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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission was  organized,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its 
tenth  report,  covering  the  calendar  year  1899. 

The  Commission. 

Mr.  Samuel  Swett  Green  has  been  reappointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor for  the  full  term  of  five  years.  Mrs.  Anna  Amory  Weld 
has  resigned  her  membership,  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  Miss 
Mabel  Simpkins  of  Yarmouth  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Mrs.  Weld  had  rendered  the  Commonwealth  devoted, 
enthusiastic  and  efficient  service  since  the  death  of  Miss  Anna 
E.  Ticknor,  whom  she  was  appointed  to  succeed.  The  com- 
mission has  held  monthly  meetings  from  the  date  of  its  organi- 
zation to  the  present  time. 

Books  supplied  during  the  Year. 

The  towns  of  Seekonk  and  Williamsburg  have  been  supplied 
with  books  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  347 
of  the  Acts  of  1890,  and  the  towns  of  Phillipston  and  Norfolk 
have  been  supplied  with  one  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  books 
each  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  255  of  the  Acts  of  1892. 
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Towns  classified  as  to  Libraries. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  free  library  facilities  they  now  enjoy :  — 

Class  1. 

Towns  wjiich  have  libraries  ovmed  and  controlled  by  the  town  and  free  for 

drculaiion  to  all  the  people. 


Abington, 

Acushnet, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Amesbury, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashburnham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleborough, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blaekstone, 

Bland  ford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Chariemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 


Chelsea, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dal  ton, 

Dana, 

Dai*tmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Gran  by. 


Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hardwick, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 
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Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Masbpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimae, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

MiddletoD, 

Milford, 

Millburj, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montagae, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Wasbipgton, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newbury  port. 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborough, 

North  borongh. 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 


Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbume, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

South  bridge. 

South  Hadley, 

South  wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 


Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uzbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridgewater, 

West  Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Westwood, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.  —  268. 
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Towns  which  have  free 

"  Acton, 
Ayer, 
Barre, 
Bedford, 
Belchertown, 
Bernardston, 
Braintree, 
Concord, 
Cummington, 
Danvers, 
Easthampton, 
Enfield, 


Class  2 

libraries  in  which  the  town 
in  the  management, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 


ha^  some  representation 

Maiden, 

Methuen, 

Norton, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Woburn.  — 36. 


Class  3. 

loums  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates  money, 

but  is  not  represented  in  the  management. 


Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Boxford, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Cheshire, 

Cottage  City, 

Daxbury, 

Gardner, 


Great  Barrington, 

Harwich, 

Lee, 

Monson, 

North  bridge. 

Palmer, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 

Scituate, 


Southampton, 

Stockbridge, 

Tisbury, 

Ware, 

Wellesley, 

Westhampton, 

West  Tisbury, 

Worthington.  —  26. 


Class  4. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the  town, 

Barnstable,  Fairhaven,  Raynham, 

Backet,  Gloucester,  Rehoboth, 

Billerica,  Hopkinton,  Wareham, 

Buckland,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth. — 14. 

Easton,  Marion, 

Class  6. 

Towns  which  have  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places, 

Newbury, Newburyport  Public  Library. 

Washington, Becket  Athenaeum.  —  2. 

Class  6. 

Towns  having  no  free  pt^lic  library  privileges. 

Dracut,  Lakeville,  New  Marlborough, 

Gay  Head,  Nantucket,  Norwell.  —  7. 

Hadley, 
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Without  Free  Library  Privileges. 

The  following  table  shows  the  population  and  valuation  of 
the  seven  towns  of  the  State  that  are  still  without  free  public 
libraries.  The  entire  population  of  these  towns  according  to 
the  last  census  was  10,970,  or  less  than  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  population  of  the  State.  There  are  associa- 
tion libraries  which  charge  a  small  fee  in  three  of  these  seven 
towns. 


TOWNS. 


PopaUtlon. 


Lou. 


Gain. 


Yal  nation. 


Draciit, 

Gay  Head, 

Hadley,     . 

Lakevllle, . 

Nantucket, 

New  Marlborough,  . 

Norwell,   . 

Total, 


2,443 

^ 

516 

169 

17 

— 

1,704 

43 

— 

870 

110 

— 

3,016 

126 

— 

1,228 

373 

— 

1,640 

49 

- 

10,970 

- 

— 

♦2,037,833  00 

24,826  00 

990,975  00 

548,244  00 

3,363,420  00 

516,379  00 

1,025,816  00 


Gifts  to,  and  Notes  from,  the  Libraries. 

In  reference  to  a  request  for  information  relative  to  any 
special  gifts  for  library  purposes,  or  any  new  features  of 
library  administration,  the  following  information  has  been 
obtained :  — 

AcusHNBT.  Gifts  of  books  have  been  received  from  Mrs.  Clement 
Swift  and  from  the  Millicent  Library  at  Fairhaven.  Branch 
libraries  have  been  established  at  Long  Plain  and  Perry  Hill. 
Travelling  libraries  are  received  from  the  Woman's  Education 
Association. 

Akesburt.  The  will  of  Mary  A.  Barnard  of  Amesbury  contained  a 
beqaest  for  a  library  baildiog  for  Amesbury  from  which  the  sum 
of  $14,750  has  been  received,  and  the  library  has  also  received  a 
legacy  of  $5,000  from  the  estate  of  L.  Everett  Fowler.  A  site 
has  been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $5,500,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  a  building  not  exceeding  $20,000  in  cost,  with  a  shelf 
capacity  for  about  40,000  volumes. 

Andoveil  The  experiment  is  being  tried  of  opening  the  reading 
room  on  a  part  of  Sunday  afternoon  and  Sunday  evening.  An 
art  gallery  has  been  finished  off  in  the  third  story  of  Memorial 
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Hall,  and  provided  with  a  number  of  selected  paintings,  the 
expense,  aboat  $2,000,  being  provided  for  from  the  ^^  Cornell 
fund."     A  new  catalogue  has  been  issued. 

Arlington.  Exhibitions  of  photographs  of  Florence,  Venice,  western 
and  south-western  scenery  and  platinotypes  of  various  subjects 
have  been  held  at  the  Robbins  Library. 

Ashland.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  interest  the  children  in  art 
by  mounting  100  of  the  Perry  pictures  in  groups  of  10,  with  a 
short  written  description  of  each.  Especial  effort  is  made  to  serve 
the  pupils  and  teachers  of  the  public  schools. 

Attlbborouoh.  a  course  of  lectures  on  Shakespeare  has  been  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library  by  Mr.  Henry  A.  Clapp. 

Barre.  The  town  will  receive  $30,000  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Caro- 
line L.  Billings,  who  died  without  making  a  will.  The  will  of 
her  husband  left  this  sum  to  be  permanently  invested,  the  income 
to  be  used  for  the  increase  of  the  library.  Effort  is  soon  to  be 
made  for  the  establishment  of  branches  and  deliveries.  The 
teachers  of  all  the  schools  are  provided  with  catalogues  and  bul- 
letins, and  are  allowed  to  draw  any  number  of  books  for  school 
use.  In  the  remote  districts  this  at  present  often  furnishes  the 
only  tie  between  the  people  and  the  library.  A  children's  room 
was  opened  Oct.  15,  1898,  in  which  the  juvenile  books  and 
periodicals  are  placed,  and  to  which  the  children  are  given  free 
access.  Many  volumes  from  the  cases  for  adult  readers  have 
been  added  to  this  collection,  in  order  to  lead  to  the  cultivation 
of  a  taste  for  the  best  standard  literature.  The  library  is  a 
member  of  the  Library  Art  Club,  and  has  held  five  exhibitions 
of  the  club  pictures  during  the  year.  A  fine  collection  of  Japan- 
ese photographs  has  been  loaned  for  exhibition  by  two  of  the 
townsmen,  and  four  sets  of  amateur  photographs  loaned  by  some 
of  the  young  people  of  the  town  have  been  exhibited.  For  the 
past  three  years  a  course  of  lectures  has  been  given  during  the 
winter  months  for  the  benefit  of  the  library.  They  are  growing 
in  popularity,  and  the  hall  is  crowded  with  people.  Many  of 
these  lectures  are  given  by  professional  men  of  the  town.  Among 
the  speakers  the  past  year  were  Samuel  S.  Green  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission,  Col.  Butler  Ames  of  Lowell,  Gen. 
Curtis  Guild  of  Boston  and  Hon,  F.  H.  Gillette  of  Spring- 
field. 

BscKET.  Mr.  N.  W.  Harris  of  Chicago,  in  addition  to  the  $15  which 
he  gives  yearly  for  the  purchase  of  books,  has  given  $50  for  the 
same  purpose. 

Belchertown.  Aboat  40  volumes  of  fiction  and  several  periodicals 
for  the  reading  room  have  been  received  by  gift  from  different 
persons. 
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Bernardston.     a  Dew  supplement  to  the  catalogue  has  been  issued. 

Beverly.  The  Beverly  Farms  branch  has  received  the  interesting 
gift  from  Chief  Justice  Holmes  of  a  writing  desk  owned  and 
used  by  his  father,  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes ;  also  a  gift  of 
$500  from  Mr.  John  W.  Wheelwright,  for  the  purchase  of  books 
of  American  history  and  literature  ;  and  from  book  clubs,  through 
Mrs.  Fred  Warren  and  Mrs.  Reginald  Heber  Fitz. 

Blandford.  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  the 
giver  of  the  library  building,  and  her  son,  the  Hon.  John  Addison 
Porter  of  Washington,  D.  C,  have  added  79  books  of  current 
literature  and  travel  to  the  libraiy  during  the  year. 

Boston.  In  addition  to  the  usual  gifts  of  books,  the  library  has 
received  an  endowment  of  $2,852.41  from  the  friends  of  the  late 
Henry  Sargent  Codman,  for  the  purchase  of  books  on  landscape 
gardening ;  and  a  marble  copy  of  the  bust  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
by  Chantrey,  from  the  committee  on  the  Scott  Memorial  in  West- 
minster Abbey.  The  library  of  the  American  Statistical  Associa- 
tion, a  valuable  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets,  numbering 
about  5,000  volumes,  has  been  presented  to  the  library;  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  has  given  24  wooden  blocks  en- 
graved by  Mr.  Stevenson. 

BoxBOROUGH.  Though  the  library  is  only  open  on  Saturdays,  the 
school  teachers  and  children  who  live  at  a  distance  are  given 
opportunity  to  obtain  books  at  any  time  when  they  can  come  to 
the  library,  and  they  are  allowed  to  keep  them  for  a  longer  time 
than  the  general  rules  provide. 

BoTLSTON.  The  will  of  Pamelia  W.  Sanderson,  a  native  of  the  town, 
contained  a  legacy  of  about  ninety  acres  of  woodland,  located 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  town,  for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 
The  town  may  dispose  of  any  portion  or  all  of  it,  and  the  income 
may  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  or  the  whole  amount  used 
toward  a  library  buildipg.  The  bequest  is  made  a  memorial  of 
a  brother  of  Mrs.  Sanderson,  Albert  S.  Hastings  of  Boylston,  who 
was  a  member  of  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers, and  lost  his  life  at  Camp  Nelson. 

Braiktree.  The  sum  of  $2,500  has  been  received  by  the  Thayer 
Public  Library  from  Mrs.  Amos  W.  Stetson,  to  be  called  the 
^^  Caleb  Stetson  fund,*'  the  interest  to  be  expended  annually  for 
books.  The  privilege  has  been  granted  to  the  teachers  in  the 
higher  grades  of  the  schools  to  take  ten  books  at  one  time  and 
retain  them  for  one  month  for  use  in  school  work. 

Bbidgewater.  a  bequest  of  $1,000  has  been  received  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  Lewis  G.  Lowe,  and  a  similar  amount  from  the 
will  of  Mrs.  Frances  A.  Parker.  A  gift  of  $50  has  been  received 
from  Mrs.  Hannah  Bates. 
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Brockton.  Id  addition  to  the  regular  branches  of  the  library  at 
Campello  on  the  south  side  of  the  city  and  Montello  on  the 
north,  a  delivery  station  has  been  established  at  the  Shaw 
school,  to  accommodate  residents  of  the  east  part  of  the  city. 
Three  exhibitions  of  photographs  from  the  Library  Art  Club  have 
been  held,  and  a  collection  of  some  seventy  large  clippings  from 
the  illustrated  magazines  on  the  Boer  war  and  the  South  African 
question  has  been  shown  in  the  reading  room. 

Brookfibld.  The  branch  library  of  East  Brookfield  is  kept  open 
three  days  in  the  week,  instead  of  one  as  heretofore ;  the  two 
books  on  a  card  system  has  been  adopted,  and  the  shelves  have 
been  thrown  open. 

Brookline.  The  most  important  development  in  the  public  library 
of  Brookline  has  been  an  extension  of  its  work  with  the  public 
schools.  A  special  appropriation  of  $2,500  permitted  the  recon- 
struction of  a  part  of  the  basement  and  the  fitting  up  in  it  of  a 
room,  33  by  32  feet,  for  reference  use  by  school  children.  An 
additional  appropriation  of  $2,000  has  been  available  for  furnish- 
ing this  room,  stocking  it  with  a  special  collection  of  books  and 
employing  an  assistant  to  take  charge.  The  chief  characteristics 
of  the  work  undertaken  have  been :  First,  visiting  the  schools 
by  the  assistant,  to  learn  the  needs  of  the  pupils  and  teachers ; 
conferences  with  the  teachers  at  the  library,  to  aid  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books ;  and  the  preparation  of  printed  lists.  Second, 
issuing  to  teachers,  besides  the  seven  books  allowed  for  their  per- 
sonal use,  twenty  or  more  books  each,  drawn  either  from  the 
special  collection  in  the  school  reference  room,  which  contains 
many  duplicates,  or  from  the  main  library,  to  be  used  by  pupils 
in  school  or  at  home,  in  connection  with  their  lessons  or  simply 
for  recreative  reading.  Third,  the  special  assistant  has  charge 
of  the  school  reference  room  during  the  afternoon,  and  assists 
pupils  who  resort  there  for  the  purpose  of  looking  up  topics  of 
study  or  for  collateral  reading.  The  room  has  been  open  since 
October  last,  three  months  only.  The  children  make  about  UOOO 
visits  per  month  to  the  room.  The  room  is  entirely  distinct  from 
the  regular  children's  room,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  ninety 
and  some  600  volumes  for  recreative  reading.  Fourth,  systematic 
instruction  in  the  use  of  the  library  is  given  by  the  assistant  in 
charge  to  the  pupils  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  of  the  gram- 
mar schools  and  the  first  year  in  the  high  school,  who  are  brought 
to  the  library  in  classes,  accompanied  by  their  teachers.  The 
lowest  grade  is  taught  about  the  make-up  of  a  book,  the  title- 
page,  copyright,  table  of  contents  and  index,  and  how  to  use 
them ;  also  the  chief  facts  regarding  the  binding,  and  the  use 
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of  the  commoDer  reference  books;  the  next  grade  take  up 
more  advanced  reference  books,  and  learn  to  use  the  card  cata- 
logue ;  while  the  high  school  students  are  doing  some  simple 
bibliographical  work.  By  these  means  it  is  hoped  to  bring 
library  and  schools  into  close  relations,  to  teach  the  children 
how  to  use  the  library,  and  gradually  to  bring  them  to  realize 
and  appreciate  its  resources. 

BucKLAND.     About  80  volumes  have  been  received  by  gift. 

Cakton.  The  circulation  is  much  larger  than  in  former  years,  and 
the  reference  room  is  well  patronized  by  the  school  children  and 
the  members  of  literary  clubs.  Book  cases  filled  with  children's 
books  have  been  placed  outside  the  desk  in  the  delivery  room. 

Carver.  The  library  is  soon  to  be  removed  from  its  overcrowded 
room  in  the  upper  story  of  the  town  hall  to  a  school-house  at 
the  centre,  which  has  been  vacated  and  will  be  fitted  up  as  a 
library  building.  Plans  are  being  made  to  raise  money,  by  en- 
tertainments and  other  means,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
pictures  for  the  walls  and  otherwise  rendering  the  library  room 
attractive. 

Chelmsford.  The  grounds  of  the  library  have  been  regraded  and 
stone  curbing  and  concrete  walks  have  been  added,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Mr.  Adams,  the  giver  of  the  building. 

Chelsea.  A  few  open  shelves  have  been  placed  in  the  delivery  room. 
A  new  catalogue  is  being  printed. 

Chicopee.  The  overcrowded  condition  of  the  library  has  been  some- 
what relieved  by  an  addition  to  the  library  building. 

CoLRAiN.  A  branch  library  bad  been  established  at  Christian  Hill, 
about  seven  miles  distant  from  the  central  library.  About  30 
volumes  are  placed  there,  and  exchanged  every  three  months. 

Concord.  A  large  and  valuable  collection  of  paintings  and  other 
works  of  art  has  been  presented  to  the  library  by  Rose  Standish 
Whiting  of  Plymouth.  They  are  from  the  collection  of  her 
father,  the  late  Hon.  William  Whiting,  who  was  a  native  of 
Concord.  Among  them  are  many  original  paintings  of  great 
valuCj  as  well  as  copies  of  Guido,  Raphael  and  others,  by  dis- 
tinguished artists. 

CoNWAT.  Mr.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  a  native  of  Conway,  is 
causing  plans  to  be  prepared  for  a  library  building  which  he  pro- 
poses to  give  to  the  town  of  Conway,  and  which  will  be  one  of  the 
finest  buildings  for  a  town  of  its  size  in  New  England. 

DuxBURT.  A  card  catalogue  has  been  prepared.  A  gift  of  35  books 
has  been  received,  and  Harper's  '*  Weekly"  and  "  Bazar"  for 
the  reading  room.  It  is  hoped  soon  to  establish  a  weekly 
delivery  at  one  of  the  post-otlices,  and  in  time  in  all  the  outlying 
sections  of  the  town. 
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East  Bridoewater.  The  library  receives  a  bequest  of  $500  under 
the  will  of  the  late  John  W.  Kennan  of  Brookline.  Hon.  Isaac 
N.  Nutter,  a  trustee  of  the  library  since  its  organization,  has 
given  an  excellent  portrait  of  Mr.  Washburn,  the  donor  of  the 
building.  The  building  was  opened  Oct.  22,  1897,  and  the 
circulation  for  that  year  was  18,487,  —  an  increase  of  4,620  for 
for  the  year.  Mr.  Washburn  Osborne,  a  nephew  of  the  donor, 
gave  J 100  for  new  books,  and  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Quimby  gave 
the  "  Farmer's  Library,"  the  **  Century  Cyclopaedia  of  Names" 
and  a  classical  dictionary,  and  gifts  of  books  have  been  re- 
ceived from  several  other  persons.  Two  boxes  of  books  are 
sent  to  distant  neighborhoods  that  would  otherwise  be  deprived 
of  the  use  of  the  library.  There  is  a  ^^  free  access  "  book  case, 
in  which  the  newer  and  some  of  the  older  books  are  kept. 
Seasonable  works  on  gardening  and  other  subjects  are  placed 
where  visitors  can  make  their  own  selections.  Teachers'  cards 
are  issued  to  the  higher  grades.  The  more  personal  the  work, 
the  greater  the  circulation  and  the  deeper  the  interest  in  the 
library. 

Easthamptok.  The  library  association  has  received  during  the  year 
a  gift  of  $822,  and  also  100  shares  of  the  Easthampton  National 
Bank  stock  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Miss  L.  L.  Ferry,  to  be 
called  the  **  Ferry  fund." 

Easton.  The  Ames  Free  Library  has  received  the  gift  of  a  complete 
type-written  card  catalogue  of  its  14,500  books  and  a  card  cata- 
logue case,  from  Miss  Mary  S.  Ames,  and  the  gift  of  a  type- 
writer from  her  mother,  Mrs.  Frederick  L.  Ames.  An  exhibition 
of  about  100  pictures  of  New  England  birds  and  a  collection  of 
books  about  birds  has  been  held.  Lists  of  books  on  the  topics 
studied  by  the  women's  clubs  and  lists  for  teachers  to  be  used  in 
connection  with  supplementary  reading  for  the  schools  are  made 
by  the  librarian. 

Enfield.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  subscriptions  for  a 
library  building  in  Enfield.  It  is  proposed  to  raise  from  $12,000 
to  $15,000,  and  a  good  beginning  has  been  made.  A  gift  of  $500 
has  been  received  during  the  year,  and  also  some  gifts  of  books 
and  magazines.  A  series  of  entertainments  of  a  high  character 
were  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  during  the  winter. 

Everett.  The  Frederick  E.  Parlin  Memorial  Library  has  received 
the  gift  of  a  valuable  oil  painting  and  the  sumptuous  volumes  of 
'^Picturesque  and  Architectural  New  England." 

Falmouth.  The  West  Falmouth  Library  has  received  gifts  of  about 
$700  in  cash  and  50  volumes  of  books  during  the  year.  About 
$180  has  been  realized  from  entertainments.  Six  sets  of  views 
have  been  exhibited  from  the  Library  Art  Club. 
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FrrcHBURG.  The  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace  who  gave  the  fine  library 
building  to  the  city  has  given  $10,000  additional,  $2,000  of  which 
was  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  over-crowded  condition  of  the 
library,  and  some  new  steel  stacks  have  been  put  in.  One  hun- 
dred and  eleven  volumes  have  been  given  during  the  year. 

Granville.  The  Hon.  Milton  B.  Whitney  of  Westfield,  a  native  of 
Granville,  and  for  many  years  a  leading  lawyer  of  western  Massa- 
chusetts, ofifered  to  give  $5,000  towards  a  library  building,  if  a 
like  sum  could  otherwise  be  raised.  An  association  of  ladies  has 
raised  about  $6,000,  and  it  is  probable  that  arrangements  will 
soon  be  perfected  for  a  new  building. 

Great  Barrington.  Gifts  of  $50  in  money  and  146  volumes  of 
books  have  been  received,  and  $25  realized  from  an  entertain- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 

Hampden.  A  number  of  books,  magazines  and  other  periodicals 
have  been  given,  and  the  City  Library  Association  of  Springfield 
has  given  about  100  volumes  discarded  by  their  library,  which 
have  been  made  presentable  by  repairs  and  fresh  wrappers  and 
are  being  appreciated  by  the  readers. 

Hanover.  John  Curtis,  the  founder  of  the  library,  has  given  the 
library  $4,000,  and  $270  has  been  received  from  the  alumni  fund 
of  Hanover  Academy. 

Hardwick.  The  public  library  of  Hardwick  receives  a  bequest  of  $200 
and  some  books  from  the  late  Charles  S.  Marsh  of  Springfield. 

Harvard.  The  will  of  Samuel  F.  Stone  makes  a  provisional  bequest 
of  the  balance  of  his  estate  to  the  town  library.  The  valuation 
of  the  estate  is  $6,000  or  $7,000  ;  but  the  contingencies  leave  it 
somewhat  doubtful  as  to  how  much  will  come  to  the  town,  or 
when  it  will  be  available. 

Haverhill.  The  will  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Emery  Noyes  contained 
a  bequest  of  $10,000  to  the  Haverhill  Public  Library.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  card,  on  which  two  books  may  be  taken, 
students,  clergymen,  teachers,  members  of  literary  clubs  and 
other  literary  workers  are  allowed  to  have  a  student's  card,  on 
which  ten  books  may  be  taken  and  kept  four  weeks.  Exhibi- 
tions of  photographs  have  been  furnished  during  the  year  by  the 
Massachusetts  Library  Art  Club.  The  number  of  schools  in  the 
school  delivery  system  has  been  increased,  and  the  number  of 
books  sent  to  each  school  has  been  increased  to  suit  the  needs 
of  each  teacher.  Books  are  sent  to  the  schools  every  four  weeks. 
The  two  branches  are  open  more  hours  for  the  delivery  of  books. 
Books  are  reserved  for  readers  on  payment  of  one  penny  to  pay 
for  postal  notice  sent  to  the  reader  when  the  book  comes  in.  A 
newspaper  room  will  be  established  this  year,  and  also  a  chil- 
dren's room.    The  age  limit  for  children  haA  b^^ti  «X^\vi^<^^> 
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thereby  attracting  more  children  to  the  library.  The  card  cata- 
logue has  been  revised  and  placed  in  the  delivery  room,  to  be  of 
easy  access  to  readers ;  and  the  old  catalogue  case  has  been  re- 
placed by  new  and  more  convenient  single-tray  cases. 

HoLYOKB.  The  new  library  building  will  be  erected  during  the  coming 
year.  There  has  already  been  given  a  lot  of  land  valued  at  $100,- 
000,  for  a  site,  and  $86,000  has  been  subscribed  by  citizens, 
including  $10,000  from  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  whose  father,  J.  S. 
Morgan,  was  born  in  Holyoke. 

HoPEDALE.  The  new  Bancroft  Public  Library  building  was  dedicated 
Dec.  14,1899.  It  is  a  gift  to  the  town  of  Hopedale  by  Joseph 
B.  Bancroft,  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sylvia  Thwing  Ban- 
croft. It  is  built  of  stone  and  cost  about  $20,000.  Gen.  Wil- 
liam F.  Draper  has  given  the  library  $500  for  the  purchase  of 
technical  books. 

HuBBARDSTON.  A  portrait  of  Jonas  6.  Clark,  the  founder  of  the 
library,  and  a  large  picture  of  the  Congressional  Library  build- 
ing have  been  given  to  the  library.  A  dictionary  catalogue  is  in 
courae  of  preparation. 

Htde  Park.  The  new  library  building  has  been  completed  and  is 
now  occupied.  A  gift  of  $1,000  in  money  has  been  received. 
A  children's  room  has  been  added. 

Kingston.  To  commemorate  the  first  anniversary  of  the  dedication 
of  the  library  building,  a  loan  exhibition  of  pictures  and  other 
articles  illustrative  of  the  early  history  of  the  town  was  arranged 
by  the  librarian.  The  rooms  were  handsomely  decorated,  and 
the  occasion  proved  of  great  interest  to  the  townspeople.  It  is 
proposed  to  commemorate  the  anniversary  in  some  agreeable  way 
each  year. 

Lancaster.  The  library  has  received  several  valuable  art  books  and 
a  gift  of  $100  for  re-cataloguing  the  library  from  Mr.  John  E. 
Thayer.  In  addition  to  the  usual  methods  of  delivering  books, 
several  home  libraries  have  been  issued.  Over  500  of  the  Perry 
pictures  have  been  mounted  and  are  loaned  to  the  pupils  in  the 
public  schools.  An  increased  number  of  exhibitions  of  pictures 
has  been  held,  including  a  Dewey  exhibition  and  heliographs  on 
Egypt. 

Lawrence.  A  branch  has  been  established  in  South  Lawrence,  and 
is  in  good  working  condition. 

Leicester.  Gifts  of  about  150  volumes  and  some  additions  to  the 
museum.  Exhibitions  have  been  held  of  collections  of  pictures 
loaned  by  the  Library  Art  Club,  the  Woman's  Education  Asso- 
ciation, and  from  individuals.  Lists  of  books  on  current  topics 
and  portraits  of  men  prominent  in  literature  or  politics  are  posted 
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from  time  to  time  on  the  balletin  board.  Notices  of  the  exhibits 
are  sent  to  the  public  schools  and  to  the  daily  papers,  and  lists 
of  new  books  and  items  of  interest  relating  to  the  library  are 
printed  in  the  papers.  Collections  of  the  Perry  pictures  are  to 
be  mounted  for  circulation,  in  order  to  awaken  an  interest  in  art 
among  the  children.  A  scrap-book  containing  illustrations  from 
books  in  the  library  has  been  found  useful  in  drawing  attention 
to  the  books.  Having  no  children's  room,  a  collection  of  150  or 
200  volumes,  which  are  changed  from  time  to  time,  is  kept  on 
shelves  where  the  children  can  have  easy  access  to  them. 

Lexington.  A  fiction  card  catalogue  is  being  made.  The  teachers 
have  the  privilege  of  drawing  as  many  books  as  may  be  desired, 
and  retaining  as  long  as  needed  unless  otherwise  called  for. 
Books  on  special  subjects  are  also  set  apart  in  the  reference  room 
for  the  use  of  the  schools.  Monthly  exhibitions  of  photographs 
have  been  held  since  April,  1899. 

Littleton.  The  books  for  younger  readers  are  kept  where  they  may 
have  easy  access  to  them,  and  a  collection  of  books  both  new  and 
old,  not  fiction,  is  kept  open  to  the  people,  to  help  them  keep  in 
touch  with  the  resources  of  the  library.  These  include  many 
government  publications  relating  to  agriculture. 

LoNGMEADOW.  The  library  has  been  removed  to  new  quarters,  a  con- 
venient and  suitable  room  in  a  new  school-house  having  been 
provided  by  the  school  committee. 

Lowell.  Much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  preparation  of  anno- 
tated and  descriptive  lists  of  books  on  special  subjects  They 
are  in  the  form  of  scrap-books,  containing  printed  lists  of  cut- 
tings, of  which  about  200  have  already  been  made,  forming 
almost  a  complete  bibliography  of  these  special  subjects  and 
their  sub-divisions,  and  available  for  general  use  in  the  reference 
room  of  the  library.  The  publication  of  this  material  in  the  form 
of  bulletins  has  been  commenced,  and  the  following  special  sub- 
jects have  been  issued  :  botany,  chemistry,  chemical  technology 
and  manufactures,  municipal  government,  French  fiction,  elec- 
tricity, architecture,  astronomy,  evolution,  American  authors, 
historical  fiction,  Shakespeare,  British  poets,  artists,  musicians, 
birds,  money  and  banking,  and  Dante.  Exhibitions  have  been 
given  of  the  collections  loaned  by  the  Library  Art  Club,  the 
Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  ^^  Scribner's  Magazine,"  and  of  the 
collection  owned  by  the  library,  of  about  700  photographs  illus- 
trating the  famous  paintings  of  the  world,  of  the  collection  of 
plates  of  textile  fabrics  at  the  opening  of  the  Textile  School,  of 
the  life  of  Christ  in  art,  of  the  800  plates  illustrating  Ongania's 
Grand  Monograph  on  St.  Marks  in  Venice  (a  gift  to  the  library. 
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in  memory  of  Miss  E.  O.  Robblns),  and  a  loan  exbibition  of 
valuable  paintings  by  modern  masters  from  the  private  collec- 
tions of  Mrs.  Warren  and  Mrs.  Chase  of  Boston.  Mr.  Joseph 
A.  Coram  has  reccDtly  presented  the  library  with  two  vignettes, 
which  are  to  be  placed  in  the  arches  in  the  lobby  of  the  memorial 
bailding.  They  were  painted  by  Mr.  Vesper  Lincoln  George  of 
Maiden,  and  one  is  entitled  the  ^^  Art  of  Printing,"  and  the  other 
**  The  Textile  Industries." 

Lunenburg.    A  special  gift  of  $100  from  an  unknown  source. 

Ltnn.  The  two-book  card  system  has  been  adopted.  The  new 
library  building  is  nearly  completed,  and  will  soon  be  occupied. 

Ltnnfield.  a  bequest  of  $1,000  from  the  will  of  G.  L.  Hawkes  of 
Wakefield. 

Malden.  Four  new  delivery  stations  have  been  established,  making 
five  in  all.  Five  exhibitions  of  photographs  loaned  by  the 
Library  Art  Club  have  been  held. 

Manchester.  Gifts  to  the  amount  of  $50  have  been  received  during 
the  year.  The  two-book  system  has  been  adopted.  The  free- 
dom of  the  shelves  is  given  to  all  adults  and  to  the  pupils  in  the 
highest  grades  of  the  public  schools. 

Mansfield.  Stimulated  by  the  gift  of  site  and  some  $3,000  in  addi- 
tion by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Noble,  which  has  been  supplemented 
by  other  subscriptions  and  an  appropriation  by  the  town,  the 
comer-stone  of  a  library  building  was  laid  Oct.  21,  1899.  It  is 
to  cost  about  $14,000,  and  will  contain,  besides  the  library,  a 
memorial  hall  and  a  meeting  place  for  the  Grand  Army. 

Marlborough.  Lists  of  new  books  are  printed  each  month  in  the 
local  paper,  and  holiday  and  patriotic  lists  are  issued.  £xhibi- 
tions  of  pictures  and .  photographs  on  various  topics  of  artistic 
and  current  interest  are  held  from  time  to  time,  and  a  movement 
has  been  started  to  provide  boxes  of  reading  matter  for  the  fire 
stations. 

Marsbfield.  The  new  library  at  Marshfield  Hills,  for  which  Mr. 
Clift  Rogers  gave  $5,000  ($4,000  for  building  and  $1,000  for  a 
book  fund),  has  been  completed  during  the  year. 

Mrlrose.    a  delivery  is  to  be  established  at  Melrose  Highlands. 

Methuen.  a  number  of  gifts  have  been  received  from  Mrs.  Harriet 
F.  Nevins,  including  a  marble  bust  of  Marguerite,  a  French  cab- 
inet of  bric-a-brac,  a  fine  old  clock  and  pictures,  books  and 
bronzes. 

Middleborouoh.  a  gift  of  $2,000  has  been  received  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  Enoch  Pratt  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Middleton.  Mrs.  Joseph  N.  Smith  of  Lynn  has  given  a  memorial 
window,  in  memory  of  her  father,  Mr.  Jesse  Fuller  of  New  York. 
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MiLFORD.  A  gift  of  |/)00  from  Gen.  William  F.  Draper  for  the  pur- 
chase of  techDical  books. 

MoNTBRBT.  One  friend  has  paid  for  the  printing  of  500  catalogues 
and  another  has  paid  for  shingling  the  library  building.  The 
teachers  of  the  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  draw  books  for 
snch  of  their  pupils  as  are  unable  to  visit  the  library. 

Needham.  Exhibitions  of  paintings  by  Miss  Helen  M.  Enowlton, 
a  resident  of  the  town,  and  also  of  a  fine  collection  of  paint- 
ings, etchings,  etc.,  from  a  citizen  who  had  closed  his  house  for 
the  winter.  Special  provision  is  made  for  teachers,  school  chil- 
dren, study  classes  and  any  one  who  is  pursuing  any  line  of 
special  inquiry. 

Newbitrypobt.  a  bequest  of  $5,000  from  the  estate  of  the  late 
Stephen  W.  Marston  of  Boston.  The  Hon.  William  C.  Todd 
has  given  $5,000  for  the  newspaper  reading  room,  in  addition  to 
the  $10,000  he  had  previously  given  for  that  purpose. 

Newtoh.  a  collection  of  about  8,000  photographs  of  works  of  art 
owned  by  the  library  has  been  circulated  among  the  patrons 
generally  and  with  profit.  A  collection  of  100  books,  exchanged 
once  a  month,  has  been  loaned  to  the  Nonantum  Boys'  Club,  to 
be  circulated  from  their  club  room.  Two  new  reading  rooms 
will  probably  be  opened  during  the  coming  year. 

North  Adams.  An  unconditional  legacy  of  $500  from  Mrs.  Ann 
Eliza  Babbitt,  widow  of  Dr.  N.  S.  Babbitt. 

Northampton.  The  Forbes  Library  sends  boxes  of  books  monthly 
to  the  Lilly  Library  at  Florence ;  sends  baskets  of  books  once 
a  week  to  a  store  in  the  village  of  Bay  State ;  supplies  periodi- 
cals and  books  to  a  mission  reading  room  on  Hospital  Hill ; 
maintains  a  permanent  exhibition  of  its  own  paintings,  engrav- 
ings and  photographs  in  connection  with  temporary  exhibitions 
from  outside  sources;  supplies  photographs,  etc.,  framed  and 
nnframed,  for  school  decoration  ;  and  supplies  books  for  litera- 
ture classes  in  the  schools. 

NoRTHBOROUGH.  Ovcr  100  books  have  been  received  as  gifts,  among 
them  Audubon's  works  in  ten  volumes,  Boydelfs  Shakespeare, 
and  several  volumes  of  photographs  of  foreign  scenery,  build- 
ings and  works  of  art.  A  bequest  of  $200  has  been  made  to 
the  library.  Four  exhibitions  of  photographs  from  the  Library 
Art  Club  have  been  held. 

North  Brookpield.  The  library  is  being  reclassified  according  to 
the  decimal  system,  and  a  card  catalogue  is  being  made. 

Northpield.  The  Dickinson  Memorial  Library  has  received  gifts  of 
about  25  books,  various  curios  and  relics  for  the  relic  room,  a 
large  and  valuable  oil  painting  and  a  framed  portrait  from  the 
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donor  of  the  library.  Exhibitions  of  pictures  from  the  Library 
Art  Clab  have  been  held.  Books  are  delivered  at  intervals  to  a 
branch  library  six  miles  away,  and  distributed  through  the 
teachers  to  the  public  schools  of  the  town. 

Orange.  Sixty-two  volumes  of  magazines  have  been  presented  to 
the  library  by  the  librarian,  and  they  have  been  bound  and  are 
widely  read. 

Otis.    One  branch  library  has  been  established. 

Oxford.  Interesting  exhibitions  have  been  held  of  pictures  loaned 
by  the  Woman's  Education  Association  of  Boston,  and  a  few 
portraits  of  former  townspeople  have  been  presented  to  the 
library. 

Prabodt.  The  Peabody  Institute  Library  has  joined  the  Library 
Art  Club,  and  has  given  six  exhibitions  of  collections  of  photo- 
graphs. New  accessions  are  displayed  where  the  public  has  free 
access  to  them. 

Petersham.  A  legacy  of  $100,  and  possibly  as  much  more  in  private 
donations  and  the  proceeds  of  lectures  and  entertainments,  com- 
prise the  gifts  of  the  year. 

Phillipston.  The  library  has  received  $100  worth  of  books  from 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  and  a  set  of  the  messages 
of  the  Presidents  from  the  United  States  government.  The 
two-book  system  has  been  adopted,  and  the  leading  magazines 
and  papers  are  taken  and  allowed  to  circulate,  the  patrons  find- 
ing it  more  convenient  to  read  them  at  their  homes  than  in  the 
reading  room. 

PmsFiELD.  A  system  has  been  inaugurated  of  sending  boxes  of 
books  to  the  schools,  and  in  connection  with  the  school  delivery 
the  librarian  has  addressed  the  assembled  teachers  of  Pittsfield 
and  the  pupils  of  several  of  the  schools  upon  the  selection  of 
books  and  their  use  by  young  people.  The  establishment  of  a 
delivery  station  at  Pontoosuc  has  been  recommended.  In  con- 
nection with  the  Western  Massachusetts  Library  Club,  the  library 
has  undertaken  to  index  the  daily  and  Sunday  issues  of  the 
"  Springfield  Republican." 

Rot  ALSTON.  The  town  pays  for  the  transportation  of  books  to  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  town. 

Salem.  A  second  card,  called  a  student's  card,  is  issued  to  all 
readers  who  desire  it,  good  for  any  books  except  fiction. 

Sandwich.  One  bequest  of  $500  has  been  received  during  the 
year. 

Sauous.  The  Riverside  Club  has  given  the  library  about  $65,  raised 
by  entertainments  and  other  means.  Five  branches  are  main- 
tained, and  everything  done  to  place  the  books  in  the  hands  of 
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the  people.  Art  exhibitions  are. held  at  which  talks  are  given 
by  the  librarian  which  are  useful  and  entertaining  alike  to 
young  and  old. 

ScrruATE.  In  July  and  August  books  are  sent  twice  a  week,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Improvement  Association,  from  the  Pierce 
Memorial  Library  to  North  Scituate  Beach,  with  very  satisfac- 
tory results,  and  the  service  will  be  continued  the  coming  year. 
Lectures,  lawn  parties,  sociables  and  sales  have  been  held  to 
raise  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  library.  The  people  have  had 
a  good  time,  and  a  good  sum  has  been  realized  to  buy  books  and 
pa}*  the  expenses  of  the  library. 

Sheffield.  Miss  M.  Louisa  Dewey  has  given  25  volumes  in  mem- 
ory of  Miss  J.  M.  Dewey,  a  former  librarian. 

Shutesburt.  The  will  of  Mirick  N.  Spear  of  Amherst  contained  a 
legacy  of  $1,500  to  the  Sbutesbury  Library. 

SouTHBRiDGB.  Lists  of  books  and  articles  are  made  upon  subjects 
of  interest  and  displayed  in  the  library,  with  pictures  to  make 
them  attractive,  and  the  pictures  of  the  authors  of  the  new 
books  are  made  conspicuous  in  a  manner  the  public  seem  to 
enjoy. 

Springfield.  Charles  S.  Marsh  of  Springfield  bequeathed  $5,000  to 
the  City  Library.  The  new  science  building,  which  was  pro- 
vided by  a  subscription  of  $80,000,  has  been  completed,  and  the 
rooms  formerly  occupied  by  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  have 
been  converted  into  a  gallery  for  the  reception  of  the  Horace 
Smith  collection  of  sculpture.  Mi's.  Ephraim  W.  Bond  has  given 
a  piece  of  real  estate  assessed  for  $6,500  and  valued  at  some- 
what more.  The  library's  collection  of  portraits  of  men  prominent 
in  the  history  of  Springfield  now  numbers  86.  A  list  of  1,200 
volumes  for  use  by  the  high  school  pupils,  selected  by  the 
teachers,  has  been  published.  Books  have  been  sent  to  seven 
new  delivery  stations  during  the  year.  Frequent  exhibitions  have 
been  held  of  material  from  the  Art  Library  and  from  the  geo- 
logical and  geographical  collections  in  the  science  building.  The 
Catherine  L.  Howard  Library  of  Science  is  the  gift  of  the  pupils 
of  the  Howard  School,  for  which  they  gave  about  $1,500  for 
the  immediate  purchase  of  books  and  an  endowment  of  about 
$8,500.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  interest  readers  old  and 
young  in  fiction  of  the  Cromwell  period,  by  the  purchase  of  a 
large  number  of  copies  of  Cromwell  novels,  and  especially  of 
**  Cromwell's  Own,"  by  Arthur  Paterson,  by  putting  in  the  back 
of  each  of  the  Cromwell  books  a  brief  Cromwell  list,  by  holding 
an  exhibition  of  Cromwell  pictures,  and  by  issuing  an  elaborate 
Cromwell  bibliography. 
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Stockbridge.    a  legacy  of  Si, 000  to  the  library  has  been  announced. 

Sunderland.  A  library  building  is  now  being  constructed,  which  is 
to  cost  the  giver,  whose  name  is  withheld,  about  $9,000.  Gifts 
have  been  received  from  other  sources  of  about  $2,600.  Most 
of  this  money  will  be  added  to  the  permanent  fund. 

Truro.  The  library  has  received  a  gift  from  Mrs.  A.  C.  Williams 
of  a  model  of  the  Eschol,  —  the  only  brig  ever  built  in  Truro ; 
and  44  volumes  of  books  have  been  given  by  different  persons. 

Tyngsborough.  The  library  is  now  opened  on  Wednesday  noon  for 
the  benefit  of  the  school  children,  some  of  whom  live  a  number 
of  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  library  is  kept  in  a 
room  of  the  school  building,  to  which  the  children  are  brought 
from  all  portions  of  the  town  ;  as  the  library  has  been  heretofore 
open  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening,  the  new  plan  has  been 
quite  successful. 

Wakefield.  A  gift  of  $500  from  Mr.  Franklin  Poole  is  re|)orted« 
Teachers  are  given  access  to  the  shelves,  and  are  allowed  to 
take  a  reasonable  number  of  books  for  school  use.  Bulletins 
of  current  events  are  placed  in  the  reading  room  at  frequent 
intervals. 

Waltham.  The  two-book  card  system  has  been  adopted.  Teachers 
are  allowed  to  take  fifteen  books,  —  two  for  private  reading, 
three  as  study  helps  and  ten  to  circulate  among  their  pupils. 

Watertown.  The  town  has  appropriated  $8,500  to  render  the  book 
room  fireproof  and  provide  a  modern  steel  stack. 

Wendell.  The  travelling  libraries  and  the  pictures  loaned  by  the 
Woman's  Education  Association  have^proved  of  great  benefit  and 
pleasure  to  the  people. 

West  Brookfield.  The  circulation  of  books  has  been  increased 
over  3,000  within  the  year.  Some  of  the  reasons  for  this  are 
the  adoption  of  the  two- book  system  ;  free  access  to  the  shelves 
of  all  over  fourteen  years  of  age  ;  the  issuing  of  school  cards  to 
teachers,  allowing  them  to  take  as  many  books  as  are  needed  in 
their  work ;  the  free  display  of  pictures,  including  those  of 
authors,  mounted  on  large  paper.  Thirty-three  volumes  have 
been  given  by  Rev.  L.  T.  Chamberlain  of  New  York  City. 

Westborough.  The  library  has  received  a  gift  of  $200  towards  a 
library  building,  and  has  joined  the  Library  Art  Club. 

Westfield.  The  library  has  been  moved  into  its  new  quarters,  a 
children's  room  has  been  opened,  and  an  exhibition  room  has 
been  provided  in  which  pictures  loaned  by  the  Library  Art 
Club  and  private  individuals  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  people. 
The  library  has  received  $1,000  from  the  estate  of  Miss  Fanny 
B.  Bates,  in  memory  of  her  father,  the  Hon.  William  G.  Bates, 
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the  first  president  of  the  AtheDsenm.  The  income  of  this  fund 
is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  of  history,  historic  fic- 
tion, poetry  and  standard  literature. 

WcsmiNSTER.  The  Westminster  Public  Library  has  received  be- 
quests of  $525  from  the  will  of  Miss  Mary  A.  Farnsworth ;  $500 
from  the  will  of  Charles  A.  Forbush  and  $750  under  the  will  of 
Joseph  W.  Forbush  of  Worcester. 

West  Nkwbdry.  The  library  has  received  $500  under  the  will  of 
the  late  Dea.  James  Durgin,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used 
for  books. 

Weymouth.  Tufts  Library.  Two  of  the  resident  musicians  have 
presented  their  musical  compositions  to  the  library.  Miss  Annie 
F.  Loud  and  Mr.  Howard  M.  Dow.  A  reception  tendered  to 
the  Weymouth  teachers  by  the  librarian  on  April  5  was  a  great 
success  socially,  besides  being  productive  of  great  good  in 
acquainting  the  teachers  with  the  resources  of  the  library,  par- 
ticularly with  the  books  specially  adapted  to  aid  them  in  their 
school  work.  For  this  purpose  the  more  desirable  books  suitable 
for  the  work  of  each  grade  were  carefully  chosen,  and  placed  in 
groups  on  different  tables  where  they  could  be  readily  examined. 
The  table  containing  the  books  on  ^'  nature  study"  received  the 
close  attention  of  many  teachers,  and  the  increased  use  of  these 
books  showed  the  value  of  bringing  them  to  notice  in  this  man- 
ner. During  the  year  five  exhibitions  of  photographs  loaned  by 
the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  held.  They  have  been  enjoyed 
by  many  persons,  and  have  become  one  way  of  interesting  the 
people  in  the  library.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  send  books  to  the  high  school,  which  is 
situated  more  than  a  mile  from  the  library.  This  makes  the 
number  of  deliveries  where  books  are  sent  eight  in  number. 
Books  are  changed  once  a  week  at  each  delivery  station. 

WiNTHROP.  Ten  thousand  dollars  contributed  in  1898  by  Mrs.  Eliza 
W.  Frost  of  Winthrop  towards  the  erection  of  the  Frost  Public 
Library  inspired  other  gifts  from  a  large  number  of  people. 
Before  the  completion  of  the  building  Mr.  Orlando  E.  Lewis  of 
Winthrop  gave  $600  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  walls  of  one 
of  the  vestibules  of  sienna  marble,  with  a  floor  and  ceiling  of 
mosaic.  Winthrop  Lodge  of  Masons  paid  for  the  marble  walls 
of  another  vestibule,  costing  $300.  A  clock  costing  $125  was 
given  by  the  Winthrop  Horticultural  Society.  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Root  of  Winthrop  gave  $100  for  andirons  and  ornaments  for  the 
fire-places.  Mr.  August  Becker  of  Winthrop  presented  a  bronze 
memorial  tablet,  costing  $100.  A  large  number  of  portraits  of 
former  residents  of  Winthrop,  and  also  pictures  of  the  country's 
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greatest  political  leaders  and  chief  literary  men,  many  maps, 
pictures,  manuscripts  and  other  articles,  were  contributed  for  the 
historical  collection,  which  already  makes  an  interesting  exhibit 
tion.  One  hundred  and  seventy  books  and  over  1,000  magazines 
have  been  presented. 

WoBURN.  The  principal  gifts  of  the  year  have  been  the  library  of 
over  2,000  volumes  of  engineering  works  belonging  formerly  to 
the  celebrated  Baldwin  family  of  engineers,  given  by  Mrs.  C.  R. 
Griffith.  It  was  the  collection  of  many  years,  and  is  of  especial 
value  from  the  present  rarity  of  the  books  and  the  extent  of  the 
collection,  which  is  supposed  to  contain  nearly  every  engineering 
work  of  value  published  during  the  flrst  half  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. It  has  been  placed  upon  shelves  designated  as  the  ^^  Bald- 
win alcove."  The  library  has  also  received  from  the  family  of 
the  late  Leonard  Thompson  a  painting  by  Albert  Thompson  of 
the  ^'  Alarm  at  the  news  of  the  battle,  April  19, 1775,"  the  scene 
being  of  local  interest;  another  important  gift  is  a  full-size 
bronze  replica  of  the  statue  of  Count  Rumford  at  Munich,  which 
cost  $5,000,  and  is  to  be  placed  in  front  of  the  library  building. 

Worcester.  An  addition  of  18  feet  has  been  made  to  the  front  of 
the  older  of  the  two  connected  buildings  occupied  by  the  Free 
Public  Library.  The  library  of  the  Worcester  District  Medical 
Society  (which,  so  far  as  its  use  for  purposes  of  reference  and 
circulation  is  concerned,  is  as  free  to  the  general  public  as  the 
intermediate  department  of  the  Free  Public  Library)  has  been 
moved  up  one  story  in  the  older  building.  These  changes  and 
renovation  and  new  furniture  will  give  the  public  library  a  much 
larger  and  a  very  attractive  and  well-ventilated  waiting  room  for 
the  circulating  department,  and  add  greatly  to  the  length  of  the 
counters  at  which  users  of  the  library  are  served.  The  waiting 
room  is  to  be  surrounded  by  cases  filled  with  thousands  of  vol- 
umes of  the  latest  additions  to  the  popular  portion  of  the  library, 
and  will  be  confined  to  the  use  of  adults  and  children  of  the  high 
school  age.  The  changes  have  also  enabled  the  library  to  estab- 
lish a  children*s  department.  The  large  and  cheerful  room  appro- 
priated to  this  department  will  be  used  by  little  children  for 
purposes  of  reference  and  circulation.  The  walls  in  this  room 
will  be  lined  with  shelving  covered  with  children's  books.  The 
room  is  to  be  divided  by  a  railing  into  a  reference  room  and  a 
waiting  room  for  young  persons  wishing  to  get  books  to  take 
home.  Eight  delivery  stations  were  established  in  1898.  Dur- 
ing the  library  year,  which  closed  Nov.  80,  1899,  their  use 
increased  largely.  Much  time  has  been  taken  in  the  cataloguing 
department  during  the  past  year  in  incorporating  the  printed 
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catalogues  of  the  circalating  department  in  the  large  card  cata- 
logue, which  is  eventually  to  contain  cards  for  the  books  in  all 
departments.    The  work  of  classifying  the  books  in  the  circulat- 
ing department  is  being  carried  on  simultaneously  with  the  work 
of  re-cataloguing.    A  new  case  has  been  provided  for  the  gen- 
eral catalogue,  and  smaller  cases  for  the  waiting  rooms  of  the 
circulating  and  children's  departments  will  be  in  place  by  Feb.  1, 
1900.     Special  lists  of  books  in  the  library  on  Robert  Browning 
and  on  birds  have  been  issued  during  the  year.    An  enterprising 
publisher  is  trying  the  experiment  of  mailing  to  card  holders  in 
the  circulating  department  the  monthly  bulletin  of  books  added 
to  the  whole  library.     He  hopes  to  obtain  the  return  in  money 
desired  by  him  through  payments  for  advertisements  permitted 
by  the  librarian.     Of  several  exhibitions  given  during  the  year, 
one  for  the  benefit  of  scholars  in  the  grammar  school  grades 
proved  particularly  interesting.     It  illustrated  the  various  styles 
of  architecture  studied  by  such  pupils,  by  plates  and  books,  and 
was  attended  by  one  of  the  instructors  in  drawing.    The  inter- 
est, evident  intelligent  enjoyment  of  the  scholars,  and  the  profit 
found  by  them  in  the  exhibition,  gratified  very  much  the  officers 
of  the  library. 
Yarmouth.    The  Yarmouth  Public  Library  has  received  a  gift  of 
$5,000  from  the  sisters  of  the  late  Hon.  John  Simpkins,  which 
is  to  be  known  as  the  ^^  John  Simpkins  fund,"  the  income  to  be 
expended  for  the  purchase  of  histories,  biographies  and  memorials. 
On  May  9, 1863,  several  young  ladies  held  a  meeting  in  a  small 
building   called   Mattakeesett   hall,   West   Yarmouth,   for  the 
organization  of  a  society  called  ^^The  Library  Circle."    The 
object  of  the  society  was  to  obtain  funds  for  the  purchase  of 
books  which  would  ser\'e  as  the  nucleus  of  a  village  library.    The 
first  books  were  purchased  in  March  of  the  following  year,  with 
money  ($166.49)  realized  from  a  sale  held  by  the  Library  Circle. 
In  1865  $50  additional  was  expended,  and  at  various  times 
since  then  lK)oks  have  been  added.    The  first  donation  of  books 
was  received  from  the  late  Thomas  Thatcher,  a  native  of  Yar- 
mouth,  who    gave    100   volumes.      Other    donations    from    a 
number  of  other  individuals  have  since  been  received,  and  the 
library  now  numbers  575  volumes.     During  the  first  few  years 
of  its  existence  the  library  was  kept  at  a  private  residence; 
afterwards  it  was  moved  to  an  unoccupied  room  in  the  school- 
house,  where  it  still  remains.     A  small  fee  was  charged  for  the 
use  of  the  books.     In  1891  it  was  incorporated  as  the  West 
Yarmouth  Library  Association.     In  January,  1899,  it  was  made 
free  to  the  people  in  the  village,  and  the  circulation  increased  to 
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towns  at  the  close  of  the  year:  Acushnet,  Alford,  Bedford, 
Brimfield,  Chilmark,  Clarksburg,  Colraio,  East  Freetown, 
Florida,  Goshen,  Gosnold  (Cuttyhunk),  Hancock,  Heath, 
Huntington,  New  Marlborough,  Oakham,  Otis,  Paxton,  Pel- 
ham,  Plainfield,  Rochester,  Rowe,  Russell,  Rutland,  Sandisfield, 
Somerset,  Wendell,  West  Stockbridge,  Windsor. 

Six  sets  of  pictures,  also  owned  by  the  association,  have  been 
loaned  to  about  70  different  towns.  These  have  met  with  great 
success  and  have  been  highly  appreciated.  Four  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  library  committee  visited  during  the  summer  the 
following  libraries  in  the  western  part  of  the  State :  Wendell, 
Heath,  Charlemont,  Rowe,  Hancock,  Sandisfield  and  Monterey. 
These  visits  have  inspired  the  custodians  of  the  small  libraries 
with  hope  and  courage,  and  have  been  warmly  appreciated. 

No  other  community  in  the  world  enjoys  to-day  so  univer- 
sally the  benefits  of  a  free  public  library  as  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth.  Practically,  free  books  are  the  birthright  of 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  Massachusetts.  The  feast  has 
been  prepared.  Our  duty  is  to  see  that  the  table  is  kept  re- 
plenished and  attractive,  and  that  every  man,  woman  and  child 
shall  be  made  welcome.  How  to  bring  the  library  within  the 
easiest  reach  of  every  home  and  scatter  its  treasures  by  every 
fireside  is  the  problem  of  the  present.  It  is  a  mission  which 
has  a  charm  for  every  person  of  culture  and  refinement,  and 
one  in  which  every  good  citizen  should  find  it  a  pleasure  tor 
engage.  The  trustees  of  the  library  are  responsible  for  the 
thoroughness  and  efficiency  with  which  this  work  is  done,  and 
the  librarians  are  chosen  to  superintend  and  wisely  carry  out 
this  beneficent  design.  All  persons  who  have  derived  knowl- 
edge or  pleasure  from  books  should  be  ready  to  serve  their  fel- 
lows by  aiding  the  libraries  to  reach  all  the  homes  of  the  people, 
thereby  rendering  other  lives  rich,  beautiful  and  happy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.   B.   TILLINGHAST,  Chairman. 

E.   P.   SOHIER,  Secretary. 

SAMUEL  S.   GREEN. 

HENRY  S.   NOURSE. 

MABEL  SIMPKINS. 
Boston,  Jan.  20, 1900. 


GIYERS  OF  FBEE  PUBLIC  LIBRART  BUILDINGS  IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


Acton,     •       • 

AME8BURT, 

Amherst,  North, 
Andotbr, 
Arlington,     • 

a8hbu&nha.m, 
Atbr, 

Barnstablb,  . 
Bakrb,     . 
Bbckbt,  . 
Bblchbrtown, 
Bbrnardston, 
Billerica, 
Blandford, 

Bournb,  . 

Braintrbb, 

Brookfibld, 

Cambridob, 

Carlisle, 

cuarlbmont, 

Chatham, 

Chblmspord, 

Chblsba, 

Concord, 

cumminoton, 

Dalton,  . 

Dantbrs, 

Dartmouth,  South 

Dbdham, 

Dbbrfibld, 

Dennis,  . 

DUXBURT, 

Bast  BRtDOEWATBR, 
Basthamfton, 
Easton,   .       .       • 

BSSEX,  •         • 

Bterbtt,         •       • 
Btbbbtt  (Olendale), 
Fairhatrn,    .       • 

FrrcHBvmo,    . 


Gift  of  Hon.  WillUm  A.  Wilde  of  Maiden. 

Beqoest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  ciiisens. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  as  a 
memorial  of  her  husband. 

Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgls  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 

Beqaest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cnshmao. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  BennetL 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  her  son,  Edgar  Shefltold  Porter. 

Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bonme,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 
the  Hon.  Jonathan  Boame. 

Gift  of  Gen.  Sylyanns  Thayer. 

Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Bindge  of  Los  Angeles. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sndbnry. 

Gift  of  E.  EL  GKxxinow  and  other  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellas  Eldredge. 

Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Eastace  C.  Fitz. 

Gift  of  William  Mnnroe. 

Gift  of  William  CuUen  Bryant. 

Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  John  U.  Soathworth  of  Springfield. 

Bequests  and  gifts  of  citizens. 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 

Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her  son, 
George  Bnckham  Wright. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  Williston. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Oliyer  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames. 

Beqoest  of  T.  0.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Albert  M.  Parlin,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 

Bequest  of  William  Shute. 

Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abble  P.  Eogers,  as  a  memorial  of 
thehr  daughter,  Millioent. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Eodney  Wallace. 
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Freetown,     . 

•       • 

Oardnsb, 

Oborobtown, 

Olouobstbb,  . 

Qroton,  . 

Hartard, 

Hatfield, 

Havbbhill,    . 

HiNOHAM, 

HiNSDALB, 

HOLDBN,  •          • 

HOPBDALB,        • 

HOPKINTON,      • 

HUBBABDSTON, 

Ipswich,  . 

Kingston, 

LANCASTBBt      • 

Lawrkncb,     • 

Leicester, 

Lbnox,    • 

Lexington,     • 

Lincoln,  . 

Littleton, 

Ludlow,  •       • 

Ltnn, 

Malden,  •       • 

Manohbstbb,  . 

Mansfield,     . 

Mabblbhead, 

Marion,  . 

Marsh  FIELD, . 

Mbdfoed, 

Mbthubn, 

Middlbton,    . 

MONSON,  . 

Natick,  . 

South  Naiick,   . 

Nbwbubtport, 

Newton,  . 

North  Adams, 

Northampton,       • 

Northampton, 

Florence^  . 

Nobtu  Attleboboc 

OH,. 

Nobthborough,     • 

Nobth  Brookfibli 

►.        . 

Nobthfield,  . 

Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Hatbawaj  Crowell,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  father,  Hon.  Qailford  B.  Hathaway. 
Gift  of  children  of  Levi  Hey  wood. 
Gift  of  George  Feabody. 
Gift  of  Samael  E.  Sawyer. 
Fartly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  natiyes  of  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Samael  H.  Dickinson. 
Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samnel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 
Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife,  Mrs. 

Sylyia  Thwing  Bancroft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 
Gift  of  Capt.  Augustine  Heard. 
Bequest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  his  sons. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  Miss  E.  A.  White. 
Gift  of  Lory  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  David  E  Merriam 

and  others. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermerhom. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Cary. 
Gift  of  George  Grosvenor  Tarbell. 

Gift  of  children  of  William  Sierens  Houghton,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  their  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her 

husband. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Elisha  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial 

of  their  son. 
Gift  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 
Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Ventress. 
Gift  of  Thatcher  Magoun. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevins. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  R.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 

Horatio  Lyon. 
Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 
Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  bis 

brother,  Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 
Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by 

the  city. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 
Gift  of  Alfred  T.  Lilly. 
Gift  of  children  of  Edmund  I.  and  Lncy  N.  Richards,  as  a 

memorial  of  their  parents. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Haston. 
Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchburg. 


GIYERS  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDINGS  IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


Acton,     •       • 

Ambsburt, 

Am  HBR8T,  North, 

Andovbr, 

Arlington,     • 

ashburnham, 
Atbr, 

Barnstablr,  • 
Bakrb,    .        • 
Bbckbt,  . 
Bblchbrtown, 
Bbrnardston, 

BlLLERIOA, 

Blandford, 

Bourns,  • 

Braintrbb, 

Brookfield, 

Cambridob, 

Carlislb, 

Cuarlbmont, 

Chatham, 

Chblmsford, 

Chblsba, 

Concord, 

cumminoton, 

Dalton,  . 

Dantbrs, 

Dartmouth,  South, 

Dbdham, 

Dbbrfibld, 

Dbnnib,  • 

Duxburt, 

East  Bridobwatbb, 
Basthampton, 
Eajton,   •       •       • 
Ebsbx,     •       •       • 
Eybrbtt,         •       • 
Eybbbtt  (Olendale), 
Fairhaybn,    . 

Fitch  bubo,    . 


Gift  of  Hon.  WilliAm  A.  Wilde  of  Maiden. 

Bequest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  as  a 
memorial  of  her  hasband. 

Gift  of  George  P.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgie  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 

Bequest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushraan. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshna  BennetL 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  her  son,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 

Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 
the  Hon.  Jonathan  Boame. 

Gift  of  Gen.  SylTanns  Thayer. 

Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Rindge  of  Los  Angeles. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Oleason  of  Sndbury. 

Gift  of  E.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellas  Eldredge. 

Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  HoQ.  Eustace  C.  Fitz. 

Gift  of  William  Mnnroe. 

Gift  of  William  Cullen  Bryant. 

Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  John  U.  Southworth  of  Springfield. 

Bequests  and  gifts  of  citizens. 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 

Boqnest  of  Jacob  Sears. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her  son, 
George  Bnckham  Wright. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 

Gilt  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  WlUiston. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Oliyer  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames. 

Beqnest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Bnmham  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Albert  M.  Parlin,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 

Bequest  of  William  Shute. 

Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers,  as  a  memorial  of 
their  daughter,  Millioent. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 


32 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


[Jan. 


Fbebtoww, 

Oardnbb, 

Oborobtown, 

Olouobstbb, 

Oroton,  . 

Harvard, 

Hatfibld, 

Hatbrhill, 

HiNOHAM, 
HiNSDALB, 
HOLDBN,  • 
HOPBDALB, 

HOPKINTOir, 

hubbardstok 
Ipswich,  . 
K1NO8TON, 
Lanoastbr, 
Lawrbncb,     •       .       • 
Lbiobstbr, 

Lbnoz,    . 
Lbximotoit, 
Lincoln,.       •       •       • 
Littleton,      .       .       • 

LXTDLOW,  • 

Ltnn, 

Maldbn,  . 

Manohbstbr, 

Mansfibld, 

Marblbhead, 

Marion,  . 

Marshfibld, 

Mbdford, 

Mbthubn, 

MiDDLBTON, 
MONSON,  . 

Natick,  . 

South  Natick, 
Nbwburtport, 
Mbwton,  . 
North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

Northampton, 
Florence,  • 
North  Attlbborouoh,  • 

Northborouoh,     •       • 
North  Brookfibld, 
Northfibld,  . 


Olft  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Hathaway  Crowell,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  father,  Hon.  Qnilford  B.  Hathaway. 
Olft  of  children  of  Levi  Hey  wood. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Samoel  E.  Sawyer. 
Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Samael  H.  Dickinson. 
Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samnel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 
Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife,  Mrs. 

Sylvia  Thwing  Bancroft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 
Gift  of  Capt.  Aognstine  Heard. 
Beqaest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  his  sons. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  Miss  E.  A.  White. 
Gift  of  Lory  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  David  E  Merrlam 

and  others. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermorhom. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Cary . 
Gift  of  George  Grosvenor  Tarbell. 

Gift  of  children  of  William  Stevens  Houghton,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  their  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her 

husband. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Elisha  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial 

of  their  son. 
Gift  of  Thomas  Jeflferson  Coolidge. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 
Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Ventress. 
Gift  of  Thatcher  Magoun. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Kevins. 
Beqaest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  B.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 

Horatio  Lyon. 
Beqaest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 
Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  dtlzens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  bit 

brother,  Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 
Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by 

the  city. 
Beqaest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 
Gift  of  Alfred  T.  LUIy. 
Olft  of  children  of  Edmund  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a 

memorial  of  their  parents. 
Olft  of  Cyrus  Gale. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Hasten. 
Olft  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchburg. 
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North  Reading, 
Norton,  . 
Norwood, 

Orlbans, 
Pbabodt, 
Pbppbrbll,     • 
Pbterbham,    . 

PimFIBLD,      • 

Princeton,     . 
Proyinobtown, 

QUINCT,    . 

Randolph, 
Rbhoboth, 
roohebtbb,    . 
Saxbm,     . 
ScrruATB,  North, 
Shirley, 
Southbridob, 
Spencer, 
Sprinotibld,  • 
Sterling, 

Stookbridgb, 
Stow, 

Sturbridgb,  . 

Svdbvrt,        • 
svndbrland,  • 
Swansea, 
uxbridgb, 
Ware,     .       • 
Warren, 
Watertown,  . 
Welleslbt,   • 
Wbbt  Brooxtibld, 
Westpord, 
Wbtmouth,    . 

South  Weymouth, 

WiLLLAJfSBVRO, 

HaifdenvilUt 

WOBURN, 

Wrenthax,    . 
Yarmouth,     • 


Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wbeaton. 

Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter,  Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 
Built  partly  by  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Bequest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  New  York. 
Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 
Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnuw,  as  a  family  memorial. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Crane. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Turner. 
Gifts  of  Darius  Goff  of  Pawtncket,  R.  I. 
Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bedford. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 
Gift  of  Silas  Pelrce  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife. 
Built  mainly  by  bequest  of  Mrs.  Betsey  D.  Hazen. 
Gift  of  Holmes  Ammidown  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Richard  Sngden. 
Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association. 
Gift  of  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

daughter,  Elizabeth  Aime. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 
Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  for  estate  of  John  Witt 

Randall. 
Bequest  of  George  B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

father,  Joshua  Hyde. 
Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 
Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Steyens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  others. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  othen. 
Built  by  Hollis  H.  Hunnewell  and  others. 
Gift  of  Hollis  H.  Hunnewell. 
Gift  of  Charles  Merriam  of  Springfield. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Vamum  Fletcher. 
Gift  of  Quincy  Tnfts  and  his  sister.  Miss  Susan  Tufts. 
Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 
Bequest  of  Stephen  Meekins. 
Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Hayden. 
Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiah  J.  Fiske. 
Gift  of  Mr.  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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1882. 

[Public  Statates,  chapter  40.] 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  1.  Law  library  associatioDS  heretofore  organized  in  any 
county  except  Suffolk  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  chapter 
relating  to  such  corporations. 

Sect.  2.  The  attorneys  at  law  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  resident  in  a  county  for  which  there  is  no 
law  library  association,  may  organize  themselves  by  the  name  of  the 
Law  Library  Association  for  such  county ;  and,  when  so  organized, 
shall  be  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  holding  and  managing  the 
law  library  belonging  to  the  county,  and  may  adopt  by-laws  for  that 
purpose,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  justices  of  the  superior  court. 

Sect.  3.  The  clerk  of  the  courts  in  any  county  in  which  no  such 
association  has  been  organized  may,  upon  the  application  of  seven 
attorneys  at  law  resident  therein,  call  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
such  organization  by  posting  up  notifications  thereof  in  some  con- 
venient place  in  any  court-house  of  the  county ;  which  meeting  shall 
be  held  during  the  term  of  the  superior  court  commencing  next  after 
ten  days  from  the  time  of  posting  up  such  notification.  The  clerk 
shall  preside  at  such  meeting  until  a  clerk  of  the  association  is  chosen. 

Sect.  4.  The  oflScers  of  such  an  association  shall  be  a  clerk,  treas- 
urer, and  librarian,  and  their  duties  shall  be  defined  by  the  by-laws. 

Sect.  5.  Every  inhabitant  of  a  county  in  which  such  association 
is  organized  may  use  the  books  in  the  library,  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  association  with  the  approval  of 
the  superior  court. 

Town  and  City  Libraries. 

Sect.  9.  Any  town  or  city  may  establish  and  maintain  a  public 
library  therein,  with  or  without  branches,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  may  provide  suitable  rooms  therefor,  under  such  regula- 
tions for  its  government  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  by  the  city  council. 
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Sect.  10.  Any  town  may  at  a  legal  meeting  grant  and  vote  money 
for  the  establishment,  maintenance,  or  increase  of  a  public  library 
therein,  and  for  erecting  or  providing  suitable  buildings  or  rooms 
therefor ;  and  may  receive,  hold,  and  manage  any  device,  beqnest, 
or  donation  for  the  establishment,  increase,  or  maintenance  of  any 
such  library. 

Sect.  1 1 .  The  city  government  of  a  city  or  the  selectmen  of  a 
town,  in  which  there  is  a  public  library  owned  and  maintained  by  such 
city  or  town,  may  place  in  such  library,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants, 
such  books,  reports,  and  laws  as  have  been  or  may  be  received  from 
the  commonwealth. 

Appropriation  of  Monet  for  Libraries. 

Section  10  of  chapter  27  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that  the 
towns  may  at  legal  meetings  grant  and  vote  such  sums  as  they  judge 
necessary  for  maintaining  any  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants 
are  allowed  free  access  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  books  on  the 
premises,  and  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a  public  reading-room, 
in  connection  with  and  under  the  control  of  the  manager  of  such 
library. 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  107  of  chapter  102  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that  the 
money  received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  shall  be 
expended  for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools. 

Defacing  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

Section  79  of  chapter  203  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that 
whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and  without  cause  writes 
upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book,  plate,  picture,  en- 
graving or  statue  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or  other  public  library, 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty 
dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months. 

1883. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  wilfUl  detention  of  books,  newspapers,  msffa- 
zines,  pamphlets  or  xnanuscriptB  of  certain  libraries. 

[Acta  of  1883,  chapter  77.] 
Be  it  enacted^  elc.^  asfollowB  ; 

Section  1.  Whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and 
without  cause  detains  any  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  or 
manuscript  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or  other  public  or  incor- 
porated library,  for  thirty  days  after  notice  in  writing,  from  the 
librarian  of  such  library,  given  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  which 


1900-]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  39 

by  the  regulations  of  such  library,  such  book,  newspaper,  magazine, 
pamphlet,  or  manuscript  may  be  kept,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twenty-five  dollars,  or  by  imprison- 
ment in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Sect.  2.  The  notice  required  by  the  foregoing  section  shall  bear 
upon  its  face  a  copy  of  this  act. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [^Approved 
March  24,  1883,'\ 

An  Act  for  the  better  protection  of  property  of  certain  libraries. 

[Acts  of  1883,  chapter  81  ] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Section  seventy-nine  of  chapter  two  hundred  and 
three  of  the  Public  Statutes  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows :  —  Whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and  without 
cause  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book,  plate, 
picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  manuscript, 
or  statue  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or  other  public  or  incorpo- 
rated library,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  fifty  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding 
six  months. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  {^Approved 
March  24,  1883,'] 

1885. 

An  Act  to  protect  persons  usingr  public  libraries  from  distiirbance. 

[Acts  of  1885,  chapter  225.  ] 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follmos : 

Whoever  wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library  or 
reading  room  connected  therewith  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any  other 
manner  during  the  time  in  which  such  library  or  reading  room  is  open 
to  the  public,  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  days,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars.  ^Approved 
May  12,  1885.] 

1888. 

An  Act  concerningr  the  election  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  trustees 
of  free  public  libraries  or  of  free  public  libraries  and  reading 
rooms,  in  towns. 

[Acta  of  1888,  chapter  304.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc,,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Every  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the 
support  of  a  free  public  library  or  free  public  library  and  reading  room 
that  is  owned  by  the  town,  shall  at  its  annual  meeting,  or  at  a  legal  town 
meeting  appointed  and  notified  for  that  purpose  by  the  selectmen,  elect 
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a  board  of  trustees,  except  in  cases  where  such  library  has  been  or 
may  be  acquired  by  the  town,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  some  donation 
or  bequest  containing  other  conditions  or  provisions  for  the  elections 
of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management,  which  conditions  have 
been  accepted  and  agreed  to  by  vote  of  the  town. 

[Section  2  amended  by  chapter  112,  Acts  of  1889.] 

Sect.  2.  Said  board  of  trustees  shall  consist  of  any  number  of 
persons  divisible  by  three  not  exceeding  nine  in  all  which  the  town 
may  decide  to  elect,  one- third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually  and  to 
continue  in  office  for  three  years,  except  that  the  town  shall  first  elect 
one-third  of  the  trustees  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and 
one-third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one-third  the  number  annu- 
ally for  the  term  of  three  years.  No  person  shall  be  ineligible  to 
serve  upon  said  board  of  trustees  by  reason  of  sex.  Such  board  of 
trustees  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  organize  annually  by  the 
choice  of  a  chairman  and  secretary  from  their  own  number. 

Sect.  3.  If  auy  person  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
after  being  duly  notiGed  of  his  election  in  the  manner  in  which  town 
officers  are  required  to  be  notified,  refuses  or  neglects  to  accept  said 
office,  or  if  any  member  declines  further  service,  or  from  change  of 
residence  or  otherwise,  becomes  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the 
board,  the  remaining  members  shall  in  writing  give  notice  of  the  fact 
to  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  and  the  two  boards  may  thereupon, 
after  giving  public  notice  of  at  least  one  week,  proceed  to  fill  such 
vacancy  until  the  next  annual  town  meeting ;  and  a  majority  of  the 
ballots  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  shall  be  necessary  to  an  election. 

Sect.  4.  The  trustees  so  elected  by  the  town  shall  have  the  entire 
custody  and  management  of  the  library  and  reading-room  and  all  prop- 
erty owned  by  the  town  relating  thereto ;  and  all  money  raised  or 
appropriated  by  the  town  for  its  support  and  maintenance,  and  all 
money  or  property  that  the  town  may  receive  by  donation  from  any 
source,  or  by  bequest,  in  behalf  of  said  free  public  library  and  read- 
ing room,  shall  be  placed  in  the  care  and  custody  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  to  be  expended  or  retained  by  them  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
town  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public  library  and 
reading  room,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  each  or  any  dona- 
tion or  bequest  accepted  by  the  town. 

Sect.  5.  In  every  town  which  shall,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  at  its  annual  town  meeting  or  at  a  legal  town  meeting  appointed 
and  notified  for  that  purpose  by  the  selectmen,  so  direct,  the  board  of 
trustees  shall,  in  addition  to  the  officers  named  in  section  two  of  this 
act,  elect  from  among  their  own  number  a  treasurer,  who  shall  give  a 
bond  to  the  town  similar  to  the  bond  given  by  the  town  treasurer,  for 
Buch  an  amount  and  with  such  sureties  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the 
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selectmen ;  and  until  a  town  directs  otherwise  the  town  treasurer  shall 
act  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Sect.  6.  The  trustees  shall  make  an  explicit  report  to  the  town  at 
each  annual  town  meeting  of  all  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and 
of  all  the  property  of  the  town  in  their  care  and  custody,  including  a 
statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  they  may  have,  and 
of  any  bequests  or  donations  they  may  have  received  and  are  hold- 
ing in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  such  recommendations  in  reference  to 
the  same  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  town  to  consider. 

Sect.  7.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  interfere  with 
library  associations,  nor  with  any  library  that  is  or  may  be  organized 
and  managed  under  special  act  of  the  legislature. 

Sect.  8.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.     [^Approved 

May  4,  1888.'] 

1889. 

An  Act  relatiner  to  the  election,  powers  and  duties  of  trustees  of  firee 
public  libraries  and  reading  rooms  in  towns. 

[Acts  of  1889,  chapter  112.] 
Be  it  enacted,  elc,^  asjollows : 

Section  two  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  four  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight  is  hereby  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  in  lines  two  and  three  the  words  ^^  not  exceeding  nine  in  all," 
80  as  to  read  as  follows:  Section  2.  Said  board  of  trustees  shall 
consist  of  any  number  of  persons  divisible  by  three  which  the  town 
may  decide  to  elect,  one-third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually  and  to 
continue  in  office  for  three  years,  except  that  the  town  shall  first  elect 
one- third  of  the  trustees  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and 
one-third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one-third  the  number  an- 
nually for  the  term  of  three  years.  No  person  shall  be  ineligible  to 
serve  upon  said  board  of  trustees  by  reason  of  sex.  Such  board  of 
trustees  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  organize  annually  by  the 
choice  of  a  chairman  and  secretary  from  their  own  number :  provided^ 
any  town  having  a  free  public  library  which  has  heretofore  elected  a 
board  of  trustees  to  manage  the  same  consisting  of  a  number  divisible 
by  three,  and  has  heretofore  elected  annually  one-third  of  said  board 
for  three  years,  may  continue  to  elect  annually  one-third  of  said 
board,  and  the  trustees  in  office  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  term 
for  which  they  were  elected  shall  expire  unless  the  town  shall  vote 
otherwise.     {^Approved  March  14y  1889.'] 
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1890. 

An  Act  to  promote  the  establishinent  and  efflciency   of  tree  public 

libraries. 

[Acts  of  1890,  chapter  347.] 
Be  it  enacted^  elc.^  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council  shall  appoint  five  persons,  residents  of  the  Commonwealth, 
who  shall  constitute  a  board  of  library  commissioners.  The  governor 
shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof.  One  member  of  said  board 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  term  of  five  years,  one  for  four  years,  one 
for  three  years,  one  for  two  years  and  one  for  one  year ;  and  there- 
after the  term  of  ofl9ce  of  the  commissioners  shall  be  five  years.  All 
vacancies  on  said  board,  whether  occurring  by  expiration  of  term  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  filled  by  the  governor  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  council. 

Sect.  2.  The  librarian  or  trustees  of  any  free  public  library  may 
ask  said  board  for  advice  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  books,  the 
cataloguing  of  books  and  any  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  main- 
tenance or  administration  of  the  library;  and  the  board  shall  give 
such  advice  in  regard  to  said  matters  as  it  shall  find  practicable. 
The  board  shall  make  a  report  of  its  doings  to  the  general  court  in 
January  of  each  year,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  said  report  shall 
be  printed  as  one  of  the  public  document  series. 

Sect.  3.  Said  board  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  expend, 
upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  library  trustees  of  any  town  hav- 
ing no  free  public  library  owned  and  controlled  by  the  town,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  for  books  for  any  such  town 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act ;  such  books  to  be  used  by  said 
trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library,  and  said 
commissioners  shall  select  and  purchase  all  books  to  be  provided  as 
aforesaid. 

Sect.  4.  No  town  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  until 
such  town  has  accepted  the  provisions  hereof  at  a  regularly  called 
town  meeting,  and  has  elected  a  board  of  library  trustees  as  pro- 
vided in  chapter  three  hundred  and  four  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  until  said  trustees  shall  have 
provided,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  board  of  commissioners, 
for  the  care,  custody  and  distribution  of  the  books  furnished  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  act. 

Sect.  5.  Any  town  accepting  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax,  or  shall  otherwise  annually 
provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public  library,  a  sum 
not  less  than  fifty  dollars  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was  one  million 
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dollars  or  upward,  or  a  sam  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  if  said 
valaation  was  less  than  one  million  and  not  less  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  a  sum  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars  if 
said  valuation  was  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  6.  No  member  of  the  board  of  commissioners  shall  receive 
any  compensation,  but  the  board  may  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars  annually  for  clerical  assistance  and  incidental 
and  necessary  expenses  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties ;  and  all  sums 
expended  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  from  the 
treasury  after  the  bills  therefor  have  been  approved  by  the  board  and 
sent  to  the  auditor  of  the  commonwealth,  who  shall  certify  to  the 
governor  and  council  the  amount  due  as  in  case  of  all  other  bills  and 
accounts  approved  by  him  under  the  provisions  of  law. 

Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  lApproved 
May  28, 1890.'] 

1892. 

[Acta  of  1892,  chapter  255.] 
Be  it  enacted^  etc.,  as  follows : 

The  board  of  library  commissioners  may  expend  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  for  books  for  the  free  public  library  of  any  town 
whose  valuation  does  not  exceed  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
maintained  a  free  library  before  the  passage  of  chapter  three  hundred 
and  forty-seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety, 
and  which  has  fully  complied  or  hereafter  fully  complies  with  the 
provisions  of  said  act. 


m 
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ELEVENTH    REPORT 


J- 


OF  THB 


Free  Public  Library  Commission 


OP 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


1901. 


BOSTON : 
WRIGFIT  &  POTTER  PRINTING  CO.,  STATE   PRINTERS. 

18  Post  Office  Square. 
1901. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE   COMMISSION. 


C.  B.  TILLINGHAST,  Chairman,  Boston, 
Mms  MABEL  SIMPKINS,  Yarmouth,     . 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN,  Worcester, . 
HENRY  S.  NOURSE,  Lancaster,     . 
Miss  £.  P.  SOHIER,  Secrelary,  Beverly, . 


term  expires  1905. 
term  expires  1904. 
term  expires  1904. 
term  expires  1903. 
term  expires  1902. 


EEPOKT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission was  organized,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its 
eleventh  report,  covering  the  calendar  year  1900. 


The  Commission. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Tillinghast  has  been  reappointed  for  the  fiill  term 
of  five  years,  and  designated  by  the  Governor  as  chairman. 


Books  supplied  during  the  Year. 

The  towns  of  Dracut  and  Hadley  have  been  supplied  with 
one  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  books  each  during  the  year, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890 ;  and 
the  town  of  Eastham  has  been  supplied  with  a  first  instalment 
of  books,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  233  of  the  Acts  of 
1900.  The  Nantucket  Athenaum  has  l>een  made  free,  and  the 
town  makes  an  appropriation  toward  its  maintenance. 


Towns  classified  as  to  Libraries. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  fi^e  library  facilities  they  now  enjoy :  — 
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Class  1. 

Towns  which  luive  libraries  atoned  and  controlled  by  the  town  and  free  for 

circulation  to  all  the  people. 


J I 


Abington, 

Acushnet, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Amesbury, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashburnham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleborough, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 


Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dalton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Draeut, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Gran  by, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Hadley, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 


Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hardwick, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

HoUiston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Med  way, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 
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Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montagae, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newbury  port. 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 


Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbume, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

South  wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterring, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 


Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridgewater, 

West  Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Westwood, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.  — 270. 
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Towns  which  have  free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bemardston, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cummington, 

Dan  vers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Class  2. 

libraries  in  which  the  town 
in  the  management, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 


has  some  represenlaiion 

Maiden, 

Methuen, 

Norton, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Woburn.  — 86. 


Class  S. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates 
money y  but  is  not  represented  in  the  management. 


Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Boxford, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Cheshire, 

Cottage  City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 


Great  Barrington, 

Harwich, 

Lee, 

Monson, 

Nantucket, 

Northbridge, 

Palmer, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 


Scituate, 

Southampton, 

Stockbridge, 

Tisbury, 

Ware, 

Wellesley, 

Westhampton, 

West  Tisburv, 

Worthington.  —  27. 


Class  4. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the 

town, 

Barnstable,  Fairliaven,  Rajnham, 

Becket,  Gloucester,  Rehoboth, 

Billerica,  Hopkinton,  W^arehara, 

Buckland,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth.  — 14. 

Easton,  Marion, 

Class  5. 

Towns  which  have  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places, 

Newbury, Newburyport  Public  Library, 

Washington, Becket  Athenadum.  —  2. 

Class  6. 

Towns  having  no  free  public  library  privileges. 

Gay  Head,        Lakeville,        New  Marlborough,        Nor  well.  —  4. 
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Free  libraries  have  ])een  established  during  the  year  in 
Hadley  and  Dracut,  and  the  Nantucket  Athenteum  has  been 
made  free  to  all  the  people  of  Nantucket. 

Without  Free  Library  Privileges. 

The  following  table  shows  the  population  and  valuation  of 
the  four  towns  of  the  State  that  are  still  without  free  public 
libraries.  The  entire  population  of  these  towns,  according  to 
the  last  census,  was  3,973,  or  less  than  one-seventh  of  one  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  population  of  the  State.  There  are  associa- 
tion libraries  in  two  of  these  towns. 


TOWNS. 


Popalatlon. 


Yalcuitlon. 


Gay  Head, 

Lakeville, 

New  Marlborough, 

Norwell, 

Total,      . 


126,977  00 
550,486  00 
575,749  00 
856,074  00 


Additional  State  Aid  to  Small  Libraries. 
The  following  law  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  1900 :  — 

[Chaptek  233.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Board  op  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
missioners TO  purchase  Books  for  the  Free  Public  Libraries 
OF  Certain  Towns. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

The  board  of  free  public  library  commissioners  may  expend,  in 
such  amounts  and  at  such  times  as  they  deem  expedient,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  every 
free  public  library  owned  and  controlled  by  a  town  the  valuation  of 
which  does  not  exceed  six  hundred  thousand  dollars :  provided^  that 
the  town  shall  have  complied  with  all  laws  relative  to  the  maintenance 
of  such  library,  and  that  the  trustees  of  the  library  shall  provide,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  board,  for  the  distribution  of  books  in  different 
parts  of  the  town  where  such  distribution  is  necessary,  by  means  of 
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branch  libraries  or  deliveries,  and  for  practical  and  effective  means 
of  rendering  the  library  useful  to  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  the 
public  schools  in  such  town.     [_Approved  April  13^  1900.'] 

Applications  by  the  trustees  of  free  public  libraries  aflFected 
by  the  above  law  will  be  considered  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  received.  All  such  applications  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
full  statement  of  the  condition  and  usefulness  of  the  library, 
specifying  the  whole  number  of  books  loaned  for  home  read- 
ing during  the  last  year  recorded,  the  amount  appropriated 
from  the  town  treasury  (giving  dog  tax)  for  library  support 
during  each  of  the  last  two  financial  years,  and  a  description 
of  the  methods  used,  if  any,  to  help  the  public  schools  and 
afibrd  library  privileges  to  outlying  neighborhoods. 

The  purpose  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  passage  of  this  act 
was  to  widen  and  strengthen  the  usefulness  of  the  libraries  to 
the  homo  and  the  school,  to  bring  good  books  as  near  as  possi- 
ble to  every  fireside,  and  to  enrich  and  amplify  the  curriculum 
of  the  schools.  It  is  expected  that  the  towns  will  cordially  co- 
operate with  the  commission  in  the  effort  to  fully  realize  this 
purpose,  and  seek  to  do  all  that  has  not  already  been  done  to 
bring  the  library  in  living  touch  with  the  life  of  the  household 
and  the  school.  In  furtherance  of  this  purpose,  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  commission  to  furnish  mainly  such  books  as  are 
attractive,  interesting  and  instructive,  especially  to  young 
people,  and  only  a  limited  quantity  of  fiction. 

The  following  towns  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act :  — 


Alford, 

Chilmark, 

Granville, 

Ashby, 

Clarksburg, 

Greenwich, 

Auburn, 

Col  rain. 

Halifax, 

Berkley, 

Dana, 

Hampden, 

Berlin, 

Dunstable, 

Hancock, 

Blandford, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Hawley, 

Bolton, 

Eastham, 

Heath, 

Boxborough, 

Egremont, 

Holland, 

Bojlston, 

Erving, 

Huntington, 

Brimfield, 

Florida, 

Lakeviile, 

Burlington, 

Gay  Head, 

Lanesborough, 

Carlisle, 

Gill, 

Leverett, 

Charlemont, 

Goshen, 

Leyden, 

Chester, 

Gosnold, 

Mashpee, 

Chesterfield, 

Granby, 

Mendon, 
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Middlefield, 

Pax  ton, 

Shutesbury, 

Middleton, 

Pelham, 

Southwick, 

Monroe, 

Peru,  ^ 

Sunderland, 

Monterey, 

Phillipston, 

Tolland, 

Montgomery, 

Plainfield, 

Truro, 

Mount  Washington, 

Plympton, 

Tyngsborough, 

New  Ashford, 

Prescott, 

Tyringham, 

New  Braintree, 

Richmond, 

Wales, 

New  Marlborough, 

Rochester, 

Warwick, 

New  Salem, 

Rowe, 

Washington, 

Norfolk, 

Royal  ston. 

Wendell, 

North  Heading, 

Russell, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Oakham, 

Rutland, 

Whately, 

Orleans, 

Sandisfield, 

Windsor. 

Otis. 

Savoy, 

Gifts  to,  and  Notes  from,  the  Libraress. 

The  following  information  relative  to  individual  libraries  has 
been  gathered  from  all  available  sources,  and  gives  in  detail 
some  idea  of  the  general  interest  in  library  work  and  the  kindly- 
aid  given  the  libraries  in  many  ways :  — 


Amesbury.  The  new  library  building  upon  Main  Street  is  under 
contract  to  be  ready  for  public  use  May  1,  1901.  It  is  two- 
storied,  62  by  37  feet,  with  a  fire-proof  stack  wing  40  by  87 
feet,  having  a  capacity  for  45,000  volumes.  The  construction 
is  of  moulded  cream-colored  brick  with  limestone  trimmings,  the 
interior  finish  being  of  oak  throughout.  The  newspaper  room 
will  occupy  a  part  of  the  basement.  On  the  first  floor  are  the 
delivery,  reference,  reading,  children's  and  librarian's  rooms* 
The  second  story  is  given  to  the  art  and  natural  history  rooms. 
The  cost  of  the  building  is  $22,000 ;  of  the  lot,  $5,500.  The 
restduary  estate  of  the  late  Mary  A.  Barnard  amounts  to  $32,- 
468.77,  of  which  $10,000  was  bequeathed  as  a  permanent  fund, 
the  income  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  bal- 
ance was  left  as  a  building  fund.  The  Hannah  C.  Hubbard 
bequest  of  $5,000  for  a  building  is  also  now  available,  and  the 
town  has  voted  the  sum  of  $5,000  for  the  same  purpose. 

AsHBY.  Mr.  Edwin  Chapman,  a  Boston  merchant  whose  home  is  in 
Ashby,  has  bought  a  lot  and  will  in  the  spring  erect  upon  it  a 
library  building,  to  cost  between  $20,000  and  $30,000,  as  a  gift 
to  tfie  town.  Mr.  Chapman's  business  partner,  Mr.  Amos  F. 
Adams,  in  1895  gave  his  native  town,  Chelmsford,  its  beauti- 
ful library. 
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Barnstable.  The  Free  Library  Association  of  Hyannis  has  received 
$75  for  the  purchase  of  books,  being  the  net  proceeds  of  an 
entertainment  given  for  that  pnrpose.  This  library  club's  build- 
ing serves  as  a  delivery  station  of  the  Sturgis  Free  Library, 
receiving  twenty-five  books  at  a  time,  exchangeable  every  six 
weeks. 

Boston.  Mrs.  Lewis,  who  a  few  years  ago  gave  the  public  library  a 
valuable  collection  of  Americana,  which,  in  honor  of  her  husband, 
is  called  the  John  A.  Lewis  Library,  has  added  to  her  benefaction 
the  sum  of  $200  for  the  purchase  of  certain  rare  books  and  man- 
uscripts relating  to  American  history.  The  late  Abram  Cutter, 
bookseller,  of  Charlestown,  bequeathed  to  the  public  library  the 
sum  of  $4,000  and  his  private  library.  Judge  Mellen  Chamber- 
lain supplemented  his  previous  generous  gifts  to  the  library 
by  the  bequest  of  his  collection  of  autographs,  photographs, 
genealogical,  personal  and  family  papers,  besides  many  books 
and  pamphlets  bearing  the  autographs  of  distinguished  original 
owners.  By  the  will  of  Daniel  Sharpe  Ford,  late  editor  and 
owner  of  the  *'  Youth's  Companion,"  the  Boston  Public  Library 
receives  a  legacy  of  $6,000.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  promised  an 
annual  gift  of  $100  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
increase  of  the  Galatea  collection,  relating  to  the  social,  educa- 
tional and  industrial  progress  of  woman.  Mrs.  Rufus  W.  Gris- 
wold  of  Bangor,  Me.,  has  given  a  collection  of  letters  belonging 
to  her  husband,  including  many  from  literary  celebrities  with 
whom  he  had  correspondence.  Col.  T.  W.  Higginson  presented 
to  the  library  an  interesting  collection  of  letters  written  by  John 
Brown.  On  March  26  a  bust  of  Wendell  Phillips,  by  Martin 
Millmore,  was  presented  by  the  Wendell  Phillips  Memorial 
Association. 

Canton.  Mr.  Augustus  Hemenway,  one  of  Canton's  most  prom- 
inent citizens,  has  selected  and  purchased  an  admirable  lot  for 
a  public  library  building,  and  is  having  plans  prepared,  with 
the  intention  of  beginning  the  erection  of  the  structure  very 
soon. 

Conway.  The  Field  Memorial  Library  was  incorporated  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  1900  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Marshall  Field.  The  act  provides  for  a  self- perpetuating  board 
of  five  members,  which  may  hold  property  to  the  amount  of 
$200,000.  The  corner-stone  of  a  building,  which  is  to  cost 
about  $100,000,  and  serve  as  a  memorial  to  John  and  Fidelia 
Nash  Field,  the  parents  of  the  donor,  was  laid  with  due  cere- 
mony on  the  4th  of  July  last. 
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Dracut.  The  Dracut  Library,  just  established  and  opened  for  use 
on  December  8,  is  placed  in  a  well-lighted  upper  room  of  a 
school-house,  which  has  been  reconstructed  and  tastefully  fur- 
nished for  reading  room  and  library  purposes,  lighted  with  gas 
and  heated  by  a  furnace.  The  Molly  Varnum  Chapter,  D.  A.  R., 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Thompson,  regent,  has  announced  its  intention  to 
give  the  library  a  collection  of  books  relating  to  the  American 
Revolution,  as  a  memorial  to  the  wife  of  Brig. -Gen.  James 
Mitchell  Varnum,  a  native  of  Dracut,  who  did  honorable  service 
in  the  war  for  independence.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays. 
It  has  at  the  start  over  800  volumes  upon  the  shelves.  The 
chairman  of  the  trustees  is  Mr.  S.  R.  Kitchen,  and  the  librarian, 
who  is  also  secretary  of  the  trustees,  is  Miss  Amy  Goodhue. 

Dudley.  The  new  librai-y  building  is  located  in  the  village  of  Chase- 
ville.  The  town  voted  $2,500  for  the  building,  and  the  Stevens 
Linen  Works  gave  the  site.  The  construction  is  of  brick  with 
marble  trimmings,  the  structure  being  one-storied  above  the 
basement. 

DuxBURY.  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright  proposes  to  build  a  fire-proof 
stack  room  as  an  addition  to  the  library ;  or,  if  it  should  be  de- 
cided to  be  more  feasible,  to  substitute  a  more  permanent  struct- 
ure for  the  present  building,  which  is  a  wooden  dwelling  adapted 
for  library  purposes.  The  present  edifice,  with  the  grounds 
about  it,  was  Mrs.  Wright's  gift  to  the  town  in  1889,  as  a 
memorial  to  her  son,  George  Buckham  Wright. 

Falmouth.  Mr.  D.  Wheeler  Swift  of  Worcester,  a  native  of  West 
Falmouth,  whose  gifts  to  the  West  Falmouth  Library  last  year 
amounted  to  $550,  has  this  year  fitted  up  and  furnished  a  room 
in  the  basement  of  the  library  building  for  social  meetings,  at  a 
cost  of  between  $300  and  $400,  and  added  the  sum  of  $600  to 
the  permanent  funds  of  the  library  association. 

Freetown.  The  village  of  East  Freetown,  being  seven  miles  distant 
from  the  town  library,  derived  little  benefit  therefrom.  An 
association  was  therefore  organized  in  1896  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  circulating  library.  The  following  year  this  library 
was  made  free,  the  town  having  voted  an  appropriation  for  its 
support.  It  now  possesses  over  400  books,  and  receives  $50 
annually  from  the  town  treasury.  The  management  is  by  five 
directors,  chosen  by  the  association. 

Gloucesteb.  a  substantial  brick,  two-storied  building,  attractively 
funiished,  has  been  erected  and  offered  to  the  city  by  Rev.  J.  J. 
Healy  of  St.  Anne's  Catholic  Church.  It  adjoins  the  parochial 
residence,  which  is  centrally  located.     Over  the  entrance  \&  a 
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tablet  inscribed  ''Free  City  Library."  Father  Healy  asks  the 
city  to  accept  the  building,  guaranteeing  the  perpetual  support 
of  a  free  public  library  therein. 

Grafton.  The  late  Arthur  B.  McLellan,  a  Boston  lawyer,  has  left 
a  contingent  bequest  of  $2,500  to  the  free  library  in  his  native 
town  of  Grafton,  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  to  form 
what  will  be  known  as  the  "  McLellan  collection." 

Granville.  An  attractive  library  building  is  nearing  completion  in 
Granville.  It  includes  also  a  lecture  hall  and  convenient  rooms 
for  social  meetings.  The  construction  is  of  cream-colored  brick 
above  a  stone  basement,  with  terra-cotta  and  Longmeadow  stone 
trimmings.  The  Hon.  Milton  B.  Whitney  of  Westfield,  a  native 
of  Granville,  contributed  $5,000  for  the  building,  and  about 
$6,000  was  collected  by  a  ladies'  club.  The  library  is  located 
in  Granville  Corner,  the  business  centre  of  the  town,  but  pro- 
vision will  be  made  for  delivery  of  books  at  East  and  West 
Granville. 

Groveland.  By  the  burning,  on  April  26,  of  the  business  block  in 
which  a  room  was  leased  for  library  purposes,  about  two-thirds 
of  the  books,  2,200,  were  destroyed.  The  card  catalogue  and 
some  furniture  were  saved,  and  there  was  an  insurance  of  $1,000, 
which  was  satisfactorily  adjusted.  The  library  was  reopened  in 
temporary  quarters  July  7,  and  has  now  been  returned  to  its 
former  location,  the  burned  building  having  been  reconstructed, 
with  1,300  volumes  upon  its  shelves.  Capt.  J.  G.  B.  Adams, 
the  late  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  has 
remembered  his  native  town  in  his  will  by  a  bequest  of  $5,000 
for  the  benefit  of  its  public  library.  This  does  not  become 
available,  however,  until  after  the  decease  of  his  widow. 

Halifax.  A  few  of  the  residents  in  the  northern  part  of  Halifax 
have  privileges  in  the  new  Cobb  Libmry  at  Bryantville.  (See 
Pembroke.) 

Hanover.  The  will  of  John  Curtis  of  Wellesley,  who  died  April  17, 
1900,  contains  a  bequest  of  $15,000  for  the  erection  of  a  library 
building  in  Hanover.  The  gift  of  2,000  volumes  by  Mr.  Curtis 
in  1888  was  the  foundation  of  the  Hanover  Public  Library, 
and  it  was  named  in  his  honor,  the  John  Curtis  Free  Library. 
About  a  year  ago  he  added  $4,000  to  his  previous  benefaction 
to  the  institution. 

Hanson.  A  library  building  has  been  presented  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Bryantville  by  Mrs.  Rozilla  Cobb.      (See  Pembroke.) 

Haverhill.  The  public  library  building  has  been  improved  by 
extensive  alterations  and  repairs,  amounting  in  some  rooms  to 
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reconstraction,  thii8  making  possible  the  establishment  of  a  spe- 
cial children's  department  and  a  newspaper  reading  room,  besides 
adding  other  much-needed  conveniences. 
HoLYOKE.  The  new  library  building  stands  upon  one  side  of  a 
spacious  square,  the  other  side  of  which  is  reserved  for  an  art 
museum.  The  land,  valued  at  $100,000,  was  given  to  the  city 
by  the  Holyoke  Water  Power  Company.  The  material  of  con- 
struction is  Indiana  limestone  and  light-colored  brick,  the  roof 
being  tiled.  The  plan  is  T-shaped,  with  a  basement  and  two 
floors  above.  The  main  entrance  on  the  centre  of  the  front 
facade  is  from  a  portico  supported  by  six  stone  columns,  and 
leads  into  a  central  rotunda  open  to  the  roof,  around  which  at 
the  second  story  is  a  balcony.  The  two  wings  contain  on  the 
main  floor  periodical  and  reading  rooms,  and  on  the  floor  above 
art  rooms.  There  is  a  lecture  room  over  the  central  stack  floors, 
which  are  three  in  number.  The  children's  room  is  in  the  base- 
ment and  has  a  special  side  enti'ance.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  next  summer.  The  esti- 
mated cost  is  $83,000,  which  amount  has  been  raised  by  sub- 
scription. The  principal  donors  were :  William  Skinner, 
$10,000;  William  Whiting,  $10,000;  J.  Pierpont  Morgan, 
$10,000;  Julius  H.  Appleton,  $5,000;  Farr  Alpaca  Company, 
$5,000;  Parsons  Paper  Company,  $3,000;  Edward  P.  Bagg, 
$2,000. 

HuBBARDSTON.  The  late  Jonas  G.  Clark,  founder  of  Clark  University 
in  Worcester,  left  a  bequest  of  $500  to  the  Hubbardston  Library. 
Mr.  Clark  was  a  native  of  Hubbardstoh,  and  the  library  building, 
erected  in  1875,  was  his  gift  to  the  town. 

Leicester.  During  the  past  two  years  Hon.  John  E.  Russell  has 
given  the  tnistees  of  the  free  library  $250  each  year,  upon  con- 
dition that  it  should  be  opened  to  the  public  during  the  fore- 
noons of  each  day  except  Sunday ;  his  object  being  to  give 
greater  opportunity  for  the  use  of  the  reading  and  reference 
rooms  at  those  hours  of  the  day,  when  they  are  free  from  the 
bustle  often  inseparable  from  the  management  of  the  circulating 
department. 

Lunenburg.  The  public  library  has  an  unknown  benefactor,  who 
annually  contributes  $100  to  its  funds  for  the  purchase  of  such 
books  as  the  trustees  would  not  feel  authorized,  for  prudential 
i^easons,  to  buy  with  the  income  derived  from  taxation. 

Ltnn.  The  beautiful  new  building  of  the  public  librai^  was  opened 
for  use  April  2.  It  is  of  gray  Indiana  limestone,  richly  deco- 
rated, in  Corinthian  style  of  architecture,  with  columns,  marble 
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stairways  and  mosaic  floora.  The  total  cost  was  about  $241 ,000, 
the  chief  contribution  being  the  $80,000  bequest  of  Mrs.  William 
Shute.  The  stack  room  provides  room  for  200,000  volumes. 
Charles  W.  Bubier  of  Providence  has  presented  to  the  library  a 
copy  in  Carrara  marble  of  the  Venus  of  Milo,  as  a  memorial  to 
his  wife. 

Milton.  The  late  Roger  Wolcott  has  left  by  will  $2,000  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Milton  Public  Library. 

Nantucket.  The  Athenaeum  opened  its  doors  to  the  public  as  a  free 
library  early  in  April.  During  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  cen- 
tury, its  useful  life  as  a  proprietary  library,  it  has  had  but  two 
librarians,  Prof.  Maria  Mitchell  until  1856,  and  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Barnard,  the  present  incumbent. 

Natick.  The  Morse  Institute  Library  is  a  beneficiary,  to  the  amount 
of  $5,000,  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Maria  Hayes  of  Natick.  Her  be- 
quest is  to  constitute  a  perpetual  fund,  the  income  being  devoted 
to  the  running  expenses  of  the  institute. 

Newbuuyport.  Tlie  gifts  of  1900  to  the  public  library  amount  to 
$34,000.  The  bequest  of  Edward  S.  Moseley  of  Newburyport 
is  $5,000;  that  of  Abram  Cutter  of  Charlestown,  $4,000. 
John  Rand  Spring  of  San  Francisco,  a  native  of  Newburyport, 
presented  the  library  with  $20,000,  which  has  been  invested  by 
the  city,  yielding  4  per  cent,  interest.  Hon.  William  C.  Todd, 
who  endowed  the  reading  room  with  a  fund  of  $10,000,  has 
added  $5,000  to  that  endowment. 

North  Adams.  Mr.  William  Arthur  Gallup  has  equipped  in  a  very 
tasteful  and  substantial  manner  the  children's  room  in  the 
Houghton  Library. 

North  Andover.  By  the  will  of  J.  D.  W.  French,  a  Boston  mer- 
chant, the  North  Andover  Public  Library  receives  all  of  his 
private  library  except  the  works  upon  agriculture,  which  go  to 
the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  at  Amherst. 

Oxford.  Mr.  Charles  Larned  of  Boston,  a  native  of  Oxford,  has 
offered  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  library  building  iu  that 
town,  as  a  memorial  to  his  mother,  the  cost  of  the  building  to  be 
borne  two-thirds  by  him  and  one-third  by  the  town ;  the  entire 
cost  to  be  not  more  than  $18,000,  exclusive  of  the  land.  A  suit- 
able lot  has  been  offered  as  a  site,  by  a  citizen  of  the  town. 

Pembroke.  A  new  library  was  formally  dedicated  at  Bryantville,  in 
December,  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Sheriff  Joseph  Cobb.  It  is 
the  gift  of  his  widow,  Mrs.  Rozilla  Cobb  of  Pembroke,  to  those 
dwelling  within  a  two-mile  limit  of  the  locality,  which  includes 
portions  of  Pembroke,  Hanson  and  Halifax.     Mrs.  Cobb's  bene- 
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faction  also  includes  1 ,200  volumes  of  popular  literature,  but  as 
yet  no  provision  has  been  made  for  library  support  and  increase. 
The  management  is  in  the  hands  of  three  trustees,  appointees  of 
the  donor.     The  cost  of  the  building  was  $3,000. 

Pepperell.  The  Laurence  Library  building  is  completed  and  ready 
for  occupancy.  It  is  the  gift  of  Charles  F.  Laurence,  a  New 
York  banker,  native  of  Pepperell,  who  at  his  decease  left  to  the 
town  $100,000,  together  with  his  private  collection  of  books 
and  works  of  art,  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  the  free 
library  and  an  art  gallery.  Half  of  the  bequest  he  devoted  to 
the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  brick  and  iron  build* 
ing,  $25,000  to  the  furnishings  and  books  and  $25,000  as  a 
permanent  maintenance  fund. 

Plymouth.  The  Loring  reading  room  is  a  new  and  tasteful  building, 
presented  to  the  Plymouth  Cordage  Company  and  its  operatives 
at  North  Plymouth  by  Augustus  Peabody  Loring,  in  memory  of 
bis  father,  Caleb  William  Loring,  who  was  president  of  that 
corporation  from  1890  until  his  death  in  1897.  The  collection 
of  standard  authors  in  choice  bindings  is  also  the  gift  of  the 
Loring  family.  As  a  large  percentage  of  the  operatives  are  of 
German  and  Italian  descent,  many  of  the  best  books  in  those 
languages  fill  shelves  assigned  to  them.  The  reading  room  is 
open  every  day  in  the  week,  and  its  privileges  are  free  to  all 
operatives  of  the  company  and  their  families. 

QuiNCY.  Mr.  Albert  Crane  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  a  member  of  the 
family  which  presented  the  beautiful  Crane  Memorial  Library 
building  to  Quincy  in  1880,  has  recently  bought  a  lot  of 
land  adjoining  the  library  site  for  presentation  to  the  city. 
This  increases  the  Washington  Street  frontage  of  the  library 
lot  by  50  feet,  and  makes  needed  extension  of  the  building 
possible. 

Salem.  By  the  will  of  Walter  S  Dickson  of  Salem  the  sum  of 
$10,000  is  given  unconditionally  to  the  public  library,  and  it 
is  also  to  receive  one-fifth  of  the  remainder  of  his  estate,  after 
payment  of  specific  legacies. 

Sandwich.  The  public  library  has  received,  for  the  first  time  during 
its  existence,  a  legacy.  This  bequest  of  $500  is  from  the  late 
Miss  Martha  Hoxie,  and  is  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Mr. 
George  Marston  has  given  the  library  about  100  volumes. 

SoMERViLLE.  A  spacious  wing  has  been  added  to  the  public  library, 
giving  room  for  new  departments  and  more  ample  floor  area  for 
the  old.  The  whole  building  has  undergone  thorough  repair, 
and  been  made  more  attractive  as  well  as  convenient.    The  chief 
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new  features  are  the  children's  and  the  newspaper  rooms.  Mrs. 
Harriet  Minot  Laughlin,  daughter  of  Isaac  Pitman,  the  first 
librarian  of  the  Somerville  Public  Library,  has  added  to  previoos 
generous  gifts  the  sum  of  $4,000.  This  is  to  be  invested  as  a 
permanent  fund,  the  income  being  devoted  to  the  purchase  of 
works  of  art,  ^^  illustrative,  decorative  or  otherwise."  This  is  to 
be  known  as  the  Isaac  Pitman  library  fund. 

Springfield.  The  early  death  of  David  Dwight  Wells  of  Norwich, 
Conn.,  will  hasten  the  division  of  the  large  estate  left  by  his 
father,  David  Ames  Wells,  who  died  two  yeara  ago;  and,  as  this 
his  only  son  died  without  issue,  after  the  payment  of  about 
$20,000  in  legacies,  two-thirds  of  the  remaining  estate  is  to  be 
divided  equally  between  Hai'vard  Univei'sity,  Williams  College 
and  the  Springfield  City  Library. 

Sunderland.  A  library  building,  of  cream-colored  pressed  brick 
with  gray  sandstone  trimmings,  was  completed  in  November. 
The  construction  and  rich  furnishing  are  largely  due  to  the  gen- 
erosity of  Mr.  John  Long  Graves,  a  native  of  Sunderland,  whose 
contributions  amount  to  about  $10,000.  The  foundation  of  the 
building  fund,  however,  was  the  gift  of  $1,000  several  years 
ago  from  the  heirs  of  Mrs.  Judith  Montague  Cook.  The  town 
bought  the  site  for  the  building,  besides  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $500,  and  the  fund  was  farther  increased  by  a  popular  sub- 
scription. 

Swansea.  The  new  library  building,  for  the  erection  of  which  Hon. 
Frank  S.  Stevens  left  a  bequest  of  $10,000,  was  dedicated  on 
September  10,  with  the  customary  public  exercises.  This  is  the 
third  public  building  in  Swansea  erected  through  the  generosity 
of  Mr.  Stevens. 

Wajiwick.  Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Drury  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  left  a  bequest  of 
$1,000  for  the  benefit  of  the  Warwick  Library,  creating  what  is 
to  be  known  as  the  "  Smith  fund,"  in  memoi^  of  Rev.  Preserved 
Smith,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Warwick  from 
1814  to  1844.     Mrs.  Drury  was  his  daughter. 

Watertown.  The  free  public  library  will  receive  a  bequest  of 
$1,000  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Benjamin  H.  Pierce  of  Water- 
town.     The  gift  is  without  restrictions. 

Wayland.  The  new  library  building  was  opened  for  book  delivery 
on  December  1.  It  is  an  attractive  edifice,  in  colonial  style, 
constructed  of  red  and  black  brick  with  granite  trimmings,  and 
cost  about  $28,000,  which  was  the  amount  of  the  bequest 
received  from  the  estate  of  Warren  Gould  Roby,  who  also  gave 
the  site.     The  most  notable  features  of  the  plan  are  the  chil- 
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dren*8  room  and  a  beautiful  circular  reading  room  with  lofty 
ceiling  and  tastefully  ornate  decoration.  The  rooms  are  lighted 
with  acetylene  gas. 

Westfield.  The  Athenaeum  has  received  a  bequest  of  $5,000  from 
the  late  Addison  C.  Rand,  president  of  the  Rand  Drill  Company 
of  New  York,  who  was  born  in  Westfield,  the  gift  being  without 
conditions.  Miss  Mary  H.  Bisbee  resigned  the  librarianship  in 
June,  1899,  being  succeeded  by  Mr.  George  Stockwell.  Two 
delivery  stations  have  been  established  during  the  past  year,  and 
a  bulletin  is  printed  monthly. 

Weston.  The  new  library  building  was  opened  for  use,  without  ded- 
icatory exercises,  Nov.  17,  1900.  It  is  a  pleasing  structure  of 
brick  and  stone,  without  very  marked  architectural  character- 
istics, being  in  effect  a  single  story  above  a  high,  well-lighted 
basement.  There  is  a  special  room  for  children,  and  the  books 
are  arranged  in  alcoves  freely  accessible  to  the  public.  The 
town  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  this  library  building  is  not  the  gift 
of  individuals,  but  has  been  paid  for  by  town  meeting  appropri- 
.  ations.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  about  $40,000.  Mr.  Her- 
bert Merriam  has  presented  $1,000  to  the  library  as  a  permanent 
fund,  the  income  from  which  shall  be  used  in  the  purchase  of 
new  books.  His  father,  Mr.  Charles  Merriam,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  benefactors  of  the  library. 

Westwood.  Through  the  generosity  of  a  public-spirited  citizen, 
Westwood  is  soon  to  have  a  library  building.  It  will  bear  the 
name  of  its  donor,  Mr.  Howaixi  Colburn. 

Wetmouth.  The  Tufts  Library  has  received  $2,500  from  Amos  W. 
Stetson  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  to  his  mother,  Susannah  Hunt 
Stetson,  a  native  of  Weymouth.  The  income  of  the  fund  is  to 
be  used  for  books. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.  The  citizens  of  the  village  of  Blackinton  will 
build  a  hall  and  library  building,  to  cost  about  $7,000,  most 
of  the  funds  for  which  have  been  collected.  The  Blackinton 
Manufacturing  Company  is  expected  to  give  the  site. 

WoBURN.  Mr.  Jonathan  Thompson,  lately  deceased,  has  made  the 
city  of  Woburn  his  residuary  legatee,  devoting,  after  a  few  be- 
quests, the  remainder  of  his  large  estate  to  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  a  suitable  building  for  use  as  a  public  library, 
and  including  reading  rooms,  a  hall  for  lectures,  etc.  Mr. 
Thompson  also  gives  the  site  for  this  structure,  a  valuable  lot  in 
North  Woburn,  adjoining  his  homestead.  The  building  is  to  be 
styled  the  Eunice  Thompson  Memorial  Library,  in  memory  of 
his  wife,  who  died  about  ten  years  ago. 
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Worcester.  The  free  public  library  received  a  bequest  of  $100  from 
the  late  Rev.  Henry  W.  Brown.  The  board  of  directors,  by  the 
advice  of  the  librarian,  made  a  separate  fund  of  this  gift,  to  be 
known  as  the  *'  Henry  W.  Brown  fund."  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  have  friends  of  an  institution  remember  it  in  a  small  way  when 
their  means  are  small,  showing  that  they  have  grateful  hearts. 

The  Woman's  Education  Association  of  Boston. 

The  commission  has  during  the  past  three  years  gladly  ac- 
knowledged the  valuable  aid  it  has  received,  in  its  endeavors 
for  the  extension  of  library  privileges  in  the  small  towns,  from 
the  eflScient  and  inspiring  volunteer  services  of  the  Woman's 
Education  Association.  During  the  year  just  past  the  labors 
of  this  association  have  met  with  even  more  than  the  usual 
gratifying  success,  and  have  won  substantial  victories  in  very 
unpromising  fields.  It  has  now  in  circulation  35  travelling 
libraries,  among  the  following  towns  :  — 


Acushnet, 

Gosnold, 

Rochester, 

Alford, 

Hancock, 

Rowe, 

Bedford, 

Heath, 

Russell, 

Brimfield, 

Huntington, 

Rutland, 

Chilmark, 

New  Marlborough, 

Sandisfield, 

Clarksburg, 

Monterey, 

Somerset, 

Colrain, 

Oakham, 

South  Yarmouth, 

Cummington, 

Otis, 

Warwick, 

East  Freetown, 

Faxton, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Florida, 

Pelham, 

Windsor. 

Goshen, 

Plain  field. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  1900  was  4,000  volumes,  or 
double  that  of  1898.  Of  these  travelling  libraries,  6  are  re- 
stricted to  special  subjects :  Shakespeare,  English  literature, 
Venice,  Rome,  Florence  and  Italian  art.  The  demand  for  this 
high  order  of  reading  matter  has  been  especially  encouraging. 
Not  only  has  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  association  met 
with  })roper  appreciation  and  received  warm  testimonials  of 
thankfulness  from  most  of  the  towns  benefited,  but  several 
of  them  seem  to  have  been  awakened  to  a  desirable  sense  of  their 
duty  of  self-help,  as  shown  by  an  increased  expenditure  for  the 
better  housing,  equipment  and  care  of  their  free  libraries,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  delivery  stations  in  schools  or  outlying 
settlements. 
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The  association  has  also  twelve  pictorial  collections  in  con- 
stant circulation,  illustrating  the  following  '  subjects :  a  trip 
across  the  continent,  Hawaii,  two  of  the  Spanish  war,  four  of 
beasts  and  birds,  portraits  of  authors.  New  York,  London, 
Japan.  These  collections  have  formed  the  basis  of  113  differ- 
ent exhibits  in  89  towns.  Their  use  has  not  been  confined  to 
libraries, — the  pictures  being  hung  in  town  halls,  vestries, 
private  houses  and  especially  often  in  school-rooms.  The 
entertainment  they  have  furnished  has  called  forth  numerous 
expressions  of  gratitude  and  praise,  some  of  which  seem  almost 
extravagant  to  those  whose  daily  familiarity  with  the  achieve- 
ments of  modem  pictorial  art  prevents  them  from  suspecting 
how  much  interest  such  exhibits  awaken  in  a  retired  rural 
community.  The  association  lately  entered  upon  a  new  venture 
in  library  work,  the  need  for  which  has  long  been  under  dis- 
cussion,—  the  publication  of  lists  of  new  books,  recommended 
to  managers  of  small  libraries  for  purchase.  Two  such  lists 
have  been  printed  and  distributed  to  200  of  the  smaller  libraries 
of  the  State ;  the  first  included  50  volumes,  the  second  90. 
Through  the  generosity  of  some  members  of  the  association  it 
has  also  been  enabled  to  aid  several  needy  libraries  with  gifts 
of  books.  Visits  by  a  special  committee  have  teen  made  to 
Leverett,  Shelburne  Falls,  Warwick,  Dalton,  North  Adams, 
Clarksburg,  Savoy,  Cummington,  Windsor,  New  Marlborough, 
Boylston.  With  two  exceptions  the  visitors  found  little  occa- 
sion for  other  than  favorable  comment  upon  the  management 
and  prospects  of  the  local  libraries ;  but  such  visits,  as  well  as 
all  past  experience  of  those  engaged  in  library  extension,  teach 
that  educational  missionary  work  is  needful  in  the  outlying 
districts  of  our  rural  towns. 

The  Library  Art  Club. 

Since  its  incorporation  under  Massachusetts  statutes  last 
May  the  Library  Art  Club  has  grown  more  rapidly  than  ever 
before  in  popular  esteem,  and  is  gradually  extending  its  area 
of  usefulness.  It  now  has  a  membership  of  88,  of  which  63  are 
Massachusetts  libraries,  and  possesses  34  pictorial  collections. 
Its  exhibits  have  not  only  given  pleasure  and  instruction  to 
thousands,  especially  in  our  country  towns,  but  have  induced 
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many  to  visit  and  use  the  free  libraries  who  had  never  before 

done  so.     They  liave  visibly  elevated  the  standard  of  reading 

in  many  a  community,  and  have  ministered  to  refinement  and 

taste. 

Purchase  of  Books  for  Small  Libraries. 

The  commission  during  the  past  year,  as  heretofore,  has 
made  many  purchases  of  books  for  the  smaller  town  libraries. 
Though  this  is  not  one  of  the  specified  duties  of  the  commis- 
sion, it  has  proved  of  great  advantage,  for  the  reason  that  the 
towns  get  lower  prices  and  therefore  more  books  for  their 
money,  and  the  commission  is  able  to  advise  them  relative  to 
the  best  books  to  purchase  for  their  money.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  most  of  these  towns  would  prefer  to  leave  the  selection 
of  the  books  entirely  to  the  commission,  but  that  entails  a  bur- 
den the  Board  cannot  well  assume. 

The  General  Work  of  the  Co^imission. 

The  incidental  and  advisory  functions  of  the  commission  are 
of  a  widely  varied  character,  involving  every  incident  and  de- 
tail of  library  administration.  Advice  is  sought  upon  many 
matters  which,  though  they  may  seem  trifling  in  themselves, 
contribute  to  the  successful  development  and  the  widest  use- 
fulness of  our  libraries.  Information  is  sought  relative  to  the 
initial  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  formation  of  a  library ;  the 
raising  of  funds  ;  the  organization  and  rules  ;  the  selection  and 
purchase  of  books  ;  the  best  methods  of  classification  and  label- 
ling ;  the  methods  of  cataloguing ;  the  preparation  and  printing 
of  class  lists  and  bulletins  ;  the  selection  of  sites  for  buildings  ; 
the  plans  and  details  as  well  as  the  materials  for  construction ; 
the  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation  ;  the  external  ornamenta- 
tion and  interior  finish  and  arrangement ;  the  method  and  ma- 
terial of  shelving ;  the  manifold  conveniences  for  the  economic 
and  systematic  administration  ;  the  best  methods  of  making 
the  library  useful  and  accessible  to  all  the  people ;  the  equip- 
ment and  management  of  branches ;  the  cheapest  and  best 
methods  of  distributing  the  books  to  the  people  of  all  sections 
of  the  town ;  the  relations  of  the  library  to  the  teachers  and 
the  public  schools ;  the  administration  of  gifts  and  bequests ; 
the   selection   and   compensation    of  librarians ;    the   relative 
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appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  libraries  in  different 
towns ;  and  other  details,  almost  without  number.  Minor  dif- 
ficulties and  disagreements  are  brought  to  the  commission  for 
solution  or  settlement,  and  the  advice  given  generally  finds 
ready  acceptance.  This  work  of  the  commission,  frfequently 
of  a  confidential  nature,  cannot  find  place  in  a  formal  report  or 
be  tabulated  in  statistics,  yet  it  is  of  great  usefulness  to  those 
whose  patient  and  unselfish  endeavor  has  done  and  is  doing  so 
much  to  broaden  and  strengthen  the  educational  influence  of 
our  libraries. 

It  is  to  the  general  interest  of  the  people,  manifested  in  so 
many  helpful  ways,  that  the  universality  and  utility  of  our  sys- 
tem are  due.  The  disposition  to  render  the  library  useful  to 
every  home  is  increasing  in  a  most  gratifying  degree.  The 
distribution  of  books  by  the  simple  but  effective  means  of  small 
depositories,  the  schools,  and  other  agencies  specially  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  different  localities,  is  the  most  hopeful  indica- 
tion of  the  future. 

When  the  library  books  are  found  in  every  home,  the  work 
of  distribution  approaches  the  ideal.  It  then  remains,  by  con- 
stant and  unwearied  watchfulness  and  care,  to  keep  the  supply 
fresh,  inspiring  and  pure. 

C.   B.   TILLINGHAST, 
MABEL  SmPKINS, 
SAMUEL   SWETT  GREEN, 
HENRY   S.   NOURSE, 
ELIZABETH  P.    SOHIER, 

Commissioners. 
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LIST  OF  GIVEE8  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
BUILDINGS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


<3IVERS  OF  FEEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDINGS  IN 

MASSACHUSEHS. 


ACTON, 
AME8BURY, . 

AMHERST,  North, 
Andover,   . 
Arlington, 

ASHBURNHAJf, 

Ater,  . 

Barnstable, 

Barrb, 

Becket, 

Belchertown, 

Bbrnardston, 

billerica,  . 

Blandford, 

Bourne, 

Braintree, 
Broo&field, 
Cambridge, 
Carlisle,   . 
Charlemont, 
Chatham,   . 
Chelmsford, 
Chelsea,    . 
Concord,    . 
Conway, 

Cumminoton, 
Dalton, 
Danvers,    . 
Dartmouth,  SoutHi 
Deuham,     . 
Deerfield, 
Dennis, 

DUXBURT,    . 


East  Bridgewatbr, 

Kasthampton,  . 

Easton, 

Essex,  .... 

Everett.    . 

Bterett  (Glendale), 

Fairhayen, 

FirCHBITRO, 

Freetown, 

Gardner,   . 
Qborgbtowv,  . 


Gift  of  Hon.  William  A.  Wilde  of  Maiden. 
Bequest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  citizens. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  her  husband. 
Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgis  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 
Bequest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushman. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  son,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 
Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 

the  Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 
Gift  of  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer. 
Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Rindge  of  Los  Angeles. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbury. 
Gift  of  £.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge. 
Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Eustace  C.  Fitz. 
Gift  of  William  Munroe. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

parents. 
Gift  of  William  Cullen  Bryant. 
Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 
Gift  of  George  Pea  body. 
Gift  of  John  H.  South  worth  of  Springfield. 
Bequests  and  gifts  of  citizens. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 
Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her  son, 

George  Buckham  Wright. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  Williston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames. 
Bequest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Burnham  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Albert  M.  Parlln,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 
Bequest  of  William  Shute. 
Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter,  MiUlcent. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  £.  Florence  Hathaway  Crowell,  as  a  memorial  of 

her  father,  Hon.  Guilford  B.  Hathaway. 
Gift  of  children  of  Levi  Hey  wood. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
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6LOUCS8TKB, 

Gkantiixx, 

Grotos, 

Habvakd, 

Hatfield, 

Hateshlll, 

HIMOHAM, 

HnrsDALB, 

HOLDEir, 

HOLTOKB, 

HOPEDALS, 

HoPKiirroH, 

hubbardstom, 

Ipswich, 

KlHGSTOH, 

Laxcasteb, 
Lawbexcb, 

LEICE8TBB, 

Lenox, 
Lexington, 
Lincoln, 
LiTTLrroN, 

Ludlow, 
Ltnn,  . 

Malden,     . 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marion, 

Mabshfield, 

IfEDFOBD,    . 

Methcten,  . 
middleton, 

MONSON, 
NATiaK, 

South  Katick, 
Newburtport, 
Newton,     . 
North  Adams, 

Northampton, 


Northampton, 

Florence^ 
North  Attlbborouoh, 

Northborouoh, 
North  Brookfield, 
Nortufield, 
North  Reading, 
Norton, 
Norwood,  . 

Orleans,    . 
Pbabodt,   . 
Pembeoke, 
Fepperell, 
Petersham, 


Giit  of  Samvel  E.  Sawyer. 

Gift  of  Hon.  M.  B.  Whitney  and  others. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  natlTes  of  the  (own. 

Bequest  of  Samael  H.  IMcklnson. 

Gift  of  Hon.  £.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citlxens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samoel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife,  Mrs. 

Sylvia  Thwing  Bancroft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 
Gift  of  Capt.  Augustine  Heard. 
Bequest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 
Plainly  the  gift  of  Natlianiel  Tliayer  and  his  sons. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  Miss  E.  A.  White. 
Gift  of  Lory  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  Darid  £.  Merrlam 

and  others. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermerhom. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Cary. 
Gift  of  George  Grosvenor  Tarbell. 
Gift  of  children  of  William  Stevens  Houghton,  as  a  memorial 

of  their  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her  hus- 

band. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Elisha  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial  of 

their  son. 
Gift  of  Thomas  Jeflferson  Coolidge. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 
Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Ventress. 
Gift  of  Thatcher  Magoun. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevlns. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  R.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 

Horatio  Lyon. 
Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 
Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother, 

•Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 
Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by 

the  city. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 
Giftof  Alfred  T.Lilly. 
Gift  of  children  of  Edmund  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a 

memorial  of  their  parents. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Haston. 
Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fltchburg. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton. 
Gift  of  George  n.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter.  Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 
Built  partly  by  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Rozilla  Cobb. 
Bequest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  Now  York. 
Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 
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PrrrsFiELD, 
Princeton, 

PROVDfCETOWlf, 

QumcT, 
Randolph,  . 
Rehoboth,  . 
Rochester, 

oALEM, •  •  • 

SciTUATE,  North, 
Shirley,     . 
southbridge,  . 
Spencer,     . 
Springfield,    . 
Sterling,    . 

Stockbridqe,    . 
Stow,  . 

Sturbridob, 

SUDBURT,     . 

Sunderland,    . 
Swansea,    . 
ux bridge,  . 

l^ARE«  .  •         • 

Warren,     . 
Watertown,    . 
Watland,  . 
Wellesley, 
West  Brookfibld, 
Westtord, 
Weymouth, 

South  }f>ymouthf 
Williamsburg, 

Haydenvillt,  . 
WOBURN, 

Wrentuam, 
Yarmouth, 


Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 

Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnow,  as  a  family  memorial. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Crane. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Turner. 

Gifts  of  Darius  Goff  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bedford. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 

Gift  of  Silas  Pelrce  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife. 

Built  mainly  by  bequest  of  Mrs.  Betsey  D.  Hazen. 

Gift  of  Holmes  Ammldown  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Richard  Sugden. 

Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association. 

Gift  of  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

daughter,  Elizabeth  Anne. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 
Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  for  estate  of  John  Witt 

Randall. 
Bequest  of  George  B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

father,  Joshua  Hyde. 
Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  John  Long  Graves  and  others. 
Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Steyens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H. 
Gift  of  Hon.  WlDlAm  Hyde  and  others. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 
Built  by  Hollls  H.  Hunnewell  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 
Gift  of  Hollis  H.  Hunnewell. 
Gift  of  Charles  Merriam  of  Springfield. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Vamum  Fletcher. 
Gift  of  Quincy  Tufts  and  his  sister,  Miss  Susan  Tufts. 
Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 
Bequest  of  Stephen  Meekine. 
Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Hayden. 

Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiah  J.  Flske. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  LAWS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


1882. 

[Pablic  Statutet,  chapter  40.] 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  1 .  Law  library  associations  heretofore  organized  in  any 
county  except  Suffolk  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  chapter 
relating  to  such  corporations. 

Sect.  2.  The  attorneys  at  law  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  resident  in  a  county  for  which  there  is  no 
law  library  association,  may  organize  themselves  by  the  name  of  the 
Law  Library  Association  for  such  county ;  and,  when  so  organized, 
shall  be  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  holding  and  managing  the 
law  library  belonging  to  the  county,  and  may  adopt  by-laws  for  that 
purpose,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  justices  of  the  superior  court. 

Sect.  3.  The  clerk  of  the  courts  in  any  county  in  which  no  such 
association  has  been  organized  may,  upon  the  application  of  seven 
attorneys  at  law  resident  therein,  call  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
such  organization  by  posting  up  notifications  thereof  in  some  con- 
venient place  in  any  court-^iouse  of  the  county ;  which  meeting  shall 
be  held  during  the  term  of  the  superior  court  commencing  next  after 
ten  days  from  the  time  of  posting  up  such  notification.  The  clerk 
shall  preside  at  such  meeting  until  a  clerk  of  the  association  is  chosen. 

Sect.  4.  The  ofiScers  of  such  an  association  shall  be  a  clerk,  treas- 
urer, and  librarian,  and  their  duties  shall  be  defined  by  the  by-laws. 

Sect.  5.  Every  inhabitant  of  a  county  in  which  such  association 
is  organized  may  use  the  books  in  the  library,  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  association  with  the  approval  of 
the  superior  court. 

Town  and  City  Libraries. 

Sect.  9.  Any  town  or  city  may  establish  and  maintain  a  public 
library  therein,  with  or  without  branches,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  may  provide  suitable  rooms  therefor,  under  such  regula- 
tions for  its  government  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  by  the  city  council. 
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Sect.  10.  Any  town  may  at  a  legal  meeting  grant  and  vote  money 
for  the  establishment,  maintenance,  or  increase  of  a  public  library 
therein,  and  for  erecting  or  providing  suitable  buildings  or  rooms 
therefor ;  and  may  receive,  hold,  and  manage  any  device,  bequest, 
or  donation  for  the  establishment,  increase,  or  maintenance  of  any 
such  library. 

Sect.  11.  The  city  government  of  a  city  or  the  selectmen  of  a 
town,  in  which  there  is  a  public  library  owned  and  maintained  by  such 
city  or  town,  may  place  in  such  library,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants, 
such  books,  reports,  and  laws  as  have  been  or  may' be  received  from 
the  commonwealth. 

Appropriati6n  op  Monet  for  Libraries. 

Section  10  of  chapter  27  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that  the 
towns  may  at  legal  meetings  grant  and  vote  such  sums  as  they  judge 
necessary  for  maintaining  any  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants 
are  allowed  free  access  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  books  on  the 
premises,  and  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a  public  reading-room, 
in  connection  with  and  under  the  control  of  the  manager  of  such 
library. 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  107  of  chapter  102  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that  the 
money  received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  shall  be 
expended  for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools. 

Defacing  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

Section  79  of  chapter  203  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that 
whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and  without  cause  writes 
upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book,  plate,  picture,  en- 
graving or  statue  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or  other  public  library, 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty 
dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months. 

1883. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  wilful  detention  of  books,  newspapers,  mafira- 
zines,  pamphlets  or  manuscripts  of  certain  libraries. 

[Acts  of  1883,  chapter  77.] 
Be  it  enacted^  etc.,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and 
without  cause  detains  any  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  or 
manuscript  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or  other  public  or  incor- 
porated library,  for  thirty  days  after  notice  in  writing,  from  the 
librarian  of  such  library,  given  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  which 
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by  the  regulations  of  such  library,  such  book,  newspaper,  magazine, 
pamphlet,  or  manuscript  may  be  kept,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twenty-five  dollars,  or  by  imprison- 
ment in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Sect.  2.  The  notice  required  by  the  foregoing  section  shall  bear 
upon  its  face  a  copy  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [^Approved 
March  24,  1S83,'] 

An  Act  for  the  better  protection  of  property  of  certain  libraries. 

[Acts  of  1883,  chapter  81.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Section  seventy-nine  of  chapter  two  hundred  and 
three  of  the  Public  Statutes  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows :  —  Whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and  without 
cause  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book,  plate, 
picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  manuscript, 
or  statue  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or  other  public  or  incorpo- 
rated library,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  fifty  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding 
six  months. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [^Approved 
March  24,  1883.'\ 

1885. 

An  Act  to  protect  persons  usinff  public  libraries  from  disturbance. 

[Acts  of  1885,  chapter  225.] 

Be  it  encuUed,  etc.,  as  follows  : 

Whoever  wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library  or 
reading  room  connected  therewith  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any  other 
manner  during  the  time  in  which  such  library  or  reading  room  is  open 
to  the  public,  shall  be  punished  by  imprisopment  in  the  jail  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  days,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars.  [^Approved 
May  12,  1885.^ 

1888. 

An  Act  concerningr  the  election  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  trustees 
of  free  public  libraries  or  of  ftree  public  libraries  and  readlnsr 
rooms,  in  towns. 

[Acts  of  1888,  chapter  304.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows : 

Section  1 .  Every  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the 
support  of  a  free  public  library  or  free  public  library  and  reading  room 
that  is  owned  by  the  town,  shall  at  its  annual  meeting,  or  at  a  legal  town 
meeting  appointed  and  notified  for  that  purpose  by  the  selectmen,  elect 
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a  board  of  trustees,  except  ia  cases  whei*e  such  library  has  been  or 
may  be  acquii'ed  by  the  town,  iu  whole  or  in  part,  by  some  donation 
or  bequest  containing  other  conditions  or  provisions  for  the  elections 
of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management,  which  conditions  have 
been  accepted  and  agreed  to  by  vote  of  the  town. 

[Section  2  amended  by  chapter  112,  Acts  of  1889.] 

Sect.  2.  Said  board  of  trustees  shall  consist  of  any  number  of 
persons  divisible  by  three  not  exceeding  nine  in  all  which  the  town 
may  decide  to  elect,  one-third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually  and  to 
continue  in  office  for  three  years,  except  that  the  town  shall  first  elect 
one- third  of  the  trustees  for  one  year,  one- third  for  two  years  and 
one-third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one-third  the  number  annu- 
ally for  the  term  of  three  years.  No  person  shall  be  ineligible  to 
serve  upon  said  board  of  trustees  by  reason  of  sex.  Such  board  of 
trustees  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  organize  annually  by  the 
choice  of  a  chairman  and  secretary  from  their  own  number. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  person  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
after  being  duly  notified  of  his  election  in  the  manner  in  which  town 
officers  are  required  to  be  notified,  refuses  or  neglects  to  accept  said 
office,  or  if  any  member  declines  further  8er^ice,  or  from  change  of 
residence  or  otherwise,  becomes  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the 
board,  the  remaining  members  shall  in  writing  give  notice  of  the  fact 
to  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  and  the  two  boards  may  thereupon, 
after  giving  public  notice  of  at  least  one  week,  proceed  to  fill  such 
vacancy  until  the  next  annual  town  meeting ;  and  a  majority  of  the 
ballots  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  shall  be  necessary  to  an  election. 

Sect.  4.  The  trustees  so  elected  by  the  town  shall  have  the  entire 
custody  and  management  of  the  library  and  reading-room  and  all  prop- 
erty owned  by  the  town  relating  thereto ;  and  all  money  raised  or 
appropriated  by  the  town  for  its  support  and  maintenance,  and  all 
money  or  property  that  the  town  may  receive  by  donation  from  any 
source,  or  by  bequest,  in  behalf  of  said  free  public  library  and  read- 
ing-room, shall  be  placed  in  the  care  and  custody  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  to  be  expended  or  retained  by  them  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
town  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public  library  and 
reading-room,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  each  or  any  dona- 
tion or  bequest  accepted  by  the  town. 

Sect.  5.  In  every  town  which  shall,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  at  its  annual  town  meeting  or  at  a  legal  town  meeting  appointed 
and  notified  for  that  purpose  by  the  selectmen,  so  direct,  the  board  of 
trustees  shall,  in  addition  to  the  officers  named  in  section  two  of  this 
act,  elect  from  among  their  own  number  a  treasurer,  who  shall  give  a 
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bond  to  the  town  similar  to  the  bond  given  by  the  town  treasurer,  for 
such  an  amonnt  and  with  sach  sureties  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the 
selectmen ;  and  until  a  town  directs  otherwise  the  town  treasurer  shall 
act  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Sect.  6.  The  trustees  shall  make  an  explicit  report  to  the  town 
at  each  annual  town  meeting  of  all  their  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  of  all  the  property  of  the  town  in  their  care  and  custody,  includ- 
ing a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  they  may  have, 
and  of  any  bequests  or  donations  they  may  have  received  and  are 
holding  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  such  recommendations  in  reference 
to  the  same  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  town  to  consider. 

Sect.  7.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  interfere  with 
library  associations,  nor  with  any  library  that  is  or  may  be  organized 
and  managed  under  special  act  of  the  legislature. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [^Approved 
May  4,  1888.'] 

1889. 

▲n  Act  relatingr  to  the  election,  powers  and  duties  of  trustees  of  free 
public  libraries  and  readlngr  rooms  In  towns. 

[Acts  of  1889,  chapter  112.] 
Be  U  enacted^  etc.^  as  follows: 

Section  two  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  four  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight  is  hereby  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  in  lines  two  and  three  the  words  ^*  not  exceeding  nine  in  all," 
so  as  to  read  as  follows :  Section  2.  Said  board  of  trustees  shall 
consist  of  any  number  of  persons  divisible  by  three  which  the  town 
may  decide  to  elect,  one-third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually  and  to 
continue  in  office  for  three  years,  except  that  the  town  shall  first  elect 
one-third  of  the  trustees  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and 
one-third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one-third  the  number  an- 
nually for  the  term  of  three  years.  No  person  shall  be  ineligible  to 
serve  upon  said  board  of  trustees  by  reason  of  sex.  Such  board  of 
trustees  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  organize  annually  by  the 
choice  of  a  chairman  and  secretary  from  their  own  number :  provided, 
any  town  having  a  free  public  library  which  has  heretofore  elected  a 
board  of  trustees  to  manage  the  same  consisting  of  a  number  divisible 
by  three,  and  has  heretofore  elected  annually  one- third  of  said  board 
for  three  years,  may  continue  to  elect  annually  one-thii-d  of  said 
board,  and  the  trustees  in  office  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  term 
for  which  they  were  elected  shall  expire  unless  the  town  shall  vote 
otherwise.     [^Approved  March  14^  1889.'] 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COMMISSION. 


To  ike  Honorable  SenaU  and  House  of  Representatives, 

Id  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission was  organized,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its 
twelfth  report,  covering  the  calendar  year  1901. 

Books  supplied  during  the  Year. 

The  towns  of  New  Marlborough  and  Gay  Head  have  been 
supplied  with  $100  worth  of  books  each  during  the  year,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890 ;  and  the 
following  towns  have  been  supplied  with  a  first  instalment  of 
books,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  233  of  the  Acts  of 
1900 :  — 


Ashby, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Otis, 

Berlin, 

Granby, 

Plainfield, 

Bolton, 

Greenwich, 

Rochester, 

Boxboroagh, 

Hampden, 

Rowe, 

Brimfleld, 

Hancock, 

Royalston, 

Burlington, 

Heath, 

Sandisfleld, 

Carlisle, 

Huntington, 

Truro, 

Cbarlemont, 

Leverett, 

Tyngsborough, 

Chesterfield, 

Mendon, 

Tyringham, 

Chilmark, 

Middlefleld, 

Warwick, 

Colrain, 

New  Braintree, 

Wendell, 

Dana, 

Norfolk, 

Windsor.— 88. 

Dnnatable, 

Orleans, 

The  administration  of  this  law,  which  authorizes  the  commis- 
sion, at  its  discretion,  to  expend  $100  in  the  purchase  of  bools 
for  the  free  public  library  of  any  town  the  valuation  of  which 
is  under  $600,000,  has  been  conducted  with  conservatism  and 
care.  The  commission  has  in  all  cases  required  the  assurance 
that  the  town  receiving  the  benefit  of  the  act  was  disposed  to 
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take  all  reasonable  means  to  make  the  books  accessible  to  the 
people  and  useful  to  the  schools.  The  disposition  of  the  towns 
generally  to  do  this  is  highly  commendable.  The  following 
towns  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act :  — 


Alford. 

Granville, 

Paxton, 

Ashby, 

Greenwich, 

Pclham, 

Auburn, 

Halifax, 

Peru, 

Berkley, 

Hampden, 

Phillipston, 

Berlin  t 

Hancock, 

Plainfield, 

Blandford, 

Hawley, 

Plympton, 

Bolton, 

Heath, 

Prescott, 

Boxhorough, 

Holland, 

Richmond, 

BoylstOD, 

Huntington, 

Rochester, 

Brimfleld, 

LakeviUe, 

Rowe, 

Burlington, 

Lanesborough, 

Royalston, 

Carlisle, 

Leverett^ 

Russell, 

Charlemont, 

Leyden, 

Rutland, 

Chester, 

Mashpee, 

Sandi^eld, 

Chesterfield, 

Mendon, 

Savoy, 

Chllmark, 

Middlefield, 

Shutesbury, 

Clarksburg, 

Middleton, 

South  wick. 

Colrain, 

Monroe, 

Sunderland, 

Dana, 

Monterey, 

Tolland, 

Dunstable, 

Montgomery, 

Truro, 

Eastham, 

Mount  Washington, 

Tyngsborough, 

East  Longmeadovs, 

New  Ashford, 

Tyringham, 

EgremoDt, 

New  Braintree, 

Wales, 

Ervlng, 

New  Marlborough, 

Warwick, 

Florida, 

New  Salem, 

Washington, 

Gay  Head, 

Norfolk, 

Wendell, 

Gin, 

North  Reading, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Goshen, 

Oakham, 

Whately, 

Gosnold, 

Orleans, 

Windsor,  — m. 

Qranhy, 

Otis, 

A  first  instalment,  averaging  about  $50  worth  of  books,  has 
thus  far  been  supplied  to  each  town  italicized  in  the  above  list. 


Only  Two  Towns  w^ithout  Free  Libraries. 

The  towns  of  New  Marlborough  and  Gay  Head  having  estab- 
lished libraries  during  the  year,  the  only  towns  now  in  the  State 
without  free  public  libraries  are  Lakeville  and  Norwell.  The 
aggregate  population  of  these  towns  is  2,518,  or  less  than  one- 
eleventh  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  State. 
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Towns  classified  as  to  Libraries. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  free  library  facilities  they  now  enjoy  :  — 


Towns  which  have  libraries 

Abington, 

Acnshnet, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Amesboiy, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashbamham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

AtUeboroagh, 

Aabam, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxboroogh, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfleld, 

Brockton, 

Brookfleld, 

Brookline, 

Borllngton, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Chester, 


Class  1. 

owned  and  controlled  by  the 
tion  to  all  the  people. 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dalton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dracut, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gay  Head, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 


town  and  free  for  circula' 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Hadley, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hard  wick. 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

HoUistOD, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

I^omiuMter, 

Leverett, 

Ley den, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynn  field, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 
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Marsbfleld, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfleld, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefleld, 

MIddletoD, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North  Brookfleld, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Pax  ton, 

Peabody, 


Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfleld, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provlncetown, 

Qulncy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royals  ton, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfleld, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelburne, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

South  wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 


Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfleld, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyriugham, 

•Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Way  land, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridgewater, 

West  Brookfleld, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Westwood, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 

WiUiamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.  — 372. 
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Tatons  which  have  free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barrc, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bernardston, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cammington, 

Danvers, 

Eastharopton, 

Enfield, 


Class  2. 

libraries  in  which  the  town  has 
management. 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hlngham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

• 

Lexington , 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 


some  representation  in  the 

Maiden, 

Methnen, 

Norton, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Plttsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield,     . 

Woburn.  —  36. 


Class  3. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates  money y  but 

is  not  represented  in  the  management. 


Amherst, 

Ashfleld, 

Box  ford, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Cheshire, 

Cottege  City, 

Doxbury, 

Gardner, 


Great  Barrington, 

Harwich, 

Lee, 

Monson, 

Nantucket, 

Northbridge, 

Palmer, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 


Scituate, 

Southampton, 

Stockbridge, 

TislJury, 

Ware, 

Wellesley, 

Westhampton, 

West  Tisbury, 

Worthington.  —  27. 


Class  4. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the  town, 
Barnstable,  Fairhaven,  Raynham, 


Becket, 

Gloucester, 

Rehoboth, 

Billerica, 

Hopkinton, 

Wareham, 

Bnckland, 

Ipswich, 

Yarmouth.  — 14. 

Easton, 

Marion, 

Class  5. 

Towns  which  Jiave  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places. 

Newbury, .    Newburyport  Public  Library, 

Washington, Becket  Athenaeum. — 2. 


Class  6. 

Towns  having  no  free  public  library  privileges. 
Lakeville,  Norwell.  —  2 . 
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Gifts,  New  Buildings  and  Betterments. 

Since  the  last  report  of  the  commission  the  following  facts 
have  been  gleaned  respecting  new  library  buildings,  new  feat- 
ures of  administration,  and  gifts  of  various  kinds  to  Massachu- 
setts libraries :  — 

Amesburt.  The  new  library  building  is  nearly  ready  for  occupancy. 
A  somewhat  larger  expenditure  than  originally  contemplated  has 
been  found  advisable,  and  for  this  and  other  reasons  the  construc- 
tion and  furnishing  have  been  somewhat  delayed. 

Arlington.  A  marble  statue,  representing  Nydia,  the  blind  girl  of 
Pompeii,  has  been  given  the  library  by  Mrs.  Samuel  C.  Bushnell. 
A  branch  reading  room  and  delivery  station  have  been  established 
at  Arlington  Heights  ;  and  a  children's  room  was  opened  in  July, 
1900,  wherein  books  are  arranged  in  classified  order  upon  shelves 
freely  accessible. 

AsHBY.  Mr.  J.  F.  Lyman,  a  summer  resident  of  Ashby,  has  offered 
to  give  $250  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library,  conditional 
upon  the  raising  of  a  like  sum  by  subscription.  The  beautiful 
new  library  is  nearly  completed. 

Ashland.  The  will  of  the  late  Mary  A.  Ready  of  Ashland,  filed  for 
probate  in  April,  1901,  contains  a  bequest  of  $25  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  library. 

Barnstable.  The  Cotuit  Library  Association  has  enlarged  and  im- 
proved its  building  at  a  probable  cost  of  between  81,200  and 
$1,500,  the  money  for  which  improvement  has  been  raised  by  a 
general  subscription.  The  Osterville  Public  Library  has  received 
gifts  of  $25  from  Mr.  Frank  Day  of  Boston,  $50  from  Brown 
University  students  and  110  volumes  from  the  Wianno  Book 
Club  and  the  Crosby  House. 

Belmont.  Miss  Grace  C.  Foss,  in  furtherance  of  the  wishes  of  the 
late  Miss  Sarah  G.  Clark,  has  presented  to  the  library  a  bust  of 
Miss  Clark's  father,  Peter  Clark,  who  was  born  in  1769,  and 
upon  the  incorporation  of  Belmont,  in  1809,  cast  the  first  vote 
in  its  first  town  meeting,  being  then  the  oldest  citizen  of  the  new 
town.  Mr.  Henry  O.  Underwood  is  erecting  a  substantial  brick 
building,  planned  for  library  use,  and  architecturally  an  orna- 
ment to  the  town,  which  upon  completion  he  will  present  to  his 
fellow  citizens  of  Belmont.  It  is  expected  to  cost  from  $40,000 
to  $50,000. 

Bolton.  Miss  Annie  Eliza  Whitney  of  Lancaster,  for  herself  and  as 
executrix  of  the  will  of  her  sister  Emma,  has  given  to  the  town 
of  Bolton,  of  which  she  is  a  native,  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  a 
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library  buildiDg,  as  a  memorial  to  their  father,  Captain  Joseph 
Whitney.  She  requires  the  Jbown  to  famish  an  acceptable  site 
and  suitable  foundations.  The  building  is  to  be  of  brick,  with 
stone  trimmings.  The  town  is  also  required  to  pay  annually  to 
Miss  Whitney  during  her  life,  if  she  so  demands,  $120.  Citi- 
zens stand  ready  to  give  a  suitable  site,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Stone, 
a  Providence  architect,  a  native  of  Bolton,  offers  to  furnish  plans. 

Boston.  The  elaborate  ceiling  decoration  of  the  delivery  hall  was 
completed  early  in  August.  The  remainder  of  Edwin  A.  Abbey's 
scheme  of  wall  decoration  for  the  same  room  is  now  on  exhibition 
in  New  York,  and  it  is  expected  will  be  in  place  before  many 
months. 

BouKNE.  The  library  receives  an  annual  gift  of  $25  from  Mrs.  John 
Parkinson.  This  is  expended  for  books  suited  for  children.  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Taylor  has  given  a  goodly  number  of  volumes  the  past 
year. 

Brewster.  The  Ladies'  Library  Association  has  received  a  gift  of 
$30  from  the  Lend-a-Hand  Club. 

Brockton.  The  library  has  been  enriched  by  the  valuable  musical 
collection  of  John  A.  Howard,  presented  by  Miss  Julia  M. 
Howard  of  Brighton.  This  collection  embraces  104  bound  vol- 
umes, 36  pamphlets  and  20  portfolios  of  sheet  music. 

Cambridge.  Through  Miss  Mary  Woodman  the  library  has  received 
over  500  volumes,  chiefly  local  histories  and  family  genealogies, 
from  the  estate  of  the  late  Cyrus  Woodman  of  Cambridge. 
Plans  for  enlarging  the  book  stacks  and  working  room  are  under 
consideration. 

Canton.  The  building  to  be  presented  by  Augustus  Hemenway  to 
the  town  of  Canton  for  library  purposes  is  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  construction,  but  will  probably  not  be  ready  for  occupancy 
before  next  summer.  It  is  of  purely  classic  architecture,  built 
of  Indiana  limestone  and  hard  red  brick,  one  story  in  height. 
Its  estimated  cost  is  $70,000.  The  roof  is  of  copper.  The  main 
entrance  is  approached  by  a  flight  of  limestone  steps  and  flanked 
by  two  massive  limestone  columns.  The  vestibule  is  about  25 
feet  square,  and  has  a  domed  ceiling,  tiled  walls  and  marble 
floor.  On  either  side  of  it  are  reading  rooms,  21  by  30  feet,  one 
being  finished  in  Sienna,  the  other  in  French  marble.  At  the 
rear  of  the  vestibule  is  the  small  delivery  room  and  a  three-storied 
stack,  each  story  7j-  feet  in  height,  the  flooring  being  of  glass 
and  iron.  A  winding  iron  staircase  gives  access  to  these  stories, 
and  a  book  elevator  will  be  provided.  The  basement  is  divided 
into  five  rooms,  giving  accommodations  for  lavatories,  storage, 
boilers,  etc.     The  building  will  be  wired  for  electric  lighting. 
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Carver.  One  handred  volumes  have  been  presented  to  the  library 
by  Mr.  George  Van  Schaack  of  New  York,  in  memory  of  his 
sister,  the  late  Sarah  Van  Schaack. 

Chatham.  The  Eldredge  Library  acknowledges  the  gift  of  100  vol- 
umes from  Mrs.  Margaret  C.  Wade  of  Newton  Centre  and  of 
SI 08. 95  from  the  summer  guests  at  Hotel  Mattaquason,  this  sum 
being  the  proceeds  of  concerts  at  the  hotel. 

Cheshire.  The  Cheshire  Library  Association  has  received  a  gift  of 
S275  from  William  G.  Waterman  of  Dundee,  111.,  which  will 
cancel  the  debt  upon  the  new  building.  Mr.  Waterman  was 
formerly  a  resident  of  Cheshire,  and  a  brother-in-law  of  the  late 
E.  J).  Foster,  the  founder  of  the  Cheshire  Library. 

Chilmark.  The  women  of  Chilmark  have  raised  $500  for  a  library 
building  fund,  and  expended  $100  for  a  lot.  A  town  meeting 
vote,  promising  assistance,  gives  hope  that  the  building  will  soon 
be  erected. 

Clinton.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  having  been  solicited  for  aid  to 
enable  Clinton  to  build  a  much-needed  library  building,  has  made 
reply  through  his  private  secretary  as  follows  :  ^'  If  Clinton  will 
furnish  a  suitable  site,  and  agree  through  ordinance  of  council  to 
maintain  the  library  at  a  cost  not  less  than  $2,500  a  year,  Mr. 
Carnegie  will  be  glad  to  give  $25,000  for  a  free  library  build- 
ing." The  gift  has  been  accepted,  and  an  excellent  site  pur- 
chased by  the  town,  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  The  sum  of  $15,000 
was  also  appropriated  for  the  building. 

Conway.  The  costly  marble  building  presented  to  Conway  by  Mar- 
shall Field  of  Chicago,  a  native  of  Conway,  as  a  memorial  to  his 
parents,  John  and  Fidelia  Nash  Field,  was  dedicated  with  due 
ceremony  on  July  13,  1901,  about  one  year  from  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone.  The  expenditure  upon  the  structure,  exclusive 
of  all  furniture,  lighting  and  heating  plants,  plumbing,  grading 
and  planting  the  grounds,  was  $100,000.  Mr.  Field  has  added 
to  this  munificent  gift  an  endowment  fund  of  $52,000  invested 
in  four  per  cent,  gold  bonds  of  the  Erie  Railway,  and  5,000 
volumes  of  select  literature.  The  building  is  of  strictly  classic 
architecture,  85  feet  in  length  of  fa9ade  by  66  feet  in  width. 
The  entrance  vestibule  is  flanked  by  two  Ionic  columns,  ap- 
proached by  a  flight  of  nineteen  granite  steps.  Above  the  high 
basement  courses  of  dressed  granite,  the  exterior  construction  is 
of  Bedford  limestone  from  Indiana.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with 
copper,  and  above  it  rises  a  dome  25  feet  in  diameter,  in  which 
are  twelve  lights  of  curved  plate  glass,  crowning  a  rotunda  which 
is  28  feet  in  diameter  and  47  feet  in  height.  On  the  north  and 
south  of  the  rotunda  are  two  reading  rooms,  each  25  by  28  feet 
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in  plan,  and  20  feet  high.  At  the  rear  is  the  stack  room,  21  by 
25  feet,  shelved  for  20,000  volumes.  The  stack  is  of  the  steel 
pattern,  mannfactared  by  the  Library  Bureau  of  Chicago.  The 
interior  finish  of  the  reading  rooms,  and  the  furniture,  are  of 
quartered  oak;  while  the  rotunda,  or  delivery  room,  has  a  high 
wainscot  of  violet  breccia  marble,  and  eight  Ionic  columns  of  the 
same  support  the  dome.  The  floor  is  of  Italian  mosaic,  and  the 
classic  ornamentation  of  the  walls  above  the  wainscot  is  of  stucco 
work.     The  rooms  are  lighted  by  electricity. 

Daltok.  Mr.  Zenas  Crane  has  added  $500  to  the  funds  of  the  Dalton 
Free  Public  Library. 

Dabtmoutu.  The  Southworth  family  of  Springfield  continues  its 
generous  interest  in  the  Southworth  Library  at  South  Dartmouth, 
founded  by  John  H.  Southworth.  Mrs.  Southworth  has  recently 
aided  it  by  a  contribution  of  $50,  and  her  daughters  have  added 
nearly  50  volumes  to  its  shelves. 

Dennis.  The  trustees  of  the  Jacob  Sears  Memorial  Library  at  East 
Dennis  acknowledge  the  gifts  of  $50  from  J.  Montgomery  Sears 
and  $25  from  S.  F.  Kelley. 

DiGHTON.  '^  All  the  labor  of  librarian,  and  other  work  necessary  for 
carrying  on  the  library,  have  been  done  by  residents  in  the  near 
vicinity  gratuitously;  the  young  ladies  especially  being  at  all 
times  ready  to  help." 

Douglas.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Mary  A.  Keith  of  Douglas  the 
public  library  will  receive  a  bequest  of  $200. 

Dracut.  Although  exceedingly  tardy  in  their  establishment  of  a  free 
public  library,  —  it  was  not  opened  for  use  until  Dec.  8,  1900,  — 
the  people  of  Dracut  have  proved  themselves  enthusiastic  and  pro- 
gressive in  its  administration.  The  library  managers  have  already 
organized  three  branches  or  delivery  stations  to  supply  with  books 
the  outlying  districts  known  as  Collinsville,  Kenwood  and  Navy 
Yard.  Each  of  these  is  furnished  with  a  card  catalogue.  A  room 
in  the  central  station  is  to  be  fitted  up  for  a  historical  museum. 
A  valuable  ornithological  collection  is  now  on  exhibition,  loaned 
by  Mr.  Calvin  Richardson.  The  Molly  Varnum  Chapter,  D.  A.  R., 
has  contributed  358  volumes,  chiefiy  of  American  history,  and  has 
collected  $125  for  a  memorial  to  the  wife  of  Brig. -Gen.  James 
Varnum,  a  Dracut  soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

Dudley.  The  new  library  building  was  completed  in  February,  1901. 
Besides  the  lot  in  Chaseville,  valued  at  $400,  the  Stevens  Linen 
Works  have  furnished  it  with  a  concrete  floor  for  the  basement, 
the  furnace,  wiring  for  electric  lights,  and  two  steel  stacks  for 
books.  The  town's  appropriation  for  the  building  was  $2,500, 
and  the  whole  cost  was  about  $3,300. 
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DuxBURT.  It  is  proposed  to  establish  a  small  branch  library  in  any 
section  of  the  town  where  some  responsible  person  will  volunteer 
to  act  as  branch  librarian,  and  another  will  agree  to  transfer  the 
boxes  of  books  once  a  week  gratuitously. 

Easthampton.  What  may  be  called  the  ^'  rotation  system"  has  been 
tried,  and  given  general  satisfaction.  Books  from  different 
classes  are  placed  upon  tables  in  the  delivery  room,  where  the 
public  has  free  access  to  them,  these  books  being  changed  from 
time  to  time. 

Easton.  Through  the  generosity  of  Miss  Mary  S.  Ames,  a  handsome 
maple  flooring  has  been  laid  in  the  hall  and  stack  room  of  the 
Ames  Free  Library. 

Fairhaven.  Mr.  H.  H.  Rogers,  the  lavish  benefactor  of  Fairhaven, 
has  bestowed  the  stock  of  the  Fairhaven  Water  Company  upon 
the  Millicent  Library  as  an  endowment.  The  income  derived 
from  this  is  now  about  $8,000  per  annum. 

Falmouth.  The  building  recently  completed  for  the  Falmouth  Free 
Public  Library  is  also  a  memorial  to  the  men  who  served  for  the 
town  in  the  civil  war.  Its  walls  are  of  gray  mottled  brick,  with 
Indiana  limestone  trimmings,  above  a  basement  of  granite  from 
local  quarries.  It  includes  on  the  main  floor  a  central  delivery 
room,  17  feet  by  25  feet,  with  commodious  reading  rooms  on  the 
right  and  left;  a  book  room,  with  steel  stacks  having  a  capacity 
for  12,000  volumes  at  the  rear,  outer  and  inner  vestibules ;  and 
rooms  for  trustees  and  librarian.  The  delivery  room  is  lighted 
from  overhead  through  a  domed  ceiling.  The  inner  finish  and 
furniture  are  of  old  English  oak.  The  building  is  heated  by  steam 
and  lighted  by  an  acetylene  gas  plant.  The  cost  of  the  land  was 
about  $13,500  and  of  the  building  about  $29,000. 

West  Falmouth.  Mrs.  Hannah  G.  D.  Plummer  has  given  the  West 
Falmouth  Library  a  few  acres  of  woodland.  The  gifts  of  Mr. 
D.  Wheeler  Swift  of  Worcester  to  this  library  since  the  erection 
of  its  building,  in  1896,  amount  to  at  least  $2,500,  his  latest 
benefaction  being  the  cancellation  of  a  note  of  $600  due  from 
the  association. 

Fitchburg.  The  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace  has  given  $10,000  to  the 
public  library. 

Franklin.  Miss  Lydia  P.  Ray  and  Mrs.  Adelbert  D.  Thayer  have 
begun  the  erection  of  a  library  building,  to  be  presented  to 
Franklin  as  a  memorial  to  their  father,  Hon.  Joseph  Gordon 
Ray,  the  foremost  citizen  of  the  town,  lately  deceased.  The 
structure  will  be  of  pink  granite  from  the  Milford  quarries,  in 
classic  style  of  architecture,  thoroughly  fire-proof,  and  of  ample 
dimensions.     The  site  selected  for  it  is  a  spacious  and  suitably 
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elevated  lot,  at  the  comer  of  Main  and  School  streets.  The 
donors  will  spare  neither  money  nor  painstaking  to  make  the 
memorial  in  every  respect  worthy  of  their  filial  purpose,  and 
the  most  noteworthy  architectural  feature  of  this  historic  and 
beautifnl  town. 

GjIanbt.  The  late  Rosamond  E.  Ferry  left  $100  to  the  library  in 
Granby. 

Granville.  The  new  library  building,  notice  of  which  was  made  in 
our  report  of  last  year,  will  be  occupied  early  in  1902.  The 
whole  cost  of  the  structure  has  been  about  $12,000.  The  prin- 
cipal donors  are  Hon.  Milton  B.  Whitney,  $5,000;  and  Mr. 
Francis  Cooley  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  $1,300.  The  rest  of  the 
required  sum  has  been  raised  by  the  energy  of  Mrs.  R.  B.  Cooley 
and  other  ladies  of  a  local  club  of  which  she  is  president,  using 
the  agency  of  fairs,  entertainments,  etc. 

Great  Barrington.  Mrs.  Dewey  of  Springfield,  widow  of  the  late 
Judge  Justin  Dewey,  has  presented  to  the  Great  Barrington 
Library  a  portrait  of  her  husband,  who  was  always  actively  in- 
terested in  the  well-being  of  that  institution,  and  one  of  its  early 
benefactors. 

Greenwich.  The  library  has  received  a  bequest  of  $200  from  the 
estate  of  Stephen  P.  Bailey,  late  of  Greenwich. 

Grovelamd.  a  free  library,  opening  with  3,500  volumes  upon  the 
shelves,  has  been  established  at  South  Groveland  through  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  E.  G.  M.  Hale  of  Newbury  port.  It  will  be 
known  as  the  Hale  Library.  The  Groveland  Manufacturing 
Company  furnishes  a  suitable  room,  with  light,  heat  and  janitor's 
services. 

Hadley.  Over  $100  has  been  raised  by  subscriptions  to  be  used  in 
purchasing  books  for  the  library.  A  large  proportion  of  the  sum 
came  from  non-residents  having  an  interest  in  the  town,  John 
Dwight  of  New  York  giving  $25,  and  Bishop  F.  D.  Huntington 
of  Syracuse  $10.  Mr.  John  Dwight,  who  is  a  native  of  South 
Hadley,  has  offered  to  give  $4,000  for  a  library  building  in 
Hadley,"  or  any  less  sum,  provided  an  equal  amount  shall  be 
raised  from  other  sources. 

Hamilton.  The  library  has  received  a  valuable  clock  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  Marshall  K,  Abbott,  and  nearly  100  volumes  from 
Mrs.  George  V.  L.  Meyer. 

Hanover.  The  fund  of  $1,000  given  by  John  Barstow  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  in  aid  of  Hanover  Academy,  an  institution  lately  aban- 
doned, has  been  transferred  to  tbe  John  Curtis  Free  Library  by 
the  daughters  of  the  donor.  Misses  Lydia  K.  and  Elizabeth  T. 
Barstow  of  Providence. 
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Hardwick.  By  the  will  of  Mrs.  Ann  Paige,  widow  of  Rev.  Lucius 
R.  Paige,  D.D.,  of  Cambridge,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four,  Aug.  1,  1901,  all  her  books,  maps  and  manuscripts  are 
bequeathed  to  the  Paige  Library,  founded  by  her  husband's  will 
three  years  ago.  Moreover,  the  residue  of  her  estate,  after 
sundry  bequests,  is  left  to  the  town  of  Hardwick,  as  an  addition 
to  the  fund  of  $10,000  bequeathed  by  Dr.  Paige  for  the  support 
of  the  Paige  Library.  The  Hardwick  Free  Public  Library  has 
received  a  legacy  of  $50  from  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Wheeler. 

HiNGHAM.  The  late  Alfred  Hersey  bequeathed  the  sum  of  $500  to 
the  Hingham  Public  Library. 

Hinsdale.  John  W.  Curtice,  late  a  resident  of  Hinsdale,  left  a 
bequest  to  the  library  of  $5,000. 

HoLLiSTON.  Tlie  late  Mrs.  Elizabeth  8.  Burnap  bequeathed  to  the 
town  a  plot  of  ground  for  library  purposes. 

HoLTOKE.  The  final  footing  up  of  subscriptions  to  the  library  build- 
ing fund  is  $79,407.44.  Owing  to  various  causes,  the  comple- 
tion of  the  building  has  been  much  delayed  ;  it  will,  however,  be 
occupied  early  in  1902. 

Hopedale.  The  gifts  to  the  Bancroft  Memorial  Library  in  1901 
include  28  Dunton  photographs  from  the  Hopedale  Debating 
Society,  and  an  18  inch  Johnston  globe  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waiter  Winsor.  Lessons  are  given  by  librarians  and  teachers 
as  a  part  of  the  school  course,  in  the  high  school  and  the  highest 
grade  of  the  grammar  school,  u|x>n  the  use  of  indexes,  cata- 
logues, library  management,  etc. 

Lancaster.  Col.  John  E.  Thayer  has  given  $100  towards  the  re- 
classification of  the  library  now  in  progress  ;  also  many  valuable 
books,  among  them  ''Warner's  Library  of  the  World's  Best 
Literature."  A  lady  who  prefers  to  remain  anonymous  has 
presented  $50  worth  of  art  books  to  the  library.  *'  Each  of  the 
eight  outlying  schools  is  practically  a  branch  library,  where 
books  are  circulated  among  the  pupils  by  the  teachers.  Last 
year  there  were  circulated  among  these  schools,  having  242 
pupils,  1,944  books,  or  8  for  each  pupil.  Only  41  per  cent,  of 
these  were  fiction.  Perry  pictures  are  also  sent  to  the  schools 
and  issued  with  the  books." 

Leicester.  About  fifty  years  ago  P^phraim  Copeland  left  a  sum  of 
money  and  a  lot  in  trust  for  the  establishment  of  a  school  in 
Greenville,  specifying  the  Bible  and  spelling  book  as  the  only 
text- books  to  be  allowed  therein.  Of  course  the  conditions  could 
not  be  fulfilled,  and  the  heirs  sued  for  the  property.  After  long 
litigation,  the  supreme  judicial  court  in  equity  issued  its  final 
decree,  Jan.  31,  1901.     It  orders  that  the  balance  of  the  fund. 
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after  payment  of  legacies,  costs,  etc.,  shall  be  applied  for  the 
establishmeDt  and  support  of  a  library  and  reading  room  in 
Greenville,  to  be  practically  a  branch  of  the  Leicester  Free  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  under  the  management  of  the  same  trustees, 
according  to  a  scheme  set  forth  in  detail  in  the  court's  order. 
The  library  is  to  be  known  as  the  Ephraim  Copeland  Memorial 
Library,  and  the  fund  as  the  Ephraim  Copeland  Library  Fund. 
Two  hundred  dollars  of  the  principal  is  to  be  separated  as  a 
building  fund,  to  accumulate  until  1950  in  some  savings  bank, 
whereafter  it  may  be  applied  to  the  erection  or  purchase  of  a 
building  for  library  purposes.  Meanwhile,  authority  is  given  to 
lease  a  building,  if  possible,  $75  being  allowed  for  the  necessary 
alterations,  or,  if  this  is  not  feasible,  to  procure  a  lot  and  erect 
a  building,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1,000.  The  town  has  voted 
its  acceptance  of  the  trust,  and  instructed  the  selectmen  to  allow 
the  use  of  an  unoccupied  engine  house  for  the  reading  room, 
which  will  be  suitably  fitted  up  for  the  purpose.  The  branch 
library  which  has  been  for  many  years  maintained  at  Greenville 
will  be  administered  with  the  new  library  when  opened.  The 
sum  which  will  ultimately  accrue  from  the  bequest  is  estimated 
at  $2,000. 

LmxETON.  The  late  Mrs.  Henry  (Laws)  Henarie  of  San  Francisco, 
at  one  time  a  resident  of  Littleton,  bequeathed  to  that  town  the 
sum  of  $1,000  to  establish  the  Laws  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Reuben  Hoar  Library. 

Lunenburg.  The  library  annually  receives  $100  from  an  unknown 
donor. 

Ltnn.  a  mural  painting  by  Mora,  entitled  ^^The  Awakening  of 
Ignorance,"  has  been  presented  to  the  library  by  Joseph  N. 
Smith  of  Lynn.  A  bronze  bust  of  the  late  Charles  J.  Van 
Depoele  has  been  received  from  his  family,  and  a  portrait  of  Dr. 
Edward  L.  Coffin  has  come  to  the  library  by  will  of  his  daughter, 
Miss  Mary  F.  Coffin. 

Ltnnfield.  George  L.  Hawks,  late  of  Wakefield,  willed  to  the 
Lynnfield  Public  Library  the  sum  of  $1,000.  This  was  received 
in  March,  1901 ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  donor's  wish,  $500 
of  the  sum  will  be  considered  a  perpetual  fund,  the  annual  in- 
come of  which  will  be  devoted  to  library  needs ;  the  remaining 
$500  will  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  when  and  in 
such  manner  as  the  trustees  deem  expedient. 

Malden.  In  January,  1901,  the  library  received  $125,000  from  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elisha  D.  Converse,  the  munificent  donors  of  the 
Converse  Memorial  building.  This  gift  constitutes  the  Elisha 
S.  and  Mary  D.  Converse  endowment  fund,  the  income  from 
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which  is  available  in  any  direction  in  which  it  may  conduce  to 
the  welfare  of  the  library.  This  added  to  numerous  previoas 
benefactions  makes  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Converse  have  bestowed  upon  the  Maiden  Library. 
The  will  of  the  late  Obadiah  B.  Brown,  late  a  well-known 
instructor  in  music  in  Maiden,  provides  for  the  depositing  of  his 
musical  library  in  the  Converse  Memorial  building,  under  direc- 
tion of  his  son,  Harold  H.  Brown. 

Manchester.  Over  200  volumes,  some  of  great  value,  have  been 
received  during  the  year  from  various  persons,  including  74 
volumes  of  the  British  poets  from  Mrs.  A.  P.  Rockwell. 

Mansfield.  The  popular  movement  which  culminated  in  the  dedica- 
tion on  June  17,  1001,  of  the  Mansfield  Soldiers'  Memorial 
Library  Building,  began  in  1893.  The  corner-stone  was  laid 
Oct.  21,  1899.  Of  over  $16,000  raised  for  the  work,  the  town 
voted  $9,500,  the  remainder  being  obtained  by  a  general  sub- 
scription. Mrs.  E.  F.  Noble  leads  the  list  of  contributors,  giv- 
ing the  valuable  site  and  $2,500  towards  the  construction  of  the 
building;  Mr.  F.  L.  Cady  gave  $500;  the  Soldiers'  Memorial 
Association,  $380.18;  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  $201.50, 
obtained  by  entertainments  ;  Mrs.  D.  E.  Harding,  $200,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  entertainments.  The  memorial  is  a  commodious,  sub- 
stantial and  pleasing  structure,  of  two  stories  and  a  basement. 
The  walls  of  the  first  story  are  of  common  field  stone,  laid  in 
cement;  those  of  the  second  being  of  wood,  shingled.  The 
delivery  room  is  24  by  20  feet,  flanked  on  either  side  by  a  read- 
ing room  of  the  same  dimensions.  At  the  rear  a  semi-decagon 
apse,  32  feet  in  width,  gives  a  book  room  which  is  divided  into 
five  alcoves,  shelved  for  10,000  volumes.  The  upper  story  is 
chiefly  given  to  a  hall  for  the  6.  A.  R.  Post.  This  is  32^  by  84 
feet,  open  to  the  roof  timbering,  and  adjacent  to  it  are  kitchen, 
banquet  room,  closets,  etc.  The  heating  plant  includes  two 
large  furnaces,  and  light  is  given  by  acetylene  gas  generators, 
located  in  a  separate  building  and  capable  of  supplying  3,000 
candle-power.  The  memorial  purpose  of  the  structure  is  marked 
by  an  appropriately  inscribed  tablet,  conspicuously  placed  in  the 
delivery  room. 

Marlborough.  The  late  George  N.  Cate  of  Marlborough  by  will 
gives  $5,000  to  the  public  library  of  that  city  after  the  decease 
of  his  widow. 

Merrimac.  a  bequest  of  real  estate,  valued  at  $250,  has  been  re- 
ceived from  James  Whittier,  the  income  from  which  must  be 
expended  for  books.  By  the  will  of  Daniel  J.  Poore,  the  late 
town  treasurer,  the  library  will  receive  $200. 
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MiDDLEBOROCGH.  The  MiddleboFOugh  Pablic  Library  will  receive 
S100,000  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Thomas  S.  Pierce.  By 
terms  of  the  will  one-half  of  this  bequest  can  be  used  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  library  building ;  the  other  half  is  to  constitute  an  en- 
dowment fund. 

MiDDLEFiELD.  Ample  accommodations  have  been  provided  in  the 
new  town  hall  for  the  public  library.  A  branch  library  has  been 
established  at  Bancroft  Village,  four  miles  from  Middlefield 
Centre. 

MiLLBURT.  The  will  of  Lucy  A.  Baker  of  Millbury  contains  a  bequest 
of  $100  to  the  town  library. 

Milton.  The  bequest  of  the  late  Gov.  Roger  Wolcott,  of  $2,000, 
received  by  the  Milton  Public  Library,  is  to  be  used  in  extend- 
ing the  privileges  of  the  library  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  south- 
western portion  of  the  town.  A  new  deposit  station  was  opened 
on  Atherton  Street  early  in  1901.  The  custom  has  been  estab- 
lished of  sending  monthly  deposits  of  100  to  150  volumes  to  the 
four  branches  now  supported.  The  books  for  juveniles  have 
been  shelved  by  themselves,  where  easily  accessible,  and  free 
access  to  the  stacks  is  now  granted,  —  a  favor  which  is  greatly 
appreciated.  The  reclassification  according  to  the  Dewey  sys- 
tem is  in  progress.  Three  copies  of  the  card  catalogue  are  being 
printed  for  use  in  the  branches.  Two  books  arc  allowed  each 
borrower,  without  restriction  as  to  class  of  literature.  The  need 
of  a  special  library  building  is  awakening  public  discussion. 

Natick.  The  Morse  Institute  has  received  $5,000  by  bequest  of  Mr. 
John  O.  Wilson,  late  of  Natick. 

New  Bedford.  The  library  has  received  a  large  number  of  books 
from  the  estate  of  Cornelius  Rowland,  Esq. 

Newburtport.  Besides  the  four  gifts  duiing  1900  named  in  our  last 
year's  report,  —  amounting  to  $34,000,  — the  Newburyport  Pub- 
lic Library  has  received  $5,000  from  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Stickney 
of  Chicago. 

Newton.  An  anonymous  friend  has  presented  to  the  library  a  beau- 
tiful marble  statue  of  Diana,  with  pedestal,  the  work  of  the  late 
6.  M.  Benzoni,  a  noted  Roman  sculptor  who  died  several  years 
ago. 

North  Adams.  The  inhabitants  of  other  towns  are  given  the^privi- 
lege  of  borrowing  books  from  the  North  Adams  Free  Public 
Library  upon  payment  of  $1  per  annum.  It  is  proposed  to  intro- 
duce instruction  in  the  use  of  reference  books  for  the  benefit  of 
students  in  the  highest  grade  scliools.  The  Research  Club,  a 
local  association  of  women,  has  presented  to  the  library  acast  of 
Luca  Delia  Robbia's  Trumpeters. 
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Northampton.  Delivery  stations  have  been  founded  at  the  villages 
of  Leeds  and  Bay  State.  That  at  the  latter  place  is  provided 
with  a  room  suitably  heated  and  lighted  by  the  Northampton 
Cutlery  Company. 

NoRTHBOROCGH.  Cyrus  Gale,  the  generous  donor  of  the  library 
building  in  Northborough,  has  given  $500  for  the  purpose  of 
prioting  a  catalogue  of  the  library. 

NoRTHFiELD.  A  portrait  of  the  late  Rev.  Dwight  L.  Moody  has  been 
presented  to  the  library  by  his  widow. 

Pelham.  The  income  of  the  library  being  but  $22,  no  books  could 
be  bought,  but  50  volumes  were  received  from  the  Woman's 
Education  Association  and  30  from  Dr.  G.  W.  Rawson  of 
Amherst. 

Pepperell.  The  Lawrence  library  building,  the  gift  to  his  native 
town  of  Charles  Farrar  Lawrence,  who  died  in  New  York  City, 
May  12, 1897,  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  formality  on  June 
15,  1901.  It  is  a  beautiful  and  substantial  structure  of  brick, 
relieved  with  Indiana  limestone  trimmings  and  entrance  columns, 
crowned  by  an  ornamental  copper  roof  and  skylights,  and  is  of 
fire-proof  construction,  the  frame- work  being  of  iron.  The  main 
hall,  entered  from  the  central  porch,  is  30  by  43  feet.  The  stack 
at  the  rear  is  three-storied,  reaching  from  the  basement  floor  to  the 
roof,  18  by  40  feet  in  plan.  In  the  west  wing  is  the  art  room, 
22  by  50  feet,  decorated  with  several  fine  oil  paintings,  etc.,  the 
bequest  of  Mr.  Lawrence.  The  east  wing  is  given  to  a  reading 
room,  22  by  27  feet,  with  wall  cases  for  a  reference  library. 
There  is  also  a  suitably  furnished  room,  11  by  15  feet,  for  the 
librarian's  use ;  and  the  basement  is  high,  well  lighted,  and 
divided  into  sundry  compartments  fully  equipped.  The  entire 
building  is  furnished  in  polished  white  ash,  the  furniture  being 
of  golden  oak.  It  is  lavishly  supplied  with  both  electric  lights 
and  gas  burners,  and  heated  by  steam  from  two  Gordon  boilers. 
Holding  the  place  of  honor  in  the  entrance  hall  is  a  fine  portrait 
of  the  donor,  and  on  the  same  wall  hangs  a  portrait  of  Sir 
William  Pepperell.  Mr.  Lawrence's  total  gift,  besides  his  pri- 
vate library  and  art  collections,  was  the  sum  of  $100,000,  of 
which  $25,000  is  to  constitute  an  endowment  fund  for  the  main- 
tenance and  care  of  the  library  ;  $50,000  has  been  expended  upon 
the  lot  and  building,  and  $25,000  upon  furniture,  books,  etc. 

Petersham.  A  recent  bequest  of  Miss  Lucy  Flora  Willis  to  the 
Petersham  Memorial  Library  directs  that  her  gift,  which  amounts 
to  $11,275,  shall  ^^  no  part  of  it  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books." 

Plymouth.  The  children  of  the  late  William  G.  and  Mary  E.  Rus- 
sell of  Boston  will  give  the  town  of  Plymouth  a  library  building. 
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to  cost  about  $20,000.  Perhaps  do  town  in  the  Commonwealth 
Is  more  in  need  of  such  a  building.  An  ideal  site  for  it  has 
been  secured,  overlooking  the  bay,  and  adorned  by  some  of  the 
largest  and  most  venerable  lindens  to  be  found  in  the  State. 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Morton  gave  $750  towards  the  purchase  of  this 
lot.  The  donors  of  the  building  are  Thomas  Russell,  Mrs.  Roger 
N.  Allen  and  Mrs.  William  S.  Townsend,  all  of  Boston.  Miss 
Mary  G.  Bartlett  of  Plymouth  has  given  the  library  3,000  pho- 
tographs and  reproductions  of  noted  paintings.  Mr.  Augustus 
P.  Loring  of  Boston  has  given  146  volumes  to  the  Loring  Read- 
ing Room. 

Revere.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  offered  this  town  $20,000  for  a  library 
building,  contingent  upon  its  providing  a  suitable  site,  and  agree- 
ing to  appropriate  annually  not  less  than  $2,000  for  library  sup- 
port. Revere  owns  two  lots  of  land,  either  of  which  is  available 
for  the  site.  It  also  has  a  fund  of  $  1 ,500  and  interest,  bequeathed 
by  Stephen  A.  Hall  for  a  library  building,  and  the  Woman's  Club 
has  accumulated  from  the  proceeds  of  entertainments  about  $3,000 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  library  has  now  excellent  accommo- 
dations on  the  ground  floor  of  the  new  town  hall,  a  practically 
fire-proof  structure,  built  in  1898.  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  was 
accepted  by  a  unanimous  vote  at  a  special  town  meeting  held 
Nov.  11,1901. 

RocRPORT.  The  Pigeon  Cove  Library  Association  now  receives  a 
town  appropriation  of  $100  to  enable  it  to  maintain  a  free  library 
and  reading  room  for  that  village. 

Rows.  Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Drury,  late  of  Troy,  0.,  left  to  the  town  a 
bequest  of  $1,000  invested  for  the  term  of  eighty-six  years  at 
four  per  cent.,  the  income  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the^ 
town  library,  which  is  to  take  the  name  "  The  Preserved  Smith 
Library,"  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Drury 's  father.  Unitarian  pastor 
in  Rowe  for  several  years. 

RoTALSTON.  The  late  Timothy  S.  Bliss,  a  former  resident  of  Royal- 
BtOD,  left  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  library  the  sum  of  $1,000, 
which  will  establish  a  permanent  fund  bearing  the  donor's 
name. 

Salem.  The  total  amount  of  the  unrestricted  bequest  of  Walter 
Scott  Dickson —  $10,000  and  one-fifth  of  his  residuary  estate  — 
is  now  expected  to  exceed  $25,000. 

ScrrcATE.  The  heirs  of  Mr.  Silas  Peirce  of  Boston,  the  donor  of  the 
Peirce  Memorial  Library  Building  at  North  Scituate,  have  nearly 
doubled  the  original  building  in  size,  by  an  addition  including  a 
complete  heating  plant,  and  steel  book  stacks  having  a  capacity 
for  5,000  volumes. 
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Shrewsbury.  The  residuary  estate  of  the  late  Jabal  Howe,  be- 
queathed to  the  public  library,  amounts  to  about  $50,000 ;  and  it 
is  proposed  to  use  it,  or  some  portion  of  it  in  the  erection  of  a 
library  building  in  the  near  future. 

Springfield.  The  City  Library  Association  has  received  $90,000 
from  the  estate  of  David  Ames  Wells.  The  librarian,  John 
Cotton  Dana,  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  issued  a  cir- 
cular addressed  to  teachers  and  pupils,  urging  their  use  of 
library  privileges,  and  giving  notice  that  ^'  single  books  or  sets 
of  books  numbering  from  one  to  fifty  and  charged  for  any  reason- 
able length  of  time  may  be  obtained  from  any  department  by 
teachers ;  children  and  teachers  who  are  studying  a  particular 
subject  may  be  aided  in  finding  the  right  material ;  and  books 
for  recreation  also  will  be  furnished." 

Sturbridge.  Mr.  Stanley  G.  Wight  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  has  presented 
to  the  Joshua  Hyde  Library  a  choice  collection  of  photographs 
of  famous  paintings  and  scenery,  with  a  suitable  cabinet  for 
their  protection.  % 

Sunderland.  The  library  building,  recently  completed  and  richly 
furnished  at  a  cost  of  about  $12,000,  is  the  generous  gift  of 
John  Long  Graves  of  Boston  to  his  native  town.  Other  contri- 
butions to  the  building  fund  have  been  formally  transferred  to 
the  endowment  fund,  which  now  amounts  to  over  $5,000.  The 
chief  donations  now  included  in  this  fund  are :  the  bequest  of 
Rufus  R.  Graves  in  1876,  $2,000 ;  the  gift  of  heirs  of  Juliette 
Montague  Cooke,  $1,000;  sundry  contributions  from  non- 
residents, $980 ;  local  subscriptions,  $655  ;  town  appropriation, 
$500.  The  town  has  also  expended  about  $500  for  a  fire-proof 
vault  wherein  to  keep  its  records,  in  the  library  building. 

Swansea.  Besides  the  beautiful  and  spacious  library  building,  ded- 
icated Sept.  19,  1900,  Swansea  owes  to  the  provisions  of  the 
will  of  Hon.  Frank  Shaw  Stevens  a  fund  of  $2,500,  the  income 
from  which  is  to  be  expended  for  books.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  R. 
Stevens  added  fully  one-third  to  the  original  bequest  of  her 
husband,  to  perfect  the  new  library  home,  and  gave  the  sum  of 
$100  and  the  coal  and  gas  towards  heating  and  lighting  the 
building  for  the  year.  Miss  Mary  A.  Case  presented  to  the 
library  valuable  works  of  reference,  including  Webster's  Inter- 
national Dictionary  and  Chambers's  Encyclopsedia ;  Hon.  Robert 
T.  Davis  gave  418  volumes,  including  the  Official  Records  of  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  ;  310  volumes  have  been  received  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  Seth  Brown  by  hands  of  his  nephew,  George 
P.  Brown  of  Fall  River. 
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Ttngsborough.  a  public-spirited  lady,  Miss  Mary  Bennett,  Las 
offered  to  give  $1,000  towards  the  erection  of  a  library  building, 
provided  the  sum  of  $5,000  is  contributed  by  the  town  for  that 
purpose.  Her  offer  has  been  accepted,  and  a  committee  chosen 
to  formulate  plans  and  report  to  a  future  town  meeting. 

Ttrinoham.  Plans  for  a  library  building  in  Tyringham  have  taken 
definite  shape.  A  suitable  site  has  been  given  by  George  W. 
Garfield,  and  pledges  of  financial  aid  made.  It  is  proposed  that 
the  construction  shall  be  of  field  stone,  with  slated  or  tiled  roof, 
the  rafters  being  left  exposed  and  the  inner  face  of  the  walls  un- 
ceiled.  The  building,  besides  the  book  room,  23  by  26  feet,  will 
include  a  room  for  town  officers'  meetings  and  a  record  room. 
It  is  estimated  that,  with  the  volunteer  labor  and  gifts  of  stone 
promised,  the  cost  will  not  much  exceed  $1,000. 

Wakefield.  The  late  Cyrus  G.  Beebe  of  Framingham,  a  son  of 
Lucius  Beebe,  in  whose  honor  the  Wakefield  town  library  is 
named,  has  bequeathed  $2,000  to  the  town  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Beebe  Library. 

Walpole.  The  gift  of  $15,000  for  a  library  building,  offered  by 
Andrew  Carnegie,  was  accepted  by  the  town  at  a  special  meeting, 
August  27.  At  the  same  time  it  was  voted  to  accept  a  site 
offered  by  C.  S.  Bird  of  East  Walpole. 

Warren.  Extensive  alterations  and  improvements,  including  a  new 
stack,  are  in  progress  in  the  Warren  Public  Library  building. 

Welleslet.  The  will  of  the  late  Elizabeth  Flagg  contains  a  bequest 
of  $1,000  to  the  public  library  in  Wellesley. 

Westborough.  The  site  for  a  library  building  has  been  bought  by 
the  town,  a  building  fnnd  of  $6,000  from  the  gift  of  Charles  S. 
Henry  is  in  the  treasury,  and  about  $5,000  more  has  been  pledged 
for  the  purpose.  The  town  is  patiently  waiting  for  private  gen- 
erosity to  increase  the  fund  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  erect  a 
building  suited  to  the  public  needs. 

Westford.  Mrs.  Henry  (Laws)  Henarie  of  San  Francisco,  a  native 
of  Westford,  has  left  by  will  $1,000  to  that  town,  to  be  known 
as  the  Laws  Fund,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  library. 

Westmikster.  The  will  of  Charles  A.  Forbush,  besides  the  bequest 
of  $500  for  the  purchase  of  books,  reported  two  years  ago,  gives 
$10,000  to  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  use 
of  the  public  library,  of  Westminster,  as  a  memorial  to  the  late 
Joseph  W.  Forbush.  The  structure  will  be  two-storied,  47  by 
33  feet,  with  a  stack  room  wing  at  the  rear,  19  by  22  feet.  The 
upper  story  is  designed  for  a  museum  and  antiquarian  hall.  The 
exterior   walls   will   be  of  gray  brick,  with  Indiana  limestone 
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trimmings  above  a  granite  foundation,  and  the  interior  finish  of 
oak.  The  cost  of  the  site  was  raised  by  a  popular  subscription, 
the  largest  contribution,  $500,  coming  f  roni  Alonzo  Curtis.  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Warner  has  given  the  library  the  Century  Dictionary  and 
Atlas. 

Weston.  Francis  Blake  has  given  $110  to  the  library  of  Weston,  to 
be  expended  for  the  engraving  of  a  bookplate  and  for  etchings 
and  photolithographs  taken  from  it.  Theodore  Dwight  has  con- 
tributed over  100  volumes  to  the  library,  and  several  other  citi- 
zens have  given  portraits,  a  clock,  photographs,  etc.,  for  the 
decoration  of  its  walls. 

Westwood.  The  library  building  given  by  Mr.  Howard  Colbum  was 
turned  over  to  the  town  of  Westwood  in  March,  1901.  It  is  a 
one-storied  structure  of  brick,  with  broVn  stone  trimmings  above 
a  basement  of  Dedham  granite.  The  interior  finish  is  oak.  The 
present  shelf  capacity  is  5,000  volumes. 

Weymouth.  Mrs.  Mar}'  J.  Bates  has  presented  to  the  Fogg  Library 
the  sum  of  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  reference  books,  and  placed 
a  beautiful  bronze  tablet  in  the  reference  room,  in  memory  of 
her  husband.  Gen.  James  Lawrence  Bates. 

Winchester.  Thomas  B.  Winchester  of  Boston  gave  to  the  town  a 
portrait  of  his  father  and  a  silver  punch  bowl.  These  are  de- 
posited in  the  public  library. 

WiNTUROP.  *'  Since  entering  the  new  library  building,  the  trustees 
have  set  apart  a  room  for  collections  in  local  history,  and  the  in- 
terest taken  in  it  has  not  been  confined  to  those  who  patronize  the 
stacks.  One  gift  has  suggested  another,  and,  as  it  furnishes  a 
safe  depository,  many  who  otherwise  would  not  risk  valuable 
relics,  now  feel  free  to  leave  them,  and  the  result  is  a  fast-grow- 
ing museum  of  local  interest.'* 

WoBURN.  A  bronze  statue  of  Count  Rumford,  a  replica  of  that  at 
Munich,  was  placed  in  the  grounds  of  the  library  by  Mr.  Marshall 
Tidd  of  Woburn,  at  a  cost  of  $7,500. 

Worcester.  The  Worcester  librarian  has  introduced  a  new  feature 
in  library  work, — talks  upon  books  from  time  to  time,  as  may 
be  convenient,  in  some  room  of  the  library  building.  His  pur- 
pose is  *'  to  bring  together  the  books  on  a  subject  of  present 
interest,  and  have  a  person  thoroughly  conversant  with  them  talk 
about  them  in  an  informal  way  to  such  as  desire  to  come ;  and 
to  show  them,  with  books  in  hand,  just  what  the  value  is  for 
given  objects,  of  individual  works."  Several  talks  have  been 
given,  which  have  been  well  attended  and  given  much  satisfac- 
tion. 
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Suggestions  and  Experiences. 

In  a  circular  letter  of  inquiry,  addressed  by  the  commission 
to  the  librarians  and  trustees  of  all  free  libraries  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, was  a  request  for  suggestions  based  upon  experi- 
ence as  to  the  best  means  of  making  a  small  library  attractive 
and  useful.  Although  the  responses  to  this  were  by  no  means 
so  general  as  desired,  numerous  replies  serve  to  show  a  pop- 
ular trend  towards  greater  liberality  in  methods  of  library  ad- 
ministration, and  a  growing  appreciation  of  the  need  of  high 
qualifications,  social,  mental  and  moral,  in  those  having  direc- 
tion of  the  library.  Many  lay  great  stress,  and  rightfully, 
upon  an  intelligent  enthusiasm,  tactful  altruism  and  untiring 
good  nature  in  the  librarian.  Quotations  from  these  replies 
are  here  given,  in  the  hope  that  they  may  interest  and  be 
helpful  to  many  librarians  of  limited  experience  :  — 

'^  Deliveries  are  a  good  thing  in  a  scattered  town,  but  the  spirit  in 
which  a  library  is  conducted  counts  for  more  than  almost  anything 
else.  In  a  small  library  the  question  is  largely  one  of  personal  rela- 
tions. If  people  are  sure  of  having  cordial  attention  paid  to  their 
needs  and  questions,  the  library  will  not  need  much  advertising." 

^^  Cheerful  willingness  in  the  librarian,  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  contents  of  the  books,  a  kindly  disposition,  a  desire  to  help 
and  readiness  to  offer  suggestions,  especially  to  the  youthful  readers." 

'*  I  would  recommend  :  bulletin  boards,  on  which  to  display  articles 
or  pictures  relating  to  current  events ;  new  books  put  aside  where 
they  may  be  easily  accessible  to  the  public ;  unrestricted  access  to 
the  book  stack;  the  simplest  charging  system  which  will  not  long 
detain  patrons  who  wish  to  obtain  books  quickly ;  a  full  analytical 
catalogue  ;  frequent  picture  exhibits ;  printed  lists  of  new  additions ; 
courtesy,  untiring  patience,  intelligence,  a  ready  human  sympathy 
and  a  cheerful  countenance  on  the  part  of  the  attendants." 

^^  Make  the  library  rooms  attractive  by  exhibitions  of  pictures  ;  by 
collecting  and  displaying  articles  of  historic  value,  or  interesting  as 
curiosities ;  by  placing  new  books  and  special  selections  where  they 
can  be  looked  over  conveniently.  A  bulletin  board  with  special  lists 
is  also  useful." 

*'  A  colored  bird  chart  and  colored  pictures  of  birds,  mounted  and 
displayed  in  the  reference  room,  have  proved  very  attractive  and 
helpful  to  many." 

*^  Remove  all  sorts  of  gratings,  cages,  railings,  bars,  fences  and 
other  zoological  garden  paraphernalia." 
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^'  The  addition  of  a  well-lighted  reading  table  with  magazines  upon 
it  has  added  greatly  to  the  attractiveness  and  usefulness  of  our 
library." 

^'I  find  our  bulletin  board,  with  its  special  lists,  newspaper  cat- 
tings,  etc.,  very  useful.  The  walls  of  our  children's  room  always 
have  pictures  upon  them,  collections  made  by  the  librarian,  or  those 
loaned  by  the  Library  Art  Club  and  derived  from  other  sources." 

''  Cordial  attitude  and  willing  assistance  of  librarian.  The  libra- 
rian should  become  acquainted,  by  as  wide  reading  as  possible,  with 
books  of  all  classes,  so  as  to  recommend  books  with  discretion  and 
tact.  It  is  especially  important  that  the  librarian  should  know  the 
character  of  the  books  for  children  and  young  people,  by  reading  as 
many  as  possible.  The  librarian  should  become  informed  concerning 
conditions  throughout  the  town,  and  should  study  to  make  the  library's 
influence  reach  all  parts  of  it.  A  personal  acquaintance  with  as  many 
people  as  possible,  especially  in  small  communities,  is  important 
Visits  should  be  made  to  outlying  districts,  and  the  people  there 
should  be  encouraged  to  take  books  from  the  library.  Especial  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  needs  of  children,  and  there  should  be  no 
age  limit.  A  detailed  account  of  what  the  library  has  accomplished 
and  attempted  should  be  brought  before  the  people  by  printing  it  with 
the  annual  reports  of  town  officers." 

*'  A  good  librarian  of  to-day  is  quite  distinct  from  what  would  have 
been  called  a  good  librarian  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more  ago. 
Such  a  person  must  know  books,  literature  of  different  shades  ;  know 
of  authors  whose  works  stand  the  best  tests  for  high  standard,  as  well 
as  have  a  knowledge  of  the  best  methods  of  caring  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  all  connected  with  the  library ;  must  be  courteous,  affable, 
obliging  to  all  ages  and  classes ;  and  to  succeed  must  have  the  cheer- 
ful co-operation  of  the  community." 

"  As  tried  means  of  increase  of  interest  in  the  library,  we  suggest: 
free  access  to  shelves ;  a  children's  room ;  exhibitions  of  pictures 
from  the  Library  Art  Club." 

"  Our  endeavor  is  to  have  the  library  as  cheerful  and  homelike  as 
possible,  and  as  free  from  restrictions  as  is  compatible  with  good 
government.  The  local  paper  is  used  to  call  attention  to  picture 
exhibits  and  other  items  of  interest  concerning  the  library.  We  have 
a  well-stocked  and  very  attractive  children's  room." 

*' Pictures  from  Library  Art  Club  ;  open  shelves;  revolving  cases 
for  latest  additions ;  special  shelves  for  children's  books  in  delivery 


room." 


"Frequent  picture  exhibitions;  open  shelves  for  new  books; 
attractive  bulletin  boards  and  colored  posters  ;  an  air  of  welcome  and 
freedom  from  police  oversight ;  as  little  of  the  institutional  and  as 
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much  of  the  homelike  atmosphere  as  possible,  which  depends  upon 
the  personality  of  the  library  staff,  and  cannot  be  deGned/' 

*'  We  have  tried  to  make  friends  of  the  people,  believing  that  of  as 
much  importance  as  the  circulation  of  books,  for  it  will  eventually 
lead  to  the  latter.  With  this  in  mind,  we  have  tried  to  make  the 
library'  a  popular  resort,  by  having  exhibits  of  school  drawings,  work 
done  in  the  manual  training  school,  and  by  encouraging  nature 
study." 

**  We  have  placed  upon  the  children's  table,  to  be  used  in  the 
library,  some  beautifully  illustrated  juvenile  classics  and  nature 
books.  We  hope  that  the  attractiveness  of  these  books  will  inspire 
the  children  to  handle  them  carefully,  to  appreciate  good  illustrations, 
and  to  want  to  read  and  enjoy  more  similar  illustrated  books  in  the 
library  for  delivery." 

*' Allow  readers  as  much  freedom  as  possible  in  the  use  of  the 
library.  Post  bulletins  of  new  books,  with  occasional  notices  in  re- 
gard to  them  ;  also  bulletins  of  flowers,  birds,  etc.,  in  season;  also 
for  special  holidays  or  seasons,  lists  of  books  and  stories  appropriate 
to  them  ;  also  reading  lists  on  timely  or  suggested  subjects.'' 

^^  The  system  of  rotation,  whereby  all  b«oks  in  the  stack  are  regu- 
larly passed  in  rotation  through  open  cases  in  the  delivery  room, 
preserving  their  classified  order;  thus  the  public  attention  is  daily 
focussed  upon  a  few  books  of  each  class,  and  books  become  known 
and  used  which  by  any  other  system  would  never  be  moved." 

^'  I  think  the  most  can  be  done  through  the  personal  influence  of 
those  in  charge  of  the  library.     Pictures  and  bulletins  assist." 

*'  Procuring  the  addition  of  new  books  to  the  library  at  short 
intervals." 

^'  First  of  all,  perfect  cleanliness,  good  light  and  ventilation,  a  love 
for  and  personal  knowledge  of  each  child,  a  careful  study  of  all  who 
wish  books ;  and,  last  and  best,  seeking  to  make  patrons  or  readers 
feel  that  they  own  the  library." 

*'  Attractive  rooms  ;  pictures  ;  plenty  of  juvenile  as  well  as  adult 
literature  ;  the  daily  and  local  papers  ;  and  money  !  money  !  " 

^^  A  book  case  full  of  juvenile  books,  in  some  place  easy  of  access ; 
talks  upon  the  pictures  loaned  by  the- Library  Art  Club." 

"  The  privilege  most  prized  in  our  library  is  the  free  access  to  books. 
Our  patrons  visit  the  shelves,  and  browse  as  long  as  they  like." 

*^  As  far  as  possible,  choose  library  oflScials  from  patrons  of  the 
library,  that  they  may  work  understandingly,  and  from  one  point  of 
view ;  then  add  all  the  professional  understanding  circumstances  will 
permit." 

**  Personal  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  librarian,  with  a  wide 
knowledge  of  books  and  their  fitness  for  individual  needs." 
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^^  For  making  the  library  attractive  :  a  kind  and  pleasant  librarian, 
one  always  willing  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  books,  and  in  a  small 
community  knowing  the  tastes  of  individual  patrons.  For  making  it 
useful:  starting  the  children  on  the  right  kind  of  literature.  The 
public  schools  attempt  this  by  publishing  lists,  but  there  the  matter 
rests,  as  in  no  grades  below  the  high  schools  is  reading  required. 
The  librarian  and  trustees  should  endeavor  to  put  the  right  books 
into  the  children's  hands." 

The  Library  Art  Club. 

The  Library  Art  Club,  of  which  Miss  Alice  G.  Chandler  of 
Lancaster  is  the  president,  continues  with  marked  success  the  ex- 
cellent work  which  it  so  happily  inaugurated  a  few  years  since, 
and  which  at  a  slight  expense  to  the  individual  libraries  has 
been  self  supporting.  The  collections  of  pictures  by  purchase 
and  loan  are  constantly  increasing,  and  621  exhibitions  were 
given  in  the  calendar  year  1901.  The  club  has  purchased 
about  30  collections,  and  secured  by  gift  and  loan  about  20 
others.  The  collections  cover  a  w^de  range  of  subjects,  from 
the  art  and  architecture  of  Venice,  the  treasures  of  the  Vatican 
and  the  Sistine  Chapel  and  the  Passion  Play  at  Oberammergau, 
to  fine  photographs  of  the  scenery  of  Alaska  and  the  Great 
West,  Swiss  scenery  in  color  and  photographs  of  New  England 
birds. 

The  membership  of  the  club  at  the  close  of  the  year  numbers 
98  libraries,  schools  and  other  institutions,  of  which  75  were 
free  public  libraries  in  Massachusetts. 

The  educational  value  of  these  exhibits  and  the  stimulus  they 
give  to  the  appreciation  and  love  for  the  best  pictorial  art  can 
hardly  be  over-estimated.  The  exhibits  attract  people  to  the 
libraries,  and  lead  them  to  read  the  books  describing  the  scenes 
which  have  given  them  pleasure.  Even  the  smallest  library 
would  find  the  slight  cost  of  membership  in  this  club  an  invest- 
ment that  would  produce  rich  returns. 

The  Woman's  Education  Association. 

The  interesting  work  of  the  Woman's  Education  Association 
has  been  continued  with  good  results  in  the  smaller  towns,  and 
especially  in  the  remotely  located  villages.  It  has  41  travelling 
libraries,  and  37  of  them  have  circulated  3,841  volumes  during 
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the  year.     The  towns  and  villages  which  are  at  present  receiv- 
ing the  benefit  of  these  libraries  are  :  — 


Acashnet, 

Alford, 

Bancroft  (Middlefleld), 

Bedford, 

Brimfield, 

Cheshire, 

Chllmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Cummlngton, 

Cnttyhnnk  (in  Oosnold), 

East  Freetown, 

Florida, 


Goshen, 

Groveland, 

Hancock, 

Heath, 

Huntington, 

Hyannis, 

Lakeville, 

Leverett, 

Littleville  (in  Chester). 

Monterey, 

North  Chester, 

Oakham, 

Otis, 

Pax  ton, 


Pelham, 

Plainfleld, 

Rowe, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Sandisfleld, 

South  Yarmouth, 

Wales, 

Wendell, 

West  Leyden, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Windsor. 


Special  libraries  designed  for  study  clubs  have  been  provided 
upon  the  subjects  of  Venice,  Florence,  Rome,  English  architec- 
ture, Shakespeare,  Italian  art  and  Egypt.  All  these  libraries 
have  proved  to  be  of  great  utility.  The  association  has  also 
18  collections  of  pictures  which  are  loaned  in  connection  with 
the  libraries,  the  one  proving  an  interesting  educational  supple- 
ment to  the  other. 

The  work  of  this  association  has  always  been  most  cordially 
welcomed  by  the  commission  ;  it  has  cheered  and  brightened 
the  fireside  of  many  a  rural  home,  and  its  influence  in  ever- 
widening  circles  has  attracted  attention  and  inquiry  in  other 
and  far  distant  States. 


Local  Library  Clubs. 

One  of  the  results  of  the  organization  and  experience  of  the 
Massachusetts  Library  Club  has  been  the  formation  of  local 
library  clubs  in  different  sections  of  the  State.  The  Western 
Massachusetts,  the  Bay  Path  and  the  Cape  Cod  Library  Club 
bring  together  once  or  twice  a  year,  at  some  easily  accessible 
place,  the  managers  of  the  smaller  libraries  for  conference  and 
instruction.  These  meetings  have  been  attended  with  the  best 
results,  and  the  needs  of  the  small  country  library  have  been 
made  known  to  those  who  were  able  to  give  the  wisest  aid  and 
counsel  from  the  results  of  practical  experience.  The  lectures 
and  library  institutes  which  these  clubs  have  furnished  have 
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beeD  practical  and  stimulating.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the^ 
clubs  may  be  multiplied,  until  their  good  influence  reaches  all 
sections  of  the  Commonwealth. 

LlBRABIES   AND   THE    SCHOOLS. 

The  following  circular  letter  has  been  sent  by  the  commission 
to  the  superintendents  of  schools  throughout  the  State :  — 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  Massachusetts  Free  Public  Library  Commission 
desires  to  solicit  and  enlist  your  aid  in  improving  the  free  public 
libraries,  especially  in  the  smaller  towns,  and  making  them  more  use- 
ful to  the  school  and  the  home.     The  people  of  nearly  every  town 
and  village  in  the  State  now  have  easy  access  to  a  free  public  library. 
Care  should  be  taken  that  the  growth  of  these  libraries  should  be  of 
the  best  and  most  improving  books.     Your  experience  and  taste, 
generously  and  wisely  given,  will  be  of  priceless  value  in  determining 
the  character  of  the  reading  in  the  family.     Great  benefit  has  resulted 
in  the  larger  communities,  notably  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  from  the 
intimate  connection  of  the  library  and  the  school.     Information  rela- 
tive to  the  details  and  methods  of  this  work  will  be  gladly  furnished 
by  Mr.  Green,  who  has  given  the  matter  special  attention.     Similar 
benefits,  even  in  a  larger  degree,  can  be  realized  in  the  smaller  and 
more  sparsely  settled  towns.     Under  your  direction,  the  young  people 
may  be  led  to  read  books  that  are  profitable  and  interesting.     With 
your  advice,  books  selected  for  the  library  may  be  made  to  supple- 
ment and  render  more  attractive  the  lessons  of  the  school,  and  the 
education  of  the  schoolroom  be  continued  as  a  pleasure  of  the  home. 

The  usefulness  of  the  libraries  can  be  promoted  by  the  interest 
awakened  through  the  teachers,  especially  among  the  young  people 
and  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools.  The  readiness  of  the  teachers 
to  lend  their  effort  in  this  direction  can  be  easily  stimulated  and 
strengthened  by  a  helpful  word  from  the  superintendent. 

The  commission  appeals  to  you,  therefore,  with  the  fullest  confi- 
dence that  you  will  see  that  the  best  books  are  found  in  the  libraries ; 
that  you  will  stimulate  the  pupils  and  the  parents  to  make  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  use  of  them ;  that  you  will  use  every  means  to  render 
the  distribution  of  the  books  easy  and  general,  and  see  that  they  are 
used  to  the  best  educational  advantage. 

The  commission  will  welcome  most  heartily  any  suggestions  you 
may  be  pleased  to  make  in  the  direction  of  selecting  books  and  im- 
proving the  methods  to  make  them  of  the  widest  practical  benefit  to 
the  people,  or  any  information  relative  to  the  condition  and  manage- 
ment of  the  libraries  in  your  district. 
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The  response  to  this  circular  shows  that  the  superintend- 
ents are  alive  to  the  value  of  the  library  as  an  aid  to  the 
school,  and  gladly  welcome  its  service. 

COMrARISON    OF    LIBRARY    STATISTICS. 

The  statistical  tables  which  follow,  Appendices  I.  and  IL, 
have  been  compiled  from  the  replies  of  librarians  and  trustees 
to  a  circular  letter  of  inquiry,  carefully  supplemented  and  cor- 
rected in  many  instances  by  collation  with  the  printed  reports 
of  town  officers.  They  are  presented  as  reasonably  accurate 
and  complete,  despite  a  perplexing  lack  of  uniformity  in  the 
methods  of  keeping  records  among  both  librarians  and  town 
accountants.  Some  librarians  leave  out  from  their  ''  number 
of  bound  volumes"  all  public  documents;  some  exclude  from 
*' books  circulated  for  home  use"  the  current  periodicals  is- 
sued ;  a  very  few  apparently  keep  no  exact  account  of  volumes 
loaned.  There  seems  no  weighty  reason  for  these  omissions. 
All  items  of  income  and  expenditure  here  tabulated  belong  to 
the  last  financial  year  of  each  library,  which  is  very  rarely 
the  calendar  year.  A  majority  of  our  municipalities  close 
their  annual  accounts  March  1 ;  but  others  date  them  from 
February,  April  or  even  May  1.  The  municipal  book-keepers 
do  not  conform  to  any  stereotyped  model. 

In  several  towns  the  salaries  of  the  librarian  and  assistants 
are  paid,  like  those  of  other  officials,  from  a  special  appropria- 
tion, and  not  charged  against  the  library  income.  In  sundry 
towns  the  cost  of  repairs,  care,  heating  and  lighting  does  not 
appear  in  expenditures  for  the  library,  being  included  in  the 
general  account  of  expense  for  the  care  of  public  buildings, 
which  usually  cannot  be  itemized.  With  the  exception  of 
three  towns,  the  trustees  of  our  free  libraries  accept  no  remu- 
neration whatever  for  their  services. 

A  comparison  of  these  statistics  for  1900-1901  with  those 
published  by  the  commission  for  1894-95  —  a  period  of  six 
years  having  elapsed  —  shows  that  the  number  of  independent 
free  libraries  in  the  State  has  increased  from  343  to  394 ;  the 
number  of  branch  libraries  and  delivery  staticms,  from  186  to 
451 ;  the  number  of  bound  volumes  in  free  libraries,  from 
3,139,637  to  4,219,600;  the  circulation  of  books  for  home 
use,  from  6,267,061  to  8,221,061. 
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The  towns  of  Lancaster  and  Phillipston  lead  in  the  number 
of  books  owned  per  unit  of  population,  each  having  12.2  vol- 
umes; Nahant  and  Sudbury  have  11.  The  free  libraries  of 
Massachusetts  had  in  1895  1^(/VV  volumes  for  each  inhabitant 
of  the  State;  they  now  own  1^^%.  They  issued  for  home 
use  in  1895  2^^  books  per  unit  of  population ;  in  1900  their 
issue  was  2^qY^  books. 

In  this  circulation  Fairhaven  far  excels  all  other  municipali- 
ties, with  a  record  of  12.8  books  per  inhabitant ;  that  of  Brook- 
field  is  9.9  volumes;  of  Lexington,  9.5;  of  Bemardston,  9.2; 
of  Nahant,  9.  Northampton  leads  all  the  cities,  with  a  home 
circulation  of  7.7  volumes  per  inhabitant.     The  average  of  the 

33  cities  is  2^^^^  books  per  inhabitant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

c.  b.  tillinghast, 
mabel  simpkins, 
samuel  swett  green, 
hp:nry  s.  nourse, 
elizabeth  p.  sohier, 

Commissioners. 
Jan.  22,  1902. 
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Appendix  II. 


NAMES 


or 


Fkee  Public  libraries 


AND 


NAMES  OF  LIBRARIANS. 


Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians, 


CiTiKS  AMD  Towns. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


AbingtoD,    . 
Acton,  . 
Acoshnet, 
Adams, 
Asa  wan), 
Aiford, 
Amesburj,  . 
Aroherat, 

Xorth  Amherst 
Andover, 

Bailardrale, 
Arlington,    . 
Ai»hbamhani, 

South  Ashbumkamt 
AAbby, . 
Asbfield, 
Aebland, 
Atbol.   . 
AtUeborougb, 
Aubarn, 
Avon,    . 
Ayer,    . 
Bametable. . 

CentrevUie, 

Cotuit, 

HvannUt   . 

Marston**  Miila, 

OMterrille, 
Barre,  . 
Becket, 
Bedford, 
Belcbertown, 
Bellingham, 

Belmont, 
BerlLley, 
Berlin,  . 
Bemardrtton, 
Bevskly,    . 
BUlerlca,      . 

TMbot  Mills, 
Blackstone, . 
Bland  ford,  . 
Bolton, . 
BO8TON, 


Bourne, 
Boxborougb, 

Box  ford, 

Wett  Boxford, 
Boyl^ton,     . 
Braintree,    . 
Brewster,    . 

Brldgewater, 
Brim  field,  . 
Bkocktom, 
Brookfleld,  . 
Brookllne,  . 
Buekland,    . 


Ablngton  Pabllc  Library, 
Acton  Memorial  Library, 
AcuBbnet  Free  Public  Library, 
A  dams  JPree  Public  Library,   . 
Agawam  Public  Library, .  * 
Aiford  Free  Town  Library,     . 
Amesbury  Public  Library, 
Amberst  Public  Library, . 
.  *  North  Amherst  Public  Library, 
Aleroorial  Hall  Library,    . 
Bradlec  Library, 
Robbins  Library. 
Atihburnham  Public  Library, . 
S!iouth  Aiihbumhani  Library,   . 
Ash  by  Town  Library, 
Ashfield  Library  Association, . 
Ashland  Public  Library,  . 
Athol  Free  Public  Library, 
Attleborough  Public  Library, . 
Auburn  Free  Public  Library, . 
Avon  Public  Library, 
Ayer  Library,      .... 
Sturgis  Library, .... 
Centreville  Free  Public  Library 

Association. 
Cotuit  Library,    .... 
Hyannit*  Free  Public  Library, . 

Marslon's  Mills  Library,  . 
OHterville  Public  Library, 

Barre  Town  Library, 

Becket  Athenieum,     . 

Bedford  Free  Public  Library, . 

Clapp  Memorial  Library, . 

Bellingham    Free    Public   Li- 
brary. 

Belmont  Public  Library,  . 

Berkley  Public  Library,  . 

Berlin  Free  Public  Library,    . 

Cushnian  Library, 

Beverly  Public  Library,  . 

Bennett  Public  Library,  . 

Talbot  Library 

Blackstone  Public  Library,     . 

Blandford  Free  Public  Library, 

Bolton  Public  Library,     . 

Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Bourne  Free  Library, 

Box)K>rough  Free   Public  Li- 
brary. 

Boxford  Public  Library,  . 


West  Boxford  Public  Library, 

Boylston  Public  Library, . 

Thayer  Public  Library,    . 

Brewster  Ladies'  Library  As- 
sociation. 

Brldgewater  Public  Library,  . 

Brlmfield  Public  Library, 

Brockton  Public  Library, . 

Merrick  Public  Library,  . 

Public  Librarj'  of  Brookllne,  . 

Buekland  Public  Church  Li- 
brary. 


Mary  Otis  Nash. 
Viola  8.  Tuttle. 
Elsie  Collins. 
Lucy  C.  Richmond. 
Emma  F.  Pyne. 
Mrs.  Rachael  £.  Ploss. 
Alice  C.  Follansbee. 
Mary  M.  Roblson. 
Esther  L.  Haskins. 
Ballard  Holt. 
Howell  F.  Wilson. 
Elizabeth  J.  Newton. 
Lona  M.  Davis. 
Clara  Felt. 
Mrs.  Fred  Allen. 
Julia  A.  Williams. 
Mrs.  Emily  F.  B.  Metcalf. 
Mrs.  MercleS.  Doano. 
Lctltia  S.  Allen. 
Josie  E.  Prouty. 
Harry  L.  Kobinsou. 
May  M.  Fletcher. 
Elizabeth  C.  Nye. 
Sadie  Bearse. 

Mrs.  Adeline  F.  Bearse. 
ElfridaJ.  Bradford. 
Lillle  Backus. 
Mrs.  Maurice  G.  Crocker. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Lane. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Millard. 
Charlotte  M.  Corey. 
Lydia  A.  Barton. 
Sara  T.  Rock  wood. 

Mrs.  Nellie  F.  8.  McCabe. 
Julia  R.  Burt. 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Wheeler. 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Hills. 
Martha  P.  Smith. 
Fannie  S.  Paige. 
Llllie  Bottomly. 
William  A.Cole. 
Hattle  Parks  Herrick. 
FhlellaC.  Newton. 
James  Lyman  Whitney. 

Fred  C.  Small. 
Mabel  B.  Priest. 

Gratuitous   services  of  different 

ladies. 
Katharine  G.  Perley. 
George  L.  Wright. 
Abbie  M.  Arnold. 
Mrs.  Emily  Rowe. 

Lucia  L.  Christian. 
M.  AnnaTarbell. 
Clarence  W.  Ayer. 
Eliza  R.  Hobbs. 
Hiller  C.  Wellman. 
8.  Brainard  Pratt. 
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Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


ClTIEH  AND  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Burlington, . 
Cambridob, 
Canton, 
CarllBle, 
Carver, 
Cliarleroont, 
Charlton, 
Chatham,     . 
Chelmsford, 
North  Chelmsford^ . 

Chelsea,    . 
Cheshire, 
Chester, 
Chesterfield, 

ClITCOPEE,   . 

Chilmark,     . 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Concord, 

Conway, 

Cottage  City, 

Cummington, 
Dalton,. 
Dana,    . 

North  Dantit 
Dan  vers, 
Dartmouth, . 

South  Dartmouth,  . 
Dedham, 
Deerfield,     . 

Deerlleld,    . 
Poaimtnck  Valley 
AtBociation. 
Dennis, 
Dlghton, 
Douglas, 
Dover,  . 
Dracut, 
Dudley, 
Dunstable,  . 
Dux  bury, 
East  Bridgewatcr, 

Eastham,     . 
EaBthampton,     . 
East  Longmeadow. 


Eastou, 
Edgartown, 

Egnrt^mont,   . 

Enfield, 

Erving, 

Milter's  Falls, 
Essex,  . 

EVEKETT,     . 

Olentlaie,  . 
Fairhaven,  . 
Fall  River, 
Falmouth.    . 
West  FalmoiUh 
Jt'oods  Hole, 

FITCHBURC}, 

Florida. 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 


Burlington  Town  Library, 

Cambridge  Public  Library, 

Canton  Public  Library,     . 

Carlisle  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Carver  Free  Public  Library,    . 

Charlemont  Free  Town  Library, 

Charlton  Free  Public  Library, 

Chatham  Public  Library, . 

Adams  Library,  .... 

North  Cbelmsl!ord  Library  As 
sociation. 

Fitz  Public  Library.  . 

Cheshire  Library  Association 

Chester  Public  Library,    . 

Chesterfield    Free   Public  Li 
brary. 

Chicopee  City  Library,     . 

Chilmark  Free  Public  Library 

Clarksburg  Public  Library, 

Biffelow  Free  Public  Library, 

Cohasset  Free  Public  Library 

Colrain  Free  Library, 

Concord  Free  Public  Library. 

Conway  Public  Library,  . 

Cottage  City  Free  Public  Li 
brary. 

Bryant  Free  Library, 

Daiton  Free  Public  Library, 

Dana  Free  Public  liibrary, 

Dana  Free  Public  Library, 

Peabo<ly  Institute  Library, 

Dartmouth  Free  Public  Library, 

Southworth  Library, . 

Dedham  Public  Library,  . 

South  Deerfield    Free   Public 
Library. 

Dickinson  Library,     . 

Library  of  the  Pocumtuck  Val- 
ley Memorial  Association. 

Jacob  Sears  Memorial  Library, 

Dlghton  Free  Public  Library, . 

Douglas  Free  Public  Library, . 

Dover  Town  Library. 

Dracut  Public  Library,     . 

Dudley  Free  Public  Library.  . 

Dunstable  Free  Public  Library, 

Duxbury  Free  Library,    . 

East   Bridge  water  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Eastham  Free  Public  Library. 

Public  Library  Association,    . 

East  Longmeadow  Public  Li- 
brary. 

A n^is  Free  Library,  . 

Edgartown    Free    Public    Li- 
brary. 

Egrcmont  Free  Library,  . 

Enfield  Library  AsBOcfatlon,   . 

Erving  Town  Library, 

Erving  Town  Library. 

T.  O.  H.  P.  Burnham  Public 
Library. 

Frederick  E.  Parlin  Memorial 
Library. 

Shute  Memorial  Librarj', . 

The  Millicent  Library, 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 

Falmouth  Free  Public  Library, 

West  Falmouth  Library,  . 

Woods  Hole  liibrary, 

Fitchburg  Public  Library, 

Florida  Free  Library, 

Boyden  Library, 

Framingham  Town  Library,   . 


Florence  I.  Foster. 
WiUiam  L.  R.  Gilford. 
Mm.  Lucy  D.  Downes. 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Green. 
Bernioe  £.  Barrows. 
Lizzie  M.  Temple. 
Mrs.  Hattle  L.  Carpenter. 
Florence  Howes  Bond. 
Charles  H.  Gruenleaf. 
Emma  T.  Gay. 

Medora  J.  Simpson. 
Emma  E.  Martin. 
Gertrude  Burchum. 
Mrs.  Kate  V.  A.  Clary. 

Anne  A.  Smith. 
Florence  B.  Mayhew. 

Charlotte  L.  Greene. 
Sarah  B.  Collier. 
Katherine  H.  Cram. 
Helen  Whitney  Kelley. 
Grace  Pease. 
Josephine  Gallagher. 

Lorenzo  H.  Tower. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Davison. 
Mrs.  Snsan  E.  Stevens. 
Grace  C.  Oakes. 
Mrs.  Emilie  D.  Patch. 
Mary  A .  Tucker. 
Henry  M.  Walker. 
Frances  M.  Mann. 
Flora  Menter. 

Robert  Pelton  Sibley. 
George  Sheldon. 

Mrs.  Nathan  Sears. 
Dwight  F.  Lane. 
Alice  E.  Luther. 
AJma  M.  Chlckering. 
Amy  H.  Groodhue. 
Norah  G.  Thompson. 
Lizzie  A.  Swallow. 
Mrs.  Francis  M.  Weed. 
Lucy  L.  Siddall. 

Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Clark. 
Dorcas  Chapln  Miller. 
Mary  R.  Me-Intosh. 

Mary  L.  Lam«rey. 
Eunice  C.  Ripley. 

Margaret  O'Neil. 
Ada  L.  Harwood. 
Mrs.  Albert  G.  Bugliee. 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Butman. 
Jennie  H.  Woodman. 

Ellen  L.  Johnson. 

E.  Leona  Lydiard. 
Drew  B.  Hall. 
William  R.  Ballard. 
Clara  L.  Davis. 
Albert  S.  Bowerman. 
Joseph  Walsh. 
Presc^itt  C.  Rice. 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Whitcomb. 
Mary  D.  Torrey. 
Emma  L.  Clarke. 
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Names  of  Pree  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Franklin, 
Freetown,    . 
East  Freetown, 

Gardner, 

Gay  Head,  . 
G^^rgetown, 
GIU.       . 

Rirertide, 
Gloucestkr, 

Mttgnolia, 
Goaben, 
Goanold, 
Grmfton, 
Granbv, 
Granville,    . 
Great  Barrington, 
Greenfield,  . 
Given wlcb, . 
Groton, 
Groveland,  . 

South  Groveland, 
Hadley, 
Halifax, 
Hamilton,    . 
Hampden,    . 
Hancock, 
Hanover, 
Hanson,  South, 
HanM>n,  North, 
Hardwlck,   . 
Hardwick,   . 

OUbertvUle, 

Harvard , 

Harwich, 

Hatfield, 

Haverhill, 

Uawley, 

West  Hmeiey, 
Heath,  . 
Hingham,     . 

Nantasket, 
Hinsdale, 

Holbrook,    . 
Holden. 
Holland, 
Holllston,    . 
HOLTOKB,    . 
Hopedale, 
Houklnton, . 
HobbardAton, 
Hudson , 
Hall,     . 
Hantlngton, 


Hyde  Park, 

Ipswich, 

Kingston, 


Lancaster,   . 
LanesboroQgh, 
Lawrence, 
i.^e,      •       • 
Leicerter, 
Lenox, . 
Leominster, 
Leverett, 

North  Lererett 
I^xlngton,  . 
Leyden, 


Franklin  Library  A ssociation, 
Guilford  H.  Hatha wav  Library, 
East  Freetown  Circulating  Li- 
brary. 
Levi  Hey  wood  Memorial  Li- 
brary. 
Gay  Head  Public  LlJ>rary, 
Georgetown  Peabody  Library 
Gill  Free  Public  Library, . 
Gill  Free  Public  Library, . 
Sawyer  Free  Library, 
Magnolia  Library, 
Gosnen  Free  Public  Library, 
Gosnold  Free  Public  Library 
Grafton  Free  Public  Library 
Oranbv  Free  Public  Library, 
Granville  Free  Public  Library 
Great  Barrington  Free  Library 
Greenfield  Free  Library,  . 
Greenwich  Public  Library, 
Groton  Free  Public  Library, 
Groveland  Public  Library, 
Hale  Library, 
Hadley  Free  Library, 
Holmes  Public  Library,    . 
Hamilton  Public  Library, 
Hampden  Free  Public  Library 
Hancock  Public  Library, . 
John  Curtis  Free  Library, 
Hanson  Free  Public  Library, 
Hanson  Free  Public  Library, 
Hardwlck  Free  Town  Library 
£.  R.  Paige  Library, . 
George  H.  Gilbert  Manufactur 

Ing  Company's  Library. 
Harvard  Public  Library, . 

Broadbrooks  Free  Library, 

Hatfield  Public  Library,  . 
Haverhill  Public  Library, 
Hawley  Free  Public  Library 
Hawley  Free  Public  Library 
Heath  tree  Public  Library, 
Hlngham  Public  Library, 
Nantasket  Public  Library, 
Hinsdale  Public  Library  Asso 

elation. 
Holbrook  Public  Library, 
Gale  Free  Library,     . 
Holland  Public  L'lbrary,  . 
IloUlston  Public  Library, 
Holyoke  Public  Library,  . 
Bancroft  Memorial  Library, 
Houklnton  Public  Library, 
Ilubbardston  Public  Library 
Hudson  Public  Library,    . 


Hull  School  Library 


i; 


Huntington   Free    Public   Li 

brary. 
Hyde  Park  Public  Library, 
Ipswich  Free  Public  Library, 
Frederic  C.  Adams  Public  LI 

brary. 
Lancaster  Town  Library, 
Lanesborough  Town  Library 
Lawrence  Free  Public  Library 
Lee  Public  Lllurary,  . 
Leicester  Public  Library, 
Lenox  Library  Association, 
Leominster  Public  Library, 
Leverett  Free  Public  library 
Leverett  Free  Public  Library 
Cary  Library, 
Leyden  Free  Public  Library, 


Mrs.  Ella  G.  Campbell. 
M.  Florence  Dean. 
E.  W.  Lawrcnc«. 

Frances  E.  llaynes. 

Harry  G.  Reed. 

Sarah  T.  Noyes. 

Mrs.  William  Franklin. 

Frank  D.  Jones. 

Rachel  S.Webber. 

Elizabeth  T.  Thornton. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Godfrey. 

Mrs.  Rertlia  S.  Stetson. 

Mabel  L.  Howe. 

Cora  H.  Kellogg. 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Rockwell. 

Emma  W.  Sheldon. 

Ellaabetli  P.  Morgan. 

Helen  1.  Nevlns. 

Emma  F.  Blood. 

Mrs.  Emily  Longfellow  V'aughan. 

S.  A.  Randall. 
James  T.  Thomas. 
Mrs.  Grace  C.  Stone. 
Mrs.  John  Q.  Adams. 
Daniel  Shepardson. 
Alice  L.  Bailey. 
Mrs.  A bbyF.  Phillips. 
Mrs.  Ida  F.  Witherell. 
Hannah  R.  Spooner. 
Hannah  R.  Spooner. 
A.  H.  Richardson. 

Mrs.  Estelle  E.  Clark. 
Lulu  B.  Tobey. 
Suzanne  L.  Underwood. 
John  H.  Sanderson. 
John  Grant  Moulton. 
Mrs.  Florence  S.  Blssell. 
Mrs.  Willis  Vincent. 
Henry  Kirk  Smith. 
Hawkcs  Fearing. 
Mary  W.  Clark. 
James  Hosmer. 

Zenas  A.  French. 
Mrs.  Addle  M.  Holden. 
Mrs.  Bertha  Ilowlett. 
Josephine  E.  Rockwood. 
Frank  Grencll  Willcox. 
Harriet  B.  Sornbcrjfer. 
Sadie  B.  Stewart. 
Lucy  II.  Grimes. 
Grace  M.  Whlttemorc. 
The  Three  Trustees. 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Munson. 

Elizabeth  Alnsworth. 

Ijvdla  A.  Caldwell. 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  McLuuthicn. 

Ella  Sites  Wood. 
Bessie  Cummlngs. 
William  A.  Walsh. 
Isal>ella  1).  Bass(>tt. 
Mary  D.  Thurston. 
Anna  Louise  White. 
Florence  Ethel  Whoeler. 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Ames. 
Mrs.  S.  S.  Graves. 
Marian  P.  Klrkland. 
Letlce  Severance. 
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Cities  and  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Lincoln, 
Littleton,     . 
Ijonj^meadow, 
Lowell,     . 
Ludlow, 
Lunenburg* 
Lynn,  . 
I^nnncUl,    . 

MALDEN,      . 

Manchester, 
Mansfield,  . 
Marblehead, 
Marion, 

Maklbokouqii, 
Marshflcld, . 
BiaBlipee, 
Malta  polflctt, 

Maynard,  . 
Medlleld,      . 

MEDFOKI),   . 

Medway,  Weat, 

Medway  Village^ 
Melrose,   . 
Mendon, 
Merrimac,    . 
Methuen, 
Middleborough, 
Mlddlefletd, 
Mlddleton,  . 
Mil  ford. 
MlUbury.     . 
Millie,  . 
Milton, . 
Monroe, 
MouBon, 

Montague,   . 
Turner' »  Failn, 

Monterey,  . 
Montgomery, 

Mount  Washlngtim, 


Nahant, 
Nantucket,  . 
XatUk,  . 

South  Natick, 
Needham,     . 
New  AHhford, 
Nkw  IlKI)K)KI>, 


New  Rrahitree,  . 
New  Salem, 

NKWBUUlTdUT, 

New  Marlborough, 

Newton,     . 
Norfolk, 
North  Adams,  . 

Jilackiuton^ 
North  Andover,  . 
North  Attleborough, 
North  Brook  Held, 

North  Reading,  . 

Northampton, 

Northampton, 

Florence,  . 
Northborough,    . 
Northbrldge, 
North aeld,  . 


Lincoln  Public  Library,   . 
Reuben  Hoar  Library, 
Lobgmeadow  Town  Library, . 
City  Library  of  Lowell,    . 
Huubard  Memorial  library,  . 
Lunenburg  Public  Library,    . 
Lynn  Free  Public  Library, 
Lynnfleld  Public  Library, 
Maiden  Public  Library,    . 
Manchester  Public  Llnrary,    . 
Mansfield  Public  Library, 
Abbot  Public  Library, 
Tabor  Library,    .... 
Marlborough  Public  Library, . 
Marshfleld  Free  Library, 
Mash  pee  Public  Library, . 
^attapolsett  Free  Public  LL 

brary. 
Maynard  Public  Library, 
Medfleld  Public  Library, . 
Medford  Public  Library, . 
Medway  Free  I'ublic  Library, 
Dean  Llbrarv,     .... 
Melrose  Public  Library,  . 
Taft  Public  Library. . 
Merrimac  Public  Library, 
Nevlns  Blemorial  Library, 
Middleborough  Public  Library, 
Mlddlefleld  Public  Library,     . 
Flint  Public  Library, 
Mil  ford  Town  Library,     . 
Mlllbury  Town  Library,  . 
Mllllrt  Free  Public  Library,     . 
Milton  Public  Library,     . 
Monroe  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Monson     Free     Llbrarv    and 

Reading  Room  Association. 
Montague  Public  Library, 
Montague    Public  Library, 

Turner's  Falls  Branch. 
Monterey  Free  Library,    . 
Montgomery   Free  Public  Li- 
brary. 
Mount  Washington  Public  Li. 

brary. 
Nahant  Public  Library,     . 
Nantucket  Athenaeum, 
Morse  Institute  Library,  . 
Bacon  Free  Llbrarv, . 
Needham  Free  Public  Library, 
New  Ashford  Public  Library, 
Free  Public  Library  of  the  City 

of  New  Bedford. 
New  Braintree  Public  Library, 
New  Salem  Public  Library,  *  . 
Newbury  port  Public  Library, 
New  Marlborough  Public  LI- 

brary. 
Newton  Free  Library, 
Norfolk  Public  Library,    . 
North  Adams  Free  Public  LI- 

lirary. 
Oscar  A.  Archer  Branch, . 
North  Andoverl*ubllc  I^lbrary, 
Richards  Memorial  Library,    . 
North   Brookfleld  Free  Public 

Library  and  Reailing-room. 
Flint  Memorial  Library,  . 
Northampton  Public  Library, 
ForlMJS  Library,  . 
Lilly  Free  Library,    . 
Northborough  Free  Library, 
Whltlnsvllle  Social  Library, 
Dickinson  Memorial  Llbraiy, 


Hnlda  A.  Howes. 

Sarah  F.  White. 

Mrs.  0.  S.  Gates. 

Frederick  A.  Chase. 

Ifarv  Adams  Birnie. 

L.  Frances  Jones. 

John  C.  Houghton. 

Elixabeth  W.  Green. 

Lizzie  A.  Williams. 

Delucena  L.  Bingham. 

Grace  M.  Cobb. 

Mary  Gerrv  Brown. 

Mary  £.  Allen. 

Sarah  E.  Cotting. 

Joshua  T.  Baker. 

Clara  Collins. 

S  Clara  F.  Sherman. 

I  Sarah  W.  Hlller. 

Sarah  F.  Nyman. 

Lucretla  Bi.  Johnson. 

Mary  E.  Sargent. 

Carrie  £.  Blake. 

Miss  Newell. 

Carrie  M.  Worthen. 

Annie  Kinsley. 

Louise  C.  Bracket!. 

Harriet  L.  Crosby. 

Mrs.  Adelaide  K.  L.  Thatcher. 

Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Newton. 

Samuel  A*.  Fletcher. 

Nathaniel  F.  Blake. 

Carolyn  C.  Waters. 

Mrs.  A.  Macdonough. 

Gertrude  E.  Forrest. 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Allen. 

Nellie  F.  Squier. 

Kate  A .  Armstrong. 
N.  P.  Farwell. 

S.  Louise  Bidwell. 
Mrs.  D.  L.  AUyn. 

Howard  D.  Lamson. 

May  W.  Perkins. 
Sarah  F.  Barnard. 
Mira  R.  Partridge. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  Williams. 
Rlella  J.  Dunn. 
Mrs.  Charles  S.  Baker. 
George  IF.  Tripp. 

Carrie  F.  Bush. 
Wllnah  V.  Marshall. 
John  D.  Parsons. 
Rev.  Edwin  C.  Gillette. 

Elizabeth  P.  Thurston. 
Walter  L.  Sykes. 
Mabel  Temple. 

Oscar  A .  Archer. 
Hannah  J.  Quealy. 
I^eda  J.  Thompson. 
Margaret  Leach. 

Addle  W.  Gowlng. 
Caroline  8.  Laldley. 
Charles  A.  Cotter. 
Mary  A.  Puller. 
E.  Josephine  Yates. 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Fuller. 
Mrs.  F.  J.  Stockbridge. 
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Narfies  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Norton, 
Norwood,    . 
Oakham, 
Orange, 
Orleans* 
Otla.      . 
Oxford, 
Palmer, 

Paxton, 
Peabody,     . 
Pea body,     . 

Pelham, 
Pembroke.  . 
Bryantville, 
Pepperell,    . 
Peru,    . 
Petersham, . 
PhillipBton, . 

PITTSFIELD, 

Plain  field,  . 
Plymouth,    . 

North  Plymouth, 
Plympton,    . 
Prescott, 
Princeton,   . 
Provlncetown, 

OUINCY, 

Randolph,    . 
Raynham,    . 
North  Raynham, 

Reading. 
Rchoboth,    . 
Revere, 
Richmond,  . 

Rochester,  . 
Rockland,  . 
Rock  port,     . 

Pigeon  Cove, 
Rowe,    . 
Rowley, 
Royalston,  . 
Russell. 
Rutland, 

OALBM, 

Salisbury,  . 
Sandisfleid, . 

Sandwich,  . 
SaugUB, 

Savoy, . 

Scltuate, 

North  Scituaie 
Seekonk, 
Sharon, 
Sheffield,      . 
Shelburnc,  . 

Shelbitrne  Falls, 
Sherborn,     . 
Shirley, 
Shrewsbury, 

Shatesbury, 

Somerset,     . 

SOMERVn.LE, 

South  Hadley, 

South  Hadley  Falls, 
Southampton,     . 


Norton  Public  Library,     . 
Morrill  Memorial  Library, 
Oakham  Free  Public  Library, 
Orange  Free  Public  Library,  . 
The  Snow  Library,     . 
Free  Public  Library  of  Otis,    . 
Oxford  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Young  Men's  Library  Associa- 
tion. 
Paxton  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Peabody  Institute  Library, 
Eben    Dale  Sutton  Reference 

Library. 
Pelham  Free  Public  Library, 
Pembroke  Free  Library,  . 
Cobb  Memorial  Library,  . 
Pepperell  Public  Library, 
Free  Public  Library  of  Pern, 
Petersham  Memorfal  Library 
Phillips  Free  Public  Library, 
Berksnire  Athenseum, 
Plainlleld  Public  Library, 
Plymouth  Public  Library, 
Lorlng  Reading  Room,     . 
Plympton  Free  Public  Library 
Prescott  Free  Public  Library, 
Princeton  Public  Library, 
Provlncetown  Public  Library, 
Thomas  Crane  Public  Library 
Turner  Free  Library, 
Raynham  Free  Library,   . 
North  Raynham  Library  Abso 

elation. 
Reading  Public  Library,  . 
The  Blandtng  Library, 
Revere  Public  Library,     . 
Free  PubUc  Library  of  Rich 

mond. 
Free  Public  Library, . 
Rockland  Public  Library, 
Rockport  Public  Library, 
Pigeon  Cove  Library, 
Rowe  Town  Library, 
Rowley  Free  Public  Library, 
Raymond  Public  Library, 
Russell  Free  Public  Library, 
Rutland  Free  Public  Library 
Salem  Public  Library, 
Salisbury  Free  Public  Library 
Sandisfield   Free    Public    LI 

brary. 
Sandwich  Free  Public  Library 
Saugus  Free  Public  Library, 

Savoy  Free  Public  Library,     j 

Satult  Library,    .... 
Peirce  Memorial  Library, 
Seekonk  Free  Public  Library, 
Sharon  Public  Library,     . 
Sheffield  Free  Town  Library, . 
Shelburne  Free  Public  Library, 
Arms  Library,     .... 
Sherborn  Town  Library,  . 
Shirley  Public  Library,    . 
Shrewsbury   Free  Public    Li- 
brary. 
ShutesDury   Free   Public    Li- 

brary. 
Somerset  Free  Public  Library, 
Somervllle  Public  Library, 
South  Hadley  Public  Library, 
South  Hadley  Public  Library, 
Southampton  Library  Associa- 
tion. 


Emily  A.  Titus. 
Jane  A.  Hewett. 
Frank  E.  Davis. 
Grace  H.  Dawley. 
Hiram  Myers. 
Mrs.  Olive  J.  Davidson. 
Mrs.  Clara  A .  Fuller. 
Charles  B.  Flske. 

Cora  R.  Klrbv. 
Lyman  P.  Osborn. 
Augusta  F.  Daniels. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Keith. 
Ellen  F.  Cox. 
Mrs.  Julia  Morton. 
Mrs.  M.  Fannie  Shattuck. 
Arthur  Pike. 
Mrs.  Marietta  Goddard. 
Mrs.  Tina  H.  Chaffin. 
Harlan  H.  Ballard. 
Hattle  6.  Parker. 
Nellie  Thomas. 
Sara  C.  Van  de  Carr. 
John  Sherman. 
Henry  L.  Berry. 
Susie  A.  Davis. 
Abbie  C.  Putnam. 
Amelia  L.  Bumpus. 
Dr.  Charles  C.  Farnbam. 
Mrs.  Edith  T.  Burt. 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Barton. 

Lizzie  S.  Cox. 
William  H.  Marvel. 
Harriet  T.  Fenno. 
Rev.  T.  C.  Luce. 

Sarah  A.  Haskell. 
Angela  W.  Collins. 
Elsie  M.  Dann. 
Lillle  Aspegren. 
Mrs.  Alice  E.  Newell. 
CathaHne  N.  Mlghlll. 
Mrs.  Emellne  E.  MacKenzlo. 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Goodrich. 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Prouty. 
Gardner  M.  Jones. 
Hannah  Buswell  Coffin. 
Mrs.  Ella  E.  M.  Ward. 

Annie  A.  Rogers. 
Emma  E.  Newhall. 
W.  F.  Brlggs. 
E.  A.  Tllton. 
Blanche  C.  Gardner. 
Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Marsh. 
Helen  A.  Lake. 
Emma  A.  Baker. 
Mary  Richmond. 
Mercy  A.  Anderson. 
Daniel  W.  Wilcox. 
M.  Nellie  Clark. 
Estelle  E.  Ely. 
Mabel  E.  Knowlton. 

Mary  L.  Clark. 

Helen  Tallman. 
Sam  Walter  Foss. 
Mrs.  John  Burnett. 
Carrie  E.  Bard  well. 
Julia  B.  Strong. 
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Names  of  Fret  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


Cities  and  Towkb. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


SoatbboToagh, 
Sonthbridge, 
Soutbwick,  . 

Spencer, 
Springfield, 

Sterling. 
Stockbriilge, 

Stonebam, 

Stougbton, 

Stow,     . 

Starbridge, 

Sudbarv, 

Sunderland, 

Satton, . 
Mafichaugt 
South  Sutton^ 
West  SutUm, 
Wilkintonvillt, 

Swampscott, 

Swansea. 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewkflbury, 

Tlebury, 

Tollanti, 

Topsfleld, 

Townsend, 

Truro,  . 

Tyngsborongb, 

T'yrlnghani, 


Upton,  . 

Uxbrldge, 

Wukeneld, 

Wales,  . 

Walpole, 

Waltiiam, 

Ware,    . 

Wareham, 
Warren. 
Wanjv'ick, 
Watertown, 

Waylaud, 
Wei)!«ter, 
Wellcsley, 
Welineet, 


WoniU'll,      . 
Wfiiham, 
WoHt  Bovlstt>n, 
W«'!*t  Brfdgewater, 

Wist  Brookfleld, 
West  Newbury,  . 
West  SprliiKlleld, 

West  Stwkbrldgc, 
WVst  Tisbury,     . 


Wcstborough, 
Westrtel*!,    . 
Wefitford.    . 
Westlianipton, 

Westminster, 
Weston, 
We-»t|>ort.     . 
W^CHtwood,  . 


Fay  Library 

Sontbbrtdge  Public  Library,  . 
Free  Pablic  Library  of  South- 

wick. 
Richard  Sugden  Public  Library, 
City   Library  Association    of 

Springflela. 
Sterling  Free  Public  Library, 
The  Stockbridge  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 
Stoneham  Free  Public  Library, 
Stoughton  Public  Library, 
Randall  .Memorial  Library, 
Joshua  Hyde  Public  Library, . 
The  Goodnow  Library,     . 
Sunderland  Public  Library,     . 
Sutton  Free  Library, . 
Sutton  Free  Llbrar^-, . 
Sutton  Free  Library, . 
Sutton  Free  Llbrarj-, . 
Sutton  Free  Library. . 
Swampscott  Public* Library,    . 
Swansea  Free  Public  Library, 
Taunton  Public  Library,  . 
Boynton  Public  Library. . 
Tewksburv  Public  Library,     . 
Vineyard  "ftaven  Library, 
Tolland  Free  Library. 
Topsfleld  Town  Library,  . 
Townsend  Public  Library, 
Truro  Town  Library. 
Tyngsborough  I*ubllc  Llbrarj*. 
Tyringham  Free  Public  L'l- 

brary. 
Upton'Town  Librarv, 
Thayer  Memorial  Lfbrary, 
Beeue  Town  Library, 
Wales  Public  I-iibrary. 
Walpole  l*ubllc  Librarv,  . 
Wallbam  Public  Library, 

Young  Men's  Library  Associa- 
tion. 
Wareham  Free  Library,   . 

Warren  Public  Library.   . 

Warwick  Free  Library,    . 
Free  Public  Library  o"f  Water- 
town. 

W^avlnnd  Town  Library,  . 

Webster  Public  Library,  . 

Wcllcplev  Free  Librarv,  . 

Free  Public  Librarv  of  Well- 
lleet. 

Wendell  Free  Library, 

Wenhani  Public  Library,. 

West  Hoylsiton  Public.  r.li)rarv, 

WcKt  Hrliljrewaier  Public   Li- 
brary. 

MeiTiani  Public  Library,. 

West  Ne\vl>urv  Public  1  Jl)rarT, 

We-it    Springiield    Public    l1. 
bniry. 

We>«t  stoekl)ri«1ffe  Free  Lil>rarv 

Wefit  Tisbury  Free  Public  Li'- 
l>rary. 

Wcrttb'oroujrb  Public  liibrary,  . 

Westlleld  Alhen:i'Uin,.        .  '     . 

.7.  V.  Fletcher  Library, 

Reunion  Library  of  W'esjtbanip- 
ton. 

Westminster  Town  Library,    . 

Weston  Town  Library. 

Westport  Fr»'e  Publir  Library, 

Wcstwood  Public  Library,    '  . 


Francena  E.  Buck. 
Ella  B.  Miersch. 
W.  B.  Harding. 

Nellie  A.  Cutter. 
John  Cotton  Dana. 

Marv  D.  Peck. 
Caroline  P.  Wells. 

Mn.  Marllla  H.  Boyce. 
M.  Alice  Burn  ham.' 
Susan  M.  I^awrence. 
Emily  M.  Haynes. 
Mary  L.  Cutter. 
Abbie  T.  Montague. 
Mra.  Sarah  M.  mils. 
Francis  Trescott. 
E.  J.  Barnes. 
Jason  Waters. 
Auffusta  Houghton. 
S.  Louise  Honors. 
Julia  R.  Wellington. 
Joshua  Eddy  Crane. 
H.  F.  Lane. 

Leona  Frances  FltzGerald. 
Mabel  T.  Tllton. 
WUbert  Munn. 
Albert  M.  Dodge. 
3Irs.  Evelyn  L.  Warren. 
Mra.  Laurena  A.  Ryder. 
Ellen  Lydla  Perharo. 
Mrs.  George  R.  Warren. 

Mrs.  Laura  C.  Sadler. 
Beatrice  Putnam. 
Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Sbcpard. 
Willis  Chamberlln. 
Nettle  S.  Gough. 
Mrs.  Mary  K.  Bill. 
Harriet  B.  Hayden. 

Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Harlow. 
Joseph  G.  Hastings. 
Clara  A.  >Ione«i. 
Solon  F.  Wliltney. 

Mrs.  M.  T.  S.  Small. 
Mrs.  Phoebe  R.  Klngaburv 
.luila  F.  Jennings. 
Kate  £.  Brown. 

Julia  DeWolf  Havana. 
Benjamin  H.  Conant. 
Susie  E.  Jewell. 
Mary  L.  Perkins. 

Florence  A.  Jobni^on. 
Caroline  Carr. 
Daniel  G.  White. 

Frances  J.  Edwards. 
!  Cyrus  Manter. 

Martha  J.  Eastman, 
(ieorge  Stockwell. 
Mary  P.  Runee. 
George  ?2.  Knight. 

Marv  Belle  Ilager. 
Elizabeth  S.WfiiW. 
Annie  K.  llowland. 
Annie  L.  Itichardson. 
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NaTJMS  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Weymouth, . 

South  Weymoutht    . 
Whately,      . 
Whitman,    . 
Wilbraham, 
Willlamsbure, 

HaydenvUU, 
Willlamstown, 

Blaekinton, 

South  jyillianutoumt 

Wilmington, 

Winohendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor,     • 

Winthrop,   . 

WOBDRN,      . 
WORCESTEB, 

Worthington, 
Wrentham,  . 
Yarmouth,  . 

South  Yarmouth^    . 

IFett  Yarmouth, 


The  Tufts  Library,    . 
Fogg  Memorial  Library,  . 
Wliately  Public  Library,  . 
Whitman  Public  Library, 
Free  Public  Library, . 
Meekins  Memorial  Library,    . 
HaydenyiUo  Free  Library, 
Wllliamstown  Public  Library. 
Oscar  A.  Archer  Branch  of 

North  Adams  Library. 
South  Williamstown  Public  Li. 

brary. 
Wilmington  Public  Library,    . 
Winchendon  Public  Library,  . 
Winchester  Public  Library,    . 

Windsor  Free  Public  Library,  J 

Winthrop  Public  Library, 
Woburn  Public  Library,  . 
Free   Public   Library  of   the 

City  of  Worcester. 
Worthington  Free  Library,     . 
Wrentham  Public  Library, 
Yarmouth  Library  Association, 
South  Yarmouth  Library, 
West  Yarmouth  Library, . 


Caroline  A.  Blanchard. 
Mary  D.  Vaughan. 
Mary  R.  Gould. 
Bllena  S.  Suilsted. 
Minnie  M.  Morgan. 
Mrs.  Anna  J.  Hawks. 
Charles  A.  Phillips. 
Lucy  F.  Curtis. 
O.  A.  Archer. 

Lucy  Torrey  San  ford. 

Anna  T.  Sheldon. 
Mrs.  Sylyia  M.  Manzer. 
Cora  A.  Quimby. 
Mrs.  Alice  M.  Nichols. 
Mrs.  Darius  Bird. 
Mrs.  Joel  8.  Shaw. 
Flora  L.  Pomroy. 
William  R.  Cutter. 
Samuel  S.  Green. 

Katharine  M.  Rice. 
Mary  A.  Smith. 
3Irs.  Lydla  C.  Matthews. 
Mrs.  Tamsen  S.  Baker. 
Mrs.  Cordelia  C.  Baker. 


Appendix  III. 


A  Roll  of  Honor. 


List  of  Givers  of  Free  PuBiiic  Library 
BuiiiDLNGS  IN  Massachusetts. 


GIVERS  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDINGS  IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


ACTOir, 
AMB8BURT, 

Amberst,  North, 

Ain>OVER,    . 

Arldvoton, 

ABHBURXHAll,    . 
ATER,    . 

Barxstable,  . 
Earre, 
Becket, 
Bxlcbertown, 
Belmont,  . 

BERII AROSTON,  . 

bullerica, . 
Blaxdford, 

BOURSFE, 

BRAniTREE, 
BROOKFIELD,       . 

Ca]ibrii>oe, 
Cabtoh, 
Carlisle,  . 
Charlemont,    . 
Chatham,  . 
Chelmsford,    . 
Chelsea,    . 

C03IC0RI>,     . 
COSWAT,      . 

ccmmikgton,    . 
Dalton, 
Damyers,    . 
Dartmouth, Sooth 
Dedham,     . 
Dserfield, 
Dbbiiis, 

DUXBCRT,    . 


East  Bridgewater, 
Easthamptoh,  . 
Eastoh, 

Essex 

Everett,    . 
Everett  iOlendale), 
Faxruaven, 


FlTCHBURG, 

Frabsuk,  . 


Gift  of  Hon.  WilUam  A.  Wilde  of  Maiden. 

Bequest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard  and  others. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  as  a  memo. 

rial  of  her  husband. 
Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgis  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 
Bequest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 
Gift  of  Henry  O.  Underwood. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushman. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  son,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 
Gift  of  Mies  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 

the  Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 
Gift  of  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer. 
Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Kludge  of  Los  Angeles. 
Gift  of  Augustus  Hemmenway. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbury. 
Gift  of  E.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge. 
Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Eustace  C.  Flu. 
Gift  of  William  Munroe. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

parents. 
Gift  of  WUllam  Cullen  Bryant. 
Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  John  H.  Sonthworth  of  Springfield. 
Bequests  and  gifts  of  citizens. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 
Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  piemorlal  of  her  son, 

George  Buckham  Wright. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  Williston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames. 
Bequest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Albert  M.  Parlin,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 
Bequest  of  William  Shute. 
Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abble  P.  Rogers,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter,  Milliceut. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Ray,  as  a  memorial  to 

their  father. 
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Freetown, 

Gardner,   . 
Georgetown, 
Gloucester, 
Granville, 
Groton, 
TIarvard,  . 
Hatfield,  . 
Haverhill, 

HINUHAM,     . 

Hinsdale,  . 
Holden, 

HOLTOKE,    . 

Hopedale,  . 

HOl'KINTON, 

hubbardston, 
Ipswich, 
kinumton,  . 
Lancaster, 
Lawrence, 
Leicester,  . 

Lenox, 
Lexington, 
Lincoln,     . 
Littleton, 

Ludlow,     . 
Lynn,   . 

Malden, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marrlehead, 

BlARION, 

Marshfield, 
Medford,   . 
Methuen,  . 
Midi>leton, 

MONSON, 

Natick, 

South  Natick 
Newburyport, 
Newton, 
North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

northami»ton, 

North  Attleboroijgh,  . 

northborouoh, 
North  Brook  field, 
northfield,     . 
North  Reading, 
Norton,      .       .       .       . 
Norwood,  .       .      .       . 

Orleans 


Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Hathaway  Crowell,  as  a  memorial  of 

her  father,  Hon.  Guilford  B.  Hathaway. 
Gift  of  children  of  Levi  Heywood. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Samuel  E.  Sawyer. 
Gift  of  Hon.  M.-B.  Whitney  and  others. 
Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Samuel  H.  Dickinson. 
Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 
Gift  of  citizens. 
Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wlfe.Mn. 

Sylvia  Thwlng  Bancroft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  rcAidents  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Jonai^  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 
Gift  of  CajJt.  Augustine  Heard. 
Bequest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  his  sons. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  Miss  E.  A.  White. 
Gift  of  Lory  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  David  E.  Merriam 

and  others. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermerhorn. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Cary. 
Gift  of  George  Grosvenor  Tar  bell. 
Gift  of  children  of  William  Stevens  Houghton,  as  a  memorial 

of  their  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 

Gift  of  MrH.  Elizabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her  hat- 
band. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Elishn  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial  of 

their  son. 
Gift  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolldge. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 
Be<|uest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  BoHton. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 
Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Ventress. 
Gift  of  Thatcher  Magoun. 
Gift  of  heira  of  David  Nevlns. 
Bcijuest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  K.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 

Horatio  T^yon. 
Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 
Beque.«it  of  Oliver  Bacon. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother, 

Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 
Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  bv 

the  city. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 
Gift  of  A  If  red  T.  Lilly. 
Gift  of  children  of  Edmund  L  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a 

memorial  of  their  parents. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Haston. 
Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchburg. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton. 
Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter,  Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 
Built  partly  by  subsc*i*iptions. 
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Peabody,    .       .       .       . 

Pembroke  iBryafUvUle)^ 

Pepperell, 

Petersham, 

pitt8field, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 

provincetown, 

QUINCY, 

Randolph, 
Rehoboth, 
Rochester, 

OALEM,  •         • 

SciTUATE,  North, 
Shirley,     . 
southbridoe,   . 
Spencer,     . 
Springfield,    . 
Sterling,   . 

Stockbridoe,  . 
Stow,   . 

Stcrbridoe, 

Sudbury,    . 
Sunderland,    . 
Swansea,    . 
Uxbridoe,  . 
Ware, 
Warren,    . 
Watertown,    . 
Wayland,  . 
Wellesley, 
West  Brookfibld, 
Westford, 
Westminster,  . 
Westwood, 
Wei-mouth, 

South  WeymotUh, 
Williamsburg, 

HapdenvilUt  . 
Woburn,     . 
Wrentham, 
Yarmouth, 


Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Rozllla  Cobb. 

Bequest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  Neii 

Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 

Gift  of  daughters  of  William  G.  Russell. 

Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnow,  as  afamll; 

Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Crane. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Turner. 

Gifts  of  Darius  Goff  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leonai 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 

Gift  of  Silas  Pelrce  of  Boston,  as  a  men 

Built  mainly  by  bequest  of  Mrs.  Betsey 

Gift  of  Holmes  Ammldown  of  New  Yorl 

Gift  of  Richard  Sugden. 

Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association. 

Gift  of  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester, 

daughter,  Elizabeth  Anne. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 
Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  foi 

Randall. 
Bequest  of  George  B.  Hyde  of  Boston, 

father,  Joshua  Hyde. 
Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  John  Long  Graves. 
Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keei 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  others. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 
Built  by  Hollls  H.  Hunnewell  and  other 
Bequest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 
Gift  of  Hollls  H.  Hunnewell. 
Gift  of  Charles  Merriam  of  Springfield. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Vamum  Fletcher. 
Bequest  of  Charles  A.  Forbush. 
Gift  of  Howard  Colbum. 
Gift  of  Qulncy  Tufts  and  his  sister,  Mis 
Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 
Bequest  of  Stephen  Meekins. 
Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Hayden. 
Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  as  an 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiah  J.  Fiske. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  LAWS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


[Rbtibbd  Laws,  1902,  Chaptbb  88.] 

General  Provision. 

Section  1 .  Library  corporations  and  associations  which  have  been 
legally  established  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and  privilegeB 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  restrictions  attaching  thereto. 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  2.  Attorneys  at  law  who  have  been  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  and  who  are  resident  in  a  county 
for  which  there  is  no  law  library  association  may  organize  as  a  cor- 
poration, under  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  by  the  name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  such  county, 
and  may  adopt  by-laws  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
superior  court. 

Section  S.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  have  access  to  the 
library  and  may  use  the  books  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  by-laws. 

Section  4.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law  library 
associations  in  their  respective  counties  all  sums  which  are  paid  into 
the  county  treasuries  during  the  year  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year. 
They  may  also  pay  to  said  associations  such  further  sums  as  the 
county  commissioners  may  consider  are  necessary  and  proper.  All 
sums  which  are  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  and  enlarge  such 
libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  of  citizens.  The  treasurer  of 
the  law  library  association,  before  receiving  any  money  from  the 
county  treasurer,  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  commissioners,  for  the  faithful  application  of  such  money,  and 
that  he  will  make  a  return  annually  to  them,  under  oath,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  expended. 

Section  5.  Each  law  library  association  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  immediately  after  their  publication,  one 
copy  of  the  legislative  documents  of  the  senate  and  house,  the  journal 
of  the  senate  and  the  journal  of  the  house. 


66      .  FKEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 


CiTT  AND  Town  Libraries. 

Section  6.  A  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain  public 
libraries  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  under  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  city  council  or  by  the  town,  and  may  receive,  hold  and  manage 
any  gift,  bequest  or  devise  for  such  library.  The  city  council  of  a 
city  or  the  selectmen  of  a  town  may  place  in  such  library  the  books, 
reports  and  laws  which  may  be  received  from  the  commonwealth. 

Trustees  of  Town  Libraries. 

Section  7.  A  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the 
support  of  a  free  public  library,  or  free  public  library  and  reading 
room,  owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special 
meeting,  unless  the  same  has  been  acquired  entirely  or  in  part 
through  some  gift  or  bequest  which  contains  other  conditions  or  pro- 
visions for  the  election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management 
which  have  been  accepted  by  the  town,  elect  by  ballot  a  board  of 
trustees  consisting  of  any  number  of  persons,  male  or  female,  divis- 
ible by  three,  which  the  town  determines  to  elect.  When  such  board 
is  first  chosen,  one-third  thereof  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  one- 
third  for  two  years  and  one-third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one- 
third  shall  be  elected  annually  for  the  term  of  three  years.  The 
board  shall,  from  its  own  number,  annually  choose  a  chairman  and 
secretary  and,  if  the  town  so  votes,  a  treasurer,  who  shall  give  a  bond 
similar  to  that  given  by  the  town  treasurer,  in  an  amount  and  with 
sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  selectmen.  The  town  treasurer 
shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees  until  the  town  other- 
wise directs. 

Section  8.  The  board  shall  have  the  custody  and  management 
of  the  library  and  reading  room  and  of  all  property  owned  by  the 
town  relating  thereto.  All  money  raised  or  appropriated  by  the  town 
for  its  support  aud  maintenance  shall  be  expended  by  the  board,  and 
all  money  or  property  which  the  town  may  receive  by  gift  or  bequest 
for  said  library  and  reading  room  shall  be  administered  by  the  board 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  gift  or  bequest. 

Section  9.  The  board  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  town  of 
its  receipts  and  expenditures  and  of  the  property  in  its  custody,  with 
a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  and  of  any  gifts  or 
bequests  which  it  holds  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  its  recommenda- 
tions. 

Section  10.  The  provisions  of  the  three  preceding  sections  shall 
not  apply  to  library  associations,  nor  to  a  library  organized  under  a 
special  act. 
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Board  of  Free  Public  Librart  Commissioners. 

SEcnoN  11.  There  shall  be  a  board  of  free  public  library  commis- 
sioners coDsisttng  of  five  persons,  residents  of  the  commonwealth,  one 
of  whom  shall  annually  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The  governor 
shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

Section  12.  No  member  shall  receive  any  compensation,  but  the 
board  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  pay- 
able by  the  commonwealth,  for  clerical  assistance  and  for  other  neces- 
sary expenses.  It  shall  annually  in  January  make  a  report  to  the 
general  court. 

Section  13.  The  board  shall  advise  the  librarian  or  trustees  of 
any  free  public  library  relative  to  the  selection  or  cataloguing  of 
books  and  any  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  admin- 
istration of  the  librarv. 

Section  14.  Said  board  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  library 
trustees  of  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of  sections 
sixteen  and  seventeen,  and  which  has  no  free  public  library  owned 
and  controlled  by  the  town,  expend  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars 
for  books  to  be  selected  aud  purchased  by  said  board  and  delivered 
to  said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library. 

Section  15.  If  a  town,  the  valuation  of  which  is  not  more  than 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  which  has  a  free  public  library,  has 
complied  with  all  laws  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  such  library, 
and  the  trustees  of  the  library  provide,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
board,  for  the  distribution  of  books  in  different  parts  of  the  town 
where  such  distribution  is  necessary,  by  means  of  branch  libraries  or 
deliveries,  and  for  practical  and  effective  means  of  rendering  the  library 
useful  to  the  teachers  aud  scholars  of  the  public  schools  in  such  town, 
the  board  may  expend,  in  such  amounts  and  at  such  times  as  they  de- 
termine, not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  each  free  public  library  owned  and  controlled  by  such  town. 

Section  16.  A  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
three  preceding  sections  until  it  accepts  the  same  or  has  accepted  the 
corresponding  provisions  of  earlier  laws  and  has  elected  a  board  of 
library  trustees  as  provided  in  section  seven,  nor  until  said  trustees 
have  made  provision  satisfactory  to  said  commissioners  for  the  care 
and  distribution  of  the  books  furnished  by  them. 

Section  17.  Such  town  shall,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was 
one  million  dollars  or  over,  annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax, 
or  otherwise  provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public 
library,  not  less  than  fifty  dollars ;  if  such  valuation  was  less  than 
one  million  dollars  and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 
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;  less  than  twent^'-five  dollars ;  and  if  such  valuation  was  less  tbui 
)  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  not  less  than  fifteen  dollan. 

Appropriation  of  Money  for  Libraries. 

section  15,  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  towns 
y  appropriate  money  ^'for  the  establishment,  maintenance  or  in- 
asc  of  a  public  library  therein,  and  for  the  erection  or  provision 
suitable  buildings  or  rooms  therefor." 

^  For  maintaining  a  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants  have 
e  access  and  of  which  they  have  the  use,  and  for  establishing  and 
intaining  a  public  reading  room  in  connection  with  and  under  the 
itrol  of  the  managers  of  such  library." 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  168,  chapter  102  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that 
ney  received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  shall  be 
)ended  for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools. 

Defacing  or  Wilful  Detention  of  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

sections  83  and  84,  chapter  208  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provide  that 
rhoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly  and 
hout  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  bookf 
te,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlett 
Quscript  or  statue  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  pab- 
or  incorporated  library  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  thap 
I  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than 
months." 
^  Whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly 

I  without  cause,  detains  a  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet, 
manuscript  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  public  or 
orporatcd  library  for  thirty  days  after  a  notice  in  writing  from  the 
arian  thereof,  containing  a  copy  of  this  section  and  given  after  the 
miration  of  the  time  which,  by  the  regulations  of  such  library,  such 
»k,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet  or  manuscript  may  be  kept, 

II  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twenty* 
\  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months." 

Disturbing  PriiLic  Libraries. 

lection  33,  chapter  212  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  ^^  who* 
r  wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library,  or  a 
ding  room  connected  therewith,  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any 
cr  manner  during  the  time  when  such  library  or  reading  room  is 
n  to  the  public  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not  more 
Q  thirty  days  or  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars." 
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EEPOET    OF    THE    COMMISSION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission was  organized,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its 
thirteenth  report,  covering  the  calendar  year  1902. 

The  Commission. 

Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Sohier  has  been  reappointed  a  member  of 
the  commission  for  the  full  term  of  five  years ;  Miss  Mabel 
Simpkins  is  now  Mrs.  Mabel  Simpkins  Agassiz. 

Books  supplied  during  the  Year. 

The  following  towns  have  been  supplied  during  the  year 
with  a  first  installment  of  books,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 233  of  the  Acts  of  1900  :  — 


Berkley, 

Barlington, 

Chester, 

Leyden, 

Mashpee, 

Monroe, 

Phillipston, 

Plympton, 

Richmond, 

Erving, 
Florida, 
Gay  Head, 

Monterey, 
Montgomery, 
New  Ashford, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Southwick, 

Goshen, 

New  Salem, 

Sunderland, 

Gosnold, 
Granville, 

North  Reading, 
Oakham, 

Tolland, 
Wales, 

Halifax, 
Hawley, 
Holland, 

Paz  ton, 

Pelham, 

Peru, 

West  Stockbridge, 
Whately.  —  36. 

The  second  installment,  completing  in  each  case  the  $100 
worth  allowed  by  the  law,  has  been  supplied  to  the  following 
towns :  — 


Burlington, 
Chesterfield, 


Richmond, 
Wendell, 


West  Stockbridge, 
Windsor.  — 6. 
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Towns  still  entitled  to  Benefit  under  the  Law. 
The  full  allowance  of  $100  worth :  — 


Alford, 

Gill, 

Prescott, 

Auburn, 

Lakerille, 

Savoy, 

Blandford, 

Lanesborongh, 

Shutesbury, 

BoylstOD, 

Middleton, 

Washington.  —  ] 

Clarksburg, 

Mount  Washington, 

Egremont, 

New  Marlborough, 

^he  second  allowance  is  due  to  the  following  towns :  — 

Alford, 

GrauTille, 

Orleans, 

Ashby, 

Greenwich, 

Otis, 

Auburn, 

Halifax, 

Paxton, 

Berkley, 

Hampden, 

Pelham, 

Berlin, 

Hancock, 

Peru, 

Blandford, 

Hawley, 

Phillipston, 

Bolton, 

Heath, 

Plainfield, 

Boxborough, 

Holland, 

Plympton, 

Boylston, 

Huntington, 

Prescott, 

Brimfield, 

Lakeville, 

Rochester, 

Carlisle, 

I^nesborough, 

Rowe, 

Charlemont, 

Leverett, 

Royalston, 

Chester, 

Leyden, 

Russell, 

Chilmark, 

Mashpee, 

Rutland, 

Clarksburg, 

Mendon, 

Sandisfield, 

Colrain, 

Middlefield, 

Savoy, 

Dana, 

Middleton, 

Shutesbury, 

Dunstable, 

Monroe, 

Southwiek, 

Eastham, 

Monterey, 

Sunderland, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Montgomery, 

Tolland, 

Egremont, 

Mount  Washington, 

Truro, 

Erving, 

New  Ashford, 

Tyngsborough, 

Florida, 

New  Braintree, 

Tyringham, 

Gay  Head, 

New  Marlborough, 

Wales, 

Gill, 

New  Salem, 

Warwick, 

Goshen, 

Norfolk, 

Washington, 

Gosnold, 

North  Reading, 

Whately.  — 88. 

Granby, 

Oakham, 

—  16. 


The  towns  have  readily  made  such  provision  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  books  to  different  villages  and  outlying  districts 
as  are  practicable,  and  the  stimulus  given  by  the  State  has  been 
an  important  aid  in  that  direction. 

Lakcville  and  Norwell  are  still  without  a  free  public  library, 
though  the  James  Library  in  Norwell  is  practically  accessible 
to  all  the  people  of  the  town. 
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Towns  classified  as  to  Libraries. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
bows  the  free  library  facilities  they  now  enjoy :  — 


VnoiM  vohich  fune  librariei 

Abington, 

Acushnet, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford. 

Amesbury, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

ABhbumham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleboroagh, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfleld, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 


Class  1. 

aumed  and  controlled  by  the 
tion  to  all  the  people, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dalton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dracut, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gay  Head, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 


toum  and  firee  for  etrcula' 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Hadley, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hard  wick. 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborongh, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Ley den, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 
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Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ash  ford. 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newbury  port, 

New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborough, 

Noithborough, 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield. 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 


Pazton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quiney, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rock  port, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royal  ston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelburne, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

South  bridge, 

South  Hadley, 

Southwick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 


Swampscott, 

Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truix), 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Ux  bridge, 

Wakefield. 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

W^ellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridge  water. 

West  Brookfield, 

W^estford, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Westwood, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.  —  272. 
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Towns  which  have  free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bernardston, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cummington, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Class  2. 

libraries  in  which  t?ie  town  has 
management. 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 


some  representation  in  the 

Maiden, 

Methuen, 

Norton, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

VVestfield, 

Wobum.  —  Se. 


Class  3. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates  money ^  but  - 

is  not  represented  in  the  management. 


Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Boxford, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Cheshire, 

Cottage  City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 


Great  Barrington, 

Harwich, 

Lee, 

Monson, 

Nantucket, 

Northbridge, 

Palmer, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 


Scituate, 

Southampton, 

Stockbridge, 

Tisbury, 

Ware, 

Wellesley, 

Westhampton, 

West  Tisbury, 

Worthington.  —  27. 


Class  4. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the  town. 

Barnstable,  Fairhaven,  Raynham, 

Becket,  Gloucester,  Rehoboth, 

Billerica,  Hopkinton,  Wareham, 

Buckland,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth. — 14. 

Easton,  Marion, 

Class  5. 

Towns  which  have  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places. 

Newbury, Newburyport  Public  Library, 

Washington, Becket  Athenseum.  —  2. 


Class  6. 

Towns  having  no  free  public  library  privileges. 

Lakeville,  Norwell.— 2. 


10  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

Other  Free  Library  Facilities  in  Massachusetts  Towns, 
IN  Addition  to  the  Town  Library  proper. 

There  are  free  libraries  in  villages  or  separate  portions  of 
the  towns,  mainly  under  private  management,  as  follows  :  — 

Amherst,  — 

North  Amherst,         .  .    North  Amherst  Public  Library. 

Andover,  — 

Ballardvale^      ....    Bradlee  Library. 

Ashburnham, — 

South  Ashburnham,  .        .        .    South  Ashburnham  Library. 

Barnstable,  — 

CenirevUle,        ....  Centre ville  Free  Public  Library  As- 
sociation. 

CotuU^ Cotuit  Library. 

Byannis, Hyannis  Free  Public  Library. 

Marston*8  Mills,  .        .  Marston^s  Mills  Library. 

Oaterville, Osterville  Public  Library. 

Bill  erica, — 

Talbot  Mills,      ....    Talbot  Library. 

Boxf ord,  — 

West  Bozford,    ....    West  Boxford  Public  Library. 

Chelmsford, — 

North  Chelmsford,     .        .        .    North   Chelmsford    Library   Associ- 
ation. 
Dana,  — 

North  Dana,      ....    Dana  Free  Public  Library. 

Dartmouth, — 

South  Dartmouth,     .        .        .    Southworth  Library. 

Deerfield, — 

Pocumtuck  Valley  Association,    Library  of   the   Pocumtuck   Valley 

Memorial  Association. 
Erving,  — 

Miller^s  Falls,    ....    Erving  Town  Library. 

Everett,  — 

Olendale, Shute  Memorial  Library. 

Falmouth,  — 

West  Falmouth,  .        .    West  Falmouth  Library. 

Woods  Hole,      ....    Woods  Hole  Library. 

Freetown,  — 

East  Freetown, ....    East  Freetown  Circulating  Library. 

Gill,— 

Riverside, Gill  Free  Public  Library. 
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Gloucester,  — 
Magnolia^  . 

Grovel  and.t— 

SatUh  Chroveland, 

Hanson, — 

North  Hanson^ 

Hardwick,  — 
Oilbertville^ 

Hawley,  — 

West  Hawley  y 

Hingham,  — 
Nant€uket^ 

Leverett,  — 

North  Leverett, 

Medway,  — 

Medway  Village^ 

Montague,  — 

Turner's  Falls,  . 

Natiek, — 

South  Natiek,    . 

North  Adams, — 
BlackifUan, 

Northampton,  — 
Florence,   . 

Norwell,  . 

Pembroke,  — 
BryantvUk, 

Plymouth,  — 

North  Plymouth, 

Raynham,  — 

North  Raynham, 

Rockport,  — 
Pigeon  Cove, 

Scituate,  — 

North  Scituate, . 

Shelbume,  — 

SheUmme  Falls, 

South  Hadley, — 

South  Hadley  Falls, 


.    Magnolia  Library. 

.    Hale  Library. 

Hanson  Free  Public  Library. 

.    George    H.    Gilbert    Manufacturing 
Company^s  Library. 

.    Hawley  Free  Public  Library. 

.    Nantasket  Public  Library. 

Leverett  Free  Public  Library. 

.    Dean  Library. 

.    Montag^ie  Public  Library,  Tumer^s 
Falls  Branch. 

.    Bacon  Free  Library. 

.    Oscar  A.  Archer  Branch. 

.    Lilly  Free  Library. 
.    James  Library. 

.  Cobb  Memorial  Library. 

Loring  Reading  Room. 

.  North  Raynham  Library  Association. 

.  Pigeon  Cove  Library. 

.  Peirce  Memorial  Library. 

.  Anns  Library. 

.  South  Hadley  Public  Library. 
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Sutton, — 

Manchaug, 
South  Sutton^    . 
West  Sutton, 
WiUcinsonvxlley  . 

Weymouth, — 

South  Weymouth, 

Williamsburg,  — 
Baydenville, 

Williamstown, — 

South  Wxlliamstown, 

Yarmouth,  — 

South  Yarmouth, 
West  Yarmouth, 


.    Sutton  Free  Library. 

Sutton  Free  Library. 

.    Sutton  Free  Library. 

.    Sutton  Free  Library. 

.    Fogg  Memorial  Library. 

,    Haydenville  Free  Library. 

South  Williamstown  Public  Library. 

.    South  Yarmouth  Library. 
.    West  Yarmouth  Library. 


Notes  of  Progress  from  the  Libraries. 

From  the  replies  to  a  circular  letter  of  inquiry  sent  to  the 
librarians  of  the  over  400  free  public  libraries  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  town  and  city  trus- 
tees, have  been  derived  the  following  notes.  They  indicate  a 
very  satisfactory  growth  of  usefulness  and  prosperity  in  our 
libraries  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  They  also  plainly 
show  that  the  natural  bond  between  the  public  library  and  the 
public  school  is  gaining  a  wider  and  fuller  recognition,  and  is 
being  drawn  closer  and  closer  year  by  year.  We  gratefully 
record  the  fact  that  in  many  localities  the  school  superintendent 
and  the  teachers  render  systematic  and  efficient  aid  to  the 
librarian  in  the  work  of  leading  the  children  to  a  familiar 
acquaintanceship  with  good  literature.  The  fruits  of  this 
connection  between  school  work  and  library  privilege  wisely 
supervised  have  been  excellent  and  highly  appreciated  by  all 
concerned.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  stream  of 
private  beneficence  which  has  so  notably  flowed  library-ward 
during  the  past  decade  shows  no  signs  of  intermittence. 


AcusHNET.  The  trustees  acknowledge  a  gift  of  100  volumes  from 
the  Millicent  Library  of  Fairhaven,  being  a  seleetioQ  from  the 
duplicates  of  the  latter.  Two  branches,  at  Perry  Hill  and  Long 
Plain,  are  supported.  Miss  Elsie  Collins,  having  resigned  the 
librarianship,  has  been  succeeded  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Annas. 


903.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  13 

j>AMS.  Among  the  exhibits  displayed  in  the  library,  including 
several  from  the  treasures  of  the  Library  Art  Club,  were  two  of 
the  work  done  by  children  in  the  public  schools.  These  were 
arranged  and  presented  by  the  supervisor  of  drawing,  and 
attracted  more  popular  attention  ^han  all  the  others. 

lMesburt.  The  new  library  building,  a  brief  description  of  which 
was  given  in  the  commission's  report  of  1901,  was  opened  for 
public  use  in  April  last.  Since  that  time  several  articles  of 
useful  furniture  have  been  presented  by  citizens  of  the  town. 
Of  these  are  a  handsome  mahogany  ^^  grandfather's  clock," 
and  substantial  cases  for  catalogue  cards,  periodicals,  etc. 
Wrought-iron  dogs  for  the  fireplace  in  the  children's  room  were 
bought  by  the  children  with  money  which  they  had  earned. 

jfHERST.  A  large  increase  in  the  circulation  is  found  to  be  owing 
chiefly  to  the  increase  of  the  use  of  books  by  young  people  and 
children,  who,  "  under  the  wise  and  helpful  direction  of  the 
librarian,  are  learning  to  use  the  library  well,  and  to  read  many 
other  books  beside  the  juvenile .  fiction  which  has  formerly  been 
their  chief  diet.  No  work  that  the  library  can  accomplish  com- 
pares in  value  with  this  for  the  children,  in  adding  to  their 
school  education  the  culture  that  comes  from  the  use  of  good 
literature." 

NDOVER.  The  trustees  report  successful  endeavor  to  extend  the 
plan  of  popular  education  through  pictures,  having  purchased 
five  hundred  stereoscopic  views,  representative  of  history,  art 
and  scenery  in  foreign  countries,  as  well  as  our  own,  which  are 
on  exhibition  in  the  art  room,  and  also  to  be  issued  under  proper 
conditions  for  use  in  the  classes  of  the  public  schools. 

RLTNGTON.  Mr.  Wiuficld  Bobbins  has  given  the  library  a  collec- 
tion of  framed  portraits  of  persons  distinguished  in  history, 
supplementary  to  his  former  gift  of  portraits  distinguished  for 
artistic  merit  or  illustrative  of  progress  in  the  art  of  engraving. 

SHBCRNHAH.  A  gift  of  $50  for  the  purchase  of  books  has  been 
received  from  Mr.  Irving  Smith. 

SHBT.  The  tasteful  and  costly  building,  presented  to  Ashby  by 
Edwin  Chapman,  although  completed  and  accepted  by  the  town 
Dec.  7,  1901,  and  opened  for  public  use  on  Jan.  3,  1902,  was 
not  formally  dedicated  until  June  17,  when  the  festivities  usual 
at  such  celebrations  were  enjoyed  by  a  great  throng  of  citizens 
and  guests.  The  principal  address  was  made  by  the  Hon. 
Alfred  8.  Roe.  The  Chapman  Library  is  thoroughly  fireproof 
in  construction,  and  its  appointments  are  complete  to  the  most 
minute  detail.  The  exterior  walls  are  of  red  pressed  brick,  with 
Longmeadow  brown  stone  trimmings.     The  roof  is  slated,  its 
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several  ridge  angles  being  capped  with  tiles.     In  plan  the  struc- 
ture is  40  by  50  feet,  and  there  is  but  one  floor  above  the  high 
basement  story.     The  approach  to  the  arched  entrance  is  by  a 
flight  of  eight  granite  steps,  flanked  by  two  polished  granite 
columns  at  the   floor  level.     The  spandrels  of   the   arch  are 
beautifully  sculptured.     The  vestibule  opens  upon  a  delivery 
room,  16  by  16  feet,  occupying  the  central  portion  of  the  main 
floor,  which  is  lighted  through  glass  lights  in  the  copper  dome. 
All  the  finish  of  this  room  is  of  marble,  including  the  delivery 
desk  and  arched  doorways  leading  into  the   reading   and  art 
rooms  on  the  right  and  left.     These  two  rooms,  each  13  by  22 
feet,  are  finished  in  choice  curly  birch,  and  have  ornate  terrazzo 
floors.     Adjoining  the  reading  room  is  the  librarian's  ofiSce,  and 
from  the  art  room  a  stone  stairway  leads  to  the  well-lighted 
basement,  wherein  are  the  usual  heating  plant,  oflSces,  etc.     The 
stack-room  occupies  the  rear  of  the  building,  is  flnished  in  oak, 
and  contains  eight  double  stacks.    The  rear  basement  is  wholly 
above  ground,  and  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  town  ofiScers.    The 
donor,  a  Boston  merchant,  was  born  in  Cambridgeport,  April 
17,  1844 ;  but  Ashby  was  his  boyhood's  home,  and  has  been  his 
summer  residence  for  many  years.     He  was  counted  in  its  quota 
while  serving  in  the  First  Massachusetts   Cavalry  during  the 
civil  war. 

Ashland.  The  need  of  enlarged  quarters  for  the  library  is  widely 
felt.  The  legacy  of  Ella  F.  Wiggins,  amounting  to  8392.34, 
has  been  received  and  deposited  in  a  savings  bank  for  future 
use,  being  by  the  terms  of  the  will  to  be  expended  *^  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  library." 

Athol.  The  library  has  received  about  500  volumes  as  a  gift  from 
Dr.  H.  M.  Humphrey,  being  his  circulating  library.  Andrew 
Carnegie,  through  the  solicitation  of  a  former  resident  of  Athol, 
offered  $15,000  for  a  library  building,  under  the  usual  guarantee 
of  town  support,  and  the  gift  has  been  formally  accepted. 

Attleborough.  Boxes  of  books  are  sent  weekly  to  six  schools  in 
outlying  districts,  being  carried  forth  and  back  by  the  ^^  rural 
delivery."  The  children  are  furnished  with  a  "graded  course 
of  reading,"  and  make  their  selections  therefrom  ;  but  the  parents 
have  become  interested,  and  books  for  their  use  are  included 
when  called  for.  Mr.  J.  L.  Sweet  has  presented  to  the  town  a 
choice  lot  for  a  library  building,  and  efibrts  are  being  made  to 
raise  a  building  fund. 

Barre.  The  children's  room,  which  was  opened  Oct.  15,  1898,  con- 
tinues to  retain  the  interest  of  the  young  people,  despite  the  fact 
that  few  additions  of  new  books  have  been  made,  owing  to  lack 
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of  funds.  The  number  of  children's  visits  to  make  use  of  the 
reading  table  in  this  room  during  the  year  1901  was  2,944. 
About  800  volumes  are  shelved  in  this  department. 

EDFORD.  Miss  Lottie  M.  Corey,  for  fourteen  years  the  faithful 
librarian  of  the  public  library,  has  resigned  the  position,  and  is 
succeeded  by  Miss  Fannie  A.  Wood. 

•ELCHEBTOWN.  The  experiment  of  ^'open  shelves,"  having  been 
under  trial  for  three  months,  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  pupils 
of  the  public  schools,  and  has  thus  far  given  little  trouble. 

lELLiNGHAM.  Delivery  stations  have  been  established  at  North  Bel- 
lingham  and  Caryville. 

KLMONT.  The  building  presented  to  Belmont  by  Henry  O.  Under- 
wood, as  a  memorial  to  his  parents,  was  dedicated  on  the  evening 
of  June  17,  Josiah  H.  Benton,  Jr.,  Esq.,  delivering  the  formal  ad- 
dress. The  donor's  father,  William  J.  Underwood,  was  for  more 
than  twenty  years  chairman  of  Belmont's  library  trustees.  The 
structure  is  fireproof,  the  floors  being  of  mill  construction,  and 
the  electric  wires  conducted  through  lead  pipes.  The  outer  walls 
are  of  red  brick  with  stone  trimmings.  There  are  two  stories 
above  the  basement.  The  main  entrance  is  central,  sheltered  by 
a  semi-circular  projection  supported  by  four  Ionic  columns.  The 
first  floor  is  occupied  by  a  hallway,  the  librarian's  office,  a  book 
room  with  a  two-story  stack  for  20,000  volumes,  the  children's 
room  and  a  capacious  reading  room.  The  rooms  open  for  public 
use  are  so  arranged  as  to  be  easily  supervised  by  the  librarian, 
sitting  at  the  delivery  desk.  On  the  second  floor  is  a  large  hall 
or  lecture  room,  which  can,  when  expedient,  be  adapted  to  the 
uses  of  a  historical  museum,  or  be  devoted  to  additional  stacks 
when  need  arises,  giving,  with  the  reading  room  shelving,  a 
capacity  of  50,000  volumes.  In  the  basement  are  the  boiler 
room,  lavatories,  a  bicycle  room  and  a  smoking-room.  This 
last,  a  new  feature  in  library  plans,  is  by  an  ingenious  arrange- 
ment of  mirrors  made  visible  to  the  librarian  at  her  station  on 
the  upper  floor,  and,  except  in  the  license  to  use  tobacco,  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  rules  as  the  general  reading  room.  Its  tables 
are  supplied  with  newspapers  and  popular  periodicals.  The 
building  was  equipped  to  the  smallest  detail  by  the  generous 
donor,  his  expenditure  being  $50,000.  Miss  Ada  Thurston  has 
been  appointed  librarian. 

CRLiK.  The  trustees  of  the  Northborough  Library  have  presented 
78  of  their  duplicates  to  the  Berlin  Library.  The  branch  estab- 
lished at  South  Berlin  last  year  is  successfully  sustained.  There 
is  a  crying  need  for  more  commodious  and  convenient  quarters 
for  the  main  collection,  including  a  reading  room. 
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Bernardston.  The  directors  and  book  committee  dow  meet  at  a 
stated  date  monthly,  to  discuss  business  matters  and  select  a 
small  list  of  books  for  purchase,  which  plan  proves  very  much 
more  satisfactory  than  the  old  method  of  adding  new  books  two 
or  three  times  during  the  year.  The  librarian  writes :  ^^  The 
Western  Massachusetts  Library  Club  held  a  meeting  here.  It 
was  an  inspiration  to  those  interested  in  our  little  library,  and 
made  us  feel  that  we,  although  very  small,  are  a  part  of  the 
great  whole." 

Blandford.  a  branch  library  has  been  established  at  North  Bland- 
ford,  and  has  been  well  patronized.  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S. 
Porter  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  the  donor  of  Blandford's  library 
building,  continues  her  generous  interest  in  the  library,  contrib- 

'  uting  annually  books  of  her  own  selection,  history,  biography, 
books  of  travel,  with  a  few  of  the  best  novels.  Her  gifts  are 
the  chief  additions  to  the  collection,  the  town's  appropriation 
being  exhausted  in  the  administration. 

Bolton.  The  Whitney  Memorial  Library  is  under  roof,  and  the  con- 
tract calls  for  its  completion  by  July  1,  1903.  The  design  is  a 
tasteful  one,  by  Alfred  Stone,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  who  gives 
his  services  to  the  town  which  was  his  home  in  boyhood.  The 
outer  walls  are  of  field  stone  with  natural  face.  The  street  front 
is  ornamented  with  a  decorative  gable  crowning  the  central  en- 
trance, and  two  large  dormer  windows  in  the  roof  giving  light  to 
the  interior.  The  hallway,  6  by  10  feet,  opens  upon  the  central 
reading  and  delivery  room,  20  by  25  feet  in  plan,  and  open  to 
the  roof.  On  the  right  is  the  stack-room,  and  on  the  left  a  his- 
torical room,  16  by  20  feet.  Between  the  last  and  the  delivery 
room  on  either  side  of  the  passage  are  a  vault  for  the  town 
records  and  the  librarian's  room,  7^  by  8^  feet.  Miss  Annie 
Eliza  Whitney  of  Lancaster  has  given  $10,000  for  the  building. 
The  site  and  the  foundations  are  furnished  by  the  town.  For 
the  lot  $700  was  paid.  It  is  proposed  to  use  chestnut  panelling 
for  interior  finish,  and  to  provide  fireplaces  for  ventilation  and 
heating  in  seasonable  weather. 

Boston.  The  library  expects  to  receive  $100,000  as  a  book  fund 
from  the  estate  of  Robert  C.  Billings.  In  July,  1902,  the  bind- 
ery and  printing  departments  were  removed  from  the  central 
library  building  to  premises  near,  to  provide  for  the  growth  of 
the  library.  The  Anna  Ticknor  Library  of  about  2,600  volumes 
has  been  received  from  the  Anna  Ticknor  Library  Association. 
The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Oct.  1,  1902,  was  :  central 
library,  650,839;  branches,  179,062;  total,  829,901,  as  against 
a  total  of  812,264  on  Feb.  1,  1902.     Since  February,  1902,  32 
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additional  library  agencies  have  been  established,  making  the 
library  system  comprise  10  branches,  21  delivery  stations  (11 
being  reading  rooms),  61  schools,  20  institutions,  36  engine 
houses,  —  a  total  of  148,  as  against  116  in  February.  A  branch 
finding  list  of  books  common  to  the  branches  has  been  {printed. 
The  extension  of  evening  hours  at  the  branches  from  8  to  9  p.m. 
was  begun  in  January,  1902.  Mr.  Whitney  has  resigned  the 
office  of  librarian,  his  resignation  to  take  effect  February  1,  but 
will  remain  in  the  service  of  the  library.  Horace  G.  Wadlin  has 
been  appointed  to  the  position  vacated. 

BoxBOROUGH.  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Priest  has  been  chosen  librarian,  vice 
Miss  Mabel  B.  Priest,  resigned. 

Bbidoewater.  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Alden  has  given  $500  to  the  library, 
without  restrictions  as  to  its  use.  Other  gifts  for  the  increase 
of  library  funds  have  been :  $500  from  Samuel  P.  Gates ;  $50 
from  Miss  Cora  Thompson  ;  $11  from  Armenian  residents;  $142, 
the  proceeds  of  a  ^^  rummage  sale,"  from  the  King's  Daughters. 
The  legacy  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Bates,  noticed  in  1900,  $500  in 
amount,  has  been  partly  used  in  reorganizing  the  museum  into  a 
combined  reference  and  exhibition  room. 

Brihfield.  The  librarian,  without  assistants  and  with  scant  pecu- 
niary means,  has  perfected  the  classification  of  the  library,  and 
will  prepare  a  card  catalogue  by  degrees,  using  the  Congressional 
Bibrary  issue  as  fast  as  funds  will  allow.  The  extension  of 
library  privileges  to  outlying  districts  has  been  much  increased. 
Believing  in  creating  a  demand  wher^  indifference  existed,  there 
being  no  direct  means  of  communication  between  the  centre  and 
West  Brimfield,  the  librarian  sent  an  unasked-for  selection  of 
books  to  the  railway  station  of  the  latter  place,  the  transporta- 
tion being  by  stage  to  Palmer  and  thence  by  a  grocery  wagon  to 
the  destination.     The  deliveries  are  now  sought  for. 

Brockton.  The  home  circulation  for  1902  is  22,000  greater  than 
that  of  the  previous  year.  Of  this  increase,  12,000  was  due  to 
the  school  delivery  system  established  last  year.  The  most 
pressing  need  of  the  library  is  a  children's  room. 

Brookline.  Hiller  C.  Wellman  having  resigned  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  librarian  in  the  Springfield  City  Library,  Miss  Louisa  M. 
Hooper  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy.  A  special  information 
desk,  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  work  at  the  delivery  desk,  has 
been  established.  A  delivery  station  in  a  remote  district  has 
recently  been  organized.  The  issuing  of  books  from  the  chil- 
dren's room  to  those  under  twelve  years  of  age  has  during  a 
year's  experience  proved  in  every  way  a  satisfactory  experiment. 
The  system  of  admitting  assistants  as  apprentices  without  pay 
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for  eight  months  gives  promise  of  great  usefulness,  both  to  the 
library  and  to  those  desirous  of  obtaining  permanent  positions 
in  library  work. 

Burlington.  The  experiment  of  allowing  the  public  free  access  to 
the  shelves  has  been  tried,  with  apparent  success.  The  library 
being  quite  near  the  graded  schools,  it  has  been  opened  for  the 
use  of  the  pupils  during  the  noon  intermission  on  '\^ednesdajB, 
to  their  evident  enjoyment  and  advantage. 

Cambridge.  The  library  has  been  enriched  by  the  gift  of  a  costly 
collection  of  works  of  art,  chiefly  etchings,  from  Nathaniel 
Gushing  Nash.  Under  the  will  of  Lucius  R.  Paige,  D.D.,  the 
historian  of  Cambridge,  it  has  received  a  collection  of  letters  of 
local  historical  interest.  A  valuable  collection  of  books  relating 
to  Mexico  and  Central  America  will  be  added  to  the  library  soon 
by  a  benefactor  who  prefers  to  remain  unknown.  The  stack 
wing  has  been  extended,  doubling  its  shelf  capacity.  A  recent 
gift  accepted  is  the  sum  of  S7,350  from  Abigail  L.  Prentice  as  a 
book  fund.  A  suitable  space  is  to  be  set  apart  for  the  purchases 
made  from  the  income  of  this  fund,  to  be  called  the  '*  William 
E.  Saunders  Alcove." 

Canton.  The  splendid  library  building  given  to  the  town  by  Augus- 
tus Hemenway,  and  described  in  the  last  report  of  the  commis- 
sion, was  opened  for  public  use  in  July  last.  The  Brown 
charging  system  has  been  introduced  by  the  librarian.       * 

Carver.  The  citizens  of  both  North  Carver  and  South  Carver  were 
during  the  past  year  supplied  with  books  by  special  delivery ;  io 
the  former  case  the  mail  carrier  being  the  messenger,  in  the 
latter  a  public-spirited  citizen.  The  library  and  the  schools 
have  been  brought  nearer  to  each  other  by  the  assistance  of  the 
superintendent  of  schools. 

Charlemont.  Nearly  1,900  volumes,  mostly  of  standard  authors, 
have  been  received  from  the  library  of  the  late  Honorable 
Joseph  White  of  AVilliamstown,  nearly  doubling  the  town's 
collection. 

Chelsea.  A  children's  room  was  opened  in  October,  1901,  and  is 
very  successful,  its  usefulness  being  much  enhanced  by  the 
regular  exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art  Club. 

Cheshire.  A.  L.  Brown  of  New  York  has  added  to  the  library 
250  volumes,  a  part  of  the  collection  of  his  father,  Warren 
Brown,  lately  deceased,  who  was  a  summer  resident  of  Cheshire. 
Levi  J.  Fisk,  a  citizen  of  the  town,  has  given  a  case  of 
interesting  minerals  and  curios  collected  by  him  in  his  travels. 
A  fair  held  by  the  ladies  of  Cheshire  has  added  $75  to  the  book 
fund.     The  superintendent  of  schools,  H.  L.  Allen,  gives  in  his 
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report  an  interesting  account  of  successful  endeavor  to  lead  the 
school  children  to  a  proper  use  of  the  library. 

Chester.  Miss  Gertrude  Burcham,  who  has  served  as  librarian  ever 
since  the  establishment  of  the  library,  has  resigned,  and  Miss 
Grace  Alvord  is  appointed  to  succeed  her. 

Chesterfield.  A  branch  library  is  supported  at  West  Chesterfield, 
with  a  permanent  collection  of  200  volumes,  to  which  monthly 
deliveries  are  made  from  the  town  library.  Summer  visitors  to 
the  town  make  frequent  donations  of  books,  and  sometimes  of 
small  sums  of  money. 

Chicopee.  The  Willimansett  branch  library  has  been  installed  in  its 
new  building. 

Chilmark.  The  library,  which  has  been  kept  in  a  store  hitherto,  is 
now  housed  in  a  large  and  well-lighted  room  in  the  new  town 
hall,  and  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  in  the  county.  The 
librarian  serves  without  compensation,  and  the  young  ladies  of 
the  village  take  turns  in  assisting  her.  A  branch  has  been 
established  at  the  western  end  of  the  town,  about  50  books  being 
kept  there,  which  are  exchanged  at  convenient  intervals,  and 
distributed  through  the  school  children  to  the  families  there  resi- 
dent. Many  small  gifts  have  been  received  from  summer 
visitors. 

Clinton.  The  Carnegie  Library  is  fast  approaching  completion. 
The  plans  are  from  the  office  of  Winslow  &  Bigelow,  of  Boston, 
the  junior  member  of  that  firm  being  a  native  of  Clinton.  Mr. 
Carnegie's  gift  of  $25,000  and  the  town's  appropriation  of 
$21,000  will  be  exhausted  in  the  construction.  The  town  paid 
$15,000  for  the  site,  a  corner  lot  140  by  150  feet  fronting  upon 
Walnut  Street,  and  very  advantageously  situated  near  the  town 
park  and  public  buildings.  The  structure  is  of  red  brick  with 
Ohio  McDermott  limestone  trimmings,  two  storied,  44  by  86 
feet  in  plan,  of  simple  classic  architecture.  The  first  floor 
includes  the  central  delivery  room,  IS  by  34  feet ;  a  reading 
room  on  the  left  of  the  main  entrance,  21  by  40  feet;  and  on 
the  right  the  book  room  ;  a  librarian's  room,  10  by  10  feet ;  and 
the  trustees'  office,  11  by  14  feet.  From  the  delivery  hall  a 
prominent  stairway  leads  to  the  upper  floor,  where  are  the  chil- 
dren's room,  21  by  40  feet;  and  an  art  room,  22  by  33  feet. 
Directly  under  the  main  reading  room  is  a  newspaper  and  maga- 
zine room  in  the  basement,  having  a  special  entrance  from 
Church  Street.  The  rest  of  the  basement  is  given  to  the  heating 
plant,  lavatories,  storage  rooms,  etc.  Wiring  for  electric  lights 
and  piping  for  gas  will  be  installed.  By  the  will  of  a  prominent 
citizen,  George  W.  Weeks,  who  died  Oct.  7, 1902,  the  town  will 
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receive  $15,000  for  the  library  bailding  and  site;  $10,000  as  a 
permaDent  fund,  the  income  of  which  will  be  available  for  the 
purchase  of  books  of  a  practical  and  scientific  character ;  and 
$3,000  for  furnishing  the  children's  room  with  books,  periodicals 
and  pictures. 

CoLRAiN.  Over  100  volumes  have  been  given  to  the  library  by 
anonymous  friends.  Four  branches  are  now  sustained,  two 
having  recently  been  established. 

Cottage  City.  The  library  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  100  volumes 
from  Henry  F.  King  of  Newton. 

Danvers.  George  Augustus  Peabody  has  added  to  the  non-circu- 
lating collection  in  the  children's  room  about  100  volumes.  On 
the  anniversaries  of  noted  events  and  the  birthdays  of  famous 
characters  appropriate  pictures  are  displayed,  and  awaken 
much  interest.  For  the  most  part.  Perry  pictures  mounted 
at  the  library  have  been  used.  Colored  pictures  of  our  native 
birds  have  also  been  mounted  and  seasonably  exhibited.  A 
few  open  shelves  in  the  delivery  room  are  devoted  to  the  latest 
additions  to  the  library  ;  but  with  them  are  displayed  many  older 
books,  which  are  changed  often,  with  a  view  to  call  the  public 
attention  in  time  to  all  the  rich  stores  of  literature  possessed  by 
the  institute. 

Dartmouth.  A  branch  library  has  been  established  at  North  Dart- 
mouth, and  the  town  appropriation  has  been  generously  in- 
creased, being  now  $250  for  the  town  library  and  $150  for  the 
Southworth  Library  at  South  Dartmouth.  The  latter  has  no 
endowment,  and  depends  upon  generous  friends  for  mach  of  its 
increase.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three  books  were  added  by 
gift  during  the  past  year,  besides  the  usual  annual  contribution 
by  a  lady  friend  of  the  *'  Atlantic,"  **  Century,"  "  Harper's," 
'*  Scribner's"  and  "St.  Nicholas"  magazines,  the  '*  Youth's 
Companion"  and  "  Harper's  Weekly." 

Deerfield.  The  Library  of  the  Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation has  outgrown  its  one  capacious  room,  and  this  will  be 
enlarged  the  coming  spring.  Additions  of  rare  old  as  well  as 
new  books  are  constantly  coming  in,  chiefly  by  gift  or  exchange. 

Douglas.  A  gentleman  whose  name  is  not  given  publicity  has 
offered  $25,000  for  the  erection  of  a  library  building  at  East 
Douglas. 

Dracdt.  The  Varnum  Library  Society  of  Pawtucketville,  Lowell, 
having  abandoned  the  purpose  of  its  organization,  has  voted  to 
the  Dracut  Public  Library  all  its  personal  property,  including 
about  400  bound  volumes,  several  years'  issues  of  the  most 
popular  magazines,  furniture,  and  nearly  $200  in  money. 
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DuxBURT.  William  J.  Wright  will  give  the  town  a  brick  building 
for  library  purposes,  to  be  erected  upon  the  lot  adjoining 
that  occupied  by  the  present  library  building,  which  is  a  wooden 
dwelling  house  presented  to  Duxbury  in  1889  by  Mrs.  George 
W.  Wright.  The  premises  vacated  will  be  used  for  town 
offices. 

East  Bridgewater.  Mrs.  Nancy  Rust  bequeathed  $2,000  to  the 
public  library  as  a  fund  to  be  known  by  her  name,  the  income  of 
which  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

Easton.  The  Ames  Free  Library  makes  use  of  the  cards  furnished 
by  the  Congressional  Library.  It  supports  five  weekly  deliv- 
eries, accommodating  all  outlying  districts.  The  people  have 
been  enticed  to  read  the  best  of  old  fiction  upon  the  shelves  by 
circulating  a  printed  list  of  the  best  novels  of  famous  authors. 

Edoartown.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  offered  $4,000  for  a  library 
building,  with  the  usual  condition  of  guaranteed  perpetual  sup- 
port. Some  trouble  is  experienced  in  the  selection  of  a  site 
satisfactory  to  all. 

Enfield.  The  room  in  the  town  hall  given  to  library  uses  is  now 
utterly  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  and  the  demand  for  more 
generous  accommodations  is  pressing  upon  public  attention. 

Erving.  a  gift  of  75  volumes  has  been  received  from  the  City 
Library  Association  of  Springfield. 

Everett.  The  library  has  at  last  received  the  $500  willed  to  it  by 
George  N.  Benedict,  who  died  in  1888.  Payment  has  been  sus- 
pended by  litigation  until  recently. 

Fairhaven.  a  children's  room  has  been  opened,  with  a  'Mibrary 
hostess."  The  Newark  charging  system  has  been  adopted, 
using  a  ^^  permanent  book  card  in  book  pocket, .  replaced 
when  out  by  reader*s  card,  which  is  always  in  reader's  pos- 
session." 

Falmouth.  The  town  library  has  been  classified  by  the  decimal 
system,  a  card  catalogue  has  been  begun,  and  sundry  improve- 
ments in  methods  of  administration  have  been  introduced.  The 
Free  Library  at  West  Falmouth  has  for  the  past  two  years 
received  a  special  appropriation  and  a  share  of  the  refunded  dog 
tax  from  the  town,  the  latter  being  divided  between  the  two 
libraries,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  volumes  owned.  The 
West  Falmouth  Library  is  governed  by  an  association,  but  is 
required  to  submit  for  the  approval  of  the  town's  library  trustees 
lists  of  the  books  to  be  bought  with  the  town's  appropriations. 
D.  Wheeler  Swift,  the  chief  benefactor  of  this  library,  con- 
tinues his  generous  interest  in  it,  his  latest  gift  being  a  conven- 
ient case  for  the  display  of  current  periodicals. 
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FrrcHBURG.  George  E.  Natting  has  been  promoted  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Librarian  Prescott  C.  Rice.  A  children's 
room  was  opened  in  October,  1899.  A  modification  of  the 
charging  system  has  been  introduced,  by  stamping  upon  the 
borrower's  cards  the  date  when  the  book  is  to  be  returned, 
instead  of  the  date  of  loan.  Co-operation  with  the  superintend- 
ent and  teachers  of  schools  in  the  distribution  of  books  among 
the  pupils,  and  in  leading  them  to  a  greater  use  of  library  priv- 
ileges, has  been  carried  on  with  good  success.  The  use  of  the 
catalogue  cards  issued  from  the  Congressional  Library  was 
begun  in  November,  1901,  ''with  unqualified  success."  Great 
use  is  made  of  bulletin  boards,  both  for  illustrating  events  of 
local  popular  interest,  historic  anniversaries,  etc.,  and  for  call- 
ing attention  to  the  varied  resources  of  the  library. 

Great  Barrington.  The  library  shows  enlarged  usefulness  by  the 
steady  increase  in  the  circulation  of  books  for  home  use.  This 
year's  report  will  claim  a  gain  of  at  least  800  volumes  over  last 
year's  circulation.  A  new  stack  room,  12  by  14  feet,  has  been 
constructed.  An  entertainment  course  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library  has  been  again  arranged,  from  which  about  $400  will 
probably  be  realized  for  purchase  of  books. 

Greenfield.  Several  months  after  the  loss  by  sudden  death  of  Miss 
Emma  W.  Tyler,  who  for  fourteen  years  was  the  efficient  libra- 
rian of  the  Greenfield  Public  Library,  Miss  May  Ashley  of 
Springfield  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy.  In  her  report,  March 
1,  1902,  she  pleads  eloquently  for  a  new  library  building,  to 
take  the  place  of  the  present  narrow,  crowded,  ill-lighted  and 
poorly  ventilated  quarters.  There  has  been  introduced  the 
scheme  of  loaning  popular  books  from  a  ^^  duplicate  collection" 
for  one  cent  per  day's  use.  The  problem  of  extending  library 
privileges  more  freely  to  the  outlying  districts  is  met  by  sending 
to  each  of  the  schools  30  or  more  books  selected  for  family  use. 
These  are  exchanged  every  ten  days,  the  needful  transportation 
being  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  the  supervisor  of 
drawing. 

Hadley.  The  new  library  building  is  completed,  and  will  be  imme- 
diately opened  for  public  use.  It  stands  upon  a  corner  lot, 
opposite  the  town  hall.  The  ground  plan  is  about  40  by  60  feet, 
and  the  total  cost  of  building  and  lot  was  about  $9,000.  The 
walls  are  of  red  brick  with  trimmings  of  stone  and  terra  cotta, 
and  colonial  porches  of  wood  shelter  the  two  entrances.  Upon 
the  main  fioor,  besides  a  large  room  which  contains  the  shelving 
for  books  and  serves  as  a  reading  room,  there  is  a  small  apart- 
ment which  is  intended  for  a  historical  museum.     The  upper 
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story  is  a  hall  large  enough  to  seat  200  persons,  lighted  from 
above.  Its  walls  are  of  burlap,  adapted  for  the  displlty  of 
pictures.  Hereafter  it  is  proposed  to  open  the  library  two  more 
evenlDgs  weekly,  and  on  Sunday  afternoons.  It  will  be  lighted 
from  the  town's  newly  installed  acetylene  gas  plant.  Hadley 
owes  this  long-needed  home  for  its  library  largely  to  the  gener- 
osity of  John  Dwight  of  New  York  City,  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  town's  founders.  It  is  to  bear  the  name  chosen  by  him, 
*'  The  Goodwin  Memorial  Library."  His  gift,  offered  in  August, 
1900,  was  the  sum  of  $4,000,  contingent  upon  the  raising  of  a 
like  amount  by  the  townspeople  and  their  friends. 

Hancock.  A  branch  library  has  been  established  in  the  north  part 
of  the  town,  and  is  well  patronized. 

Hanover.  The  town  at  its  March  meeting  made  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  five  distributing  stations,  which  are  now  in  suc- 
cessful use. 

Harvard.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Warren  Hapgood  of  Boston,  a 
native  of  Harvard,  the  town  receives  $40,000.  Half  of  this  is 
made  available  for  the  building  of  an  annex  to  the  present 
library  building,  to  which  Mr.  Hapgood  was  a  generous  contrib- 
utor ;  the  other  $20,000  will  constitute  a  fund  for  equipment  and 
support.  The  bequest  is  somewhat  loaded  with  conditions, 
requiring  the  perpetual  preservation  and  care,  in  the  annex,  of 
Mr.  Hapgood's  ornithological  and  other  collections,  pictures, 
books,  etc.  The  town  has  formally  accepted  the  legacy,  and 
work  upon  the  addition  is  well  under  way.  It  will  be  known  as 
the  Hapgood  Memorial.  Under  the  will  of  Andrew  Fairbank, 
his  bequest  to  the  Public  Library,  amounting  to  $1,000,  estab- 
lishes a  permanent  fund,  the  income  from  which  may  be  used  for 
current  expenses,  for  books,  or  for  the  care  and  improvement  of 
the  building  and  grounds. 

Haverhill.  The  library  has  complete  collections  of  Perry,  Brown 
and  Cosmos  pictures.  Harper's  ''  black  and  white"  prints,  Elson 
prints  and  ''masters  in  art,"  hundreds  of  colored  pictures  of 
birds  and  flowers,  pictures  of  places,  and  about  1,200  Soule 
photographs,  all  carefully  mounted  on  cards  11  by  14  and  14  by 
18  inches,  arranged  in  cabinets  in  a  classified  order.  These 
pictures  are  loaned  to  anybody,  but  particularly  to  teachers  and 
study  clubs,  in  any  number,  and  may  be  kept  as  long  as  a  book. 
The  average  cost  of  the  pictures  was  about  three  cents  apiece, 
the  mounts  three  cents,  and  the  mounting  was  mostly  done  by 
library  assistants. 

Hawlet.  The  library  has  received  about  700  volumes  from  the  old 
Conway  Library,  being  a  gift  from  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago. 
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Heath.  Over  500  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library  by  gift 
during  the  past  year,  including  some  valuable  books  of  reference, 
requiring  an  increase  of  shelving  capacity. 

HoLLiSTON.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  offered  the  town  $10,000  for  a 
library  building,  on  condition  that  the  town  will  appropriate 
$1,000  per  year  for  the  support  of  the  library.  The  late  Afrs. 
F.  G.  Burnap  bequeathed  to  the  town  a  site  for  a  library 
building. 

HoLYOKE.  The  new  library  building  was  transferred  to  the  Library 
Association,  without  formal  ceremony,  on  Jan.  18,  1902.  Its 
total  cost  was  $96,000,  of  which  $89,950  was  raised  by  public 
subscription. 

HoPEDALE.  The  librarian  notes  the  evident  value  in  this  manufac- 
turing community  of  three  new  details  of  administration :  open 
shelves  and  uncovered  books,  the  second  or  non-fiction  card, 
and  the  Sunday  opening  of  the  reading  room. 

HuBBARDSTON.  An  increasing  call  for  books  in  aid  of  nature  study 
is  observed.  This  has  been  fostered  by  the  gift  of  50  or  more 
pictures  of  birds  with  fisher's  net  and  hangers  whereby  to  display 
them,  presented  to  the  library  by  a  lady,  a  niece  of  Jonas  G. 
Clark,  to  whom  Hubbardston  owes  its  library  building. 

Huntington.  A  branch  library  has  been  opened  at  Huntington  Hill. 
A  few  quiet  games  have  been  introduced  in  the  main  library,  as 
an  added  inducement  to  bring  in  the  boys  from  the  street,  and 
with  quite  good  success. 

Hyde  Park.  A  bronze  tablet  suitably  inscribed  has  been  placed  in 
the  delivery  room  as  a  memorial  to  Mary  A.  Hawley,  deceased, 
for  twenty  years  assistant  librarian  :  ^'  Erected  by  patrons  of  the 
library  whose  love  and  respect  she  won  by  her  uniform  courtesy 
and  helpfulness." 

Lancaster.  Forty-seven  volumes  of  the  Hakluyt  Society's  publica- 
tions have  been  given  to  the  library  by  Colonel  John  E.  Thayer. 
The  cards  issued  from  the  Congressional  Library  are  used  so  far 
as  available  for  accessions. 

Lawrence.  Frederic  H.  Hedge,  Jr.,  resigned  Jan.  1,  1901,  the 
position  of  librarian,  which  he  had  held  twenty-seven  years.  He 
was  succeeded  by  William  A.  Walsh.  Delivery  stations  have 
been  opened  on  Prospect  Hill  and  Tower  Hill. 

Lee.  The  library  has  received,  through  the  influence  of  Peter 
De  Baun,  a  citizen  of  Lee,  the  gift  of  250  volumes  from  the 
Mechanics  Institute  of  New  York.  For  the  last  six  months  the 
library  has  been  open  every  afternoon  and  evening,  instead  of 
twice  a  week  as  heretofore.  This  change  has  been  marked  by  a 
great  increase  in  the  circulation  for  home  use. 
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Leicester.  Mrs.  Eliza  Gilmore  has  presented  to  the  librai7  a  portrait 
of  Rev.  Samuel  May, —  its  greatest  benefactor, — together  with  the 
sum  of  $500  to  provide  a  suitable  frame  for  the  picture,  and  to  in- 
crease the  fund  bequeathed  to  the  library  by  Mary  E.  Joslin,  the 
'  artist  of  the  portrait.  The  engine  house  at  Greenville,  having 
been  suitably  fitted  for  library  uses  by  the  trustee  of  the  Ephraim 
Copeland  Memorial  Fund,  was  formally  transferred  to  the  library 
trustees,  with  the  residuary  sum  of  $2,200,  in  October,  1901,  estab- 
lishing the  Copeland  Library,  in  pursuance  of  the  court's  decree 
and  the  town's  vote.  By  terms  of  the  decree  $2,000  constitutes 
a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  current 
expenses  ;  $200  will  be  invested  until  with  accumulated  interest  it 
amounts  to  $1,000,  when  it  may  be  used  for  a  building,  if  needed. 

Leominster.  There  have  been  registered  over  1,200  children,  all 
between  the  third  grade  and  the  high  school.  In  the  book  case 
placed  outside  of  the  stacks  to  which  the  public  has  free  access 
are  shelves  filled  with  healthful  literature  suited  to  the  needs  of 
children.  This  feature  has  turned  the  attention  of  the  young 
people  entirely  away  from  Oliver  Optic,  and  the  demand  for 
Alger  and  Henty  is  not  one-half  what  it  was  formerly. 

Leverett.  Delivery  stations  are  supported  at  East  Leverett,  North 
Leverett  and  Hillsborough,  50  volumes  being  placed  in  each  of 
these  villages,  and  exchanged  from  time  to  time. 

Lexington.  Beginning  with  September,  the  Gary  Library  has 
opened  its  doors  on  Sundays  from  2.30  to  5.30  p.m.  for  reading- 
room  privileges  only. 

Letden.  Over  200  volumes  were  added  to  the  library  by  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  Elijah  Brown  of  New  York  City. 

Littleton.  Mr.  E.  M.  Raymond  of  Charlestown  has  presented  to 
the  library  Gilbert  Stuart's  painting,  called  "The  Market  Girl," 
and  the  most  prominent  available  wall  space  has  been  assigned 
to  this  valuable  gift. 

LoNOMEADOw.  This  little  town  has  increased  its  appropriation  from 
$100  to  $150,  in  addition  to  the  refunded  dog  tax,  and  small 
contributions  for  book  purchase  have  been  received  from  various 
persons.  Special  efforts  are  made  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
teachers  and  pupils  in  the  public  schools.  The  library  has  been 
removed  from  cramped  quarters  to  a  spacious  room  in  a  vacant 
school  building,  for  which  suitable  furnishings  have  been  pro- 
vided by  generous  citizens. 

Ltnn.  The  special  collection  of  local  history  and  genealogy,  made 
up  of  clippings  from  current  periodicals,  etc  ,  now  comprises  80 
volumes,  and,  being  well  indexed,  is  of  great  value  and  interest. 
The  system  of  open  shelves  has  been  considerably  extended. 
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Lynnfield.     The  library  has  received  a  legacy  of  $1,000  f mm  the 
late  Mary  U.  Nash. 

Malden.  Mrs.  L.  S.  Hoyle  bequeathed  $8,000  to  the  public  library, 
establishing  a  permanent  fund  to  be  known  as  '^  The  Syfferman 
Memorial  Fund."  Commenting  upon  a  loss  of  18  volumes  Id 
the  children's  room,  the  trustees  say:  ^'The  saving  of  a  few 
dollars  in  the  salaries  of  attendants  and  the  fancied  convenience 
of  the  public,  which  are  the  stock  arguments  of  the  advocates  of 
open  shelves,  are  of  less  importance  than  the  nursing,  of  dis- 
honesty by  favorable  opportunities  in  the  alcoves  of  a  public 
library." 

Manchester.  Among  the  gifts  of  the  year  to  the  library  have  been 
a  bust  of  Daniel  Webster,  a  portrait  of  Cyrus  A.  Bartol,  D.D., 
and  100  bound  volumes,  many  of  which  are  costly  and  valuable. 
For  the  young  people's  use  a  special  collection  of  200  juveniles 
is  placed  upon  open  shelves  near  the  delivery  desk. 

Marlborough.  A  lot  valued  at  $6,000  has  been  presented  to  the 
city  and  adopted  as  the  site  for  the  new  library  building,  for 
which  Andrew  Carnegie  has  given  $30,000.  The  donors  are 
John  A.  Frye  and  the  Hon.  S.  Herbert  Howe.  Local  donations 
to  the  building  fund  now  amount  to  about  $3,000.  A  committee 
is  coDsideriug  plans  preparatory  to  beginning  the  foundations 
early  in  the  coming  spring.  The  city  hall  was  burned  on  the 
night  of  Dec.  25,  1902,  and  with  it  the  library,  about  20,000 
volumes. 

Mattapoisett.  At  the  February  town  meeting,  George  H.  Purring- 
ton,  Jr.,  a  citizen  of  Mattapoisett,  offered  $10,000  to  the  town 
for  a  library  building.  Samuel  D.  Warren  has  offered  a  suitable 
site,  provided  the  plan  adopted  is  acceptable  to  him,  and  a  com- 
mittee is  now  considering  plans  submitted  by  Ward  P.  Delano, 
a  Worcester  architect. 

Medford.  Once  a  week  the  children's  librarian  reads  to  such  young 
people  as  care  to  listen,  —  something  of  more  permanent  value 
than  they  would  be  likely  to  select  if  the  choice  were  left  to 
them.  The  results  of  this  experiment  have  been  quite  gratify- 
ing. The  placing  of  dissected  maps  and  Chinese  puzzle  blocks 
upon  the  tables  of  the  children's  room  not  only  has  had  a  quiet- 
ing effect  upon  a  restless  element  which  it  is  very  desirable  to 
entice  from  the  temptations  of  the  street,  but  these  games  prove 
real  educators  and  civilizers,  where  books  alone  might  not  offer 
sufficient  attractions.  The  children  are  delighted  with  them, 
and  often  fifty  or  more  can  be  seen  in  one  small  room  busily  and 
happily  employed. 
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fBDWAT.  The  five  years*  agreement  made  in  1897,  whereby,  in 
consideration  of  receiving  one-fourth  of  the  town's  annual  appro- 
priation for  library  purposes,  the  Dean  Library  Association 
opened  its  library  free  of  charge  to  the  citizens  of  Medway, 
expired  in  1902.  This  library  will  continue  free  to  the  town's 
people  as  well  as  to  stockholders. 

Iblrose.  Plans  for  the  new  public  library  building  have  been 
accepted,  and  work  upon  it  will  begin  early  in  the  spring.  In 
addition  to  the  $25,000  given  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  $1,500  was 
given  by  A.  P.  Jones,  $1,000  by  Daniel  Russell,  $1,000  J)y 
Moses  Page,  $1,000  by  S.  S.  Houghton.  Whatever  further 
sums  may  be  contributed  will  be  used  for  interior  ornament  and 
furnishing.  The  building  will  be  two-storied,  with  a  basement, 
and  an  ell  at  the  rear  for  the  stack  room.  Provision  will  be 
made  for  an  art  room.  The  site  chosen  is  upon  Emerson 
Street. 

Ierrihac.  By  the  will  of  the  late  James  Whittier  the  library  trus- 
tees came  into  possession  of  a  dwelling  house,  the  rent  of  which 
will  be  available  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

iiDDLEBOKOUGH.  Work  upon  the  Thomas  S.  Peirce  Library  build- 
ing at  Middleborough  has  been  interrupted  by  labor  troubles, 
and  probably  will  not  be  renewed  until  the  opening  of  spring. 
The  foundation  is  completed,  and  considerable  material  for  con- 
struction is  delivered.  The  lot,  150  feet  square,  has  been 
provided  by  the  trustees  of  the  estate  from  the  Peirce  property. 
The  main  building,  45  by  75  feet,  and  two-storied,  will  be  of 
slow-burning  construction,  the  walls  being  of  pink  brick  with 
gray  terra-cotta  trimmings.  The  roof  will  be  of  slate.  The 
architectural  details  are  in  Greek  Ionic  style.  The  stack  will 
occupy  a  fireproof  ell  at  the  rear,  30  by  40  feet.  By  the 
entrance  under  a  centraP  pediment  dignified  by  two  massive 
Ionic  columns  supporting  it,  the  vestibule  is  entered,  and  opens 
upon  the  delivery  hall,  which  will  be  ornate  with  coffered  ceiling 
and  Corinthian  pilasters.  On  the  right  will  be  the  general  read- 
ing room,  and  on  the  left  a  children's  room,  each  with  wall 
shelving  for  books  of  reference.  The  framing  of  the  floor  above 
will  form  the  ceiling  of  these  rooms.  The  librarian's  office  opens 
from  near  the  centrally  placed  delivery  desk,  and  has  a  small 
staircase  leading  to  the  upper  floors.  The  stack  is  to  be  of  iron 
with  glass  floors,  arranged  in  three  low  stories,  one  being  above 
and  one  below  the  delivery  level.  A  prominent  staircase  will 
lead  from  the  delivery  hall  to  a  hall  for  art  exhibition ;  and 
entered  from  this  are  a  trustees*  room,  a  Peirce  memorial  room, 
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and  other  rooms  appropriate  for  uses  which  may  arise  hereafter. 
The  basement  will  be  provided  with  all  the  usaal  conveniences 
and  plants.  Heating  will  be  effected  by  both  direct  and  indirect 
steam  radiators,  and  lighting  will  be  by  both  electricity  and  gas. 
Frederic  N.  Reed  of  New  York  is  the  architect,  W.  H.  Sooth- 
worth,  Joseph  E.  Beals  and  Dr.  E.  S.  Hathaway  the  building 
committee.  The  library  will  cost  $50,000,  and  the  remaining 
$50,000  of  the  Peirce  bequest  will  constitute  a  permanent  book 
fund. 

Milton.  At  the  March  town  meeting  $50,000  was  appropriated  for 
a  new  library  building.  Plans  have  been  selected,  a  site  has 
been  given  by  several  citizens,  and  work  upon  the  foundations 
begun.  A  plan  of  house-to-house  delivery  for  the  west  end  of 
the  town  was  inaugurated  as  an  experiment  in  January,  1902. 
Every  Thursday  a  messenger  is  employed  from  8.30  a.m.  to 
3.30  P.M.  in  delivering  and  collecting  books,  messages,  etc.,  for 
which  service  he  is  paid  $5,  the  expense  being  met  in  part  by 
the  bequest  of  Governor  Wolcott.  The  number  of  borrowers  at 
the  first  delivery  was  23,  and  there  has  been  a  steady  increase, 
until  now  the  average  is  about  80.  The  cost  of  delivery  is  there- 
fore about  seven  cents  per  volume.  Three  reading  rooms,  at  East 
Milton,  Mattapan  and  Russell,  are  now  supported.  James  M. 
Barnes  has  added  to  the  library  over  50  volumes  of  permanent 
value,  and  John  Willard  has  given  about  100  colored  photo- 
graphs of  scenes  in  Japan. 

Monroe.  To  better  accommodate  all  sections  of  the  town,  the  library 
has  been  divided  into  two  equal  collections  of  books,  one  being 
kept  in  each  of  the  two  villages. 

Montague.  The  superintendent  of  the  schools  has  given  each 
teacher  a  list  of  books  to  be  found  in  the  library  suited  for  the 
use  of  the  grade  of  pupils  she  has  in  charge,  and  each  of  these 
pupils  is  required  to  read  a  certain  number  of  the  books  during 
the  term.  The  teachers  have  free  access  to  the  shelves,  and 
assume  responsibility  for  books  borrowed  for  the  schools. 

Monterey.  The  library,  nearly  wrecked  by  the  cloudburst  of  August, 
1901,  has  been  put  in  good  condition  again. 

Mount  Washington.  The  library,  heretofore  kept  in  the  meeting- 
house, an  out-of-the-way  location,  has  been  divided  into  two 
equal  portions  and  shelved  in  the  two  schoolhouses,  to  be  under 
the  care  of  the  teachers  during  the  school  terms,  and  open  to  the 
public  in  vacations  as  formerly  on  Sundays. 

Natick.  The  Bacon  Free  Library  has  received  from  the  estate  of 
H.  H.  Hunnewell,  late  of  Wellesley,  three  pieces  of  bronze 
statuary  and  a  valuable  bronze  mantel  clock,  now  decorative 
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features  of  the  reading  room.  Miss  Nellie  L.  Fox,  librarian  of 
the  Morse  Institute  for  the  past  twelve  years,  gave  up  her  posi- 
tion before  her  marriage,  and  her  assistant,  Miss  Mira  R.  Par- 
tridge, has  been  promoted  to  the  vacancy.  The  Young  People's 
Library,  established  through  the  generosity  of  John  O.  Wilson, 
proves  an  exceedingly  popular  department  of  the  institute. 

New  Bedford.  There  being  no  space  available  for  a  children's 
room  in  the  library  building,  a  children's  corner  has  been,  im- 
provised and  suitably  equipped.  A  friend  has  given  a  selection 
of  juveniles,  "books  for  mothers  to  read  to  their  children," 
which  finds  a  field  of  usefulness.  Two  boys'  clubs  are  utilized 
as  distributing  stations,  50  books  being  sent  them  at  stated  in- 
tervals, and  loaned  under  the  direction  of  the  responsible  heads 
of  the  clubs.  A  ''Tabard  Inn  station"  has  been  established  in 
the  reading  room,  its  books  going  into  free  circulation  under  the 
same  regulations  as  apply  to  those  upon  the  library  shelves.  A 
rental  of  $250  per  year  is  paid  for  the  monthly  service  of  250 
volumes.  Three  months'  trial  proves  this  innovation  popular 
and  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  relieving  somewhat  the  pressure 
for  cun*ent  fiction  and  much-sought-for  new  books.  Photo- 
graphs are  at  all  times  on  exhibition,  the  selection  being  changed 
every  Saturday,  and  attention  paid  to  systematic  grouping  and 
sequence. 

New  Marlborough.  The  library  in  this  town  was  established  in 
1901,  by  aid  of  the  State's  gift  of  SlOO  worth  of  books,  the 
town's  appropriation  being  $25.  There  are  five  villages  in  New 
Marlborough,  separated  three  or  more  miles  from  each  other. 
The  books  collected,  now  over  500  volumes,  are  distributed  to 
the  villages,  five  cases  having  being  made  for  the  purpose,  and 
a  trustworthy  and  interested  person  selected  for  the  charge  of 
each.  Some  needed  supplies  and  15  volumes  were  bought  by 
the  proceeds  of  an  entertainment  given  by  the  young  men  of  the 
town,  and  the  Woman's  Education  Association,  through  Miss 
Alice  6.  Chandler,  has  given  generous  aid. 

New  Salem.     Three  branch  libraries  have  been  established. 

North  Adams.  From  the  librarian's  report  for  1901  we  glean  the 
following :  The  children's  reading  room,  opened  the  past  year, 
has  proved  attractive  and  helpful.  "  The  registration  shows  not 
only  that  a  great  many  different  children  used  the  room,  but  also 
that  it  was  most  popular  with  those  who  most  needed  the  in- 
fluence of  its  beautiful  books  and  pictures."  "  To  arouse  an 
interest  in  nature  study,  talks  were  given  in  the  children's  room 
on  birds  and  wild  flowers  by  teachers  of  the  public  schools. 
These  talks  were  illustrated  by  books,  colored  pictures,  and  by 
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specimens  of  the  flowers  themselves.  They  were  well  attended, 
many  of  the  children  remaining  to  ask  questions  and  to  examine 
more  closely  the  pictures  and  flowers."  A  beginning  has  been 
made  ^^  of  teaching  the  high  school  scholars,  by  test  questions, 
how  to  use  the  library,  and  especially  its  reference  books,  in 
writing  their  essays."  It  is  hoped  to  carry  the  same  instruction 
with  the  necessary  modifications  into  the  higher  grade  of  gram- 
mar schools.  It  is  a  decided  change  to  turn  from  the  grown-np 
person  who  must  have  one  of  the  season's  ^^  best-selling"  boo)kB 
right  away,  to  the  child  who  wishes  *'  quite  a  joyful  book ; "  or 
the  fourteen-year-old  boy,  who  insists,  even  when  laughed  at, 
on  a  "  love  story,"  and  a  love  story  with  a  happy  ending ;  or  the 
little  girl  who  has  to  be  careful  what  she  reads,  for  fear  of 
^^  seeing  things  at  night."  This  latter  might  be  a  warning  to 
librarians  not  to  put  mystery  stories  in  select  lists  of  the  best 
reading  without  some  hint  that  they  are  ''  loaded."  Three  new 
branches  have  been  established,  at  Beaver,  Houghtonville  and 
Braytonville. 

Northampton.  *'  In  the  last  decade  or  two  a  practice  has  grown  up 
among  American  libraries  of  lending  books  to  one  another  for 
the  use  of  scholars,  which,  if  it  increases  at  its  present  rate  and 
is  fostered  by  the  much-desired  cheap  library  postage,  will  end 
in  making  all  the  books  in  the  United  States  accessible  for  in- 
vestigation everywhere.  Of  this  system  the  Forbes  Library  has 
availed  itself  frequently  for  the  benefit  of  its  patrons,  and  it  has 
returned  these  favors,  though  not  to  its  benefactors,  by  lending 
freely  outside  of  the  city  whenever  called  upon  ;  260  persons  are 
now  borrowers  on  its  inter-library  loan  register.  Books  and 
photographs  go  in  all  directions,  and  the  warm  thanks  received 
show  that  the  practice  is  justified  by  the  good  it  does." 

North  Andover.  The  library  has  received  $100  from  Miss  C.  A. 
French. 

North  Attleborough.  Mrs.  H.  F.  Barrows,  Jr.,  presented  to  the 
library,  in  memory  of  her  daughter,  a  beautiful  collection  of  chil- 
dren's books,  to  be  known  as  the  "  Maude  Barrows  Memorial." 
This  occupies  special  shelves  in  the  children's  alcove.  A  collec- 
tion of  about  80  books  upon  music  and  musicians  has  been  added 
by  gift  of  "The  Orpheus,"  a  ladies'  society.  Mrs.  Edward  I. 
Richards'  gift  of  cork  carpeting  for  the  floor  is  highly  appreciated 
by  all  who  use  the  reading-room. 

NoRTHBOROUGH.  Cyriis  Gale,  tbe  donor  of  Northborough's  beauti- 
ful library  building,  has  given  $600  for  the  publication  of  finding 
lists. 
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roRTHBRiDOE.  The  vUlages  of  Rockdale,  Linwood  and  Nortbbridge 
Center  are  supplied  with  books  from  the  Whitinsville  Social 
Library  by  carrier.     For  this  service  the  town  appropriates  $150. 

^OBTBFiELD.  The  donor  of  Northfield's  beautiful  library  building, 
£.  M.  Dickinson,  continues  his  interest  in  the  library  as  his 
annual  gifts  attest.  The  past  year  he  has  given  it  a  collection 
of  coins  with  case,  an  original  petition  to  King  George,  and 
sundry  other  interesting  articles  for  the  museum,  which  is  grad- 
ually growing  in  attraction  and  value. 

^ORTH  Beading.  The  library  has  been  reclassified.  It  has  been 
enlarged  by  many  gifts  of  books,  and  has  received  a  portrait  of 
Dr.  George  Frederick  Root,  the  noted  musician  and  composer, 
whose  boyhood  was  spent  in  this  town. 

)xFORD.  Plans  for  a  library  building,  for  which  three  years  ago 
Charles  Larned  of  Boston  offered  to  defray  two-thirds  of  the 
cost,  are  under  consideration,  and  a  site  has  been  selected. 

i^iTTSFiELD.  The  Berkshire  Athenaeum  has  received  from  unnamed 
friends  the  two  magnificent  volumes  of  '*  The  Birds  and  Eggs  of 
Ohio,"  the  bookseller's  price  of  which  is  $500.  The  crowded 
condition  of  the  museum  suggests  consideration  of  the  advisa- 
bility of  transferring  its  collections  at  an  early  day  to  the  new 
Museum  of  Art  and  Natural  History,  soon  to  be  established  by 
Zenas  Crane.  The  Athenaeum  has  engaged  the  service  of 
the  Tabard  Inn  Library,  at  a  yearly  rental  of  $150.  A  large 
revolving  bookcase  is  stationed  near  the  delivery  table,  and  fur- 
nished with  125  books  monthly  if  required.  At  the  close  of  each 
month  such  of  the  volumes  as  are  not  desired  longer  are  returned 
to  Philadelphia  and  exchanged  for  others,  the  Tabard  Inn  Asso- 
ciation paying  all  expenses.  The  books  are  loaned  for  one  week 
only,  but  in  other  respects  are  as  free  to  the  public  as  those  in 
the  stacks.  This  scheme  frees  the  library  from  the  cost  of  buy- 
ing books  to  satisfy  a  temporary  demand,  and  is  proving  so 
saccessful  and  popular  a  feature  that  the  librarian,  H.  H. 
Ballard,  proposes  an  increase  of  the  service  to  250  books  per 
month.  A  '^quarterly  bulletin,"  giving  accessions  aud  other 
library  news,  is  issued,  the  cost  of  which  is  met  by  receipts  from 
advertisements. 

E^LTMOUTH.  The  Dewey  system  of  classification  and  the  Brown 
charging  system  have  been  introduced.  A  gift  of  $50  has  been 
received  from  John  Bartlett  of  Cambridge  for  the  purchase  of 
current  literature,  and  the  late  Mrs.  Lucy  J.  Parker  of  Boston 
bequeathed  her  books,  about  3,000  volumes,  to  the  library.  In 
June  the  library  was  removed  from  the  cramped  and  dingy  quar- 
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t€rs  which  had  long  been  leased  for  it  to  the  beautiful  and  com- 
modious  new  building.     This  was  given  to  the  Plymouth  Public 
Library  by  Thomas  Russell,  Lydia  G.   R.  Allen  and   Marion 
R.  Townsend,  in  memory  of  their  father  and  mother,  the  late 
William  Goodwin  Russell  and  Mary  Ellen  Russell,  both  natives 
of  Plymouth.     It  is  about  60  feet  front  by  40  feet  in  depth,  faces 
North  Street,  and  forms  the  base  of  a  terrace  at  the  sides  of 
which  are  low  brick  walls ;  and  in  front  on  the  street  is  a  row 
of  venerable  linden  trees.     The  outer  walls  are  of  a  warm  gray 
brick,  with   Indiana  sandstone   trimmings.     It   is  a  one-story 
building,  and  the  architecture  is  of  a  classical  type.     The  in- 
terior is  practically  one  large,  high  room,  the  stack  on  the  left 
being  separated   from  the  reading  room  on  the  right  by  large 
pillars,  between  which  is  the  librarian's  desk.     There  is  a  small 
librarian's  room  formed  with  a  bow  at  the  rear,  with  a  similar 
room  above,  occupied  by  a  collection  of  4,000  mounted  photo- 
graphs of  the  masterpieces  of  Europe  owned  by  the  library.     The 
cost  of  the  building  was  about  $25,000.     The  arohltects  were 
Everett  &  Mead  of  Boston. 

Plympton.  The  local  association,  which  has  for  several  years  been 
soliciting  funds  for  a  library  building,  has  selected  plans,  began 
foundations,  and  will  enter  upon  construction  in  the  coming 
spring.  A  gift  of  $3,000  and  the  contribution  of  $1,200  by  the 
Village  Improvement  Society  has  forwarded  the  work  of  the 
association. 

Prescott.  One  branch  library  has  been  opened,  and  another  in  an 
outlying  district  is  contemplated. 

QuiNcr.  Albert  Crane  has  purchased  the  French  homestead,  adjoin- 
ing the  library  lot,  for  presentation  to  the  city.  The  house  has 
been  removed,  and  the  land  will  be  suitably  graded  so  as  to  much 
increase  the  area  and  attractiveness  of  the  library  grounds. 

Randolph.  A  well-selected  collection  of  books  in  the  German  and 
French  languages,  about  250  volumes  in  all,  has  been  added  to 
the  library.  A  lecture  room  and  an  art  department  have  also 
been  opened. 

Reading.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  offered  the  town  812,500,  upon  the 
usual  conditions  for  the  generous  and  perpetual  support  of  the 
library. 

Revere.  The  new  library  building  will  probably  be  completed  in 
the  spring  of  1903.  It  is  located  upon  the  corner  of  Beach  and 
Library  streets,  the  lot  having  been  purchased  for  this  purpose 
in  1896.  The  cost  of  the  construction  is  met  chiefly  by  the  gift 
of  $20,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  offered  in  October,  1901, 
provided  that  a  site  should  be  furnished  by  the  town  and  an 
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annual  appropriation  of  at  least  $2,000  guaranteed.  There  ia 
also  available  the  fund  of  $3,000,  raised  some  years  ago  by  the 
Revere  Women's  Club  for  library  uses ;  and  the  legacy  of  the 
late  S.  Augustus  Hall,  amounting  to  $1,500,  will  be  used  in 
finishing  and  furnishing  the  reading  room.  The  building  is  from 
the  design  of  S.  Adams  Webber,  of  red  brick  with  sandstone 
and  gray  brick  trimmings,  82  by  61  feet  in  plan.  The  main 
structure  is  62  by  42  feet  and  the  stack  room  18  by  38  feet, 
having  a  capacity  for  30,000  volumes.  The  main  floor  is  prac- 
tically one  hall,  14  feet  in  height,  80  by  19  feet;  but  divided 
into  a  children's  room,  19  by  30  feet ;  a  general  reading  room, 
19  by  30  feet;  and  the  delivery  room,  18  by  18  feet.  The  last 
is  open  to  the  dome  30  feet  above  the  floor.  The  second  story 
will  be  adapted  for  a  historical  room. 

Richmond.  The  library  has  been  removed  to  quarters  more  centrally 
located  and  commodious  in  the  house  of  Franklin  Barnes,  Jr., 
and  Mrs.  Barnes  has  been  appointed  librarian.  This  change 
seems  to  promise  growth  in  the  library  and  much  greater  useful- 
ness. New  shelving  has  made  systematic  classification  possible. 
Many  choice  books  have  been  added  by  gifts.  The  public  now 
have  access  to  the  shelves  every  week-day  afternoon  and  even- 
ing, and  the  six  public  schools  serve  as  distributing  stations  so 
far  as  is  possible. 

Rochester.  A  branch  has  recently  beenjopened  at  North  Rochester. 
Books  are  also  occasionally  delivered  free  at  East  Rochester  and 
Pierceville.  The  permanent  fund  of  the  library  has  been  raised 
to  $1,000  by  the  gift  of  $500  from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  6.  Leonard, 
recently  deceased.  At  her  death  the  library  inherited  her  private 
library  of  about  400  volumes,  a  large  statue,  ^^  Hide  and  seek," 
etc. 

Russell.  The  library  has  been  removed  from  a  private  residence  to 
a  public^  building,  and  a  reading  room  opened.  It  is  planned  to 
establish  a  second  branch  of  the  library  at  the  mill  village,  the 
paper  company  agreeing  to  furnish  a  room  lighted  and  heated 
for  its  use. 

Salem.  By  the  will  of  Captain  W.  J.  Cheever,  late  of  North 
Andover,  filed  Aug.  9,  1902,  $5,000  is  given  to  the  Salem  Pub- 
lic Library  and  $20,000  to  the  Essex  Institute. 

Sherborn.  Additional  shelving  becoming  a  necessity,  it  was  de- 
cided to  depart  from  the  usual  custom  of  building  permanent 
tiers  of  shelves,  and  boxes  were  ordered  and  made  at  a  factory 
near  by,  costing  two  or  three  cents  per  volume  capacity.  These 
form  a  sort  of  ^^ elastic  cabinet"  the  units  of  which  are  inter- 
changeable or  removable  at  pleasure. 
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Shrewsburt.  The  new  library  building  approaches  completion.  It 
is' a  two-story  structure,  of  brick  with  limestone  trimmingB 
above  a  granite  base.  Jubal  Howe,  to  whose  munificence  the 
town  owes  this  benefaction,  was  born  in  Shrewsbury,  Deo.  27, 
1793,  but  made  his  fortune  in  Boston  in  business  as  a  jeweller, 
and  became  a  resident  of  Newton.  He  died  Feb.  2,  1874,  leav- 
ing his  estate  to  his  only  daughter  for  life,  and  making  the  town 
of  Shrewsbury  residuary  legatee.  She^died  in  1898,  and  the 
amount  originally  accruing  to  the  town,  $41,000,  has  increased 
to  over  $5 1 ,000 ;  $20,000  of  this  will  be  reserved  as  a  fund  for 
library  support,  and  the  remainder  expended  for  the  building 
and  its  furnishing.  The  ground  plan  is  56  by  38  feet,  with  a 
rear  wing  for  stack  36  feet  square. 

Shutesbury.  The  sum  of  $1,580  has  been  received  as  principal  and 
interest  of  the  legacy  of  Mirick  N.  Spear,  late  of  Amherst. 

SoMERviLLE.  With  the  year  began  the  experiment  of  giving  the 
public  free  access  '^  to  all  its  books  that  are  available  to  card- 
holders." Sunday-schools  are  given  the  privilege  of  borrowing 
books  to  the  number  of  100, —  ''week  books"  excepted.  A 
special  school  librarian  now  devotes  her  whole  time  to  scbod 
service,  visiting  and  consulting  with  the  teachers,  addressing  the 
scholars,  selecting  books  for  the  school  libraries,  and  giving 
instruction  in  the  best  use  of  reference  books,  etc.  The  system 
of  house-to-house  delivery  of  books  by  boy  carriers  is  con- 
tinued, and  works  well  in  the  outlying  districts  of  the  city. 
The  boys  receive  two  Cents  per  volume  from  the  borrower, 
obtaining  and  returning  the  books.  The  cards  issued  by  the 
librarian  of  the  Congressional  Library  are  secured  so  far  as 
available. 

SouTHA3iPTON.    By  the   will  of   Mrs.   Phebe  T.  Sheldon,   late  of 
Southampton,  the  Free  Public  Library  will  receive  a  bequest 
'     of  81,000. 

SoDTiiBRiDGE.  The  offcr  of  Andrew  Carnegie  to  give  $20,000  for  a 
library  building  was  declined  by  the  citizens  of  Southbridge  at  a 
town  meeting  in  April,  with  a  vote  expressing  due  appreciation 
of  bis  generosity.  This  action  resulted  from  the  desire  of  Jacob 
Edwards,  a  wealthy  manufacturer  of  Boston  and  a  native  of 
Southbridge,  to  bestow  upon  the  town  a  library  building  com- 
pletely equipped,  including  its  site.  He  has  long  had  this  prop- 
osition in  mind,  and  at  least  $50,000  is  the  sum  named  as  his 
probable  expenditure.  There  has  been  unexpected  delay  in  the 
selection  of  the  site. 

South  Hadley.  William  H.  Gay  lord  of  South  Hadley,  who  presented 
the  soldiers'  monument  to  the  town  several  years  ago,  has  given 
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$25,000  for  a  library  building  at  South  Hadley  Centre.  The  gift 
was  contingent  upon  the  location  of  the  building  upon  a  site 
owned  by  a  Village  Cemetery  Association,  and  has  been  accepted 
by  a  chartered  society,  which  will  be  known  as  the  Gaylord 
Memorial  Association.  The  foundations  of  the  edifice  have  been 
laid,  and  the  construction  will  go  forward  as  fast  as  the  weather 
will  allow.  The  library  will  be  under  the  management  of  the 
association,  but  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  town.  Mr.  Gaylord 
also  will  give  $10,000  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which 
18  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

Sfbikgfi^d.  Charles  M.  Kirkman,  late  of  Springfield,  bequeat\ied 
to  the  City  Library  Association  $10,000,  half  of  which  is  devoted 
to  beautifying  the  library  grounds  and  half  to  the  purchase  of 
books.  John  Cotton  Dana,  after  holding  the  position  of  librarian 
for  four  years,  resigned  on  Dec.  3,  1901,  to  accept  the  same 
position  in  the  Free  Public  Library  at  Newark,  N.  J.  Hiller 
C.  Wellman,  librarian  at  Brookline,  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  and  entered  upon  his  new  duties  early  in  1902.  A  branch 
was  opened  at  Indian  Orchard  Dee.  16,  1901,  various  citizens 
and  corporations  contributing  the  cost  of  rent,  fuel,  lights,  etc. 
The  delivery  of  books  to  the  homes  of  borrowers,  after  adequate 
trial,  seems  not  altogether  a  success,  but  is  continued  as  a  private 
enterprise,  under  library  supervisipn,  the  messenger  paying  all 
expenses  and  receiving  all  fees.  He  takes  with  him  on  his  cir- 
cuit a  travelling  library  of  30  or  more  attractive  books,  from 
which  his  patrons  may  select  if  they  fail  to  receive  the  volume 
applied  for,  or  are  disappointed  with  it  when  delivered.  A  be- 
quest of  $500,  the  income  of  wbich  is  to  be  used  for  buying 
-works  upon  dental  science,  has  been  received  from  the  estate  of 
Dr.  J.  Searle  Hurlbut. 

Stockbridge.  Four  thousand  dollars  have  been  appropriated  by  the 
town  for  improvements  in  the  library. 

Stougbtok.  The  trustees  of  the  Stoughton  Public  Library  have 
received  an  offer  from  a  former  resident  of  the  town  of  a 
library  building  to  cost  $25,000,  if  the  town  will  purchase  a 
suitable  lot  and  agree  to  maintain  a  room  in  the  building  for  the 
use  of  tbe  historical  society.  Mr.  Carnegie  was  appealed  to 
about  a  year  ago  to  contribute  a  library  building  to  the  town, 
but  he  is  not  the  donor.  It  is  made  a  condition  that  the  giver's 
name  shall  not  be  revealed  by  the  trustees.  The  public  library 
is  at  present  in  the  town  ball,  and  has  outgrown  its  quarters. 

SuKDCRLAKD.  In  December,  1901,  the  library  received  $500  to 
establish  a  book  fund,  from  Henry  W.  Taft,  Esq.,  a  trustee  of 
tbe  Berkshire  Athenaeum,  and  resident  of  Pittsfield. 
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Taunton.  Od  May  8  a  communication  was  received  by  Ihe  chj 
council  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  ofifering  $60,000  for  a  poblie 
library,  upon  condition  that  a  suitable  site  should  be  furnished, 
and  the  annual  appropriation  of  $6,000  for  library  support  sboold 
be  guaranteed.  The  offer  was  formally  accepted,  and  a  site  bai 
been  selected. 

Templkton.  There  are  three  villages  in  this  town,  severally  two, 
three  and  four  miles  from  the  central  library.  Every  week  a 
bundle  of  books  is  sent  to  each  of  these  villages,  so  that  the 
residents  are  nearly  as  well  served  as  those  who  live  near  the 
library.  Magazines  are  placed  in  circulation  under  the  same 
regulations  as  other  books. 

TowNSEND.  A  free  delivery  station  has  been  established  at  West 
Townsend,  through  the  generous  support  extended  by  Mn. 
Charles  S.  Homer  of  New  York  City.  A  marble  bas-relief 
medallion  of  Longfellow  has  been  received  from  £.  M.  Ray- 
mond of  Charlestown. 

UxBRiDGE.  Work  with  the  schools  has  been  rather  more  extensive  than 
usual.  It  has  been  found  that  lists  of  interesting  books,  made 
up  by  the  librarian  and  the  superintendent  of  schools  jointly, 
have  been  very  useful  in  bringing  new  youthful  borrojvrers  to  the 
library.  The  lists  are  limited,  and  each  pupil  is  expected  to 
read  at  least  one  book  of  the  list  appropriate  to  his  grade.  The 
selection  considers  attractiveness  as  well  as  healthful  quality  of 
literature,  in  the  especial  hope  of  enticing  the  children  of  a  large 
foreign  population  into  the  habit  of  reading.  Mrs.  Sarah  L. 
Macomber,  who  died  four  years  ago,  willed  to  the  trustees  of  the 
library  $1,000,  ''  to  use  for  the  benefit  and  assistance  of  worthy 
young  persons  struggling  to  obtain  an  education,  either  by  free 
public  lectures  or  otherwise  as  shall  seem  to  them  wise,  the  same 
to  be  thus  used  and  expended  within  five  years  from  her  death.'* 
The  estate  has  but  recently  been  settled,  and  the  bequest  has 
dwindled  to  $750,  which  will  probably  be  expended  the  coming 
year  for  lectures  and  books. 

Walpole.  In  1896  the  sum  of  $5,000  was  received  from  the  estate 
of  Hon.  Francis  W.  Bird,  and  placed  at  interest  as  a  building 
fund.  Last  year  Andrew  Carnegie  offered  the  town  $15,000  for 
a  library  building,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  usual  guarantee 
of  support  voted.  The  sum  of  about  $21,000  being  thus  avail- 
able, and  a  prominent  site  at  the  corner  of  Lewis  Avenue  and 
Common  Street  having  been  given  for  the  purpose  by  Charles  S. 
Bird,  a  son  of  the  earlier  benefactor,  plans  were  perfected  and 
construction  begun  in  the  spring  of  1902.     The  building  is  of 
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red  brick  with  Indiana  lime-stone  trimmings,  one-storied,  and 
classic  in  style,  based  upon  a  granite  foundation.  The  roof  is 
of  slate,  with  copper  cornices.  The  interior  arrangement  and 
finish  conform  to  modern  models,  save  in  one  particular.  A 
novel  feature  is  the  separation  of  the  stack  from  the  other  part 
of  the  structure  by  a  fireproof  screen,  which  can  be  drawn  up 
and  down  like  a  curtain. 

P^ALTHAM.  The  family  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  has  presented 
his  portrait  to  the  library.  A  reference  room  has  been  estab- 
lished, furnished  with  shelves  for  art  books  and  wall  space  for 
the  exhibition  of  pictures.  A  children's  room  has  also  been  pro- 
vided, and  supplied  with  juvenile  literature  and  bulletin  boards, 
upon  which  timely  lists,  etc.,  have  been  displayed  on  holidays 
and  other  dates  of  popular  interest. 

Waslkes.  a  fine  collection  of  our  native  birds  has  come  to  the 
library  as  a  legacy  from  Mrs.  Arvilla  E.  El  well. 

V^ATESTOWN.  The  annex  to  the  library,  built  about  two  years  ago, 
has  been  furnished  throughout.  The  principal  room  is  called 
Hunnewell  Hall,  and  is  used  as  a  reference  and  reading  room. 
It  has  been  tastefully  and  substantially  fitted  up  for  this  use, 
and  supplied  with  a  large  and  choice  collection  of  books.  By 
request  of  the  generous  benefactor,  H.  H.  Hunnewell,  a  bronze 
tablet  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Walter  Hunnewell,  the  noted  Water- 
town  physician,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  in  1855, 
holds  prominent  place  upon  its  wall.  The  room  beneath  this,  of 
the  same  size,  30  by  40  feet,  is  called  the  Pratt  reference  room. 
This  is  similarly  furnished  with  oak  wall  cases,  tables,  chairs, 
etc.,  and  with  a  collection  of  books  upon  sociology  and  the  use- 
ful arts  in  all  their  departments.  The  sons  of  Charles  Pratt, 
founder  of  Pratt  Institute  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  provided  for  the 
new  fittings  of  this  room.  The  expenditure  for  furnishing  these 
rooms,  for  the  new  library  bureau  stack,  etc.,  has  been  over 
$12,000,  of  which  the  town's  appropriation  was  $8,500.  The 
reclassification  of  the  books  by  the  Cutter  system  is  near  com- 
pletion, and  has  been  continued  without  inconvenience  to  l>ook 
borrowers.  ^'The  much-dreaded  mass  of  public  documents, 
which  many  librarians  push  into  their  attics  or 'basements,  be- 
come a  delight  and  a  source  of  useful  information  when  arranged 
in  order,  and  brought  out  in  the  card  index  by  subjects  and 
authors.*'  The  children's  room  is  small,  but  proves  a  very  use- 
fal  department ;  and  co-operation  with  the  schools  has  developed 
new  activity  through  the  helpful  energy  of  the  school  superin- 
tendent. 
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Wayland.  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Heard,  for  more  than  sixteen  years  the 
faithful  and  efficient  librarian  of  Wayland  Public  Library,  re* 
signed  in  July,  1901,  and  Everett  Small  has  succeeded  her  io 
that  position. 

Webster.  The  library  has  been  removed  to  new  quarters,  rented  on 
the  second  floor  of  Columbia  block,  where  it  Gnds  some  improve- 
ment in  space  and  light. 

Wendell.  A  branch  has  been  started  at  the  village  of  Farley, 
which  lies  partly  in  Wendell  and  partly  in  Erving.  About  40 
duplicate  volumes  were  given  as  a  foundation  library,  and  as 
many  more  are  loaned  as  needful.  Gifts  of  a  diesk,  chair«  card 
cabinet  with  cards,  etc.,  have  been  received;  also  428  volumes 
from  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  being  a  part  of  the  old  library 
of  Conway.  The  room  in  the  town  hall  is  now  too  small  for  this 
growing  and  very  useful  library,  and  it  deserves  a  building  of  its 
own. 

Westborough.  The  late  Ellen  E.  Bixby,  a  native  and  life-long  res- 
ident of  Westborough,  made  the  town  her  residuary  legatee. 
The  assets  from  this  bequest  may  reach  the^sum  of  $3,000,  and 
will  be  expended  ^'  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  of  the  library 
may  determine."  It  will  probably  be  added  to  the  building  fund, 
which  now  amounts  to  nearly  $10,000. 

West  Botlston.  In  the  new  town  hall  generous  provision  is  to  be 
made  for  the  library,  and  it  is  expected  the  rooms  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  in  the  spring  of  1903.  Miss  Edna  C.  Baldwin 
became  librarian  September  1,  Miss  Susie  E.  Jewell  having 
resigned. 

Westfield.  The  funds  of  the  Athenseum  have  been  increased  by  the 
receipt  of  $5,000,  the  legacy  of  Addison  C.  Rand,  a  native  of 
Westfield. 

Westford.  The  library  has  been  reclassified,  and  furnished  with  a 
card  catalogue  and  printed  finding  lists.  Valuable  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  art  collection,  as  follows :  by  Charles 
H.  Prescott  of  Harvard,  an  antique  hall  clock;  by  Charles 
Hildreth  of  Westford,  Hicks'  engraving  of  **  Authors  of  the 
United  States ;  "  by  E.  M.  Raymond  of  Charlestown,  a  copy 
of  Guido  tteni's  '^  Daughter  of  Herodias,"  by  Chatelaln ;  a  ham- 
mered iron  panel  by  a  Japanese  artist ;  a  copy  of  Guido  Reni's 
'*  Aurora ;  **  a  copy  of  the  same  painter's  ^^  Diana  and  Cupid ;  ^ 
"  Byron,"  by  Hobday,  London,  1820 ;  *^  Rough  Water,"  a  paint- 
ing by  C.  E.  Davis ;  a  copy  of  Lavinia  Fontana's  *'  La  Donna 
Samaritana,"  by  Rescigno ;  two  figures  by  Rogers ;  and  a  marble 
'  statue  of  "  Pocahontas  and  a  Deer,"  by  Mozier. 
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WESTMINSTER.  The  dedication  of  the  Forbush  Membrial  Library  took 
place  August  22.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  a  native  of  Westmin- 
ster, was  the  special  guest  of  the  occasion,  and  made  a  brief 
address.  ^  The  building  has  cost  over  $18,000,  of  which  sum 
$10,000  was  the  bequest  of  Charles  A.  Forbush,  ^^  in  memory  of 
Uie  late  Joseph  W.  Forbush,"  his  cousin.  The  town  appropriated 
$800  towards  the  purchase  of  the  site  and  $1,000  for  grading  and 
incidental  expenses.  The  remaining  sum  was  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion. The  memorial  stands  a  short  distance  from  the  street,  in  a 
green  lawn  three-fourths  of  an  acre  in  extent.  It  is  constructed 
of  gray  pressed  brick,  upon  a  granite  foundation,  the  trimmings 
being  of  Indiana  limestone.  The  roof  is  of  slate,  with  copper 
gutter  work.  The  upper  story  is  occupied  by  a  hall  fitted  up  as 
an  art  room  and  museum.  On  the  main  floor  the  delivery  counter, 
occupying  a  central  position,  commands  the  reading  room  on  the 
right  and  a  reference  room  on  the  left.  Behind  it  are  the  book 
shelves  and  the  librarian's  room.  The  finish  and  furniture  are 
of  quartered  oak.  Wiring  for  electricity  has  been  introduced, 
bat  for  the  present  the  lighting  plant  consists  of  a  gasoline  stor- 
age tank,  located  some  distance  from  the  building,  connected 
with  66  lights,  automatically  fed  by  a  Springfield  machine  run 
by  water  power.  The  basement  is  given  to  the  usual  heating, 
storage  and  lavatory  conveniences. 

West  Newburt.  The  librarian  reports  increase  in  the  hours  when 
the  books  are  accessible  to  the  public ;  the  granting  of  greater 
privileges  to  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools ;  an  increase  in 
the  demand,  especially  by  boys,  for  books  upon  natural  science ; 
and  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Thomas  Smith  of  over  30  volumes  of  his- 
tory and  biography  for  youthful  readers. 

West  Springfield.  The  library  has  been  improved  by  the  addition 
of  metallic  book  stacks. 

West  Stockbridge.  The  library  has  been  removed  to  a  new  room  in 
the  town  building.  Distributing  stations  have  been  established 
at  West  Center  and  State  Line. 

Westwood.  a  collection  of  books,  1,000  in  number,  received  from 
the  late  Miss  Lucy  £llis,  has  been  placed  in  a  special  alcove, 
although  free  for  circulation. 

Wetmouth.  The  proceeds  of  a  fair  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
South  Weymouth  Improvement  Association,  amounting  to 
$674.22,  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Fogg  Library,  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  that  institution 
as  they  deem  advisable.  The  Tufts  Library  xlistributes  books 
through  eight  delivery  stations. 
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Worcester.    A  new  steel  stack  has  been  placed  in  the  upper  story. 
The  high  reading  room  for  magazines,  literary,  scientific  and 
art  papers  has  been  divided  by  making  a  well-supported  floor 
even  with  the  upper  gallery,  and  twelve  windows  have  been 
placed  in  the  walls  of  the  lower  room.     The  lower  room  is  used 
for  the  same  purposes  as  before;   the  upper  room  is  used  for 
storing  books  belonging  to  the  circulating  department  and  the 
children's  department.     The  children's  room  has  been  greatly 
enlarged,  and  a  reference  room  of  increased  size  and  a  reading 
room  for  magazines  and  papers  have  been  provided.     The  lecture 
hall  has  been  lined  with  glazed  cases  for  the  working  books 
needed  by  art  students,  and  has  been  fitted  up  as  headquarters 
for  students  of  the  arts  of  painting,  sculpture,  etc.     A  clock 
and  station  boxes  to  be  visited  several  times  in  the  night  by 
the  watchman  have  been  installed.     The  great  work  of  reclassi- 
fying and  recataloguing  the  books  in  the  circulating  department 
and  of  revision  of  the  catalogues  of  the  reference  and  intermediate 
departments,  begun  Sept.  1,  1894,  has  been  finished  during  the 
year.     Now  every  book  in  all  the  departments  may  be  found  in 
a  single  alphabet,  in  a  great  card  catalogue.     Users  of  the  cir- 
culating department  now  have  not  only  free  access  to  several 
thousand  books,  mainly  the  new  books,  but  upon  application  are 
admitted  to  such  sections  of  the  books  in  that  department  as 
they  wish  to  examine.     The  great  card  catalogue  is  on  the  dic- 
tionary plan,  and  is  a  carefully  made  subject  as  well  as  author 
catalogue.     New  card  catalogues  for  the  circulating  department 
and  the  children's  room  have  also  been  made,  and  new  cases  for 
the  three  catalogues  and  for  the  finding  list,  which  has  been 
made  in  connection  with  the  cataloguing,  have  been  procured 
and  put  in  position.     Popular  bibliographical  talks,  exhibitions 
of  photographs,  engravings  and  rare  and  luxurious  books  and 
the  other  educational  features  of  the  library  have  been  continued 
during  the  year  as  hitherto. 

Wrentham.  The  trustees'  report  states  that  the  circulation  of  books 
for  home  use  from  the  Fiske  Library  in  1901-1902  was  14,200, 
and  claims  that  this  is  ^  ^  larger  in  proportion  to  population  than 
that  of  any  other  town  in  the  State."  As  the  population  of  the 
town  by  the  last  census  was  2,720,  the  per  capita  circulation 
was  5.2  volumes,  —  a  very  excellent  showing,  but  surpassed  by 
many  towns,  and  nearly  doubled  by  four  or  five. 
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The  Woman's  EDucAxioif  Association. 

From  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  come  to  us  grateful 
acknowledgments  of  the  untiring  beneficence  of  the  Woman's 
Education  Association.  The  43  travelling  libraries  of  this 
society,  containing  1,237  books,  have,  during  1902,  made  49 
journeys  to  country  villages,  and  a  circulation  of  3,448  volumes 
for  home  use  is  reported.  Of  these,  only  46  per  cent,  were 
fiction.  The  places  enjoying  the  privileges  thus  afibrded  them 
are:  — 


Acushnet, 

Alford, 

Brimfield, 

Cheshire, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

ColraiD, 

Conway, 

CummingtoD, 

East  Freetown, 

Farley  (in  Erving), 

Florida, 

Goshen, 


Grovel  and, 
Hancock, 
Heath, 
Huntington, 
Lakeville, 
Leverett, 

Littleville  (in  Ches- 
ter), 
Monterey, 
North  Chester, 
Oakham, 
Otis, 
Paxton, 


'  Pelham, 
Plainiield, 
Rowe, 
Russell, 
Rutland, 
Sandisfield, 
South  Yarmouth, 
Wales, 
Washington, 
Wendell, 
West  Leyden, 
West  Stockbridge, 
Windsor. 


Special  travelling  libraries  for  study  clubs,  8  in  number, 
upon  Venice,  Florence,  Rome,  P^nglish  architecture,  Shake- 
speare, Italian  art,  Egypt  and  French  art,  have  proved  of  great 
service,  especially  when  supplemented,  as  they  often  arc,  by 
readings  or  lectures  to  the  clubs  by  competent  scholars,  or 
those  who  have  had  the  experience  of  foreign  travel.  A  special 
juvenile  library  just  entering  upon  its  travels  is  now  at  Col- 
rain,  and  promises  to  attain  great  popular  favor.  Four  special 
ornithological  libraries,  of  22  volumes  each,  l)esides  wall  charts, 
etc.,  prepared  and  loaned  l)y  the  Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society,  are  sent  out  in  January  and  July  for  a  six-months 
sojourn.  These  are  sometimes  {)laced  in  charge  of  the  school 
superintendents  of  the  locality.  The  towns  this  year  favored 
with  these  books  about  birds  have  ])een :  East  Longmeadow, 
Chester,  Topsfield,  Barnstable,  Sunderland,  Warren,  Hamilton 
and  Cotuit.  Twenty-two  collections  of  pictures  have  afforded 
188  exhibitions  in  140  different  localities.  The  loans  have 
been  made  to  the  school  superintendents  wherever,  as  is  not 
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seldom  the  case,  the  public  library  has  no  room  in  which  to 
display  them.     Ten  superintendents  have  during  the  past  year 
made  use  of  them  in  their  school  rooms.     Two  beautiful  collec- 
tions of  photographs  of  scenery  in  the  Yosemite  vallej'  and 
along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  have  been  added  to  the 
treasures  of  the  association  by  Mrs.  George  Russell  Agassiz  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  and  will  soon  be  put  in 
circulation.     The  association  receives  many  books  and  magar 
zines  from  various  donors,  which  are  distributed  among  the 
most  needy  libraries  and  reading  rooms.     A  very  valuable  col- 
lection, embracing  over  600  photographs  of  scenes  in  Australia, 
New  Zealand  and  Tasmania,  was  some  months  ago  received 
from  Mrs.  Dane,  and  have  been  divided  into  six  sets  for  exhi- 
bition. 

The  increasing  public  interest  in  pictorial  art  is  shown  by  the 
larger  demand  year  by  year  for  the  loan  of  the  collections  belong- 
ing to  the  Library  Art  Club  and  the  Woman's  Education  Associa- 
tion ;  but  an  even  stronger  proof  of  this  encouraging  fact  is  the 
increasing  number  of  libraries  and  schools,  not  only  in  our 
large  cities  but  in  the  mral  sections  of  the  State,  which  possess, 
by  gift  or  purchase,  collections  of  their  own,  —  collections  con- 
stantly growing  in  value,  and  always  an  educational  power,  a 
perennial  source  of  pleasure  to  the  old  as  well  as  the  young. 

One  of  the  new  branches  of  work  entered  upon  by  the 
association  is  the  preparation  of  lists  of  the  best  new  books. 
These  lists  are  printed  in  the  spring  and  fall,  and  are  intended 
to  help  those  libraries  which  are  far  from  book  centres,  and 
likely  to  be  dependent  on  the  bookseller's  selection.  These 
lists  have  beeii  received  with  warm  appreciation  by  the  country 
librarians,  and  their  issue  will  be  continued. 

The  Libuauy  Art  Club. 

Reports  from  the  libraries  which  hold  membership  in  the 
Library  Art  Club  give  enthusiastic  evidence  that  this  organi- 
zation, which  was  incorporated  June  14,  1900,  is  stea<lily 
advancing  in  popular  favor  and  usefulness.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  managers  of  many  of  our  town  libraries  seem 
ignorant  of,  or  do  not  appreciate,  the  educational  advantages, 
as  well  as  the  pleasure  which  can  be  purchased  by  the  small 
annual  fee  required  for  admission  to  this  club. 
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Exhibitions  during  1902  have  numbered  790,  or  170  more 
than  during  the  previous  year.  Of  the  pictorial  collections,  67 
in  number,  45  have  been  bought  for  the  society,  the  others 
coming  to  it  by  gift  or  loan.  The  latest  additions  have  been : 
100  photographs  of  the  English  lake  district ;  100  of  Granada 
and  the  Alhambra;  216  of  Italian  art;  84  of  Perugia;  68  of 
Pagan  Rome;  50  of  Rouen;  160  of  Scotland;  201  of  Switzer- 
land ;  100  of  the  paintings  of  Velasquez.  The  list  of  members 
now  numbers  101,  of  which  79  are  Massachusetts  libraries. 
The  president  is  Miss  Alice  G.  Chandler,  Lancaster,  Mass. ; 
and  the  secretary.  Miss  Mary  E.  Sargent,  Medford,  Mass. 

During  the  year  the  interest  in  the  libraries  of  the  State  has 
been  materially  stimulated  by  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Library  Association  at  Boston  and  Magnolia  in  June,  and  the 
several  meetings  which  have  been  held  by  the  Massachusetts 
Library  Club,  and  especially  by  the  local  clubs,  the  Bay  Path, 
the  Western  Massachusetts  and  the  Cape  Cod  clubs.  From 
these  local  clubs  the  small  libraries  derive  much  encouragement 
and  benefit. 

The  interest  and  effort  in  all  the  broader  aspects  of  library 
work  has  never  been  so  widespread  and  effective  as  at  the 
present  time.  The  libraries  and  the  schools  are  gaining  help, 
each  from  the  other,  and  all  for  the  general  intellectual  advance- 
ment of  all  the  people. 

C.  B.  TILLINGHAST. 

E.  P.  SOHIER. 

SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN. 

HENRY   S.  NOURSE. 

MABEL  SIMPKINS  AGASSIZ. 
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List  of  Givers  of  Free  Public  Library 
Buildings  in  Massachusetts. 


GIVERS  OF  FEEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDINGS  IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


▲CTOK, 
▲ME8BURY, 

AMHERST,  North, 
Andover,   . 
arlington, 

asbburnham, 

ASHBY, 
ATER,    . 

Barnstable, 
Barbe, 
Becket, 
Belch  ERTOWN, 
Belmont,    . 
Bbrnardston, 
Billerica,  . 
Blandford, 

Bolton,      • 
Bourne, 

Braintree, 

Brookfield, 

Cambridge. 

Canton, 

Carlisle,    . 

Charlemont, 

Chatham,    . 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Clinton, 

Concord,    . 

Conway, 

Cummington, 

Dalton, 

Danvers,    . 

Dartmouth, South 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

DUXBURY,    . 


East  Bridgewater 
Easthampton,  . 
Easton, 

j£8SEjL(  •         •         • 

Everett,    . 
Everett  (Glendaie), 
Fairhaven, 


Gift  of  Hod.  William  A.  Wilde  of  Maiden. 

Bequest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard  and  others. 

Mainly  tbe  gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  memo 

rial  of  her  husband. 
Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Edwin  Chapman  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York.  ' 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgis  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 
Bequest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 
Gift  of  Henry  O.  Underwood. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushman. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memoria 

of  her  son,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 
Gift  of  Annie  Eliza  Whitney  of  Lancaster. 
Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father 

the  Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 
Gift  of  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer. 
Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Rindge  of  Los  Angeles. 
Gift  of  Augustus  Hemenway. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbur>'. 
Gift  of  E.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  MarcelluB  Eldredgc. 
Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 
Gift  0/  Hon.  Eustace  C.  Fitz. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  William  Munroe. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  as  a  memorial  of  hi 

parents. 
Gift  of  William  Cullen  Bryant. 
Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  John  H.  Southworth  of  Springfield. 
Bequests  and  gifts  of  citizens. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 
Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her  soi 

George  Buckham  %Vrlght. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  WMlliston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames. 
Bequest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Albert  M.  Parlin,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 
Bequest  of  William  Shute. 
Gift  of  Henry  II.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers,  as  a  memorial  of  the; 

daughter,  Milliceut. 
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FlTCHBURO, 

Franklin,  . 

Fbebtown, 

Gardner,   . 

Georgetown, 

Gloucester, 

Granville, 

Groton, 

Hadley, 

Harvard,   . 

Hatfield,  . 

Haverhill, 

HINQIL4M,     . 

Hinsdale,  . 
Holden, 

HOLYOKE,     . 

hopbdale,  . 

hopkinton, 

Hubbardston, 

Ipswich,     . 

Kingston,  . 

Lancaster, 

Lawrence, 

Leicester, 

Lenox, 
Lexington, 
Lincoln,    . 
Littleton, 

Ludlow, 
Lynn,   . 

Malden, 

Manchester, 
Mansfield, 
Marblehead, 
Marion, 
Marlborough, 
Marshfield, 
Medford,  . 
Melrose,    . 
Methuen,  . 

MlDDLETON, 
MONBON,        . 

Natick, 

South  Nalick, 
Nbwburyport, 
Newton, 
North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

Northampton, 

Florence^ 
North  attleborough, 

northborough, 


.    Gift  of  Hod.  Rodney  Wallace. 

.    Gift  of  daughters  of  Hon.  Joeoph  G.  Ray,  as  a  memorial  to 

their  father. 
.    Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Hathaway  Crowell,  as  a  memorial  of 

her  father,  Hon.  Gailford  B.  Hathaway. 
.    Gift  of  Children  of  Levi  Heywood. 
.    Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
.    Gift  of  Samuel  E.  Sawyer. 
.    Gift  of  Hon.  M.  B.  Whitney  and  others. 
.    Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley. 
.    Gift  of  John  Dwight  and  others. 
.    Mainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 
.    Be(iuest  of  Samuel  H.  Dickinson. 
.    Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citizens. 
.    Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
,    Gift  of  citizens. 

.    Gift  of  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 
.    Gift  of  cltlzenn. 
Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  us  a  memorial  of  his  wife,  Mrs. 

Sylvia  Thwlng  Bancroft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 
Gift  of  Capt.  Augustine  Heard. 
Bequest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  his  sons. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  Miss  E.  A.  White. 
Gift  of  Lory  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  David  E.  Merriam 

and  others. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermerhorn. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Cary. 
Gift  of  George  Grobvenor  Tarbell. 
Gift  of  children  of  William  Stevens  Houghton,  as  a  memorial 

of  their  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her  hus. 

band. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Eliahn  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial  of 

their  son. 
Gift  of  Tlioinas  Jefferson  Coolldge. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Klizabetli  F.  Noble  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Klizabctli  Tjiber  of  New  Bedford. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Ventre?s. 
Gift  of  Thatcher  Magoun. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevlns. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Cariie  R.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 

Horatio  Lyon. 
Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 
Be<|uest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother, 

Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 
Be(|uest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by 

the  city. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 
Glftof  Alfred  T.  Lilly. 
Gift  of  children  of  Edmund  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a 

memorial  of  their  parents. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 
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North  Brookfield, 
northfield,     . 
North  Reading, 
Norton, 
Norwood,  . 

Orleans,    . 

Peabodt,    . 

Pemrrokb  {BryanivUle) 

Pepperell, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfield, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 

Provincetown, 

QUINCY, 

Randolph, 
Rehoboth, 
Revere, 
Rochester, 

MyLLEM,  •         •         • 

Scituate,  North, 
Shirley,     . 
Shrewsbury.    . 
southbridge,  . 
South  Hadley. 
Spencer, 
Springfield,    . 
Sterling,   . 

Stockbridge,   . 
Stow,  . 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury,    . 
Sunderland, 
Swansea,    .  •    . 
uxbridge,  . 
Walpole,  . 
Ware,  . 
Warren,     . 
Watertown,     . 
Wayland,  . 
Welleslby, 
West  Brookfield, 
Westford, 
Westminster,  . 
Westwood, 
Weymouth, 

South  Wejfmauth, 
Williamsburg, 

HaydenvilUt  . 
WOBURN,      . 

Wrentham, 
Yarmouth, 


Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Hasion. 

Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchbnrg. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton. 

Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter.  Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 
Built  partly  by  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Rozilla  Cobb. 
Bequest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  New  York. 
Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  William  G.  Russell. 
Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnow,  as  a  family  memorial. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Crane. 
Gi  ft  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Turner. 
Gifts  of  Darius  Goff  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bedford. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 
Gift  of  Silas  Pelrce  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife. 
Built  mainly  by  bequest  of  Mrs.  Betsey  D.  Hazen. 
Bequest  of  Jubal  Howe. 
Gift  of  Holmes  Ammidown  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  William  H.  Gaylord. 
Gift  of  Richard  Sugden. 

Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association.  \ 

Gift  of  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

daughter,  Elizabeth  Anne. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 
Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  for  estate  of  John  Witt 

Randall. 
Bequest  of  George  B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

father,  Joshua  Hyde. 
Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  John  Long  Graves. 
Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  others.  ^ 
Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 
Built  by  IToIlis  H.  Hunnewell  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 
Gift  of  Hollls  H.  Hunnewell. 
Gift  of  Charles  Merriam  of  Springfield. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Varnum  Fletcher. 
Bequest  of  Charles  A.  Forbush. 
Gift  of  Howard  Colbum. 

Gift  of  Quincy  Tufts  and  his  sister.  Miss  Susan  Tufts. 
Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 
Bequest  of  Stephen  Meekins. 
Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Haydcn. 

Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiah  J.  Flske. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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[Revised  Laws,  1902,  Chapter  38.] 

General  Provision. 

Section  1 .  Library  corporations  and  associations  which  have  been 
legally  established  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  restrictions  attaching  thereto. 

Law  Libraries. 

Sbction  2.  Attorneys  at  law  who  have  been  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  and  who  are  resident  in  a  county 
for  which  there  is  no  law  library  association  may  organize  as  a  cor- 
poration, under  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  by  the  name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  such  county, 
and  may  adopt  by-laws  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
superior  court. 

Section  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  have  access  to  the 
library  and  may  use  the  books  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  by-laws. 

Section  4.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law  library 
associations  in  their  respective  counties  all  sums  which  are  paid  into 
the  county  treasuries  during  the  year  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year. 
They  may  also  pay  to  said  associations  such  further  sums  as  the 
county  commissioners  may  consider  are  necessary  and  proper.  All 
sums  which  are  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  and  enlarge  such 
libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  of  citizens.  The  treasurer  of 
the  law  library  association,  before  receiving  any  money  from  the 
county  treasurer,  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  commissioners,  for  the  faithful  application  of  such  money,  and 
that  he  will  make  a  return  annually  to  them,  under  oath,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  expended. 

Section  5.  Each  law  library  association  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  serge&nt-at-arms,  immediately  after  their  publication,  one 
copy  of  the  legislative  documents  of  the  senate  and  house,  the  journal 
of  the  senate  and  the  journal  of  the  house. 
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City  and  Town  Libraries. 

Section  6.  A  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain  poblic 
libraries  for  the  ase  of  its  inhabitants,  under  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  city  coancil  or  by  the  town,  and  may  receive,  hold  and  manage 
any  gift,  bequest  or  devise  for  such  library.  The  city  council  of  a 
city  or  the  selectmen  of  a  town  may  place  in  such  library  the  books, 
reports  and  lawa  which  may  be  received  from  the  commonwealth. 

Trustees  of  Town  Libraries. 

Section  7.  A  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the 
support  of  a  free  public  library,  or  free  public  library  and  reading 
room,  owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special 
meeting,  unless  the  same  has  been  acquired  entirely  or  in  part 
through  some  gift  or  bequest  which  contains  other  conditions  or  pro- 
visions for  the  election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management 
which  have  been  accepted  by  the  town,  elect  by  ballot  a  board  of 
trustees  consisting  of  any  number  of  persons,  male  or  female,  divis- 
ible by  three,  which  the  town  determines  to  elect.  When  sach  boaid 
is  first  chosen,  one-third  thereof  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  one- 
third  for  two  years  and  one-third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one- 
third  shall  be  elected  annually  for  the  term  of  three  years.  The 
board  shall,  from  its  own  number,  annually  choose  a  chairman  and 
secretary  and,  if  the  town  so  votes,  a  treasurer,  who  shall  give  a  bond 
similar  to  that  given  by  the  town  treasurer,  in  an  amount  and  with 
sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  selectmen.  The  town  treasurer 
shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees  until  the  town  other- 
wise directs. 

Section  8.  The  board  shall  have  the  custody  and  management 
of  the  library  and  reading  room  and  of  all  property  owned  by  the 
town  relating  thereto.  All  money  raised  or  appropriated  by  the  town 
for  its  support  and  maintenance  shall  be  expended  by  the  board,  and 
all  money  or  property  which  the  town  may  receive  by  gift  or  bequest 
for  said  library  and  reading  room  shall  be  administered  by  the  board 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  gift  or  bequest. 

Section  9.  The  board  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  town  of 
its  receipts  and  expenditures  and  of  the  property  in  its  custody,  with 
a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  and  of  any  gifts  or 
bequests  which  it  holds  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  its  recommenda- 
tions. 

Section  10.  The  provisions  of  the  three  preceding  sections  shall 
not  apply  to  library  associations,  nor  to  a  library  organized  under  a 
special  act. 
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Board  of  Free  Public  Librart  Commissioners. 

Srction  11.  There  eball  be  a  board  of  free  public  library  commis- 
■ioners  oonsisting  of  five  persoDS,  residents  of  the  commoDwealth,  one 
of  whom  shall  annaally  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The  governor 
shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

SscnoN  12.  No  member  shall  receive  any  compensation,  but  the 
board  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  pay- 
able by  the  commonwealth,  for  clerical  assistance  and  for  other  neces- 
sary expenses.  It  shall  annually  in  January  make  a  report  to  the 
general  court. 

Skotion  13.  The  board  shall  advise  the  librarian  or  trustees  of 
any  free  public  library  relative  to  the  selection  or  cataloguing  of 
books  and  any  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  admin- 
istration of  the  library. 

Sbction  14.  Said  board  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  library 
trustees  of  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of  sections 
sixteen  and  seventeen,  and  which  has  no  free  public  library  owned 
and  controlled  by  the  town,  expend  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars 
for  books  to  be  selected  and  purchased  by  said  board  and  delivered 
to  said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library. 

SscnoN  15.  If  a  town,  the  valuation  of  which  is  not  more  than 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  which  has  a  free  public  library,  has 
complied  with  all  laws  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  such  library, 
and  the  trustees  of  the  library  provide,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
board,  for  the  distribution  of  books  in  different  parts  of  the  town 
where  such  distribution  is  necessary,  by  means  of  branch  libraries  or 
deliveries,  and  for  practical  and  effective  means  of  rendering  the  library 
useful  to  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  the  public  schools  in  such  town, 
the  board  may  expend,  in  such  amounts  and  at  such  times  as  they  de- 
termine, not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  each  free  public  library  owned  and  controlled  by  such  town. 

SicnoN  16.  A  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
three  preceding  sections  until  it  accepts  the  same  or  has  accepted  the 
corresponding  provisions  of  earlier  laws  and  has  elected  a  board  of 
lilnrmry  trustees  as  provided  in  section  seven,  nor  until  said  trustees 
have  made  provision  satisfactory  to  said  commissioners  for  the  care 
and  distribution  of  the  books  furnished  by  them. 

Section  17.  Such  town  shall,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was 
one  million  dollars  or  over,  annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax, 
or  otherwise  provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public 
library,  not  less  than  fifty  dollars ;  if  such  valuation  was  less  than 
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one  million  dollars  and  not  less  than  two  handred  and  fifty  thoas&ndt 
not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars ;  and  if  such  valuation  was  less  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars. 

Appropriation  of  Monet  for  Libraries,  etc. 

Section  15,  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  towm 
may  appropriate  money  '^  for  the  establishment,  maintenance  or  in- 
crease of  a  public  library  therein,  and  for  the  erection  or  provision 
of  suitable  buildings  or  rooms  therefor." 

*'*'  For  maintaining  a  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants  hare 
«free  access  and  of  which  they  have  the  use,  and  for  establishing  and 
maintaining  a  public  reading  room  in  connection  with  and  under  the 
control  of  the  managers  of  such  library." 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  163,  chapter  102  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that 
money  received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  ^*  shall  be 
expended  for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools." 

Defacing  or  Wilful  Detention  of  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

Sections  83  and  84,  chapter  208  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provide  that 
'^  whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly  and 
without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book, 
plate,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet, 
manuscript  or  statue  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  pub- 
lic or  incorporated  library  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
five  nor  more  then  fifty  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than 
six  months." 

*'*'  Whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly 
and  without  cause,  detains  a  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet, 
or  manuscript  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  public  or 
incorporated  library  for  thirty  days  after  a  notice  in  writing  from  the 
librarian  thereof,  containing  a  copy  of  this  section  and  given  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  which,  by  the  regulations  of  such  library,  such 
book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet  or  manuscript  may  be  kept, 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twenty- 
five  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months." 

Disturbing  Public  Libraries. 

Section  33,  chapter  212  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  ^^  who- 
ever wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library,  or  a 
reading  room  connected    therewith,  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any 
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other  manner  daring  the  time  when  such  library  or  reading  room  is 
open  to  the  public  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not  more 
than  thirty  days  or  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars." 

Land  mat  be  taken  for  Librart  Buildings. 

Section  47  of  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws  provides  that  ^^  any 
land  within  the  limits  of  a  city  or  town  not  appropriated  to  public 
nses  "  may  be  taken  ^^  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  building 
td  be  used  for  a  public  school,  a  library,  or  an  engine  house,  or  for 
the  enlargement  of  a  lot  of  land  taken  or  used  for  such  purpose,"  — 
but  the  land  thus  taken  may  not  exceed  two  acres  in  extent. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  provisions  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws,  each  town  and 
city  library  is  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Manual  of  the  General 
Courts  the  Blue  Book,  and  a  copy  of  the  series  of  public  documents. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


To  the  HoftorabU  SencUe  and  House  of  BepreserUatives. 

In  aceordanee  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission was  organized,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its 
fourteenth  report,  covering  the  calendar  year  1903. 

The  Commission. 

The  Hon.  Henry  S.  Nourse  was  reappointed  for  the  full  term 
of  five  years,  but  died  November  14,  and  Mr.  Deloraine  P. 
Corey  of  Maiden  has  been  appointed  his  successor. 


§enrp  Stcbman  Nourae. 

Born  April  9,  1831,  Lancaster;  died  Nov.  14,  1903,  Lancaster. 

Member  of  Commission,  1890-1903. 

Born  of  the  fine  fibre  of  native  New  England  parentage ; 
nurtured  amid  scenes  glowing  with  the  romance  of  history ; 
graduated  fi^om  Harvard  half  a  century  ago,  with  eminent  men 
for  his  classmates ;  teacher  of  the  classics  in  one  of  the  most 
fiimous  of  American  preparatory  schools ;  a  true  soldier  on 
many  battlefields,  who  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea ; 
constructive  engineer  of  many  important  works ;  pure,  high- 
minded  legislator  for  his  town  in  the  House  and  his  district  in 
the  Senate  ;  faithful  historian  by  nature  and  instinct,  with  con- 
genial honors  from  associates  in  the  great  historical  societies 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  loving  husbandman  of  the  records  of 
his  native  town  and  its  people.  Enriched  with  experience  in 
these  and  other  paths  of  private  trust  and  civic  honor,  he 
came  willingly  and  heartily  to  the  service  of  this  commission. 
Appointed  one  of  its  original  members  in  1890,  he  was  twice 
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reappointed,  and  the  closing  hours  of  his  life  found  him  active 
in  the  work  he  loved.     The  conunission  has  held  more  than  a 
hundred  and  fifty  meetings,  and,  though  further  removed  by 
time  and  distance  than  any  of  his  associates,  his  seat  was  vacaled 
for  the  first  time  by  death.     His  cheerful  readiness  to  devote  his 
time  and  ability  to  its  interests  —  notably  in  the  preparatioD 
of  its  historical  ninth  report — has  produced  more  lasting  results 
than  the  work  of  any  other  member.     He  had  the  highest  ideal 
of  the  public  library  as  the  fountain  of  popular  intelligence 
and  the  treasure  house  of  local  history.     Wise,  discreet,  pro- 
gressive, his  mature  thought  and  his  loving  interest  were  mod- 
estly, unselfishly  and  with  tireless  industry  given  to  the  cause 
this  commission  was  established  to  promote.     He  was  not  bom 
for  himself  alone,  but  to  be  of  service  to  his  fellowman. 

Independent  and  vigorous  in  the  expression  of  his  own 
opinions,  he  always  had  that  considerate  regard  for  the  opinions 
of  others  that  endeared  him  in  an  unusual  degree  to  all  his 
associates.  Tender,  genial,  helpful,  he  fulfilled  the  oriental 
idea  of  a  friend,  —  one  who  renders  assistance,  who  is  faithful 
in  prosperity  and  adversity,  who  gives  judicious  advice  and 
shows  kindness  of  feeling. 

Those  who  survive  in  the  afterglow  of  his  life  are  rich  in  its 
memories  and  in  the  stimulus  of  his  devoted  enthusiasm. 


Books  supplied  during  the  Year. 

The  town  of  Lakeville  has  been  supplied  with  $100  worth  of 
books  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890, 
it  having  established  a  free  public  library. 

The  following  towns  have  been  supplied  with  a  first  install- 
ment of  books,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  233  of  the  Acts 
of  1900:  — 

Blandford,  Prescott, 

Lakeyille,  Mount  Washington.  —  4. 

The  second  installment,  completing  in  each  case  the  $100 
worth  allowed  by  law,  has  been  supplied  to  the  following 
towns :  —  . 
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Ashby, 

Erving, 

Rowe, 

Beikle?, 

Florida, 

Russell, 

Carlisle, 

Mendon, 

Rutland, 

ColraiD, 

Norfolk, 

Truro, 

Eastham, 

Rochester, 

Wales.  — 16 

Towns  still  entitled  to  Benefit  under  the  Law. 
The  full  allowance  of  $100  worth  :  — 


Alford, 

Gill, 

Shutesbury, 

Auburn, 

T«anesborough, 

Southampton, 

B<>yl8ton, 

Middleton, 

Washington.  — 13 

Clarksburg, 

New  Marlborough, 

Egremont, 

Savoy, 

?he  second  allowance  is  due  to  the  following  towns  :  — 

Alford, 

Halifax, 

Oakham, 

Auburn, 

Hampden, 

Orleans, 

Berlin, 

Hancock, 

Otis, 

Blandford, 

Hawley, 

Paxton, 

Bolton, 

Heath, 

Pelham, 

Boxborough, 

Holland, 

Peru, 

Boylston, 

Huntington, 

Phillipston, 

Brimfield, 

Lakeville, 

Plainfield, 

Charlemont, 

Lanesborough, 

Plyrapton, 

Chester, 

Leverett, 

Prescott, 

ChUmark, 

Leyden, 

Royalstou, 

Clarksburg, 

Mash  pee, 

Sandisfield, 

Dana, 

Middlefield, 

Savoy, 

Dunstable, 

Middleton, 

Shutesbury, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Monroe, 

Southampton, 

Egremont, 

Monterey, 

South  wick. 

Gay  Head, 

Montgomery, 

Sunderland, 

Gill, 

Mount  Washington, 

Tolland, 

Goshen, 

New  Ashford, 

Tyngsborough, 

Goenold, 

New  Braintree, 

Tyringham, 

Granby, 

New  Marlborough, 

Warwick, 

Granville, 

New  Salem, 

Washington, 

Greenwich, 

North  Reading, 

Whately.  —  69. 

Towns  classified  as  to  Libraries, 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  firee  library  facilities  they  now  enjoy  :  — 
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Toums  which  have 

Abington, 
Acushnet, 
Adams, 
Agawam, 
Alford, 
Amesbury, 
Andoyer, 
Arlington, 
Ashbumham, 
Ashby, 
Ashland, 
Athol, 

Attleborough, 
Auburn, 
Avon, 

Bellingham, 
Belmont, 
Berkley, 
Berlin, 
Beverly, 
Blackstone, 
Blandford, 
Bolton, 
Boston, 
Bourne, 
Boxborough, 
Boylston, 
Bridgewater, 
Brimfield, 
Brockton, 
Brookfield, 
Brookline, 
•    Burlington, 
Cambridge, 
Canton, 
Carlisle, 
Carver, 
Chariemont, 
Charlton, 
C'helmsford, 
Chelsea, 
Chester, 
Chesterfield, 
Chicopee, 


Class  1. 

libraries  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
circulation  to  all  the  people, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dalton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dracut, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitch  burg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gay  Head, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

lladley, 


town  and  free  for 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hard  wick, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Hoi  brook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

HoUiston, 

Hopedale. 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lakeville, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 
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Medfort], 

Med  way, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimae, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Milli9, 

MiltOD, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Moant  Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ash  ford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newbury  port. 

New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andoyer, 

North  Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 


Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

RoyaUton, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savov, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelburne, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southampton, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

South  wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Swansea, 

Taunton, 


Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

TyriDgham, 

Unton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridgewater, 

West  Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Westwood, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.  —  274. 
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Towns  which  have  free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bemardslon, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cuinniington, 

Dan  vers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Towns  in  which  there 
moneys  but 

Amherst, 
Ashfield, 
Box  ford, 
Brewster, 
Chatham, 
Cheshire, 
Cottage  City, 
Dux  bury, 
Gardner, 


Class  2. 

libraries  in  which  the  town 
in  the  management. 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Class  3. 


has  some  represerUaim 

Maiden, 

Methuen, 

Norton, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Woburn.  —  36. 


are  Jree  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates 
is  not  represented  in  the  mafiagement. 


(ireat  Barrington, 

Harwich, 

Lee, 

Monson, 

Nantucket, 

Xorth  bridge. 

Palmer, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 

Class  4. 


Scituate, 
Stockbridge, 
Tisbury, 
Ware, 
Wellesley, 
Westhampton, 
West  Tisbury, 
Worthington.  —  26. 


Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the 

town. 

Barnstable,  Fairhaven,  Norwell, 

Becket,  Gloucester,  Raynham, 

Billerica,  Hopkinton,  Rehoboth, 

Buckland,  Ipswich,  Wareham, 

Easton,  Marion,  Yarmouth.  — 16. 

Class  5. 

Towtis  which  have  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places. 

Newbury, Newburyport  Public  Library. 

Washington, Becket  Athenseum.  —  2. 

The  James  Library  in  Norwell  has  been  made  free  to  all  the 
people,  and  now  every  town  in  the  State  has  the  privilege  of  a 
free  library. 
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Notes  of  Progress  from  the  Libraries. 

From  the 'replies  to  a  circular  letter  of  inquiry  sent  to  the 
)rarians  of  the  over  400  free  public  libraries  of  Massachu- 
tts,  and  from  the  annual  repoiis  of  the  town  and  city  trus- 
ea,  have  been  derived  the  following  notes.  They  indicate  a 
;ry  satisfactory  gro\vth  of  usefulness  and  prosperity  in  our 
)raries  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

BiNOTON.  Fix)m  the  proceeds  of  a  concert  given  in  1901  and  a  gift 
from  the  Woman's  Afternoon  Club,  supplemented  by  a  small 
sum  from  the  town  appropriation,  a  new  encyclopaedia,  very 
much  needed,  has  been  purchased  for  the  main  library. 
Throagh  strict  economy  in  bindiug  and  other  items,  new  sets  of 
Scott  and  Dickens  have  been  obtained. 

CTON.  In  October  a  valuable  oil  painting  was  presented  to  the 
library  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Raymond  of  Boston,  in  memory  of  his 
father,  who  was  born  in  Acton ;  this  picture  has  been  placed 
in  the  room  where  the  books  are  kept,  and  hung  above  the 
librarian's  table.  It  is  said  to  be  by  one  of  the  old  masters, 
and  represents  an  old  gipsy  woman  telling  a  peasant  girl  her 
fortune.  Another  gift  was  that  of  a  case  of  stuffed  native 
birds,  which  promises  to  be  a  beautiful  and  appropriate  orna- 
ment of  the  reading  room.  The  library  has  also  received  a 
bequest  of  $4,000  from  its  early  benefactor,  the  Hon.  William 
A.  Wilde  of  Maiden ;  Mr.  Wilde,  who  was  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best  known  residents  of  Maiden,  died  suddenly  on  the 
second  of  December,  1902.  In  the  early  summer  the  librarian. 
Miss  Viola  S.  Tuttle,  who  for  six  years  had  performed  the 
duties  of  that  office  in  a  very  acceptable  manner,  resigned,  by 
reason  of  overwork  and  impaired  health.  The  trustees  unani- 
mously elected  Mr.  Arthur  F.  Davis  to  succeed  Miss  Tuttle 
as  librarian. 

ousHMET.  Gifts  of  single  books  have  been  occasionally  received. 
The  circulation  is  increasing,  and  the  library  seems  to  be  a  more 
prominent  factor  in  town  than  formerly. 

DAMS.  In  the  selection  of  books  for  the  past  year  especial  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  addition  of  books  of  reference. 
Patronage  of  the  reference  room  is  increasing  every  month. 
Two  lists  of  new  books  added  to  the  library  have  been  printed 
for  free  distribution  to  patrons,  and  it  is  probable  such  a  list 
will  be  issued  twice  a  year. 
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Amesbury.  The  most  important  change  in  the  library  this  year  has 
been  tlie  cataloguing  of  the  books  by  the  Cutter  system  of  classi- 
fication. The  library  has  used  the  Browne  charging,  system  since 
September,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory.  Several  pictures,  a  valu- 
able set  of  art  books,  a  collection  of  stuffed  birds,  minerals  and 
arrow  heads,  also  a  valuable  file  of  local  papers,  have  been 
received.  During  the  year  the  Hon.  Robert  T.  Davis  of  Fall 
River,  a  former  citizen  of  the  town,  signified  his  appreciation  of 
the  library  by  the  generous  donation  of  $500,  to  be  used  at  the 
discretion  of  the  trustees.  Mr.  Moses  N.  Huntington  of  this 
town  has  given,  as  a  memorial  to  his  sister,  Rutli  A.  Huntington, 
a  card  catalogue  case,  cases  for  periodicals,  pictures  and  reference 
books,  at  a  cost  of  $500.  Mrs.  McAllister  has  presented  a  fine 
engraving. 

Amherst.  Three  of  the  narrow  alcoves  at  one  end  of  the  library 
were  thrown  together  into  a  small  room  for  the  children.  This 
was  effected  without  material  loss  of  shelf  room,  and  has  made  the 
library  much  more  available  to  the  younger  readers,  this  separation 
being  also  to  the  advantage  of  the  older  frequenters  of  the  library. 

Andover.  The  superintendent  of  the  Cornell  Art  Collection  reports 
the  daily  average  of  attendance  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year, 
although  the  art  room  was  closed  for  nearly  two  weeks  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  small-pox,  and  for  a  longer  period 
during  the  coal  famine.  This  shows  that  the  interest  taken  in 
this  important  feature  of  the  library  is  not  one  of  merely  transient 
interest,  but  that  it  is  of  lasting  attractiveness  and  usefulness, 
especially  to  the  children  and  youth  of  the  town. 

Arlington.  The  use  of  the  reading  room  both  on  week  days  and  on 
Sundays  shows  a  gain.  The  public  has  made  good  use  of  the 
opportunity  of  selecting  books  directly  from  the  shelves,  while 
the  library  has  not  lost  thereby  a  single  volume.  Exhibitions 
of  photographs  are  given  each  month. 

AsiiFiELD.  The  value  of  the  library  as  part  of  an  educational  sys- 
tem is  coming  to  be  more  and  more  appreciated.  Many  new 
books  have  been  added,  which  have  proved  useful  to  the  teachers 
and  pupils  in  their  work  on  various  subjects  not  found  in  the 
regular  text  books. 

Ashland.  The  offer  of  $10,000  for  a  library  building,  received 
from  Andrew  Carnegie,  was  referred  to  a.  committee  of  fifteen  to 
report  in  April.  This  committee  reported  unanimously  in  favor 
of  receiving  the  gift,  and  the  town  voted  to  do  so.  Abner  Green- 
wood offered  a  suitable  site  on  Front  Street,  which  was  also 
accepted. 
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Athol.  The  Browne  charging  system  has  been  introduced,  and  since 
moving  into  the  new  quarters  open  shelves  have  been  inaugu- 
rated. It  is  proposed  to  have  the  library  open  every  afternoon. 
The  will  of  the  late  Alpheus  Harding  of  Boston  contains  a 
bequest  of  $300  to  the  Athol  Public  Library  for  the  purchase  of 
books. 

Attleborough.  The  past  year  has  been  a  most  successful  one. 
There  has  been  an  increase  in  circulation  of  nearly  9,000  vol- 
umes. The  growth  in  circulation  is  largely  due  to  the  effort  that 
has  been  made  to  induce  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  to  use  the 
library  freely.  Early  in  the  year  the  ' '  Graded  Course  in  Reading,'' 
prepared  by  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  the  librarian,  was 
distributed  among  the  schools,  and  a  copy  given  to  every  child 
above  the  third  grade.  The  result  was  that  the  library  literally 
swarmed  with  children.  Some  came  just  for  the  novelty  of 
the  thing,  but  with  the  majority  the  interest  hafs  been  perma- 
nent. In  March  the  experiment  was  tried  of  extending  library 
privileges  to  the  rural  school  districts.  The  children  sent  in  lists 
of  books  wanted,  these  books  were  selected  and  carried  back  and 
forth  by  boys,  the  library  paying  the  car  fare.  Now  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  to  have  the  books  delivered  by  the  rural 
delivery,  which  is  much  more  satisfactory.  The  books  are 
changed  ever}'  two  weeks.  The  percentage  of  fiction  added  this 
year  has  been  somewhat  smaller  than  usual.  During  the  year 
Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Wilmarth  resigned  her  position  as  librarian, 
and  Mrs.  Eleanor  S.  Carpenter  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Auburn.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  1902  the  town  passed  a  vote 
directing  that  a  note  should  be  given  the  trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  for  the  amoupt  of  the  library  fund.  This  action 
on  the  part  of  the  town  was  gratifying  to  all  concerned. 

Avon.  The  establishment  of  a  branch  library  at  the  GiflPord  school, 
in  charge  of  Principal  Carroll,  is  a  feature  which  adds  to  the 
present  value  of  the  library.  Books  are  loaned  by  the  principal 
for  indefinite  periods,  as  required  by  the  studies  in  literature. 
In  the  reading  room  will  be  found  the  encyclopaedia  which  had 
been  loaned  to  the  high  school,  the  pupils  of  which  had  through 
their  own  endeavors  raised  a  sum  almost  sufficient  for  a  new  set, 
when  the  trustees  gave  them  the  sum  of  $10,  believing  that  the 
efficiency  of  each  department  would  thereby  be  strengthened. 

Ater.  There  has  been  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  books 
taken  fi-om  the  library,  as  well  as  in  the  number  of  readers,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  between  600  and  700  more  books  having  been 
isBued  by  the  librarian  than  in  any  previous  year.     Special  atten- 
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tion  has  been  given  to  the  addition  of  books  to  aid  pupils  in  their 
school  work,  and  courses  of  reading  have  been  mapped  out  by  the 
teachers  as  a  part  of  the  regular  course.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
trustees  in  the  purchase  of  books  to  keep  in  mind  the  ever-grow- 
ing need  of  the  school  children. 

Barre.  Open  shelves  have  been  tried  for  six  months,  with  success. 
Books  to  a  very  limited  extent  have  lately  been  carried  to  out- 
lying places  in  town.  Dr.  George  A.  Brown  has  presented  a 
set  of  facsimiles  of  manuscripts  of  famous  people,  which  have 
been  exhibited  several  times,  and  which  are  available  for  refer- 
ence at  any  time  to  persons  who  may  desire  to  consult  them. 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Lane  resigned  the  position  of  librarian, 
having  been  appointed  librarian  of  Atlanta  University. 

Bedford.     A  bequest  of  8100  has  been  received  during  the  year. 

Belchertown.  The  new  method  adopted  Dec.  1, 1902,  gives  patrons 
access  to  the  shelves.  It  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  for- 
ward many  books  not  much  in  use  before  the  ^^  open-shelf  sys- 
tem "  was  in  use,  and  it  is  helpful  to  children,  who  learn  much 
more  in  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  books  and  their  clas- 
.  sification  than  by  the  delivery  from  the  desk. 

Bellinghaai.  The  library  has  been  more  frequently  used  for  refer- 
ence than  any  previous  year. 

Belmont.  The  Belmont  Public  Library  has  occupied  its  new  build- 
ing since  June  17,  1902.  The  public  was  then  given  free  access 
to  the  shelves,  and  after  Sept.  1,  1902,  the  library  was  open 
every  day  but  Sunday,  instead  of  three  days  a  week,  as  formerly. 
Miss  Ada  Thurston  became  librarian  on  Sept.  1,  1902,  and  dur- 
ing the  year  with  the  open  shelves  no  book  has  been  lost  from 
the  general  library,  and  only  a  few  from  the  children's  room.  In 
the  children's  reading  room  are  arranged  the  books  intended  for 
juvenile  use ;  the  children  have  direct  access  to  them,  and  a  place 
of  their  own  in  which  to  read  them.  The  increase  of  circulation 
was  3,616,  —  an  increase  of  more  than  25  per  cent,  over  the 
preceding  year.  Miss  Thurston  resigned  the  librarianship,  her 
resignation  taking  effect  on  Nov.  1,  1903,  and  Miss  Florence  E. 
Whitcher  was  appointed  librarian. 

Beverly.  During  the  autumn  libraries  have  been  placed  in  four 
schools.  The  books  are  kept  for  three  or  four  months  in  each 
school,  when  they  are  to  be  exchanged.  The  circulation  shows 
a  gain  of  nearly  5  per  cent.  The  circulation  of  works  in  natural 
science  is  greater  by  400  than  last  year.  The  experiment  of 
using  the  books  without  paper  covers,  which  was  begun  three 
years  ago,  is  successful;   the  books  are  returned  in  decidedly 
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better  order  than  formerly.  The  library  has  subscribed  to  the 
Tabard  Inn  Library  and  the  Library  of  Congress  cards.  A 
sum  of  $100  was  given  by  Miss  E.  P.  Sohier  for  buying  books 
for  the  schools. 

Blandford.  Mrs.  Porter,  who  so  kindly  sends  new  books  from  time 
to  time,  has  generously  insured  the  library  and  contents  for 
$10,000  for  a  term  of  three  years.  She  gave  the  library  an  oil 
portrait  of  her  son,  John  Addison  Porter ;  she  also  gave  a  book 
case  for  the  volumes  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  and  11 
new  volumes  of  the  Encyclopaedia,  bringing  it  up  to  date. 

Bolton.  The  Whitney  Memorial  Library,  described  in  our  report 
for  1903,  pix)ves  upon  completion  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
the  small  libraries  in  New  England.  The  formal  laying  of  the 
comer-stone  was  delayed  until  June  17,  when  Dr.  Robert  T. 
Edes,  son  of  the  late  Rev.  R.  S.  Edes  of  ^Boston,  delivered  the 
chief  address.  Mrs.  J.  Wyman  Jones  has  given  the  library 
nearly  100  volumes. 

Boston.  Last  summer  the  bindery  and  printing  establishments  were 
removed  from  the  central  library  to  Stanhope  Street ;  the  room 
formerly  occupied  by  these  establishments  is  now  used  by  the 
patent  department.  A  portion  of  the  second  section  of  the  mural 
decoration  made  by  John  Singer  Sargent  for  the  librai-y  has  been 
put  in  place.  There  have  been  purchased  over  800  photographs, 
at  a  cost  of  $402.37.  A  collection  of  175  manuscript  orchestral 
scores,  representing  chiefly  masters  of  the  Italian  school,  has 
been  secured.  Three  thousand  volumes  were  given  by  Joseph 
Carter  (deceased)  of  Boston,  who  has  made  the  library  his  resid- 
uary legatee,  so  that  the  library  will  receive  some  money  from 
that  source.  The  executors  of  the  Robert  C.  Billings  estate 
gave  under  the  authority  of  his  will  $107,000  to  the  Boston  Public 
Library.  The  trustees  formally  accepted  the  legacy  on  April  24, 
setting  apart  $100,000  as  a  fund,  the  income  of  which  will  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  appropriating  $7,000  to  the 
placing  in  the  library  of  a  bas-relief  memorial  to  the  testator. 
In  May  a  bequest  of  $5,000  was  received  from  Mrs.  John 
A.  Lewis's  estate,  establishing  the  Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  fund, 
the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  purchasing  old  and  rare 
books  for  augmenting  the  collection  known  as  the  John  A. 
Lewis  Library.  Charles  Eliot  Norton  has  given  the  library 
a  file  of  broadsides,  1863-65,  of  which  he  was  editor.  A  legacy 
amounting  to  $4,154  has  accrued  from  the  estate  of  John  C. 
Paige.  Horace  G.  Wadlin  assumed  the  duties  of  librarian 
February  1. 
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Bourne.  Last  Febraary  a  fair  was  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  library ; 
the  summer  residents  were  interested,  and  with  their  contribu- 
tions $175  was  raised.  This  sum  was  expended  for  new  books. 
A  set  of  the  Century  Encyclopaedia  has  been  presented  to  the 
library.  The  summer  residents  seem  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
library,  and  occasionally  contribute,  —  usually  books. 

Braintree.  Especial  attention  was  paid  to  Old  Home  Week,  in  order 
that  the  institution  might  act  in  harmony  with  other  town  depart- 
ments. By  the  will  of  the  late  Rachael  Rebecca  Thayer  one  share 
of  stock  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  National  Bank  was  bequeathed  to 
the  library,  for  its  "uses  and  purposes." 

Bridgewater.  The  most  marked  work  of  the  past  year  has  been 
the  completion  of  the  thorough  renovation  of  the  inside  of  the 
building.  Of  especial  helpfulness  has  been  the  establishment  of 
the  reference  room,  in  which  all  the  various  reference  books  are 
placed  together.  This  room  has  been  used  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  ever  before,  thus  proving  that  it  is  a  needed  improve- 
ment, and  here  have  been  placed  from  week  to  week  the  pictures 
from  the  Library  Art  Club.  A  gift  of  75  volumes  has  been 
received  from  C.  G.  Beebe.  The  charging  cards  are  stamped 
with  the  date  the  book  is  due ;  this  is  found  to  be  a  great  con- 
venience. The  card  catalogue  case  and  cards  are  used  for  regis- 
tration list,  and  the  alphabetical  arrangement  is  found  to  be  of 
great  help. 

Brimfield.  James  Danielson  Lincoln  (born  in  Brimfield,  March  30, 
1823)  of  North  Attleborough  has  given  to  his  native  town  a 
library  building  as  a  memorial  to  his  mother,  Sarah  Danielson 
Lincoln,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Melcher  Lincoln.  It  is  built  of 
native  stone,  has  a  frontage  of  70  feet,  and  contains  a  book  room 
20  by  40  feet  and  a  reading  room  20  by  32  feet.  On  the  side 
of  the  entrance  will  be  inscribed  "  Danielson  Lincoln  Memorial." 

Brockton.  The  past  year  has  witnessed  a  notable  increase  in  the 
circulation,  especially  among  the  young  people,  as  promoted  by 
the  very  welcome  service  through  the  public  schools  and  their 
teachers.  Two  "  Travelling  Libraries,"  so  called,  of  about  50 
books  each,  were  sent  out  in  November,  one  to  the  high  school 
and  the  other  to  the  largest  grammar  school  in  the  city.  The 
former,  being  largely  adult,  will  pass,  next,  after  two  or  three 
months'  use,  to  one  of  the  two  branch  reading  rooms  at  Campello 
or  Montello;  the  latter  will,  after  a  similar  time,  pass  to  another 
grammar  school.  These  libraries  have  been  chosen  chiefly  from 
the  best  fiction  and  other  literature,  and  are  distinct  from  the 
books  of  the  school  delivery.     A  bequest  of  $3,000,  by  the  will 
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of  the  late  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Ford,  has  become  available  and  is 
invested  in  Brockton  water  bonds.  A  bequest  of  91,000,  by  the 
will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Abby  B.  Kingman,  was  announced  in 
March,  but  is  not  yet  available. 

Bbookline.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  circulation  over  pre- 
vious years.  The  younger  children  of  the  town  have  not  been 
forgotten,  and  they  have  been  encouraged  to  take  books  specially 
written  for  them  from  the  room  specially  set  apart  for  their  con- 
venience. The  public  school  wants,  too,  have  been  considered. 
The  establishment  of  a  branch  station  in  the  upper  end  of  Boyl- 
ston  Street,  and  the  delivery  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  patrons 
of  the  Union  building  and  of  the  various  fire  departments,  have 
entailed  a  labor  continuous  and  exacting.  A  new  system  for 
charging  has  been  introduced  during  the  summer,  —  the  Newark 
book  card  system. 

Cambridge.  An  arrangement  has  recently  been  made  for  sending 
books  to  the  schools  by  express.  The  library  is  fortunate  in 
having  among  its  nearest  neighbors  four  large  schools,  the 
pupils  of  which  make  direct  use  of  the  library,  and  the  volume 
of  the  school  work  is  in  consequence  greater  than  the  statistics 
of  circulation  show.  The  music  library  has  recently  been  some- 
what enlarged,  and  there  is  now  a  satisfactory  foundation  for 
what  is  destined  to  be  a  useful  and  important  department.  The 
library  has  ordered  during  the  year  printed  catalogue  cards, 
issued  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  for  most  of  the  new  copy- 
righted books  purchased,  and  also  for  a  limited  number  of  old 
books  for  which  cards  were  obtainable.  Work  is  progressing  on 
a  card  catalogue  for  the  East  Cambridge  branch,  and  a  beginning 
has  been  made  on  a  special  catalogue  of  local  history  and 
genealogy,  which  is  to  be  placed  in  the  local  history  room. 

Canton.  The  department  of  local  history  has  become  a  permanent 
feature  of  the  library,  and  during  the  year  25  volumes  have  been 
acquired.  The  reading  room  is  used  much  more  than  formerly, 
and  its  facilities  are  often  taxed  to  the  utmost.  The  use  of  the 
library  by  the  school  children  increases  steadily. 

Carver.  During  the  year  two  library  stations  have  been  established, 
one  at  North  Carver  and  the  other  at  South  Carver ;  50  books, 
which  the  people  or  those  in  charge  of  the  station  designate,  are 
kept  at  each  station,  and  are  changed  whenever  it  is  thought 
best.  The  superintendent  of  schools  gives  to  the  library  lists 
of  books  to  be  purchased  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils. 

Charlemont.  The  circulation  shows  a  gain  of  about  5  per  cent, 
over  last  year. 
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Chelmsford.  There  has  been  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  the  cir- 
culation this  year,  923  more  books  having  been  taken  from  the 
library. 

Chelsea.  The  year  has  been  a  phenomenal  one  in  the  history  of  the 
library,  as  there  has  been  an  increase  of  20,000  volumes  in  the 
total  circalation  over  that  of  1902,  and  far  exceeding  that  of  any 
previous  year.  This  increase  in  circulation  was  brought  about 
through  the  superintendent  of  schools.  He  expects  the  teachers 
to  use  the  library,  and  to  see  that  their  pupils  do  also,  —  some- 
thing never  before  accomplished.  The  will  of  the  late  W.  T. 
Bolton  of  Chelsea  contains  a  bequest  of  $500  to  the  Fitz  Public 
Library. 

Chester.  The  circulation  for  the  past  year  shows  a  gain  of  13  per 
cent,  over  the  previous  year.  The  usefulness  of  the  library  has 
been  further  increased  by  giving  the  teachers  of  the  high  school 
access  to  the  rooms  at  all  times,  with  permission  to  draw  such 
books  as  are  needed  in  the  school  work.  The  books  so  drawn 
are  not  included  in  the  circulation  above  reported. 

Clinton.  The  Bigelow  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  to  the  public 
without  dedicatory  ceremony,  in  its  commodious  and  elegant 
new  quarters,  on  August  29.  The  building  was  briefly  described 
in  the  report  of  the  commission  for  1903.  Its  total  cost,  includ- 
ing site,  is  nearly  $63,000 ;  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  being  $25,000, 
the  town's  expenditure  $23,000,  and  George  Washington  Weeks's 
bequest  $15,000,  the  price  of  the  lot.  A  further  bequest  of 
$13,000  for  library  use,  by  Mr.  Weeks,  may  be  said  to  balance 
that  much  of  the  town's  appropriation.  The  building  is  prac- 
tically fireproof,  with  Guastavino  arched  ceilings,  concrete  floors, 
tile  roof  construction,  wire  lathing,  brick  partitions,  glass  floor- 
ing in  stack  room,  etc.  A  beautiful  feature  of  inner  decoration 
is  a  frieze,  copied  from  that  on  the  front  of  the  Parthenon, 
which  enriches  the  central  delivery  room.  This  was  a  gift  from 
the  architect,  Henry  F.  Bigelow,  a  grandson  of  the  founder  of 
the  library.  The  heating  plant  consists  of  a  sectional  Puritan 
boiler,  using  both  direct  and  indirect  radiation.  The  interior 
finish  is  of  ash,  stained  to  a  uniform  dark  tint,  the  walls  being 
colored  a  light  green.  The  finely  appointed  room  for  children's 
use,  in  the  second  story,  and  the  newspaper  room  in  the  base- 
ment, with  its  special  entrance  from  the  street,  have  proved  very 
valuable  and  popular  departments  of  the  library.  The  late 
Richard  Foster  of  Clinton,  by  his  will,  dated  June  25,  1900, 
bequeathed  $20,000  for  a  public  library  building,  conditional 
upon  a  town  appropriation  of  a  like  amount.     As  the  building 
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was  erected  prior  to  his  death,  it  is  thought  the  bequest  may  be 
inoperative. 

CoHASSET.  The  Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library  building  is  designed 
in  the  colonial  style  of  architecture,  and  is  cruciform  in  plan, 
the  main  reading  rooms  making  the  long  arms  of  the  cross,  with 
the  portico  on  the  front  and  the  stack  room  in  the  rear  making  the 
short  arms.  The  walls  are  built  of  buff  brick  and  trimmings 
of  Indiana  limestone,  above  a  base  course  of  Rockport  granite. 
The  roof  is  of  copper  with  copper  gutters,  and  is  crowned  by  an 
octagonal  cupola  terminated  by  a  vane  in  the  form  of  a  mackerel, 
—  typical  of  Cohasset's  former  industry.  In  a  circular  hall 
opposite  the  entrance  is  the  general  delivery  desk,  and  close  to 
the  left  a  card  catalogue  case  let  into  the  panelling  of  the  wall. 
Beyond  the  desk,  with  an  intei'vening  lobby,  is  the  book  room, 
consisting  of  two  tiers  of  steel  stacks  with  glass  floor.  This 
room  is  of  fireproof  construction,  and  is  shut  off  from  the  main 
building  by  an  automatic  fireproof  door.  It  contains  stack  room 
for  about  13,000  volumes,  and,  by  reason  of  the  basement  being 
wholly  above  ground  on  the  rear,  it  is  made  possible  to  increase 
the  capacity  by  adding  an  equal  amount  of  shelving  below,  mak- 
ing a  total  capacity  of  26,000  volumes.  This  arrangement  of 
stacks  partly  above  and  partly  below  the  general  delivery  desk 
brings  all  of  the  books  within  easy  access.  The  whole  north 
wing  of  the  building  is  given  to  a  large  reading  room,  and  the 
south  wing  is  divided  into  a  smaller  reading  room,  an  alcove  for 
reference  books  and  a  room  for  the  use  of  the  librarian  and 
directors.  Both  reading  rooms  have  fireplaces,  and  are  panelled 
to  the  height  of  the  windows  and  finished  with  birch  in  mahogany 
color,  with  birch  floors.  The  spaces  on  either  side  of  the  vesti- 
bule are  used  for  the  janitor's  room  and  stairs  to  the  basement 
and  loft. 

Concord.  The  use  of  the  library  steadily  increases.  During  the 
past  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  1,109 
volumes.  This  gain  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  weekly  delivery  at 
Concord  Junction,  and  to  the  change  in  the  age  —  from  twelve 
years  to  ten  years  —  at  which  children  may  have  cards.  The 
use  of  the  reference  department,  of  which  no  record  is  kept,  has 
undoubtedly  increased  as  greatly.  A  weekly  delivery  of  books 
at  Concord  Junction  has  been  established  for  January,  February 
and  March.  The  collection  of  photographs  of  noted  paintings, 
begun  last  year,  now  numbers  77.  A  catalogue  of  juvenile 
books  has  also  been  printed  during  the  year.  Several  of  these 
have  been  given  to  teachers  in  the  Emerson  and  West  Con- 
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oord  schools,  for  the  use  of  children  in  their  rooms.  A  begin- 
ning has  been  made  of  putting  into  permanent  binding  the  r&z\& 
and  valuable  pamphlets,  a  considerable  number  of  which  have 
been  bound  this  year. 

Daltox.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  circulation  and  in  refer- 
ence work  during  the  past  year. 

Dedbam.  The  trustees  appreciate  the  action  of  the  town  in  the 
purchase  of  the  lot  in  the  rear  of  the  library  building,  and  its 
incorporation  into  the  lands  of  the  library.  This  action  renders 
the  handsome  library  building,  with  its  growing  collection  of 
books,  comparatively  safe  against  fire,  and  will  undoubtedly 
prove  a  wise  and  necessary  move. 

DsERnELD.  The  South  Deerfield  Town  Library  reports  an  increase 
in  the  circulation  of  300  over  last  year's  report. 

Douglas.  There  has  been  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  circulation 
during  the  past  year.  The  public  schools  have  made  an 
extensive  use  of  the  library,  a  schedule  of  reading  for  each 
grade  and  term  having  been  .prepared  by  the  superintendent  of 
schools  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian,  from  which  the 
pupils  are  supplied  with  books  for  home  reading,  upon  appli- 
cation. James  M.  Fairfield  of  Boston,  formerly  a  resident  of 
Douglas,  has  given  the  town  a  building  for  its  library.  It  is 
constructed  of  brick  and  freestone,  and  is  located  on  the  main 
street  of  East  Douglas.  The  front  doors  are  of  heavy  oak,  with 
brass  trimmings.  There  are  five  rooms  on  the  main  floor.  The 
stack  room  has  the  steel  adjustable  fixtures  for  the  shelves.  The 
librarian's  counter  and  the  card  index  cabinets  are  all  arranged 
for  the  Browne  card  system.  The  heating  is  from  hot  air  and  the 
lighting  from  an  independent  gas  plant.  All  the  furnishings  are 
of  quartered  oak,  attractive  in  design  and  elegant  in  finish.  The 
libraiy  is  now  called  *'  The  Simon  Fairfield  Public  Library." 

Dracut.  Through  the  efforts  of  Col.  Butler  Ames  the  library  has 
been  presented  with  an  oil  painting  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  who 
was  for  so  many  years  a  noted  personage  in  Dracut.  The 
picture  will  be  hung  upon  the  walls  of  the  library,  where  it  is 
hoped  before  long  to  place  others.  The  museum  is  now  ready  for 
the  reception  of  such  articles  and  collections  as  may  be  loaned. 

DuxBUKY.  During  the  past  year  Mr.  William  B.  Weston  of  Wilton 
presented  to  the  library  a  painting  of  the  brig  "  Smyrna,"  built 
in  Duxbury  in  1825  by  Ezra  Weston  &  Sons.  This  was  the 
first  American  vessel  that  bore  the  national  flag  into  the  Black 
Sea  after  it  was  opened  to  our  commerce.  Together  with  the 
painting  are  several  documents  of  interest.     Recently  the  widow 
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of  the  late  Hon.  Gershom  B.  Weston  presented  to  the  library  a 
number  of  volumes  and  engraved  portraits  of  Charles  Sumner 
and  Theodore  Parker,  and  a  photograph  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr. 
AUyn.  Mrs.  Frances  M.  Weed,  who  served  as  librarian  very 
efficiently  for  nearly  three  years,  resigned  in  December,  and 
Miss  Sara  B.  Higgins  was  elected  librarian. 

East  Bridgewater.  The  trustees  are  pleased  to  note  the  use  made 
of  the  library  by  the  schools.  This,  in  a  measure,  is  due  to  the 
teacher*s  card,  permitting  the  loan  of  five  books  at  a  time.  The 
teachers  appreciate  privileges,  and  co-operate  with  the  librarian 
to  influence  the  pupils'  choice  of  literature.  The  teachers  of 
the  grammar  school  have  been  particularly  active  in  this  respect ; 
lists  have  been  prepared  and  posted  on  the  blackboard;  their 
untiring  efforts  deserve  special  commendation.  Friday  is 
children's  day  at  the  library ;  on  that  day  an  increase  of  6  per 
cent,  is  noticed  in  juvenile  fiction.  Mrs.  Aaron  Hobart  has 
given  $50  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Mr.  Aaron  H. 
Latham  of  Brookline  has  donated  the  library  of  'his  father,  the 
late  Eliab  Latham ;  this  collection  contains  many  town  histories. 
He  also  presented  a  map  of  the  town  in  1848. 

Eastham.  a  legacy  has  been  received  from  the  Robert  C.  Billings 
estate.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  late  Matthew  Luce  of 
Boston,  one  of  the  executors  of  said  estate,  the  library  received 
$15,000,  —  $1,000  down  for  improvements,  and  the  remainder 
in  trust,  the  income  to  be  used  for  library  purposes.  The  build- 
ing, which  was  built  through  the  efforts  of  the  Village  Improve- 
ment Society  for  the  library,  has  been  given  to  the  town,  and 
the  library  trustees  are  now  having  the  building  moved  and 
raised,  as  there  is  to  be  a  basement.  A  strip  of  land  has  been 
purchased  so  as  to  make  the  lot  straight,  and  the  building  is  to 
be  moved  into  the  centre.  The  grounds  are  to  be  extensively 
laid  out.  The  large  room  in  the  basement  is  to  be  used  for 
trustee  meetings,  etc. 

Easthampton.  a  table  has  been  placed  in  the  delivery  room  for  the 
music  presented  by  Mrs.  M.  L.  Gay  lord,  which  has  been  of  inter- 
est to  the  patrons.  The  books  are  40  in  number.  Many  of  them 
which  were  in  pamphlet  form  were  bound  by  the  library.  In  all, 
the  books  have  been  drawn  150  times.  The  Hampton  Terrace 
Club  has  had  its  first  installment  of  50  books  from  the  library. 

Easton.  The  library  has  sent  out  this  year  sets  of  20  books  each  to 
the  schools.  A  plan  has  been  adopted  of  sending  these  sets  of 
books  to  be  kept  for  one  month,  the  books  to  be  on  subjects 
studied,  or  on   any  good  literature,   history,   travels  or  biog- 
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raphy,  —  not  much  fiction,  except  in  lower  grades,  for  sight 
reading,  etc.  This  plan  has  been  welcomed  by  the  teachers  in 
the  outlying  districts,  and  is  no  less  popular  in  the  village. 
Five  classes  have  been  received  for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the 
card  catalogue  and  reference  books,  such  as  Poole's  Index, 
Index  to  St.  Nicholas,  etc. 

Edgartown.  Mr.  Carnegie  has  given  the  town  $4,000  for  a  brick 
library  building ;  and  Mrs.  Caroline  Warren,  a  native  of  Edgar- 
town  and  a  resident  of  Boston,  has  given  $1,000  additional,  and 
also  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  her  summer  home,  upon  which  the 
building  is  being  erected.  The  building  will  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy by  April  of  1904. 

Enfield.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  circulation  the  past  year 
of  2,566  books.  In  November  the  Western  Massachusetts 
Library  Club  held  an  institute  in  the  Congregational  chapel,  for 
the  promotion  of  further  interest  in  books  and  reading.  The 
club  is  cordially  devoted  to  this  good  work,  and  it  gave  its 
services  freely ;  its  addresses  are  appreciated.  A  lot  has  been 
secured  for  a  library  building  site. 

Everett.  The  energy  of  the  Parlin  Library  force  has  been  devoted 
to  card  catalogue  work.  A  complete  dictionary  catalogue  of 
juvenile  books  has  been  made  for  use  in  the  children's  room ; 
the  catalogue  for  the  adult  department  has  been  revised.  Growth 
has  been  gradual,  both  in  accessions  and  circulation.  The 
money  received  from  the  Benedict  legacy  has  this  year  enabled 
the  library  to  purchase  more  expensive  works  of  reference  than 
the  annual  appropriation  would  have  warranted. 

Fairhaven.  During  the  past  year  the  principal  change  in  the 
library  has  been  the  developing  of  children's  work,  culminating 
in  devoting  a  room  entirely  to  them.  The  work  with  children 
includes,  besides  the  direction  of  their  individual  reading,  their 
education  in  the  use  of  indexes,  tables  of  contents,  reference 
books  and  the  card  catalogue.  The  system  of  charging  was 
changed  during  the  spring  to  that  commonly  known  as  the 
Newark.  The  percentage  of  fiction,  including  both  adult  and 
juvenile,  in  1900  was  73.2  ;  in  1902,  60.2.  This  decrease  may 
be  ascribed  in  part  to  greater  use  by  the  schools  of  collateral 
reading,  especially  duiing  the  fall.  The  periodical  circulation 
in  the  library  is  unusually  large,  despite  the  full  allowance  of 
two  weeks  for  each  loan.  Minor  changes  in  methods  of  charg- 
ing and  more  attention  to  individual  demands  have  resulted  in 
an  increase  of  15  per  cent,  in  circulation  and  of  100  per  cent,  in 
reference  work.     Instead  of  two  books,  each  reader  may  now 
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dmw  one  novel,  one  magazine,  and  as  many  books  classed  as 
non-fiction  as  he  may  desire. 

Fall  Riyer.  The  trustees  in  the  report  for  1901  noticed  the 
encouraging  work  being  done  in  the  children's  department. 
During  the  past  year  the  department  outgrew  the  single  room 
devoted  to  it ;  it  became  necessary  to  open  another  room.  The 
smaller  room  on  the  first  floor  is  now  used  as  a  children's  read- 
ing room,  and  the  larger  as  a  children's  library.  Books  are 
selected  at  the  cases  by  the  children.  A  constant  improvement 
is  noted  in  the  quality  of  books  called  for.  In  the  general 
reading  room  the  leading  newspapers  of  the  country  have  been 
kept  on  file  during  the  year ;  with  an  increase  in  the  appropria- 
tion, the  library  has  been  able  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  keeping 
the  papers  on  file.  The  reference  room  continues  to  be  one  of 
the  most  valuable  features  of  the  library  work. 

FiTCHBURG.  The  two- book  system,  vacation  cards,  inter-library  loans, 
special  privileges  to  clergymen  and  teachers,  co-operation  with 
the  schools  and  the  enlargement  of  the  reference  department, 
with  the  free  distribution  of  bulletins,  are  some  of  the  methods 
adopted  to  aid  readers  to  discover  and  use  the  best  books. 
Mention  may  be  made  of  a  recent  modification  of  the  charging 
system,  stamping  the  date  on  which  the  book  is  due,  rather  than 
when  taken.  The  result  at  the  end  of  the  first  month  showed  a 
decrease  in  fines,  and  very  few  over-due  notices  sent  to  delin- 
quent borrowers.  Co-operation  with  the  schools  has  been  carried 
on,  with  much  success.  Books  to  the  number  of  25  are  sent  to 
teachers  of  all  grades  that  can  use  the  library  to  advantage. 
Teachers  with  their  classes  are  invited  to  visit  the  library  from 
time  to  time.  The  library  began  the  use  of  the  printed  catalogue 
cards,  issued  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  in  November,  1901. 
With  this  library  the  arrangement  is  an  unqualified  success; 
also  the  set  of  children's  catalogue  cards  published  by  the  Car- 
negie Library  of  Pittsburg  and  the  Public  Library  of  Cleveland. 
Early  in  the  year  the  collection  of  scores  in  the  musical  depart- 
ment was  largely  increased.  This  collection  originated  by  the  gift 
of  a  few  volumes  of  piano  music  from  one  of  the  trustees ;  it  has 
now  increased  to  over  800  volumes.  It  is  accessible  to  the  public 
on  open  shelves,  and  is  for  circulation  as  well  as  reference. 

Georgetown.  The  lighter  class  of  fiction  has  been  less  in  demand 
the  last  year,  the  best  books  being  more  often  called  for.  The 
library  has  done  better  work  in  the  juvenile  department,  a  higher 
class  of  reading  being  sought.  Natural  history,  travels  and 
modem  history  have  been  read  to  a  great  extent. 
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Grafton.  It  has  become  the  policy  of  the  trustees  to  work  in 
harmony,  to  a  large  extent,  with  the  teachers  and  pupils  of 
the  schools.  Books  are  purchased  for  their  special  use,  and  the 
pupils  are  encouraged  to  read  them  by  a  system  known  as  the 
travelling  library,  a  box  of  selected  books  being  sent  at  regular 
intervals  to  the  schools  in  the  various  outlying  districts,  and 
changed  about  from  one  to  another,  as  required.  These  books 
are  largely  of  a  juvenile  class,  and  by  this  system  are  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  youngest  readers,  who  could  not  readily  go  to 
the  library  for  them. 

Granville.  The  new  library  building,  presented  to  the  town  by  the 
Granville  Libraiy  Club  and  Hon.  M.  B.  Whitney  of  Westfield, 
was  opened  to  the  public  Feb.  22,  1902.  Two  branches  have 
been  established,  one  in  Granville  Centre  and  one  in  West  Gran- 
ville. Edwin  Bancroft  Foote  of  New  York  has  given  S50  to 
buy  papers  and  periodicals  for  the  reading  room.  The  Granville 
Library  Club  supplied  games,  etc.,  for  the  amusement  ix>om; 
and  2  daily  papers,  6  weeklies  and  10  monthly  magazines  for  the 
reading  room. 

Great  Barrington.  The  increase  in  circulation  has  been  over  300 
volumes  a  month  above  that  of  last  year.  The  library  is  now 
open  eight  hours  a  day,  and  after  the  first  Sunday  in  December, 
1903,  the  reading  room  will  be  open  Sunday  afternoons  from 
4  to  6  o'clock  for  those  who  care  to  come  and  read.  This  is  an 
experiment,  and  for  the  present  will  be  kept  open  by  different 
ladies,  who  give  their  time.  The  library  is  trying  the  open-shelf 
system,  with  good  success. 

Greenfield.  The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  outnum- 
bered those  issued  the  previous  year  by  27  per  cent.  The 
juvenile  attendance  and  circulation  show  a  gratifying  increase. 
Over  half  the  number  of  school  children  have  borrowers'  cards, 
and  visit  the  library.  A  card  catalogue  of  books  for  young 
people  has  been  completed  during  the  year.  As  opportunity 
offers,  the  children  are  instructed  in  its  use.  ^'Vacation  read- 
ing" is  the  name  given  to  a  plan  to  encourage  the  reading  of 
wholesome  books  by  children  during  the  two  summer  months  of 
July  and  August.  A  selected  list  of  100  books  was  prepared. 
Each  member  who  registered  in  the  class  promised  to  read  at 
least  6  books.  Certificates  were  given  to  25  boys  and  58  girls 
who  successfully  completed  the  work.  The  plan  aroused  con- 
siderable interest  among  parents  as  well  as  children. 

Greenwich.  A  legacy  of  $475  has  been  received  from  Mrs.  R. 
Spooner. 
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Grovblanb.  Three  shelves  in  the  main  i*oom  are  open  to  the  public. 
The  Century  Dictionary,  two  sets  of  encyclopaedias,  the  Presi- 
dents' messages  and  the  latest  purchase  of  new  books  are  kept 
on  these  shelves.  This  plan  has  been  very  popular  with  the 
public.  As  the  library  is  open  only  two  evenings  and  one  after- 
noon in  the  week,  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  trustees 
have  a  key,  which  they  loan  at  their  discretion  to  any  one  wish- 
ing to  consult  the  books  of  reference  in  the  library. 

Hadlet.  The  Goodwin  Memorial  Library,  erected  in  memoiy  of 
Elder  William  Goodwin,  one  of  the  leading  settlers  of  Hadley, 
was  dedicated  in  connection  with  the  Old  Home  Week  reunion, 
Aug.  19, 1903,  with  appropriate  exercises.  A  description  of  the 
building  was  given  in  last  year's  report.  The  principal  addresses 
were  by  Bishop  Frederick  D.  Huntington ;  William  I.  Fletcher, 
the  librarian  of  Amherst  College,  and  the  author,  George  W. 
Cable  of  Northampton.  Mr.  Cable's  subject  was  '^  An  Author's 
Word  to  Readers." 

Hamilton.  Books  on  special  subjects,  which  are  of  interest  to  the 
general  reader,  have  been  furnished  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of 
the  public  schools,  to  study  clubs  and  societies.  The  principal 
of  the  South  school,  having  established  a  school  library  for  the 
pupils,  has  made  generous  selections,  which  have  been  loaned  for 
a  limited  period.  Under  her  supervision  the  pupils  have  been 
directed  and  encouraged  to  read  the  best  literature,  and  the 
number  of  books  in  circulation  has  increased. 

Hampden.  The  circulation  of  books  was  over  800  more  than  last 
year,  taken  by  a  few  less  readers,  so  that  the  average  number  of 
books  read  by  each  patron  was  greater  than  any  previous  year. 

Hardwick.  In  October  the  legacy  of  $10,000  was  received  from  the 
executors  of  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige. 

Harvard.  Within  the  past  year  the  bequest  of  the  late  Warren 
Hapgood  to  the  town  for  the  erection  of  an  annex  to  the  library 
building,  to  be  known  as  the  Hapgood  Memorial,  has  become 
available.  By  the  terms  of  Mr.  Hapgood's  will  the  sum  of 
$20,000  was  left  for  the  erection  of  the  Memorial  Annex,  and  a 
further  sum  of  $20,000  for  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of 
which  is  to  be  used  for  maintenance.  In  case  the  cost  of  the 
annex  should  be  less  than  the  $20,000  provided  for  it,  the  unex- 
pended balance  was  to  be  added  to  the  permanent  fund.  In 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  bequest,  there  has  been  erected 
an  addition  to  the  library  building,  at  a  cost  of  about  $16,500, 
comprising  rooms  for  an  art  museum,  for  the  use  of  the  local 
historical  society  and  for  other  uses.    At  the  same  time  the  stack 
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room  in  the  old  portion  of  the  building  was  partially  reconstmcted, 
and  the  town  put  in  new  stacks,  at  an  expense  of  about  $800. 
Of  the  permanent  endowment  fund,  which  will  amount  to  about 
$23,500,  a  portion  has  been  received  by  the  town  from  the  execu- 
tors of  Mr.  Hapgood's  will,  and  the  remainder  will  be  paid  as 
soon  as  the  executors  can  realize  on  the  securities  of  the  estate. 

ELlyerhill.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  10,665 
volumes  over  that  of  1901.  Mounted  pictures  as  well  as  books 
were  used  more  in  1902  than  in  1901.  On  national  holidays  and 
birthdays  of  great  men  pictures  suited  to  the  day  were  shown  at 
the  library  or  were  sent  to  the  schools.  In  the  circulation  of 
both  books  and  pictures  the  teachers  have  co-operated  most 
heartily  with  the  librarian.  Each  teacher  has  a  card,  on  which 
may  be  drawn  and  kept  for  four  weeks  10  books  suitable  for 
school  use.  Ten  travelling  libraries  of  between  50  and  60  vol- 
umes each  circulate  among  the  union  schools  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts of  the  city,  remaining  in  each  school  about  four  months. 
Systematic  work  with  the  summer  vacation  schools  was  a  new 
feature  of  the  year's  work.  Between  75  and  100  volumes  were 
sent  to  each  school,  not  to  be  circulated  at  home,  but  to  be  used 
at  the  school  by  the  pupils  or  to  be  read  aloud  by  the  teachers. 
Collections  of  pictures  were  sent  to  each  school  for  exhibition 
for  one  week  at  a  time.  The  reference  use  of  the  library  has 
increased  with  the  enlargement  of  the  reference  room.  The 
library  has  subscribed  for  printed  cards  issued  by  the  A.  L.  A. 
Publishing  Board.  Cards  will  be  received  for  United  States 
government  publications,  issued  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
etc.  Important  additions  were  gifts  and  purchases  of  Haverhill 
newspapers ;  historic  material  relating  to  Haverhill,  such  as  news- 
paper clippings,  church  registers,  etc.  The  most  valuable  single 
gift  was  that  of  Miss  Sarah  S.  Thayer,  of  bound  volumes  of  the 
''Haverhill  Gazette"  from  1828  to  1835,  covering  the  period 
when  Whittier  was  editor  of  the  paper. 

Heath.  The  libraiy  has  received  a  donation  of  over  400  books  from 
the  Conway  Library,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago, 
111.,  good  books,  and  in  good  condition. 

HoLBROOK.  In  the  selection  of  books  the  trustees  have  had  con- 
stantly in  mind  the  needs  of  the  children,  and  they  have  valued 
the  co-operation  of  the  school  teachers  in  this  direction.  The 
constant  faithfulness  of  the  librarian  extends  a  special  interest 
in  and  oversight  of  the  younger  of  this  class  of  readers. 

Holland.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  75  per  cent, 
over  that  of  last  year. 
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HoLUSTON.  The  library,  so  far  as  patronage  is  concerned,  is  very 
successful;  particularly  benefiting  pupils  and  those  who  have 
dropped  out  of  the  public  schools  before  attaining  a  higher 
grade.  The  conditional  gift  of  $10,000  made  by  Andrew 
Carnegie  for  a  public  library  building  was  accepted  at  the  March 
town  meeting,  and  an  annual  appropriation  of  91,000  was  voted 
for  library  support. 

HoLTOKE.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  has  given  $10,000  to  the  public 
library. 

HoPEDALE.  The  year  1902  has  been  the  most  successful  in  the  history 
of  the  library.  In  purchasing  books  during  the  year,  special 
attention  has  been  given  to  improving  the  department  of  travel. 
A  branch  library  has  been  established  at  South  Hopedale. 
Families  who  have  many  magazines,  and  back  numbers  in  the 
way,  bring  them  each  month  to  the  library ;  these  extra  copies 
are  taken  home  by  the  people  who  subscribe  to  none,  as  their 
property,  not  as  a  loan. 

HuBBARDSTON.  Teachcrs  and  pupils  are  allowed  free  use  of  all 
books  in  their  particular  line  of  work,  regardless  of  time  limit, 
provided  the  books  are  properly  cared  for  and  returned  within  a 
reasonable  length  of  time.  There  is  quite  a  marked  degree  of 
interest  in  nature  study  among  the  people  of  the  village.  Sets 
of  photographs  have  been  sent  to  the  library  from  the  Woman's 
Education  Association  of  Boston,  with  the  privilege  of  keeping 
them  for  two  or  three  weeks.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mrs. 
Oilman  Waite  of  Medford  the  library  has  a  set  of  fifty  pictures 
of  birds  commonly  seen  in  the  vicinity. 

Hudson.  The  first  of  the  year  the  delivery  room  was  rearranged  to 
accommodate  the  children,  and  for  their  use  stools  were  placed 
around  the  tables,  and  a  book  case  was  built.  This  has  proved  a 
success  in  two  ways ;  the  first,  that  more  room  has  been  gained ; 
the  second,  that  the  librarian  can  keep  an  eye  on  the  children. 
Miss  Grace  Whittemore,  the  librarian,  received  early  in  February 
from  Andrew  Carnegie  the  offer  of  $12,500  for  a  library  building, 
with  the  customary  proviso.  On  May  6  the  town  voted  to  accept 
the  gift,  adopting  the  report  of  a  committee  previously  appointed 
to  consider  the  matter.  The  town  also  appropriated  $1,500  to 
build  a  basement  for  the  new  building.  Mr.  E.  T.  Worcester, 
Mr.  M.  T.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Henry  Tower  are  the  building  com- 
mittee. 

Hyde  Park.  The  restriction  limiting  the  number  of  card  holders  in 
a  family  has  been  withdrawn,  and  the  age  limit  has  been  reduced 
from  twelve  years  to  ten,  so  that  now  all  residents  of  the  town 
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over  ten  years  of  age  are  entitled  to  draw  books  from  the  library. 
In  the  young  people's  department  there  has  been  a  growing  inter- 
est in  better  literature.  During  a  few  of  the  summer  weeks  Miss 
Adams  read  aloud  for  an  hour  on  Wednesday  afternoons  to  any 
who  wished  to  come.  Bits  from  choice  books  were  read,  result- 
ing in  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  children  to  read  the  books 
themselves. 

Kingston.  Owing  to  a  new  issue  of  stock  by  the  Plymouth  Cordage 
Company,  and  the  consequent  granting  of  ''rights"  to  stock- 
holders, the  library,  as  the  holder  of  ten  shares,  has  been 
enabled  to  add  to  its  permanent  fund  two  more  shares  of  Cordage 
stock,  and  to  place  $154  in  the  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  of 
Plymouth.  This  has  been  done  without  expense  to  the  town. 
A  collection  of  24  photographs,  mounted  and  fmmed,  of  the 
houses  in  the  town  of  special  historical  interest,  has  been  given 
to  the  library.  These  photographs  have  each  a  short,  concise 
description  beneath.  A  package  of  notes  and  papers,  descrip- 
tive of  the  early  history  of  the  town,  written  by  an  historian  of 
the  town,  has  also  been  received. 

Lakeville.  At  the  March  town  meeting  the  voters  of  Lakeville  at 
last  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890, 
elected  trustees,  and  established  a  free  public  library.  The 
library  was  opened  July  21.  Two  branches  in  remote  neigh- 
borhoods were  also  established ;  30  books  are  sent  to  each  and 
changed  monthly. 

Lancaster.  In  January  a  slight  change  was  made  in  the  charging 
system,  which  has  been  appreciated  by  the  public ;  the  date  when 
due  is  stamped  on  the  cards,  instead  of  the  date  when  taken  out. 
The  shelves  in  the  reading  room  are  accessible  to  the  public,  and 
on  these  are  placed  a  selection  of  about  3,000  volumes  in  travel, 
biography,  etc.,  from  which  the  readers  may  choose.  The  late 
Frank  N.  Lincoln  of  Belmont,  a  native  of  Lancaster,  left  by  will 
a  legacy  of  $500  to  the  library  of  Lancaster,  payable  after  the 
death  of  his  wife.  The  Hon.  Henry  S.  Nourse  bequeathed  $1 ,000 
to  the  library,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Lancasteriana  and  other  books,  excepting  fiction. 

Lawrence.  The  library  has  received  a  gift  of  $500  for  the  purchase 
of  reference  books,  from  the  trustees  of  the  White  fund. 

Lee.  The  juvenile  department  is  to  adopt  the  Browne  charging 
system.  Aside  from  two  or  three  individual  gifts  of  books,  the 
Young  Men's  Club  gave  88  volumes,  bought  with  money  raised 
by  a  home  talent  entertainment  in  the  winter. 


1904.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  29 

Leicesteb.  The  Springfield  Public  Library,  through  its  librarian, 
gave  250  volumes  to  the  library.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Boardman  and  Mr.  M.  G.  Clark,  the  Copeland  Library 
has  also  come  into  possession  of  a  large  number  of  valuable 
volumes  which  originally  belonged  to  the  Clappville  Lyceum* 
The  circulation  the  past  year  has  been  the  largest  ever  recorded ; 
this  increase  is  to  be  largely  attributed  to  the  children's  use  of 
the  library,  and  for  this  much  credit  is  due  the  teachers  of  the 
public  schools.  There  have  been  on  exhibition  during  the  year 
nine  collections  of  pictures. 

Lenox.  Mr.  F.  Augustus  Schermerhom  has  presented  to  the  library 
this  year  the  two  rooms  on  the  south  side  of  the  building,  recently 
occupied  by  the  Lenox  Bank,  and  at  his  own  expense  had  them 
remodelled,  so  that  now  the  library  has  the  use  of  the  entire  first 
floor  of  the  Sedgwick  building.  The  Dewey  catalogue  system 
has  been  introduced,  through  the  exertions  of  Mi*s.  Edward  R. 
Wharton  and  others. 

Leominster.  A  change,  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public,  is  the 
two- book  system,  which  allows  two  books  to  be  drawn  on  one 
card.  The  charging  system  has  been  altered,  so  that  the  date 
when  the  book  is  due  may  be  stamped,  rather  than  that  when 
taken.  This  system  is  very  satisfactory,  as  now  very  few  over- 
due notices  have  to  be  sent  out,  and  there  is  a  decrease  in  fines. 
There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reference  room  by 
teachers  and  pupils.  The  library  now  supplies  entire  classes 
from  the  high  school  and  some  of  the  higher  grades,  and  shelves 
are  reserved  for  their  special  use,  material  being  reserved  for 
each  class  as  long  as  needed.  The  teachers  make  the  work  at 
the  library  a  part  of  the  class  work.  Under  the  will  of  Robert 
C.  Billings  of  Boston,  a  legacy  of  $5,000  was  received  by  the 
library. 

Lexington.  The  home  circulation  for  1 902  increased  437  over  that  of 
the  previous  year.  The  main  library  shows  an  increased  circula- 
tion of  fiction ;  the  branch  library  figures  indicate  a  large  decrease 
in  fiction.  Eight  art  exhibitions  have  been  held  during  the  year. 
The  juvenile  department  now  boasts  of  1,939  volumes  of  the 
best  juvenile  literature,  and,  under  the  generous  oversight  of 
the  librarian,  her  assistants  and  interested  friends,  this  depart- 
ment is  proving  a  strong  help  to  child  culture. 

Lowell.  Two  years  hence  the  Public  Library  will  come  into  pos- 
session of  a  bequest  of  $140,000  from  the  estate  of  John 
Davis. 
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Lunenburg.  The  sum  of  $500  has  been  received  by  the  library  from 
the  late  Susan  M.  Howard,  a  native  of  the  town ;  the  income  of 
this  sum  is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  number 
of  books  allowed  teachers  has  been  increased,  until  they  may 
practically  take  any  number  they  may  desire  for  use  in  school 
work. 

Lynn.  Charles  W.  Bubier  of  Providence  has  given  the  library  a 
painting  by  George  Innes,  entitled  ''The  Jersey  Shore."  A 
portrait  of  Orsamus  B.  Bruce,  late  superintendent  of  schools  in 
the  city,  was  given  to  the  library  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of 
the  city;  and  a  " grandfather's  clock "  (1759)  was  bequeathed 
by  William  Henry  Harney.  In  connection  with  a  committee  of 
the  Lynn  Historical  Society,  a  department  for  the  blind  has  been 
established.  A  room  has  been  set  apart,  in  which  instruction 
by  a  blind  teacher  is  given  in  the  different  methods  of  reading. 
A  typewriting  machine  in  the  Braille  system  and  155  books  in 
various  systems  have  been  purchased.  Special  readings  have 
been  given  in  this  department  by  various  citizens  who  have  vol- 
unteered their  sei*vices. 

Malden.  The  library  has  obtained  by  purchase  a  file  of  Maiden's 
earliest  newspaper,  the  ''Maiden  Messenger,"  the  first  issue  of 
which  bears  the  date  July  16,  1856.  The  library  has  now,  with 
few  exceptions,  complete  files  of  the  "  Messenger,"  the  "  Mirror," 
the  "Tribune,"  the  "City  Press,"  the  "  Daily  News "  and  the 
"  Daily  Mail,"  with  a  few  numbers  of  several  papers  which  were 
born  and  soon  died.  The  service  of  the  school  libraries,  which 
was  introduced  in  the  latter  part  of  1901,  has  been  continued. 
The  books  of  these  libraries  are  used  by  the  pupils  both  in  school 
work  and  for  home  use.  The  annual  examinations  of  the  shelves 
showed  a  total  loss  of  46  volumes,  of  which  38  volumes  were 
from  the  open  shelves  in  the  children's  room  and  the  reference 
room.  Four  exhibitions  of  photographs  from  the  Library  Art 
Club  have  been  shown  in  the  trustees'  room.  A  series  of  exhi- 
bitions of  the  works  of  local  artists  was  begun  in  January.  These 
exhibitions  have  proved  to  be  a  feature  of  much  interest,  and 
have  drawn  many  visitors  to  the  libraiy.  The  art  gallery  has 
gained  a  worthy  addition  by  the  purchase  of  "  A  Wood  Interior," 
by  Thomas  Hill.  This  picture  came  from  the  collection  of 
Charles  O.  Elliett.  William  A.  Wilde,  a  prominent  and  useful 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  died  Dec.  2,  1902. 

Manchester.  New  and  popular  books  have  been  placed  in  the  deliv- 
ery room,  where  the  adult  visitors  can  select  for  themselves. 
For  some  years  all  persons  over  twelve  years  of  age,  and  in 
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some  cases  younger,  have  been  allowed  the  freedom  of  the 
shelves.  The  Browne  system  of  charging  has  been  adopted,  with 
success. 

Marlborough.  From  various  individuals  the  library  has  received 
nearly  3,000  volumes.  The  library  was  reopened  February  10, 
six  weeks  after  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  city  hall  and  20,000 
volumes.  The  new  library  building,  now  in  process  of  erection, 
is  to  be  a  building  of  simple  and  dignified  classic  style,  though 
not  severe.  It  is  approached  by  a  broad  flight  of  granite  steps, 
flanked  on  either  side  by  a  granite  wall.  The  basement  walls 
are  of  pink  granite ;  the  principal  walls  are  of  gray  brick,  with 
terra-cotta  trimmings  of  the  color  of  Indiana  limestone.  The 
entrance  vestibule  opens  into  the  lofty  central  hall,  22  feet  square, 
which  opens  through  arches  into  the  reading  room  on  the  right, 
25  by  30  feet ;  to  the  children's  room  on  the  left,  25  by  30  feet ; 
to  the  librarian's  room  and  stack  room  in  the  rear ;  and  to  a 
stairway  leading  to  the  trustees'  room  in  a  half  story  above.  In 
the  basement  are  a  newspaper  room,  stack  rooms,  boiler  room 
and  toilet  rooms.  The  stack  room  in  the  rear  is  a  fireproof 
building,  shut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  building  by  fireproof  doors, 
and  is  to  be  arranged  in  several  stories  from  the  basement  to  the 
roof  with  modern  steel  stacks  and  slielves.  There  is  a  fumigat- 
ing vault  in  the  basement.  The  building  is  to  be  heated  by 
steam  and  by  three  large  fireplaces,  in  the  children's  room,  read- 
ing room  and  newspaper  room.  The  building  is  to  be  lighted 
by  electricity.  The  interior  is  finished  in  quartered  oak.  The 
building  is  constructed  by  J.  F.  Warren  &  Co.  of  Marlborough; 
the  architects  are  Peabody  &  Stearns  of  Boston. 

Medfield.  The  library  has  received  a  gift  of  So, 000  from  the 
Billings  estate,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books. 

Medford.  In  January,  1903,  it  was  decided  to  try  the  experiment 
of  having  books  from  the  Bodley  Club  Library  for  the  benefit  of 
the  patrons.  By  paying  a  yearly  rental  of  $150,  the  library  has 
the  use  of  1,500  books  of  recent  publication;  the  same  amount 
of  money  would  scarcely  purchase  140  books;  125  books  are 
sent  back  every  month  if  desired,  and  125  more  sent  to  take 
their  places.  The  public  pay  nothing  for  the  use  of  the  books, 
but  they  are  given  out  in  the  same  way  as  those  belonging 
to  the  library.  In  the  children's  room  many  interesting  and 
attractive  bulletins  were  prepared  of  varied  subjects.  A  story 
hour  has  been  started  for  the  young  people;  this  has  proved 
quite  successful. 
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Melrose.  The  comer-stone  of  the  Carnegie  Library  building  was 
laid  with  due  ceremony  on  April  19,  1903.  Addresses  were 
made  by  Mayor  Buttrick,  Ex-Mayor  Larrabee,  Senator  George 
R.  Jones  and  Elbridge  H.  Goss. 

Mendon.  a  bequest  of  $27.68  has  been  received  by  the  library  from 
the  estate  of  Charlotte  A.  Joy  Mann. 

Middleborough.  The  librai*y  building  is  nearly  completed,  and  it 
is  expected  that  it  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  spring.  The 
library  is  being  recatalogued  by  a  professional  cataloguer ;  the 
Dewey-Cutter  system  is  used.  The  charging  system  is  changed. 
Early  in  the  year  the  library  had  a  bequest  of  $1,000  from  Mr. 
Joseph  E.  Beals,  one  of  the  trustees,  to  whom  the  library  owes 
its  growth  and  success  more  than  to  any  one  person.  From 
the  Thomas  S.  Pierce  legacy  the  library  receives  the  interest  of 
$50,000  for  periodicals  and  magazines. 

MiDDLEFiELD.  There  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
boys  and  girls  from  ten  years  of  age  and  upwards  among  the 
readers,  and  the  class  of  juvenile  books  is  inadequate  to  meet 
the  new  demand. 

MiLFORD.  A  room  formerly  occupied  by  the  superintendent  of  schools 
has  been  equipped  and  furnished  for  a  reference  room.  This 
was  opened  to  the  public  on  February  2,  and  the  reference  books 
and  reading  matter  have  been  taken  from  the  library  shelves  and 
placed  in  this  reading  room. 

MiLLBCRY.  Calvin  W.  Barker,  late  of  Millbury,  left  the  library 
$1,000,  which  may  be  invested  in  Tabard  Inn  stock. 

Milton.  The  circulation  and  use  of  the  library  increase  steadily, 
and  the  class  of  books  circulated  is  better  than  in  previous  years. 
The  house-to-house  delivery  in  the  Blue  Hill  and  Brush  Hill  dis- 
tricts, the  first  delivery  of  which  was  made  Jan.  2,  1902,  has 
been  a  decided  success ;  it  has  increased  the  circulation  and  the 
number  of  card  holders,  and  has  reached  many  residents  of  the 
town  who  have  never  used  the  library  before.  A  delivery  by 
messenger  is  made  every  Thursday.  At  the  regular  town  meet- 
ing, in  March,  1902,  the  town  accepted  as  a  gift  a  lot  of  land 
containing  about  one  and  a  half  acres,  on  which  to  build  a  new 
library  building.  A  sum  of  $50,000  was  appropriated  for  the 
building,  and,  since  the  original  appropriation  was  made,  $21,000 
was  added  to  the  fund  by  private  subscription.  The  building 
was  designed  by  Shepley,  Rutan  &  Coolidge.  It  is  of  red  brick, 
with  limestone  trimmings.  The  main  floor  provides  for  a  small 
reception  room,  a  children's  room,  reading  room  and  reference 
rooms,   cataloguing  room,   room   for   the  librarian,   etc.      The 
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stacks,  with  a  capacity  for  10,325  volumes,  are  on  the  main  floor. 
Above  the  main  floor  are  rooms  for  the  trustees,  rooms  for  stor- 
ing duplicates,  etc.,  and  a  room  lighted  from  overhead,  to  be 
used  for  art  exhibits.  In  the  basement  are  a  room  to  be  used 
for  historical  collections,  staff  and  janitor's  rooms,  etc. 

Monterey.  The  library  is  fairly  well  patronized.  It  tries  to  reach 
the  schools  through  the  teachers  in  the  outlying  districts,  by 
allowing  them  to  take  all  they  want,  and  by  placing  no  two- 
weeks  limit  to  the  return  of  books.  This  plan  has  worked  very 
satisfactorily.  To  reach  the  older  ones  is  not  as  easy.  The 
library  is  greatly  helped  by  the  travelling  libraries  of  the 
Woman's  Education  Association. 

Nahant.  During  the  year  the  board  of  trustees  has  tried  to  collect 
papers,  pictures  and  other  objects,  curious  or  important,  relat- 
ing to  Nahant.  A  case  for  the  exhibition  and  preservation  of 
these  things  has  been  placed  in  the  delivery  hall ;  also  a  book 
case  of  juveniles,  for  the  unrestricted  inspection  of  younger 
readers.  This  is  of  undoubted  benefit,  and  is  in  accordance 
with  the  best  modern  practice.  It  adds  interest  if  the  reader 
can  examine  the  books. 

Natick.  Morse  Institute  Library.  Through  the  kindness  of  Hon. 
George  F.  Hoar,  the  library  became  the  recipient  of  a  bronze 
memorial  tablet,  commemorative  of  the  life  and  works  of  Henry 
Wilson.  It  is  a  facsimile  of  the  one  recently  placed  in  the  Vice- 
President's  room  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  The  great  event 
of  the  year  has  been  the  presentation  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Wilson  of  a 
life-sized  picture  of  himself.  The  young  people's  library  con- 
tinues to  be  the  popular  rendezvous  for  the  children  of  all  ages. 
The  circulation  of  this  department  constitutes  one-fourth  of  the 
total  issue.  The  children  have  free  access  to  the  shelves.  The 
great  good  which  the  young  people's  library  is  affording  its 
youthful  patrons  clearly  confirms  the  wisdom  and  beneficent 
purpose  of  its  founder,  Mr.  J.  O.  Wilson.  Through  the  per- 
sonal suggestions  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers  of  the  public 
schools  many  books  have  been  purchased  that  would  materially 
aid  in  the  work  of  public  instruction.  Through  the  kindness 
of  the  Fortnightly  Book  Exchange  the  library  has  received  55 
volumes,  all  published  during  1902.  The  use  of  the  reference 
department  continues  to  increase.  The  reference  room  of  the 
young  people's  library  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  the  older 
children,  as  they  obtain  not  only  the  desired  information,  but 
also  an  insight  into  the  best  methods  of  independent  work. 
Mineralogy  being  one  of  the  favorite  topics,  Mr.  James  Broad 


34  ITiEE   PUBLIC   LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

generously  loaned  a  very  valuable  collection  of  minerals  for 
several  weeks. 

Needuam.  All  shelves  are  open  to  patrons,  except  the  fictiou.  The 
special  arrangement,  allowing  teachers  and  pupils  to  take  out  a 
number  of  non-fiction  books  at  a  time,  is  extended  to  all  persons 
who  have  special  reading  in  view.  The  number  of  books  that 
may  be  taken  out  is  not  limited,  except  in  cases  where  tliere  is  a 
great  demand  for  the  same  books.  The  trustees  have  purchased 
several  sets  of  mounted  pictures  of  flowers,  trees,  etc.,  which 
will  be  of  great  ser\ice  to  loan  to  teachera  for  class  work  in 
nature  study.  The  teachers  are  asked  to  co-operate  with  the 
librarian  in  directing  the  young  in  the  choice  of  good  books. 
By  vote  of  the  town,  Mr.  Carnegie's  offer  of  $10,000  for  a 
library  building  was  accepted.  The  building  committee  engaged 
the  services  of  Albert  Parsons  Ross  of  New  York  as  architect. 
The  ''  turning  of  the  first  sod,"  on  June  4,  1903,  was  witnessed 
by  an  assembly  of  a  thousand  people.  The  program  consisted 
of  prayer,  singing  by  school  children  and  brief  addresses.  The 
veteran  library  trustee,  Samuel  Hudson,  eighty-two  years  of  age, 
his  son,  granddaughter  and  great  granddaughter,  wielded  the 
spade.  In  August  the  corner-stone  was  formally  laid  by  Mrs. 
J.  G.  A.  Carter,  wife  of  the  donor  of  the  site,  a  lot  upon  the 
corner  of  Highland  and  Mellen  streets. 

New  Bedford.  The  changes  and  improvements  in  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  New  Bedford  have  been  mainly  in  the  direction  of  en- 
deavors to  make  the  books  of  worth  easier  of  access  to  the  public. 
The  two  branch  reading  rooms  have  been  made  into  sub-stations 
of  the  library,  with  collections  of  books  immediately  available. 
An  increasing  amount  of  attention  is  given  to  the  demands  of 
the  schools,  societies,  etc.  Bulletins  on  timely  topics  and  on 
standard  subjects  of  special  local  interest  are  frequently  pre- 
pared. The  Bodley  Club  book  service  is  now  on  its  second  year 
of  service,  and  is  giving  good  satisfaction.  The  public  likes  the 
accommodation ;  tlie  books  are  of  a  good  character ;  they  cost 
the  card  holders  nothing ;  they  are  clean ;  they  allow  the  library 
to  restrict  the  purchase  of  fiction. 

New  Maklbouough.  The  library  has  been  closed  for  nearly  a  year, 
but  has  now  been  moved  to  the  church  parlor,  new  cases  have 
been  made,  and  the  books  renumbered  and  rearranged. 

Newiu'kyport.  Public  school  teachers  are  each  allowed  ten  special 
cards.  The  library  is  stronger  than  ever  in  books  dealing  with 
the  teacher's  science  and  art.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  library 
to  make  it  an  efficient  supplement  to  the  public  school  system. 
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There  have  been  added  many  books  on  the  fine  arts  and  bio- 
graphical works  on  the  masters,  special  impetus  being  given  to 
this  class  of  study  by  the  art  class  of  the  Women's  Club.  The 
library  received  three  fine  oil  portraits:  one  of  Col.  Samuel 
Swett,  from  the  brush  of  the  famous  Gilbert  Stuart,  painted 
in  1806 ;  the  second,  a  portrait  of  Edward  Strong  Moseley,  a 
director  of  the  library  for  forty  years,  presented  by  C.  W. 
and  F.  S.  Moseley;  the  third,  a  portrait  of  William  Cleaves 
Todd,  founder  of  the  reading  room,  the  gift  of  a  number  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who  associated  for  the  purpose.  The  last 
two  portraits  are  the  work  of  Robert  Gordon  Hardie.  In  the 
reading  room,  thanks  to  Mr.  Todd,  38  daily  publications,  38 
weekly  newspapers,  39  weekly  publications,  67  monthly  and  24 
foreign  publications  are  kept  on  file. 

Newton.  The  number  of  trustees  has  been  increased  to  7,  instead 
of  5.  The  library  has  been  reclassified  according  to  the  Expan- 
sive system. 

Norfolk.  The  books  have  been  renumbered  and  classified,  and  a 
card  catalogue  has  been  made  of  the  books  in  the  library. 

North  Adams.  Beginning  with  October,  each  of  the  hose  houses 
has  had  sent  to  it  a  box  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  men  during 
the  part  of  the  year  when  they  must  remain  for  the  most  part 
within  doors.  The  Bray  ton  ville  branch  has  been  a  decided 
success.  That  nearly  1,300  volumes  were  circulated  in  so 
sparsely  settled  a  district  as  that  about  the  East  Mountain 
schoolhouse  is  a  witness  to  the  good  work  which  can  be  done  by 
a  teacher  in  influencing  the  families  of  her  pupils.  The  largely 
increased  circulation  at  Blackinton  is  a  source  of  gratification. 
The  statistics  of  circulation  show  a  gain  of  12,016  over  last 
year.  The  work  with  the  children  and  with  the  schools  has 
been  carried  on  as  in  former  years.  The  teachers  are  co-operat- 
ing more  and  more  with  the  library.  Picture  exhibitions  have 
been  held  during  the  year.  The  work  of  the  local  schools  in 
drawing  and  in  manual  training  has  been  exhibited.  Mr.  F.  C. 
Walker  gave  the  library  a  beautiful  glass  case  filled  with  live 
mosses,  ferns,  berries  and  wild  flowers,  many  readers  being 
thus  given  their  first  glimpse  of  the  rare  wild  flowers  alive  and 
growing. 

North  Andover.  The  library  has  been  reclassified  and  recatalogued. 
The  system  of  classification  used  was  the  Dewey  and  the  Cutter 
shelf  numbers.  The  library  has  become  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Library  Art  Club.  Exhibitions  of  pictures  are  given  from 
time  to  time,  and  notices  of  these  are  given  in  the  local  papers. 
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Northampton.  Forbes  Library,  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
circulation  of  ^,019  volumes;  the  home  use  shows  an  increase. 
Photographs  circulate  to  the  extent  of  10,000  a  year,  and  music, 
mainly  sheet,  to  the  extent  of  2,000.  Once  a  month  a  box  of 
about  100  volumes  is  sent  to  the  village  of  Florence,  to  the  Lilly 
Library.  Smaller  boxes  are  sent  to  schoolhouses  in  the  out- 
lying districts,  which  are  lent  by  the  teachers  to  the  pupils 
and  families.  Every  week  library  employees  go  to  the  manu- 
facturing villages  of  Bay  State  and  Leeds  with  baskets  of  books. 
The  library  has  received  $500  from  the  trustees  of  Smith 
College,  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  services  of  the  library  to 
the  college  students.  It  is  proposed  by  the  authorities  to  make 
a  similar  contribution  each  year.  Charles  Ammi  Cutter,  the 
accomplished  librarian  and  widely  recognized  authority  in  library 
science,  died  on  September  6,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  at  Wal- 
pole,  N.  H.,  after  a  few  days'  illness. 

North  Brookfield.  The  library  has  been  co-operating  with  the 
public  schools,  not  only  with  the  high  school,  but  the  kinder- 
garten as  well,  furnishing  a  department  of  illustrated  books  for 
children  of  kindergarten  age.  There  have  been  shown  on  the 
walls  of  the  reading  room  at  various  times  pictures  of  men 
prominent  in  literature  and  politics,  and  lists  of  their  works. 
The  library  has  endeavored  little  by  little  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  pupils  in  their  studies  and  inquiries,  and  to  offer  them  a 
better  quality  of  literature  than  the  light  stories. 

Northfield.  The  donor  of  the  Dickinson  Memorial  Library,  Elijah 
M.  Dickinson,  died  in  Fitchburg,  Oct.  10,  1902.  Not  only  did 
Mr.  Dickinson  present  to  Northfield  one  of  the  finest  library 
buildings  in  Massachusetts  outside  the  large  cities,  but  he  mani- 
fested, by  frequent  visits,  a  constant  interest  in  its  care  and 
equipment,  nearly  always  bringing  something  of  value  to  the 
library,  either  relics,  books  or  pictures.  The  library  pays  a 
membership  fee  of  $5  each  year  to  the  Art  Club,  which  entitles 
it  to  an  exhibition  of  all  photographs  or  other  pictures  possessed 
by  the  club.  Sets  of  fifty  pictures  are  circulated,  each  set  being 
on  exhibition  in  the  library  two  or  three  weeks. 

North  Reading.  The  library  has  been  reclassified.  A  picture  of 
George  F.  Root  has  been  presented  to  the  library.  Mr.  Root 
was  a  former  resident  of  North  Reading. 

Norwood.  The  circulation  continues  to  increase,  and  new  names 
are  being  constantly  added  to  the  borrowers*  register.  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  trustees  of  the  Morrill  Memorial  Library  that 
the  library  shall  be  a  supplement  to  the  public  school  work.    The 
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high  school  has  been  doing  especial  work  at  the  library,  and  at 
this  school  lists  have  been  posted  for  sapplementary  reading 
for  each  class  in  connection  with  English  work.  Some  of  the 
teachers  in  other  schools  are  doing  similar  work  in  a  smaller 
way,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  step  in  the  right  direction  will  lead 
to  a  closer  connection  between  the  schools  and  the  library. 

Oakham.  The  interest  in  the  library  increases  year  by  year,  the 
circulation  having  been  larger  the  past  year  than  any  previous 
year.  A  complete  set  of  *' Abbott's  Histories"  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  library  by  a  friend.  The  pictures  loaned  by  the 
Woman's  Education  Association  have  been  greatly  enjoyed. 

Orange.  There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  circulation  over 
that  of  last  year.  Recently  many  children  have  taken  cards, 
revealing  the  fact  that  the  public  schools  are  doing  the  meritori- 
ous work  of  cultivating  a  healthy  reading  habit  in  the  young. 
There  is  an  insatiable  demand  for  fiction,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  a  more  solid  class  of  books  is  growing  in  favor.  The  North 
Orange  branch  gives  increasing  satisfaction  to  that  community. 

Otis.  The  library  has  received  in  the  past  year  several  books  from 
patrons  and  100  books  from  the  City  Library  Association  of 
Springfield. 

Oxford.  The  library  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  year  has 
been  a  prosperous  one.  The  patronage  has  greatly  increased  at 
the  main  library,  and  the  branch  at  North  Oxford  reports  a 
slight  increase.  The  '^  Charles  Larned  Memorial"  of  Oxford, 
Mass.,  is  a  gift  to  his  native  town  by  a  Boston  gentleman,  whose 
name  it  bears,  in  memory  of  his  mother,  a  descendant  of  Rev. 
John  Robinson  of  Leyden,  for  the  perpetual  use  of  its  Free 
Public  Library.  It  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street, 
at  the  corner  of  Sigoumey  Street,  in  the  centre  of  a  lot  approxi- 
mately 200  feet  square,  and  will  cost,  including  equipment  and 
site,  upwards  of  $30,000.  Its  style  of  architecture  is  renais- 
sance, its  form  T-shaped,  its  extreme  length  and  breadth  being 
each  about  70  feet.  The  central  portion  is  two  stories  in  height, 
affording  a  spacious  room  on  the  second  floor  for  the  display 
of  art  and  antiquities,  a  room  for  trustees,  storage  rooms,  etc* 
The  material  is  Kettanning,  Pa.,  buff  brick,  with  Milford  pink 
granite  for  the  Ashlar  basement  and  trimmings.  The  roof  is 
covered  with  Munson  black  slate,  and  trimmed  with  copper  hip, 
ridge  crestings  and  finials.  The  windows  are  of  polished  plate 
glass,  with  transoms  of  leaded  glass  in  artistic  designs ;  while 
above  the  porch  is  placed  a  beautiful  arched  window,  commem- 
orating ^^  The  Departure  of  the  Pilgrims  from  Holland  in  1620," 
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and  represents  a  group  from  the  famous  painting  of  Charles 
West  Cope,  R.A.,  one  of  a  series  decorating  the  British  House 
of  Parliament.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  with  Masonic  cere- 
monies  on  the  20th  of  May,  1903,  and  the  building  is  but 
recently  completed.  Entering  the  building  from  the  main  street, 
the  top  of  the  T,  by  a  flight  of  eight  granite  steps  flanked  by 
heavy  buttresses,  we  stand  in  the  entrance  porch  between  two 
polished  granite  columns.  Over  our  heads,  in  heavy  block 
letters,  cut  from  the  solid  stone,  stands  out  ^'Free  Public 
Library  ;  "  and  surmounting  this,  in  front  of  the  balcony 
above,  ''  Charles  Larned  Memorial  ;  "  while  just  to  the  right 
of  the  porch,  in  a  niche  corresponding  to  the  window  on  the  left, 
is  placed  a  massive  bronze  tablet,  bearing  this  legend:  ''This 
building,  erected  to  the  memory  of  Clarissa  Robinson  Larned, 
a  lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  of  Rev.  John 
Robinson  of  Leyden,  is  presented  to  the  town  of  Oxford  for  the 
use  of  its  Free  Public  Library  for  all  time."  Entering  the  vesti- 
bule, a  flight  of  stairs  on  the  right  leads  to  the  basement ;  passing 
through  the  door  in  front,  we  are  in  the  delivery  hall,  the  floor 
of  which,  as  also  of  the  vestibule,  is  of  marble  mosaic.  On  the 
right  stairs  lead  to  the  floor  above.  On  the  left  is  a  small  room, 
furnished  with  cases,  table  and  chairs,  for  special  study  or 
conversation.  Directly  in  front  is  the  delivery  counter  and 
cataloguing  room,  immediately  in  the  rear  of  which  is  the  stack 
room.  On  the  right  or  north  of  the  delivery  counter  is  the 
librarian's  room,  with  toilet  room  adjoining.  Corresponding  to 
the  librarian's  room  on  the  left  or  south  of  the  delivery  counter 
is  the  reference  library.  South  of  the  delivery  hall  and  refer- 
ence library,  and  extending  from  front  to  rear  of  the  main 
building,  is  the  general  reading  room,  lighted  by  windows  on 
three  sides.  In  the  corresponding  wing  on  the  north  side  is  the 
juvenile  room,  somewhat  smaller.  The  stack  room,  22^  by  30 
feet,  is  designed  for  three  tiers  of  stacks,  including  basement, 
with  a  total  capacity  for  40,000  volumes,  and  is  practically 
fireproof,  being  separated  from  the  main  building  by  fireproof 
walls  and  doors.  It  is  furnished  with  Library  Bureau  clutch 
double  stack,  glass  fioor,  hand  lift  and  iron  stairway.  Between 
the  stack  room  and  main  structure  there  are  stairs  to  the  cata- 
loguing room,  and  an  entrance  to  the  basement,  which  is  spacious 
and  well  lighted,  affording  accommodation  for  the  steam-heating 
apparatus,  coal  bunkers,  toilet  and  storage  rooms,  and  any  addi- 
tional equipment  which  may  be  required  in  the  future.  The  build- 
ing is  piped  for  gas  and  wired  for  electricity  throughout. 
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Palmer.  H.  M.  Dean  was  appointed  librarian,  in  place  of  C.  B. 
Fiske,  who  resigned.  Special  emphasis  has  been  put  upon 
increasing  circulation  of  books  in  the  several  villages.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  the  Thorndike  Company  has  had 
for  several  years  an  opportunity  to  secure  books  from  the  library 
without  the  expense  of  going  to  the  building  for  them.  Re- 
cently, through  the  assistance  of  those  interested  in  the  library, 
there  have  been  established  branch  libraries  in  the  schoolhonses 
of  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville.  The  experiment 
promises  to  materially  increase  the  circulation. 

Peabody.  Peabody  Institute  Library.  The  library  this  year  began 
the  work  of  supplying  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  of  the 
town  with  books.  Twenty  to  30  volumes  are  selected  by  the 
various  teachers,  which  are  charged  to  the  respective  schools, 
the  teachers  seeing  to  their  distribution ;  after  six  or  eight  weeks 
a  fresh  supply  is  sent,  and  the  previous  lot  returned.  This  plan 
seems  to  be  working  well. 

Pelham.  The  circulation  of  books  is  steadily  increasing,  interest 
gaining,  especially  among  the  children. 

PiTTSFiELD.  Berkshire  Athenaeum.  On  March  31,  1903,  Hon.  Zenas 
Crane  presented  to  the  trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum  the 
deeds  to  a  large  lot  of  land  on  South  Street,  Pittsfield,  nearly 
adjoining  the  site  of  the  Athenaeum,  together  with  a  handsome 
building  situated  thereon,  newly  erected  by  Mr.  Crane,  and  by 
him  completely  filled  with  rare  and  beautiful  specimens  of  natural 
history  in  all  departments,  and  with  valuable  works  of  art, 
including  reproductions  of  statuary  and  paintings  by  eminent 
artists.  Among  the  paintings  may  be  specified  a  portrait  by  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds;  "Children  at  Play,"  by  Bouguereau;  and 
*'The  Puritan  Maiden,"  by  Douglas  Volk.  One  room  is  also 
filled  with  rare  relics  of  antiquity,  notably  five  figurines  from 
Tanagra,  ancient  silver  coins  of  Greece,  iridescent  glass,  Baby- 
lonian tablets,  old  Chinese  idols,  and  ancient  busts  from  Palmyra. 
One  room  is  devoted  to  Indian  relics.  This  museum,  known  as 
the  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  Art,  is  the  most  notable 
gift  received  by  the  trustees  since  the  founder's  gift  of  the 
Athenaeum  land  and  building  from  Mr.  Thomas  Allen,  and  the 
endowment  fund  of  nearly  $100,000  from  the  estate  of  Phineas 
Allen.  In  commemoration  of  Mr.  Crane's  munificence,  the 
name  of  this  institution  has  been  changed  to  Berkshire  Athenaeum 
and  Museum;  and  the  board  of  trustees  has  been  enlarged  by 
the  election  of  nine  additional  trustees,  who  were  nominated  by 
Mr.  Crane.     The  picture  by  Bouguereau  was  the  gift  of  Mr. 
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Crane's  brother,  Hon.  W.  Murray  Crane,  recently  Governor  of 
Massachusetts.  The  rental  service  of  Bodley  Club  books  has 
been  increased  to  a  total  of  500  volumes  per  month,  and  proves 
one  of  the  most  important  adjuncts  ever  made  to  the  general 
library  service. 

Plymouth.  The  library  has  received  a  gift  from  an  unknown  source 
of  $100  for  the  purchase  of  books ;  about  50  volumes  of  new 
books  from  a  local  book  club,  and  smaller  gifts  of  books  from 
individuals ;  also  numerous  additions  to  the  collection  of  photo- 
graphs. 

Plympton.  The  new  library  building  is  of  wood,  built  in  colonial 
style.  The  outer  dooi*way  is  supported  by  two  columns,  the 
door  opening  into  a  small  vestibule.  There  is  an  ample  fireplace 
with  fluted  pilaster  on  either  side.  On  the  left  of  the  comdor 
is  the  stack  i*oom,  15  by  22  feet,  and  on  the  right  is  the  reading 
room.  The  floors  are  of  hard  pine.  The  cost  of  the  building 
was  94,500. 

Prescott.  a  branch  library  was  established  at  the  parsonage  on  the 
hill;  141  books  were  taken  from  the  library  and  placed  in  this 
branch,  and  a  good  set  of  shelves  with  glass  doors  was  provided 
to  contain  them.  A  branch  was  also  started  at  the  home  of 
Marshall  F.  Brown,  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town,  with  141 
books,  a  cupboard  and  case  of  shelves  being  provided  for  its 
accommodation. 

Princeton.  Since  July  the  library  has  had  the  use  of  one  of  the 
Audubon  travelling  libraries.  A  branch  in  the  western  part  of 
the  town  was  started  early  in  the  year,  and  has  been  much 
appreciated. 

Provincetown.  a  plaster  cast  of  Charles  Dickens  was  given  to  the 
library  by  a  former  resident  of  the  town.  The  statue  is  historic 
as  well  as  artistic,  having  been  purchased  at  the  auction  sale  at 
the  old  Boston  Museum. 

QuiNCY.  The  experiment  of  placing  new  books  on  the  tables  for  the 
public  has  been  continued,  with  most  gratifying  results.  The 
circulation  is  nearly  2,000  more  volumes  than  last  year.  Some 
years  ago  the  trustees  gave  to  the  teachers  very  wide  privileges ; 
it  would  seem  as  if  those  privileges  ought  to  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  school  children  at  some  distance  from  the  library.  A 
conference  has  been  held  with  the  superintendent  of  schools,  and 
action  will  be  taken  by  which  it  is  hoped  to  bring  the  library  into 
closer  touch  with  those  of  the  schools  in  which  its  influence  has 
now  considerably  lessened. 
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Randolph.  Mrs.  Frederick  Howard  has  presented  to  the  library  the 
greater  part  of  the  foreign  classics  from  the  library  of  the  late 
Dr.  Howard,  —  a  valuable  collection  of  Greek,  Latin,  Italian, 
Spanish,  Persian,  Anglo-Saxon,  Hindostan,  French,  German 
and  Portuguese  works.  A  large  number  of  works  on  pedagogy 
and  nature  studies  have  been  introduced  into  the  library.  The 
teachers  in  the  public  schools  have  been  prompt  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  special  privileges  accorded  them  by  the  trustees ; 
in  1902  they  used  2,203  books,  while  in  1901  only  774  were 
used.     In  the  annex  exhibitions  of  pictures  have  been  given. 

Reading.  Two  changes  in  the  usual  routine  of  the  library  have  been 
decided  upon  by  vote  of  the  trustees.  These  are,  first,  the 
opening  of  new  accessions  to  patrons  by  placing  the  volumes 
upon  shelves  outside  the  regular  alcoves,  where  they  can  be 
examined  freely,  and  selections  made  for  home  use;  second, 
the  granting,  upon  request,  of  a  special  library  card  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  card  in  use,  entitling  the  holder  to  take  any  book 
not  fiction.  The  library  should  be  considered  an  important  ad- 
junct to  the  public  schools,  and  its  influence  as  an  educational 
institution  promoted  in  every  possible  way. 

Revere.  The  new  libraiy  building  was  dedicated  Nov.  18,  1903, 
President  Faunce  of  Brown  University  making  the  principal 
address.  The  cost  of  the  building  and  furniture  was  about 
$26,000;  of  this  amount,  $20,000  was  given  by  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie,  $2,000  from  the  Stephen  A.  Hall  fund  and  $3,100 
from  the  Revere  Woman's  Club.  Gifts  to  the  library  during 
the  year  include  a  marble  drinking  fountain,  from  one  of  the 
trustees,  Mr.  Theodore  Grover,  in  memory  of  his  mother,  Mary 
E.  Grover;  a  stained-glass  window,  from  the  Current  Events 
Club  of  Beachmont ;  and  a  pair  of  andirons,  one  hundred  years 
old,  from  Warren  Fenno,  chairman  of  the  trustees.  It  was 
decided  to  use  the  money  received  from  the  Revere  Woman's 
Club  and  from  the  Stephen  A.  Hall  fund  for  furnishing  the  read- 
ing rooms ;  and  a  memorial  tablet  will  be  erected  in  each  room, 
one  for  the  Revere  Woman's  Club  and  the  other  to  the  late 
Stephen  A.  Hall.  At  the  request  of  the  principal,  it  was  voted 
to  allow  20  books  to  be  taken  from  the  library  at  a  time,  to  be 
kept  four  weeks  for  use  in  the  high  school. 

Richmond.  After  careful  consideration,  it  was  decided  to  adopt 
the  card  catalogue  system.  The  dictionary  card  catalogue  was 
the  one  selected,  and  the  decimal  classification  of  subjects 
used. 
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Rochester.  The  library  has  received  a  generous  donation  of  books 
from  the  Millicent  Library  of  Fairhaven. 

Rockland.  Through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Angela  Collins,  librarian  of 
the  Public  Library,  Andrew  Carnegie  offered  the  town  $12,500 
for  a  building,  conditional  upon  its  providing  a  suitable  site,  and 
promising  an  annual  appropriation  of  at  least  $1,250  for  library 
support.  Despite  spirited  opposition  by  the  labor  unions,  the 
offer  was  accepted  at  a  town  meeting  on  April  29,  and  a  lot  on 
the  corner  of  Union  and  Belmont  streets  has  been  purchased  as 
the  site  of  the  new  building,  which  will  be  known  as  *'  Soldiers*^ 
Memorial  Library."  To  the  Carnegie  gift  will  be  added  for  con- 
struction the  town's  appropriation  and  other  money  contributed 
for  the  soldiers'  memorial. 

RocKPORT.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  offer  of  $10,000,  with  the  usual 
conditions,  for  a  public  library  building,  was  accepted  November 
11,  by  a  vote  of  148  to  3.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  select 
a  site. 

Rowley.  A  bequest  of  $10,000  from  David  E.  Smith  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Public  Library  is  reported. 

RoYALSTON.  The  trustees  are  pleased  to  report  an  increased  patron- 
age of  the  library.  A  large  number  of  volumes  have  been  taken 
by  teachers  for  use  in  the  schoolrooms  or  for  private  reference. 
The  library  will  be  opened  twice  a  week  instead  of  once,  as 
heretofore,  through  the  generous  provision  of  a  summer  visitor. 

Russell.  A  branch  library  has  been  established  at  Fairfield,  two  and 
one-half  miles  from  Russell  Centre.  The  interest  continues^ 
and  the  volumes  are  well  circulated. 

Rutland.  An  assistant  from  the  Boston  Public  Library,  who  was 
boarding  in  Rutland  during  the  summer,  offered  to  help  in  be- 
ginning a  system  of  classification,  and  to  help  by  correspondence 
after  her  return.  The  Library  Bureau,  through  her  influence, 
sent  cards  for  the  work. 

Salem.  The  legacies  of  the  late  Walter  Scott  Dickson  to  the  Public 
Library  and  Essex  Institute  of  Salem,  one-fifth  of  the  residuary 
estate  to  each,  have  been  paid  by  the  executors,  and  amount  to 
$25,588  for  each  institution.  The  late  Dr.  William  Mack  left 
85,000  to  the  Public  Library  as  a  fund,  the  income  of  which  is 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  rare  and  expensive  medical  books. 

Sandwich.  The  library  has  recently  received  a  gift  of  $500  toward 
a  fund  for  a  new  library  building. 

Saugus.  The  Browne  system  of  charging,  adopted  about  a  year  ago, 
has  worked  most  admirably,  reducing  the  time  limit  to  its  lowest 
terms.     Especial  pains  is  taken  with  the  children,  by  looking  over 


1904.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  43 

their  books  as  far  as  possible,  and  iielping  them  to  choose  the 
best  books.  A  handsome  case  of  shells  adds  to  the  attractive- 
ness of  the  room,  and  when  there  are  several  children  in  the 
room  at  one  time  the  librarian  gives  them  a  few  minutes'  talk 
about  the  shells.  Schools  are  allowed  special  privileges ;  teachers 
are  welcome  to  go  to  the  shelves. 

Sheffield.     New  books  are  no  longer  covered,  but  simply  numbered. 

Shrewsbury.  The  Jubal  Howe  Memorial  Library  building,  described 
in  the  report  of  last  year  as  near  completion,  was  not  formally 
dedicated  until  September  24,  when  Maj.  William  F.  Harlow  of 
Shrewsbury  gave  an  historical  address,  the  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar 
and  the  Hon.  John  R.  Thayer  made  brief  addresses,  and  the 
Rev.  Frank  T.  Pomeroy  of  Medfield  read  a  dedicatory  ode. 
The  total  cost  of  the  edifice  was  $30,609.60,  and  about  $25,000 
of  the  Howe  bequest  remains  as  a  maintenance  fund.  The  walls 
of  the  building  are  of  yellow-gray  brick,  with  gray  sandstone 
trimmings.  The  roof  is  slated.  The  stack  room,  36  by  36  feet, 
is  fireproof,  and  is  separated  from  the  main  room  by  a  fireproof 
partition.  The  upper  story  is  an  assembly  room,  34  by  35  feet, 
and  a  trustees'  room.  The  lower  fioor  is  divided,  half  with 
children's  room  on  the  right  and  a  reading  room  on  the  left, 
and  the  delivery  and  librarian's  room  at  the  side.  The  finish 
is  quartered  oak.  The  Browne  system  of  charging  has  been 
adopted. 

Shutesbury.  The  M.  N.  Spear  Memorial  Library  building  is  a  gift 
to  the  town  under  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Mirick  N.  Spear, 
late  of  Amherst ;  he  was  a  native  of  Shutesbury.  The  building 
was  erected  during  the  autumn  of  1902,  and  it  stands  on  a 
summit  of  his  native  hills  as  a  fitting  memorial. 

Somerset.  The  set  of  bird  and  animal  pictures  loaned  the  library 
by  the  Woman*^  Education  Association  of  Boston  was  of  great 
interest  to  the  children  of  the  public  schools,  nearly  all  of  whom 
visited  the  library  to  see  and  study  them  with  their  teachers. 
The  same  association  also  loaned  a  library  of  25  volumes  on 
Egypt,  with  114  pictures. 

Somerville.  The  library  has  purchased  printed  cards  from  the 
Library  of  Congress,  resulting  in  a  considerable  decrease  of 
labor  in  the  cataloguing  department,  and  an  increased  efficiency 
of  service.  The  school  department  is  doing  a  steadily  increas- 
ing amount  of  work.  A  room  has  been  fitted  up  for  the 
department.  Each  school  building  is  visited  twice  during  the 
year,  and  in  some  schools  talks  with  the  children  have  been 
given  and  lists  of  books  suitable  to  their  needs  have  been  fur- 
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nished.  The  children's  department  has  been  doing  excellent 
work.  The  shelving  capacity  has  been  increased  more  than 
one-half  by  the  erection  of  a  doable-faced  stack  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  room.  The  reference  and  art  department  has  been 
increasingly  used  by  the  public.  There  have  been  several  art 
exhibits  during  the  year.  Through  the  Pitman  art  fund  the 
library  is  enabled  to  purchase  a  number  of  fine  pictures  and  a 
few  art  books.  The  American  branch  of  the  reference  depart- 
ment has  not  been  neglected;  a  considerable  sum  has  been 
expended  on  it.  The  money  has  been  devoted  very  largely  to 
the  purchase  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  town  histories. 
The  vacation  card  system  has  been  continued,  and  has  been 
increasingly  appreciated  by  people  who  spend  their  vacations  out 
of  town.  No  act  of  the  library  has  probably  ever  been  received 
with  such  favor  as  the  granting  of  free  access  to  the  shelves, 
which  began  in  Januaiy,  1902.  Since  the  library  has  voted  to 
loan  books  to  the  Sunday-schools  they  have  selected  excellent 
books,  and  through  their  agency  the  library  can  be  instrumental 
in  getting  a  large  number  of  inspiring,  helpful  and  really  meri- 
torious books  before  the  public. 

Southampton.  At  their  annual  meeting,  in  March,  1903,  the  Library 
Association  changed  its  constitution  so  as  to  increase  the  number 
of  trustees  from  nine  to  twelve,  adding  three  ladies  to  the  board. 
These  ladies  were  also  added  to  the  book  committee.  Later  in 
the  year  the  sum  of  $5,000  for  a  library  building  was  given  to 
the  town  by  H.  W.  Edwards,  to  fulfil  the  wish  of  his  father.  Rev. 
Henry  L.  Edwards,  late  of  Northampton,  who  was  a  native  of 
Southampton.  The  gift  was  limited  by  these  conditions :  that 
the  town  should  furnish  a  suitable  site;  that  the  town  should 
appropriate  not  less  than  $100  for  the  support  of  the  library; 
and  that  it  should  be  known  as  the  ^^  Edwards  Memorial  Library." 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Library  Association  it  was  voted  to  dissolve 
said  association,  and  to  give  its  property  to  the  town.  At  a 
special  town  meeting  it  was  voted  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
imposed  by  Mr.  Edwards,  and  accept  the  gift.  A  board  of  trus- 
tees was  also  elected.  Work  has  begun  on  the  new  building, 
but  it  seems  probable,  owing  to  unavoidable  delay  in  obtaining 
material,  that  it  will  not  be  ready  for  occupancy  before  spring. 

SouTHBRiDGE.  Duriug  the  year  a  catalogue  of  the  library  has  been 
published.  The  card  holders  are  allowed  to  take  more  than  two 
books,  other  than  fiction,  at  one  time. 

South  Hadley.  The  Gaylord  Memorial  Library  is  the  gift  to  the 
town  of  Mr.  William  Gaylord,  a  life-long  and  public-spirited 
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resident  of  South  Hadley.  The  library  is  beautifully  situated 
on  College  Street,  directly  opposite  Mary  Lyon  Chapel  of  Mt. 
Holyoke  College.  The  building  occupies  the  site  of  the  old 
burying  ground,  the  town  giving  the  land.  The  library  is  one 
story,  with  basement.  The  reading  room  is  across  the  delivery 
hall,  directly  opposite  the  entrance  vestibule;  it  is  circular  in 
form,  and  opens  on  a  loggia  intended  for  use  during  the  summer 
as  a  place  for  reading.  To  the  right  and  left  of  the  entrance 
vestibule,  which  is  in  the  middle  of  the  front  of  the  library,  are 
two  rooms,  respectively  book  and  children's  room.  Off  the  book 
room  to  the  rear  is  the  librarian's  room,  and  similarly  placed,  off 
the  children's  room,  stairs  descend  to  the  basement.  The  book 
room,  together  with  the  bookcase  extending  entirely  around  the 
walls  of  the  first  floor  rooms,  will  accommodate  7,000  volumes. 
This  capacity  can  be  increased  to  nearly  15,000.  The  basement 
contains  a  large  circular  room,  to  be  used  as  an  historical  museum 
and  trustees*  meeting  room ;  a  room  for  newspapers,  reading  or 
storage ;  boiler  room ;  toilets  and  fireproof  vault.  The  library 
is  built  of  local  red  brick,  with  Ohio  sandstone  cornices,  columns 
and  belt  courses,  granite  base  courses  and  steps.  The  cost,  com- 
plete, was  $25,000,  exclusive  of  architects*  fees.  Putnam  & 
Cox  of  Boston  were  the  architects. 

Springfield.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  library  a  series  of  talks  was 
begun  last  spring,  dealing  with  books  in  certain  departments  of 
the  library.  Two  subjects  dealt  with  were  ''Books  on  Archi- 
tecture "  and  '*  Books  on  Gardening."  The  addresses  were  given 
by  experts,  who  generously  gave  their  services.  These  lectures 
differ  somewhat  from  the  free  lectures  not  infrequently  held 
under  the  auspices  of  libraries,  since  they  deal  solely  with  books. 
They  were  fairly  well  attended,  and  similar  talks  are  about  to  be 
given  this  winter.  In  each  case  a  list  of  selected  books  has  been 
compiled  by  the  speaker,  or  by  the  library  with  his  advice,  and 
printed.  By  the  will  of  the  late  J.  Searle  Hurlburt,  the  library 
will  in  time  receive  8500,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  dental  books.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Richard 
W.  Rice,  the  library  will  similarly  receive  the  sum  of  $500  for 
the  library,  $500  for  the  art  museum  and  $500  for  the  science 
museum.  The  library  has  also  received  the  sum  of  $1,000,  to 
be  known  as  the  Aston  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used 
for  the  purchase  of  books  on  wood  engraving,  and  proofs. 

Sterling.  The  library  trustees  have  put  in  order  the  room  designed 
by  Mr.  Conant,  the  donor  of  the  library  building,  for  an  anti- 
quarian room,  and  have  arranged  it  for  the  reception  of  relics. 
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The  pictures  were  rehung,  and  the  cabinets  were  opened  to 
receive  articles  of  hiatoric  interest.  A  custodian  has  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  room.  The  trustees  invite  the  citizens  to  loan 
or  present  to  this  room  anything  of  value  or  interest  to  the  town, 
in  order  that  the  room  may  be  made  a  place  of  interest,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  historical  relics. 

Stockbridge.  During  the  year  1902  an  opening  was  made  in  the 
overhead  wall,  and  a  wide  gallery  made  around  the  room,  thus 
making  a  much  pleasanter  room,  and  giving  more  space  for 
books.  A  gift  of  $1,000  has  been  received  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Daniel  R.  Williams. 

Stoneham.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  offer  of  $15,000  for  a  public 
library  building  was  finally  decided  by  a  favoring  vote  passed  at 
a  town  meeting  on  April  22,  1903. 

Stoughton.  The  new  library  building,  nearly  completed,  is  con- 
structed of  red  brick  and  Indiana  limestone ;  the  design  is  colonial, 
one  story  in  height,  with  Jiigh  basement.  The  plan  provides  for 
a  central  delivery  hall,  with  three-floor  stack  room  in  the  rear, 
capable  of  accommodating  30,000  volumes.  On  the  same  floor 
are  adult  and  children's  reading  rooms  and  librarian's  room,  the 
latter  to  be  used  by  the  trustees.  In  the  basement  is  a  room 
which  can  be  used  for  small  gatherings.  Mr.  Lucius  Clapp  of 
Randolph  is  the  donor.  The  building,  including  furnishings, 
will  cost  $25,000. 

Stow.  While  the  circulation  for  home  use  has  continued  about  the 
same,  an  improvement  has  been  noted  in  the  quality  of  books 
called  for.  The  demand  for  a  better  class  of  books  increases. 
The  teachers  find  the  library  a  valuable  aid  in  broadening  their 
instruction,  especially  in  the  line  of  geography  and  history.  A 
valuable  picture  of  Andrew  Jackson  was  presented  to  the 
library  by  Frank  P.  Bond ;  the  picture  was  given  to  Mrs.  Bond, 
mother  of  the  donor,  by  President  Jackson,  with  his  own  signa- 
ture on  the  back. 

Sturbridge.  In  the  gallery  of  the  library  all  are  cordially  invited  to 
make  their  own  selection  of  books  which  are  found  there  on 
history,  travel,  biography,  agriculture,  etc. ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  circulation  of  such  books  will  be  more  general,  since 
each  card  holder  is  entitled  to  a  book  of  fiction  and  one  of  non- 
fiction  at  the  same  time. 

Sunderland.  The  City  Library  Association  of  Springfield  presented 
the  library  with  91  volumes.  The  circulation  was  larger  than 
any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  library.     The  following 
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facts  with   reference   to   the   new  library   building,   erected  in 

1901,  the  gift  of  John  Long  Graves  of  Boston,  are  added  to  the 
brief  description  of  the  building,  given  in  the  annual  report  for 

1902.  On  the  ground  floor,  besides  the  vestibule,  there  is  a 
reading  room,  which  extends  upward  to  the  roof,  and  a  stack 
room  of  equal  dimensions  with  the  reading  room.  Above  the 
stack  room  is  a  room  designed' for  the  use  of  officers,  commit- 
tees, etc.  There  is  a  basement  containing  a  work  room  and  a 
furnace  room.  The  finish  is  of  quartered  oak,  except  the  work 
room  floor,  which  is  of  southern  pine.  The  windows  are  of 
plate  glass.  The  structure  is  of  pressed  brick,  with  Indiana 
limestone ;  the  interior  walls  of  the  vestibule  and  reading  room 
are  of  Columbia  brick,  and  the  roof  is  of  moss  green  tile.  Mr. 
Graves  gave  the  furnishings  also.  The  stacks  are  of  oak,  with 
a  dull  finish ;  and  the  large  reading  table  and  the  chairs  are  of 
polished  oak.  The  building  is  located  on  the  home  lot  of  Mr. 
Graves's  father,  Horatio  Graves,  and  is  designed  as  a  memorial 
to  his  father  and  mother;  and  this  design  is  indicated  by  a 
memorial  tablet  of  bronze,  which  is  placed  on  the  outer  wall  at 
the  right  of  the  front  entrance. 

-Sutton.  The  libraiy  has  been  well  patronized  by  pupils  of  the  high 
school,  and  is  a  great  help  as  a  reference  medium  in  many 
branches  of  their  education.  Not  only  have  the  pupils  of  the 
high  school  manifested  much  interest  in  the  library,  but  many 
of  the  public  schools,  through  the  kindness  of  the  superin- 
tendent, have  derived  much  benefit  from  the  books  loaned  for 
their  use.  Several  teachers  have  been  glad  to  avail  themselves 
of  privileges  extended  to  them. 

Swansea.  The  Agricultural  Club  of  Swansea,  having  disbanded, 
voted  to  give  its  library  of  197  volumes  to  the  Free  Public 
Library.  An  encouraging  feature  of  the  year's  work  is  a  slight 
increase  in  the  circulation  and  in  the  number  of  cards  issued. 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  trustees  it  was  voted  that  holders  of 
cards  may  take  two  books  from  the  library  at  one  time,  one  only 
to  be  fiction.  Each  year  the  library  gives  better  facilities  for 
study  and  pleasurable  reading. 
'  Taunton.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  increased  his  original  gift  to  the 
city  for  a  library  building  by  $10,000,  making  a  total  of  $70,- 
000.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  Sept.  14,  1903.  The  library 
building  represents  a  modern  adaptation  of  the  Roman  classic 
style  of  architecture.  Its  plans  include  a  main  building  and  a 
spacious  stack  room  in  the  rear.      The  building  is  chiefly  of 
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Indiana  limestone.  The  roof  is  to  be  of  slate,  with  metal  crest- 
ing and  gutters.  Upon  the  principal  floor  in  the  centre  of  the 
building  is  the  delivery  room,  lighted  directly  by  skylight,  which 
connects  with  the  main  reading  room  and  reference  library  on 
either  hand.  The  librarian's  rooms  are  easily  reached  on  the 
right  and  left  in  the  rear  of  the  delivery  counter.  The  stack 
room  will  accommodate  about  35,000  volumes  in  each  story,  and 
is  divided  by  a  wide  corridor.  It  is  provided  with  steel  stacks, 
with  glass  floors,  and  supported  by  steel  beams  and  by  columns 
in  the  basement.  The  walls  are  of  Taunton  brick.  The  upper 
or  second  floor  of  the  main  building  is  supplied  with  a  large  cen- 
tral art  room,  lighted  by  a  skylight,  a  lecture  room,  a  newspaper 
room,  a  room  for  the  trustees,  and  three  small  rooms  for  study 
or  other  special  purposes.  In  the  basement  there  will  be  a  chil- 
dren's room,  a  room  for  receiving  and  unpacking,  janitor's  room, 
etc.     The  architect  is  Albert  Randolph  Ross  of  New  York. 

Tewksbury.  The  circulation  has  shown  a  healthy  increase.  The 
system  of  giving  out  two  books  on  one  card  is  working  well. 
There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  requests  for  new  books, 
which  have  been  honored  whenever  possible.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  trustees  resolutions  were  passed  on  the  death  of  Miss  Helen 
Eastman,  a  former  trustee.  The  secretary  in  his  record  says : 
**We  remember  the  hard  work  and  wise  counsel  she  gave  the 
library  in  its  earlier  days,  and  have  put  on  record  our  apprecia- 
tion of  it  all,  as  well  as  the  pure,  noble  life  she  lived." 

Tops  FIELD.  The  patronage  of  the  library  is  considerably  increased 
during  the  summer  months  by  the  visitors  in  town,  who  are  glad 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  library. 

TowNSEND.  Each  year  sees  the  library  growing  more  useful  to  the 
public  schools,  and  the  hearty  sympathy  between  the  teachers 
and  librarian  has  been  maintained.  Especially  has  the  library 
been  used  by  the  pupils  in  the  high  school,  and  many  cards 
have  been  issued  to  the  smaller  children  in  the  grade  schools. 
A  change  in  the  ^'  Rules  and  Regulations"  has  been  made,  and  a 
book  may  now  be  kept  from  the  library  two  weeks,  and  then 
renewed  once,  excepting  books  that  have  been  in  the  library 
less  than  one  year. 

Truro.  Since  the  formation  of  the  library  the  reading  people  of  the 
town  have  had  access  to  a  storehouse  of  information  and  literary 
advantage  not  otherwise  available,  and  some  persons  of  careful 
observation  note  an  improved  mental  capacity  for  book  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  people  since  the  library  has  become  an  institu- 
tion of  the  town. 


1904.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT— No.  44.  49 

Ttrikgham.  The  schools  have  been  recipients  of  valuable  informa- 
tion, the  library  being  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  school  work. 
There  is  not  a  department  in  the  schools  that  cannot  be  assisted 
in  its  work  from  this  source. 

Upton.  The  rules  of  the  library  have  been  changed ;  young  people 
of  twelve  years  of  age  now  have  the  opportunity  of  drawing 
books  in  their  own  names.  The  fine  of  25  cents  for  retaining  a 
book  over  two  weeks  has  been  changed  to  2  cents  for  each 
day  overdue. 

UxBBiDGE.  The  first  of  the  year  the  age  limit  was  entirely  removed. 
The  library  now  gives  cards  to  any  children  who  can  read  and 
write,  whose  parents  wish  them  to  have  books.  The  parent's 
signature  is  required  on  a  certificate,  not  the  teacher's ;  as  it  is 
the  wish  of  the  trustees  that  the  parents  be  responsible  for  the 
books,  and  that  they  know  what  the  children  are  reading.  Dur- 
ing the  last  few  months  puzzle  maps  have  been  used  at  the  library. 
They  have  been  found  to  be  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  the 
smaller  children.  Children  from  the  schools  are  instructed  in  the 
use  of  the  library  and  its  reference  books ;  previously,  this  instruc- 
tion has  been  given  at  the  different  schools.  Exhibits  of  school 
work  are  given  in  the  hall  when  there  are  no  picture  exhibits. 
The  library  has  been  used  more  the  past  year  than  ever  before  in 
its  history.  During  the  spring  of  1902  especial  attention  was 
given  at  the  library  to  flowers  and  birds.  Mr.  F.  S.  Brick  con- 
ducted the  work  on  flowers.  Talks  on  the  subject  were  given  by 
him  in  the  lecture  hall,  which  were  illustrated  by  wild  flowers  of 
Uxbridge.  A  special  list  of  books  owned  by  the  library  on  flow- 
ers was  prepared.  The  books  on  birds  were  in  active  circulation 
during  the  spring,  and  they  were  materially  supplemented  by  the 
collection  of  stuffed  specimens.  Two  lectures  by  authorities  on 
ornithology  were  given  in  the  hall,  the  expense  of  the  lectures 
being  met  by  subscriptions  by  townspeople.  There  has  been  an 
increased  use  of  the  library  by  the  teachers ;  the  library  has  also 
•  been  visited  more  and  used  more  by  the  school  children  than 
before.  A  spirit  of  harmony  and  union  between  the  library  and  the 
schools  is  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the  life  and  good  of  both. 

Wakefield.  The  library  is  a  member  of  the  Library  Art  Club,  and 
notifies  the  teachers  by  postal  of  coming  exhibitions.  The 
library  buys,  as  a  rule,  only  one  copy  of  a  book.  Any  book 
which  is  out  will  be  reserved  for  a  card  holder  who  fills  out  a 
postal  which  may  be  purchased  at  the  delivery  desk.  As  soon 
as  the  book  is  available,  the  postal  will  be  mailed  to  the  first 
name  on  the  list,  and  the  book  is  reserved  for  such  person  one 
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day.  BnlletiDS  are  issued  as  books  are  added,  usually  monthly ; 
and  if  a  book  is  purchased  by  request,  notice  is  sent  to  the  person 
requesting  its  purchase.  During  the  year  the  library  has 
received  a  gift  of  a  crayon  portrait 'of  Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Flint, 
from  Mr.  Harvey  B.  Evans  of  Wakefield,  her  nephew.  Mrs. 
Flint  duripg  her  life  gave  to  the  town  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  the 
use  of  the  library,  the  same  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
Special  cards  are  furnished  to  the  teachers,  on  which  they  are 
permitted  to  draw  several  books  at  a  time,  of  which  privilege 
many  avail  themselves. 

Walpole.  The  Library  of  Congress  cards  are  being  introduced  into 
the  library.  The  Bodley  Club  is  very  helpful  in  furnishing  a 
supply  of  fresh  fiction  and  other  works  of  transient  interest. 
The  list  of  photographs  has  been  enlarged  by  100  accessions 
of  Roman  subjects.  The  new  library  building  was  dedicated 
May  14,  1903.  Its  total  cost  was  $25,000,  of  which  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie  gave  $15,000,  and  the  remainder  was  raised 
by  citizens.  The  new  building  is  of  brick,  of  one  story,  with 
a  stone  basement.  The  architect  was  J.  Lawrence  Berry  of 
Boston.  The  interior  furnishings,  desks,  tables  and  chairs  are 
of  English  oak. 

Waltham.  The  separation  of  the  reading  rooms  for  adults  and 
children,  with  more  space  for  each,  the  greater  seclusion  of  the 
reference  room  and  the  more  orderly  and  convenient  arrange- 
ment of  its  volumes  for  consultation,  are  instances  of  the 
improvements  made.  During  the  year  the  open-shelf  system 
has  been  inaugurated,  and  thus  far  is  working  well.  The 
numbering  of  the  books  of  fiction  has  been  changed,  and  a  new 
fiction  catalogue  has  been  printed.  The  plan  of  placing  new 
books  on  the  counter  for  public  inspection,  with  the  privilege  of 
taking  out  in  the  ordinary  manner  any  book  thus  selected,  has 
proved  of  great  practical  value. 

Ware.  A  meeting  of  the  Bay  Path  Library  Club  was.  held  in  Ware 
Oct.  22,  1903. 

Wareham.  The  Dewey  system  was  selected  for  the  cataloguing  of 
the  library.  The  dictionary  catalogue,  neatly  arranged  in  a 
case,  will  be  found  very  helpful  in  facilitating  the  work  of  select- 
ing books  upon  any  desired  subject.  The  card  catalogue  will  be 
supplemented  by  a  printed  one  for  home  use. 

Warwick.  The  circulation  is  increasing  each  year,  and  there  is  a 
tendency  toward  a  higher  class  of  reading,  shown  in  the  decrease 
in  the  percentage  of  fiction  circulated. 
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Watertown.  The  reclassification  has  gone  on  as  rapidly  as  the 
more  immediate  and  pressing  interests  of  the  library  have  allowed. 
The  Pratt  reference  room  is  being  filled  with  works  most  valuable 
in  their  use  in  the  social  sciences  and  the  useful  arts.  The  Hun- 
newell  Hall  has  its  shelving  filled  with  useful  books  of  reference ; 
these  will  naturally  change  as  the  library  has  funds  to  purchase 
newer  or  more  specific  works.  Books  are  sent  twice  a  week  to 
East  Watertown,  as  they  are  called  for. 

Wayland.  The  appreciation  and  use  of  the  library  have  increased  in 
a  notable  degree  since  the  acquisition  of  the  beautiful  new  library 
building,  presented  to  the  town  by  the  late  Warren  Gould  Roby 
l\y  his  will  in  1898,  and  built  in  1900  at  a  cost  of  S28,000. 
This  gift  has  stimulated  the  generosity  of  the  citizens,  as 
evinced  in  gifts  of  money,  books,  and  objects  of  adornment 
and  use  in  the  new  building.  The  use  of  the  reading  rooms  has 
very  much  increased,  and  the  privilege  is  highly  prized  by  both 
adult  and  juvenile  readers,  a  room  for  each,  liberally  supplied 
with  current  periodicals  and  book  stacks  available  to  all,  being 
notable  features  of  the  library.  As  a  testimonial  of  the  grati- 
tude of  the  town  to  Mr.  Roby,  a  bronze  tablet  has  been  placed 
by  the  town  in  the  delivery  room,  commemorating  his  gift. 
The  funds  available  for  the  support  of  the  library  have  been 
increased  by  direct  gift,  the  proceeds  of  a  lecture  course  and  a 
legacy  of  $300  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  fine  editions  of 
standard  works.  Another  valuable  acquisition  to  the  reading 
room  has  been  the  gift  from  a  citizen  of  a  large  mounted  terres- 
trial globe,  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  construction.  A 
large  collection  of  minerals  has  been  arranged  under  glass, 
classified  and  labelled.  A  fund  of  $1,000  has  been  presented  to 
the  town  during  the  year  by  a  citizen,  as  a  memorial  to  his  wife, 
to  bear  her  name,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  forever  for 
the  purchase  of  books. 

Webster.  There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
juvenile  department,  which  is  very  gratifying.  The  reference 
department  is  also  much  used.  Since  Jan.  1,  1903,  through  the 
kindness  of  the  teacher  at  the  Gore  school,  the  library  has 
made  weekly  deliveries  at  the  schoolhouse;  10  or  12  cards  are 
now  in  use.  The  new  library  building  has  a  basement  and 
one  story  to  the  roof.  It  is  constructed  of  brick  and  Georgia 
marble  trimmings.  There  is  no  interior  wood  except  doors  and 
window  casings;  the  walls  are  of  bare  brick,  painted.  The 
stacks  are  to  be  of  steel,  with  wooden  shelves  with  a  capacity 
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for  10,000  volumes.  The  Dewey  system,  modified,  and  card 
index  are  in  use  in  the  library. 

Wellesley.  Mr.  Walter  B.  Swift  loaned  to  the  library  his  valuable 
collection  of  Indian  relics.  This  collection,  made  by  a  citizen  of 
the  town  and  gathered  in  large  part  from  Wellesley  and  vicinity, 
is  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  citizens.  The  Hunnewell  estate 
presented  to  the  library  three  beautiful  bronzes ;  these  are  not 
only  appreciated  for  their  own  worth,  but  still  more  because  they 
stood  for  years  in  the  home  of  the  founder  of  the  library. 

Wellfleet.     The  Athletic  Club  donated  $40  to  the  library. 

Wendell.  The  library  has  been  loaning  books  to  the  Sunday-school 
at  the  Centre,  and  also  to  the  one  at  Locks  Village,  and  they  are 
found  to  be  of  great  value  to  both.  The  branch  library  estab- 
lished at  Farley  last  year  is  doing  well,  and  the  books  are 
returned  promptly  at  the  end  of  six  months  and  more  taken  for 
the  same  period.  A  gift  of  money  from  Mrs.  Mary  N.  Phelps 
of  Foxborough,  formerly  of  Wendell,  enabled  the  library  to 
purchase  an  encyclopfledia  of  universal  history  for  reference  and 
to  loan  to  the  schools,  and  some  books  on  handicraft. 

Wenham.  The  use  of  the  library  by  the  schools  has  continued  about 
the  same  as  in  former  years.  A  branch  library  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Wenham  Neck,  which  has  been  well  patronized.  The 
east  and  west  branches  have  been  continued  as  heretofore.  The 
whole  town  is  now  in  fairly  convenient  touch  with  the  library, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  much  real  benefit  will  result  to  all  concerned. 

Westborough.  The  reading  room  has  been  supplied  abundantly 
with  the  best  of  American  and  English  publications.  These 
publications  are  placed  upon  the  tables,  within  the  reach  of  all 
who  wish  to  consult  them.  This  department  of  the  library  is 
very  complete,  much  patronized  and  highly  appreciated  by  the 
public.  The  reading  and  reference  rooms  are  under  the  constant 
supervision  of  the  librarians,  who  are  ever  ready  to  assist 
visitors  in  selecting  such  books  of  reference  or  reading  matter  as 
they  may  desire. 

West  Bridgewater.  In  October,  1902,  the  trustees  received  from 
the  executors  of  the  will  of  Francis  E.  Howard  a  check  for 
$499.50,  a  bequest  by  Mr.  Howard  to  the  libi-ary.  A  condition 
of  the  bequest  permits  only  the  income  being  used  for  library 
purposes.  The  Cornelia  Alger  fund  now  amounts  to  about 
$1,000. 

West  Brookfield.  A  card  catalogue  on  geography  and  history  has 
been  made  for  the  high  grammar  school,  largely  subject  cards 
referring  to  books  in  the  town  library. 
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Westfield.  The  Westfield  Athenseum  during  the  past  year  has 
made  special  efforts  to  improve  and  enlarge  the  number  of 
volumes  which  are  kept  in  the  children's  room.  The  efforts 
have  been  so  far  successful  as  greatly  to  increase  the  circulation 
of  that  department,  especially  since  the  schools  opened  in  Sep- 
tember, as  the  circulation  has  increased  75  per  cent,  over  that 
of  the  corresponding  time  of  last  year.  The  library  has  also 
maintained  a  branch  library  at  Mundale,  under  the  charge  of  a 
local  committee.  Certain  volumes  are  loaned  the  committee 
indefinitely;  others  are  loaned  about  six  weeks  and  then  re- 
turned and  replaced  by  another  list.  By  the  kindness  of  a 
friend,  $15  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian,  to  be  used 
in  subscribing  for  magazines  and  newspapers  for  the  Mundale 
branch.  These  have  been  highly  appreciated  and  largely  used. 
The  appropriation  to  the  Athenseum  by  the  town  was  increased 
from  $2,250  to  $3,000;  the  dog  tax,  which  was  nearly  $1,000, 
has  been  given  in  addition  for  some  years  past. 

Westford.  Mr.  E.  M.  Raymond  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  a  great- 
grandson  of  Ebenezer  Prescott,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Westford  Social  Library,  has  given  two  large  paintings  of 
Biblical  subjects;  a  marble  statue  of  Pocahontas;  a  piece  of 
Japanese  hammered  work  in  iron,  silver  and  gold ;  several  other 
works  of  art ;  and  a  collection  of  interesting  relics  for  the  his- 
torical room. 

West  Newbury.  There  are  special  cards  for  the  use  of  the  school 
teachers  and  pupils.  In  addition,  the  trustees  have  granted  the 
principal  of  the  high  school  the  privilege  of  taking  out  10  to  20 
books  of  reference  at  one  time  for  use  in  school  work.  The 
branch  library  for  the  benefit  of  people  in  the  first  parish  was 
established  in  May,  1902.  The  books  are  sent  by  express. 
The  expense  has  not  been  large,  and  the  arrangement  gives  satis- 
faction. The  circulation  has  increased  very  much.  The  trustees 
note  with  pleasure  that  some  of  the  young  people  are  taking 
more  interest  in  works  of  history  and  biography,  also  in  bird 
books  and  other  books  which  contain  valuable  information. 

West  Springfield.  More  books  are  being  added  of  real  value  and 
literary  merit ;  the  books  include  that  which  is  best  in  refer- 
ence, science  and  religion.  An  encouraging  feature  of  the  work 
of  the  library  is  the  growth  in  interest  in  those  books  which 
require  thoughtful  reading.  Wednesday  is  children's  day,  and 
the  library  presents  a  busy  scene  at  that  time.  The  open-shelf 
plan  is  experimental,  and  will  be  continued  only  if  successful. 
The  board  of  trustees  made  the  following  conditions,  as  the  limit : 
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''Borrowers  from  the  library  must  keep  the  shelves  in  good 
order,  reporting  every  book  taken  by  them  for  home  reading  at 
the  charging  desk,  and  giving  the  volumes  careful  use  while  in 
their  possession.  If  these  conditions  are  not  complied  with,  the 
shelves  will  be  closed  to  the  public  without  further  notice." 

West  Stockbridge.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  circulation, 
notwithstanding  thei*e  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  population. 
At  an  entertainment  given  by  Mrs.  A.  H.  Blake  the  sum  of  $65 
was  raised ;  the  Century  Dictionary,  a  fine  picture  and  a  bust  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  were  purchased  with  this  money. 

Westwood.  The  library  has  been  open  Wednesday  afternoon  and 
Saturday  evening.  Wednesday  afternoon  it  is  used  largely  by 
the  children.  In  the  year  1901  the  trustees  were  favored  with  a 
gift  of  $50  from  £dmnnd  D.  Codman,  for  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  library ;  with  this  money  a  set  of  Chambers  Encyclopaedia, 
bound  in  full  Russia,  was  purchased.  The  $20  received  from 
Mrs.  Joshua  Crane  is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  reference 
books. 

Weymouth.  Tufts  Library.  Class  List  No.  3  was  published  during 
the  year ;  this  completes  the  cataloguing  of  the  library.  Books 
have  been  sent  to  some  of  the  more  distant  schools  for  deposit, 
for  the  use  of  the  pupils  in  school  and  at  home.  The  library 
received  the  gift  of  a  portrait  of  the  late  Zecharlah  L.  Bicknell, 
from  his  daughters,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Denton,  Mrs.  Charles  Harring- 
ton and  Mi*s.  G.  A.  Miles ;  also  a  portrait  of  the  late  Francis 
Ambler,  from  his  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Welch.  These  gentle- 
men were  members  of  the  boaixi  of  trustees  for  many  years. 
They  were  always  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  library, 
and  did  everything  in  their  power  for  its  advancement. 

Whatelt.     The  circulation  has  nearly  doubled  in  the  last  ten  years. 

Whitman.  It  is  intended  to  increase  the  scientific  department,  that 
in  this  line  the  library  may  meet  the  needs  of  students  as  well  as 
general  readers.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  greater 
co-operation  between  the  library  and  the  schools. 

Williamsburg.  Haydenvillc.  There  is  hardly  a  family  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Haydenville  that  does  not  draw  books  either  regularly  or 
a  part  of  the  year ;  and  the  school  children  especially  make  an 
extensive  use  of  these  books  at  their  disposal,  both  for  assist- 
ance in  their  studies  and  for  recreation. 

Williamstown.  a  special  effort  has  been  made  to  accommodate 
teachers  in  the  selection  of  books,  and  the  library  has  been  kept 
open  one  hour  longer  on  Tuesday  afternoons.  The  number  of 
books  drawn  is  steadily  increasing. 
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WfiMiNGTON.  Beginning  in  April,  the  library  has  been  open  twice  a 
week.  Thirty  yolames  have  been  presented  to  the  library  by 
friends. 

Winchester.  During  the  present  year  the  library  has  tried  to  keep 
in  touch  with  the  public  schools,  by  sending  the  teachers  lists  of 
books  on  various  subjects.  In  the  spring  the  entire  collection  of 
nature  books  was  displayed,  for  the  use  of  both  teachers  and 
pupils.  The  auniversai*y  of  battles  of  Lexington  and  Bunker 
Hill  were  commemorated  in  the  same  way,  and  much  interest 
shown.  An  exhibition  of  photographs  by  Winchester  amateurs 
was  given  in  December.  A  list  of  pedagogical  works  has  been 
prepared  for  the  school  committee.  A  bulletin  board  has  been 
added,  on  which  pictures,  etc.,  illustrating  special  days  or  books, 
are  arranged.  The  vertical  file  boxes  for  pamphlets  have  been 
found  both  convenient  and  inexpensive. 

WiNTHROP.  The  library  has  adopted  the  reserve  postal  system,  which 
has  proved  very  satisfactory.  Upon  payment  of  one  cent  to  the 
librarian,  the  borrower  is  provided  with  a  postal  card  containing 
a  printed  form,  which  he  fills  out  with  the  number  of  the  book 
desired,  and  his  own  address.  When  the  book  comes  in,  the 
librarian  mails  the  card  and  holds  the  book  twenty- four  hours, 
giving  the  borrower  ample  time  to  claim  it.  Travelling  photo- 
graph exhibits  from  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  shown  in 
the  art  room  almost  every  month.  An  arrangement  has  been 
made  with  the  Boston  Public  Library,  whereby  students  and 
others  can  obtain  through  this  library  such  books  as  they  desire. 
The  fiction  classes  are  excepted  from  this  arrangement.  The 
disposition  of  books  received  from  families  where  contagious 
diseases  exist  has  been  a  matter  under  consideration  by  the  trus- 
tees. The  custom  is  to  burn  all  such  books.  The  number  of 
books  so  destroyed  is  increasing  yearly,  and  many  books  which 
cannot  be  replaced  have  been  thus  consigned  to  the  flames.  It 
has  been  the  hope  of  the  trustees  to  find  some  simple,  inexpen- 
sive method  of  disinfection.  A  report  from  forty-four  repre- 
sentative libraries  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  shows  that 
no  librarian  actually  knew  of  a  case  in  which  the  germs  were 
carried  by  a  book  to  a  reader  or  a  library  attendant.  For  disin- 
fecting books,  where  moisture  and  heat  must  be  avoided,  alde- 
hyde gas  is  recognized  as  the  best  disinfecting  agent. 

WoBUBN.  The  open-shelf  system  continues  to  be  popular,  and  no 
serious  detriment  to  the  property  has  occurred  as  a  result. 
There  have  been  exhibitions  of  interest  to  the  children  in  their 
department,  and  a  calendar  of   events    has   been    posted  on  a 
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bulletin  board.  New  and  modem  furniture  for  the  children's 
department  has  been  given  the  library  by  one  of  the  trus- 
tees; this  change  is  very  popular  with  the  little  people.  The 
library  is  open  during  the  noon  hour  now;  formerly  it  was 
closed  from  12  to  2  o'clock.  The  Hon.  Edward  D.  Hayden  gave 
an  oil  painting  by  Benjamin  Champney  of  Wobum,  representing 
a  scene  in  the  White  Mountains ;  this  picture,  mounted  in  a 
handsome  frame,  was  hung  in  the  reading  room.  The  new 
Jonathan  Thompson  Library  for  North  Woburn  was  accepted 
by  the  city  council ;  trustees  are  to  be  appointed,  and  a  building 
erected  later. 

Worcester.  Pursuing  the  policy  of  former  years,  several  biblio- 
.  graphical  lectures  by  prominent  teachers  have  been  given,  and  a 
number  of  exhibitions  representing  various  fields  of  art  have  been 
held.  A  few  years  ago  a  department  for  the  use  of  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  was  established,  and  it  has  been  a  suc- 
cess from  the  beginning.  Children  have  free  access  to  a  large 
number  of  volumes  especially  suited  to  their  needs.  For  years 
the  library  has  been  used  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  public  schools ; 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  historic  interest  that  Worcester  was  the  first 
city  in  which  was  established  a  system  of  co-operative  work 
between  the  library  and  the  public  schools.  Supplementing  this 
good  work,  provisions  have  been  made  by  which  Sunday-schools 
can  use  the  library  as  an  auxiliary  to  their  work.  The  books 
are  to  be  selected  by  the  proper  church  authorities.  The  library 
of  the  Worcester  Medical  Society  is  still  deposited  in  this  library, 
and  is  available  for  the  public  use.  The  use  of  the  rooms  on 
Sunday  is  increasing ;  it  is  noticeable  that  many  of  the  readers 
are  working  men,  who  devote  the  day  to  study  of  general  litera- 
ture, or  books  or  papers  devoted  to  their  special  industrial 
pursuits.  Adult  patrons  of  the  library  are  now  permitted  to 
select  books  from  the  shelves.  The  sum  of  $3,000  has  been 
added  to  the  John  Green  library  fund,  increasing  it  to  about 
$54,000. 

Yarmouth.  The  library  is  now  open  every  afternoon,  from  3  to  5 
o'clock  ;  formerly  it  was  open  only  three  afternoons  for  two  hours 
each  week ;  Saturday  evenings  it  is  open  as  formerly,  for  two 
hours. 

AVoman's  Educatiox  Associatiox. 

The  annual  report  of  the  work  of  the  committee  on  libraries 
of  the  Woman's  Education  Association  is  one  of  so  great  inter- 
est that  we  should  be  glad  to  print  it  in  full.     It  has  circulated 
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43  travelling  libraries, 
umes,  in  43  towns  and 

Aciislmet, 

Alford, 

Bemardston, 

Brimfield, 

Carver, 

Cheshire, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

CummiDgton, 

East  Freetown, 

Farley  (in  Erving), 

Florida, 

Goshen, 


containing  in  the  aggregate  1,210  vol- 
villages,  as  follows  :  — 


Groveland, 
Hancock, 
Heath, 
Huntington, 
llyannis, 
Lakeville, 
Leverett, 

Little ville  (in  Ches- 
ter), 
Monterey, 
North  Chester, 
Oakham, 
Otis, 
Pax  ton. 
Pel  ham, 


Petersham, 

Plainfield, 

Rowe, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Sandisfield, 

Somerset, 

South  Yarmouth, 

Wales, 

Washington, 

Wendell, 

West  Leyden, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Williamsburg. 


Windsor,  Bedford,  Rochester,  Dana,  Millers  Falls,  Shrews- 
bury and  West  Cummington  have  also  been  aided  by  the 
conimittee.  The  circulation  (4  libraries  not  reported)  was 
3,961,  — an  increase  of  472  over  last  year,  varying  from  21  in 
Sandisfield  to  354  in  Rutland. 

The  special  libraries  are  on  Venice,  Florence,  Shakespeare, 
English  architecture,  Rome,  Italian  art,  Egypt  and  French  art. 
The  special  library  on  Florence  had  a  circulation  of  279  in  Ber- 
nardston.  The  4  Audubon  libraries  have  been  loaned  to  Berlin, 
Granville,  Mendon,  North  Plymouth,  Princeton,  Southbridge 
and  Warwick,  and  have  proved  of  great  value  to  the  schools 
and  libraries.  Libraries  of  children's  books  which  have  proved 
very  attractive  and  useful  have  been  sent  to  Colrain,  Hoosac 
Tunnel  and  Dana.  The  preparation  of  approved  lists  of  new 
books  has  been  continued,  and  they  have  proved  useful  guides 
to  the  larger  as  well  as  the  smaller  libraries.  The  active, 
generous  and  sympathetic  effort  of  the  ladies  who  have  this 
work  in  charge  has  been  widely  recognized  and  appreciated. 
It  has  attracted  attention  in  other  States  and  other  countries, 
and  a  movement  has  been  inaugurated  to  begin  a  similar  work 
under  the  auspices  of  the  women's  clubs  of  Italy.  It  is  now 
ten  years  since  this  committee  began  its  work,  and  in  that  time 
56  travelling  libraries  have  made  307  visits  to  65  different 
towns,  and  circulated  22,997  volumes.  Since  1898,  26  sets  of 
pictures  have  been  exhibited  732  times  in  233  places. 
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The  Library  Art  Club. 

The  work  of  the  Library  Art  Club  is  steadily  increasing  in 
size  and  usefulness.  It  now  has  70  sets  of  pictures  in  circula- 
tion, covering  a  large  variety  of  subjects.  There  were  1,012 
exhibitions  of  the  club  sets  during  the  year. 

The  membership  of  the  club  now  includes  108  libraries  and 
educational  organizations,  of  which  85  are  in  this  State.  Mem- 
bership affords  a  rich  return  for  a  small  expense. 

A  Free  Public  Library  in  Every  Town. 

The  conclusion  of  the  year  covered  by  this  report  shows 
that  every  town  in  Massachusetts  now  has  the  right  and  privi- 
lege of  a  free  public  library.  When  the  commission  was  estab- 
lished, in  1890,  there  were  103  towns  without  a  free  public 
library.  During  the  thirteen  years  of  its  existence  libraries 
have  been  established  by  it  in  the  following  towns  within  the 
years  named :  — 

1891. 


Agawam, 

Gran  by. 

Plainfield, 

Alford, 

Greenwich, 

Plympton, 

Berlin, 

Hamilton, 

Prescott, 

Blandford, 

Hampden, 

Richmond, 

Bourne, 

Leverett, 

Rowley, 

Boxborough, 

Mashpee, 

Sandwich, 

Charlemont, 

Monterey, 

Sheffield, 

Chilmark, 

Mount  Washington, 

Southwick, 

Edgartown, 

New  Ashford, 

Tyringham, 

Egremont, 

Otis, 

Westport, 

Falmouth, 

Pel  ham, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Goshen, 

Peru, 

1898. 

Windsor.  —  36. 

Avon, 

Holland, 

Shelbume, 

Colrain, 

Leyden, 

Tolland, 

Dana, 

Lynnfield, 

Wilbraham, 

Essex, 

Medway, 

Wrentham.  — 16. 

Freetown, 

Oakham, 

Gosnold, 

Savoy, 

189S. 

Berkley, 

Hani  wick, 

Huntington, 

Chelmsford, 

Hawley, 

Wellfleet.  — 8. 

Deerlleld, 

Heath, 
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1894. 

Bellingham, 

Florida, 

Truro, 

Chester, 

Granville, 

Wendell, 

Conway, 

Hancock, 

West  Newbury.— 13 

Dighton, 

Monroe, 

Dover, 

Shutesbury, 

1895. 

Bemardston, 

Longmeadow, 

Russell, 

Carver, 

Marshfield, 

Salisbury, 

Dartinouth, 

Montgomery, 

1896. 

Sandisfield.  —  9. 

Acushnet, 

Swansea, 

Hanson.  —  4. 

East  Longmeadow, 

1897. 

Deonis, 

Somerset, 

Wales.  —  6. 

Dudley, 

South  Hadley, 

1898. 

1990. 

Clarksburg, 

Dracut, 

Westwood.  —  2 

• 

Hadley.  —  2. 

1899. 

1901. 

Seekonk, 

New  Marlborough, 

Williamsburg. 

—  2. 

1908. 

Lakeville.  —  1. 

Gay  Head.  —  2. 

The  above  list  of  100  towns  includes  only  those  public 
libraries  which  were  founded  and  made  free  by  the  gift  of  $100 
worth  of  books  from  the  State.  The  commission  has  aided  in 
the  formation  of  several  other  libraries  which  were  founded  by 
bequest  or  othenvise. 

Greater  Usefulness  and  Freedom. 

Now  that  the  advantages  of  a  free  public  library  are  freely 
available  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  State,  there  is 
a  quickened  interest  in  all  measures  for  rendering  the  benefits 
of  the  library  more  widely  useful. 

A  general  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  a  wider  distribution 
of  books,  by  the  means  of  the  establishment  of  reading  rooms, 
sub-stations  and  deliveries,  by  loaning  books  to  clubs,  engine 
houses  and  manufactories,  as  well  as  by  distribution  to  and 
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through  the  schools,  and  other  special  means  which  may  be 
possible  in  individual  towns.  The  two-book  system  quite 
generally  prevails  where  the  supply  will  allow,  and  especially 
in  the  rural  towns  a  larger  number  of  books  are  allowed  to  be 
taken  at  one  time,  and  the  time  for  which  they  are  loaned  is 
frequently  extended.  The  tendency  also  is  to  remove  the  age 
limit,  so  that  children  may  take  books  as  soon  as  they  can 
appreciate  and  care  for  them.  Every  year  the  library  is  more 
intimately  and  usefully  related  to  school  work,  and  the  teachers 
are  given  almost  unlimited  opportunity  to  use  the  resources  oi 
the  library  to  aid  in  their  school  work.  The  purchases  of  the 
library  include  special  provision  of  books  for  the  schools,  from 
the  kindergarten  to  those  useful  in  all  the  higher  grades.  The 
demand  for  more  useful  books  and  of  a  higher  grade  of  fiction 
is  increasing.  The  open-shelf  system  is  gaining  in  the  small 
libraries,  and  the  methods  of  administration  are  becoming  sim- 
plified and  more  effective.  The  preparation  of  useful  bulletins, 
calling  attention  to  the  resources  of  the  library,  by  illustra- 
tions of  the  live  topics  of  the  day  ;  the  exhibition  of  pictures 
of  noted  scenery  and  works  of  art ;  together  with  collections 
of  birds,  flowers  and  other  aids  to  natiu'e  study,  —  are  quite 
common  features  of  the  good  work,  even  in  the  smallest  library. 
The  marked  tendency  in  all  dii*ections  of  library  work  is 
towards  the  greatest  helpfulness  and  the  largest  freedom. 
Every  person  who  reads  can  help  his  neighbor.  The  library 
furnishes  the  resources  ;  let  every  patron  utilize  his  experience 
toincrease  the  interest  and  enjoyment  of  others. 

The  only  treasure  house  open  to  all  is  a  library ;  the  only 
wealth  which  will  not  decay  is  knowledge.  It  is  the  birthright 
of  every  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth  to  share  these  treasures 
and  possess  this  wealth.  The  virtue  and  happiness  of  the  indi- 
vidual, the  felicity  and  refinement  of  the  home,  the  civic  and 
material  prosperity  of  the  people,  are  all  strengthened  by  the 
wise  administration  of  the  pul)lic  library. 

C.  B.  TILLINGHAST, 
MABEL  SIMPKINS  AGASSIZ, 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN, 
ELIZABETH  P.  SOHIER, 
DELORAINE  P.  COREY, 

Commissioners. 
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^AMES  OF  Free  Public  Libraries  and  IN'ames  op 

Librarians. 


CinXfl  AND  TOWHB. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


AbingtOD, 
Aoton,  . 
Aeoabiiet, 
Adams,. 
Agawam, 
Afford,  . 
Ameebury,    . 
Amherst, 

North  Amherst 
Andover, 

BallardvaUy 
Arlington,     . 
Asbbnmham, 

South  Ashbumham 
Ashby,  . 
Ashfleld, 
Ashland, 
Athol,  . 
AtUeborongh, 
Anbum, 
Avon,  . 
Ayor,  . 
Barnstable,   . 

CentrevilUt 

Cotuit, 

Hyannii.  . 

Mar8ton*»  Mills 

0$tervilU, 
Barre,    . 
Becket, . 
Bedford, 
Belchertown, 
Bellingham,  . 
Belmont, 
Berkley, 
Berlin,  . 
Bemardston, 

BXYBRLT,       . 

Billerica, 

Talbot  3fUl9, 
Blackstone,  . 
Blandford,    . 
Bolton,  . 

BOBTOK, 

Bourne, . 

Bozborough, 

Boxford, 

West  Boz/ord, 
Boylston, 
Braintree, 
Brewster, 

Bridgewater, 
Brimfield,     . 
Bbockton,  . 
Brookfleld,    . 
Brookline,     . 
Bnckland, 
Burlington,  . 
Cambridok. 
Canton, . 


Abington  Public  Library,    . 
Aeton  Memorial  Library,     . 
Acushnet  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Adams  Free  Public  Library, 
Agawam  Public  Library,     . 
Afford  Free  Town  Library, 
Amesbury  Public  Library, . 
Amherst  Public  Library,     . 
North  Amherst  Public  Library, . 
Memorial  Hall  Library, 

Bradlee  Library 

Kobbins  Library,  .... 
Ashbumham  Public  Library, 
South  Ashburnham  Library, 
Ashby  Town  Library, . 
Ashfleld  Library  Association,     . 
Ashland  Public  Library, 
Athol  Free  Public  Library, 
Attleborough  Public  Library,     . 
Auburn  Free  Public  Library, 
Avon  Public  Library,  . 
Ayer  Library,        .        .        .        . 
Sturgls  Library,     .... 
Centreville  Free  Public  Library 

AflHOciation. 
Cotuit  Library,      .        .        .        . 
HyanDis  Free  Public  Library,     . 
Marston's  Mills  Library, 
Osterville  Public  Library,   . 
Barre  Town  Library,    . 
Becket  Athenaeum, 
Bedford  Free  Public  Library,     . 
Clapp  Memorial  Library,     . 
Bellingham  Free  Public  Library, 
Belmont  Public  Library, 
Berkley  Public  Library, 
Berlin  Free  Public  Library, 
Cushman  Library'. 
Beverly  Public  Library, 
Bennett  Public  Library, 
Talbot  Library,     .        .        .        . 
Blackstone  Public  Library, . 
Blandford  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Bolton  Public  Library, 
Public  Library  of   the   City  of 

Boston. 
Bourne  Free  Library,  . 
Boxborough  Free  Public  Library, 
Boxford  Public  Library, 

West  Boxford  Public  Library,    . 
Boylston  Public  Library,     . 
Thayer  Public  Library, 
Brewster  Ladles'  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 
Bridgewater  Public  Library, 
Brimfield  Public  Library,    . 
Brockton  Public  Library,    . 
Merrick  Public  Library, 
Public  Library  of  Brookline, 
Buckland  Public  Church  Library, 
Burlington  Town  Library,  . 
Cambridge  Public  Library, . 
Canton  Public  Library, 


Mary  Otis  Nash. 
Arthur  F.  Davis. 
Elsie  Collins. 
Lucy  C.  Richmond. 
Emma  F.  Pyne. 
Mrs.  Rachael  B.  Ploss: 
Aiice  C.  Follansbee. 
Mary  A.  Robinson. 
Esther  L.  Raskins. 
Ballard  Holt. 
Howell  F.  Wilson. 
Elizabeth  J.  Newton. 
Lona  M.  Davis. 
Mrs.  F.  Z.  Howe. 
Eliza  A.  Kendall. 
JuUa  A.WUllams. 
Mrs.  EmUv  F.  B.  Metcalf. 
Mrs.  Mercle  S.  Doane. 
Letltia  S.  Allen. 
Josie  E.  Prouty. 
H.  Wallace  Blanchard. 
May  M.  Fletcher. 
Elizabeth  C.  Nye. 
Eunice  Hallett. 

Adeline  F.  Bearse. 
Elfrida  J.  Bradford. 
LlUle  Backus. 
Mre.  Maurice  O.  Crocker. 
Carrie  E.  Read. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Millard. 
Fannie  A.  Wood. 
Lydia  A.  Barton. 
Sara  T.  Rook  wood. 
Ada  Thurston. 
Julia  R.  Burt. 
Alice  E.  Babcock. 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Hills. 
Martha  P.  Smith. 
Fannie  S.  Paige. 
Llllie  Bottomly. 
Timothy  E.  Curran. 
Flattie  Parks  Herrick. 
Fidelia  C.  Newton. 
Horace  G.  Wadlin. 


Edith  F.Nlckerson. 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Priest. 
Gratuitous    services 

ladles. 
Katharine  G.  Perley. 
George  L.  Wright. 
Abble  M.  Arnold. 
Emily  Rowe. 


Lucia  L.  Christian. 
M.  Anna  Tarbell. 
Clarence  W.  Ayer. 
Eliza  R.  Hobbs. 
Lonisa  M.  Hooper. 
Charles  W.  Trow. 
Florence  I.  Foster. 
WiUiam  L.  R.  Glflford. 
Lucy  D.  Downes. 


of    different 
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Cities  and  Towkb. 


Xame  of  Library. 


Name  of  LibrariaD. 


Carlisle, 
Carver,  . 
Charlemont, . 
Charlton,       . 
Chatham, 
Chelmeford, . 
Xorth  Ch€lmt{fordt 

Chblbxa,      • 

Cheshire, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopek,    . 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg,  . 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Concord, 

Conway, 

Cottage  City, 

Cnmmington, 

Dalton,  . 

Dana,     . 

North  Dana, 
Danvers, 
Dartmouth,  . 

South  Dartmouth^ 
Dedham. 
Deerfield, 

Deerfield, 
Pocumtuck  Va II ey 
A89ociation. 
Dennis, . 
Dighton, 
Douglas, 
Dover,  . 
Draout, . 
Dudley, 
Dunstable,    . 
Duzburv. 
East  Briogewater, 
Eastham, 
Easthampton, 
East  Longmeadow, 


Easton, . 
Edgartown,  . 
Egremont,     . 
Enfield, . 
Erving,  .       . 

Miller*9  Falti, 
Essex,    . 

Etebett,      . 

Glen  dale,  . 
Fairhaven,     . 
Fall  River, 
Falmouth,     . 

Went  Falmouth 

WoofU  Hole, 
FiTCIIBDBO,  . 
Florida, 
Fox  bo  rough, 
Framiugham, 
Franklin, 
Freetown, 

Ea9t  Freetoion, 

Gardner, 
Gay  Head,     . 
Georgetown, 


Gleason  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Carver  Free  Public  Library, 

Charlemont  Free  Town  Library, 

Charlton  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Chatham  Public  Library,     . 

Adams  Librarv,    .... 

North  Chelmsford  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 

Flu  Public  Library 

Cheshire  Library  Association,    . 

Chester  Public  Library, 

Chesterfield  Free  Public  Library, 

Chlcopee  City  Llbrar>', 

Chilmark  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Clarksburg  Public  Library, 

Blgelow  FYee  Public  Library,     . 

Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library,     . 

Colrain  Free  Library,  . 

Concord  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Conway  Public  Library, 

Cottoge  City  Free  Public  Library, 

Bryant  Free  Library,    . 

Diuton  Free  Public  Library,       . 

Dana  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Dana  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Peabody  Institute  Library. . 

Dartmouth  Free  Public  Library, 

Southworth  Library,    . 

Dedham  Public  Library, 

South  Deerfield  Free  I*ublic  Li- 
brary. 

Dickinson  Library, 

Library  of  the  Pocumtuck  Valley 
Memorial  Association. 

Jacob  Bears  Memorial  Library,  . 

Dighton  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Hlmon  Fairfield  Public  Librar>', 

Dover  Town  Library,  . 

Dracut  Public  Library, 

Dudley  Free  Public  Library, 

Dunstable  Free  Public  Library, . 

Duxbury  Free  Library, 

East  Bridgewater  Public  Library, 

Eastham  Free  Public  Library,    . 

Public  Library  Association, 

East  Longmeadow  ihibllc  Li- 
brary. 

Ames  Free  Library, 

Edgartown  Free  Public  Library, 

Egremont  bVee  Llbrarj', 

Enfield  Library  Association, 

Erving  Town  Library, 

Erving  Town  Library, 

T.  O.  II.  P.  Kurnham  Public  LI- 
brary. 

Frederick  E.  Parlln  Memorial  Li- 
brary. 

Shute  Memorial  Library,     . 

The  Milllcent  Library, 

Fall  River  l*ublic  Lil)rary,  . 

Falmouth  Free  Public  Library,  . 

West  Falmouth  Library,     . 

Woods  Hole  Library,   . 

Fitchburg  Public  Library,  . 

Florida  Free  Library,  . 

Boydon  Library,    .... 

Framinghnm  Town  Library, 

Frnnkliu  Library  Association,    . 

Guilford  11.  Hathaway  Library, 

Eaift  Freetown  ^Circulating  Li- 
brary. 

Levi  Hey  wood  Memorial  Library, 

Gay  Head  Ihiblic  Library,  . 

Georgetown  Peabody  Library,    . 


Mary  A.  Green. 

Mrs.  Bemlce  E.  Barrows. 

Lizzie  M.  Temple. 

Mrs.  Hattle  L.  Carpenter. 

Florence  Howes  Bond. 

Charles  H.  Greenleaf. 

Emma  J.  Gay. 

Medora  Jennett  Simpson. 
Emma  E.  Martin. 
Grace  K.  Alvord. 
Mrs.  Hugh  B.  Gray. 
Anne  A.  Smith. 
Florence  B.  May  hew. 
Robert  8.  McKay. 
Charlotte  L.  Greene. 
Sarah  B.  Collier. 
Katherlnc  Holton  Cram. 
Helen  Whitney  Kelley. 
Grace  Pease. 
Josephine  Gallagher. 
Lorenzo  H.  Tower. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  DavlHon. 
Susan  E.  Stevens. 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Slate. 
Mrs.  Emille  D.  Patch. 
Mary  A.  Tucker. 
Henry  M.  Walker. 
Frances  M.  Mann. 
Flora  E.  Mentor. 

Robert  Pelton  Sibley. 
George  Sheldon. 

Mrs.  Nathan  Sears. 
Dwlght  F.  Lane. 
Alice  E.  Luther. 
Alma  Chlckering. 
Amy  H.  Goodhue. 
I^uise  Easterbrook. 
Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Swallow. 
Sara  A.  Higgins. 
Lucy  L.  Slddall. 
Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Clark. 
Dorcas  Chapln  Miller. 
Mary  R.  Mcintosh. 

Mary  L.  Lamprey. 
Eunice  C.  Ripley. 
Margaret  O'Neil. 
Ada  L.  Harwood. 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Walkup. 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Butmon. 
Jennie  H.  Woodman. 

Ellen  L.  Johnson. 

E.  Leona  Lydlard. 
Drew  B.  Hall. 
William  R.  Ballard. 
Clara  L.  Davis. 
Albert  8.  Bowcrman. 
Joseph  Walsh. 
George  E.  Nutting. 
Mrs.  K.  J.  Whitcomb. 
Mary  D.  Torrey. 
Kmma  L.  Clarke. 
Mrs.  Ella  G.  CampbeU. 
M.  Florence  Dean. 
E.  W.  Lawrence. 

Ellen  B.  Cramton. 
Harry  G.  Reed. 
Sarah  T.  Noyes. 
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WrH  U-iirln, 
HaUb,  .  . 
Hlnghuo. 


am  Free  Public  LIbni 


UfK.  EKlelle  E.  Quk. 
!  LnluR-Tobflv. 
JohD  H.  gnoderaoD. 


lenule  V.  UcL> 
(•■rank  J.  HbII. 


Le)den 


Lfiinlleld 
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CimB  AND  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Mancheater,  . 
Mansfield, 
If  arblehead, . 
Marion, 

MARLBOBOnOH, 

Marshfield,    . 

Mar»f{fleld  Uilln, 
Maahpee, 
Mattapoleeit, 
Maynard, 
Medfield, 
MXDroBD,    . 
Medway,  1IV«f, 

Med  way  Villagt 

MXLBOSB,       . 

Mendon, 
Merrimac, 
Methnen, 
Mlddleborough, 
Middlefleld.  . 
Mlddleton,    . 
MUford, 
MiUbnry, 
Mlllia,    . 
MUtOD,  . 
Monroe, 
Monaon, 

Montague,     . 
TurHer*H  FalU, 

Monterey, 
Montgomery, 
Mount  Washington, 


Nabant. 
Nantucket,    . 
Natick,  . 

South  A'atick, 
Needham, 
New  Ashford, 
Nxw  BsDroRD, 


New  Braintree, 
Nbwburtpobt, 
New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem,  . 

Nbwton, 

Norfolk, 

NoBTH  Adams,    . 


Blackintortt 
North  Andover,    . 
North  Attleborough, 
North  Brookfield, 


North  Reading, 

NOBTnAlIPTON, 
NOBTHAXPTON, 

Florence  t 
Northborough, 
Northbridge, 
Northfleld, 
Norton, . 
Norwell, 
Norwood, 
Oakham, 
Orange, 
Orleans, 
Otis, 
Oxford, 
Palmer, 


Manchester  Public  Library, 

Mansfield  I^iblic  Library,    . 

Abbot  Public  Library, 

Taber  Library,      .        .        .        . 

Marlborough  Public  Library, 

Ventross  Free  l^blic  [library,    . 

Cllft  Rogers  Free  PubUc  Library, 

Mashpee  l^iblic  Library, 

Mattapolsett  Free  Public  Library, 

Maynard  Public  Library, 

Medfield  Public  Librar}-,      . 

Medford  Public  Library, 

Modway  Free  Public  Library,     , 

Dean  Library,        .... 

Melrose  Public  Library, 

Taft  Public  Library,     . 

Merrimac  Public  Library,    . 

Nevins  Memorial  Library,   . 

Mlddleborough  Public  Library,  . 

Middlefleld  i^ibilc  Library, 

Flint  l*u bile  Library,    . 

Milford  Town  Library, 

Millbury  Town  Library, 

Minis  Free  Public  Library, 

Milton  l*ublic  Library, 

Monroe  Fret?  Public  Library, 

Monson  Free  Library  and  Read- 
ing Room  AsHoclaticn. 

Montague  labile  Library,    . 

Montague  Public  Library, 
Turner's  Falls  Branch. 

Monterey  Free  Library, 

Montgomery  Free  Public  TJbrary, 

Mount  Washington  Public  Li- 
brary, 

Nahant  i*ubllc  Library, 

Nantucket  Athenteum, 

Morse  Institute  Library, 

Bacon  Free  Library, 

Needham  Free  Public  Library',   . 

New  Ashford  Public  Library,     . 

Free  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  New  Bedford. 

New  Braintree  Public  Library,   . 

Newburyport  Pu])llc  Library,    . 

New  Marlborough  Public  Li- 
brary. 

New  Balem  Public  Library, 

Newton  Free  Library,  . 

Norfolk  l*ubllc  Library, 

North  Adams  Free  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Oscar  A.  Archer  Branch,     . 

North  Andover  Public  Library,  . 

Richards  Memorial  Library, 

North  Brookfield  Free  Public  Li- 
brary and  Reading  Room. 

Flint  Memorial  Library, 

Northampton  Public  Library,     . 

Forbes  Library,     .... 

Lilly  Free  Library, 

Northborough  Free  Library, 

WhltlnsvllJe  Social  Library, 

Dickinson  Memorial  Library, 

Norton  l*ubllc  Library, 

James  Pui>lic  Library, 

Morrill  Memorial  Library,  . 

Oakham  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Orange  Free  Public  Library, 

The  Snow  Library, 

Free  Public  Library  of  Otis, 

Oxford  Free  Public  Library, 

Young  Men's  Library  Associa- 
tion. 


Deluccna  L.  Bingham. 
Ida  F.  Hodges. 
Mary  Ucrry  Brown. 
Mary  K.  Allen. 
Harah  K.  Cottlng. 
Joshua  T.  Baker, 
li.  H.  Richards. 
Clara  Collins. 
(7lara  F.  Bherman. 
Mrs.  tinrah  F.  Nyman. 
Lucretla  M.  Johnson. 
Mary  K.Sargent. 
Mrs.  Anna  Fales. 
Bertha  E.  Newell. 
Carrie  M.  Worthcn. 
Annie  K.  Kinf*ley. 
Louise  C.  Hrackett. 
Harriet  L.  Crosby. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  K.  Thatcher. 
Metcalf  J.  Smith. 
Samuel  A.  Fletcher. 
Nathaniel  F.  Blake. 
Carolyn  C.  Waters. 
Mrs.  Annie  Macdonough. 
Gertrude  E.  Forrest. 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Allen. 
Nellie  F.  Squler. 

Kate  A.  Armstrong. 
N.  P.  Farwell. 

J.  L.  Tryon. 
Mrs.  D.  L.  AUyn. 
Howard  D  Lamson. 

May  W.  Perkins. 
Sarah  F.  Barnard. 
MlraR.  Partridge. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  WUllams. 
Rlella  J.  Dunn 
Oeorge  H.  Halfacre. 
George  H.  Tripp. 

Carrie  F  Bush. 
John  D.  Parsons. 
Rev.  P:dwln  C.  Gillette. 

Winifred  Cogswell. 
Elizabeth  P.  Thurston. 
Walter  L.Sykes. 
Mabel  Temple. 

Oscar  A.  Archer. 
Hannah  J.  Quealy. 
Leda  J.  Thompson. 
Harriet  B.  (:}ooch. 

Addle  W.  Go  wing. 
S.  D.  Kellogg. 

Mary  A.  Fuller. 
M .  Evelyn  Potter. 
Mrs.  William  H.  Fuller. 
Mrs.  F.  J.  Stockbridge. 
Emily  A.  Titus. 
Joseph  F.  Merritt. 
Jane  A.  Hewctt. 
Frank  E.  DaWs. 
Grace  H.  Dawloy. 
Hiram  Myers. 
Mrs.  Olive  J.  Davison. 
Mrs.  Maria  C.  Mann. 
Harold  M.  Dean. 
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CinsB  AJKD  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


PaxtOD, . 
Peabody, 
Peabody, 

Pelham, 
Pembroke,    . 
Bryantrillf, 
Pepperell, 
Peru, 

Peterabam,  . 
PhilUprton,  . 

PiTTSriSLD, 

Plalofleld,  . 
Plymonth,     . 

Abrth  iHyinouth, 
Plympion,     . 
Preeoott, 
PrineetoD, 
ProvinoetowQ, 
QunicT, 
Kandolpb,     . 
Raynhiun. 

North  Raynhamy 

Reading, 
Rehoboui, 
Revere, . 
Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Roeki>ort, 

IHgeon  Oove, 
Rowe,     . 
Rowley, 
Royalaton, 
Rnaaell, 
Rutland, 
Balxm,  . 
Salisbury, 
Sandisfield, 
Sandwich, 
Saugns, 
Savoy,    . 
Beituate, 

yorth  Scituate 
Seekonk, 
Sharon,  . 
Sheffield, 
Bhelbume, 

Shflbume  FalUf 
Sherbom, 
Shirley. 
Shrewsbury, 
Shutesbury, 
Somerset, 

SOXEBVILLK, 

South  Uadley, 

South  Uadley  FaUi 
Southampton, 

Southborough, 
Southbridge, 
Southwick,    . 

Spencer, 

SPRIIIOriSLD, 

Sterling, 
Stockbrldge, 

Stoneham,  . 
Stoughton,  . 
Stow,     . 


Pazton  Free  Public  Library, 

Peabody  Institute  Library, 

Eben  Dale  Sutton  Reference  Li- 
brary. 

Pelbam  Free  Public  Library, 

Pembroke  Free  Library, 

Cobb  Memorial  Library, 

Pepperell  Public  Library,    . 

Free  Public  Library  of  Peru, 

Petersham  Memorial  Library,     . 

PhiUips  ¥ree  Public  Library,      . 

Berkshire  Athenieum,  . 

Plaiufield  Public  Library,    . 

Plymouth  Public  Library,   . 

Lorlng  Reading  Room, 

Plympton  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Prescott  Free  Public  Library,     . 

IMnceton  Public  Library,    . 

Provincetown  Public  Library,     . 

Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  . 

Turner  Free  Library,   . 

Raynham  F'rec  Library, 

North  Raynham  Library  Associ- 
ation. 

Reading  Public  Library, 

The  Blandlng  Library, 

Revere  Public  Library, 

Free  Public  Library  of  Rich- 
mond. 

Free  Public  Library, 

Rockland  Public  Library,     . 

liockport  Public  Library,    . 

Pigeon  Cove  Library,   . 

Rowe  Town  Library,    . 

Rowley  Free  Public  Library, 

Rayrooud  Public  Library,    . 

Russell  Free  Public  Library, 

Rutland  Free  Public  Library, 

Salem  Public  Library, 

Salisbury  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Saudlsfield  Free  I'ubllc  Library, 

Haudwicb  Free  Public  Library,  . 

HauguH  Free  Public  Library, 

Savoy  Free  Public  Llbrar>', 

Satult  Library,       .        .        .        . 

Pelrce  Memorial  Library,     . 

Seekonk  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Sharon  Public  Library, 

Sheftield  Free  Town  Library,      . 

Shelburue  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Arms  Library,       .... 

Sherbom  Town  Library, 

Shirley  l*ubllc  Library, 

Shrewsbury  Free  Public  Library, 

Shutesburv  Free  Public  Library, 

Somerset  Free  Public  Library,   . 

Soraervlllo  Public  Library, 

South  Ilft<lley  I'ubllc  Library,    . 

South  Uadley  Public  Library,    . 

Southampton  Library  Associa- 
tion. 

Fay  Library 

Southbridge  Public  Library, 

Free  I'ubUc  Library  of  South- 
wick. 

Richard  Sugden  Public  Library, 

City  Library  Association  of 
Springfield. 

Sterling  Free  I*ublic  Library, 

Tbe  Stockbrldge  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 

Stoneham  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Stoughton  l*ubllc  Library,  . 

liandall  Memorial  Library,  . 


Anna  £.  Woodruff. 
Lyman  P.  Osborn. 
Augusta  F.  Daniels. 

Mary  A.Keith. 
Ellen  F.  Cox. 
Mrs.  Julia  Morton. 
Mrs.  M.  Fannie  Shattuck. 
Mattle  Hathaway. 
Fanny  Prince. 
Mrs.  Tina  II.  Chaffln. 
Harlan  H.  Ballard. 
Anna  M.  King. 
Nellie  I'homas. 
Sara  C.  Van  de  Carr. 
John  Sherman. 
Henry  L.  Berry. 
Susie  A .  Davis. 
Abble  Cook  Putnam. 
Amelia  L.  Bumpus. 
Dr.  Charles  C  Farnhara. 
Lucy  W.  Thompson. 
Mrs.  Mary  II.  Barton. 

Lizzie  S  Cox. 
Nettle  Earle. 
Harriet  T.  Feuno. 
Abble  E.  Barnes. 

Sarah  A.  Haskell. 
Angela  W.  Collins.  . 
Elsie  M.  Dann. 
Lillle  Aspegren. 
Mrs.  Alice  E.  Newell. 
Catharine  N.  Mlghlll. 
Mrs.  Emeline  E.  Mackenzie. 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Shelley. 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Prouty. 
Oardner  M .  Jones 
Hannah  Buswell  Coffin. 
Carrie  M.  Barker. 
Annie  A.  Rogers 
Emma  E.  N'ewhall. 
William  P   Brlggs. 
Blanche  C.  Gardner. 
Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Marsh. 
Edna  T.  Lane. 
Emma  A.  Baker. 
Gertrude  S.  Gleason. 
Mercy  A.  Anderson. 
Daniel  W.  Wilcox. 
M.  Nellie  Clark. 
EstelleE   Ely. 
Mabel  E   Knowlton. 
Mary  L.  Clark. 
Myra  Babbitt. 
Sara  Walter  Foss. 
Mrs.  John  Burnett. 
Carrie  E.  Bard  well. 
Eva  .M .  Grldley. 

Francena  E.  Buck. 
Ella  E.  Mlcrsch. 
W.  B.  Harding. 

Nellie  A.  Cutter. 
llUler  C.  Wellman. 

Mary  D  Peck. 
Caroline  P.  Wells. 

Mrs.  H.  Marilla  Boyce. 
M   Alice  Burnham. 
tSusan  M.  Lawrence. 


68 


FREE  PUBLIC   LIBRARIES. 


[Jan. 


Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Xames  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


CiTIBB  AND  TOWN8. 


Name  of  Library. 


Sturbridge,    . 

Hudbury, 

Bunderlund,  . 

Satton,  . 
Hanchaug, 
South  Sutton f 
Wett  Sutton, 
WilkintonviiUt 

Swamppcott, 

Hwaoeea, 

Tacnton,     . 

Templeton,   . 

TewKBbury,  . 

Tlabury, 

Tolland, 

Topflfleld,      . 

TowDHeod,    . 

Truro,    . 

Tyngs  borough, 

Tyringham,  . 

Upton.  . 

Uxbrlairo, 

Wakctield,    . 

Wale*,   . 

Walpole, 

Waltuam,    . 

Ware,    . 

Warebam,     . 
Warren, 
Warwick, 
WatertoA'U,  . 

Way  land, 
WeoHter, 
Wcllei*ley,     . 
Wellfleet,      . 

Wendell, 
Wenbam, 
Went  lJoyl*ton, 
WeMt  Bridgewater, 

We«t  Brookfield, 
Wef»t  Newbury,    . 
Weiit  Aprlngtield, 
Went  8tockbrldge, 
West  TUbury,      . 

Wcfltborough, 
Weiitfield,     . 
Westford, 
Weathampton, 


WestminHtcr, 
Weston, 
Weutport, 
Weutwood,    . 
Weymouth,  . 

South  Wfi/nwuth, 
Whately, 
Whitman, 
Wilhruham,  . 
WilliamHburg, 

I/ai/ilfurit/t', 
Willi'amBtown, 

South  \\'i/liiiiit»loirn. 


Wilmington, 
Winchvndon, 
Wincheutcr,  . 
Windsor, 
Wlnthrop,     . 


Jofihua  Hyde  Public  Library, 
The  Goodnow  Library, 
Sunderland  Public  Library, 
Button  Free  Library,    . 
Sutton  Free  Library,     . 
Sutton  Free  Librarj-,    . 
Sutton  Free  Library,    . 
Sutton  Free  Library,    . 
SwampBCott  Public  Library, 
Swanneu  Free  Public  Library, 
Taunton  Public  Library, 
Boynton  Public  Library,      . 
Tewksburv  i*ubllc  Library, 
Vineyard  flavcn  Library,    . 
Tolland  Free  Library,  . 
Tupuflold  Town  Library,     . 
Townnend  Public  Library,  . 
Truro  Town  Library,   . 
Tyngriborough  Public  Library, 
Tyriiigham  Free  Public  Library 
Uuton  Town  Library,  . 
Tnayer  Memorial  Liltrary,  . 
Beel>e  Town  Library,   . 
Wales  Public  Library, 
Walpole  I*ublic  Library, 
Waltham  I*ublic  Library,     . 
Young  Mc>u*M  Library  Associa 

tion. 
Wareham  Free  Library, 
Warren  Public  Library, 
Warwick  Free  Library, 
Free  Public  Library  of  Water 

town. 
Wayland  Town  Library, 
WeoHter  Public  Library, 
Wellesley  Free  Library, 
Free   Public    Library   of   Well 

fleet. 
Wendell  Free  Library, 
Wenham  Public  Library,     . 
Woi»t  Bovlnton  Public  Library, 
WeBt    Bridgewater    Public    Ll- 

i>rary. 
Merrium  Public  Library, 
WeBt  Newbury  Public  Library,  . 
West  Sprlngtleld  Public  Library, 
WcBt  Stock  bridge  Free  Llbrar>, 
Went  TlBbury   Free  Public    Li- 

brary. 
Wentborough  Public  Library, 
WeBtfteld  Athenteum,  . 
J.  V.  Hftchor  Library, 
Reunion  Library  of  WeBthamp 

ton. 
WeKtminBter  Town  Library, 
WoBton  Town  Mlirary, 
Wewtport  Free  Public  Library, 
WcBtwood  Public  Library,  . 
The  TuftB  Library, 
Fogg  Memorial  Library, 
Whately  Public  Library,      . 
Whitman  Public  Library,    . 
Free  Public  Library,     . 
MeekiuB  Memorial  Library, 
Ilaydenvlllo  Free  Library,  . 
WllllaniHtown  Public  Library, 
South  Wllllamstown  Public  LI 

brary. 
Wilmington  Public  Li]»rary, 
Winchcndon  Public  Library, 
Wlnchentor  Public  Library, 
Windsor  Free  Public  Library, 
Wlnthrop  Public  Library,   .* 


Name  of  Librarian. 


If  rn  Horace  M.  Locke. 
Mary  L.  Cutter. 
Abbie  T.  Montague. 
Sarah  M.  Mills. 
Francis  Trescott. 
MrH.  Mary  L.  Littlefield. 
flanon  Waters. 
Augusta  Houghton. 
S.  LuulBe  Honors. 
Julia  R.  Wellington. 
Joshua  Eddy  Crane. 
Henry  F.  Lane. 
lA>ulsa  M.  Blalsdell. 
Mabel  T.  Tilton. 
Wllbert  .Munn. 
Albert  M.Dodge. 
Mrs.  Evelyu  L.  Warren. 
Mrs.  Laurena  A.  Ryder. 
Kllon  Lydla  Perhain. 
Lucy  M.  Moore. 
Mrs.  Laura  C  Sadler. 
Beatrice  Putnam. 
Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Shepard. 
Anna  P.  Thompson. 
Ida  J.  PhelpB. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bill. 
Harriet  B.  Hay  den. 

Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Harlow. 
JoHeph  G.  Hastings. 
Clara  A.  Jones. 
Solon  F.  Whitney. 

Margaret  E.  Wheeler. 
MrB.  Phoebe  R.  Kingsbury 
Julia  F.  Jennings. 
Mrs.  Kate  E.  Brown. 

Julia  DeWolf  Kayana. 
Benjamin  H.  Conant. 
Edna  C.  Baldwin. 
Mary  L.  Perkins. 

Florence  A.  Johnson. 
C'aroliue  Carr. 
Daniel  O.  White. 
Frances  J.  Edwards. 
Cyrus  Manter. 

Martha  J.  Eastman. 
Herbert  W.  Denlo. 
Mary  P.  Bunce. 
George  E.  Knight. 

'  Marj-  Belle  Hager- 
!  Maud  M.  Penuook. 

Annie  R.  Howlond. 

Annie  L.  Richardson. 

('arollne  A.  Blanchard 

Ruth  C.  Tower. 

Ella  L.  Elder. 
,  EllenaS.  Spllsted. 
!  Minnie  M.  Morgan. 

Ada  M   Cliandler. 

Charles  A.  Phillips. 

Lucy  F.  CurtlB. 

Mrs*  Lucy  Torrey  San  ford. 

Anna  T.  Sheldon. 
Mrs.  Sylvia  M.  Manzer. 
Cora  A.  (^ulmby. 
Agatha  Bicknell. 
Bessie  F.  Cordes. 
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CrnsB  AND  Towns. 

Name  of  Library. 

Name  of  Librarian. 

WOBUBN, 
WOBCESTEB, 

Worthington, 
Wrentham,  . 
Yarmouth^    . 

South  lannouth,    . 

Went  Yannouthf 

Wobum  Public  Library, 

Free  Public  Library  of  the  City 

of  Worcester. 
Wortbington  Free  Library, 
Wrentbam  Public  Library,  . 
Yarmouth  Library  Association, . 
South  Yarmouth  Library,    . 
West  Yarmouth  Library,    . 

William  R.  Cutter. 
Samuel  S.  Green. 

Katharine  M.  Rice. 

Mary  A.  Smith. 

Mrs.  Lydia  C.  Matthews. 

T.  F.  Baker. 

Mrs.  Cordelia  C.  Baker. 

Appendix  II. 


A   EOLL    OF    HOrNOR. 


t 


List  of  Grv^ERS  of  Free  Public  Library 
Buildings  in  Massachusetts. 


GIVERS   OF   FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY   BUILDINGS  IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


ACTOK, 

axbsbubt,  . 
Amherst,  Nobth 
Ajtdovbb, 
ABLnveTOH, 

ASHBUBITHAM, 

ASBBT, 

ASHLAin), 

Athol,  . 
Atxb,    . 
Babmstablb, 
Babbb,  . 

BSCKBT, 

Belchbrtowk, 
Bblxomt, 
Bbbnardston, 
bxllerica,  . 
Blandford, 

Bolton. 
Bourne, 

Braintrbb, 
brix7ibld, 

Brookfibld, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle,     . 

Charlemont, 

Chatham,     . 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Clinton, 

cohasset,    . 

Concord, 

CONWAT, 

comminoton, 
Dalton, 


Gift  of  Hod.  WlUlam  A.  WUde  of  Maiden. 

Bequest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard  and  others. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  citizens. 

Oift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  husband. 
Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Edwin  Chapman  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgis  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 
Bequest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 
Gift  of  Henry  O.  Underwood. 
Gift  of  Hod.  Henry  W.  Cushman. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford*  as  a  memorial  of 

her  SOD,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 
Gift  of  ADDie  Eliza  Whitney  of  Lancaster. 
Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  the 

Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 
Gift  of  Geo.  Sylvaous  Thayer. 
Gift  of  James  Danlelson  Lincoln,  as  a  memorial  of  his  mother 

and  his  wife. 
Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Klndge  of  Los  Angeles. 
Gift  of  Augustus  Hemenway. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbur}*. 
Gift  of  E.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge. 
Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Hod.  EuHtace  C.  Fitz. 
Gift  of  Audrew  Carnegie. 
Memorial  of  Paul  Pratt. 
Gift  of  William  Munroe. 
Gift  of  Hod.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

pareots. 
Gift  of  William  CuUen  Bryant. 
Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 
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Danters, 

Dartmouth,  South, 
Dedham, 
Dberfield,  . 
Dennis, 
Douei^B, 

DUXBURT,      . 

East  BridgevatbA, 

Eastham, 

Easthampton, 

Eabton, 

Edoartown, 

Essex,  . 

Eyerett, 

Everett  (GlendaU), 

Fairhayen, 

Fitchbcro,  . 
Frakklin,    . 

Freetown,  . 

Oardner,    . 

Georgetown, 

Gloucester, 

Granville, 

Groton, 

Hadlet, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Haverhill, 

HlNOHAM, 

Hinsdale, 

HOLDEN, 

Holliston, 
Holtoke, 
Hope dale, 

Hopkinton, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Ipswich, 

Kingston, 

Lancaster, 

Lawrence, 

Leicester, 

Lenox, 
Lexington, 


Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  John  H.  Sonthworth  of  Springfield. 

Bequest!  and  gifts  of  citizens. 

Beqnest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 

Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 

Gift  of  James  M.  Fairfield  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father 

and  mother,  Simon  and  Phoebe  Churchill  Fairfield. 
Gift  of  Sirs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her  son,  George 

Bnckham  Wright. 
Gift  of  Cyms  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 
Gift  of  Eastham  Village  Improvement  Society. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  EmUy  G.  WllUston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Bequest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Albert  M.  Parlln,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 
Bequest  of  William  Shute. 
Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter,  Mllllcent. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Ray,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

father. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Hathaway  Crowell,  as  a  memorial  of  her 

father,  Hon.  Guilford  B.  Hathaway. 
Gift  of  children  of  Levi  Hey  wood. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Samuel  E.  Sawyer. 
Gift  of  Hon.  M.  B.  Whitney  and  others. 
Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley. 
Gift  of  John  D wight  and  others. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Samuel  H.  Dickinson. 
Gift  of  Hon.  £.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  citizens. 
Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife,  Mrs. 

Sylvia  Thwlng  Bancroft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Capt.  Augustine  Heard. 
Bequest  of  Frederic  C  Adams. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  his  sons. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  MIbb  E.  A.  White. 
Gift  of  Lory  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  David  E.  Merriam  and 

others. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Bchermerhorn. 
Gift  of  Mr«.  Maria  Cary. 
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LiHCOLN, 
LlTTLBTON,    . 

Ludlow, 
Lykm,  . 
Maldik, 

Makchbstbb, 

Mambfixlo, 

Marblbhsad, 

IfARION, 

Mablbobouoh, 
mar0hfibld, 

MXDFORD,      . 
MZLBOSE, 

Metuuen,     . 

M IDDLBBOBOUGH, 

MiDDLETOH, 

MONSON, 

Natick, 

South  Natick 
Nbbdham,     . 
Newbubtport, 
Newton, 
North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

Northampton, 

Florenct^ 
North  Attleborouoh,     . 

Northborouoh,  . 
North  Brookfield, 
northfield, 
North  Reading, 
Norton, 
Norwood,    . 

Orleans, 

Pkabodt, 

E^MBROKE  {BryantvilU),  . 

Pepperell,  . 

Petersham, 

Pittbpield,  . 

Plymouth,  . 

Princeton,  . 

Provinoetown,  . 

QUINCT, 

Rakdolfb,  . 


Gift  of  George  Grosveoor  Turbell. 

Gift  of  children  of  William  Stevens  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of 
their  father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hnbbard. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Bhute,  as  a  meau>rial  of  her  husband. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Elisha  8.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial  of 
their  son. 

Gift  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 

Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Bequest  of  Beth  J.  Ventress. 

Gift  of  Thatcher  Magoun. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevins. 

Bequest  of  Thomas  S.  Pierce. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  R.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  Horatio 
Lyon. 

Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 

Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother, 
Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 

Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by  the 
city. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 

Gift  of  Alfred  T.  Lilly. 

Gift  of  children  of  Edmund  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  their  parents. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Haston. 

Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchburg. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton. 

Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 

Built  partly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Rozilla  Cobb. 

Bcquettt  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  New  York. 

Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  lion.  Thomas  Allen. 

Gift  of  daughters  of  William  G.  Russell. 

Gift  of  Kdward  A.  Goodnow,  as  a  family  memorial. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Crane. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Turner. 
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Rbhoboth,   . 
Rbtbbx, 
rochestbb,  . 
Rockland,  . 
Salem,  . 
soituati,  nobth 
Bhiblbt, 
Bhbxwsbubt, 

BOITTHAXPTOlf, 
SOUTHBBIDOB, 

South  Hadlbt, 
Spbbceb, 
Spbikopibld, 
Steblino,    . 

Stockbbidob, 
Stow,    . 

Stubbbidqe, 

Sudbubt,     • 

SUKDE  bland, 

Swansea, 
Taunton,     . 
uzbbidoe,    . 
Walpole,     . 
Wabe,  . 
Wabben, 
Watebtown, 
Watland,    . 
Welleblet, 
West  Bbookfield, 
Westfobd,  . 
Wbstxinsteb, 
Wbbtwood,  . 
Weymouth, 

South  Weymouth, 
Williamsbubo, 

ffaydenrilU, 

WOBUBN, 

Wbentham, 
Yabmouth,  . 


GlfU  of  DsriuB  Ooff  of  Pawtuoket,  IL.I. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bedford. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 

Gift  of  Silas  Peirce  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife. 

Bnilt  mainly  by  bequest  of  BCrs.  Betsey  D,  Hazen. 

Beqnest  of  Jubal  Howe. 

Gift  of  Winslow  U.  Kd wards,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 

Gift  of  Holmes  Ammidown  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  William  H.  Gaylord. 

Gift  of  Richard  Bugden. 

Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association. 

Gift  of  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester,  as  a  memorial  of  his  daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth  Anne. 

Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 

Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  for  estate  of  John  Witt  Ran- 
dall. 

Bequest  of  George  B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  aM  a  memorial  of  his 
father,  Joshua  Hyde. 

Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  John  Long  Graves. 

Gift  of  Hon.  F.  8.  Stevens'. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keeue,  N.  H. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  othcrH. 

Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 

Built  by  HoUis  H.  HunnewoU  and  others. 

Beqnest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 

Gift  of  HolUs  H.  Huimewell. 

Gift  of  Charlen  Merriam  of  Springfield. 

Gift  of  lion.  John  Vamum  Fletcher. 

Bequest  of  Charles  A.  Forbush. 

Gift  of  Howard  Colbum. 

Gift  of  Quincy  Tufts  and  his  sister,  Miss  Susan  Tufts. 

Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 

Bequest  of  Stephen  Mcekins. 

Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Hayden. 

Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  a»  a  memorial  of  his  father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Joslah  J.  Fiske. 

(Hft  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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[RxYisBD  Laws,  1902,  Chaptkb  38.] 

General  Provision. 

Section  1.     Library  corporations   and    associations    which  have 

been  legally  established  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and 

privileges  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  restiictions  attaching 

thereto. 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  2.  Attorneys  at  law  who  have  been  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  and  who  are  resident  in  a  county 
for  which  there  is  no  law  library  association  may  organize  as  a  cor- 
poration, under  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  by  the  name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  such  county, 
and  may  adopt  by-laws  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
superior  court. 

Section  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  have  access  to 
the  library  and  may  use  the  books  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  by-laws. 

Section  4.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law  library 
associations  in  their  respective  counties  all  sums  which  are  paid  into 
the  county  treasuries  during  the  year  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year. 
They  may  also  pay  to  said  associations  such  further  sums  as  the 
county  commissioners  may  consider  are  necessary  and  proper.  All 
sums  which  are  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  and  enlarge  such 
libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  of  citizens.  The  treasurer  of 
the  law  library  association,  before  receiving  any  money  from  the 
county  treasurer,  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  commissioners,  for  the  faithful  application  of  such  money,  and 
that  he  will  make  a  return  annually  to  them,  under  oath,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  expended. 

Section  5.  Each  law  library  association  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  immediately  after  their  publication,  one 
copy  of  the  legislative  documents  of  the  senate  and  house,  the  journal 
of  the  senate  and  the  journal  of  the  house. 
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City  axd  Town  Libraries. 

Section  6.  A  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain  public 
libraries  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  under  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  city  council  or  by  the  town,  and  may  receive,  hold  and  manage 
any  gift,  bequest  or  devise  for  such  library.  The  city  council  of  a 
cit}'  or  the  selectmen  of  a  town  may  place  in  such  library  the  books, 
reports  and  laws  which  may  be  received  from  the  commonwealth. 

Trustees  of  Town  Libraries. 

Section  7.  A  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the 
support  of  a  free  public  library,  or  free  public  library  and  reading 
room,  owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special  meet- 
ing, unless  the  same  has  been  acquired  entirely  or  in  part  through  some 
gift  or  bequest  which  contains  other  conditions  or  provisions  for  the 
election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management  which  have  been 
accepted  by  the  town,  elect  by  ballot  a  board  of  trustees  consisting  of 
any  number  of  persons,  male  or  female,  divisible  by  three,  which  the 
town  determines  to  elect.  When  such  board  is  first  chosen,  one-third 
thereof  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and  one- 
third  for  three  years,  and  thei*eafter  one-thii-d  shall  be  elected  annually 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  The  board  shall,  from  its  own  number, 
annually  choose  a  chairman  and  secretary  and,  if  the  town  so  votes, 
a  treasurer,  who  shall  give  a  bond  similar  to  that  given  by  the  town 
treasurer,  in  an  amount  and  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
selectmen.  The  town  treasurer  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of 
trustees  until  the  town  otherwise  directs. 

Section  8.  The  board  shall  have  the  custody  and  management  of 
the  library  and  i*eading  room  and  of  all  property  owned  by  the  town 
relating  thereto.  All  money  raised  or  appropriated  by  the  town  for 
its  support  and  maintenance  shall  be  expended  by  the  board,  and  all 
money  or  property  which  the  town  may  receive  by  gift  or  bequest  for 
said  library  and  reading  room  shall  be  administered  by  the  board  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  gift  or  bequest. 

Section  9.  The  board  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  town  of 
its  receipts  and  expenditures  and  of  the  property  in  its  custody,  with 
a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  and  of  any  gifts  or 
bequests  which  it  holds  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  its  recommenda- 
tions. 

Section  10.  The  provisions  of  the  three  preceding  sections  shall 
not  apply  to  library  associations,  nor  to  a  library  organized  under  a 
special  act. 
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Board  of  Free  Pcblic  Library  Commissioners. 

Section  1 1 .  There  shall  be  a  board  of  free  public  library  commis- 
sioners consisting  of  five  persons,  residents  of  the  commonwealth,  one 
of  whom  shall  annually  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The  governor 
shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

Section  12.  No  member  shall  receive  any  compensation,  but  the 
board  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  pay- 
able by  the  commonwealth,  for  clerical  assistance  and  for  other  neces- 
sary expenses.  It  shall  annually  in  January  make  a  report  to  the 
general  court. 

Section  13.  The  board  shall  advise  the  librarian  or  trustees  of  any 
free  public  library  relative  to  the  selection  or  cataloguing  of  books  and 
any  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  administration  of 
the  library. 

Section  14.  Said  board  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  library 
trustees  of  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of  sections 
sixteen  and  seventeen,  and  which  has  no  free  public  library  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  town,  expend  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for 
books  to  be  selected  and  purchased  by  said  board  and  delivered  to 
said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library. 

Section  15.  If  a  town,  the  valuation  of  which  is  not  more  than  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  and  which  has  a  free  public  library,  has  com- 
plied with  all  laws  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  such  library,  and  the 
trustees  of  the  library  provide,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  boaixi,  for  the 
distribution  of  books  in  different  parts  of  the  town  where  such  distri- 
bution is  necessary,  by  means  of  branch  libraries  or  deliveries,  and 
for  practical  and  effective  means  of  rendering  the  library  useful  to  the 
teachers  and  scholars  of  the  public  schools  in  such  town,  the  board 
may  expend,  in  such  amounts  and  at  such  times  as  they  determine, 
not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  each 
free  public  library  owned  and  controlled  by  such  town. 

Section  16.  A  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
three  preceding  sections  until  it  accepts  the  same  or  has  accepted  the 
corresponding  provisions  of  earlier  laws  and  has  elected  a  board  of 
library  trustees  as  provided  in  section  seven,  nor  until  said  trustees 
have  made  provision  satisfactory  to  said  commissioners  for  the  care 
and  distribution  of  the  books  furnished  by  them. 

Section  17.  Such  town  shall,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was 
one  million  dollars  or  over,  annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax, 
or  otherwise  provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public 


«2  FREE   PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  [Jan. 

library,  not  less  than  fifty  dollars ;  if  such  valuation  was  less  than 
one  million  dollars  and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand, 
not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars ;  and  if  such  valuation  was  less  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars. 

Appropriation  of  Money  for  Libraries,  etc. 

Section  15,  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  towns 
may  appropriate  money  ^'for  the  establishment,  maintenance  or  in- 
crease of  a  public  library  therein,  and  for  the  erection  or  provision  of 
suitable  buildings  or  rooms  therefor." 

*^For  maintaining  a  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants  have 
free  access  and  of  which  they  have  the  use,  and  for  establishing  and 
maintaining  a  public  reading  room  in  connection  with  and  under  the 
control  of  the  managers  of  such  library." 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  163,  chapter  102  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that 
money  received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  '^  shall  be 
expended  for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools." 

Defacing  or  Wilful  Detention  of  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

Sections  83  and  84,  chapter  208  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provide  that 
*' whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly  and 
without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book, 
plate,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  manu- 
script or  statue  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  public  or 
incorporated  library  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five 
nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six 
months." 

"Whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly 
and  without  cause,  detains  a  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet, 
or  manuscript  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  public  or 
incorporated  library  for  thirty  days  after  a  notice  in  writing  from  the 
librarian  thereof,  containing  a  copy  of  this  section  and  given  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  which,  by  the  regulations  of  such  library,  such 
book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet  or  manuscript  may  be  kept, 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twenty- 
five  dollai-8  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months." 

Disturbing  Public  Libraries. 

Section  33,  chapter  212  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  "who- 
ever wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library,  or  a  read- 
ing room  connected  therewith,  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any  other 


1904.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  83 

manner  daring  the  time  wben  such  library  or  reading  room  is  open  to 
the  public  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  thii*ty 
days  or  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars." 

Land  mat  be  taken  for  Library  Buildings. 

Section  47  of  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws  provides  that  «^any 
land  within  the  limits  of  a  city  or  town  not  appropriated  to  public 
uses"  may  be  taken  '^for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  building 
to  be  used  for  a  public  school,  a  library,  or  an  engine  house,  or  for 
the  enlargement  of  a  lot  of  land  taken  or  used  for  such  purpose,"  — 
but  the  land  thus  taken  may  not  exceed  two  acres  in  extent. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  provisions  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws,  each  town  and 
city  library  is  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Manual  of  the  General 
Court,  the  Blue  Book,  and  a  copy  of  the  series  of  public  documents. 
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I^IEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSIOI^. 


Mrs   MABEL  SIMPKINS  AGASSIZ,  Yarmouft, 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN,  Worcester,   . 
DELORAINE  P.  COREY,  Maiden,    . 
Miss  E.  P.  SOHIER,  Secretary,  Beverly,  . 
C.  B.  TILLINGHAST,  Chairman,  Boston, 


term  expires  1909. 
term  expires  1909. 
term  expires  1908. 
term  expires  1907. 
term  expires  1905. 


KEPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


2o  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission was  organized,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its 
fifteenth  report,  covering  the  calendar  year  1904. 

The  Commission. 

Mr.  Samuel  Swett  Green  and  Mrs.  Mabel  Simpkins  Agassiz 
have  been  reapix)inted  for  the  full  term  of  five  years. 

Books  supplied  during  the  Year. 

The  town  of  Southampton  has  been  supplied  with  $100  worth 
of  books,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of 
1890,  the  administration  of  the  library  having  been  so  changed 
as  to  comply  with  the  statute. 

The  town  of  New  Marlborough  has  been  supplied  with  a  first 
installment  of  books,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  233  of  the 
Acts  of  1900. 

The  second  installment,  completing  in  each  case  the  $100 
worth  allowed  by  law,  has  been  supplied  to  the  following 
towns :  — 


Bland ford, 

GosDold, 

New  Salem, 

Bolton, 

Hampden, 

Oakham, 

Boxborough, 

Leverett, 

Orleans, 

Brimfield, 

Mashpee, 

Sandisfield.— 14. 

Chester, 

Monroe, 

Towns  still  entitled  to  Benefit  under  the  Law. 
The  full  allowance  of  $100  worth :  — 


Alford, 

Egremont, 

Savoy, 

Auburn, 

Gill. 

Shutesbury, 

Boylston, 

Lanesborough, 

Southampton, 

Clarksburg, 

Middleton, 

Washington.— 12 
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The  second  allowance  is  due  to  the  following  towns  :  — 


Berlin, 

Charlemont, 

Chilmark, 

Dana, 

Dunstable, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Gay  Head, 

Goshen, 

Granby, 

Granville, 

Greenwich, 

Halifax, 

Hancock, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 


Holland, 

Huntington, 

Lakeville, 

Ley den, 

Middlefield, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Braintree, 

New  Marlborough, 

North  Reading, 

Otis, 

Paxton, 

Pelham, 


Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Royalston, 

Southwick, 

Sunderland, 

Tolland, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Warwick, 

Whately.  —  43. 


Towns  classified  as  to  Libraries. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  free  library  &cilities  they  now  enjoy  :  — 


Tenons  which  have 

Abington, 

Acushnet, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Amesbury, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashburnham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleborough, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beyerly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 


Class  1. 

libraries  owned  and  controlled  by 
circulation  to  all  the  people, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline« 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 


the  town  and  free  for 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dal  ton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dracut, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastharo, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 
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Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitch  burg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gay  Head, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Hadley, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hard  wick. 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Hoi  brook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lakeville, 

Lancaster, 

Lanes  borough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 


Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medfordi 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborougli, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborough, 


Northborough, 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Rtissell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbume, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southampton, 

Southborough, 
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Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

Southwick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stonebam, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampsoott, 

Swansea,      , 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 


Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridge  water, 

West  Brook  field, 

Westford, 

W^estminster, 


West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Westwood, 

Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.  —  274. 


Towns  which  have  free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bernardston, 

Brain  tree, 

Concord, 

Cummington, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Class  2. 

libraries  in  which  the  town 
in  the  management. 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 


ha^  some  representation 

Maiden, 

Methuen, 

Noi-ton, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfleld. 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Woburn.  — 86. 


Class  3. 

Towns  ifi  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates  money  ^ 

but  is  not  represented  in  the  management. 

Amherst,  Cheshire,  Harwich, 

Ashfield,  Cottage  City,  Lee, 

Boxford,  Duxbury,  Monson, 

Brewster,  Gardner,  Nantucket, 

Chatham,  Great  Barrington,  Northbridge, 
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Palmer,  Stx)ckbriclge,  Westhampton, 

Plymouth,  Tisbury,  West  Tisbury.  —  26. 

Princeton,  Ware, 

Scituate,  Wellesley, 

Class  4. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the 

town, 

Barnstable,  Gloucester,  Rehobotb, 

Becket,  Hopkinton,  Wareham, 

Billerica,  Ipswich,  Worthington, 

Buckland,  Marion,  Yarmouth.  — 16. 

£aston,  Norwell, 

Fairhaven,  Raynham, 

Class  5. 

TowTis  which  have  the  free  use  of  public  l^raries  in  other  places. 

Newbury, Newburyport  Public  Library. 

Washington, Becket  Athenteum.  —  2. 

Nineteen  New  Librart  Buildings. 

One  of  the  most  notable  indications  of  progress  is  that  daring 
the  year  new  library  buildings  have  been  opened  or  dedicated 
in  nineteen  of  our  towns,  as  appears  by  the  following  list :  — 


Ashland, 

Marlborough, 

Southampton, 

Bolton, 

Mattapoisett, 

South  Hadley, 

Boylston, 

Melrose, 

Stoneham, 

Brimfield, 

Middleborough, 

StoughtOQ, 

Douglas, 

Milton, 

Taunton. 

Franklin, 

Needham, 

Holliston, 

Oxford, 

New  buildings  are  also  in  the  course  of  construction  in  Hud- 
sop,  Rockland,  Rockport  and  Tyringham. 

Notes  of  Library  Progress. 

The  following  notes,  collected  from  a  large  number  of  libra- 
ries, are  Avorthy  of  careful  study.  They  tell  at  first  hand  the 
story  of  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  free  public  libraries, 
and  the  spirit  and  sentiment  which  underlie  the  library  system 
of  Massachusetts. 


12  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

needed.  The  purchase  of  books  must  soon  cease,  for  ntter 
lack  of  shelf  room  upon  which  to  place  them.  Meanwhile, 
the  appreciation  and  use  of  the  library  by  the  public  increases. 
The  necessit}"  of  a  good  supply  of  old  and  well-known  books 
for  children  is  emphasized.  A  tablefid  of  new  books  has  not 
the  attraction  for  the  child  that  it  has  for  the  adult;  he  will 
pass  it  by  with  a  casual  glance,  and  go  straight  to  the  shelves 
for  an  old  favorite. 

Auburn.  A  legacy  of  $100  has  been  received  from  the  estate  of 
George  Herbert  Mellish  of  New  York. 

Ayeb.  Attention  has  been  given  to  the  increase  of  the  children's 
department  by  the  purchase  of  carefully  selected  books;  and 
considerable  has  been  done  to  strengthen  the  resources  of  the 
reference  room.  The  library  is  now  open  for  the  delivery  of 
books  three  afternoons  and  evenings  of  each  week. 

Barre.  Miss  Carrie  E.  Read  succeeded  Miss  Mary  E.  Lane  as 
librarian  in  November,  1903.  The  trustees  announce  that 
they  would  be  glad  to  establish  stations  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, should  the  inhabitants  of  such  localities  so  desire. 

Bedford.  The  books  of  a  library  of  French  art,  which  has  been 
loaned  to  the  library  for  six  months,  have  been  greatly  appre- 
ciated, and  several  exhibitions  by  the  Library  Art  Club  have 
been  given.  The  Bedford  Historical  Society  and  the  Bedford 
Society  of  Natural  History  are  auxiliaries  of  the  library. 

Belchertown.  a  large  increase  in  the  circulation  is  reported. 
Four  new  stacks  have  been  placed  in  the  alcoves.  The  open- 
shelf  system  is  appreciated  by  the  larger  part  of  the  public. 
The  Belchertown  Historical  Association's  collection  of  historic 
relics  and  curiosities  has  been  deposited  in  one  of  the  rooms 
of  the  library  building,  and  has  proved  of  much  interest  to 
those  who  visit  the  rooms. 

Bellingham.  The  schools  appreciate  more  and  more  each  year 
the  privileges  of  the  library;  and  it  is  trusted  that  the  library 
may  be  an  important  factor  in  helping  to  strengthen  and  for- 
ward educational  work.  The  shelves  are  open  to  any  one,  at 
any  time,  for  reference.  The  town  has  increased  its  appro- 
priation,  and  books  are  now  sent  to  stations  at  the  two  extrem- 
ities of  the  town. 

Belmont.  A  continued  increase  in  circulation  is  reported.  The 
smoking  room,  an  innovation  which  was  noticed  in  a  former 
report,  the  use  of  which  had  been  discontinued,  was  reopened 
for  a  short  time,  but  so  little  use  was  made  of  it  that  it  was 
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voted  to  open  it  only  when  there  were  persons  desiring  to  use 
it.  Books  are  pow  delivered  at  Waverley  twice  a  week,  instead 
of  once  a  week,  as  formerly.  There  is  a  gain  in  the  use  of 
books  by  teachers. 

Berlin.  Teachers  are  allowed  extra  books  as  wanted,  and  a 
branch  has  been  established  at  South  Berlin. 

Behnardston.  a  set  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  has  been 
presented  by  Albert  N.  Johnson  of  Springfield.  Branch  libra- 
ries have  been  established  in  the  Huckle  Hill  and  West  Moun- 
tain districts,  in  the  homes  of  Mrs.  C.  S.  Hale  and  Mrs.  P. 
Putnam,  who  generously  transpori;  and  take  care  of  the  books 
without  charge.  A  reclassification  of  the  books  and  the 
preparation  of  a  card  catalogue  were  begun  in  June.  The 
librarian  peri;inently  writes :  "  I  hope  no  other  town  in  the 
State  will  be  so  shori;-sighted  as  to  allow  its  library  to  grow 
to  8,000  volumes  before  changing  to  the  card  system.^'  The 
Browne  charging  system  is  used. 

Beverly.  The  circulation  of  books  has  continued  to  increase, 
improvement  has  been  made  in  administration,  and  the  service 
in  the  schools  has  been  enlarged.  Six  schools  now  have  lend- 
ing libraries.  Printed  bulletins  for  free  distribution  are  fur- 
nished. A  disinfecting  room  has  been  installed,  in  which  all 
books  returned  from  the  schools  and  all  soiled  library  books 
are  to  be  thoroughly  purified  by  formaldehyde  gas.  Books 
known  to  have  been  used  in  places  where  there  have  been  infec- 
tious diseases  are  burned.  It  has  been  decided  to  buy  only 
those  works  of  fiction  which  are  worthy  to  be  kept  on  the 
shelves,  such  as  have  a  literary  value,  and  books  for  the 
younger  readers.  The  subscription  to  the  Bodley  Library  will 
supply  the  better  light  novels  of  the  day.  Exhibitions  of  the 
pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  greatly  enjoyed. 
There  is  a  branch  library  at  Beverly  Farms,  and  delivery  sta- 
tions at  North  Beverly  and  Centreville. 

BiLLERicA.  The  Talbot  Library  at  North  Billerica  has  been 
classified  by  the  decimal  system.  A  card  catalogue  has  been 
completed  and  a  printed  catalogue  issued. 

Blackstone.  An  increase  of  the  patrons  of  the  library  necessi- 
tates much  more  work.  It  has  been  decided  to  abandon  the 
system  of  open  shelves,  for  a  while,  at  least,  on  accoimt  of  the 
displacement  of  many  volumes,  especially  by  the  yoimger 
readers.  More  shelf  room  is  needed.  There  is  a  delivery 
station  at  East  Blackstone. 
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Blakdford.  a  second  branch  library  has  been  established  in  the 
Blair  district,  of  which  the  librarian  writes:  *'The  library 
in  the  west  part  of  the  town  is  greatly  appreciated/'  A  recent 
inventory  shows  a  loss  of  but  one  book  in  seven  years. 

BoLTOK.  The  Whitney  Memorial  Library,  which  has  been  noticed 
in  former  reports,  was  dedicated  June  17,  1904,  with  appro- 
priate exercises.  The  principal  address  was  by  Samuel  S. 
Green  of  the  Worcester  Free  Public  Library.  A  card  cata- 
logue is  being  prepared.  More  than  100  volumes  and  several 
articles  of  interest  for  the  historical  room  have  been  received 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silas  Holman,  and  a  gift  of  $100  has  come 
from  Miss  L.  F.  Bowen.  The  library  is  open  on  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings. 

Boston.  There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  stations  and  de- 
livery agencies  of  this  library.  There  are  now  ten  branch 
libraries,  with  permanent  collections  of  books;  twenty-two 
delivery  stations,  of  which  thirteen  are  reading  rooms;  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  places  of  deposit  or  delivery  at  city 
institutions,  engine  houses  and  public  and  parochial  schools; 
making  a  total  of  one  himdred  and  eighty-five  agencies  outside 
of  the  central  library.  Of  the  vexed  and  vexing  question  of 
fiction  reading  the  librarian  says:  "The  conservative  jwlicy 
which  the  library  is  now  pursuing  with  respect  to  the  pur- 
chases of  current  fiction  has  restricted  recent  accessions  in 
that  class  to  works  by  authors  of  established  reputation,  or  to 
volumes  which  have  been  before  the  public  long  enough  to 
have  demonstrated  their  merit.  .  .  .  There  is  no  dearth  of 
fiction  in  the  library,  easily  accessible,  much  of  which  is  supe- 
rior, not  only  as  literature,  but  in  general  interest  to  the  aver- 
age reader,  to  the  larger  part  of  that  recently  published.  It  is 
not  intended  to  underestimate  the  value  of  fiction  as  a  depart- 
ment of  literature,  or  the  place  of  the  novel  in  modem  literary 
development.  There  are  doubtless  writers  of  fiction  in  our  day 
who  are  worthy  to  rank  with  the  recognized  masters.  It  may 
be  conceded,  also,  that  it  is  one  of  the  functions  of  literature 
to  afford  pure  amusement  to  the  reader,  or  through  the  path- 
way of  romance  to  open  to  him  a  world  apart  from  our  strenu- 
ous modem  life,  and  that  this  may  be  done  by  means  of  the 
novel  as  in  no  other  way.  Nevertheless,  it  remains  true  that 
out  of  a  thousand  volumes  of  fiction,  more  or  less,  that  came 
from  the  press  last  year,  there  were  few  which  were  of  more 
than  ordinary  merit.     The  demand  for  these  books  is  stimu- 


1905.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  15 

lated  by  persistent  advertising,  and  with  few  exceptions  they 
are  out  of  vogue  within  a  short  time  after  publication.  The 
library  should  serve  all  classes  of  readers,  but,  although  the 
demand  for  current  fiction  is  insistent,  due  proportion  must  be 
observed  in  the  various  classes,  of  which  fiction  is  but  one.  .  .  . 
In  the  aggregate,  680  volumes  of  current  fiction  passed  under 
consideration  during  the  year;  of  the  entire  number,  not  more 
than  200  were  by  authors  who  are  at  all  widely  known; 
authors  whose  reputation  is  more  than  local  represented  a 
much  smaller  number.  Unless  much  restricted,  purchases  in 
duplicate  sufiBcient  to  supply  the  central  library  and  branches, 
to  say  nothing  of  deposit  work,  would  have  gone  far  toward 
exhausting  our  available  funds.  Out  of  the  whole,  135  titles 
were  accepted,  many  of  which  should  be  classed  as  fiction  for 
yoimg  readers.^'  The  examining  conmiittee  recommend  "a 
larger  supply  of  standard  fiction;  greater  duplication  of  copies 
of  books  in  active  demand;  prompt  replacement  of  books  re- 
ported as  missing  from  the  shelves ;  an  enlarged  appropriation 
for  salaries  at  the  branches,  wider  advertising  of  the  advan- 
tages presented  by  the  branches  and  stations.'*  The  library 
has  received  from  the  estate  of  C.  W.  Folsom  a  gift  of  1,067 
letters  and  manuscripts,  rich  in  material  relating  to  literary 
people  of  New  England. 

Bourne.  The  use  of  the  library  is  increasing,  and  many  summer 
visitors  are  among  its  patrons.  Loans  of  pictures  are  received 
from  the  Woman's  Education  Association. 

BoYLSTON.  Teachers  are  allowed  to  keep  in  their  schoolrooms 
such  books  as  may  be  desired  for  such  time  as  may  be  agreed 
upon.  Special  subjects  are  called  for,  and  the  best  books 
which  the  library  may  possess  upon  such  subjects  are  selected  by 
the  librarian.  There  are  no  delivery  stations,  as  the  prfiicipal 
sections  of  the  town  are  closely  connected  by  the  electric  rail- 
way. Under  the  will  of  the  late  Daniel  H.  Maynard  of  New- 
buryport,  a  native  of  Boylston,  the  amoimt  of  certain  residu- 
ary bequests  will  accrue  for  the  benefit  of  the  library.  Miss 
Salome  E.  White  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  erected  a  library 
building,  upon  land  furnished  by  the  town,  in  memory  of  her 
mother,  "  Harriet  Sawyer  White,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
town,  and  her  ancestors,  whose  families  were  long  and  promi- 
nently associated  with  its  affairs."  The  site  is  that  formerly 
occupied  by  the  old  Centre  schoolhouse,  with  additional  land 
from  the  adjacent  parish  land.     This  marks  a  spot  upon  which 
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have  been  transacted  some  of  the  principal  affairs  of  the  town. 
Here  stood  the  second  meetinghouse,  where  for  many  years  the 
town  meetings  and  other  public  gatherings  of  the  people  were 
held;  and  after  1851  it  was  the  site  of  the  village  school. 
Here,  also,  was  gathered  in  1792  the  Boylston  Social  library, 
which  maintained  an  unbroken  existence  until  1880,  when  it 
was  merged  into  the  Public  library.  The  new  building  was 
dedicated  Nov.  10,  1904,  on  which  occasion  an  historical  ad- 
dress was  given  by  Thomas  Todd  of  Concord.  The  main  ad- 
dress was  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Cooper  of  North  Brookfield. 
The  building  is  of  field  stone  from  the  Boylston  farms,  and  is 
60  by  51  feet.  From  the  vestibule,  entrance  is  made  to  the 
deliver}'^  room,  14  by  20  feet,  upon  either  side  of  which  are 
the  reading  and  historical  rooms,  with  the  librarian's  room  in 
the  rear  of  the  latter.  All  the  furnishing  of  these  rooms  is  of 
oak,  much  of  it  having  been  presented  as  memorial  gifts. 
Beyond  the  delivery  room  is  the  semi-circular  stack  room, 
which  is  open  to  the  heavy  glass  roof,  and  has  a  shelving  ca- 
pacity of  from  6,000  to  7,000  volumes.  The  metal  stacks  are 
placed  in  a  radial  form.  In  the  basement  is  a  fireproof  vault 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  town  records.  The  architects  were 
the  Puller-Delano  Company  of  Worcester. 

Bridgewater.  The  purpose  has  been  to  supply  those  books  that 
will  meet  the  needs  and  wishes  of  the  people.  Careful  scru- 
tiny is  made  of  the  fiction,  in  order  that  the  weaker  books  may 
be  eliminated.  This  course  has  opened  the  trustees  to  some 
criticism. 

Brimfield.  The  Danielson-Iincoln  Memorial  Building,  which 
commemorates  two  old  and  influential  families  of  the  town, 
was  dedicated  June  30.  Addresses  were  made  by  Prof.  Charles 
K  Fay  of  Tufts  College,  Dr.  R.  V.  Sawin  and  others,  and  an 
original  poem  was  read  by  Mrs.  Alice  Ormes  Allen  of  Stock- 
bridge.  At  the  close  of  the  exercises,  which  were  held  in  the 
town  hsll,  a  reception  was  held  in  the  new  building,  which 
was  decorated  with  bouquets  of  wild  flowers.  The  building 
presents  a  unique  appearance.  Its  site  is  on  the  plot  extend- 
ing east  from  the  residence  of  the  late  Capt.  Francis  L.  Lin- 
coln, which  is  still  the  home  of  his  family.  This  ground  is 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  farm  of  Gen.  Timothy  Danielson. 
whose  daughter  was  Sarah  Danielson,  to  whom  the  library  is  a 
memorial.  The  character  of  the  building  is  perfectly  adapted 
to  its  location.     It  is  constructed  of  native  stone,  and  is  em- 
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bowered  among  the  apple  trees  which  were  a  part  of  the  garden 
orchard  of  the  Lincoln  home.  The  simple  and  artistic  qualities 
of  the  exterior  have  their  correspondence  in  the  character  of  the 
interior,  from  which  there  is  a  marked  absence  of  the  insti- 
tutional appearance.  Upon  entering,  the  visitor  finds  himself 
in  a  homelike  atmosphere,  while  he  is  charmed  by  the  taste 
and  artistic  spirit  of  his  surroundings.  The  wainscoting 
of  the  rooms  is  stained  in  antique  oak  finish,  and  the  furniture 
is  of  corresponding  color.  The  leading  feature  of  the  read- 
ing room,  and  one  which  adds  to  its  hospitable  air,  is  the 
great  fireplace  of  native  stone.  The  large  hearthstone  was 
brought  from  the  pasture  of  the  ancestral  farm.  On  each 
side  of  the  fireplace  is  an  antique  chimney  seat,  or  settle,  from 
which  one  looks  out  upon  the  fields  through  windows.  On 
the  east  side  there  is  a  bay  window,  with  a  broad  seat  beneath 
it.  The  windows  towards  the  street  are  of  plate  glass.  In 
one  comer  of  the  room  is  a  cabinet  resembling  an  old-time 
builet.  Many  appropriate  gifts  of  furniture,  pictures  and 
other  articles  have  been  received.  The  library  has  recently 
adopted  an  artistic  book-plate,  which  is  well  worthy  of  notice, 
as  in  keeping  with  the  character  of  the  library  building.  It 
bears  a  representation  of  Steerage  Eock,  in  Brimfield,  a  noted 
historic  landmark  on  the  old  Bay  Path.  The  library  enjoys 
the  loan  of  the  travelling  libraries  and  pictures  of  the  Woman's 
Education  Association,  and  books  are  delivered  at  stations  at 
East  Brimfield  and  West  Brimfield.  Of  this  library  Miss 
Tarbell  says :  "  The  Brimfield  Library  is  not  a  model  library, 
but  a  typical  library,  inasmuch  as  it  represents  progress  along 
various  lines.  Many  vUlage  libraries  have  gone  farther  and 
done  better  along  certain  lines.  As  I  hoped,  the  homelike 
atmosphere  and  feeling  of  freedom  have  been  increased  in 
the  new  building.  All  visitors  are  impressed  by  the  perfect 
harmony  and  artistic  quality  of  the  reading  room,  which  is 
having  its  influence,  no  less  important  than  that  of  books, 
simply  in  its  expression  of  the  beautiful.  The  reading  room 
is  the  reception  room  of  the  library.  The  tables  contain 
neither  magazines  nor  newspapers,  but  choice  photographs  and 
illustrated  books.  The  photographs  are  foreign  views  and 
views  of  picturesque  scenes  in  Brimfield,  to  which  additions 
have  been  made  lately.  Young  people  and  other  visitors  are 
attracted  at  once  to  the  treasures  of  these  tables.  The  books 
and  photographs  of  the  travelling  library,  *  Egypt,'  are  now 
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on  the  large  table  in  the  reading  room.  To  describe  or  char- 
acterize our  progress  this  year,  I  should  say  that  it  consists 
in  increased  means  and  opportunities  for  the  influence  of 
beauty.  We  began  to  try  for  this  some  years  ago,  but  under 
disadvantages.  Now  we  have  a  perfect  environment, — ia 
itself  a  power,  and  the  accessions  grow.*' 
Brookton.  The  circulation  of  1903  diowed  a  large  increase,  not- 
ably in  that  made  through  the  schools.  The  circulation  at 
the  Campello  reading  room  fell  off,  largely  on  account  of  the 
nearness  of  the  Himtington  school  and  its  delivery;  and  that 
at  Montello  increased  about  one-third.  At  both  branches  a 
start  towards  increasing  the  supply  of  permanent  reference 
books  has  been  made,  with  every  promise  of  greater  attention 
in  the  future.  On  Aug.  1, 1904,  Robert  Kendall  Shaw,  from  the 
Library  of  Congress,  assumed  the  duties  of  librarianship,  suc- 
ceeding Clarence  W.  Ayer,  now  librarian  of  the  Cambridge 
Public  Library.  During  the  four  months  following  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Ayer  the  affairs  of  the  library  were  most  ably 
administered  by  the  assistant  librarian.  Miss  Clara  A.  Brett 
The  most  noteworthy  improvement  made  has  been  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  separate  room  for  the  children.  This  was  of  im- 
mediate advantage  both  to  the  children  and  the  adult  readers. 
The  exclusion  of  the  children  from  the  main  reading  room 
brought  more  comfort  to  the  grown  people,  and  induced  an 
almost  immediate  increase  of  attendance;  while  the  children's 
room  became  so  popular  that  several  times  within  the  first 
month  of  its  opening  the  circulation  almost  equalled  that  of 
the  main  library.  The  librarian  says :  "  Only  those  who  have 
attempted  to  carry  on  the  regular  administration  of  a  library 
with  a  crowd  of  eager  children  swarming  in  every  room  will 
fully  realize  the  benefit  derived  by  young  and  old  alike  at  the 
separation.  We  are  only  making  a  start  with  our  work  among 
the  children,  and  hope  to  do  more  during  the  coming  season.'' 
Unfortunately,  there  was  an  enforced  closing  of  the  children's 
room  during  two  months,  February  19 -April  20,  by  which 
the  circulation  suffered.  At  the  time  of  closing  the  work  was 
well  organized,  aad  the  set-back  proved  ver}^  serious.  The 
books  in  the  reference  room  have  been  reclassified  bv  the 
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Dewey  system,  which  it  is  intended  to  extend  to  the  regular 
shelves. 
Bbookline.     The  most  important  item  in  the  expansion  of  the 
work  of  the  library  during  the  year  has  been  the  opening  of 
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a  deposit  and  delivery  station  at  Coolidge  Comer.  Besides 
the  deposit  of  books  in  an  open  ease  ready  for  distribution,  a 
regular  delivery  is  made  from  the  central  library  twice  a  week; 
but  the  issue  of  books  directly  from  the  deposit  collection  bids 
fair  to  be  much  larger  than  the  issue  by  delivery  from  the 
library,  so  great  is  the  preference  of  the  public  for  choosing 
the  book  itself,  rather  than  the  title  of  one  from  a  catalogue. 
The  children's  books  have  been  thoroughly  examined  and 
brought  together.  The  librarian  says :  "  It  has  been  our  in- 
tention to  reject  not  only  that  which  is  bad  and  unwholesome 
in  juvenile  literature,  but  also  what  is  simply  dull,  and  to 
make  our  collection  a  model  of  what  a  children's  library  should 
be.  It  will  not  be  possible,  in  our  present  crowded  and  incon- 
venient  quarters,  to  allow  the  children  free  and  unrestricted 
access  to  their  library;  but  to  the  parents  the  alcoves  will  be 
open,  and  I  believe  that  many  of  them  will  appreciate  the 
opportimity  of  selecting  books  for  their  children  from  a  well- 
chosen  and  carefully  arranged  collection.''  The  opening  of 
the  library,  both  reading  rooms  and  delivery  department,  on 
Sundays,  is  being  considered.  Land  has  been  bought  by  the 
town  adjoining  the  present  library  lot,  and  a  new  building  is 
likely  to  be  erected  within  a  few  years.  The  Newark  charging 
system,  after  the  trial  of  a  year,  has  proved  of  great  benefit. 
Much  time  has  been  spent  in  working  out  the  simplest  and 
best  system  for  the  two  deposit  stations,  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. During  the  year  two  apprentices  have  served  terms  of 
eight  months  without  pay,  with  benefit  to  themselves  and  the 
library.  One  of  them  was  engaged  to  work  on  the  reclassi- 
fication of  the  library  at  the  expiration  of  her  term. 
Cambridge.  A  bequest  of  $7,350.39  has  been  received  from  Miss 
Abigail  L.  Prentiss,  to  establish  the  "  William  E.  Saunders 
alcove,"  in  memory  of  her  nephew.  There  are  thirteen  deliv- 
ery stations,  besides  the  branch  at  East  Cambridge.  New 
stations  are  often  more  or  less  of  an  experiment,  and  every 
attempt  to  bring  a  new  locality  into  closer  touch  with  the 
main  library  is  by  no  means  sure  to  succeed.  Two  or  three 
of  the  present  stations  have  shown  little  indication  that  they 
are  needed,  and  it  may  be  ad\'isable  to  abandon  them  in  favor 
of  other  locations.  Five  sets  have  been  added  to  the  collection 
of  stereoscopic  views,  *  and  the  total  number  now  used  is 
twelve.  They  afford  so  much  pleasure  to  the  children  who 
frequent  the  library  that  it  is  quite  imnecessary  to  attempt  to 
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put  an  estimate  on  their  direct  educational  value.  The  libra- 
rian, William  L.  E.  GiflEord,  resigned  at  the  close  of  1903,  to 
assume  the  charge  of  the  library  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association.  The  trustees  say,  in  their  annual  re- 
port: "Coming  to  Cambridge  in  the  year  1895,  after  the 
lamented  death  of  Miss  Almira  L.  Hayward,  Mr.  Gifford  un- 
dertook with  singular  skill  and  imtiring  patience  the  classifica- 
tion and  cataloguing  of  all  the  books  of  the  library  according 
to  the  most  approved  modem  methods.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  his  success  in  this  great  work  and  his  control  of 
every  administrative  detail  have  reflected  credit  not  only  upon 
himself,  but  upon  the  library  and  the  city  of  Cambridge.^'  In 
February,  Clarence  Walter  Ayer,  librarian  of  the  Brockton 
Public  Library,  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Giflford.  The 
newest  feature  of  the  work  of  the  year  is  the  so-called  "  travel- 
ling library.^'  Within  the  last  two  months  nine  lots  of  books, 
numbering  50  volumes  each,  have  been  sent  to  as  many  local 
delivery  stations.  The  choice  of  books  for  each  lot  was  di- 
vided evenly  between  fiction  and  non-fiction,  and  it  comprised 
a  representative  selection  of  popular  books  on  all  subjects,  old 
as  well  as  new.  After  these  lots  have  run  their  course  in 
their  present  places,  they  wiU  all  be  exchanged  and  "  travel '' 
to  other  stations.  It  is  intended  to  add,  within  a  short  time, 
three  more  lots,  and  send  them  to  the  three  remaining  stations. 
These  "  travelling  libraries  '^  are  designed  not  only  to  provide 
the  stations  with  good  reading  of  a  popidar  kind,  but  also  to 
supplement  the  work  of  the  local  delivery  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  afford  some  sort  of  recompense  for  failures  on  the  part 
of  borrowers  to  get  from  the  main  library,  through  the  regular 
local  delivery,  the  book  or  books  for  which  they  may  have,  from 
time  to  time,  sent.  Each  lot  is  to  be  considered  separate  from 
the  books  sent  through  the  local  deliver}^  and  to  be  separately 
charged  on  slips  without  cards,  except  for  identification. 
Their  welcome  was  immediate  and  cordial.  Within  a  short 
time  three  stations  were  calling  for  more  books.  These,  un- 
fortunately, could  not  be  supplied,  owing  to  lack  of  duplicates 
at  the  main  librar}%  and  to  the  necessity  of  first  sending  lots 
to  the  remaining  stations.  To  the  president  and  the  libra- 
rian, as  a  special  conmiittee,  were  intrusted  the  details  of 
establishing  these  "  travelling  libraries."  It  is  intended  that 
their  usefulness  shall  not  stop  with  the  local  delivery  stations, 
but  that  it  shall,  in  course  of  time,  reach  out  to  clubs,  societies,. 
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fire  stations,  churches  and  other  organizations.  They  have 
proved  to  meet,  in  part  at  least,  a  long-felt  want,  and  serve  to 
indicate  another  avenue  of  opportunity  for  the  library,  and 
another  call  for  a  larger  appropriation. 

Canton.  The  library  is  now  open  for  purposes  of  reading  and 
reference  on  every  Sunday  afternoon,  from  3  to  6  o'clock. 
While  the  Sunday  use  of  the  library  has  not  been  so  large  as 
might  be  wished,  it  has  steadily  increased,  and  it  is  believed 
that  it  will  continue  to  increase  as  the  advantages  it  offers 
become  better  understood  and  appreciated.  There  is  a  large 
and  constantly  increasing  use  of  the  library  for  reference  and 
general  study.  Mr.  Augustus  Hemenway  gave  $1,500  towards 
the  expenses  of  administration  during  the  year  1904,  he  hav- 
ing given  the  same  in  1903,  upon  the  condition  that  the  town 
appropriate  the  same  or  a  larger  sum  for  the  same  purpose. 
A  bulletin  of  additions  is  printed  monthly  in  the  local  paper, 
and  the  newest  books  are  placed  on  open  shelves,  where  they 
may  be  freely  examined.  Exhibitions  of  the  pictures  of  the 
Library  Art  Club  are  frequent. 

Carver.  An  increasing  interest  in  the  library  is  noted,  owing 
in  a  large  measure  to  the  efforts  of  the  public-spirited  resi- 
dents of  the  town.  The  success  of  the  stations  which  were 
opened  last  year  led  to  the  belief  that  the  same  methods  might 
be  pursued  in  other  sections  of  the  town  with  equally  gratify- 
iifg  results,  and  a  third  station  has  been  established  at  East 
Carver.  Two  of  the  stations  are  in  schoolhouses,  and  are 
necessarily  closed  during  the  vacations.  The  circulation  of 
books  has  been  largely  increased  by  the  opening  of  the  stations. 
A  card  catalogue  is  being  made. 

Charlemont.  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Temple  was  obliged  by  illness  to 
resign,  and  in  June  Miss  Juliet  B.  Smith  became  librarian. 
The  library  has  about  3,400  volumes,  one-half  of  which  has 
recently  been  acquired  under  the  will  of  Joseph  White  of 
Williamstown.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  comfortable  room  in 
the  town  hall,  with  a  separate  room  for  the  White  books,  which 
are  shelved  in  cases  given  by  the  trustees  of  the  Rockville 
(Conn.)  Public  Library  from  their  old  building.  There  are 
no  facilities  for  a  reading  room,  and  it  is  likely  that  this  val- 
ley town,  fourteen  miles  long  and  one  and  one-quarter  miles 
wide,  could  make  but  little  use  of  one.  Magazine  reading  is 
popular,  as  the  periodicals  contain  something  in  which  a 
whole  family  can  share,  and  they  are  kept  in  constant  motion. 
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During  the  winter  books  are  sent  to  a  reading  club  at  East 
Chariemont,  and  changed  when  desired.  The  librarian  aims 
to  help  the  younger  readers  in  choosing  books.  In  this  town 
neighboriy  good-will  effects  much.  One  lady  receives  and 
cares  for  the  books  sent  to  East  Charlemont,  while  another 
drives  jfrom  Zoar  for  books  for  herself  and  neighbors;  a  man 
from  Gilead  crosses  the  river  in  a  boat  to  change  books  with 
Zoar^  and  a  State  ward  walks  miles  to  bring  in  books.  The 
library  has  no  visitors  who  are  more  regular  and  interested 
than  the  children  from  the  village  school. 

Chelmsford.  North  Chelmsford  Library  Association.  This  li- 
brary is  so  crowded  for  room  that  nothing  beyond  the  routine 
work  is  practicable.  A  heavy  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the 
death  of  the  president,  Luther  H.  Sargent.  The  library  was 
established  largely  by  his  influence  and  effort,  and  he  was  for 
many  years  its  stanch  supporter,  contributing  both  money  and 
time  towards  its  support. 

Adams  Library.     This  library  has  received  a  gift  of  $25 
from  a  summer  resident. 

Chelsba.  The  circulation  of  1903  shows  an  increase  of  28  per 
cent,  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  increase  came 
almost  entirely  from  the  children's  department,  as  nearly  four- 
fifths  of  it  were  of  books  drawn  from  the  juvenile  class,  and 
more  than  one-half  of  the  new  names  were  registered  by  schol- 
ars in  the  grammar  grades.  A  large  proportion  of  the  gain 
in  the  other  classes  is  also  due  to  the  children,  as  it  was  found 
necessary,  on  account  of  the  rapidly  increasing  demand,  to 
limit  the  use  of  the  juvenile  class  to  one  book  only  on  a  card, 
and  this  obliged  those  who  wished  two  books  to  draw  the  sec- 
ond one  from  another  class.  Clement  Ryder  has  given  the 
library  its  first  literature  for  the  blind,  consisting  of  30  maga- 
zines in  the  Braille  type.  A  collection  of  books  relating  to 
Chelsea  is  being  made.  Exhibitions  of  pictures  of  the  Li- 
brary Art  Club  have  been  given.  The  librarian  says:  "We 
now  feel  that  the  library  is  doing  good  work  with  adults, 
young  people  and  schools,  and  that  it  has  reached  the  maz- 
limum  figures  possible  under  existing  conditions." 

Cheshire.  As  for  several  years  past,  the  library  enjoys  the  use 
of  the  travelling  libraries  and  pictures  of  the  Woman's  Edu- 
cation Association. 

Chester.  This  library  was  formerly  open  on  Saturday  after- 
noons and  evenings ;  it  is  now  open  on  Wednesday  aftemoonB^ 
and  it  has  been  found  that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  circula- 
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tion  has  been  on  that  day.  The  circulation  is  increasing  and 
the  young  people  are  taking  more  books  under  this  arrange- 
ment. 

Chesterfield.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity^  and 
apparently  of  progress.  The  patronage  of  residents  and  vis- 
itors is  assurance  of  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  library, 
the  managers  of  which  do  all  they  can  with  the  means  at  their 
command.  Beference  books  have  in  some  instances  been 
loaned  to  schools  for  extended  periods,  with  the  thought  that 
a  book  at  hand,  when  the  need  for  it  arises,  does  better  service 
than  if  it  is  on  the  library  shelves,  to  be  consxdted  when  con- 
venient. The  branch  at  West  Chesterfield  is  well  sustained, 
and  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  that  section.  No  large  bequests 
have  been  received,  but  the  lesser  gifts  that  now  and  then  find 
their  way  to  the  shelves  show  a  thoughtful  interest,  and  are 
every  one  helpful. 

Clinton.  The  circulation  of  books  constantly  increases,  notably 
in  the  children's  department,  and  the  opening  on  each  and 
every  day  has  proved  beyond  measure  satisfactory.  The  open- 
ing on  Sunday,  under  certain  restrictions,  gives  to  many,  seek- 
ing quiet  and  good  books,  an  hour  not  out  of  harmony  with  the 
thought  of  the  Lord's  Day.  This  opportunity  is  gaining  in 
favor,  and  the  directors  believe  that  the  new  methods,  made 
possible  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  library,  are 
great  helps  to  the  community  in  general. 

CoHASSET.  By  a  vote  of  the  town  a  union  has  been  effected  be- 
tween the  Cohasset  Free  Public  Library  and  the  Paul  Pratt 
Memorial  Library.  The  books  of  the  former  have  been  loaned 
to  the  latter  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  the  two  boards, 
whose  relations  have  been  most  harmonious,  act  together  in 
the  selection  and  purchase  of  books.  In  the  absence  of  a  com- 
pleted catalogue,  the  shelves  were  thrown  open, — an  experi- 
ment which  has  apparently  proved  satisfactory.  The  circula- 
tion has  about  doubled.  There  is  now  no  age  limit,  and  a 
great  many  more  children  take  books.  Two  books  are  allowed 
to  each  person,  pro\ided  only  one  is  fiction.  The  reference 
library  has  grown  in  its  demands,  and  it  has  received  the  care- 
ful attention  of  the  book  committee. 

Concord.  A  legacy  of  $10,000,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
library,  given  by  the  will  of  William  Munroe,  having  become 
payable,  has  been  received.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Samuel 
Hoar  the  library  received  the  sum  of  $2,000  for  its  art  depart- 
ment, and  Mr.  Hoards  oflBce  table,  which  was  used  as  a  cabinet 
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table  by  the  successive  presidents  and  cabinets  at  Washington, 
beginning  with  Madison  and  ending  with  Qrant.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Hoar  bequeaths  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to 
be  used  for  the  p\irehase  of  books ;  and  if  no  lineal  descendants 
survive,  the  residue  of  his  personal  property  is  to  be  divided 
in  equal  shares  between  the  library  and  Harvard  College.  A 
legacy  from  Alfred  Munroe,  of  his  collection  of  about  200 
foreign  photographs,  has  been  received. 

Dalton.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  James  B.  Crane  the  library 
receives  a  bequest  of  $5,000,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be 
used  in  the  purchase  of  books.  The  larger  part  of  the  work 
of  this  library  is  in  reference  work  for  the  schools  and  clubs, 
but  the  home  circulation  is  increasing. 

Danvers.  Books  are  delivered  to  the  schools  and  at  three  delivery 
stations.  The  demands  on  the  library  have  so  increased  that 
where  formerly  two  da3^s  in  a  week  were  suf&cient  to  attend 
to  the  work,  four  days  are  now  hardly  enough  to  accomplish 
it.  The  circulation  has  increased  50  per  cent.,  and  the  num- 
ber of  borrowers  has  doubled  since  1896,  when  the  first  town 
appropriation  was  received.  The  catalogue  cards  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  are  used,  at  a  great  saving  over  the  old 
method.  All  recent  books  are  placed  upon  open  shelves,  be- 
sides collections  of  works  on  current  topics.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion of  the  enjoyment  of  the  children  in  their  reading  room. 
Wind  and  weather  have  little  effect  upon  their  attendance; 
the  "  no  school  '^  signal  usually  means  to  the  librarian  the 
care  of  children  in  sufficient  numbers  to  comprise  several 
school  grades.  Exhibitions  of  the  pictures  of  the  Library 
Art  Club  are  given. 

Dartmouth.  Dartmouth  Free  Public  Library.  This  library  haa 
been  removed  from  the  room  in  the  high  school  building  at 
EusselFs  Mills  to  a  room  in  a  vacant  building.  The  books  are 
to  be  arranged  by  the  Dewey  system. 

Dedham.  The  trustees  report  that  "  a  large  portion  of  the  books 
added  yearly  are  of  the  lighter  class  of  literature,  but  they 
supply  the  demand  of  the  public;  and  in  a  library  of  the  size 
of  this  one,  dependent  upon  annual  appropriations  at  the  town 
meetings,  it  would  not  be  good  policy,  nor  fair  to  the  readers, 
to  expend  more  than  a  fair  proportion  of  the  funds  for  works 
of  a  classical  and  permanent  nature,  wliich  would  only  be  con- 
sulted by  students  or  specialists.  A  public  library  in  a  town 
like  Dedham  largely  takes  the  place  of  the  old  circulating 
library;  and,  wliile  great  care  is  taken  to  exclude  books  of  an 
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immoral  or  of  sectarian  tendency^  the  mass  of  readers  expect 
and  require  the  current  publications  of  the  day,  which  amuse 
and  interest  them^  and  perhaps  encourage  a  taste  for  more 
virile  and  instructive  reading/'  Deliveries  are  made  to  the 
schools,  and  there  are  branch  libraries  at  East  Dedham  and 
Oakdale.  In  place  of  the  list  of  accessions  heretofore  printed 
in  the  annual  town  reports,  leaflets  devoted  to  special  classes 
have  been  issued  this  year.  When  a  suflBcientnumber  of  titles 
gather  in  each  class  they  are  printed  in  the  local  newspaper 
and  reprinted  in  pamphlet  form  on  two  or  four  pages.  Of 
these  there  have  been  furnished  for  free  distribution  two  for 
fiction  and  one  each  for  history  and  biography.  The  weekly 
delivery  of  books  to  pupils  of  the  fourth  to  ninth  grades  con- 
tinues, with  excellent  results.  Teachers  and  scholars  are 
guided  in  their  selections  by  a  printed  list  of  good  reading, 
prepared  by  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

Dekrfield.  Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Association.  Much  has 
been  done  in  classification  and  arrangement  of  books.  The 
most  valuable  addition  of  the  year  was  a  set  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Historical  and  Genealogical  Eegister. 

Douglas.  The  Simon  Fairfield  Library  building  at  East  Douglas 
was  dedicated  January  28.  The  books  are  being  reclassified 
by  the  Dewey  system,  with  Cutter  author  numbers.  There  is 
a  partial  card  catalogue,  which  it  is  proposed  to  extend.  The 
Browne  system  of  charging  is  used  and  is  liked.  Free  access 
to  the  stack  room  is  allowed  to  adults,  but  not  to  children. 
The  schools  continue  to  make  an  extensive  use  of  the  library, 
and  the  reading  room  is  well  patronized.  Since  the  opening 
of  the  new  building  the  use  of  the  library  has  largely  increased. 

Dover.  The  removal  of  the  high  school  to  the  western  part  of  the 
town  is  the  probable  cause  of  a  diminished  circulation.  This 
shows  the  close  relationship  which  exists  between  the  libraries 
and  the  school,  and  their  mutual  dependence;  and  it  empha- 
sizes the  desirability  of  school  deliveries,  especially  where  the 
schools  are  remote  from  the  libraries.  A  classified  catalogue 
has  been  issued.  New  shelves  have  been  added  to  accommo- 
date the  growing  collection,  and  electricity  has  been  introduced 
for  lighting  in  place  of  kerosene.  A  gift  of  $100  has  been 
received  from  Mrs.  Arthur  Davis.  The  shelves  are  open  to 
the  public. 

Dbacut.  Valuable  gifts  have  been  received.  An  elegant  book, 
or  illustrated  manuscript,  has  been  presented  by  the  Molly 
Varnum  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  of  Lowell  and  vicinity.     This  is 
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printed  and  decorated  by  pen  and  brush  by  Ross  Tomer  of 
Boston^  and  contains  the  names  of  the  four  hundred  men  of 
Dracut  who  served  in  the  army  of  the  revolution.  Individual 
members  of  the  chapter  have  given  oil  portraits  of  early  citi- 
zens of  the  town  and  a  bust  of  Washington.  The  library  en- 
deavors to  assist  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  in  educa- 
tional work  by  purchasing  and  loaning  books  for  the  school 
children^  and  books  and  magazines  are  loaned  to  reading 
rooms  and  societies. 

DuxBUBY.  Weekly  deliveries  of  books  are  now  made  to  five  sta- 
tions in  remote  parts  of  the  town. 

East  Bridoewateb.  Annual  sales  have  been  held  for  several 
years^  the  proceeds  of  which  add  to  the  financial  resources  of 
the  library.  A  messenger  service  has  been  established  in  the 
Bobbins  Pond  neighborhood^  and  another  in  Elmwood.  The 
expense  is  met  by  local  assistance  from  Robbins  Pond  and  by 
the  Young  People^s  League  of  Elmwood.  By  the  will  of  Mrs. 
Agnes  M.  Hobart,  whose  liberality  to  the  library  on  many  oc- 
casions is  gratefully  remembered^  a  bequest  of  $500  is  made 
to  be  used  as  the  needs  of  the  library  may  require.  Care  has 
been  used  in  the  purchase  of  fiction.  The  aim  has  been  to  select 
the  best, — those  books  which  are  likely  to  be  of  permanent 
value, — and  let  the  rest  go.  In  this  connection  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  note  that  many  of  the  elder  readers  are  returning  to 
the  older  novelists,  Scott,  Dickens  and  the  rest,  and  many  of 
the  younger  readers  are  taking  them  up  for  the  first  time. 
The  flash  and  glitter  of  the  recent  historical  novels  ought  not 
to  blind  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  great  novels  were  written  be- 
fore "  Janice  Meredith  '^  and  "  Eben  Holden.^' 

Easthampton.  The  library  has  been  well  used,  not  only  by  read- 
ers in  general,  but  especially  by  the  schools,  whose  pupils  come 
more  frequently.  Teachers  are  encouraged  to  come  or  send 
for  books  to  be  used  by  their  scholars  in  school  work,  and  pains 
are  taken  to  provide  the  best  works  of  reference,  which  are 
continually  used.  Care  is  taken  to  encourage  the  reading  of 
books  other  than  fiction,  and  selections  of  such  books  are 
placed  where  they  can  be  examined  by  the  public.  The  use  of 
the  two-book  system  has  had  the  effect  of  decreasing  the  per- 
centage of  the  circulation  of  fiction. 

East  Longmeadow.  An  increased  interest  in  the  library  is  indi- 
cated by  an  increase  in  its  use. 

Egremont.  For  the  better  accommodation  of  the  people  of  North 
and  West  Egremont,  branches  have  been  established  at  those 
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places,  books  being  taken  from  the  main  library  to  be  returned 
and  exchanged  every  two  months.  This  is  appreciated  by 
those  who  formerly  had  little  or  no  use  for  the  library. 

Erving.  Cards,  catalogues,  etc.,  are  now  used,  and  the  plan  is 
more  satisfactory  than  the  old  way  of  going  to  the  shelves;  it 
makes  it  easier.  The  library  is  not  used  through  the  summer 
as  freely  as  during  the  winter.  The  Miller's  Palls  branch  has 
received  a  gift  of  $60  in  cash. 

Everett.  Frederick  E.  Pariin  Memorial  Library.  This  library, 
although  it  has  been  in  its  present  building  but  ten  years,  is 
already  cramped  for, room.  To  make  room,  all  its  State  and 
national  documents,  some  c^  which,  at  least,  should  have  been 
preserved,  have  been  returned  to  the  departments  from  whence 
they  came.  The  children's  room,  with  accommodations  for 
forty-five,  has  space  for  only  about  one-half  of  its  present  re- 
quirements. Many  libraries  in  the  State  are  in  the  same  con- 
dition, care  having  been  taken  only  for  immediate  needs,  with 
no  thought  of  those  of  the  future.  Space  for  the  growth  of  a 
reasonable  period  and  ample  land  for  extension  should  always 
be  provided  in  the  erection  of  a  library  building.  The  library 
has  purchased  the  Italian  and  Palestine  sets  of  stereoscopic 
views.  These  pictures  have  been  found  helpful  as  well  as 
entertaining,  and  the  study  of  those  countries  has  been  greatly 
aided  by  their  use.  The  librarian  recommends  the  giving  of 
visiting  days  to  the  staflE  throughout  the  year,  after  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  schools.  In  visiting  other  libraries  theire  may 
be  gained  much  inspiration  and  many  ideas  which  can  be 
worked  out  at  home. 

Shute  Memorial  Library.  The  circulation  of  1903  showed 
a  liberal  increase  over  that  of  1902.  The  library  has  been 
divided  into  two  parts,  one  for  the  children  and  the  other  for 
the  adults,  which  has  proved  of  value,  and  has  given  satisfac- 
tion to  all.  The  "  children's  comer  "  has  met  with  great  suc- 
cess. The  purchase  of  adjacent  land  for  future  use  is  urged 
with  propriety.  The  unfortunate  condition  of  many  libraries 
for  lack  of  ample  space  should  be  a  warning. 

Pairhaven.  The  circulation  of  1903  shows  a  gain  of  11.7  per 
cent,  over  that  of  1902,  with  a  low  rate  of  fiction.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  45.6  per  cent,  of  the  residents  of  the  town 
over  eleven  years  of  age  were  registered  borrowers, — a  propor- 
tion hardly  surpassed  in  the  country.  Non-fiction  privileges 
have  been  extended,  so  that  any  reasonable  number  of  books 
may  be  borrowed  at  one  time  on  a  single  card.    Current  peri- 
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odicals  are  issued  for  one  week  instead  of  two;  this  enables 
a  much  larger  number  to  use  them  while  they  are  fresh.  Peri- 
odicals over  four  months  old  and  all  bound  volumes  are  loaned 
for  two  weeks,  as  before.  During  the  summer  months  many 
avail  themselves  of  the  vacation  reading  plan,  by  which  six 
novels  of  titles  published  prior  to  1902  may  be  taken  and  re- 
tained until  September.  A  collection  of  illustrative  material 
has  been  begun  by  several  high  school  girls,  who  meet  and  pull 
to  pieces  old  magazines.  Quite  a  large  collection  has  been 
gathered,  classified,  indexed  and  numbered  for  circulation. 
It  is  likely  to  be  usefxd  to  teachers  and  others  who  are  in 
search  of  illustrations.  By  an  arrangement  with  the  school 
authorities,  talks  to  pupils  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  have 
been  given  for  the  purpose  of  instruction  in  the  proper  use  of 
books.  To  test  the  information  gained  from  these  talks,  test 
lists  of  material  in  the  library  on  several  subjects  were  ob- 
tained from  the  schools.  The  result  was  gratifying,  for,  of  a 
class  of  forty,  twenty  presented  excellent  lists  and  eleven 
others  fair  ones.  This  library  appears  to  present  an  excellent 
example  of  experimental  work  along  practical  lines. 

Fall  River.  The  children's  library  with  open  shelves  continues 
to  grow  in  favor  and  usefulness.  Care  has  been  taken  in 
selecting  books  for  this  department,  giving  due  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  providing  books  alike  for  recreation  and  instruc- 
tion. Careful  selections  have  been  made  of  fiction,  but  the 
fact  that  books  of  enduring  value  must  form  a  large  jwrtion 
of  the  possessions  even  of  a  children's  library  has  never  been 
overlooked.  The  reference  department  of  the  library  has  re- 
ceived valuable  additions,  and  its  privileges  are  enjoyed  by  a 
large  number  of  visitors.  The  attendant  is  called  upon  fre- 
quently to  assist  in  investigations  of  subjects  or  to  furnish 
information  on  a  wide  range  of  topics.  Additions  to  the  stack 
room  will  give  room  for  nearly  10,000  volumes.  A  printed 
catalogue,  supplementary  to  that  of  1882,  is  in  contemplation, 
and  preliminary  clerical  work  is  being  done.  It  is  expected 
that  the  work  of  preparation  and  printing  will  cover  a  period 
of  about  two  years. 

Falmouth.  The  town  library  has  received  a  gift  of  valuable 
books  from  Mrs.  Henry  Bryant,  and  a  legacy  of  books  from 
Mrs.  Frances  E.  Swift.  A  finding  list  has  been  printed,  and 
good  progress  has  been  made  upon  the  card  catalogue.  The 
West  Falmouth  Library  has  received  gifts  of  books  from  sev- 
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eral  interested  persons,  and  the  directors  are  making  arrange- 
ments for  classifying  and  recataloguing  the  librar}\ 

FiTCHBURG.  The  circulation  for  home  use  has  increased.  The 
attendance  in  the  reading,  reference  and  children's  rooms 
often  taxes  the  seating  accommodations,  particularly  on  Sat- 
urday and  Sunday  afternoons.  The  building  is  open  every 
day  in  the  year  except  holidays.  There  is  a  feeling  that  it 
should  be  opened  on  all  days,  and  it  is  recommended  that  it  be 
open  on  holidays  during  the  same  hours  as  on  Sundays.  The 
local  history  collection  is  steadily  growing.  Books  and  pam- 
phlets relating  to  Fitchburg  are  especially  desired.  A  delivery 
station  is  maintained  at  West  Fitchburg,  the  usefulness  of 
which  would  be  greatly  increased  if  it  could  be  made  a  deposit 
station,  which  the  librarian  recommends.  This  library  is  trying 
the  experiment  of  renting  current  books  from  the  Bodley  Li- 
brary. This  was  begun  about  July  1,  and  has  been  popular 
with  the  borrowers.  The  Bodley  books,  nimibering  100,  are 
shelved  in  the  delivery  hall,  where  they  are  accessible  to  the 
public.  Early  in  the  year  a  catalogue  of  the  art  gallery  and 
museum  was  published.  Recently  this  department  has  been 
greatly  enriched  by  the  gift  of  several  reproductions  of  classic 
statuary,  from  the  president  of  the  trustees,  Henr}'  A.  Willis. 
Plans  are  under  consideration  for  the  installation  of  a  second 
steel  bookstack,  for  which  funds  have  been  generously  provided 
by  Herbert  I.  Wallace,  a  trustee  of  the  library,  and  son  of  the 
donor  of  the  Wallace  Library  and  art  building. 

Florida.  Deposits  of  books  are  placed  in  each  schoolhouse,  and 
the  circulation  increases  from  year  to  year. 

Franklin.  The  Ray  Memorial  Library  building,  which  has  been 
for  several  years  in  course  of  erection,  was  dedicated  Oct. 
4,  1904,  on  which  occasion  an  address  was  delivered  by  Ex- 
Govemor  John  D.  Long.  This  building,  which  is  the  gift  of 
the  daughters  of  the  late  Joseph  6.  Ray,  who  was  the  town's 
wealthiest  and  most  honored  citizen,  as  a  memorial  of  their 
fatlior  and  mother,  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  finest  librarv 
buildings  in  the  country.  It  is  "  purely  a  civic  structure,  and 
contains  a  free  public  library,  with  beautiful  reading  rooms 
and  a  spacious  lecture  hall,  besides  a  memorial  hall  or  corridor 
in  tlie  front  of  the  building.  The  design  is  that  of  an  an- 
cient Greek  building,  and  every  detail  of  its  construction,  both 
inside  and  outside,  adheres  closely  to  the  best  that  was  Greek 
in  line  and  ornament,  besides  much  that  is  of  the  most  modem 
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in  the  conveniences  and  utilities  necessary  for  such  a  building.*' 
Opening  from  the  entrance  portico  is  the  memorial  hall,  20 
by  62  feet,  which  is  to  contain  portraits  of  the  donors  and 
their  parents.  The  scheme  of  decoration  in  this  room  is  a 
rich  red,  in  which  mahogany,  marble,  bronze  and  other  ma- 
terials harmonize,  the  walls  on  three  sides  containing  five 
elaborate  panels  by  Tomasso  Juglaris  of  Turin  and  Boston. 
^'  These  decorations  relieve  the  somewhat  sombre  effect  of  this 
hall,  and  light  it  up  with  the  color  and  life  with  which  the 
ariist  has  imbued  his  panels.'*  The  reading  room  covers 
the  remaining  depth  and  about  two-thirds  of  the  width  of  the 
building,  is  two  stories  in  height,  and  is  lighted  from  above. 
The  frieze,  running  all  around  the  room,  contains  panels  of 
Greek  festival  life  by  Juglaris,  which  are  worked  out  in  a  deco- 
rative spirit.  The  adjoining  room,  occupying  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  main  floor,  is  25  by  67  feet  and  of  the  same 
height  as  the  reading  room.  This  room  is  divided  by  screens  into 
three  portions, — a  delivery  room  in  front,  a  stack  room  in  the 
centre  and  a  librarian's  room  in  the  rear.  The  stack  has  a  ca- 
pacity of  about  50,000  volumes.  The  rooms  of  the  main  floor 
are  lighted  by  tiers  of  windows,  placed  high  in  the  walls  and  set 
with  prismatic  glass.  The  basement,  which  is  on  the  lower 
level  of  a  side  street,  contains  a  spacious  and  pleasant  chil- 
dren's room  and  a  lecture  room,  which  is  fitted  with  cabinets 
for  local  history  collections.  The  general  architectural  design 
-  of  the  entire  building  and  its  decoration  have  been  supervised 
by  Henry  H.  Gallison  of  Boston,  who  has  contributed  several 
paintings  to  its  walls.  The  architects  are  Rand  &  Skinner  of 
Boston.  "No  formal  ^transfer  of  the  property  will  be  made 
to  the  town,  the  reason  being  that,  while  boards  of  select- 
men may  change  their  views,  the  view  point  of  true  art  is 
established,  and  the  future  of  the  Ray  memorial  is  therefore 
entrusted  to  no  one  except  the  donors  and  their  heirs.  The 
people  of  Franklin  are  glad  to  accept  the  gift  in  this  spirit, 
there  being  no  cost  of  maintenance,  taxes,  increase  of  books, 
or  anything  of  expense  but  which  will  be  taken  care  of  by  the 
Ray  estate.  The  library  will  then  stand  as  a  fitting  memorial 
to  a  self-made  man,  a  work  of  classic  art,  and  a  lesson  in 
applied  philanthropy." 
Gardner.  A  system  of  school  libraries  has  passed  the  experi- 
mental stage  with  gratifying  results.  The  teachers  have  been 
helpful  in  extending  this  work,  and  have  done  much  to  bring 
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about  an  increase  in  the  children's  use  of  the  main  library. 
It  is  estimated  that  40  per  cent,  of  the  cards  in  active  use  are 
held  by  children.  A  decrease  in  the  general  circulation,  which 
has  been  constant  for  several  years,  became  a  matter  of  in- 
vestigation and  of  comparison  with  other  libraries.  It  was 
found  that  the  loss  was  largely  or  wholly  in  the  fiction  class. 
This  condition  has  been  found  in  other  libraries,  and  is  not 
a  matter  of  great  concern  imder  existing  circumstances,  which 
are  known  to  most  librarians.  An  arrangement  with  the  Bod- 
ley  Library,  made  early  in  1904,  appears  to  be  a  successful 
solution  of  the  fiction  problem.  The  circulation  has  steadily 
increased,  even  during  the  summer  months,  and  the  danger  o£ 
crowding  the  shelves  with  books  of  passing  popularity  is 
avoided.  Eeadings  from  the  poets  are  given,  as  many  people 
will  listen  to  poetry  who  will  not  read  it.  In  this  and  other 
ways  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  develop  a  taste  for  some- 
thing better  than  weak  fiction.  Exhibitions  of  the  coUectdons 
of  the  Library  Art  Club  are  given  in  connection  with  talks 
upon  the  subjects  illustrated ;  and  it  has  been  found  that  this 
has  brought  the  library  in  touch  with  people  who  have  not 
hitherto  been  interested.  Miss  Mary  Eeynolds  Clarke  suc- 
ceeded Miss  Ellen  B.  Cramton  as  librarian  in  May. 

Georgetown.  The  value  and  influence  of  the  library  increase 
year  by  year.  There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  books  of 
real  worth  and  permanent  value,  and  a  decrease  in  the  call 
for  works  of  a  trashy  and  frivolous  nature.  Books  designed 
to  supplement  the  text  books  used  in  the  schools  have  been 
supplied,  in  order  to  afford  the  pupils  a  wider  view  and  a 
more  thorough  imderstanding  of  the  subjects  studied.  The 
building  fund  is  now  over  $20,000,  and  is  available  for  the 
erection  of  a  library  building  when  the  town  shall  so  direct. 

GosNOLD.  The  library  building  has  been  enlarged.  A  collection 
of  about  500  volumes  is  well  used  by  the  twenty-five  families 
resident  upon  the  island.  Many  strangers  visit  the  island 
during  the  summer  months,  and  express  surprise  at  the  inter- 
est which  the  people  take  in  the  books.  There  have  been  no 
new  books  or  gifts  received  during  the  past  year. 

Grafton.  The  trustees  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  far  too  small 
a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  use  the  library. 
The  circulation  increases  each  year  to  a  small  degree,  but  not 
at  the  rate  that  it  should.  The  library  contains  much  in  stand- 
ard literature  and  the  best  of  fiction,  and  new  books  are  put 
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in  circulation  each  month.  The  public  are  admitted  to  the 
stack  room.  Deliver}'  stations  are  established  in  four  outly- 
ing villages. 

Granby.  The  library  room  has  been  stained  and  varnished,  and 
the  shelving  capacity  about  doubled.  A  gift  of  $50  and  a 
legacy  of  $200  have  been  received,  both  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  This  has  enabled  the  library  to  obtain  some  reference 
books  and  historical  works  that  could  not  have  been  pur- 
chased from  the  town  appropriation. 

Granville.  Books  have  been  delivered  on  two  evenings  of  each 
week,  and  the  reading  room  has  been  open  every  evening  ex- 
cept Sundays  and  holidays.  Additions  of  books  have  been 
made  by  the  town  and  b/ individuals,  and  the  GranviUe  Li- 
brary  Club  has  shared  with  the  town  the  expense  of  running 
the  library.  There  have  been  exhibitions  of  pictures  loaned 
by  the  Woman^s  Education  Association. 

Great  Barrington.  A  gift  of  £20  sterling  has  been  received 
from  a  brother  of  the  present  Lord  Barrington  of  England,  as 
the  beginning  of  a  fund  for  a  new  library  building. 

Greenfield.  The  report  in  hand  is  for  eleven  months,  ending 
Jan.  31,  1904.  The  per  cent,  of  fiction  has  slightly  decreased; 
that  taken  by  children  was  57  per  cent.,  against  67  per  cent, 
selected  by  adult  readers.  The  children  are  making  intelli- 
gent use  of  their  part  of  the  library;  forty-two  vacation  read- 
ers secured  certificates  for  completing  a  prescribed  course  of 
summer  reading;  33  per  cent,  of  all  books  loaned  were  taken 
by  children.  The  duplicate  library  has  been  enlarged.  It 
more  than  pays  for  itself,  and  gives  general  satisfaction.  This 
collection  diverts  some  of  the  demand  for  new  fiction  from  the 
copies  in  the  library  proper,  and  thus  makes  it  easier  for  those 
who  do  not  care  to  spend  a  cent  a  day  to  obtain  the  more  re- 
cent books  without  extra  charge.  Exhibitions  of  the  pictures 
of  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  given ;  that  of  the  works  of 
Velasquez  excited  the  most  interest.  A  number  of  Polish 
books  and  a  Polish  newspaper  have  been  added  to  the  library, 
and  are  much  appreciated  by  the  constantly  growing  popula- 
tion of  that  nationality. 

Groton.  Weekly  deliveries  of  books  are  now  made  at  West 
Groton.  Teachers  and  others  engaged  in  special  lines  of  study 
may  take  books  in  any  quantity,  subject  to  the  discretion  of 
the  librarian.  Such  loans  must  be  renewed  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks,  and  must  be  returned  at  any  time  upon  the  writ- 
ten notification  of  the  librarian  that  the  books  are  desired  by 
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another  person.  Miss  Ellen  King  of  New  York  has  given  $50 
for  the  purchase  of  books  and  $100  for  the  purchase  of  a  col- 
lection of  native  butterflies;  the  collection,  which  consists  of 
300  specimens,  has  been  secured  and  placed  in  the  library. 
Monthly  exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art  Club  are  given. 

Groveland.  Miss  Alice  L.  Quimby  resigned  the  librarianship  in 
1903,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Miss  Louise 
F.  Cammett.  Through  the  continued  courtesy  of  the  Woman's 
Education  Association  the  library  has  received  the  loan  of 
several  of  its  travelling  libraries  with  pictures.  These  libra- 
ries may  be  retained  several  months,  and  offer  real  educational 
advantages.  Purchases  of  books  are  made  quarterly,  from 
titles  suggested  by  users  of  the  library ;  thus  far  this  plan  has 
proved  very  satisfactory. 

Hadley.  The  collection  of  relics  in  the  historical  room  has  be- 
come a  genuine  attraction  to  visitors.  A  memorial  to  the  vet- 
erans of  the  civil  war  is  to  be  placed  in  the  library  hall.  A 
branch  library  is  maintained  at  Norili  Hadley,  the  liberal  use 
of  which  shows  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  section. 

Hamilton.  The  trustees  have  endeavored  to  meet  the  demands  of 
all  classes  of  readers,  and  to  awaken  a  taste  for  books  for 
which,  as  yet,  there  is  little  demand.  They  have  followed  the 
principle  that  a  small  group  of  careful  students  should  be  pro- 
vided for,  as  well  as  a  larger  class  who  read  much  that  is  bf 
passing  value,  and  who  are  constantly  asking  for  the  latest 
books,  as  if  they  were  always  the  best.  To  this  end  books  have 
been  furnished  freely  to  individuals,  clubs,  societies  and 
schools,  provided,  always,  that  the  works  desired  are  of  per- 
manent value.  A  new  feature  is  a  group  of  books  for  very 
young  children  of  kindergarten  age.  The  library  has  enjoyed 
the  loans  of  the  Woman^s  Education  Association. 

Hanover.  Besides  the  central  library,  there  are  four  delivery  sta- 
tions, which  are  well  patronized.  Money  for  a  library  build- 
ing will  be  available  before  many  years  have  passed.  There  ' 
V  has  been  a  little  complaint  because  some  are  unable  to  get  the 
books  they  send  for.  It  would  be  impossible  for  the  library 
to  have  duplicates  of  the  new  and  popular  books,  and  the 
only  remedy  seems  to  be  for  people  to  withdraw  more  of  the 
solid  books,  especially  some  of  those  added  in  recent  years, 
whicli  were  once  new  and  are  as  interesting  as  ever. 

Hard  WICK.  Geo.  H.  Gilbert  Manufacturing  Company^s  Library. 
This  library,  which  bears  the  name  of  the  corporation  which 
supports  it,  serves  the  people  of  the  village  of  Gilbertville.    Its 
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dicalation  has  steadily  increaaed.  It  has  been  moYed  into 
new  quarters,  and  an  autlicn^  card  catalogue  has  been  intro- 
duced, which  has  proTed  to  be  werj  hdpfnL 

Haxtabd.  In  addition  to  the  gifts  of  the  late  Warren  Hapgood, 
whidi  were  menticmed  in  the  report  of  last  year,  the  library 
has  received  the  paintings  and  other  art  works  belonging  to 
Hr.  Hapgood,  as  the  nixdeiis  of  an  art  collection.  A  gas  light- 
ing plant  has  been  installed  in  the  building. 

Haybubiix.  The  circulation  of  1903  showed  an  increase  in  the 
use  of  non-fiction  and  a  decrease  in  that  of  fiction,  the  per 
oent.  of  the  latter  drof^ing  3  per  cent.  The  number  of  new 
books  bought  was  not  so  great  as  in  recent  years,  owing  to 
their  increased  cost,  while  the  book  income  ranained  fixed. 
This  caused  more  careful  buying,  and  the  deferring  of  the  pur- 
chase of  high-priced  books  not  needed  as  soon  as  published. 
Later,  many  such  books  were  bought  cheaper  at  second  hand, 
and  otiiers  were  found  not  indispensable,  and  were  dropped 
from  the  order  list.  Instead  of  high-priced  bodks  of  doubtful 
Yalue,  duplicates  of  reference  and  ever-popular  books  were 
bought,  and  a  systematic  att^npt  begun  to  fill  gaps  in  histor- 
ical c(dlecti(ms  and  the  reference  sets  of  magadnes.  This 
{^actice  will  continue  until  the  library  contains,  witii  few  ex- 
cations,  all  ihe  magazines  in  ^^  Poolers  Index.^'  The  music 
collection  has  received  important  additions  from  Jamies  W. 
Hill.  The  use  of  the  library  by  the  schools  has  beea  most 
satisfactory;  tiie  school  circulation  increased  44  per  cent,  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  Eeference  work  is  steadily  grow- 
ing, while  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  use  of  light  reading. 
Work  with  the  schools  and  with  study  clubs  forms  a  large 
part  of  the  library  work.  For  several  study  clubs  pro- 
grammes were  arranged  and  reference  lists  prepared.  Each 
year  all  the  study  clubs  have  been  urged  to  submit  to  the  libra- 
rian their  courses  of  study  before  they  were  adopted,  that  they 
might  be  modified  to  suit  the  resources  of  the  library,  or  dis- 
carded altogether.  Courses  so  modified  have  proved  more 
satisfactory  to  all  than  those  on  which  the  library  possessed 
no  literature  and  apparentiy  none  existed.  The  mothers* 
clubs  met  at  the  library,  and  the  librarian  gave  them  a  short 
talk  on  children's  reading,  and  furnished  them  with  lists  of 
selected  books.  The  two-book  system  is  used,  and  stack  privi- 
leges are  granted  on  individual  request,  if  deemed  advisable 
or  necessary.     The  branch  library  at  Bradford,  formerly  the 
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town  library  of  that  place,  is  a  comjdete  library,  with  open 
shelves,  and  special  funds  of  its  own  for  the  purchase  of  non- 
fiction  and  reference  books.  The  branch  at  Washington 
Street  is  in  the  heart  of  the  business  and  factory  district  It 
has  a  small  collection  of  books  on  open  shelves,  especially 
selected  to  meet  the  needs  of  its  patrons.  The  other  branches 
are  delivery  stations,  with  small  reference  collections,  books 
on  deposit  for  circulation,  which  are  dianged  every  three 
months,  and  a  weekly  delivery  from  the  cmtral  library. 

Heath.  A  donation  of  about  IQO  volumes  has  been  received  from 
Dr.  D.  N.  Kinsman  of  Columbus,  0.,  mostly  suitable  as  books 
of  reference,  especially  a  set  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica. 
There  is  no  age  limit;  if  a  child  is  old  enough  to  want  a 
book,  he  is  old  enough  to  have  one. 

HiNOHAM.  Nantasket  Library.  This  library  is  situated  at  Nan- 
tasket  Comer,  where  Hingham,  Cohasset  and  Hull  join.  It 
serves  the  permanent  residents  of  that  locality,  who  are  far 
from  the  libraries  of  their  respective  towns.  To  them  it  is 
free,  and  summer  residents  may  take  books  on  prescribed 
terms  and  conditions.  Its  work  has  steadily  increased,  and 
its  influence  for  good,  especially  with  the  children,  is  more 
and  more  felt.  Important  gifts  have  been  received  during  the 
year.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Clapp  gave  nearly  300  volumes,  and  dona- 
tions from  others  made  the  aggregate  number  of  books  re- 
ceived by  gift  amount  to  nearly  600  volumes.  The  library 
now  contains  about  2,200  volumes.  Besides  the  appropria- 
tions received  from  the  three  towns,  cash  gifts  of  over  $200 
have  been  received. 

HoLLiSTON.  Personal  access  to  the  shelves  has  proved  of  educa- 
tional value,  particularly  to  the  young,  the  inconveniences  being 
offset  by  the  greater  advantages  of  the  system.  Attention  is 
being  given  towards  developing  the  reference  department  by 
adding  thereto  historical  and  genealogical  works  and  vital 
records,  as  means  allow.  The  new  Carnegie  building  has  been 
completed,  standing  upon  land  given  by  the  late  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth S.  Burnap  of  Holliston.  It  is  of  long,  thin,  light-colored 
bricks,  with  granite  base  and  terra-cotta  trimmings.  The  ves- 
tibule is  flanked  on  either  side  by  the  reference  and  catalogue 
rooms,  beyond  which  is  a  commodious  and  well-lighted  read- 
ing room.  The  rooms  are  finished  in  stained  and  polished 
ash,  and  the  walls  are  tinted  in  pale  green.  The  stack  room 
is  light  and  roomy,  and  of  a  slow-burning  construction,  with 
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brick  walls  and  a  steel-lined  door.  The  basement  is  light 
and  airy^  with  a  fireproof  work  shop  under  the  stack  room. 
The  building  is  lighted  by  electricity. 

HOPEDALE.  The  library  has  printed  a  finding  list  of  technical 
books  useful  to  the  employees  in  the  factories.  Becent  work 
with  the  schools  has  been  especially  in  the  line  of  helping  the 
teachers  to  know  the  library.  A  small  collection  of  musiCy  for 
general  circulation,  has  been  added  to  the  library.  Exhibi- 
tions of  the  pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Club  are  given.  The 
trustees  have  voted  to  discontinue  the  branch  at  South  Hope- 
dale. 

HuBBARDSTON.  The  library  has  been  open  on  four  evenings  of  the 
week  during  the  summer  and  early  fall,  and  improyements 
have  been  made  in  the  furniture  of  the  reading  room.  The 
schools,  more  particularly  the  one  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
make  free  use  of  all  books  which  in  any  way  aid  in  their  work. 
These  are  loaned  without  regard  to  time  limit. 

Hudson.  The  Carnegie  library  building,  now  in  process  of  erec- 
tion, will  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  the  coming  year. 
The  plans  are  by  Albert  Kandolph  Ross  of  New  York,  and  the 
contractors  are  J.  E.  Warren  &  Co.  of  Marlborough.  It  is  of 
brick  with  stone  and  terra-cotta  trimmings,  and  has  a  frontage 
•  of  64  feet,  a  depth  of  75  feet,  and  a  front  elevation  of  28  feet. 
On  the  ground  floor  is  a  vestibule,  and  a  delivery  room  in  the 
centre.  On  the  right  of  these  is  a  trustees^  and  librarian's 
room.  On  the  other  side  is  a  reference  room  and  a  chil- 
dren's room.  In  the  rear  of  these  rooms  is  the  general  read- 
ing room,  which  has  a  fireplace,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of 
the  river  and  the  distant  hills.  The  stack  room,  which  is 
in  the  rear  of  the  librarian's  room,  has  a  capacity  of  20,000 
volumes  on  the  basement  and  ground  floor  tiers  and  a  possible 
10,000  volumes  on  the  second  tier  when  needed.  The  base- 
ment contains,  besides  the  lower  stack,  a  newspaper  reading 
room  of  the  same  capacity  as  the  reading  room  above,  a  work 
room,  a  boiler  room,  a  janitor's  room  and  toilet  rooms.  The 
library  has  introduced  the  Bodley  Club  books,  in  order  to  give 
a  larger  range  of  fiction  than  it  would  be  thought  best  to  buy. 

Hull.  The  library  has  been  well  patronized  by  the  citizens  of  the 
town.  Over  1,200  books  were  issued  in  1903.  On  account  of 
enlarging  the  school  building  in  that  year  the  books  were 
stored  for  nearly  four  months,  thus  depriving  summer  resi- 
dents of  the  use  of  the  library.  Many  books  are  used  by  the 
teachers  in  school  work. 


1905.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  .  37 

Huntington.  A  branch  has  been  established  at  KJoightville  by 
the  deposit  of  30  volumes  in  the  schoolhouse.  When  these 
have  "  been  the  rounds,"  they  are  to  be  returned  to  the  library 
and  30  more  deposited  for  another  period.  The  town  appro- 
priations are  increased  each  year,  which  shows  a  steady  growth 
of  interest  and  usefulness. 

Hyde  Park.  A  branch  library  has  been  established  in  the  Phil- 
lips Brooks  Memorial  Reading  Room  at  Readville.  The  gen- 
eral circulation  has  increased,  and  that  of  the  children's 
department  shows  a  gain  of  nearly  2,000  volimies.  More 
teachers  are  using  the  library  for  school  purposes,  and  are  in- 
teresting themselves  in  the  children's  reading. 

Kingston.  The  library  continues  to  grow  in  value,  and  more 
people  are  discovering  the  great  utility  of  the  books  now  so 
readily  accessible.  To  encourage  a  still  wider  use,  the  two- 
card  system  has  been  adopted.  Bound  volumes  of  magazines 
are  much  used.  Recent  books,  with  a  selection  of  older  ones, 
are  placed  in  a  case  open  to  the  public ;  this  is  varied  sometimes 
by  a  shelf  of  books  on  some  special  subject.  A  number  of 
photographs  of  historic  houses  and  ancient  landmarks  have 
been  presented. 

Lakeville.  In  addition  to  the  allowance  of  books  from  the  State, 
donations  amounting  to  $200  in  money  have  been  received. 
Eighty  volumes  were  given  by  the  Woman's  Education  Asso- 
ciation and  individuals,  and  later  several  hundred  volumes 
were  received  from  the  heirs  of  Mrs.  Mary  N.  Perley  of 
Worcester.  The  travelling  libraries  of  the  Woman's  Education 
Association  are  used.  In  making  purchases  Special  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  selection  of  desirable  children's  books. 
By  means  of  the  two  branches,  together  with  the  car  lines  and 
school  teams,  books  are  being  circulated  even  in  the  extreme 
limits  of  the  town. 

Lancaster.  An  adaptation  of  a  plan  of  the  Webster  Free  Circu- 
lating library  of  New  York  has  been  introduced,  by  which 
students  and  others  engaged  in  any  line  of  study  may  take  out 
at  one  time  as  many  books  as  may  be  needed.  The  books  must 
be  renewed  either  by  postal  card  or  in  person  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks,  and  the  librarian  reserves  the  right  to  recall  them 
at  any  time  if  they  are  needed  for  reference,  the  books  to  be 
returned  to  the  borrower  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  believed 
that  this  plan  has  been  very  helpful.  An  experiment  which 
has  apparently  worked  well  is  that  of  throwing  open  the 
shelves  in  the  reading  room  to  readers.     At  present  the  books 
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on  these  shelves  are  mainly  biography,  but  they  will  be 
changed  from  time  to  time,  so  as  to  bring  different  classes  be- 
fore the  readers. 

Lawrence.  A  Hebrew  collection,  composed  in  part  of  books  pre- 
sented by  the  Hebrew  Progressive  Association,  has  been  put 
in  circulation  with  a  printed  catalogue.  The  results  and  the 
interest  manifested  by  the  Hebrew  people  in  good  literature 
in  their  own  tongue  have  been  gratifying.  The  children's 
room  continues  to  be  a  strong  magnet,  and  not  infrequently  is 
there  standing  room  only.  The  age  limit  is  fourte^i  years, 
but  children  below  that  age  in  the  upper  grades  of  tiie  gram- 
mar schools  are  allowed  cards  as  special  students,  but  fiction 
is  not  to  be  taken.  The  photographs  of  the  Library  Art  Club 
are  exhibited,  and  the  attention  of  the  high  and  grammar 
school  grades  called  to  them,  with  good  results.  The  library 
has  been  made  a  distributing  agency  of  the  General  Theologi- 
cal Library  of  Boston.  The  circulation  at  the  South  Lawrence 
branch  shows  a  gradual  increase. 

Leicester.  The  charging  system  has  been  changed,  so  that  the 
date  on  which  the  book  is  to  be  returned  is  stamped,  instead 
of  that  on  which  it  was  taken.  The  result  has  been  very  satis- 
factory, and  the  fines  have  diminished  because  of  this  change. 
The  work  with  the  schools  continues  to  increase.  Plans  have 
been  made  to  take  children's  books  which  are  worn  out  to 
several  of  the  district  schools,  where  there  are  few,  if  any, 
facilities  for  owning  or  obtaining  books.  The  children  are 
the  library's  stanchest  supporters,  and  they  are  reading  less  of 
Henty  and  Optic  and  more  of  the  authors  that  exceed  them  in 
merit.  The  library  has  been  particularly  fortunate  in  gifts 
of  books.  Pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Cli;b  and  the  Woman's 
Education  Association,  and  a  collection  of  water  colors,  have 
been  exhibited.  In  consequence  of  an  unfortunate  vote  of  the 
town  at  its  annual  meeting  the  library  has  been  obliged  to  re- 
duce its  running  expenses,  and  to  cut  down  its  hours  of  open- 
ing from  thirty-six  to  eighteen  hours  per  week. 

Lenox.  This  is  an  association  library,  and  is  supported  almost 
entirely  by  subscriptions  of  the  summer  people.  It  is  free 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  receives  therefor  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  annual  dog  tax.  Monthly  exhibitions  of  the  pic- 
tures of  the  Library  Art  Club  are  supported  by  an  individual 
subscription.  Bequests  are  reported  of  $500  by  the  will  of 
Mary  L.  Hotchkiss,  a  former  librarian,  and  of  $500  by  the 
will  of  the  late  Henry  W.  Taft  of  Pittsfield,  a  former  trustee. 
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Leominster.  In  no  previous  year  has  the  library  accomplished 
as  much  for  the  public,  or  accomplished  it  in  a  manner  more 
satisfactory  to  all.  The  circulation  of  1903  gave  an  increase 
of  13.42  per  cent.,  and  the  report  shows  progress  in  every  de- 
partment. The  library  is  being  recatalogued  by  the  card  sys- 
tem. The  use  of  the  cards  of  the  Library  of  Congress  allows 
this  work  to  be  done  much  cheaper  and  more  rapidly  than  by 
any  other  means.  Vacation  cards  are  issued  for  the  use  of 
borrowers  who  are  to  be  out  of  town  for  any  length  of  time; 
four  books  may  be  taken  for  four  weeks,  the  only  restriction 
being  that  no  new  book  shall  be  taken.  The  reading  room 
has  been  made  interesting  by  exhibitions  of  pictures  loaned 
by  the  Woman's  Education  Association.  The  popularity  of 
the  open  shelves  continues,  with  the  result  of  an  increased  cir- 
culation in  all  departments,  as  above  stated,  while  co-operation 
with  the  teachers  has  materially  increased  the  circulation  of 
the  school  library.  The  usefulness  of  the  reference  room  has 
been  extended  by  placing  upon  the  shelves  which  are  reserved 
for  the  pupils  books  relating  to  subjects  which  are  under  con- 
sideration in  the  schools. 

Leverett.  The  library  is  divided  between  the  depositories  at 
Centre  or  South  Leverett  and  North  Leverett,  the  books,  about 
1,100  volumes,  being  transferred  from  one  to  the  other,  as 
needed.  Teachers'  cards  with  special  privileges  are  issued. 
The  books  at  the  north  library  have  been  classified  and  cata- 
logued, and  placed  upon  open  shelves.  This  branch  has  re- 
cently established  a  station  at  Moore's  Comer.  The  centre 
library  has  a  branch  at  Hillsborough,  and  until  recently  had 
one  at  East  Leverett.  Books  from  the  Woman's  Education 
Association  have  been  kept  alternately  at  Hillsborough  and 
.    Moore's  Corner,  and  have  been  well  used  and  appreciated. 

Lexington.  The  library  is  steadily  growing  in  usefulness,  and 
was  never  so  highly  appreciated  and  widely  enjoyed  as  now. 
While  the  trustees  mean  to  gratify  the  desire  for  fiction  to  a 
reasonable  extent,  they  endeavor  to  keep  out  of  the  library  the 
merely  sensational  novels,  and  to  create  a  taste  for  reading 
that  is  healthful  and  elevating.  To  this  end  they  have  adopted 
the  plan  of  having  all  works  of  fiction  read  by  competent 
judges  before  they  are  placed  upon  the  shelves.  In  this  way 
they  hope  to  protect  the  young  from  debilitating  and  demoral- 
izing books,  and  place  before  the  public  only  that  which  is 
morally  sound  and  helpful.  The  opening  of  the  library  on 
Sunday  afternoons  was  tried  for  a  few  weeks,  in  the  hope  that 
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it  might  be  of  advantage  to  some;  but  the  attendance  did  not 
warrant  the  increased  expense^  and  it  was  abandoned.  The 
open-shelf  system  has  been  adopted  throughout  the  library. 
Heretofore  this  has  been  done  only  in  part,  in  the  children's 
department  and  as  a  special  privilege  to  teachers  and  students. 
The  morning  opening,  which  was  experimental  last  year,  has 
been  permanently  adopted,  and  has  proved  to  be  very  success- 
ful. Books  have  been  sent  to  a  vacation  school,  not  for  cir- 
culation, but  for  reading  in  the  room,  or  to  be  read  aloud  to 
the  school  by  volimteer  helpers.  In  this  experiment  the  boys 
have  been  found  to  be  much  more  interested  than  the  girls. 

Lincoln.  Miss  Huldah  A.  Howes,  who  had  been  librarian  for 
fifteen  years,  resigned  in  September,  1903,  for  reasons  con- 
nected with  her  health,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Lydia  J. 
Chapin.  Two  delivery  stations  have  been  established  in  remote 
parts  of  the  town.  The  report  of  the  trustees,  written  by 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  deals  in  an  interesting  way  with  the 
question  of  the  scope  and  limitations  of  the  libraries  of  small 
towns,  and  opposes  the  present  tendency  towards  indiscrim- 
inate accumulations.  Such  a  library  is  designed  and  main- 
tained for  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  general,  and  not  for 
students  and  investigators.  Its  function  is  that  of  a  reading 
and  consulting  library  for  a  small  community  of  a  few  scholars 
and  many  plain  people.  Scarce  imprints  and  costly  editions 
are  out  of  place  on  its  shelves,  for  such  works  may  be  found  in 
neighboring  large  libraries,  and  there  the  student  will  natu- 
rally go.  The  small  library  should  collect  and  preserve  all 
printed  matter  in  every  form  relating  to  its  town,  and  this 
should  be  its  one  specialty.  In  brief,  the  report  is  a  plea  for 
a  rigid  restraint,  which,  while  it  looks  in  a  right  direction, 
deals  with  that  which  is  a  question  of  judgment,  in  which 
circumstances  of  place  and  means  should  be  considered. 

Littleton.  A  weekly  delivery  of  books  is  being  made  experimen- 
tally at  a  point  remote  from  the  library ;  thus  far  it  has  proved 
to  be  very  satisfactory.  Sunday  opening  of  the  reading  room 
has  been  discussed,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  demand 
for  such  action. 

LoNGMEADOw.  The  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  Some  books 
which  have  ceased  to  circulate  have  been  exchan'ged,  and  a 
goodly  number  of  new  books  has  been  purchased.  Scholars 
and  seekers  of  good  reading  are  coming  more  freely  to  the 
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library.  Besides  books^  several  valuable  engravings  and  a 
hall  clock  have  been  given. 

L0V7ELL.  The  home  circulation  of  1903  showed  a  slight  decrease, 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year,  with  an  increase 
in  the  per  cent,  of  fiction.  In  May  of  this  year  the  trustees 
received  the  bequest  of  John  Davis,  a  Lowell  lawyer  who  died 
two  years  ago.  The  stocks  and  bonds  are  valued  at  about 
$86,000,  and  there  is  some  real  estate.  The  money  will  be 
invested  for  the  use  of  the  library. 

Ludlow.  The  trustees  report  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  use  of 
the  library,  the  number  of  books  loaned  showing  a  satisfactory 
gain  over  former  years.  As  in  other  libraries,  the  books 
loaned  are  principally  fiction,  although  an  efEort  is  made  to 
encourage  the  use  of  the  more  valuable  works  with  which  the 
library  is  well  supplied.  A  large  proportion  of  books  is  taken 
out  by  children,  and  it  is  endeavored  to  promote  a  taste  for 
good  reading  among  them,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  be 
maintained  in  later  life. 

Lynn.  The  use  of  books,  both  for  home  use  and  in  the  reference 
room,  has  largely  increased  since  the  occupancy  of  the  new 
building;  and  "the  increasing  attendance  in  the  children's 
room,  which  at  times  is  filled  to  its  full  capacity,  attests  its 
growing  popularity  aud  usefulness.^'  The  reading  rooms 
"  attract  a  large  and  increasing  number  of  readers,  whose 
quiet  and  considerate  conduct  makes  these  rooms  a  resort  where 
time  may  be  pleasantly  -and  profitably  spent.''  Books  are  ex- 
changed monthly  with  the  Lynn  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, under  satisfactory  conditions,  and  reports  show  that 
"  good  work  has  been  done,  with  the  prospect  of  still  greater 
success  in  the  future."  Efforts  have  been  made  "to  secure 
the  practical  benefits  of  the  open-shelf  system  in  the  circulat- 
ing and  reference  departments  and  in  the  general  reading 
rooms  for  both  children  and  adult  readers,"  but  with  what 
result  the  report  does  not  say.  In  consequence  of  ill  health, 
the  veteran  librarian,  John  C.  Houghton,  after  a  faithful  ser- 
vice of  twenty-seven  years,  resigned  May  31,  1904.  Miss 
Harriet  Louise  Matthews,  who  had  been  connected  with  the 
library  in  all  branches  of  its  service  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  September.  The  long 
and  intimate  acquaintance  of  Miss  Matthews  with  the  library 
and  its  constituency  rendered  her  appointment  most  proper  and 
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desirable;  and  her  promotion  was  strongly  nrged  by  the 
women^s  clubs^  literary  associations  and  educational  and  civic 
organizations. 

Lynnfield.  The  eircnlation  is  steadily  increasing^  that  of  1903 
showing  a  decided  gain  over  other  years.  Printed  catalogues 
are  given  free  of  charge. 

Malden.  The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  in  1904  diows 
a  large  increase  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  with- 
drawal of  books  for  library  use  has  far  exceeded  that  of  any 
former  year.  The  attendance  of  visitors  and  readers  on  Sun- 
days has  made  a  decided  gain.  Although  the  library  has  not 
entered  upon  any  new  line  of  importance,  in  all  departments 
of  its  established  library  work  the  present  has  been  the  most 
prosperous  year  of  its  existence.  By  the  will  of  Mrs.  Mary  D. 
Converse,  who  died  Dec.  16,  1903,  the  library  has  received  a 
bequest  of  $15,000,  which  has  been  invested  as  the  Mary  D. 
Converse  Art  Fund,  the  income  of  which,  by  the  terms  of  the 
will,  is  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  works  of  art.  The  Hon. 
Elisha  S.  Converse,  who  was  for  many  years  a  liberal  benefac- 
tor of  the  library,  and,  in  concert  with  his  wife,  the  giver  of 
the  Converse  Memorial  Building,  died  June  5,  1904.  His 
will  added  to  the  benefactions  which  he  had  already  bestowed; 
and  the  library  has  received  an  addition  of  $150,000  to  the 
fund  known  as  the  Elisha  S.  and  Mary  D.  Converse  Endow- 
ment Fund.  This  fund  now  amounts  to  $300,000,  from  which 
the  income  of  $50,000  is  to  be  apjflied  to  the  purchase  of  works 
of  art.  The  income  of  the  remainder  may  be  used  in  any 
direction  "  within  the  purposes  for  which  the  Maiden  Public 
Library  may  legally  expend  money.'^  The  art  department 
has  received,  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Converse,  a  valuable  painting, 
"  The  Philosopher,"  by  Adolf  Gogg,  and  a  statue,  '*  Benja- 
min," by  Franklin  Simmons  of  Eome.  The  total  gifts  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Converse  amount  to  over  $500,000. 

Manchester.  Donations  of  valuable  books  have  been  received, 
and  the  work  with  the  public  schools  increases  in  volimie  and 
interest.  The  venerable  librarian,  Delucena  L.  Bingham, 
now  in  his  ninety-first  year,  "  is  still  alert  and  progressive  in 
his  profession,  interested  in  new  ideas  and  suggestions,  and 
in  cordial  sympathy  with  his  younger  fellow  workers." 

Mansfield.  The  general  interest  in  the  library  is  increasing.  A 
committee  of  ladies,  by  the  means  of  concerts  and  a  calendar 
sale,  raised  nearly  $150  for  the  purchase  of  pictures  and  casts 
for  the  rooms.     A  large  moimted  eagle  has  been  presented. 
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Mabblehead.  There  has  been  an  evident  increase  in  the  de- 
mand for  the  better  class  of  books.  The  aim  of  the  manage- 
ment is  to  give  to  each  reader  the  best  book  he  is  willing  to 
read^  and  at  the  same  time  allow  him  to  make  his  own  choice. 
The  town  has  been  conservative  in  the  provision  it  has  made 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  library,  but  it  has  never  failed  to 
make  an  appropriation  to  the  full  amount  asked  for  by  the 
trustees.  The  card  catalogue  has  been  renewed  and  made  up 
to  date,  and  a  desirable  improvement  has  been  made  by  placing 
the  catalogue  case  where  it  is  acceeeiUe  to  the  public. 

Marion.  The  year  1903  was  a  prosperous  one  for  the  library. 
The  room  was  open,  however  severe  the  storm  or  cold  the 
weather,  and  not  a  day  passed  without  readers.  The  reading 
room  is  open  from  3  to  9  p.m.  on  every  week  day  in  the  year, 
with  the  exception  of  the  three  principal  holidays,  and  resi- 
dents, summer  visitors  and  strangers  are  welcome. 

Marlbobouoh.  The  new  Cam^ie  Library  Building,  of  which 
a  description  was  given  in  the  report  of  last  year,  was  dedi- 
cated Oct.  20,  1904,  addresses  being  made  by  Walter  B.  Morse, 
chairman  of  the  building  committee,  and  Mayor  F.  E.  S. 
Mildon.  The  cost  of  the  land  and  building  has  been  about 
$50,000,  of  which  Mr.  Carnegie  contributed  $30,000.  The 
library  now  contains  over  13,000  volumes. 

Mattapoisett.  The  new  library  building,  erected  by  the  gift  of 
$10,000  from  George  Purrington,  Jr.,  was  opened,  with  ap- 
propriate exercises,  on  the  evening  of  September  5,  the  books 
having  been  removed  from  the  old  rooms  in  May.  The 
building,  which  stands  upon  land  given  by  Samuel  D.  Warren 
of  Boston,  a  summer  resident,  is  of  brick  with  stone  trim- 
mings, and  is  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  acetylene  gas. 
The  heating,  lighting,  stacks  and  all  furnishings  were  pur- 
chased by  gifts  of  money  from  individuals  and  town  appropria- 
tions. The  library  has  been  reclassified  and  catalogued  by 
the  Dewey-Cutter  system.  The  statistics  indicate  that  pub- 
lic interest  in  the  library  has  not  abated,  and  the  circulation 
shows  a  marked  increase. 

Medford.  The  statistics  of  three  years  show  a  constant  decrease 
in  the  reading  of  fiction  by  children,  while  the  circulation  of 
1903  shows  an  increase  in  the  fiction  reading  of  adults.  The 
former  is  attributed  to  the  good  work  with  the  schools,  while 
the  latter  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  books 
of  the  Bodley  Club  Library  have  been  made  seven-day  books, 
which  gives  a  more  frequent  exchange.     The  subscription  to 
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the  Bodley  Club  Library  seems  to  give  imiversal  satisfaction, 
and  has  been  increased  from  125  to  250  yoltimes  per  month. 

Melbose.  The  circulation  of  1903  showed  an  increase  in  aU 
departments  except  that  of  fiction,  which  lost  over  1,000 
volumes.  The  trustees  say:  ^^This  indicates  that  private 
circulating  libraries,  of  which  there  are  several  in  our  city, 
have  affected  our  circulation;  and  the  general  result  is  satis- 
factory, as  we  do  not  aim  to  meet  an  unlimited  demand  for 
new  fiction.^^  The  branch  at  the  Highlaiids  has  not  been  suc- 
cessful. The  open-shelf  system  was  adopted  upon  the  removal 
to  the  new  building.  The  new  library  building  was  dedicated 
April  20,  1904,  with  appropriate  exercises.  The  dedicatory 
address  was  by  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Livermore,  and  a  poem  was  read 
by  Sam  Walter  Foss  of  Somerville.  Brief  addresses  were 
made  by  Governor  Bates  and  others.  The  new  building  is  sit- 
uated on  Emerson  Street,  and  cost,  exclusive  of  the  land,  $38,- 
000,  of  which  $25,000  came  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  $6,000 
from  a  city  appropriation,  and  the  balance  was  contributed  by 
citizens.  The  architect  was  Penn  Vamey  of  Lynn,  and  the 
contractor  was  George  M.  Tufts  of  Melrose.  It  is  of  brick, 
of  a  limestone  color^  with  trimmings  of  selected  Indiana  lime- 
stone. The  delivery  room  occupies  the  centre  of  the  building. 
On  either  side  arched  ornamental  pilasters  of  classical  design 
form  the  openings  into  the  main  reading  room  on  the  one 
side  and  the  children's  room  on  the  other.  Both  rooms  are 
finished  with  fireplaces  and  large  mirrors,  and  are  appropri- 
ately furnished.  A  feature  of  the  plan  of  open  archways, 
connecting  with  several  rooms,  is  the  fact  that  every  room  on 
the  first  floor  is  visible  from  the  librarian's  desk,  thus  reducing 
supervision  to  a  minimum.  In  the  rear  of  the  delivery  room 
are  the  librarian's  and  catalogue  rooms  and  other  offices,  and 
beyond  is  the  stack  room  with  a  present  capacity  of  16,000 
volumes,  which  may  be  increased.  In  the  basement  are  the 
boiler,  storage  and  toilet  rooms,  and  a  room  for  a  prospective 
magazine  and  newspaper  department.  On  the  second  floor 
are  an  art  room,  a  reference  room  and  a  trustees'  room,  all  of 
which  are  tinted  and  decorated  on  an  effective  and  pleasing 
scheme.  Since  the  completion  and  dedication  of  the  build- 
ing bronze  memorial  tablets,  containing  the  names  of  204 
soldiers  of  the  civil  war,  have  been  placed  in  the  entrance 
hallway. 

MiDDLEBOEOUGH.  The  circulation  of  1903  showed  a  gain  of  nearly 
15  per  cent,  over  that  of  the  preceding  year,  with  a  slight  de- 
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crease  in  that  of  fiction.  Through  the  kindness  of  a  friend  a 
small  list  of  art  hooks  has  heen  added  to  those  already  in  the 
library,  and  will  form  the  basis  of  a  collection  which  will  be 
placed  where  it  may  be  easily  accessible  to  those  most  inter- 
ested. The  work  of  rearranging  and  cataloguing  the  library 
preparatory  to  its  removal  has  been  carried  through  by  Miss 
Mary  P.  Farr  of  Philadelphia  and  able  assistants.  The  new 
library  building,  erected  by  the  bequest  of  Thomas  S.  Peirce, 
of  which  a  detailed  description  was  given  in  the  report  of 
1903,  was  formally  opened  April  25,  1904,  with  appropriate 
exercises. 

MiDDLEFiELD.  A  noticcablc  feature  is  the  increasing  number  of 
young  people  and  children  that  are  constant  users  of  the 
library.  To  accommodate  those  persons  who  live  remote  from 
the  library,  it  is  open  from  12  until  2  o^clock  p.m.  on  Sundays, 
when  books  are  returned  and  withdrawn  by  church-going 
people  and  others.  This  is  worthy  of  consideration  by  libra- 
rians in  thinly  settled  commimities.  In  club  meetings  atten- 
tion is  called  to  new  books,  and  members  are  asked  to  suggest 
such  books  as  may  appeal  to  them.  Thirty  books  at  a  time  are 
sent  to  the  railroad  station  for  the  convenience  of  the  people  in 
that  section,  exchanges  being  made  at  convenient  times. 

Milton.  The  new  library  building,  on  Adams  Street,  was  opened 
to  the  public,  with  appropriate  exercises,  June  11,  1904.  A 
brief  description  of  the  building  was  given  in  the  report  of 
last  year.  .  The  large  central  hall  has  been  named  Kidder 
Hall,  in  recognition  of  the  services  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
trustees,  Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  whose  generous  gift  of  $21,000 
supplemented  the  town  appropriation.  The  library  system 
now  includes,  besides  the  Central  Library,  the  East  Milton, 
Mattapan,  Russell  and  Milton  Village  Reading  Rooms,  which 
are  also  deposit  and  delivery  stations;  the  weekly  house-to- 
house  delivery  in  the  Blue  Hill  and  Brush  Hill  districts;  also, 
as  places  of  deposit,  the  Convalescent  Home,  and  ten  schools. 
The  librarian  makes  an  appeal  for  printed  local  matter,  in 
which  she  should  be  imitated  by  all  librarians. 

MoNTERFA'.  A  progressive  euchre  party  furnished  money  to  paint 
and  paper  the  interior  of  the  library,  and  to  purchase  new 
floor  covering,  lamps,  window  shades  and  book  cases.  A  small 
balance,  with  gifts  of  friends,  will  buy  new  books.  City  vis- 
itors take  an  interest  in  the  library  and  its  work,  and  most  of 
the  cleaning  was  done  by  the  town  ladies,  with  their  help. 
The  loan  of  the  Woman's  Education  Association  has  been  con- 
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tiiraed,  and  the  pastor  of  die  tovn  louwd  a  Iflrar  dming 
tfaeflouner. 

MosTGOMEXT.  Tlie  librarian  aajv:  ^ T%e  mteroEt  mnliaM  good, 
and  the  books  have  beea  in  aia&T  hoom^  wheRL  we  JuiL  the? 
have  been  a  aonroe  of  veal  pleaame  aad  Wncfit  We  wiah  our 
shdYCi  to  oontain  only  ancfa  liUaaiuie  aa  diaH  teod  to  derate 
and  enrich  the  mind,  and  we  voold  urge  that  those  who  are 
chooen  to  adect  books  be  carefol  to  obtain  oolj  the  ^eir  best 
that  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  chfldren  and  joang 
feofle  oi  our  commnnitT;  and  we  led  that  ther  will  not  only 
interest  them,  but  make  them  better  for  baring  read  them. 
As  the  bodes  baie  passed  from  home  to  home,  the  demand  bis 
beoi  far  new  reading,  wfaidi  we  hope  soon  to  anpf^.'' 

Vawaict,  a  large  proportion  of  the  adiolars  and  joung  people  of 
the  town  continue  to  rank  among  its  most  faithful  leaden. 
The  dreulaticm  of  1903  was  somewhat  smaller  than  that  of  the 
prerious  year,  which  may  be  accounted  for  in  part^  aa  in  many 
libraries  whose  circulation  has  decreased,  by  the  Tarioos  dubs 
and  organizations  in  the  town,  rather  than  by  any  lack  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  peoj^e. 

Xatick.  Hotae  Institute  Library.  Considering  the  large  mon- 
bezahip  of  the  Tabard  Inn  and  the  numerous  magaarine  dubs, 
it  is  encouraging  to  note  a  steady  gain  both  in  the  drcnlating 
and  referoice  departments.  A  return  has  heai  made  to  the 
old  method  of  leaving  cards  for  books  desired,  as  after  fire 
months'  trial  it  was  found  that  more  people. were  aceommo- 
dated  in  that  way  than  by  obliging  them  to  make  seyeral  trips 
to  the  library  on  uncertainties.  A  portrait  of  Henry  Wilson, 
by  Darius  Cobb,  has  he&i  hung  in  the  delivery  room.  The 
exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art  Club  are  becoming  a  permanent 
feature.  The  reading  rooms  are  open  on  Sundajrs  from  3  to 
9  p.H.^  excepting  during  the  three  summer  months.  Books 
which  have  been  in  the  library  three  years  may  be  retained 
six  weeks  during  the  three  summer  months.  This  vacation 
privilege  has  given  much  satisfaction.  The  books  are  being 
reclassified  and  recatalogued  by  the  decimal  system,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Cutter  author  numbers.  This  work  indudes 
the  preparation  of  a  new  card  catalogue  for  the  use  of  the  pub- 
lic and  a  card  shelf  catalogue. 

Needham.  The  business,  and  consequently  the  usefulness,  of  the 
library  has  increased.  Exhibits  of  photographs,  illustratiye  of 
geography  and  of  art,  have  succeeded  each  other,  a  change 
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of  pictures  occurring  on  the  average  every  three  weeks^  some- 
times oftener.  The  trustees  are  impressed  with  the  educa- 
tional value  of  these  exhibitions^  which  attract  considerable 
attention.  The  geographical  or  landscape  photographs  appar- 
ently are  the  favorites.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  growing 
usefulness  of  the  library  to  the  pupils  of  the  schocds,  especially 
of  the  high  school.  The  number  of  scholars  using  the  library 
has  more  than  doubled.  The  credit  of  this  is  largely  due  to 
a  teacher  who  has  giv^i  much  time  to  making  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  contents  of  the  library.  Knowing  the 
capacity  and  needs  of  the  pupils^  she  has  been  able  to  lay  out 
courses  of  reading  and  guide  them  in  the  selection  of  books. 
The  new  Gam^e  building  was  dedicated^  with  a{^[Hropriate 
ezercises,  June  18^  1904.  Addresses  were  made  by  Q«orge  K. 
Clarke,  chairman  of  the  trustees,  Li^itenant-Qoremor  Curtis 
Guild,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  L.  Powers,  ILC;  and  a  poem  was 
written  for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  J.  O.  A.  Carter,  wife  of  the 
donor  of  the  land  on  which  the  library  is  placed.  The  build- 
ing, which  is  situated  in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as  High- 
land ville,  is  of  cream-colored  brid^,  with  granite  base  and 
terra-cotta  trimmings,  and  has  one  story,  i^th  a  high  basement 
and  metal  roof.  Seven  st^  lead  from  the  vestibule  to  the 
delivery  room,  at  the  far  end  of  which  is  the  delivery  desk,  so 
placed  afi  to  command  a  view  of  all  the  rooms  on  the  floor. 
On  one  side  of  the  delivery  desk  is  the  children's  room,  and 
on  the  other  the  general  reading  room;  and  in  the  rear  is  the 
book  room,  with  adjustable  steel  stacks,  having  a  capacity  of 
about  10,000  volumes,  which  can  be  increased  by  a  second 
tier  of  stacks.  At  the  sides  of  the  book  room  are  the  reference 
room  and  the  librarian's  room.  In  the  delivery  room  is  a 
marble  drinking  fountain,  the  gift  of  Joseph  B.  Thorpe,  of 
the  selectmen.  The  main  floors  are  of  hard  wood  and  the 
finish  is  of  ash,  the  walls  being  of  a  dull  green,  with  ceiling 
and  coving  of  cream  color.  The  furniture  is  of  quartered  oak 
of  special  designs.  In  the  basement,  which  has  granolithic 
floors,  are  two  rooms,  now  imfinished,  which  are  designed  for 
use,  eventually,  as  historical  and  newspaper  rooms,  a  work 
room,  boiler  room,  storeroom,  lavatories  and  toilet  rooms. 
Electric  lighting  and  steam  heating  are  furnished,  and  a  spe- 
cial water  service  on  each  floor  gives  protection  against  fire. 
Nbw^  Bedford.  The  two-book  system  has  been  adopted.  This  has 
proved  to  be  a  wise  action,  and  the  cardholders  appreciate  the 
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privilege  which  it  offers.  An  incidental  result  is  shown  in  a 
decreased  circulation  of  fiction.  An  increased  use  of  the  ref- 
erence room  is  noted.  Usually  in  the  afternoon  and  evening 
the  room  is  more  than  comfortably  filled,  and  the  work  is 
constantly  being  extended.  Some  special  facilities  have  been 
extended  to  the  schools  in  reference  work  and  with  reserve 
shelves,  and  the  relation  of  the  library  and  the  school  is  made 
stronger.  A  marble  bust  of  the  late  librarian,  Robert  C. 
Ingraham,  the  gift  of  his  friends  and  admirers,  executed  by 
Walton  Ricketson,  has  been  placed  in  the  library.  By  the 
will  of  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Potter  of  Boston,  a  native  of  New  Bed- 
ford, who  died  in  September,  the  city  of  New  Bedford  will 
receive  the  sum  of  $250,000,  to  be  held  by  the  city,  and  to  be 
known  as  "  The  Kempton  Trust,  the  gift  of  Sarah  E.  Potter.*' 
The  income  of  this  fund  is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  pictures  and  other  articles  for  the  library. 

Newburyport.  The  library  is  still  increasing  in  efficiency  and 
usefulness.  The  ever-growing  patronage  and  many  additions 
of  books  from  year  to  year  show  that  its  value  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. Though  the  fiction  list  is  large,  as  elsewhere,  it 
is  the  best  fic1;ion,  and  means  in  many  cases  a  step  toward 
more  solid  reading.  The  benefits  coming  from  an  extended 
list  of  books  and  efficient  methods  of  distribution  have  been 
constantly  in  mind,  and  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
borrowing  cards,  nearly  25  per  cent.,  over  the  previous  year, 
proves  the  value  of  the  steps  taken.  The  reading  room  is 
supplied  with  daily  papers,  fully  covering  the  great  news 
centres,  and  with  weekly  papers  from  twenty  States,  embracing 
every  section  of  the  country  in  thought  and  interest.  These, 
with  those  from  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Canada,  are 
equal  to  almost  any  demand,  whether  from  residents  or  stran- 
gers. All  the  trades,  arts  and  professions  connected  with  the 
city,  so  far  as  there  have  ever  been  calls  for  such,  are  repre- 
sented by  their  own  technical  publications,  and  a  generous 
supply  of  magazines  is  furnished. 

New  Marlborough.  Books  have  been  recently  received  from  the 
State  Commission,  and  the  town  has  this  year  made  an  appro- 
priation of  $50  for  the  use  of  the  library.  There  are  five  vil- 
lages, to  each  of  which  a  case  of  books  is  sent;  vhen  read,  the 
books  are  exchanged  from  one  village  to  another.  The  library 
is  trying  to  aid  those  who  have  few  if  any  books  to  read,  and 
to  lead  the  school  children  to  a  desire  for  books. 
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Newton.  A  decrease  in  circulation,  which  has  continued  for  sev- 
eral years,  may  be  attributed  to  the  considerable  patronage  of 
private  book-lending  enterprises.  If  this  is  the  efficient  cause, 
there  is  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  does  not  act  upon 
those  to  whom  the  public  library  is  the  greatest  boon.  Bo^ks 
thrown  out  for  the  relief  of  crowded  shelves  might  be  use- 
ful elsewhere,  and  the  question  of  sending  them  where  they 
will  do  the  most  good  is  considered.  They  cannot  be  sold  to 
advantage,  but  imdoubtedly  they  would  be  welcome  in  com- 
munities where  books  are  scarce  and  free  libraries  are  un- 
known. This  question  might  well  be  considered  by  other  large 
libraries.  A  children's  room,  which  was  opened  in  the  spring, 
was  much  needed,  and  is  proving  to  be  very  popular.  There 
are  now  four  branch  libraries,  with  deposits  of  books  for  cir- 
cidation  and  permanent  collections  of  reference  books.  The 
Sunday  opening  of  the  reading  rooms  at  the  central  library 
and  the  branches  has  been  tried  as  an  experiment,  with  such 
results  as  give  encouragement  for  the  continuance  of  the  prac- 
tice. Besides  the  branches,  there  are  seven  delivery  stations 
to  which  daily  deliveries  are  made. 

North  Adams.  Children  are  coming  to  the  library  in  increasing 
numbers.  To  satisfy  them,  the  best  books,  suitable  to  iheir 
needs,  must  be  largely  duplicated.  Children  do  not  demand 
the  "  newest,"  as  do  many  of  their  elders.  Commenting  upon 
the  circulation  of  fiction,  the  librarian  savs :  "  It  is  curious 
that,  while  librarians  are  energetically  bewailing  the  high  per 
cent,  of  fiction  read,  philanthropists  are  urging  the  need  in 
these  strenuous  times  of  more  forms  of  recreation."  Summer 
visitors  and  residents  of  neighboring  towns  are  allowed  the  use 
of  the  library  upon  the  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Branches 
are  now  established  at  Blackinton,  Braytonville,  Houghton- 
ville  and  East  Mountain. 

Northampton.  Forbes  Library.  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cutter,  the 
widow  of  the  late  librarian,  has  established  a  fund  of  $5,000, 
the  income  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
librarian's  8alar}\  A  condition  of  the  gift  is  that  an  amount 
equal  to  the  income  of  the  fund  shall  be  added  to  the  yearly 
salary  appropriation  by  the  city  council,  the  result  being  an 
increase  of  the  salary  from  $1,800  to  $2,500.  "  Mrs.  Cutter^s 
gift,  in  memory  of  her  husband,  was  made  with  the  desire  of 
securing  a  better  administration  than  the  small  salary  pre- 
viously paid  would  have  permitted,  and  thus  carrying  on  the 
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work  of  Mr.  Cutter,  whose  service  in  the  Forbes  Library  was 
in  such  large  measure  a  labor  of  love,  uninfluenced  by  consider- 
ations of  salary/^  William  Parker  Cutter,  chief  of  the  order 
department  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  was  elected  librarian 
April  16.  Mr.  Cutter  is  a  nephew  of  the  late  librarian,  and 
his  appointment  was  in  part  made  possible  by  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
Cutter. 

Northampton  Public  Library.  This  library  arranged  a 
course  of  vacation  reading  for  children  by  setting  aside  eighty 
titles,  any  eight  of  which,  not  previously  read,  could  be  taken 
out  during  the  months  of  July  and  August.  No  one  child  was 
allowed  to  read  more  than  eight  books.  The  children  who 
entered  the  course  were  registered,  and  credited  with  the  books 
as  they  were  read.  The  vacation-reading  scheme  for  children 
has  been  tried  in  some  libraries  with  considerable  success,  but 
never  before  in  Northampton.  Excellent  judgment  was 
shown  by  the  library  staff  in  the  selection  of  the  books,  and  the 
children  of  the  city  were  offered  a  very  good  opportunity  to 
improve  their  spare  summer  hours.  The  children  were  pre- 
sented with  certificates  on  the  completion  of  their  courses. 
The  experiment  was  very  successful. 

North  Andover.  The  town  has  voted  not  to  accept  an  offer  of 
$12,000  for  a  library  building,  made  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  as 
Moses  T.  Stevens  has  offered  to  erect  a  memorial  building,  to 
cost  not  less  than  $20,000,  and  to  provide  the  site  as  well  as 
the  building.  A  condition  is  that  the  town  shall  annually 
appropriate  $1,200  for  its  support. 

NoRTu  Brookfield.  An  improvement  has  been  noted  in  the  qual- 
ity of  books  used.  The  circulation  of  fiction  is  below  the 
average  of  similar  libraries,  and  the  demand  for  a  better  class 
of  books  increases.  A  gift  of  $200  from  the  Hon.  T.  C. 
Bates  and  lesser  gifts  from  the  Grange  Auxiliary  and  the 
Haston  Club  are  reported.  The  librarian,  Miss  Margaret 
Leach,  resigned  in  April,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss 
Nellie  L.  Smith. 

NoRTHFiELD.  Free  access  to  the  shelves,  a  reading  room  and  ref- 
erence books,  and  larger  appropriations,  which  allow  larger 
purchases  of  books,  are  given  as  causes  of  large  gains  in  cir- 
culation and  an  increased  interest  in  the  library.  Books  of 
reference  are  consulted  by  a  larger  number  of  people,  and 
the  library  is  serving  a  more  useful  purpose  in  every  respect. 
The  librarian's  readiness  to  adopt  new  devices  and  improved 
methods,  with  good  results,  is  recognized  by  the  trustees. 
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Norwood.  A  finding  list  of  fiction  was  issued  in  1902,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  lists  in  other  departments,  if  it  proved  to 
be  a  success.  The  demand  for  the  list  has  been  so  light  that 
the  trustees  do  not  feel  warranted  in  issuing  other  lists,  at 
least  for  the  present. 

Oakham.  Mrs.  Caroline  Maynard,  by  her  will,  left  to  the  library 
a  legacy  of  $50. 

Orange.  There  has  been  a  decided  advance  in  reference  work, 
the  facilities  for  which  are  appreciated  by  a  growing  con- 
stituency. Every  year  proves  more  conclusively  that  the  li- 
brary is  one  of  the  best  formative  agencies  of  our  village 
intellectual  life,  giving  its  strong  supplemental  force  to  our 
splendid  school  system. 

Otis.  This  library  is  supported  by  the  dog  tax.  Teachers  are 
allowed  books  to  be  kept  at  the  school  during  the  school 
months.  Books  are  placed  in  outlying  sections  where  suitable 
persons  may  be  found  to  take  care  of  them. 

Oxford.  The  library  has  received  a  legacy  of  $700  by  the  will  of 
Miss  Mattie  E.  Sawtelle  of  Springfield,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  applied  to  general  purposes.  A  gift  of  $1,000  from 
Itichard  Olney  is  to  be  held  as  the  Wilson  Olney  Library 
Fimd,  in  memory  of  the  donor^s  father,  and  the  income  is  to 
be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books.  The  Charles  Lamed  Me- 
morial Building,  of  which  a  description  was  given  in  the 
report  of  last  year,  was  dedicated  Oct.  5,  1904.  The  principal 
address  was  by  President  Carroll  D.  Wright  of  Clark  Univer- 
sity, who  gave  a  general  survey  of  the  history  of  libraries,  and 
a  suggestion  as  to  the  best  way  of  maintaining  a  public  library. 
Other  addresses  were  by  Edmund  M.  Barton  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Societ)%  who  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  his  father, 
Ira  M.  Barton,  the  founder  of  the  Oxford  Library,  Samuel  S. 
Green  of  the  Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  David  'I.  Eobin- 
son  of  Gloucester,  and  others. 

Peabody.  Peabody  Institute  Library.  While  there  have  been  no 
questions  of  moment  to  settle,  there  has  been  no  abatement  in 
the  efforts  to  make  the  library  what  its  founder  intended  it 
to  be,  and  to  bring  its  benefits  within  the  reach  of  all.  The 
accessions  to  the  library  have  been  made  with  care  and  dis- 
crimination. The  fact  that  it  was  for  the  public  has  always 
been  in  mind  when  a  book  has  been  under  consideration.  It 
must  be  clean  and  wholesome,  and  good  literature.  That 
there  are  many  books  of  a  trivial  and  ephemeral  nature  in 
every  public  library  is  without  question.     This  is  due  mainly 
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to  a  disposition  to  give  a  large  class  of  readers  just  what 
they  want,  and  to  the  unwillingness  of  librarians  and  com- 
mittees to  exercise  a  vigorous  censorship  in  making  their  selec- 
tions. The  circulation  of  1903  was  less  than  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  the  loss  being,  as  in  many  other  libraries,  in 
the  line  of  fiction.  The  book  clubs  and  the  absorption  of  the 
yoimger  element  in  societies  and  social  clubs  may  be  the  possi- 
ble cause  of  the  greater  part  of  this  loss.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  student  class  who  go  to  the  library  for  serious  reading  and 
consultation  has  shown  a  steady  growth.  The  men  who  fill 
important  positions,  the  superintendents  and  ambitious  young 
workmen  desiring  to  add  to  their  technical  knowledge,  have 
become  regular  patrons  of  the  library;  to  these  every  encour- 
agement is  given.  Printed  catalogue  cards  for  practically  all 
new  books,  and  for  old  books  as  fast  as  they  can  be  furnished, 
are  procured  from  the  Library  of  Congress  at  a  decided  sav- 
ing of  time  and  money,  to  say  nothing  of  the  gain  in  lability 
and  fullness  of  entry  over  the  best  work  that  can  be  done  in 
t}T)ewriting  the  cards. 

Pembroke.  Exchanges  of  books  have  been  made  between  the 
Pembroke  Free  Library  and  the  Cobb  Memorial  Library  at 
Bryantville,  thus  affording  an  opportunity  for  fresh  reading, 
which  has  been  greatly  appreciated.  A  similar  instance  is 
elsewhere  noted,  and  it  might  be  copied  by  other  small  libra- 
ries whose  books  have  been  well  read.  It  presents  a  means 
of  freshening  the  reading  of  a  community,  which  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  advantageous. 

Pepperell.  a  loss  in  the  circulation  of  1903  was  caused  by  many 
families  leaving  the  town.  The  library  has  received  as  gifts 
a  painting  of  the  San  Juan  Mission,  near  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
and  a  stereoscope  with  views  of  Palestine.  Exhibitions  of 
pictures  loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association  have 
been  given.  In  May  a  legacy  of  $10,000  was  received  by  the 
will  of  Mrs.  Thirza  Blood,  a  sister  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence, 
the  donor  of  the  library  building. 

Petersham.  A  valuable  case  for  the  preservation  of  a  growing 
collection  of  birds  has  been  given  by  Miss  M.  S.  Walker  of 
Waltham.  The  library^  has  proved  an  increasingly  beneficent 
acquisition  for  the  people  of  the  town.  Half-yearly  lists  of 
accessions  are  printed  for  distribution. 

PiTTSFiELD.  Berkshire  Athenaeum  and  Museum.  In  making 
purchases,  books  have  been  carefully  selected  not  only  on  the 
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grounds  of  their  individual  merit  and  the  recommendations 
of  readers,  but  also  with  a  view  to  preserving  a  due  proportion 
among  the  several  classes.  An  important  work  has  been  com- 
pleted in  connection  with  the  file  of  the  Pittsfield  "  Sun/^ 
Every  one  of  the  100  volumes  has  been  collated,  page  by  page. 
Ever}'  torn  page  has  been  mended,  and  wherever  possible  each 
missing  article  has  been  supplied  from  a  duplicate  copy.  The 
circulation  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1904,  was  less  than 
that  for  the  preceding  year,  the  decrease  being  largely  in  the 
school  use.  The  circulation  of  the  Pontoosuc  branch  showed 
a  loss  of  about  10  per  cent.  The  report  says :  "  The  Bodley 
Library  books  continue  to  give  satisfaction  and  it  would  be 
diflBcuIt  now  for  us  to  get  along  without  them,  as  they  supply 
80  well  the  great  demand  for  new  books,  particularly  new 
fiction."  A  preference  is  shown  for  the  more  scholarly  refer- 
ence books,  as  compared  with  those  of  a  simply  popular  char- 
acter; and  the  work  which  is  being  done  is  not  only  of  a  wider 
range,  but  also  on  a  higher  plane.  Several  hand  stereoscopes 
and  several  himdred  classified  views  have  been  purchased. 
These  are  in  constant  use  in  the  reference  room,  and  are  cir- 
culated for  home  use.  In  place  of  the  record  blanks  formerly 
used  in  the  books,  small  blotters  are  now  used.  They  are 
clipped  upon  the  first  fiy-leaf  of  each  volume,  except  fiction, 
and  when  the  book  is  taken  for  home  use  the  date  is  stamped 
upon  the  blotter.  When  the  volume  is  consulted  in  the  library 
the  date  is  stamped  in  a  different  color.  The  advantage  of 
the  blotter  over  the  slips  of  writing  paper  commonly  used  is  its 
greater  neatness;  the  book  itself  remains  unstained.  An  ex- 
periment is  being  made  by  granting  each  assistant  (there  are 
eight)  the  privilege  of  selecting  10  books,  not  to  exceed  $10 
each  in  cost,  with  the  assurance  that  they  will  be  bought  for 
the  library.  This  plan  has  proved  eminently  successful,  and 
will  be  continued,  perhaps  extended.  A  rare  and  beautiful 
cloisonne  bowl  of  antique  Chinese  workmanship  has  been  re- 
ceived as  a  gift  to  the  museum.  This  library  receives  a  be- 
quest of  $1,000  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Henry  W.  Taft  of 
Pittsfield. 
Plymouth.  The  new  building  has  proved  to  be  most  satisfactory, 
central  in  location,  easy  of  access,  with  book  stacks  well  lighted 
and  within  easy  reach  of  the  librarian,  and  with  a  reading 
room  with  excellent  light  and  ventilation,  comfortable  chairs, 
and  an  atmosphere  of  rest  and  quiet  which  has  attracted  a 
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steadily  increasing  number  of  citizens  and  summer  visitors. 
The  endeavor  has  been  to  provide  the  most  useful  reference 
books.  About  1,500  volumes  have  been  bequeathed  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Lucy  J.  Parker.  Miss  Mary  G.  Bartlett  and  other 
friends  have  added  to  the  collection  of  photographs,  which  now 
numbers  about  5,000,  all  mounted,  catalogued  and  systemati- 
cally arranged.  The  library  continues  to  receive  books  from 
the  local  club  mentioned  in  the  report  of  last  year.  The  do- 
nors of  the  building  have  given  portraits  of  their  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Gk)odwin  Eussell.  Books  from  the  Bodley 
Club  Library  are  taken,  mostly  fiction,  which  have  had  a  large 
circulation. 

Prescott.  The  wisdom  of  establishing  branches  of  the  library 
has  been  demonstrated  by  the  patronage  which  they  have  re- 
ceived. Both  branches  combined  have  loaned  more  books 
than  the  main  library,  and  this,  too,  in  spite  of  the  fact  of  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  books  to  choose  from. 

QuiNOY.  A  gift  of  land,  valued  at  $18,000,  has  been  received 
from  Albert  Crane.  The  Bodley  Club  Library  has  been  intro- 
duced. Definite  results  are  not  given  in  the  report  of  the 
trustees.  One  most  desirable  feature,  as  far  as  the  library  is 
concerned,  is  that,  while  a  larger  number  of  books  is  being 
supplied  to  readers  for  the  same  expenditure  of  money,  the 
shelves  are  not  being  crowded  with  books  of  passhig  interest; 
thus,  if  less  money  is  being  spent  for  fiction,  more  may  be 
spent  upon  the  other  and  more  permanent  forms  of  literature. 
Exhibitions  of  the  pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Club  are  given. 
The  circulation  of  1903  showed  the  low  rate  of  58.4  per  cent 
in  fiction. 

Randolph.  The  income  of  the  funds  of  the  library  is  suflBcient 
to  meet  current  expenses,  and  no  town  appropriation  was 
needed  for  1904.  The  circulation  of  1903  was  slightly  less 
than  that  of  1902,  attributed  chiefly  to  the  constant  employ- 
ment afforded  the  laboring  classes  during  the  year.  The  libra- 
rian says :  "  It  is  gratifying  to  report  a  large  circulation,  and 
as  a  general  rule  it  is  indicative  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  the  town  to  improve  themselves;  and  yet  we  know 
full  well  that  the  efficiency  of  library  work  cannot  properly  be 
measured  by  its  circulation  of  books.  The  borrower  who 
comes  every  evening  for  a  new  and  thrilling  story  is  by  no 
means  the  one  who  is  receiving  the  greater  benefit  from  the 
library.     Indeed,  those  who  read  much  less  in  pages  but  more 
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in  pith,  those  who  read  less  for  simple  pleasure  and  more  for 
actual  improvement,  are  the  patrons  whose  course  of  reading 
and  study  can  best  justify  the  generous  expenditures  which 
are  annually  made/' 

Beading.  Miss  Lizzie  S.  Cox,  who  had  been  librarian  since  Jtme, 
1876,  resigned  Aug.  1,  1903,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by 
the  election  of  Miss  Bertha  Brown.  A  legacy  of  $200  from 
the  estate  of  the  late  Miss  Climena  Wakefield  is  reported. 
Miss  Wakefield  was  a  sincere  friend  of  the  library,  and  before 
her  death  had  enriched  it  by  generous  gifts  of  books.  The 
plan  of  placing  new  accessions  upon  open  shelves  has  evidently 
been  appreciated,  and  has  resulted  in  promoting  the  circula- 
tion, which  shows  a  considerable  increase.  The  library  is 
now  open  every  week  day  except  Friday,  either  in  the  after- 
noon or  evening. 

Eeveee.  The  trustees  report:  "The  new  library  was  opened  to 
the  public  Dec.  1,  1903,  and  since  that  date  has  been  opened 
every  week  day  from  2  to  9  p.m.^  holidays  excepted.  We  note 
with  pleasure  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  patrons 
who  take  books,  and  also  those  that  use  the  reading  and  refer- 
ence rooms,  the  children's  room  especially  being  used  about 
every  day  to  its  full  capacity.  We  have  added  to  this  room 
picture  books  for  smaller  children  who  are  too  young  to  read 
the  magazines.''  Measures  are  taken  to  collect  and  exhibit 
articles  of  historic  interest,  local  and  national. 

BiCHMOND.  The  use  of  the  library  has  increased.  Care  has  been 
taken  to  select  such  books  as  would  give  the  best  satisfaction 
to  those  who  wish  wholesome  entertainment  or  useful  instruc- 
tion, or  both;  but  these  have  been  supplied  at  frequent  inter- 
vals, though  necessarily  in  small  quantities,  that  the  public 
interest  might  be  aroused  and  retained  in  literary  matters. 
The  circulation  of  1903  shows  a  gain  of  30  per  cent. 

BocHESTEU.  Over  250  volumes  of  desirable  books  were  presented 
by  the  late  Mrs.  E.  G.  Leonard. 

BocBXAND.  The  new  Carnegie  library  building  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  in  the  spring.  It  is  of  red  brick,  with  light  terra- 
cotta trimmings;  is  of  one  story,  with  a  high  basement,  and 
is  classic  in  style.  The  main  building,  which  is  surmounted 
by  a  dome  rising  45  feet  above  the  floor,  is  65  by  40  feet,  with 
a  stack  room  31  by  18  feet  in  the  rear.  A  vestibule,  with 
marble  dado  and  mosaic  floor,  gives  entrance  to  the  rotunda 
or  delivery  room.     This  circular  room  has  a  mosaic  floor, 
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while  the  dado  and  the  eight  columns  which  support  the 
dome  are  of  scagliola.  Here  are  four  niches,  in  which  will 
be  placed  statues  or  memorials,  or  tablets  with  the  names  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  civil  war.  On  either  side  of  the  rotunda 
are  reading  rooms,  and  back  of  them  a  librarian's  room  and 
a  reference  room.  All  these  rooms  are  finished  in  quartered 
oak.     The  stack  room  will  eventuallv  have  three  decks. 

EocKPORT.  The  comer-stone  of  the  new  Carnegie  library  build- 
ing was  laid  Dec.  3,  1904,  with  simple  and  appropriate  cere- 
mony. This  building,  classic  in  design,  is  to  be  a  simple  and 
dignified  structure,  with  a  quiet  elegance  of  its  own  which 
will  harmonize  with  the  adjoining  buildings.  It  is  finely 
situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  very  near  Main  Street  and 
overlooking  the  harbor.  It  is  to  be  built  of  Eockport  granite, 
having  a  white  granite  basement,  and  trimmings,  with  other 
parts  of  the  walls,  of  the  rich  colored  Eockport  seam-faced 
stone.  The  architects  are  McLean  &  Wright  of  Boston.  The 
building  in  its  plan  is  exceedingly  well  arranged  for  library 
purposes,  having  a  central  delivery  room  that  is  circular  in 
outline,  with  a  domed  ceiling  which  is  supported  by  eight 
stone  columns,  and  a  marble  and  mosaic  floor.  To  the  right 
of  the  delivery  room  is  a  large  reading  room,  which  has  a  large 
bay  window,  facing  the  sea,  a  fireplace,  and  cases  for  interest- 
ing historical  articles  which  are  already  gathered  for  that 
purpose.  In  the  rear  is  the  children's  room,  a  librarian's 
room,  and  a  stack  room  with  a  capacity  of  about  30,000  vol- 
umes. The  building  is  so  arranged  that  every  part  may  be 
seen  and  supervised  from  the  librarian's  desk.  It  is  expected 
to  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  the  summer. 

EowLEY.  A  room  with  a  shelving  capacity  of  about  8,000  volumes 
is  being  finished  on  the  first  floor  of  the  new  town  hall,  and 
will  be  occupied  early  in  the  new  year. 

EussELL.  Much  interest  has  been  manifested,  and  there  is  an 
increasing  patronage.  Some  necessary  furniture  has  been 
added  to  the  library  room,  which  makes  it  more  homelike  and 
cheerful.  A  travelling  library  has  been  loaned  by  the  Woman's 
Education  Association.  Branch  libraries  are  maintained  at 
Fairfield,  a  mill  village  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  and  at 
Eussell  Moimtain. 

Salem.  The  home  circulation  of  1903  shows  a  loss  from  that  of 
the  previous  year,  but  this  decrease  was  entirely  in  the  class 
of  fiction,  the  total  use  of  non-fiction  showing  a  slight  increase. 
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This  decrease  in  circulation  appears  to  be  general^  and  the 
most  plausible  reason  given  is  the  general  business  prosperity^ 
which  allows  less  time  for  reading  than  during  periods  of 
commercial  depression.  **The  high  cost  of  books  has  led  to 
more  conservatism  in  bujing.  We  have  imported  from  Eng- 
land certain  of  the  older  fiction  for  which  there  is  a  permanent 
demand.  For  libraries  these  books  are  bound  directly  from 
the  sheets^  in  a  strong  leather  binding.  Special  attention  is 
given  to  the  sewing,  and,  while  the  first  cost  is  somewhat  more 
than  for  copies  bought  in  this  country  in  cloth  binding,  yet 
the  greater  strength  of  the  binding  gives  the  book  so  much 
longer  a  life  that  it  is  a  real  economy  in  the  end.^^ 

Salisbury.  The  library  has  been  classified  and  recatalogued, 
which  necessitated  the  calling  in  of  the  books  and  the  closing 
to  the  public  for  several  weeks.  Miss  Hannah  B.  Co£Bn  re- 
signed as  librarian  in  December,  1903,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  Miss  Alice  R.  Currier. 

Saugus.  The  library  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  as  far  as  usage 
is  concerned,  and  the  statistics  of  1903  give  evidence  of  its 
increasing  popularity  and  usefulness.  The  home  circulation 
increased  6  per  cent,  over  that  of  1902,  and  the  use  of  fiction 
decreased  from  78  per  cent,  to  71  per  cent.  Of  the  Browne 
system  of  charging  the  librarian  says:  *^I  am  positive  that 
we  have  reached  the  minimum  of  time  and  labor  in  the  de- 
livery and  reception  of  books.^*  A  special  personal  interest 
in  the  child  and  his  reading  is  helpful.  If  he  neglects  the 
offered  book  for  one  of  the  lower  grade,  try  to  be  cheerful 
about  it,  and  hope  that  after  a  time  he  will  choose  better. 
Never  drive  him  away,  but  take  a  sympathetic  interest  in  him 
and  his  book.  There  seems  to  be  a  Castlemon  and  Alger 
stage,  and  if  it  does  not  come  early  it  comes  late.  Some  men 
over  thirt}'  years  of  age  are  just  reading  those  authors,  and 
they  seem  as  pleased  with  them  as  the  youngest  boys. 

Seekonk.  The  circulation  shows  a  gain  of  35  per  cent.,  attrib- 
uted for  the  most  part  to  certain  time  regulations  which  have 
been  enforced.  Two  ladies  of  Providence  have  given  books, 
and  the  Seekonk  Library  Society,  composed  of  ladies,  has 
given  its  entire  collection  of  books,  nearly  700  volumes,  with 
book  case. 

Sharon.  The  trustees  have  endeavored,  with  much  success,  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  times,  and  radical  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  administration  of  the  library.     Becognizing  the  un- 
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satisfactory  and  impracticable  condition  of  the  old  catalogues, 
which  could  never  be  kept  complete  without  great  expense,  it 
was  decided  to  make  a  change  to  the  methods  in  use  by  mod- 
em libraries.  The  library  was  closed  for  over  two  months, 
and  the  card  catalogue  system  installed.  Other  changes  have 
been  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  open  shelves  and  the  two- 
card  system.  These  have  resulted  in  the  taking  of  more  vol- 
umes of  solid  and  instructive  works^  and  must  in  time  have  a 
decided  influence  upon  the  character  of  the  general  reading. 

Sheffield.  Mrs.  Katharine  Hinman  Hamlin  of  New  York  be- 
queathed to  the  library  all  her  books,  in  memory  of  the  birth 
in  this  town  of  her  mother,  Lydia  Ashley  Hinman.  There 
were  received  about  300  volumes,  from  which  probably  200 
volumes,  consisting  of  history  and  fiction,  were  selected  and 
placed  upon  the  shelves. 

Shelburne  Palls.  Arms  Public  Library.  The  number  of  cards 
which  each  teacher  in  the  public  schools  may  have  has  been 
increased  from  three  to  six;  and  the  number  of  cards  allowed 
to  a  single  family  is  now  three,  instead  of  two,  as  formerly. 
Access  to  the  shelves  is  given  on  application,  so  far  as  it  can 
be  done  without  too  much  interference  with  the  work  of  the 
librarian. 

Shirley.  A  catalogue  case  and  cards  have  been  presented,  and 
a  card  catalogue  is  being  prepared. 

Shrewsbury.  Teachers'  cards  are  issued,  allowing  special  privi- 
leges to  the  schools  in  the  use  of  the  library.  A  travelling 
library  with  photographs  has  been  loaned  by  the  Woman's 
Education  Association;  and  a  gift  of  161  volumes  and  a 
portrait  of  the  late  Dr.  Franklin  W.  Brigham,  through  whose 
efforts  the  site  of  the  present  building  was  secured,  has  been 
received  from  Mrs.  Mary  Holland  Lee.  The  Browne  charg- 
ing system  has  been  adopted. 

Somerville.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  circulation  and  a 
gratif)'^ing  decrease  in  the  per  cent,  of  fiction  shown  in  the 
statistics  for  1903.  The  Sunday-school  service  has  been  con- 
tinued without  any  serious  trouble  on  the  part  of  the  library, 
and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  schools.  Seven  churches 
were  using  these  libraries  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year.  The  churches  send  representatives,  who  are  given  a 
free  range  through  the  library  and  select  the  books  which 
appear  to  be  desirable.  The  librarian  says:  *'If  they  select 
books  for  which  the  library  feels  an  urgent  pressing  need^  we 
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permit  them  even  then  to  retain  their  selections,  and  immedi- 
ately purchase  new  copies  of  the  books  in  question.  If  the 
library  has  such  pressing  need  of  a  book  that  it  cannot  spare 
a  copy  for  a  Sunday-school,  it  is  time  to  buy  additional  copies 
of  that  book.^'  In  accordance  with  a  deliberate  purpose,  the 
library  has  purchased  more  duplicates  than  new  books.  Out* 
side  of  the  department  of  fiction,  a  library  should  have  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  all  the  standard  works  to  supply  all  legitimate 
demands.  *^It  should  be  the  first  aim  of  a  library  to  get 
its  books  ^out,^  and  a  second  and  equal  aim  to  have  other 
books  ^  in  ^  to  supply  their  places.  To  this  end  a  systematic 
effort  has  been  made  to  purchase,  as  rapidly  as  the  funds  at  our 
disposal  will  permit,  an  adequate  number  of  duplicate  copies 
of  such  works.  This  is  an  end  that  can  be  substantially  ac- 
complished in  a  period  of  three  or  four  years,  if  a  graduated 
increase  of  appropriation  commensurate  with  our  growing 
needs  is  secured.^'  The  public  schools  have  made  more  than 
the  usual  demands  upon  the  resources  of  the  library;  163 
schoolrooms  are  now  supplied. 
Southampton.  The  new  Edwards  Memorial  Building  was  form- 
ally dedicated  Dec.  2,  1904.  Winslow  H.  Edwards  of  East- 
hampton,  in  presenting  the  building  to  the  town,  spoke  of 
it  "  as  the  wish  and  gift  of  his  late  father.  Rev.  H.  L.  Ed- 
wards, saying,  in  part :  ^  I  desire  that  you  should  look  on  me 
not  as  the  giver  of  this  building,  but  simply  as  the  agent  of 
him  to  whom  rightfully  belongs  the  credit  for  the  gift.  For 
many  years  my  father  trijed  to  enlist  others  in  the  project  of 
giving  a  library  building  to  Southampton.  In  looking  over 
many  of  the  papers  left  by  him,  I  learned  that  he  had  been 
writing,  during  the  later  years  of  his  life,  to  people  who  he 
thought  might  be  interested  in  this  town,  and  who  might  be 
willing  to  give  of  their  substance  to  a  library  building.  But 
the  thought  and  labor  expended  by  him  came  to  naught,  and 
so  he  finally  decided  to  provide  himself  for  what  would  be  a 
simple  and  yet  an  appropriate  building.  Therefore,  I  feel 
that  your  appreciation  should  be  shown  especially  for  the 
thought  given  by  my  father,  during  the  last  decade  of  his 
life,  to  this  project,  which  thought  resulted  in  the  library 
which  is  yours  to-day.^  ^'  The  new  building  is  situated  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  and  is  built  of  red  brick,  with 
light  stone  trimmings.  The  entrance  portico  reaches  to  the 
roof,  and  is  supported  on  Corinthian  pillars.     The  vestibule 
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leads  directly  into  the  main  room  of  the  buildings  which  is 
in  the  form  of  a  cross.  Opposite  the  entrance  is  the  libra- 
rian's desk^  with  ample  room  for  admini8trati(m.  Behind 
the  desk  are  stacks  for  the  books  most  in  use,  and  in  the 
north  arm  of  the  cross  is  a  stack  for  reference  books.  A  peri- 
odical table  is  in  the  south  alcove.  The  building  is  well 
lighted  on  all  sides,  and  is  heated  from  a  furnace  in  the 
basement. 

SouTHBRiDGE.  There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  circula- 
tion  for  several  years,  that  of  1903  being  more  than  one-third 
larger  than  that  of  1899.  There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the 
circulation  of  fiction  and  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of 
children's  and  French  books.  Since  the  books  for  boys  and 
girls  have  been  separated  into  fiction  and  non-fiction,  there 
has  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  circulation  of  children's 
books  of  an  educational  character.  As  the  French  population 
has  increased,  the  circulation  of  French  books  has  naturally 
increased.  The  statistics  of  1903  show  the  low  rate  of  59.09 
per  cent,  for  the  circulation  of  fiction  and  children's  fiction. 
The  480  volumes  of  French  books  in  the  library  furnished  a 
circulation  of  2,808  volumes.  A  new  fiction  catalogue  has 
been  printed,  and  a  new  registration  of  card  holders  is  being 
made. 

South  Hadley.  At  the  central  library  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  reading  has  been  noted.  As  the  library  is  in 
close  touch  with  the  schools,  the  teachers  have  taken  care  to 
recommend  books  to  their  scholars,  who  have  followed  their 
suggestions  with  avidity  and  advantage.  The  worst  that  the 
stormy  weather  has  done  could  not  keep  the  children  from 
the  library  when  it  was  open.  At  the  branch  at  South  Had- 
ley Falls  the  library  has  been  moved  to  another  room;  and 
modem  book  stacks,  of  a  capacity  to  accommodate  a  goodly 
increase  of  the  present  nimiber  of  books,  have  been  installed. 
The  books  have  been  arranged  and  a  card  catalogue  made.  The 
Gaylord  Memorial  Library  Building,  which  was  described  in 
the  report  of  last  year,  was  dedicated  on  the  afternoon  of  May 
18.  The  presentation  address  was  made  by  Arthur  S.  Gay- 
lord,  a  grand-nephew  of  the  donor,  William  H.  Gaylord.  A 
poem  was  read  by  Andrew  T.  Judd,  and  addresses  given  by 
Eev.  A.  B.  Patten  and  Miss  Mary  E.  WooUey,  president  of 
Mount  Holyoke  College.  The  building  is  in  the  charge  of 
a  board  of  seven  life  trustees,  who  propose  to  care  for  and 
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maintain  the  building  and  grounds,  to  light  and  heat  and 
fximish  a  janitor  for  the  entire  building,  to  retain  controLof 
two  smaller  rooms  intended  as  repositories  for  works  of  art, 
antiquities  and  liistorical  relies,  and  to  give  to  the  trustees 
of  the  Free  Public  Library  the  free  use  and  control  of  the 
room  prepared  for  the  library.  The  latter  board  will  only 
be  at  the  expense  of  providing  and  caring  for  the  books  of  the 
library  and  for  their  deliver}'  to  tlie  public. 

Spencer.  The  home  circulation  of  1903  was  somewhat  less  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  owing,  perhaps,  to  a  free  use  of  the 
Tabard  Inn  Library  by  the  fiction-reading  public.  As  a 
reference  library  a  much  larger  work  has  been  done  than  ever 
before,  and  much  use  has  been  made  of  the  reading  room. 

Springfield.  During  the  past  year  generous  friends  contributed 
$4,600  towards  reducing  the  debt  of  the  City  Library  Associa- 
tion. The  late  Albert  D.  Nason  left  a  will  under  which  the 
library  will  ultimately  receive  $5,000,  the  income  of  which  is 
to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  boQks  of  permanent  value  in 
history,  science  and  the  useful  arts.  A  new  department  has 
happily  been  endowed  by  the  gift  of  $1,000  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Mary  R.  Searle,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for 
the  enrichment  of  the  library  in  specimens  of  the  wood- 
engraver's  art,  either  books  or  proofs.  The  heirs  of  the  late 
Henry  S.  Lee,  through  the  executors,  have  given  his  mag- 
nificent collection  of  ancient  and  modem  coins.  Several  oil 
portraits,  many  books  and  some  manuscripts  have  been  given, 
and  a  good  deal  of  material  for  the  science  museum.  Notable 
among  the  latter  is  a  collection  of  soapstone  pottery,  with  the 
trap  implements  used  to  work  it,  taken  from  the  old  Indian 
quarry  at  Wilbraham,  and  presented  by  Nathan  D.  Bill.  A 
collection  of  musical  scores  has  been  purchased  to  serve  as 
the  nucleus  of  a  music  library.  As  a  means  of  temporary 
relief  from  the  crowding  of  the  present  building,  the  entire 
basement  has  been  finished  for  use,  and  a  separate  entrance 
provided.  One  of  the  rooms  so  obtained  will  be  used  for  the 
periodical  reading  room  and  another  as  a  children's  room. 
A  fire,  which  threatened  the  destruction  of  the  library-,  oc- 
curred on  the  afternoon  of  April  6.  Fortunately,  it  was  con- 
fined to  a  portion  of  the  roof,  but  it  caused  a  serious  damage 
by  water  to  the  books,  principally  to  those  of  the  David  A. 
Wells  economic  library  and  the  collection  of  government  docu- 
ments.    This   library   aims   to  pursue   a   fairly  conservative 
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policy  in  relation  to  children's  reading.  It  is  a  question  how 
much  good  is  done  by  the  profuse  supply  of  harmless  but 
mediocre  books.  It  is  said  in  their  favor  that  they  often 
fonn  the  reading  habit  in  children  who  might  not  be  attracted 
if  restricted  to  the  classics.  On  the  other  hand,  their  effect  may 
be  mentally  debilitating.  This  is  true  not  only  of  story  books, 
but  applies  equally  to  the  so-called  instructive  books  of  a  milk- 
and-water  character.  Newly  published  children's  books  have 
been  purchased  very  sparingly  (only  34  titles  of  current  juve- 
nile fiction  in  the  year),  but  an  effort  is  made  to  increase 
interest  in  children's  classics,  and  especial  pains  taken  to  lead 
older  children  from  juvenile  to  adult  literature.  One  hundred 
and  ninety-five  distributing  agencies  are  maintained  in  the 
cit}\  The  annual  report,  made  in  May,  is  filled  with  sug- 
gestive information. 

Stockbridge.  a  subscription  to  the  Bodley  Club  Library  gives 
the  library  1,200  new  books  annually  for  $75,  which,  the 
secretary  says,  "has  added  materially  to  the  efiiciency  of  the 
library,  and  given  a  wider  selection  of  good  books  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  possible  with  our  limited  means."  It  is 
the  wish  of  the  trustees  to  co-operate  with  the  schools  as  far 
as  possible,  and  a  closer  union  is  proposed.  The  library  is 
now  open  from  11  to  6  o'clock  p.m.,  and  in  the  evening  of 
every  day  except  Sundays  and  holidays.  This  is  quite  a 
liberal  addition  to  the  former  hours  of  opening.  A  bequest 
of  $500  has  been  received  from  the  late  Henry  Dwight  Sedg- 
wick, who  was  president  of  the  library  for  many  years. 

Stoneham.  The  new  Carnegie  library  building  was  opened  for 
the  delivery  of  books  June  27,  1904.  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  of 
$15,000  was  supplemented  by  town  appropriations  of  $2,500 
for  land  and  $4,500  in  addition  to  the  building  fund.  The 
building  contains  a  stack  room  for  about  20,000  volimies,  a 
commodious  delivery  room,  a  reading  room  for  adults  and  one 
for  children,  with  additional  rooms  in  the  basement.  The 
floors  are  fireproof ed,  and  a  steel  curtain  closes  the  entrance 
to  the  stack  room.  The  library  is  open  daily,  except  on  Sun- 
days and  holidays. 

Stoughton.  The  new  library  building  was  dedicated  June  30. 
A  public  reception  in  the  library  was  followed  by  appropriate 
exercises  in  the  town  hall.  The  building  is  the  gift  of  Lucius 
Clapp  of  Randolph,  a  former  resident  of  Stoughton,  who  has 
always  had  the  best  interests  of  the  town  at  heart,  as  his 
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numerous  gifts  to  the  library,  schools  and  other  institutions 
are  witnesses.  The  lot  was  furnished  by  the  town,  and  the 
building  cost  $25,000,  complete  with  furniture  and  fittings. 
The  library  is  of  colonial  design,  and  is  constructed  of  brick 
and  limestone,  with  the  interior  finish  of  oak.  The  delivery 
hall  is  in  the  centre,  with  the  book  stacks  in  the  rear.  On  one 
side  of  the  hall  is  the  general  reading  room,  with  special  facil- 
ities for  the  shelving  and  use  of  reference  books.  On  the 
other  side  are  the  children's  room  and  the  librarian's  room. 
The  principal  book  stacks  are  on  the  main  floor,  and  are 
arranged  for  a  second  tier  when  needed.  The  basement  is 
furnished  with  stacks  for  books  which  are  not  in  frequent  use. 
The  total  capacity  is  about  30,000  volumes.  In  the  vestibule 
is  a  bronze  tablet  in  recognition  of  the  gift,  and  another  as 
a  memorial  of  the  late  Henry  L.  Pierce,  who  was  a  liberal 
benefactor  of  the  library.  In  the  basement  is  a  small  hall, 
which  is  designed  for  the  use  of  the  Stoughton  Historical 
Society,  and  may  be  used  for  small  gatherings. 

Stow.  The  library  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  an  important 
factor  in  the  intellectual  life  of  the  town.  A  portrait  of  Mr. 
Henry  Gates,  a  trustee  since  the  library  was  opened,  has  been 
received. 

Sunderland.  The  librarian  says:  "We  have  patrons  from  no 
fewer  than  nine  nationalities,  and  never  in  any  previous  year 
has  the  number  of  loans  reached  that  of  the  closing  year. 
Moreover,  we  are  confident  that  in  the  quality  of  our  work  we 
are  keeping  pace  with  quantity.  We  have  been  gratified  with 
the  use  which  has  been  made  of  the  library  for  reference  work, 
especially  by  the  schools  and  notably  by  the  high  school;  and 
we  view  with  satisfaction  the  increased  co-operation  with  the 
public  schools,  which  should  be  one  of  the  foremost  objects 
in  the  work  of  every  public  library."  A  number  of  Polish 
books  have  been  added  to  the  library,  which  have  been  appre- 
ciated by  those  of  that  nationality  who  wish  to  read. 

Swansea.  The  two-book  system,  which  was  adopted  last  year,  is 
rapidly  growing  in  favor.  The  current  magazines  have  been 
put  in  circulation.  A  portrait  of  Dr.  James  L.  Wellington 
has  been  presented  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Case,  one  of  the  trustees. 

Taunton.  The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  in  1903  was 
less  than  it  had  been  for  several  years.  This  reduction  was  due 
in  the  main  to  the  non-purchase  of  current  books  during  a  few 
months,  occasioned  by  the  use  of  the  usual  book  fund  to  meet 
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extraordinary  expenses  in  the  work  of  reclassification  and  cat- 
aloguing. The  new  Carnegie  building,  a  brief  description  of 
which  was  given  in  the  repori;  of  last  year,  was  opened  with 
simple  dedicatory  exercises  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  30,  1904. 

Tbwksbury.  The  librarian,  Miss  Louie  M.  Blaisdell,  and  the  as- 
sistant. Miss  Lucy  Tingley,  resigned  in  1903,  and  the  trustees, 
in  their  report,  "tender  the  unanimous  endorsement  of  the 
board  for  their  faithful  and  painstaking  efforts  to  make  the 
library  an  instrument  of  great  good  in  this  community.^'  Mrs. 
Bemice  Folsom  was  chosen  librarian,  and  in  turn  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Miss  Harriette  6.  Lee  July  1,  1904.  The  circula- 
tion of  fiction  is  somewhat  smaller,  while  that  of  the  other 
classes  has  increased.  The  teachers  of  the  high  and  grammar 
schools  have  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  taking 
books  for  the  use  of  their  pupils,  and  the  younger  people  of 
the  town  are  becoming  more  interested  in  the  library.  Old 
magazines  are  sent  to  the  several  hospitals  and  homes,  where 
they  are  much  appreciated. 

TiSBURY.  The  directors  have  been  authorized  to  purchase  suit- 
able premises  for  library  purposes.  The  feeling  generally 
prevails  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  incur  indebtedness,  but 
rather  to  collect  adequate  funds  for  the  enterprise  previous 
to  an  unqualified  purchase. 

TopsFiELD.  For  several  years  the  per  cent,  of  fiction  circulation 
has  been  decreasing.  The  schools  have  used  the  library  more 
freely,  and  a  larger  number  of  books  than  usual  have  been 
added  by  purchase.  The  interest  in  the  reading  room  has 
been  maintained. 

TowNSEND.  In  1903  the  librarian,  Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Warren,  was 
given  a  leave  of  absence  for  one  year,  and  Miss  Annie  S.  Begg 
was  chosen  substitute  librarian.  Each  year  sees  an  increased 
use  of  the  library,  not  only  for  recreation  but  for  study  and 
reference.  A  valuable  collection  of  religious  histories  and 
books  of  reference  has  been  received  from  Rev.  Samuel  S. 
Spear  of  Wareham.  Loans  of  pictures  have  been  made  by 
the  Woman's  Education  Association.  The  librarian  notes 
the  interest  of  the  school  children  in  the  use  of  books  in  rela- 
tion to  their  studies.  The  members  of  the  grange,  in  pursu- 
ance of  their  work,  have  consulted  the  library  with  much 
satisfaction.  The  library  is  being  classified  and  recatalogued 
by  the  Dewey  system. 

Tyngsborocgh.  The  library  is  cramped  in  space,  and  its  room 
is  poorly  lighted  and  very  damp;  but  a  proper  library  building 
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is  in  prospect  from  a  legacy  of  $5,000  left  by  an  old  resident 
of  the  town,  which  with,  perhaps,  some  help  from  the  town 
will  be  adequate. 

Tyringham.  a  library  building  in  process  of  erection  has  not 
progressed  as  was  hoped  and  expected.  A  renewed  effort  is 
being  made  to  secure  funds  for  its  completion.  The  trustees 
were  obliged  to  move  the  library  from  the  pleasant  room  in 
the  centre  of  the  village  to  a  more  remote  place,  consequently 
the  library  has  not  been  used  as  freely  as  it  otherwise  would 
have  been  by  the  citizens  and  children. 

Upton.  Valuable  gifts  of  books  have  been  received  from  a  local 
business  man  and  from  the  heirs  of  two  prominent  townsmen. 
The  library  is  being  classified  by  the  Dewey  system,  and  a 
card  catalogue  is  being  prepared. 

UxBRiDGE.  The  circulation  of  1903  gained  about  22  per  cent, 
over  that  of  1902,  and  the  per  cent,  of  fiction  decreased.  The 
visits  of  the  librarian  to  the  schools  and  the  removal  of 
the  age  limit  have  brought  many  new  readers  to  the  library. 
Teachers  of  distant  schools  take  books  to  their  pupils  and 
allow  them  to  be  used  for  home  reading;  in  this  way  many 
have  been  reached  who  were  too  far  away  to  go  to  the  library 
themselves.  A  collection  of  pictures  of  miscellaneous  subjects 
is  being  made.  These  are  used  for  picture  bulletins  in  the 
library,  and  for  loans  to  the  schools  and  clubs  as  illustrations 
of  work  that  is  being  done.  French  fiction  has  been  added 
to  the  library,  to  meet  the  demands  of  residents  who^do  not 
read  English.  In  many  cases  children  who  come  to  the  li- 
brary for  juvenile  English  books  borrow  French  books  on 
their  own  cards  for  their  parents.  This  avoids  red-tape  work, 
and  makes  the  foreign  people  feel  that  the  library  is  easy  to 
approach.  Work  has  been  done  on  a  subject  catalogue,  in 
which  important  chapters  of  books  are  noted,  special  lists 
referred  to,  and  cards  have  been  written  for  all  matters  deal- 
ing in  any  way  with  Uxbridge  history.  In  the  purchase  of 
books  some  of  the  methods  recommended  by  the  committee  of 
the  American  Library  Association  have  been  tried,  and  the 
results,  so  far,  show  that  a  limited  book  fund  may  be  made 
in  this  way  more  adequate  to  growing  needs. 

Wakefield.  A  steady  increase  in  the  circulation  is  reported  for 
the  last  five  years.  The  waiting  list  system,  as  regards  new 
books,  gives  general  satisfaction,  some  500  postal  cards  having 
been  used  during  the  year.     This  system  prevents  in  a  great 
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measure  the  feeling  that  each  one's  turn  is  a  long  time  coming 
for  the  new  book,  and  does  away  with  the  idea  that  favoritism 
is  shown.  The  newspapers  and  magazines  are  in  continual 
use,  and  during  the  colder  months  space  at  the  tables  ia  in 
almost  constant  demand  during  the  busiest  hours. 

Walpole.  The  librarian.  Miss  Margaret  Tyacke,  resigned  Sept 
1,  1903,  and  Miss  Ida  J.  Phelps  was  elected  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy. The  beautiful  location  and  the  spacious  and  well- 
lighted  rooms  of  the  new  library  building  win  the  admiration 
of  all  visitors.  Every  e£Eort  is  made  to  make  the  library  use- 
ful to  students,  and  the  fullest  co-operation  exists  between  it 
and  the  public  schools.  Among  the  features  which  promote 
its  eflBciency  are  open  stacks;  a  separate  room  for  children, 
which  is  very  much  used;  the  two-card  system;  and  the  Sun- 
day opening  of  the  reading  room,  with  hours  practically  the 
same  as  on  week  days.  The  reading  room  is  furnished  with 
60  of  the  best  periodicals  in  art,  science,  sociology  and  general 
literature.  Books  are  sent  each  week  to  East  Walpole  and 
South  Walpole,  through  the  kindness  of  public-spirited  citi- 
zens, who  transport  them  free  of  charge.  The  Bodley  Club 
service  has  been  increased  to  100  volumes,  thus  supplying  the 
demand  for  fiction  to  such  an  extent  that  only  that  of  the 
highest  character  need  be  purchased,  and  that. only  after  its 
desirability  has  been  tested  by  use.  Three  hundred  foreign 
photographs  have  been  added,  making  nearly  800  in  the  pres- 
ent collection. 

Waltham.  The  record  of  1903  shows  a  loss  in  circulation,  with 
85.5  as  the  per  cent,  of  fiction  used.  The  placing  of  new  and 
popular  books  on  open  shelves  has  worked  so  well  that  addi- 
tional shelves  have  been  provided.  To  carry  out  still  further 
the  facility  for  the  examination  of  books  on  all  the  shelves 
of  the  library,  patrons  in  limited  numbers,  imder  proper  regu- 
lations, have  been  allowed  to  visit  the  alcoves.  The  placing 
of  books  in  the  children's  department  has  given  favorable  re- 
sults. These  books  have  been  largely  taken,  and  on  some  days 
the  supply  has  been  quite  exhausted. 

Warren.  A  contract  has  been  made  with  the  Bodley  Club  Li- 
brary, by  which  50  books  are  furnished,  and  about  two-thirds 
of  them  exchanged  once  in  six  weeks.  The  experience  of  a 
year  has  shown  that  these  books  are  in  almost  constant  use. 
The  wants  of  fiction  readers  having  been  thus  well  supplied. 
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it  has  been  possible  to  give  more  attention  to  the  purchase  of 
reference  books  and  standard  works  in  other  departments. 

Warwick.  The  teachers  have  drawn  freely  on  the  library  for 
books  for  reference  and  supplementary  reading  in  the  school- 
room. As  much  attention  is  being  given  to  nature  study,  the 
demand  among  the  children  for  books  on  birds  and  flowers 
has  been  active,  and  a  number  of  such  books  have  been 
furnished.  A  travelling  library  on  birds,  loaned  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Audubon  Society,  was  much  appreciated.  Photo- 
graphs loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association  have 
been  exhibited. 

Watertown.  The  enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  building 
having  been  completed,  work  has  been  done  to  increase  and 
perfect  the  catalogues,  the  want  of  which  has  somewhat  im- 
peded the  work  with  the  schools  and  stations.  A  second 
edition  of  the  fiction  list  has  been  issued,  and  a  list  of  biog- 
raphy, history  and  travel  is  nearly  or  quite  completed.  Two 
complete  card  catalogues  are  used,  one  for  the  public  and  the 
other  for  office  use  and  verification.  Delivery  stations  have 
been  established  at  East  Watertown,  Bemis  and  the  Hosmer 
school,  and  books  are  sent  to  other  schools  when  they  are  asked 
for.  There  is  no  age  limit  for  borrowers,  and  two  books  may 
be  taken  upon  a  card,  but  only  one  shall  be  of  the  fiction  class. 

Webster.  The  circulation  has  increased,  especially  in  the  chil- 
dren's department,  and  there  has  been  a  larger  attendance  in 
the  reading  room.  The  opening  of  the  non-fiction  shelves  to 
the  public  has  apparently  increased  the  circulation  in  that  line 
of  reading. 

Wellesley.  By  the  construction  of  a  second  floor  of  iron  and 
glass  in  the  north  alcove,  space  has  been  secured  for  the  shelv- 
ing of  about  5,000  volumes. 

Wendell.  Miss  Julia  Kavana  resigned  as  librarian  in  March, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Mary  E.  White.  The  library  is 
open  to  the  pupils  of  the  schools,  and  books  are  purchased 
with  direct  reference  to  the  needs  of  the  children.  Two  bird 
charts  have  been  procured  for  use  in  the  schools,  and  they 
have  been  used  and  much  appreciated  by  the  pupils.  Books 
of  reference  are  loaned  to  the  schools  whenever  asked  for,  and 
encyclopaedias  may  be  retained  for  indefinite  periods.  Books 
and  photographs  have  been  loaned  to  the  library  by  the 
Woman's  Education  Association.     The  branch  library  at  Far- 
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ley  has  received  a  donation  of  books  through  the  care  of  Miss 
Alice  6.  Chandler  of  Lancaster. 

Westpield.  Special  reading  lists  for  current  topics  and  women's 
clubs  are  being  furnished.  The  circulation  is  about  7,000 
volumes  more  than  in  1903. 

Westford.  Mr.  E.  M.  EajTnond  of  Charlestown  has  continued 
his  gifts  to  the  library  by  the  addition  of  carved  oak  chairs,  an 
elegant  Doulton  vase,  a  large  marble  medallion  by  Margaret 
F.  Foley,  and  a  long  list  of  rare  and  antique  articles.  Other 
valuable  gifts  have  been  received.  The  teachers  and  pupils  of 
the  schools  are  making  increasing  use  of  the  library  in  carry- 
ing on  the  school  work.  The  children  of  the  town  are  thus 
acquiring  a  broader  and  better  scholarship,  and  forming  valu- 
able habits  of  investigation. 

Westminster.  Miss  Mary  Belle  Hagar  resigned  her  position  as 
librarian  Jan.  1,  1904,  after  a  faithful  and  eflScient  service  of 
about  eight  years,  and  Miss  Sadie  F.  Greene  was  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  About  thirty  trees  and  a  lot  of  shrubs  have 
been  set  out  upon  the  library  grounds  by  Mr.  D.  C.  Miles,  at 
the  expense  of  a  fund  left  with  him  in  trust ;  they  will  in  time 
add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  grounds.  The  use  of  the  li- 
brary and  reading  rooms  has  increased.  Photographs,  loaned 
by  the  Woman's  Education  Association,  have  been  exhibited 
in  the  children's  room  from  time  to  time,  and  some  valuable 
gifts  of  books  have  been  received.  The  library  is  slowly  and 
steadily  developing  into  what  a  modern  library  should  be. 

Weston.  The  library  holds  funds  to  the  amount  of  $8,400,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books,  and  not 
for  the  general  purposes  of  the  library.  Portraits  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  S.  White,  the  late  lamented  librarian,  and  Oliver  E. 
Bobbins,  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  trustees,  whose 
death  occurred  in  1903,  have  been  presented  to  the  library. 
Exhibitions  of  pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been 
given.  The  open-shelf  system  has  been  in  use  nearly  four 
years,  and  only  four  books  have  been  missing  during  that 
time,  and  none  of  them  were  juveniles.  Weston  must  be  the 
banner  town  for  open  shelves.  During  the  school  year  the 
library  is  used  to  a  large  extent  by  the  teachers  and  scholars 
of  the  public  schools.  The  teachers  are  not  limited  to  any 
class  or  number  of  books  which  may  be  taken  for  school  use. 
Two  new  cases  have  been  placed  in  the  children's  room. 
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Westport.  Westport  Free  Public  Library.  This  library,  at  Cen- 
tral Village,  is  a  town  library  with  1,380  volumes,  a  catalogue 
of  which  has  just  been  issued. 

Westport  Point  Library.  This  is  a  free  public  library,  un- 
der private  control.  The  population  of  the  village  at  West- 
port  Point  is  under .200,  and,  as  the  library  at  Central  Village 
is  four  miles  away,  they  have  not  found  it  practicable  to  use 
the  town  library  to  any  great  extent.  Their  need  has  been 
met  by  the  founding  of  this  library  by  Mrs.  Charles  Cuthbert 
Hall,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents,  Eobert  H.  Boyd  and 
Catherine  Lansing  Boyd.  It  was  started  Sept.  1,  1903,  in  a 
simple  and  small  way,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  grow  according 
to  the  demands  of  the  little  commimity.  Two  hundred  and 
seventy-three  volumes,  carefully  selected,  were  purchased  at 
the  beginning;  73  volumes  belonging  to  the  old  District  School 
Library  were  gathered  together  from  the  homes  of  the  vil- 
lagers and  given  to  the  library.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year 
there  were  470  volumes  in  the  library,  and  1,323  volumes  had 
been  circulated.  During  the  first  eight  months  the  books 
were  in  the  care  of  the  postmaster,  but  since  May  1  they  have 
been  placed  in  a  rented  room.  Miss  Mary  C.  Corey,  the  libra- 
rian, was  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  village  school,  and  is 
interested  to  bring  the  library  and  the  school  together.  Bulle- 
tins and  reading  suggestions  are  placed  in  the  school,  and  the 
teachers  are  allowed  books  without  limit.  The  library  is  free 
to  the  villagers,  and  summer  visitors  pay  a  small  fee  for  the 
privilege  of  registering  as  borrowers.  Papers  and  magazines 
are  given,  and  the  reading  room  and  library  are  open  daily. 
A  large  library  will  never  be  required  in  this  small  community, 
but  by  a  judicious  choice  of  books  this  library  may  be  made 
very  useful.  A  printed  catalogue  has  been  issued,  which  will 
be  supplemented  by  printed  slips. 

Westport  Public  Library.  This  library  was  organized  in 
1889  by  fifteen  men  of  the  village,  and  absorbed  the  Westport 
Social  Library,  which  dated  from  1840,  and  the  Westport 
Library  Association.  It  was  closed  in  1896,  for  lack  of 
funds,  and  its  books  were  taken  from  the  store  where  they 
had  been  kept  and  stored  for  safe  keeping.  It  was  reopened 
by  the  young  people  in  October,  1900,  in  a  dwelling  house, 
where  it  remained  until  March,  1902,  when  the  death  of  the 
owner  of  the  building  caused  it  to  be  closed  a  second  time.     It 
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was  again  reopened  in  May,  1903,  in  the  high  school  building 
at  the  head  of  Westport,  where  it  now  is.  It  is  entirely  with- 
out an  income,  except  that  which  is  obtained  from  an  annual 
entertainment  in  the  church.  The  neighboring  libraries  of 
New  Bedford,  Taunton  and  Fairhaven  have  sent  many  re- 
jected duplicates,  mostly  fiction,  which,  although  not  of  recent 
date,  have  furnished  a  good  supply  of  reading  material.  The 
library  has  now  about  1,600  volumes. 

West  Springfield.  The  patrons  of  the  library  have  steadily  in- 
creased in  numbers.  The  children's  department,  however, 
shows  a  decrease  of  1,000  volumes  in  the  circulation  of  1903, 
which  was  due  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet-fever.  Books  on 
nature,  history,  art  and  religion  have  been  in  increased  de- 
mand, and  it  is  intended  to  make  many  additions  along  those 
lines. 

West  Stockbridge.  A  decrease  in  the  circulation  of  1903  was 
caused  by  the  library  being  closed  several  weeks  during  the 
summer;  the  average  number  per  week,  when  the  library  was 
open,  was  larger  than  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  de- 
mand for  reference,  books  has  increased,  and  more  of  this  class 
of  books  have  been  purchased.  A  portrait  of  Henry  W.  Long- 
fellow has  been  presented,  and  wood  for  the  use  of  the  library 
has  been  freely  furnished  by  John  Vaber. 

Westwood.  The  circulation  has  materially  increased.  More  in- 
terest is  apparent  every  year,  especially  on  the  part  of  the 
children. 

Weymouth.  Tufts  Lib^an^  Before  the  close  of  the  summer 
term  (1903)  a  graded  list  was  sent  to  exevy  school  below  the 
high  school,  with  the  request  that  the  teachers  would  ask  their 
pupils  to  read  two  at  least  of  the  books  listed  during  the  vaca- 
tion, with  the  expectation  that  the  first  language  lesson  of 
the  fall  term  would  be  on  "books  I  have  read  during  vaca- 
tion." The  result  was  very  gratifying;  such  books  as  "Ragged 
Dick,"  "Tattered  Tom"  and  the  "Optic"  books  had  more 
rest  than  usual,  and  better  books  were  in  constant  demand. 
Twenty-five  to  30  books  each  are  now  sent  every  two  months 
to  seven  distant  schools,  whose  pupils  otherwise  would  re- 
ceive little  benefit  from  the  library.  The  high  school  takes 
books  for  study  only,  but  the  lower  grades  read  good  stories 
and  juvenile  works  of  travel,  histor}%  poetry,  natural  science 
and  the  fine  and  useful  arts.     There  was  a  gain  of  nearly  10 
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per  cent,  in  the  circulation,  and  a  slight  decrease  in  the  per 
cent,  of  fiction  used.  Students'  cards  are  issued  to  any  who 
need  a  number  of  books  for  special  study.  Besides  exhibitions 
of  the  pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Club,  a  loan  exhibition  of 
paintings  by  artists  of  Weymouth  and  vicinity  was  given, 
which  was  greatly  appreciated  by  many  visitors. 

Whitman.  In  consequence  of  an  insufficient  appropriation,  the 
trustees  report  (1903)  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  meet 
the  demand  for  new  books.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  cir- 
culation, and  the  use  of  fiction  was  90  per  cent.  The  connect- 
ing link  between  the  library  and  the  schools  has  been  growing 
stronger. 

Williamsburg.  Haydenville  Public  Library.  The  library  has 
been  used  even  more  extensively  than  usual,  and,  through  the 
efficient  work  of  the  librarian,  is  doing  good  educational  work, 
besides  supplying  the  people  with  a  good  share  of  their  lighter 
literature.  Among  the  gifts  were  100  bound  volumes  of 
magazines  from  the  City  Library  Association  of  Springfield. 
This  library  is  supported  by  the  town  of  Williamsburg. 

Meekins  Library.  This  library  is  free  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  but  the  town  has  no  voice  in  its  management. 
Twice  as  many  books  as  usual  have  been  added,  and  the 
Browne  charging  system,  which  is  very  satisfactory,  has  been 
adopted.  The  two-book  system  is  used,  with  the  usual  result 
of  an  increase  in  the  use  of  non-fiction  books. 

WiLLiAMSTOWK.  An  important  change  in  library  hours  has  been 
made ;  the  library  is  now  accessible  on  five  afternoons  and  two 
evenings  in  the  week.  This  has  been  a  great  convenience,  not 
only  to  the  general  public  but  also  to  the  schools,  as  the  schol- 
ars are  now  better  able  to  go  to  the  library;  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, the  circulation  shows  a  gain  of  about  14  per  cent. 

WiNTHROP.  The  plan  of  placing  all  fiction  upon  the  Cutter  sys- 
tem of  classification  has  been  completed.  It  is  now  possible 
to  find  without  delay  all  the  works  of  any  author  that  are  not 
in  circulation,  as  this  system  brings  together  the  books  of  each 
writer.  It  means  quicker  delivery  and  less  waiting  for  the 
borrower.  The  other  divisions  of  the  library  will  be  reclassi- 
fied as  opportunity  offers.  An  encouraging  feature  of  the 
work  of  the  year  was  the  increased  use  made  of  the  reading 
room.  The  continued  interest  on  the  part  of  the  townspeople 
in  the  historical  collection  in  the  Pullin  Point  room  is  a  mat- 
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ter  of  especial  gratification  to  the  trustees.  The  room  is  now 
crowded  with  pictures  and  articles  of  local  historical  interest, 
and  the  collection  is  rapidly  growing.  Exhibitions  of  the 
pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  continued,  and  a 
special  exhibition  of  park  views,  many  of  which  were  loaned 
by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  has  been  given. 

WoBURN.  A  partial  closure  of  the  library  during  the  "  coal  strike  " 
and  an  entire  closing  of  two  months  in  the  summer  by  reason 
of  the  prevalence  of  scarlet-fever  caused  a  great  reduction  in 
the  circulation  of  1903.  The  normal  condition  of  affairs  was 
renewed  after  September  1.  The  open-shelf  system  causes 
much  misplacement  of  books,  and  increased  work  for  the  at- 
tendants in  replacing  them  in  after  hours ;  otherwise,  the  sys- 
tem is  satisfactory,  and  it  is  not  considered  detrimental  so  far 
as  the  loss  of  books  is  concerned, — 94  volumes  were  reported 
missing  in  1903.  Valuable  manuscripts  and  other  articles  re- 
lating to  local  history  have  been  received.  Three  trustees  have 
been  appointed  under  the  will  of  Jonathan  Thompson  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  library  building  at  North  Wobum; 
Andrew  R.  Linscott  is  the  chairman. 

Worcester.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  have  users  of  libraries  re- 
member the  institutions  in  their  wills.  A  few  years  ago 
Henry  W.  Brown,  a  teacher  in  the  State  Normal  School  in 
Worcester,  remembering  the  assistance  which  he  had  received 
in  this  library,  made  to  it  a  bequest  of  $100 ;  that  amount  has 
been  set  aside  as  the  Henry  W.  Brown  Fund.  William  H. 
Bartlett,  principal  of  one  of  the  grammar  schools  in  Worcester, 
died  during  the  past  year.  He  had  used  the  library  con- 
stantly. Much  had  been  done  for  him,  and  he  always  acknowl- 
edged assistance  with  a  beautiful  courtesy.  It  is  understood 
that  the  library  will  eventually  receive  from  his  estate  the 
sum  of  about  $2,500.  Is  it  not  well  to  encourage  persons  to 
make  small  bequests  to  libraries,  when  they  cannot  make  large 
ones?  It  is  very  touching  in  some  European  coimtries  to 
find  institutions  which  have  numerous  very  small  funds,  which 
have  been  left  by  appreciative  friends.  Let  it  be  understood 
that  a  gift  of  $50  or  $100  will  be  gratefully  received,  and  let 
small  funds  be  established,  where  practicable,  to  perpetuate 
the  kindness  and  thoughtfulness  of  givers.  The  renewal  of 
books  by  telephone  has  been  so  generally  adopted  that  it  has 
become  necessary  to  have  a  private  line  for  the  circulating  de- 
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partment.  At  the  begiiming  of  the  school  year  it  is  the  custom 
here  to  send  a  circular  to  the  heads  of  the  several  public  schools, 
offering  to  send  an  attendant,  at  an  hour  to  be  agreed  upon,  to 
take  the  signatures  of  such  scholars  as  the  teachers  think 
should  have  the  privilege  of  library  cards  for  home  use.  This 
is  additional  to  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the  schools 
by  means  of  the  usual  teachers^  and  pupils'  cards.  This  plan 
not  only  encourages  the  use  of  books  by  children  who  should 
have  them,  but  prevents  a  rush  of  signers  between  4  and  6 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  library  assistants  are  ex- 
tremely busy  in  waiting  on  the  masses  of  boys  and  girls  who 
crowd  the  children's  room  between  those  hours  on  the  first 
five  secular  days  of  the  week. 
Yarmouth.  Yarmouth  Librar}'  Association.  This  library  has 
received  a  gift  of  $1,000  from  the  late  Mrs.  Abby  B.  King- 
man of  Brockton,  a  native  of  the  town.  The  branch  at  West 
Yarmouth  haa  received  an  encyclopaedia  in  29  volumes,  and 
the  libran',  though  small,  is  doing  well.  The  Free  Social 
Library  at  South  Yarmouth  has  no  regular  income,  and  is 
dependent  upon  the  liberality  of  its  friends.  The  summer 
residents  raised  over  $100  for  its  assistance.  It  has  been 
moved  into  larger  and  more  pleasant  rooms  on  the  ground 
floor,  which  have  been  fitted  up  at  an  expense  of  over  $100. 
A  new  card  catalogue  and  cabinet  have  been  put  in,  and  nearly 
100  vohimes  added  to  the  collection. 

The  Woman's  Education  Association. 

The  exceptionally  good  work  of  the  committee  on  libraries 
of  the  Woman's  Education  Association,  now  extended  over 
many  years,  has  been  a  unique  and  very  interesting  and  useful 
phase  of  the  development  of  the  ever-growing  library  interests 
of  the  State.  It  now  has  50  travelling  libraries,  containing 
1,417  volumes,  and  the  circulation  for  the  year  has  averaged  4 
for  each  volume,  the  percentage  of  fiction  being  53^.  The 
libraries  on  special  subjects  number  10,  upon  the  following 
subjects  :  Venice,  Florence,  Shakespeare,  English  architecture, 
Rome,  Italian  ai-t,  Egypt,  French  art,  Spanish  art  and  religion. 
Special  libraries  upon  Greece  and  Dutch  art  are  soon  to  be 
added.  The  localities  that  have  received  benefit  from  these 
libraries  during  the  year  are  49  in  number :  — 
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AcaBbnet, 

Alford, 

Bedford, 

Billerica, 

Bolton, 

Brimfield, 

Cheshire, 

Qdimark, 

Clarkflborg, 

Colrain, 

Daoa, 

East  Freetown, 

Farley  (in  Erving), 

Florida, 

Goshen, 

Granville, 

Groveland, 

Hancock, 


Heath, 

Hontington, 

Hjannis   (in  Barn- 
stable), 

Lakeville, 

Littleyille  (in  Ches- 
ter), 

Millers  Falls  (in  Mon- 
tague), 

Monroe  Bridge, 

Monterey, 

North  Chester, 

Oakham, 

Otis, 

Paxton, 

Pelham, 

Petersham, 

Plainfield, 


Rochester, 

Rowe, 

Russell, 

RotlancL 
Sandisfield, 
Shrewsbury, 
Somerset, 
Sooth  Yarmonth, 
Swift  River  (in  Cmn- 

mington), 
Wales, 
Washington, 
Wendell, 

West  CammingtoD, 
West  Stockbridge, 
Williamsburg, 
Windsor. 


In  addition  to  the  libraries,  the  association  ha$  24  sets  of 
pictures,  which  have  been  loaned  for  149  exhibitions  at  104 
different  places. 

The  chairman  and  secretary  made  personal  visits  to  21  of  the 
libraries  in  the  sparsely  settled  towns  of  western  Massachusetts. 
Such  visits  afford  a  stimulus  and  inspiration  to  the  small  libra^ 
ries  which  cannot  be  overestimated.  The  voluntary  service  of 
these  ladies  is  of  a  nature  which  no  material  compensation  can 
command.  It  is  gratefully  acknowledged  by  this  commission. 
Its  unselfish,  helpful  character,  and  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
it  is  conducted,  reaches  a  higher  level  than  that  of  any  paid 
official  system  of  routine  inspection  or  examination.  These 
visits  are  heartily  welcomed  and  gratefully  appreciated  by  those 
who  have  the  care  of  the  small  libraries.  If  such  visits  could 
be  more  widely  extended,  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
(Commonwealth. 

The  Library  Art  Club. 

The  Library  Art  Club,  which  is  conducted  upon  a  self-sup- 
porting basis,  now  has  a  membership  of  114  libi*aries,  83  of 
wliich  are  in  this  State.  It  has  provided  81  exhibits  during  the 
year.  The  lists  of  exhibits  are  of  great  and  varied  interest, 
comprising  choice  photograj)hs  of  ancient  and  modem  works 
of  art,  and  a  great  number  of  photogi-aphs  of  the  historic  and 
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picturesque  scenery  of  different  portions  of  the  world.  These 
exhibits  have  great  educational  value,  and  attract  much  atten- 
tion from  the  general  public. 

Catalogue  Cabds. 

A  large  and  increasing  number  of  the  libraries  now  purchase 
the  printed  catalogue  cards  provided  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, and  find  it  a  great  saving  of  expense.  A  complete  set 
of  these,  so  far  as  issued,  is  at  all  times  accessible  for  consulta- 
tion at  the  State  Library.  Full  instructions  as  to  the  price 
and  the  method  of  ordering  may  be  obtained  by  application  to 
the  Library  of  Congress.  The  last  report  of  the  librarian  of 
Congress  states  that :  ^'  The  experience  of  this  year  has  empha- 
sized that  of  last,  in  demonstrating  the  fact  that  author  and  title 
orders  constitute  a  smiple  and  effective  means  of  ordering  cards ; 
and  that  all  except  the  larger  libraries  would  do  well  to  perfect 
their  method  of  ordering  by  this  means  before  attempting  any 
other." 

Art  Library  Map. 

The  skilful  hand  of  Prof.  George  H.  Bartlett,  principal  of 
the  Normal  Art  School,  prepared  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  a  large  map  of  the  State,  containing  pen  and  ink 
drawings  of  over  250  of  our  library  buildings  in  the  towns  they 
serve.  This  map  attracted  great  attention  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  fair  at  St.  Louis,  and  will  form  a  portion  of  the 
State  exhibit  at  the  coming  Lewis  and  Clarke  Exposition.  It 
was  awarded  the  grand  prize  at  St.  Louis.  A  reduced  copy  of 
the  map  forms  a  portion  of  this  report. 

Local  Library  Clubs. 

The  admirable  work  of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club  has 
been  supplemented  by  the  establishment  in  recent  years  of  the 
Bay  Path,  Western  Massachusetts  and  Cape  Cod  library  clubs, 
all  of  which  have  been  most  helpful.  Experience  seems  to 
demonstrate  that  the  local  club  can  be  of  the  greatest  aid  to  the 
small  library.  The  time  and  interests  of  the  larger  clul)  are 
necessarily  largely  devoted  to  the  problems  and  work  of  the 
larger  libraries,  many  or  most  of  which  can  afford  professional 
or  semi-professional  librarians.     The  unpaid  librarians  of  the 
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smaller  libraries  are  unable  to  attend  the  meetings,  by  reason 
of  the  expense  of  travel,  and  the  minor  questions  which  arise 
in  their  experience  are  seldom  discussed.  The  local  club,  near 
at  home,  less  formal  and  of  a  more  sympathetic  local  interest, 
can  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  library  which  most  needs  simple 
aid.  Kat  least  a  half  dozen  more  local  clubs  could  be  organized 
in  the  State,  at  points  accessible  with  the  least  expense  to  the 
greatest  number  of  librarians  of  small  libraries,  they  would 
prove  of  great  value. 

Conclusion. 

This  commission  has  been  in  existence  a  decade  and  a  half. 
Its  work  began  under  favoring  conditions.  It  has  been  carried 
on  quietly,  and  every  town  now  has  its  free  public  library.  To 
distribute  the  treasures  of  the  librar}^  in  the  simplest  and  most 
effective  manner,  and  to  maintain  the  purity  of  the  sources  of 
supply,  are  and  will  be  ever-present  problems.  To  create  and 
stimulate  in  the  minds  of  the  young  a  desire  for  good  read- 
ing, and  to  satisfy  that  desire  on  the  lines  of  least  resistance 
as  to  time,  distance  and  expense,  covers  the  whole  ground  of 
economic  and  eflBcient  library  administration.  Formality  and 
mechanical  methods  should  be  discouraged;  familiarity  and 
simplicity  encouraged.  It  is  the  ever-living,  ever-present  per- 
sonality that  creates  and  maintains. 

C.  B.  TILLINGHAST, 
MABEL  SIMPKINS   AGASSIZ, 
SAMUEL   SWETT  GREEN, 
ELIZABETH   P.  SOHIER, 
DELORAINE   P.  COREY, 

Commissioners, 
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NAMES  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  AND  NAMES  OF 

LIBRARIANS. 


C1TII8  AND  Towns. 


Nftme  of  Library. 


Name  of  LIbrariui. 


AbiDgtoD, 

North  Abington, 
Acton,  .  •  . 
Acaahnet, 

Perry  flW^ 

Long  Piain^ 
Adams, . 
Agawam, 

Feeding  nUU^  . 

Mittineague^ 
Alford,  . 

West  Alford,     . 
Ameabury,    . 
Amberst, 

North  Anxhernt^ 
Andover, 
ArllnvtoD,     . 

Arlington  lleight»t 
Aibbarnham, 

South  Aehbumham 
Aahby, . 
Aabfield, 
Asbland, 
Aibol,    . 
Attleborougb, 
Aabum,        . 
Avon,    •       .        . 
Ayer,     . 
Barnstable.    . 

Centrevilie, 

CotuU, 

Hyannie.    . 

Marnton^e  Atille, 

Oitterville^ . 

We»t  Bamttable^ 
Barre,    . 
Beeket,  . 
Bedford. 
BelchertowD, 
Belllngham,  . 
BelmoDt, 
Berkley, 
Berlin,  . 

South  Berlin t  . 
Bemardaton, 

Huckle  I/ill,      . 

Went  Mountain ^ 
Bbtzblt, 

Beverly  Farm  ft, 
Billerlca, 

Talbot  Ifillft,  . 
Blackatone,   . 

Faift  Blacketone^ 

Jfitlville,    . 
Blandford,     . 

North  Bland  ford, 

Blair  District,  . 
Bolton,  . 
Boston, 

Brighton,  . 
Charleetotrn ,     . 
Dorchester, 
Fast  Boston, 
Jamaica  Plain, 
Rozbury,    . 
South  Boston,   . 
South  Fnd, 
West  Fnd,  . 
West  Roxbury,  . 


Abfngton  Pnblle  Library,    . 
North  Ablngton  Branch, 
Acton  Memorial  Library,     . 
Aeuahnet  Free  Pabllc  Library,   . 
Perry  Hill  Branch, 
Long  Plain  Branch, 
Adams  Free  Pnbllo  Library, 
Agawam  Pabllc  Library,     . 
Feeding  Hills  Branch,  . 
Mlttlneagne  Branch,     . 
Alford  Free  Town  Library, 
West  Alford  Branch,    . 
Ameebnry  Pnbllo  Library,  . 
Amherst  Pnbllo  Library,     . 
North  Amherst  Pabllc  Library, . 
Memorial  Hall  Library, 
Bobbins  Llbrarv,  .       .       .       . 
Arlington  Heights  Branch, . 
Ashbarnham  Pnbllo  Library, 
Bonth  Ashbnrnham  Library, 
Ashby  Town  Library, . 
Ashfleld  Library  Association,     . 
Ashland  Public  Library, 
Athol  Free  Pabllc  Library, 
Attleborougb  Public  Library,     . 
Auburn  Free  Public  Library, 
Avon  Public  Library,  . 
Ayer  Library,        .... 
Btnrgls  Library,    .... 
Centrevilie  Free  Public  Library 

Aaaoclatlon. 
Cotult  Library,      .        .        .        . 
Hyannls  Free  Public  Library,     . 
Marston's  Mills  Library,      . 
Ostervllle  Public  Library,    . 
West  Barnstable  Branch,     . 
Barre  Town  Library,   . 
Becket  Athenaoum, 
Bedford  Free  Public  Library, 
Clapp  Memorial  Library,     . 
Belllngham  Free  Public  Library, 
Belmont  Public  Library, 
Berkley  Public  Library, 
Berlin  Free  Public  Library, 
South  Berlin  Branch,   . 
Oushman  Library, 
Huckle  Hill  Branch, 
West  Mountain  Branch, 
Beverly  Pabllo  Library, 
Beverly  Farms  Branch, 
Bennett  Public  Library, 
Talbot  Library,     .... 
Blaekstone  Public  Library, . 
Bast  Blackatone  Branch, 
Millvllle  Branch,   .        .        .        . 
Blandford  Free  Public  Library, . 
North  Blandford  Branch,     . 
Blair  District  Branch,  . 
Bolton  Public  Library, 
Public   Library  of   the  City  of 

Boston. 
Brighton  Branch, .        .        .        . 
Charlestown  Branch,    . 
Dorchester  Branch, 
East  Boston  Branch,    . 
Jamaica  Plain  Branch, 
Rozbury  Branch,  .        .        .        . 
Sonth  Boston  Branch,  . 
South  End  Branch, 
West  End  Branch, 
West  Rozbury  Branch, 


Mary  Otis  Nash. 
Sara  A.  Loud. 
Arthur  F.  Davis. 
Elsie  Collins. 
Cora  B.  Fuller. 
Florence  A.  Manter. 
Lucy  C.  Richmond. 
Emma  F.  Pyne. 
B.  Newell  Smith. 

Mrs.  Rachel  E.  Ploss. 

Alice  C.  FoUansbee. 
Mary  A.  Robinson. 
Esther  L.  Hasklns. 
Ballard  Holt. 
Elizabeth  J.  Newton. 
M.  Made  Seabury. 
Lona  M.  Davis. 
Mrs.  F.  Z.Howe. 
Eliza  A.  Kendall. 
Julia  A.  WlllUms. 
Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Arnold. 
Mantle  R.  Hlnman. 
Letltla  S.  Allen. 
Josle  B.  Prouty. 
H.  Wallace  Blanchard. 
May  M.  Fletcher. 
Elizabeth  C.  Nye. 
Eunice  Hallett. 

Adeline  F.  Bearse. 
Blileda  Bradford. 
LUIle  Backua. 
Mrs.  Maurice  O.  Crocker. 

Carrie  E.  Read. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Millard. 
Fannie  A.  Wood. 
Lydla  A.  Barton. 
SaraT.  Rock  wood. 
Florence  E.  Whlteher. 
Jnlla  R  Burt. 
Alice  E.  Babeoek. 
John  Walter. 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Dills. 
Mrs.  C.  8.  Hale. 
Mrs.  F.  Putnam. 
Martha  P.  Smith. 
Lillian  A.  Culbert. 
Fannie  S.  Paige. 
LUIle  Bottomly. 
Timothy  E.  Cnrran. 
Bessie  Seott. 
Timothy  E.  Cnrran. 
Hattle  Parks  Herrick. 
Charlotte  M.  Burleigh. 
Mrs.  Albert  M.  Rlttor. 
Fidelia  C.  Newton. 
Horace  G.  Wadlin. 

Belle  S.  Hall. 
Elisabeth  F.  Cartte. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.  Reed. 
Ellen  O.  Walkley. 
Mary  P.  Swain. 
Helen  M.  Bell. 
Alice  M.  Robinson. 
Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 
Mrs.  Eliza  R.  Davis. 
Carrie  L.  Morse. 
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Names  of  Free  PiMic  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


CiTiBS  AHD  Towirs. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librariao. 


BOUVBO, 

Bozboroogh, 
Bozford, 

Wett  B<K^ord, 
Boylaton, 
Braioiree, 
Brewster, 

Brldgewater, 
Brimfleld, 
Brockton,  . 

Oampello,  . 

Montello,  . 
Brookfleld,  . 
Brooklfne,  . 
Back  land, 
BarlingtOD,  . 
Caxbbidos, 

Satt  Cambridge, 
Canton, . 
Carllale, 
Carver,  . 

North  Carver, 

South  Carver, 

Sa9t  Carver, 
Cbarlemont, . 
Charlton, 
Chatham, 
Chelmfford,  . 

North  Chelmsford, 

CmtLfliA, 
Cbeehire, 
Cheater, 
Chesterfield, . 

Weet  Cheeter/leld, 
Chiooph, 

Chieopee  Fallt, 

WiUimaneett,    . 
Chllroark, 
Clarksburg,  . 
Clinton, 
Cohasset, 
Colraln, 
Concord, 
Conway, 
CotUffe  City, 
Cnmmlngton, 
Dalton,  . 
Dana,     . 

North  Dana,     . 
Dan  vers, 
Dartmouth,   . 

South  Dartmouth, 
Dedham. 

Oakdale,    . 

Eaut  Dedham  i  . 
Deerrteld, 
Deerfleld, 

Pocumtuck   Va  I  ley 
Aewciation. 
Dennis,  . 
DIghton, 
Douglas, 
Dover,   . 
Dracut, . 
Dudley. 
Dunstable,    . 
Duzbnry, 
Bast  Brldgewater 
East  ham, 
Easthampton, 
East  Longmeadow, 
Easton,  . 


Jonathan  Bonnie  Pnblle  Library, 

Bozborongh  Free  Public  Library, 

Bozford  Public  Library. 

West  Bozford  Public  Library,    . 

BoylstOD  Public  Library,     . 

Thayer  Public  Library, 

Brewster  Ladlea*  Library  Asao- 
elatloD. 

Brldgewater  Public  Library, 

Brimlield  Public  Library,    . 

Broektoo  Public  Library,    . 

Cam  pel  lo  Branch, . 

Montello  Branch,  . 

Merrick  Public  Library. 

Public  Library  of  Brooklloe, 

Backlaod  Public  Church  Library, 

Burlington  Town  Library,  . 

Cambridge  Public  Library, . 

Baal  Cambridge  Branch, 

Canton  Public  Library, 

Oleason  Library,  . 

Carver  Public  Library, 

Korth  Carver  Branch,  . 

South  Carver  Branch,  . 

Bast  Carver  Branch,     . 

Charlemont  Free  Town  Library, 

Charlton  Free  Public  Library, 

Chatham  Public  Library,     . 

Adams  Librarv,    . 

North  Chelmsford  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 

Fits  Public  Library,     . 

Cheshire  Library  Aasoclation, 

Chester  Free  Public  Library, 

Chesterfield  Free  Public  Library, 

West  Chesterfield  Branch,  . 

Chieopee  City  Librarv, 

Chieopee  Falls  Branen, 

Willlmansett  Branch,    . 

Chllmark  Free  Public  Library, 

Clarksburg  Public  Library, 

Blgelow  Free  Public  Library, 

Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library, 

Colraln  Free  Library,   . 

Concord  Free  Public  Library, 

Conway  Public  Library, 

Cottage  City  Free  Public  Library, 

Bryant  Free  Library,    . 

Dalton  Free  Public  Library, 

Dana  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Dana  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Peabody  Institute  Library,  . 

Dartmouth  Free  Public  Library, 

South  worth  Library,    . 

Dedham  Public  Library, 

Oakdale  Branch,   . 

Bast  Dedham  Branch,  . 

South  Deerfleld  Town  Library, 

Dickinson  Library, 

Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  As- 
sociation Library. 

Jacob  Sears  Memorial  Library, 

Dlgbton  Free  Public  Library, 

Simon  Fairfield  Public  Library, 

Dover  Town  Library,  . 

Dracut  Public  Library, 

Dudley  Free  Public  Library, 

Dunstable  Free  Public  Library, 

Duxbury  Free  Library, 

Bast  Bridirewater  Public  Library, 

Eastham  Public  Library, 

Public  Library  AMOcintton, 

B.  Lonirmeadow  Public  LiL>rary, 

Amea  Free  Library, 


Bdlth  F.  NlekerBon. 
Mra.  H.  L.  Priaat. 
Oratultoua  aeiwleca  of 
Katharine  O.  Parley. 
George  L.  Wright. 
AbUeM.  Arnold. 
Bmlly  Rowe. 


Lada  L.  Chrtatfaui. 

M.  Anna  Tarbell. 

Walter  Kendall  Bhaw. 

Mra.  Baaan  A.  Bampaon. 

Mrs.  Addle  Howard. 

Bliza  R.  Hobba. 

Loulaa  M.  Hooper. 

Charlea  W.  Trow. 

Florence  I.  Foater. 

Clarence  Walter  Ayer. 

Mary  Curtis. 

Mrs.  Lucy  D.  Downea. 

Mary  A.  Green. 

Mra.  Bemice  B.  Barrows. 

Rev.  O.  F.  Stetaon. 

School  teaohera. 

School  teachera. 

Jallet  B.  Smith. 

Mra.  Hattle  L.  Carpenter. 

Mra.  Florence  Howee  Bond. 

Charlea  H.  Greenleaf. 

Bmom  J.  Gay. 

Medora  Jennett  Simpeon. 

Emma  B.  Martin. 

Grace  M.  Alvord. 

Mrs.  Hugh  B.  Gray. 

Mra.  Gilbert  B.Healy. 

Anne  A.  Smith. 

Emma  B  Gorton. 

Grace  E.  Smith. 

Mra.  Florence  B.  May  hew. 

Robert  S.  McKay. 

Charlotte  L.  Greene. 

Sarah  B.  Collier. 

Mrs.  Katharine  Holton  Crana. 

Helen  Whitney  KeUey. 

Grace  Pease. 

Ethel  L.  Barney. 

Lorenzo  H.  Tower. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Davison. 

Mrs.  BuBiin  E  Stevena. 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Slate. 

Mrs.  Kmilie  D.  Patch. 

Mary  A.  Tucker. 

Henry  M.  Walker. 

Frances  M.  Mann. 

David  C.  Valentine. 

Joseph  Meehan. 

M.  A.  Pierce. 

Robert  Pelton  Sibley. 

M.  Elizabeth  Btebblna. 

Mrs.  Nathan  Seara. 
Dwlght  F.  Lane. 
Alice  B.  Luther. 
Alma  M.  Chlckering. 
Amy  H.  Goodhue. 
Carrie  E.  Easterbrook. 
Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Swallow. 
Sara  B.  Higitlns. 
Lucy  L.  Siddall. 
Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Clark. 
Dorcas  Chapln  Miller. 
Mary  R.  Mcintosh. 
Mary  L.  Lamprey. 
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Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  lAbrarians -^  Con, 


CrriBs  AMD  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


EdgartowD,  . 

SgremoDt,     . 
Jforth  Egremontt 
West  JPgremont, 

Enfield, . 

ErviDg,  . 
miUr*8  Falls, 

Essex,    . 

Etbrktt,      . 

OlendaU,  . 
Fairbaven,  . 
Fall  Riybr, 
Falmoutb,     . 

West  Falmouth 

Woods  Hole, 

FlTCHBUBO,  . 

Florida, 
Fox  boron  gb, 
Framlngham, 
Franklin, 
Freetown,     . 
East  Freetown, 

Oardoer, 
Gay  Head,    . 
Georgetown, 
OUl.       . 

Riverside,  . 
Q1.OUOS8TSB, 

Gloucester, 

Magnolia, . 
Oosben, 
GosDold, 
Grafton, 
Granby, 
Granville, 

Oranffille  Centre, 

West  OranvilU, 
Great  Harrington, 
Greenfield,    . 

Oreei\field, 
Greenwich,  . 
Groton, . 
Groveland,    . 

South  Oroveland, 
Hadley, . 

North  Hadley, 
Halifax, 
Hamilton, 
Hampden, 
Hancock, 

North  Hancock, 
Hanover, 
Hanson,  South, 
Hanson,  North, 
Hardwlck,     . 
Hardwick,     . 

Oilbertville, 

Harvard, 
Harwlcb, 
Hatfield, 
Havbrhill,  . 

Washington  Street, 
Ager's  Village, 
Rocks  Valley, 
Bradford, 

Haw  ley, 

West  Haioley, 

Heatb,    . 

Hlngbara, 
Nantasket, 


Edgartown  Free  Pnbllo  Library, 
Egremont  Free  Library, 
North  Egremont  Branch,     . 
West  Effremont  Branch, 
Enfield  Llbrarv  Association, 
Erving  Town  Library, . 
ErvlngTown  Library, . 
T.  O.  H.  P.  Burnham  Public  LL 

brary. 
Frederick  E.  Parlln  Memorial  Ll> 

brary. 
Shnte  Memorial  Library,     . 
The  Mlllloent  Library, 
Fall  River  Pnbllc  Library,  ; 
Falmouth  Free  Pablic  Library,  . 
West  Falmouth  Library, 
Woods  Hole  Library,  . 
Fltehburg  Public  Library,   . 
Florida  Free  Library,  . 
Boyden  Library,  .       .        .       . 
Framingham  Town  Library, 
Franklin  Library  Association,    . 
Guilford  H.  Hathaway  Library, 
East   Freetown  Circulating   Ll- 
brarv. 
Levi  Hey  wood  Memorial  Library, 
Gay  Head  Public  Llbrarv,  . 
Georgetown  Peabody  Library, 
Gill  Free  Pnbllo  Library,    . 
Gill  Free  Public  Library,     . 
Sawyer  Free  Library,  . 
Free  City  Library, 
Magnolia  Library, 
Goshen  Free  Public  Library, 
Gosnold  Free  Public  Library, 
Grafton  Public  Llbrarv* 
Granby  Free  Public  Library, 
Granville  Free  Public  Libraiy, 
Granville  Centre  Branch,     . 
West  Granville  Branch, 
Great  Barrington  Free  Library, 
Greenfield  Public  Library,  . 
Greenfield  Library  Association, 
Greenwich  Public  Library, . 
Groton  Public  Library, 
Groveland  Public  Library,  . 
Hale  Library, 
Hadley  Free  Library,   . 
North  Hadley  Branch, . 
Holmes  Public  Library, 
Hamilton  Public  Library.    . 
Hampden  Free  Pnbllc  Library, 
Hancock  Public  Library,     . 
Norih  Hancock  Branch, 
John  Curtis  Free  Library,   . 
Wampatuck  Library,    . 
Hanson  Free  Public  Library, 
BLardwick  Free  Town  Library, 
E.  R.  Paige  Library,     . 
George  H.  Gilbert  Manufactur 

Ing  Company's  Library. 
Harvard  Public  Library, 
Broadbrooks  Free  Library, 
Hatfield  Public  Library, 
Haverhill  Public  Library,    . 
Washington  Street  Branch, 
Ayer's  Village  Branch, 
Rocks  Valley  Branch,  . 
Bradford  Branch,  . 
Hawley  Free  Public  Library, 
Hawley  Free  Public  Library, 
Heath  Free  Public  Library, 
Hlngham  Public  Library,    . 
Nantasket  Pnblio  Library,  . 


Eunice  O.  lUpley. 
Margaret  O'Nell. 
Rev.  W.  W.  Gushee. 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Smith. 
Ada  L.  Harwood.^ 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Walknp. 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Butman. 
Jennie  H.- Woodman. 

Ellen  L.  Johnson. 

Mrs.  E.  Leona  Lydiard. 
Drew  B.  Hall. 
William  R.  Ballard. 
Clara  L.  Davis. 
Albert  8.  Bowerman. 
Joseph  Walsh. 
George  E.  Nutting. 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Whitcomb. 
Mary  D.  Torrey. 
Emma  L.  Clarke. 
Mrs.  Ella  G.  Campbell. 
M.  Florence  Dean. 
E.  W.  Lawrence. 

Mary  Reynolds  Clarke. 
Harry  G.  Reed. 
SaraT.  Noyes. 
Mrs.  William  Franklin. 
Frank  D.  Jones. 
Rachel  8.  Webber. 
Annie  G.  O'Neill. 
Elizabeth  T.  Thornton. 
Winnie  A.  Dresser. 
Mrs.  Beriha  L.  Stetson. 
Mabel  L.  Howe. 
Cora  H.  Kellogg. 
Mabel  H.  Root. 
Mrs.  L.  0.  Graves. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Treat. 
Emma  W.  Sheldon. 
May  Ashley. 
Almeda  B.  Robblns. 
Helen  I.  Nevlns. 
Emma  F.  Blood. 
Louise  F.  Cammett. 
Edward  L.  Sides. 
George  C.  Marsh. 
O.  Vf.  Prouty. 
James  T.  Thomas. 
Mrs.  Grace  0.  Stone. 
Mrs.  John  Q.  Adams. 
Daniel  Bhepardson. 
Mrs.  George  W.  Yeager. 
Alice  L.  Bailey. 
Mrs.  Abby  F.  Phillips. 
Mary  J.  Drew. 
Hannah  R.  Spooner. 
Hannah  R.  Spooner. 
Alfred  H.  Richardson. 

Mrs.  Estelle  E.  Clark. 
Lulu  B.  Tobey. 
John  H.  Sanderson. 
John  Grant  Moulton. 
Jessie  S.  Glle. 
Edwin  M.Haseltine.     . 
Emma  £.  Thompson. 
Kate  E.  Johnson. 
Mrs.  Florence  8.  Bissell. 
Mrs.  Delia  Vincent. 
Henry  Kirk  Smith. 
Hawkes  Fearing. 
Mary  W.  Clark. 
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NafMS  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  oflAbrariana  —  Con. 


Cinss  AMD  Towirs. 


Name  of  Llbrmry. 


Name  of  LIbnurlaii. 


Hiiwdato,      . 

Holbrook, 
Hoklen, 
Hollaod, 
Holliaton,      . 

HOLTOKS,       . 

Hopedale, 
Hopklntoo,  . 
Hnbbardatoo, 
HodaoD, 
Hall,      . 
HaoliogtOD,  . 
Hyde  Park,  . 
BeadvilU,  , 
Ipewlch, 
Kingston, 

Lakerille,     . 
Lancaster,     . 
Lanee  borough, 
Lawbbhck,  . 
South  Lawrence, 

Leieeeter, 

Oreenville, 
Lenox,  . 
Laominater,  . 
Leverett, 

yarth  Leverett, 

Lexington,    . 

Xa»t  Lexington 
Leyden, 
Lincoln,        . 
Littleton, 
Longmeadow, 

LOWVLL, 

Ladlow, 
Lunenburg,  . 
Ltmk,    . 
Lynnfleld,     . 
Maldbm, 
MaDcheater,  . 
Manafleld, 
Marblehead,  . 
Marlon, . 
Marlborough, 
Marahfleld,    . 

Mari/\/ield  UUIm 
Maabpee, 
Matiapolaett, 
Maynard, 
Medfleld, 

MXDFORO,     . 

Med  way,  Weet, 

Medvoay  ViUag^ 
Mblrosb,     . 
Mendon, 
Merrlmao, 
Methuen, 
Mlddleborougb, 
Mlddlefleld,  . 
Mlddleton,    . 
MUford, 
MUlbury,      . 
Millli,    . 
MUton,  . 

Eatt  Milton, 

Mattapan, 

Ru89ell, 

Milton  Village, 
Monroe, 
Monaon, 


Hlnadale  Public  Library  Aaeo- 

elatlon. 
Holbrook  Public  Library,    . 
Qale  Free  Library, 
Holland  Public  Library, 
HoUlaton  Public  Library,     . 
Holyoke  Public  Library, 
Bancroft  Memorial  Library, 
Hopklnton  Public  Library,  . 
Hubbardaton  Public  Library, 
HudaoD  Public  Library, 
Hull  School  Library,    . 
Huntington  Free  Public  Library 
Hyde  Park  Public  Library, 
Readvllle  Branch, ... 
Ipawlch  Free  Public  Library, 
Frederic  C.  Adama  Public   Li 

brary. 
Lakeville  Free  Public  Library, 
Lancaater  Town  Library,     . 
Laneaborough  Town  Library, 
Lawrence  Free  Public  Library, 
South  Lawrence  Branch, 
Lee  Public  Library, 
Lelceater  Public  Library,     . 
Copeland  Memorial  Library, 
Lenox  Library, 
Leominster  Public  Library, 
Leverett  Free  Public  Library, 
North  leverett  Free  Public  LI 

branr. 
Cary  Library, 
Eaat  Lexington  Branch, 
Leyden  Free  Public  Library, 
Lincoln  Public  Library, 
Reuben  Hoar  Library, . 
Longmeadow  Town  Library, 
CHty  Library  of  Lowell, 
Hubbard  Memorial  Library, 
Lunenburg  Public  Library, 
Lynn  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Lynnfleld  Public  Library,    . 
Maiden  Public  Library, 
Manchester  Public  Library, 
Mansfield  Public  Library,    . 
Abbot  Public  Library,. 
Marion  Public  Library, 
Marlborough  Public  Library, 
VentresB  Free  Public  Library, 
Ciift  Kogera  Free  Public  Library 
Maabpee  Public  Library,     . 
Matiapolaett  Free  Public  Library 
Maynard  Public  Library,     . 
Medfleld  Public  Library,      . 
Medford  Public  Library, 
Medway  Free  Public  Library, 
Dean  Library, 
Melrose  Public  Library, 
Taft  Public  Library,     . 
Merrimac  Public  Library,    . 
Nevina  Memorial  Library,   . 
MiddleborouKh  Public  Library, 
Mlddlefleld  Public  Library, 
Flint  Public  Library,    . 
MUford  Town  Library, 
Mlllbury  Town  Library, 
Mlllla  Free  Public  Library, . 
Milton  Public  Library, 
Kaat  Milton  Reading  Room, 
Mattapan  Reading  Room,     . 
Ruaaell  Reading  Room, 
Milton  Village  Reading  Room, 
Monroe  Free  Public  Library, 
Monaon  Free  Library  and  Read 

Ing  Boom  Aaaociatlon. 


Jamea  Hoaoier. 

2«enaa  A.  Fnmeh. 

Mr*.  Addle  M.  Holden. 

Mra.  Bertha  L.  HowleO. 

Joeephlne  B.  Roekwood. 

Frank  Qrenell  WUIoox. 

Harriet  B.  Somborgw. 

Sadie  B.  Stewart. 

Lney  H.  Qrlmea. 

Mra.  Grace  M.  Whlttemoie. 

The  Three  Tmsteee. 

Mra.  Adeline  B.  Maneoo. 

Bllzabeth  Ainaworth. 

Henry  M.  Deui,  Jr. 

LydU  A.  Caldwell. 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  McLaathleB. 

Frank  York  Hall. 
VlrglnU  M.  Keyee. 
Beaale  B.  Cnmmlnge. 
WUllam  A.  Walah. 
Bthel  P.  Sonthwiek. 
Mary  Stallman. 
Mary  Whittemore  Warren. 
Mra.  M.  C.  Wheeloek. 
Anna  Loniae  White. 
Florence  Bthel  Wheeler. 
Mra.  Blale  R.  Amee. 
Bdlth  E.  Flak. 

Marian  P.  Klrkland. 
Bmma  O.  Nichola. 
Mra.  M.  S.  Whltoomb. 
Lydia  J.Chapln. 
Sarah  F.  White. 
Mra.  Kate  8.  Oatea. 
Frederick  A.  Chaae. 
Mary  Adama  Blrnle. 
L .  Frances  Jonee. 
Harriet  Louiae  Matthewa. 
Bllzabeth  W  Qreen. 
Lizzie  A.  WiUiama. 
Delucena  L  Bingham. 
Ida  F  Hodgea. 
Mary  Gerry  Brown. 
Mary  B  Allen. 
BarahB.  Ooiting. 
Joshua  T.  Baker. 
L.  S.  Rlcharda. 
Clara  N.  Culllna. 
Clara  F.  Sherman. 
Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Nyman. 
Lucretia  M.  Johnson. 
Mary  B  Sargent. 
Mrs.  Anna  Falea. 
BerihaB.  Newell. 
Carrie  M.  Worthen. 
Annie  B.  Kinaley. 
Louise  C.  Brackett. 
Harriet  L.  Croaby. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  K.  Thatcher. 
Metcalf  J.  Smith. 
Samuel  A.  Fletcher. 
Nathaniel  F.  Blake. 
Carolyn  C.  Waters. 
Mra.  Annie  Macdonoagh. 
Gertrude  B.  Forreat. 
Josephine  M.  Babcock. 
Bmma  K.  Chapman. 
Jennie  W.  Kennedy. 
Calra  D.  Hawkee. 
Mra.  W.  L.  Allen. 
Nellie  F.  Squier. 


1905.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44. 


83 


Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians —  Con. 


CiTIBS  AND  TOWNB. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Montague,  . 

Turner's  FalU, 

Monterey, 
Montgomery, 
Mount  Washington, 

Nahant, 
Nantucket,    . 
Natick,  . 

South  Natick^ 
Needham, 
New  Ashford, 
New  BsDi^BD, 

New  Bralntree, 
Nbwburtpobt, 
New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem,  . 

Nbwton, 
Auburndale, 
Neioton  Centre^ 
Newton  Upper  Falls, 
West  Newton,    . 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams,  . 
BtacJdnton, 
Braytonville,    . 
East  Mountain, 
Houghtonville,  . 

North  Andover,    . 

North  Attleborough,   . 

North  Brookfield, 


North  Reading, 
Northampton, 
Northampton, 

Florence t   . 
North  borough, 
Northbridge, 
Northfleld,    . 
Norton, . 
Norwell, 
Norwood, 
Oakham, 
Orange, . 

North  Orange, 
Orleani, 
Otia,       . 
Oxford, . 

North  Oxford, 
Palmer, . 

Bondsville, 

Thomdike, 

Three  Rivers, 
Paxton, . 
Peabody, 
Peabody, 

Pelham, 
Pembroke,     . 
Bryantville, 
Pepperell,     . 
Peru, 

Petersham,    . 
Phllltpsion,  . 

PlTTBFIBLD, . 

Platnfield,     . 

Plymouth,     . 
North  Plymouth 

Plympton,     . 

Presoott, 
East  District, 
Hill  District, 


Montague  Public  Library,   . 
Montague   Public   Library, 

Tnrner'a  Falls  Branch. 
Monterey  Free  Library, 
Montgomery  Free  Public  Llbrai^, 
Mount  Washington  Free  Public 

Library. 
Nahant  Public  Library,       .       • 
Nantucket  Athenseum^         .       . 
Morse  Institute  Library, 
Bacon  Free  Library,     . 
Needham  Free  Public  Library,  . 
New  Ashford  Public  Library,    . 
Free  Public  Library  of  the  Oity 

of  New  Bedford. 
New  Bralntree  Public  Library, 
Newburyport  Public  Library, 
New    M!arlborough    Public    Li 

brary. 
New  Salem  Public  Library, 
Newton  Free  Library, . 
Auburndale  Branch,     . 
Newton  Centre  Branch, 
Newton  Upper  Falls  Branch, 
West  Newton  Branch, . 
Norfolk  Public  Library, 
North  Adams  Public  Library, 
Oscar  A.  Archer  Branch,     . 
Braytonville  Branch,     . 
Bast  Mountain  Branch, 
Houghtonvllle  Branch, 
North  Andover  Public  Library, 
Richards  Memorial  Library, 
North  Brookfleld  Free  Public  Li 

brary  and  Reading  Room. 
Flint  Library, 

Northampton  Public  Library, 
Forbes  Library,     ... 
Lilly  Free  Library, 
Northborough  Free  Library, 
Whltinsville  Social  Library, 
Dickinson  Memorial  Library, 
Norton  Public  Library, 
James  Public  Library, 
Morrill  Memorial  Library,  . 
Oakham  Free  Public  Library, 
Orange  Free  Public  Library, 
North  Orange  Branch, . 
Snow  Library, 
Otis  Free  Public  Library,    . 
Oxford  Free  Public  Library, 
North  Oxford  Branch, . 
Young  Men's  Library  Association, 
Bondsville  Branch, 
Thorndike  Branch, 
Three  Rivers  Branch,  . 
Paxton  Free  Public  Library, 
Peabody  Institute  Library, . 
Eben  Dale  Sutton  Reference  Li 

brary. 
Pelham  Free  Public  Library, 
Pembroke  Free  Library, 
Cobb  Memorial  Library, 
Lawrence  Library, 
Free  Public  Library  of  Peru, 
Petersham  Memorial  Library, 
Phillips  Free  Public  Library, 
Berkshire  Athenasum,  . 
Plalnfield  Public  Library,    . 
Plymouth  Public  Library,    . 
Loring  Reading  Room, 
Plympton  Free  Public  Library, 
Prescott  Free  Public  Library, 
Eaat  Branch, .... 
Hill  Branch 


Kate  A.  Armstrong. 
Norman  P.  FarwelT. 

Delia  A.  Tryon. 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Allyn. 
Ony  N.  Patterson. 

May  W.  Perkins. 
Sarah  F.  Barnard. 
Mlra  R.  Partridga. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  Williama. 
Mrs.  Riella  J.  Dunn. 
George  H.  Halfacre. 
Qeorge  H.  Tripp. 

Carrie  F.  Bnsh.    . 

John  D.  Paraona. 

Mrs.  Lura  A.  Doneaater. 

Winifred  Cogswell. 
Blixabeth  P.  Thuraton. 
Annie  B  Bunker. 
Julia  C.  Henshaw. 
Mary  B.  Barnard. 
Helen  Wheeler. 
Walter  L.  Sykea. 
Mabel  Temple. 
Oscar  A.  Archer. 
Helen  Brown. 
Mary  Hari. 
Sadie  Henderson. 
Hannah  J.  Quealy. 
Leda  J .  Thompson. 
Nellie  L.  Smith. 

Addie  W.  Oowing. 
Sara  D.  Kellogg. 
William  Parker  Cutter. 
Mary  A.  Fuller. 
M.  Evelyn  Potter. 
Mrs.  William  H.  Fuller. 
Mra.  F.  J.  Siockbridge. 
Emily  A.  Titus. 
Joseph  F.  MerriU. 
Jane  A.  Hewett. 
Frank  E.  Davis. 
Grace  H.  Dawley. 
Mrs.  Sara  B.Rich. 
Hiram  Myers. 
Mrs.  Olive  J.Daviaon. 
Mrs.  Clara  A.  Fuller. 
Nellie  M  Tolman. 
Harold  M.  Dean.  ■ 


Anna  E.  Woodruff. 
Lyman  P.  Osbom« 
Augusta  F.  Daniels. 

Mary  A.  Keith. 
Ellen  F.  Cox. 
Mra.  Julia  Morton. 
Mra.  M.  Fannie  ShaUuck. 
Mattie  Hathaway. 
Fanny  Gordon  Prince. 
Mrs.  Tina  H.Chaffln. 
Harian  H  Ballard. 
Anna  M.  King. 
Nellie  Thomas. 
Sara  C.  Van  de  Carr. 
John  Sherman. 
Henry  L.  Berry. 
M  Flora  Brown. 
Helen  Dlckinaon. 
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Names  of  Free  PMic  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


Cities  aiCd  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Llbrariao. 


Tmro,   . 

North  Truro  t 

South  Truro, 
Tyngsbo  rough, 
TyriDgham,  . 
Upton,   . 
Uzbrldge, 
Wakefield,    . 
Wales,  . 
Walpole, 
Waltham,    . 
Ware,    . 

Wareham,     . 
Warren, 
Warwick,      . 
Watertown,  . 
Wavland, 
Webster, 
Wellesley,     . 
Wellfleet,      . 
Wendell, 

Farley, 
Wenham, 

Ba»t  Wenfianit 

Wenham  Xeck, 

West  Wenham, 
Westborougb, 
West  Bovlston, 
West  Bridgewater, 

West  Brookfield, 
Westfleld,     . 
Mundale,  . 
Westford,      . 
WestbamptOD, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 
Firtt  ParUh, 

Westport, 

Head  of  Westport, 
Westport  Point, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

West  Tlsbury, 

Weston, 
Westwood,    . 
Weymoutb,  . 

South  WeymoiUh, 
Wbately, 
Whitman, 
Wllbrabaro,  . 
Williamsburg,      . 

Haydenville,     , 
WilliamstowD, 

South  Wiliiamatown, 

Wilmington, 
Winchendon, 
Winchester,  . 
Windsor, 
Winthrop,     . 

WOBURN, 
WORCXBTER, 

Worthlngton, 

Wrentham,   . 

Yarmouth,    . 
South  y'armoiUh, 
West  Yarmouth, 


Tmro  Town  Library,  . 

North  Truro  Branch,    . 

Booth  Tmro  Branch,    . 

Tyngsborough  Pablic  Library,  . 

Tyrlngham  Free  Public  Library, 

Upton  Town  Library,  . 

Uzbridge  Free  Public  Library,   . 

Beebe  Town  Library,  . 

Wales  Public  Library, . 

Walpole  Public  Library,    .. 

Waltham  Public  Library,    . 

Toung  Men's  Library  Associa- 
tion. 

Wareham  Free  Library, 

Warren  Public  Library, 

Warwick  Free  Library, 

Free  Public  Library,     . 

Wavland  Town  Library, 

Webster  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Wellesley  Free  Library, 

Free  Public  Library  of  Wellfleet, 

Wendell  Free  Library, 

Farley  Branch.      .        .        .       . 

Wenham  Public  Library,     . 

Bast  Wenham  Branch, 

Wenham  Neck  Branch, 

West  Wenham  Branch, 

Westborougb  Public  Library,     . 

Weat  Boylston  Public  Library,   . 

West  Bridgewater  Public  LL 
brary. 

Merrlam  Public  Library, 

Westfleld  AthensBum,  . 

Mundale  Branch,  .... 

J.  V.  Fletcher  Library, 

Reunion  Library  of  Westhump- 
ton. 

Forbush  Memorial  Library, 

West  Newbury  Public  Library,. 

First  Parl»h  Branch,     . 

Westport  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Westport  Public  Library,    . 

Westport  Point  Llbrsry, 

West  Springfield  Public  Library, 

Wast  Stockbridge  Free  Library, . 

Wsst  Tisbury  Free  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Weston  Public  Library, 

Westwood  Public  Library, . 

The  Tufu  Library, 

Fogg  Memorial  Library, 

Whately  Public  Library,      . 

Whitman  Public  Library,    . 

Free  Public  Library.     . 

Meekios  Memorial  Library, 

Haydenville  Preo  Library,  . 

Williamstown  Public  Library,    . 

South  Williamstown  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Wilmington  Public  Library, 

Winchendon  Public  Library, 

Winchester  Public  Library, 

Windsor  Free  Public  Library,    . 

Winthrop  Public  Library,    . 

Woburn  Public  Library, 

Free  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  Worcester. 

Worthlngton  Free  Library, 

Wrentham  Public  Library,  . 

Yarmouth  Library  Association, . 

Free  Social  Library, 

West  Yarmouth  Library,     . 


Mra.  Lanrena  A.  Ryder. 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Small. 

A.  B.  Oobb. 

Bllen  Lydla  Perham. 
Ninon  L.  Fuller. 
Mrs.  Laara  C.  Sadler. 
Beatrice  Putnam. 
Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Shapard. 
L.  H.  Thompson. 
Ida  J.  Phelps. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.Bill. 
Harriet  B.  Hay  den. 

Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Harlow. 
Joseph  O.  Hastings. 
Olara  A.  Jones. 
Solon  F.  Whitney. 
Margaret  B.  Wheeler. 
Mrs.  PhoBbe  E.  Kingsbury. 
Julia  F.  Jennings. 
Mrs.  Kate  B.  Brown. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  White. 
Mildred  0.  Russell. 
Benjamin  H.  Conant. 
H.  Adeline  Wllklns. 
Addison  Williams. 
Qeorge  V.  Bowden. 
Martha  J.  Bastman. 
Kdna  O.  Baldwin. 
Mary  L.  Perkins. 

Florence  A.  Johnson. 
Herbert  W.  Denlo. 
Rev.  Wilbur  Hale. 
Mary  P.  Bunco. 
Qeorge  B.  Knight. 

Sadie  F.  Greene. 
Caroline  Carr. 
Mrs.  Isabel  A.<Kennett. 
Annie  R.  Howland. 

B.  W.  Burt,  M.D. 
Mary  O.  Corey. 
Daniel  O.  White. 
Frances  J.  Bd wards. 
Cyras  Manter. 

Maude  M.  Pennook. 
Annie  L.  Richardson. 
Caroline  A.  Blanchard. 
Ruth  N.  Tower. 
Blla  L.  Blder. 
KllenaS  Spilsted. 
Minnie  M.  Morgan. 
Ada  M.  Chandler. 
Charles  A.  Phillips. 
Lucy  F.  Curtis. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Torrey  Sanford. 

Anna  T.Sheldon. 
Mrs.  Sylvia  M.  Manser. 
Cora  A.  Qulmby. 
Avatha  Blcknell. 
Bessie  F.  Cordes. 
William  R.  Catter. 
Samuel  S.  Oreen. 

Katharine  M.  Rice. 

Mary  A.  Smith. 

Mrs.  Lydla  C.  Matthews. 

T.  F.  Baker. 

Mrs.  Maria  Taylor. 


Appendix  II. 


A   EOLL    OF    HOITOIl. 


List  of  GI^^ERs  of  Free  Public  Library 
Buildings  in  Massachusetts. 


GIVERS   OF    FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY   BUILDINGS    IN 

MASSACHUSEHS. 


Acton,  . 

AME6BURT,    . 

Amherst,  North 
Amdoyer,     . 
Arlington,  . 

ashburkham, 
Ash  BY,  . 
Ashland,     . 
Athol,  .       . 
•  Ater,    . 
Barnstable, 
Barrb,  . 
Becket, 
Belchertown, 

BlLMONt, 

Bbrnardston, 

BiLLERICA,     • 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 
Bourne, 

BOTLeTON,      . 

Braintree,  . 
brim7ield,  . 

Brookfield, 

Cambridge,  . 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Charlemont, 

Chatham,     • 

Chelmsford, 

Chblbea, 

Clinton, 

cohasset,    . 

Concord, 

CONWAT,  • 


Gift  of  Hod.  WlUlam  A.  Wild«  of  Maiden. 

Beqaest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard. aod  oibors. 

Mainly  th«  gift  of  eltlzens. 

Gift  of  eltlzens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  husband. 
Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Bdwln  Chapman  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Btargis  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 
Bequest  of  John  Francis  Glapp. 
Gift  of  Henry  O.  Underwood. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushman. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  8.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memorial  of 

her  son,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 
Gift  of  Annie  ElUa  Whitney  of  Lanoaster« 
Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  the 

Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 
Gift  of  Miss  S4pme  B.  White  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  DMlher,  Mrs.  Harriet  Sawyer  White. 
Gift  of  Gen.  Sylvanos  Thayer. 
Gift  of  James  Danielson  Lincoln,  as  a  memorial  of  his  mother 

and  his  wife. 
Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Rlndge  of  Los  Angeles. 
Gift  of  Augustus  Hemenway. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbury. 
Gift  of  B.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  dtlxens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge. 
Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Eustace  C.  Fits. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Memorial  of  Paul  Pratt. 
Gift  of  William  Munroe. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

parents. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBKABIES. 


Dixraourm,  South, 
Dbbbtiilii,  . 

DuzmcBT,     . 
East  Bmdsivatik, 


UOLLIITOH,    . 


Ollt  of  Vllllun  CnOan  BT7UI. 
out  of 

Oirt  at  ot  BprlDBdald. 

fiwglHM  ot  Un.  Eallwr  DIokliwon. 

B*qa«M  of  Juob  Sean. 

am  ot  Jamea  U.  FUrflald  ot  BMUn, 

■ad  molbar,  Slmoo  and  Plioba  Chorohlll  F^rflaU. 
ji^  W.  Wri(bl,  aa  a  BBamorlml  of  bar  moo,  OtUfi 

Qltl  ol  of  WoUaalay. 

aitto(  SofOat,. 

Qlh  at  ffi 

Qltt  of  Hod.  OHnr  Aaw  ud  Un.  Bauah  L.  Anna. 

r!£!?  otBoatoa. 

QItt  ot  Alban  11.  FarllB,  aa  a  manoiial  of  hla  aoa. 


9 


OltlofUn.  K,  Flon 


Abbia  P.  Oogan,  aa  a  maaorial  ol  iMi 

Pallaca. 

Ibd.  Jooapb  Q.  Ray,  aa  K  mauorUl  ol  tkli 

ca  Halhaway  Crow«U,  u  ■  mamoriil  of  ka 


Olttoteblld 

raoo 

LavlB 

ywood. 

Oirt  ot  Geo 

ge  Paabody. 

Ollt  ot  Sam 

oelE 

Bawjar 

CIttot 

andotli 

an. 

Parti). 

frSiflCf  A. 

L.  Blblar 

Glflol 

Zfl 

UaiBLj  the 

aNVtow 

n. 

B«,u«lof 

Old  o(  Iloo 

JS^Otbe 

rttlMna, 

OIRotBOD 

Albe 

n  FearlDf . 

Olli  of  Olllz 

Old  ot  Hop 

Sam 

■ICO 

leotUlD 

eapolU. 

Old  ot  And 

8WC 

tnejle. 

Old  of  dill. 

n.. 

Old  of  Joi 

eph    B.   Bnae 

od,  aa  a 

Sylvia  Th 

»!■>( 

Saacror 

UalDl;  the  (Ifi  of  Kaibaolel  Thayar  and  bla  mb*. 
OItt  of  ICra.  N.  O.  WbLte  and  Ulu  B.  A.  Whlla. 
Oltlot  Loiy  a.  WaiiOD,  Dr.  ninr  Earla,  DavlJ  B.M 
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Lbmoz,  . 
Lbxinoton,  . 
Lincoln, 

LiTTLSTON,    . 

Ludlow, 
Lynn,  . 
Maldkn, 

Manchester, 
Mansfield,  . 
Marblshead, 
Mabion, 
Marlborough, 

MABSHriELD, 

Mattapoisbtt, 

MBDrORD,       . 

Melrose, 
Mbthubn,     . 

MiDDLEBOROUOH, 
MiDDLETON, . 
MONSON, 

Natick, 

SoiUh  Natick, 
Needham,     . 
Nbwburtpobt, 
Newton, 
North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

Northampton, 

Flarencet 
North  Andovbr, 
North  Attlbborough,    . 

Northborouoh, . 
North  Brookfield,  . 
northfield, 
North  Reading, 

Norton 

Norwood 

Orleans,  .  .  .  . 
Oxford,  .... 
Peabodt,  .  .  .  . 
Pembroke  (Bryantville),  . 

Pepperell 

Petersham,. 
Pittbfibld 


Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  B.  Bchermerhorn. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Gary. 

Gift  of  George  Grosvenor  Tarbell. 

Gift  of  cblldren  of  William  Stevens  Hoaghton,  as  a  memoriti  of 
their  father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hnbbard. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her  hnsband. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Bllsha  8.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial  of 
their  son. 

Gift  of  Thomas  Jefferson  CooUdge. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Bllsabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 

Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Mrr.  BUxabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Bequest  of  Beth  J.  Ventress. 

Gift  of  George  Pnrrington,  Jr. 

Gift  of  Thatcher  Magoun. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevins. 

Bequest  of  Thomas  S.  Peiroe. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  R.  Dale*  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  Horatio 
Lyon. 

Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 

Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Bdmunds  and  other  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Hoaghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother, 
Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 

Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by  the 
city. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 

Gift  of  Alfred  T.  Lilly. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Moses  T.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  children  of  Edmund  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  their  parents. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Hasten. 

Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fltchburg. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton. 

Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their  daugh- 
ter. Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 

Built  partly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  Charles  Lamed  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Rozllla  Cobb. 

Bequest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  New  York. 

Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 
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Pltxoutb,  . 
Pbinoxton,  . 
Pbotihcbtown, 

QUINCT, 

Randolph,  . 
bshobotb,   . 
Bbterb, 
rochisteb,  . 
Rockland,   . 
rookpobt,    . 
Salem,  . 
soituatb,  nobth 
Bhiblet, 
Bbbewsbubt, 
soutbaxptom, 
bootbbbzdoe, 
BOUTH  Hadlet, 
Bpenceb, 
Bpbingfield, 
Bteblino,     . 

Stockbbidos, 
Btonehax,   . 
Btouohton,  . 
Btow,    . 

Stdbbridoe, 

Budburt,     . 
Sunderland  , 
Swansea, 
Taunton,     . 
Oxbridge,    . 
Walpole,    . 
Ware,  . 
Warren, 
Watertown, 
Watland,    . 
Welleslet, 
West  Brookheld, 
Westford,  . 
Westminster, 
Westwood,  . 
Weymouth,  . 

South  Weymouth, 
Willi  AMSBUBO, 

HaydenvilUt 

WOBURN, 

Wrbntham,  . 
Yarmouth,  . 


Gift  of  daaghtert  of  Wllliani  O.  RoMall. 

Olft  of  Edward  A .  Qoodnow,  m  a  family  memorlBl. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Natbao  PrMinan. 

Gift  of  heira  of  Thomas  Crane. 

Gift  of  helra  of  Ool.  Royal  Turner. 

GifU  of  Darius  Goff  of  Pawiaoket,  R.  I. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Airs.  Blisabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bedford. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 

Gift  of  Silas  Peiroe  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  bis  wife. 

Bnilt  mainly  by  beqoest  of  Mrs.  Betsey  D.  Hazoo. 

Bequest  of  Jubal  Howe. 

Gift  of  Winslow  H.  Edwards,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 

Gift  of  Holmes  Ammldown  of  Ifew  York. 

Gift  of  William  H.  Gsylord. 

Gift  of  Riohard  Bugden. 

Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association. 

Gift  of  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester,  as  a  memorial  of  his  daogb^ 

ter,  Elizabeth  Anne. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Lucius  Clapp  of  Randolph. 
Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  for  esUte  of  John  Wilt  Han 

dall. 
Bequest  of  George  B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  U 

father,  Joshua  Hyde. 
Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  John  Long  Graves. 
Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  others. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 
Built  by  HoUis  H.  Hunnewell  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 
Olft  of  Holiis  H.  Punnewell. 
Gift  of  Charles  Merriam  of  Springfield. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Varnum  Fletcher. 
Bequest  of  Charles  A.  Forbusb. 
Gift  of  Howard  Colburn. 

Gift  of  Qulncy  Tufts  and  his  slater,  Miss  Susan  Tolls. 
Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 
Bequest  of  Stephen  Meekins. 
Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Hayden. 

Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiab  J.  Fiske. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 


Appendix  III. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  LAWS 


OF 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  LAWS  OF  MASSACHUSEHS. 


[Rbtxsbd  Laws,  1902,  Chapteb  88.] 

General  Provision. 

Section  1.  Library  corporations  and  associations  which  have 
been  legally  established  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  restrictions  attaching 
thereto. 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  2.  Attorneys  at  law  who  have  been  admitted  to  prac- 
tise in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  and  who  are  resident  in  a 
county  for  which  there  is  no  law  library  association  may  organize 
as  a  corporation,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  by  the  name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  such 
county,  and  may  adopt  by-laws  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  superior  court. 

Section  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  have  access  to 
the  library  and  may  use  the  books  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  by-laws. 

Section  4.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law 
library  associations  in  their  respective  counties  all  ^ums  which  are 
paid  into  the  county  treasuries  during  the  year  by  the  clerks  of  the 
courts,  to  an  amoimt  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  any 
one  year.  They  may  also  pay  to  said  associations  such  further 
sums  as  the  county  commissioners  may  consider  are  necessary  and 
proper.  All  sums  which  are  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain 
and  enlarge  such  libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  citizens. 
The  treasurer  of  the  law  library  association,  before  receiving  any 
money  from  the  county  treasurer,  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners,  for  the  faithful  application 
of  such  money,  and  that  he  will  make  a  return  annually  to  them, 
under  oath,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  expended. 

Section  5.  Each  law  library  association  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  immediately  after  their  publica- 
tion, one  copy  of  the  legislative  documents  of  the  senate  and  house, 
the  journal  of  the  senate  and  the  journal  of  the  house. 
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City  and  Town  Librahies. 

Section  6.  A  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain  public 
libraries  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  under  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  city  council  or  by  the  town,  and  may  receive,  hold  and  man- 
age any  gift,  bequest  or  devise  for  such  library.  The  city  council 
of  a  city  or  the  selectmen  of  a  town  may  place  in  such  library  the 
books,  reports  and  laws  which  may  be  received  from  the  common- 
wealth. 

Tbustees  op  Town  Libraries. 

Section  7.  A  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the 
support  of  a  free  public  library,  or  free  public  library  and  reading 
room,  owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special 
meeting,  unless  the  same  has  been  acquired  entirely  or  in  part 
through  some  gift  or  bequest  which  contains  other  conditions  or 
provisions  for  the  election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  man- 
agement which  have  been  accepted  by  the  town,  elect  by  ballot  a 
board  of  trustees  consisting  of  any  number  of  persons,  male  or 
female,  divisible  by  three,  which  the  town  detemines  to  elect 
When  such  board  is  first  chosen,  one-third  thereof  shall  be  elected 
for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and  one-third  for  three  years, 
and  thereafter  one-third  shall  be  elected  annually  for  the  term  of 
three  years.  The  board  shall,  from  its  own  number,  annually 
choose  a  chairman  and  secretary  and,  if  the  town  so  votes,  a  treaa- 
urer,  who  shall  give  a  bond  similar  to  that  given  by  the  town 
treasurer,  in  an  amount  and  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  selectmen..  The  town  treasurer  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  tiie 
board  of  trustees  until  the  town  otherwise  directs. 

.Section  8.  The  board  shall  have  the  custody  and  management 
of  the  library  and  reading  room  and  of  all  property  owned  by 
the  town  relating  thereto.  All  money  raised  or  appropriated 
by  the  town  for  its  support  and  maintenance  shall  be  expended  by  the 
board,  and  all  money  or  property  which  the  town  may  receive  by 
gift  or  bequest  for  said  library  and  reading  room  shall  be  admin* 
istered  by  the  board  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  gift 
or  bequest. 

Section  9.  The  board  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  town 
of  its  receipts  and  expenditures  and  of  the  property  in  its  custody^ 
with  a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  and  of  any 
gifts  or  bequests  which  it  holds  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  its 
recommendations. 
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Section  10.  The  provisions  of  the  three  preceding  sections 
shall  not  apply  to  library  associations,  nor  to  a  library  organized 
under  a  special  act. 

Board  of  Free  Public  Library  Commissioners. 

Section  11.  There  shall  be  a  board  of  free  public  library  com- 
missioners consisting  of  five  persons,  residents  of  the  common- 
wealth, one  of  whom  shall  annually  be  appointed  by  the  governor, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  for  a  term  of  five  years. 
The  governor  shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

Section  12.  No  member  shall  receive  any  compensation,  but 
the  board  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars, 
payable  by  the  commonwealth,  for  clerical  assistance  and  for  other 
necessary  expenses.  It  shall  annually  in  January  make  a  report 
to  the  general  court. 

Section  13.  The  board  shall  advise  the  librarian  or  trustees  of 
any  free  public  library  relative  to  the  selection  or  cataloguing  of 
books  and  any  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  ad- 
ministration of  the  library. 

Section  14.  Said  board  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  li- 
brary trustees  of  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
sections  sixteen  and  seventeen,  and  which  has  no  free  public  library 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  town,  expend  not  more  than  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  books  to  be  selected  and  purchased  by  said  board 
and  delivered  to  said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
free  public  library. 

Section  15.  If  a  town,  the  valuation  of  which  is  not  more  than 
six  himdred  thousand  dollars  and  which  has  a  free  public  library, 
has  complied  with  all  laws  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  such 
library,  and  the  trustees  of  the  library  provide,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  board,  for  the  distribution  of  books  in  different  parts  of  the 
town  where  such  distribution  is  necessary,  by  means  of  branch 
libraries  or  deliveries,  and  for  practical  and*  effective  means  of 
rendering  the  library  useful  to  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  the 
public  schools  in  such  town,  the  board  may  expend,  in  such  amoimts 
and  at  such  times  as  they  determine,  not  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  each  free  public  library  owne(5 
and  controlled  by  such  town. 

Section  16.  A  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
three  preceding  sections  until  it  accepts  the  same  or  has  accepted 
the  corresponding  provisions  of  earlier  laws  and  has  elected  a 
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board  of  library  trustees  as  provided  in  section  seven,  nor  until 
said  trustees  have  made  provision  satisfactory  to  said  commission- 
ers for  the  care  and  distribution  of  the  books  furnished  by  them. 

Section  17.  Such  town  shall,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was 
one  million  dollars  or  over,  annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax, 
or  otherwise  provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public 
library,  not  less  than  fifty  dollars;  if  such  valuation  was  less  than 
one  million  dollars  and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand, not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars;  and  if  such  valuation  was 
less  than  two  himdred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  not  less  than 
fifteen  dollars. 

Appbopriation  of  Money  for  Libraries,  etc. 

Section  15,  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  towns 
may  appropriate  money  "for  the  establishment,  maintenance  or 
increase  of  a  public  library  therein,  and  for  the  erection  or  pro- 
vision of  suitable  buildings  or  rooms  therefor." 

"  For  maintaining  a  librarv  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants 
have  free  access  and  of  which  they  have  the  use,  and  for  establish- 
ing and  maintaining  a  public  reading  room  in  connection  with  and 
under  the  control  of  the  managers  of  such  library.'^ 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  163,  chapter  102  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that 
money  received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  "  shall 
be  expended  for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools." 

Defacing  or  Wilful  Detention  of  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

Sections  83  and  84,  chapter  208  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provide 
that  "whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wan- 
tonly and  without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  de- 
stroys a  book,  plate,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine, 
pamphlet,  manuscript  or  statue  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town 
or  other  public  or  incorporated  library  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  or  by  imprisonment 
for  not  more  than  six  months." 

"Whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wan- 
tonly and  without  cause,  detains  a  book,  newspaper,  magazine, 
pamphlet,  or  manuscript  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other 
public  or  incorporated  librar}^  for  thirty  days  after  notice  in  writ- 
ing from  the  librarian  thereof,  containing  a  copy  of  this  section 
and  given  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  which,  by  the  regula- 
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tions  of  such  library^  such  book^  newspaper^  mstgazine^  pamphlet 
or  manuscript  may  be  kept,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  twenty-five  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for 
not  more  than  six  months/^ 

Disturbing  Public  Libraries. 

Section  33,  chapter  212  of  the  Bevised  Laws,  provides  that  '*  who- 
ever wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library,  or  a 
reading  room  connected  therewith,  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any 
other  manner  during  the  time  when  such  library  or  reading  room 
is  open  to  the  public  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not 
more  than  thirty  days  or  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars.^* 

Land  may  be  taken  for  Library  Buildings. 

Section  47  of  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws  provides  that  ^'  any 
land  within  the  limits  of  a  city  or  town  not  appropriated  to  public 
uses  '^  may  be  taken  "  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  build- 
ing to  be  used  for  a  public  school,  a  library,  or  an  engine  house,  or 
for  the  enlargement  of  a  lot  of  land  taken  or  used  for  such  pur- 
pose,"—  but  the  land  thus  taken  may  not  exceed  two  acres  in 
extent. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  provisions  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws,  each  town 
and  city  library  is  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Manual  of  the 
Greneral  Court,  the  Blue  Book,  and  a  copy  of  the  series  of  public 
documents. 
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SIXTEENTH  EEPOBT 

Feee  Public  Library 
Commission 
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BOSTON : 

WRIGHT  A  POTTEB  PRINTING  CO..  STATE  PRINTERS. 

18  Post  OrncB  Sqdabb. 

1906. 


Apfrotso  bt 
The  State  Boabd  of  Publication. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


C.  B.  TILLINGHAST,  Chairman,  Boston, 
Mrs.  MABEL  SIMPKINS  A6ASSIZ,  Tarmoath, 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN,  Worcester,   . 
DELORAINE  P.  COREY,  Maiden,    . 
Miss  £.  P.  SOHIER,  Secretary,  Beverly,  • 


term  expires  1910. 
term  expires  1909. 
term  expires  1909. 
term  expires  1908. 
term  expires  1907. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission was  organized,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its 
sixteenth  report,  covering  the  calendar  year  1905. 

The  Commission. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Tillinghast  has  been  reappointed  for  the  full  term 
of  five  years,  and  designated  by  the  Gk)vemor  as  chairman. 

Books  furnished  to  Libraries. 

The  towns  of  Alford,  Egremont  and  Gill  have  each  been 

supplied  during  the  year  with  the  full  $100  worth  of  books, 

under  the  provisions  of  chapter  233  of  the  Acts  of  1900. 

A  first  installment  has  been  sent  to  the  town  of  Lanesborougk 

The  second  installment,  completing  in  each  case  the  amount 

allowed  by  law,  has  been  supplied  to  the  following  towns :  — 


Berlin, 

Hancock, 

Pelham, 

Charlemont, 

Heath, 

Plympton, 

Chilmark, 

Holland, 

Prescott, 

Dunstable, 

Huntington, 

Royalston, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Middlefield, 

South  wick. 

Gran  by. 

New  Marlborough, 

Tyringham, 

Granville, 

North  Reading, 

Warwick, 

Greenwich, 

Paxton, 

Whately.  —  24. 

Towns  still  entitled  to  Benefit  undek  the  Law. 
The  full  allowance  of  $100  worth :  — 


Auburn, 

Middleton, 

Southampton, 

Boylston, 

Savoy, 

Washington.  —  8. 

Clarksburg, 

Shutesbury, 
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The  second  allowance  is  due  to  the  following  towns :  — 


Brim  field, 

Lanesborough, 

Otis, 

Dana, 

Leyden, 

Peru, 

Gay  Head, 

Monterey, 

PhillipstoD, 

Goshen, 

Montgomery, 

Plainfield, 

Halifax, 

Mount  Washington, 

Sunderland, 

Hawlej, 

New  Ashford, 

Tolland, 

Lakeville, 

New  Braintree, 

Tyngsborongh. 

Towns  classified  as  to 

Libraries. 

—  21. 


The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  free  library  facilities  they  now  enjoy :  — 


Class   1. 

Towns  which  haw  libraries  owned  and  controlled  by  the  town  and  free  Jor 

circulation  to  aU  the  people. 


Abingdon, 

Acushnet, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Amesbury, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashbumham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleborough, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 


Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Coh  asset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dal  ton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 


Dover, 

Draout, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gay  Head, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 
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Hadley, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hardwick, 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Hoi  brook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

HoUiflton, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lakeville, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

I^verett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 


Merrimao, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newbury  port. 

New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 


Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbume, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southampton, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

South  wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampsoott, 

Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 
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Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 


Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridgewater, 

West  Brook  field, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

West  wood, 

Weymouth, 


Whately, 

Whitman* 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.  —  274 


Class  2. 

Towns  which  have  free  libraries  in  which  the  town  has  some  representation 

in  the  management. 


Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bernardston, 

Boxford, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cummington, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke. 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Maiden, 


Methuen, 

Norton, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Wobum.  — 37. 


Class  3. 

lowns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  toum  appropriates 
money t  but  is  not  represented  in  the  management. 


Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Cheshire, 

Cottage  City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 


Great  Barrington, 

Harwich, 

Lee, 

Monson, 

Nantucket, 

Northbridge, 

Palmer, 

Plymouth, 


Princeton, 

Scituate, 

Stockbridge, 

Tisbury, 

Ware, 

Wellesley, 

Westhampton, 

West  Tisbury.  —  24. 
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Class  4. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the 

town. 

Barnstable,  Gloucester,  Rehcfboth, 

Becket,  Hopkinton,  Wareham, 

Billerica,  Ipswich,  Worthington, 

Buckland,  Marion,  Yarmouth.  — 16. 

Easton,  Norwell, 

Fairhaven,  Raynham, 

Class  5. 

Towns  which  have  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places. 

Newbury, Newburyport  Public  Library. 

Washington,    .        .        .        .        .    Becket  AthensBum.  —  2. 

Class  6. 

Town  having  no  free  public  library. 
Plainville. 

Notes  of  Libraey  Progbess. 

The  following  notes,  collected  from  a  large  number  of  libra- 
ries, are  worthy  of  careful  study.  They  tell  at  first  hand  the 
story  of  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  free  public  libraries, 
and  the  spirit  and  sentiment  which  underlie  the  library  system 
of  Massachusetts. 

Abington.  There  was  a  gain  of  over  10  per  cent,  in  the  circu- 
lation of  1904.  About  200  volumes  have  been  received  from 
the  librar}'  of  the  late  Rev.  Jesse  H.  Jones. 

AcusHXET.  A  larger  appropriation  by  the  town  has  allowed  an 
increased  purchase  of  books,  and  the  opening  of  the  library 
twice  a  week,  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons.  A 
reading  room  supplied  with  popular  magazines  and  illus- 
trated papers  has  been  opened  in  connection  with  the  main 
library,  which  is  especially  appreciated  by  the  scholars  and 
other  young  people  of  the  village.  Nature  books  are  used 
by  the  pupils  of  the  schools,  as  are  books  on  other  subjects, 
but  no  special  effort  has  as  yet  been  made  to  assist  in  school 
work.  A  building  fund,  which  now  amounts  to  over  $200, 
is  the  result  of  a  loan  exhibit  and  a  lawn  party.  The  circu- 
lation has  largely  increased. 
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Adams.  The  library  and  reading  room  are  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, both  receiving  increased  patronage  above  former  years. 
The  use  of  the  reading  room  has  especially  increased,  and  the 
interest  in  scientific  periodicals  has  been  particularly  notice- 
able. The  addition  of  valuable  books  for  the  reference  room 
has  realized  good  results,  and  the  use  of  them  by  the  pupils 
of  the  schools  has  decidedly  increased.  The  selection  of  stand- 
ard books  has  been  carefully  studied,  and  the  problem  of 
selecting  works  of  fiction  has  been  met  with  painstaking  care. 
The  teachers  have  co-operated  heartily  with  the  library  au- 
thorities, and  rendered  the  accomplishment  of  desired  aims 
pleasant  and  satisfactory.  Books  are  furnished  to  the  eighth- 
grade  schools  to  be  used  as  supplementary  material  in  the 
study  of  American  history,  geography  and  literature.  Chil- 
dren of  lower  grades  are  assisted  in  the  choice  of  books  at  the 
library,  and  the  teachers  require  a  list  of  books  read  from 
each  pupil.  During  the  summer  months  one  hour  in  each 
week  has  been  given  to  story-telling  for  younger  children. 
This  has  been  popular  with  the  children,  and  it  has  proved  to 
be  as  successful  here  as  it  has  in  other  places.  Eleven  exhibi- 
tions have  been  given  from  the  collections  of  the  Library  Art 
Club.  Semiannual  catalogues  have  been  published,  and  a 
stereopticon  has  been  purchased. 

Agawam.  All  the  records  and  books  belonging  to  the  branch  at 
Mittineague  were  lost  in  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  school- 
house  in  that  village. 

Alford.  The  increase  in  the  circulation  of  1904  is  reported  as 
being  about  50  per  cent,  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  with 
every  indication  of  further  gains  in  the  future.  The  branch  at 
West  Alford  has  been  discontinued. 

Amesbury.  The  circulation  of  1904  exceeded  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  by  nearly  5,000  volumes,  an  increase  of  one-sixth. 
This  was  in  part  a  residt  of  the  change,  as  mentioned  in  the 
report  of  last  year,  by  which  books  are  delivered  during  the 
afternoons  and  evenings  of  six  days  in  the  week.  The  library 
was  closed  during  three  weeks  in  December  in  consequence  of 
an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever.  The  use  of  books  for  reference 
during  library  hours  has  greatly  increased,  and  the  work  for 
the  year  has  been  more  helpful  and  successful  than  ever  be- 
fore. A  bronze  tablet  has  been  placed  in  the  children's  room 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  James  H.  Davis,  who  was  a  teacher 
for  many  years,  and  librarian  from  1856  to  1876. 
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Andover.  The  trustees  say:  "The  one  new  feature  worthy  of 
special  notice  is  a  gift  from  the  trustees  of  Phillips  Academy 
of  a  portion  of  the  income  of  a  fnnd  established  in  his  life- 
time by  Lieutenant-Governor  Phillips.  The  object  of  this 
fund  was  said  to  be  to  provide  for  the  free  circulation  of  reli- 
gious books  among  the  inhabitants  of  Andover.  It  is  intended 
that  the  books  purchased  with  this  gift  shall  be  non-sectarian, 
but  especially  calculated  to  promote  moral  and  religious  cul- 
ture. They  will  be  distinguished  by  a  book-plate,  indicating 
their  indebtedness  to  the  Samuel  Phillips  Fund,  but  with  this 
exception  they  will  not  differ  from  other  books  in  general 
circulation.^^  The  home  circulation  of  1904  exceeded  that  of 
1903,  while  the  school  deliveries  increased  over  70  per  cent.  A 
collection  of  stereoscopic  views  in  the  Cornell  Art  Room  is  a 
source  of  great  interest  to  the  young  people.  The  will  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Helen  G.  Cobum  of  Boston,  widow  of  George  W. 
Coburn,  contains  a  bequest  of  $25,000  to  be  added  to  the  per- 
manent endowment  fund  of  the  memorial  hall,  the  income  to 
be  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  library  and  the  hall. 

Arlington.  The  circulation,  which  was  repori;ed  as  having  fallen 
off  in  1903,  was  materially  increased  in  1904,  and  the  children's 
room  has  been  better  patronized  than  ever.  The  reading  room 
at  Ariington  Heights  is  open  on  the  afternoons  and  evenings 
of  three  days  in  each  week.  Teachers'  cards  are  issued,  on 
which  books  may  be  retained  three  months  imless  specially 
called  for.  Frequent  exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art  Club  have 
been  given. 

AsHBY.  Portraits  of  Edwin  Chapman,  the  donor  of  the  library 
building,  and  of  Mrs.  Chapman,  have  been  placed  in  the  read- 
ing room. 

AsHPiELD.  The  Ashfield  Library  Association  has  delivery  stations 
at  South  Ashfield,  Baptist  Comer  and  Spruce  Comer,  the  ser- 
vice of  which  is  gratuitous.  "  It  is  a  work  for  the  good  of  the 
public,  and  the  only  compensation  is  the  gratitude  of  the  people 
who  are  benefited.  It  is  very  much  appreciated,  as  these  dis- 
tricts are  two,  three  and  four  miles  from  the  village.''  Teach- 
ers of  the  high  school  have  access  to  the  library  at  all  times, 
and  all  teachers  may  draw  books  for  school  use  as  they  are 
needed. 

Ashland.  There  was  a  good  increase  in  the  number  of  books 
delivered  in  1904,  although  no  books  were  delivered  in  May, 
while  the  library  was  being  removed  and  arranged  in  its  new 
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'fim'urrrt^  TiesK  wm  &  ^1311  311  'Sbt  ddHcKT  of  boob  other 
than  £c!tiazL  niikii  ith  laisetr  due  id  liie  voric  of  idbt  tcMhere, 
iziaxiT  of  iriirxm  laod  like  Hiirmri  nwwiaiitilj^  &r  rtndr  maieriil, 
szkd  QCHOpersied  hesr^j  'vidi  liie  libmiai  is  leading  their 
pin:i>ii£  IX)  inftrjiieuve  a$  veQ  se  imeittJLujtg  reftdiiig:  The 
BrovTie  fihargiiig  srssem  haf  prcml  simple  and  effiective.  '  The 
CipesQ  £>A(^TeE.  Teaiderizxg  liie  bcKife  diroedj  aeoeaBiUe  to  ifaose 
oeFirixiz  booSs.  bape  psroped  to  be  a  great  amnBnience,  and 
liiif  new  f eatore  cousLiiuies  an  am»eti<m  to  the  librarr.  The 
plan  of  open  ^keiTBs  is.  bcnrerer.  someiiiiat  expenmental,  and 
irbetLer  its  opention  shall  oontinDe  depends  no  less  upon  the 
proper  beisaTior  of  the  person*  vbo  visit  the  librazr  tiian  upon 
the  efficient  discipline  of  tbe  Hbraiian.  If  occasioiiallT  a  book 
§hall  disappear,  as  has  be^en  found  to  be  tbe  case  in  other 
libraries  baring  open  shelve,  tbe  benefit  arising  fixmi  admis- 
sion to  xbR  sbdves  is  aoooimted  to  be  far  in  excess  of  the  money 
TalT3e  of  a  book  now  and  then  pilfered."  Money  for  fnTnitnre 
and  other  items  has  been  raised  bj  entertainmentB  and  by 
liberal  donations  of  moner  and  materials. 

Athol.  The  increase  in  circmlation  continties.  The  librarr  is  now 
open  erery  week  day.  A  collection  of  books,  especially  for 
teachers,  which  had  been  accumnhited  by  the  school  department, 
has  been  moved  to  the  librarr,  where  thev  are  more  accessible 
to  the  teachers.  The  trustees  claim  that  ''the  Athol  library 
has,  without  doubt,  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  books  on 
education  that  can  be  found  in  any  public  library  of  its  size." 
The  trustees  make  a  plea  for  local  publications.  The  library 
has  a  complete  set  of  the  printed  reports  of  the  town,  which 
probably  could  not  be  duplicated.  "At  one  time  complete 
files  of  the  '  Transcript '  and  '  Chronicle,'  lacking  only  two  or 
three  numbers,  had  been  collected  after  much  effort  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  them  in  the  town  library,  and  but  for  the 
fact  that  the  to\*Ti  refused  the  request  of  the  library  trustees 
for  an  appropriation  of  $50  for  binding,  they  would  now  be 
in  the  library;  but  owing  to  their  not  being  bound,  they  were 
ver>'  unfortunately  damaged  by  fire.''  Miss  Mantle  R.  Hin- 
man,  who  had  charge  of  the  library  after  the  resignation  of 
Mrs.  Doane,  resigned  at  the  close  of  1904  to  enter  Sinmions 
College. 

Attleborouoh.  The  fortnightly  deliver}^  of  books  in  the  out- 
lying school  districts  is  continued  with  increasing  good  results. 
The  proposed  fund  of  $50,000  for  the  erection  of  a  library 
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building  is  increasing,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  it  will 
soon  be  secured.  Miss  Letitia  Shove  Allen  died  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  in  Boston,  March  21,  1905.  She 
had  been  librarian  since  the  spring  of  1896,  and  was  ever  de- 
voted and  effective  in  her  library  work.  The  trustees,  in  adopt- 
ing resolutions  in  recognition  of  her  faithful  service,  added: 
^^  Believing  that  the  influence  of  such  a  life  in  this  community 
should  be  marked  in  some  permanent  form,  be  it  further  re- 
solved that  it  will  be  our  effort  to  create  a  fund,  to  be  known 
as  the  Letitia  S.  Allen  Fund,  which  may  be  used  to  provide 
some  useful  and  permanent  article  in  the  new  building,  in 
which  she  took  such  a  deep  interest,  as  a  memorial  to  her.*^ 
Miss  Martha  Tyrie,  formerly  assistant  in  the  Pall  River  Public 
Library,  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Avon.  This  library  has  had  a  rapid  growth,  and  needs  larger  quar- 
ters. To  encourage  an  interchange  of  interests  between  the 
school  and  the  library,  the  trustees  have  offered  to  present  each 
year  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  graduating  class  a  set  of 
Shakespeare^s  works,  subject  to  certain  conditions.  A  list  of 
topics  is  sent  to  the  principal  of  the  high  school,  from  which  a 
pupil  may  select  any  single  subject  upon  which  an  essay  may 
be  written,  upon  the  merits  of  which  the  trustees  will  make  the 
award. 

Ayer.  Miss  May  M.  Pletcher,  who  had  been  librarian  since  1897, 
resigned,  to  take  effect  April  1,  1905,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  Miss  S.  Adelaide  Blood.  The  public  schools  use  the  library 
freely.  In  the  spring  of  last  year  an  attempt  was  made  to 
beautify  the  library  groimds  by  landscape  gardening.  Plans 
were  made  which  would  require  two  years  to  execute.  A  part 
of  the  work  has  been  completed. 

Barnstable.  Hyannis  Free  Public  Libraiy.  This  library  has 
received  a  gift  of  $100  for  the  purchase  of  books.  A  card 
catalogue  has  been  completed. 

Barre.  The  open-shelf  system  is  repori^d  to  be  successful,  and 
the  patrons  are  urged  to  use  the  opportunity  to  familiarize 
themselves  with  the  contents  of  the  library.  Steps  have  been 
taken  to  open  a  branch  at  Barre  Plains,  but,  by  reason  of  a 
change  in  the  business  of  the  person  selected  for  librarian,  its 
opening  has  been  delayed. 

Belchertown.  a  decrease  in  the  population  of  the  town  during 
the  past  five  years  has  caused  a  decrease  in  library  patronage, 
but  the  circulation  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1905,  showed  a 
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gain  over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  open-shelf  system 
is  in  use,  and  as  a  rule  is  popular,  but  there  are  people  who 
prefer  the  old  way.  The  use  of  the  library  by  the  schools  is 
continually  increasing,  especially  for  reference  work,  and  spe- 
cial effort  is  made  to  purchase  such  books  as  may  be  helpful  for 
the  pupils. 

Bellingham.  The  library  has  been  moved  from  its  former  loca- 
tion in  a  private  house  to  a  convenient  room  in  the  Massey 
school  building.  Improvements  have  been  made  in  furnish- 
ings, in  the  way  of  new  bookcases,  chairs  and  a  reading  table; 
and  the  circulation  has  nearly  doubled  since  the  removal. 
Books  are  delivered  at  four  delivery  stations.  Pictures  for 
exhibitions  are  loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association. 

Belmont.  The  home  circulation  increased  15  per  cent,  in  1904, 
and  the  number  of  books  sent  to  the  Waverley  station  showed 
an  increase  of  46  per  cent.  A  new  card  catalogue  is  being 
made,  using  as  a  basis  the  cards  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 
The  children  of  the  public  schools  are  being  helped  to  use  the 
librar}^  more  intelligently.  Talks  are  given  to  the  several 
classes  of  the  high  and  grammar  grades,  explaining  classifica- 
tions, the  use  of  the  card  catalogue,  the  various  kinds  of  refer- 
ence books  and  the  special  purpose  of  each.  Teachers  are 
allowed  to  take  as  many  books  at  a  time  as  they  need.  Thir- 
teen exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art  Club  were  given  in  1904. 

Bernardston.  Increased  open  hours,  and  acetylene  gas  in  the 
place  of  kerosene  lamps,  w^ere  among  the  improvements  of  1904. 
The  purchasing  committee  and  the  librarian  keep  in  close  touch 
with  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools,  and  books 
have  been  added  with  especial  view  to  school  work.  Special 
loans  of  reference  books  are  made  to  the  schools  as  they  are 
needed. 

Beverly.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  circulation  of  1904 
That  it  was  no  larger  is  partly  explained  by  the  larger  increase 
in  the  use  of  non-fiction,  which  is  retained  for  a  longer  period, 
and  the  general  prosperity,  which  allows  less  time  for  reading. 
Fifty-seven  hundred  and  forty-six  volumes  of  the  Bodley 
Club  books  were  issued,  of  which  all  but  5.34  per  cent,  were 
fiction.  During  the  present  year  the  Bodley  Club  subscrip- 
tion has  been  discontinued  and  the  Booklovers'  Library  intro- 
duced. The  latter  is  more  convenient,  and  seems  to  be  giving 
better  satisfaction.  The  use  of  books  in  the  reading  room  de- 
creases constantly,  owing  to  the  poor  acconmiodations ;  and  a 
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complaint,  common  to  many  libraries  in  the  State,  is  made  that 
the  shelves  are  full,  and  there  is  no  room  for  more.  A  daily 
express  service  to  the  branch  at  Beverly  Farms  has  been  found 
to  be  of  benefit,  and  the  station  at  Centreville  has  been  made  a 
place  of  deposit.  A  number  of  mechanical  books  have  been 
added,  for  the  benefit  of  a  new  industry  virhich  has  been  estab- 
lished in  the  city.  There  are  now  seven  schools  having  de- 
posits of  books,  and  the  interest  for  better  reading  among  the 
scholars  is  increasing.  A  collection  of  French  books  has  been 
slightly  enlarged  and  well  read;  and  a  few  German  and  Spanish 
books  have  been  bought,  and  more  will  be  added  when  needed. 
The  growth  of  interest  in  electricity,  motors  and  machinery 
calls  for  technical  books  and  periodicals,  which  are  now  lib- 
erally supplied.  Work  has  been  begun  on  a  dictionary  cata- 
logue, which  when  completed  will  undoubtedly  take  precedence 
over  the  class  catalogue,  although  the  latter  will  be  continued 
for  those  who  prefer  that  system  of  classification. 

Bolton.  The  library,  in  its  new  building,  has  been  placed  in  per- 
fect condition.  The  books  have  been  classified  according  to 
the  Dewey  system,  and  complete  catalogues  have  been  made. 
Twenty-five  dollars  towards  the  expense  of  cataloguing  was 
given  by  Mrs.  J.  Wyman  Jones.  An  improved  system  of  book 
charging  has  been  introduced. 

Boston.  By  the  increase  of  1904  this  library  had  in  January, 
1905,  201  agencies  outside  of  the  central  library  at  which 
books  were  accessible.  The  additions  were  of  the  lesser  class, 
known  as  deposit  stations.  "The  increase  of  these  deposit 
stations  promotes  the  use  of  the  library,  and  is  favored  by  the 
trustees  within  reasonable  limits.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to 
satisfy  all  requests  for  expansion  of  the  library  system  of  sta- 
tions. Even  unavoidable  changes  and  redistributions  of  these 
stations  ^evitably  produce  some  discontent  on  the  part  of 
those  who  suffer  inconvenience  caused  thereby."  The  pur- 
chases of  fiction  are  still  limited  to  books  by  authors  of  estab- 
lished reputation,  or  books  of  especial  interest.  Much  of  the 
current  fiction  is  of  ephemeral  value,  and  the  money  of  the 
city  should  be  spent  for  books  of  more  permanent  worth.  Little 
effort,  therefore,  is  made  to  meet  a  demand  for  light  fiction, 
which,  if  gratified,  would  readily  absorb  a  large  portion  of  the 
money  available  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Of  597  volumes 
of  English  prose  fiction  received  for  examination  in  1904,  129 
titles  were  finally  accepted.    In  connection  with  the  purchase 
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and  use  of  books  in  foreign  languages,  the  librarian  says:  "A 
public  library  in  an  English-speaking  community  should  not 
permit  its  foreign  accessions  to  over-balance  those  in  English, 
but  the  legitimate  wants  of  scholars  for  representative  works 
of  the  higher  class  in  the  diflEerent  departments  of  foreign 
literature  must  be  met  so  far  as  possible  within  limits  that 
are  inexorable;  and  there  is  a  duty  resting  upon  us  of  extend- 
ing the  influence  of  the  library,  as  a  civic  institution,  toward 
enlarging  the  life  and  broadening  the  intellectual  outlook  of 
those  who  have  recently  entered  the  ranks  of  American  citizen- 
ship without  preliminary  training  in  the  English  tongue.** 
Nearly  200,000  volumes  in  the  central  library  and  its  branches 
are  placed  on  open  shelves,  available  for  use  by  any  visitor  with- 
out formality.  In  common  with  collections  where  free  access 
without  supervision  is  allowed,  this  library  has  suffered  from 
thefts,  largely,  apparently,  by  children.  The  report  says :  "  In 
recent  years  the  trend  of  library  administration  has  been  en- 
tirely in  the  direction  of  the  open-shelf  system.  Although 
losses  were  expected  and  were  deplored,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  advantages  of  open  access  more  than  compensated  for 
them.  Possibly  it  is  too  soon  to  determine  results  definitely, 
and  it  is  obvious  that  a  system  may  be  excellent  in  a  small 
library  serving  a  homogeneous  population,  where  nearly  every 
borrower  is  personally  known  to  the  attendants,  but  not  so 
well  adapted  to  one  supplying  a  city  population,  composed  of 
diverse  elements.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  extend  the  knowledge 
of  books,  as  may  be  done  by  means  of  open  shelves;  but  per- 
haps we  are  incidentally  promoting  evils  which  cannot  be 
offset  by  this  desirable  result.  The  pecimiary  loss  involved  is  far 
less  important  than  the  possible  demoralization,  especially  of 
children,  due  to  the  ease  with  which  books  may  be  purloined 
without  detection.  They  are  not  always  taken  with  deliberate 
attempt  to  steal,  however.  Sometimes  they  are  carried  away 
thoughtlessly,  without  compliance  with  the  rules  as  to  charging, 
the  borrower  possibly  intending  to  return  them  eventually. 

Sometimes  they  are  returned  as  surreptitiously  as  they  were 
taken.  But  this  failure  to  conform  to  the  reasonable  require- 
ments of  the  library,  whether  it  be  done  thoughtlessly  or  wil- 
fully, is  in  itself  demoralizing,  although  not  quite  so  culpable 
as  theft.  All  theories  must  be  tested  by  experience.  I  am 
not  ready  to  condemn  the  open  shelf,  but  it  is  unwise  to  fail  to 
recognize  its  evils.** 
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Bourne.  The  trustees  report  prosperous  conditions,  with  more 
interest  manifested  than  ever  before.  Delivery  stations,  to 
which  books  are  sent  semi-monthly,  are  established  at  Saga- 
more, Monument  Beach,  Bournedale,  Pocasset  and  Cataumet. 
A  reading  table  at  the  central  library  is  kept  well  supplied 
with  magazines,  which  are  freely  used  by  young  and  old. 

BoxFORD.  Boxford  Public  Library.  This  library,  which  was  es- 
taj)lished  and  conducted  by  an  association,  may  now  be  classed 
as  a  free  library,  in  which  the  town  has  some  representation 
in  the  management,  as  the  town  now  elects  one  of  the  seven 
trustees.  The  public  interest  in  the  library  is  good,  and  the 
circulation  has  somewhat  increased.  An  effort  is  made  to  have 
the  teachers  of  the  schools  make  more  use  of  the  library  for 
their  pupils. 

Braintree.  New  steel  stacks,  in  place  of  the  old  ones,  have  been 
put  in  a  part  of  the  building,  giving  shelf  room  for  future 
growth.  There  is  a  delivery  station  at  East  Braintree,  to 
which  books  are  sent  weekly.  Teachers  of  the  public  schools 
may  take  ten  books  for  school  use,  and  retain  them  four  weeks. 

Brewster.  Miss  Emily  Rowe  resigned  the  librarianship  in  July, 
and  Miss  Alma  Eogers  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  By 
the  will  of  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Dawes,  his  collection  of  about 
3,600  volumes  has  been  given  to  the  library.  Pupils  of  the 
schools  are  allowed  the  use  of  as  many  books  as  they  need. 

Bridgewater.  a  bequest  of  $500  has  been  received  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  Miss  Sarah  T.  Bates,  a  former  trustee.  The 
work  with  the  schools  has  increased.  Pictures  and  books 
without  limit  are  sent  to  the  high  school,  with  the  understand- 
ing that,  if  they  are  called  for  after  one  renewal,  they  shall  be 
returned.  The  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Gilbert  contains 
a  bequest  of  $5,000  for  library  purposes.  This  fund  is  to  be 
known  as  the  Caleb  C.  Gilbert  Fund,  in  memory  of  her  late 
husband. 

Brimfield.  The  circulation  in  the  centre  of  the  town  was  larger 
in  1904  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  not  so  many  books  were 
distributed  in  the  outlying  districts,  on  account  of  imavoidable 
circumstances,  partly  by  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  ser- 
vice at  East  Brimfield.  Books  have  been  constantly  delivered 
from  the  railroad  station  at  West  Brimfield,  the  supply  going 
by  stage  to  Palmer,  and  from  thence  by  the  delivery  team  of  a 
grocery  store  to  its  destination,  making  a  journey  of  nearly 
thirteen  miles  to  reach  a  station  six  miles  from  the  central 
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library.  Following  a  suggestion  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission,  the  librarian^  is  collecting  local  historical  matter 
with  success.  In  relation  to  the  commission  she  says :  "  In 
speaking  of  the  State  Library  Commission,  I  must  acknowledge 
its  assistance.  We  have  not  only  received  gifts  of  books  from 
the  State  through  its  agency,  but  have  had  the  benefit  of 
personal  advice,  and  have  been  stimulated  to  progress  by  its  ree- 
onunendations  and  counsel.'^  Miss  Tarbell  has  written  an  in- 
teresting and  helpful  sketch  of  the  origin,  growth  and  present 
condition  and  work  of  this  librar}%  under  the  title  of  *'  A  Vil- 
lage Library,"  which  has  been  published  by  the  Massachusetts 
Civic  League,  and  reprinted  by  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board. 
The  new  building  has  increased  the  enjoyment  of  the  library 
as  a  social  centre.  Informal  recitals,  exhibitions,  talks  and 
gatherings  are  given  from  time  to  time,  when  people  who  can 
contribute  to  the  advantages  of  the  library  in  such  ways  are 
available.  Notice  of  such  occasions  is  given  in  the  schools, 
and  the  attendance  of  teachers,  pupils  and  townspeople  has 
been  very  gratifying.  "  The  principle  on  which  this  has  been 
done  is  the  importance  of  seizing  all  opportimities  of  making 
the  public  library  a  broad  means  of  culture  and  an  elevating 
social  centre.  In  a  small  and  remote  town,  where  there  are 
but  few  regular  or  permanent  advantages,  the  occasional  oppor- 
tunities should  be  watched,  and  these  may  be  of  unusual  value." 
Teachers  may  take  such  books  as  they  may  desire  for  them- 
selves and  pupils,  and  retain  them  for  a  reasonable  time,  there 
being  no  limit  of  number  or  time. 
Brockton.  An  extract  from  the  annual  report  of  the  trustees 
may  well  be  considered  by  all  trustees :  "  From  the  ample  and 
rapidly  growing  literature  of  the  book  market,  in  the  selection 
of  new  books  our  constant  endeavor  is  to  study  and  serve  the 
best  needs  of  the  people ;  neither  to  indulge  too  largely  in  books 
costly  and  luxurious,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  to  rival  cheap 
circulating  libraries  in  supplying  the  frivolous  and  ephemeral. 
So  far  as  possible  we  seek  to  elevate  the  standard,  and  cherish 
a  taste  for  what  is  more  substantial  and  of  enduring  value. 
Especially  have  we  sought  to  supply  the  best  popular  literature 
of  nature,  art,  travel,  biography  and  history."  In  common 
with  many  others,  this  library  is  housed  in  quarters  "  crowded 
and  outgrown,  inadequate  for  both  the  reception  and  delivery 
of  books."  There  has  been  an  attempt  during  the  past  year 
to  extend  the  work  of  the  library  through  its  branches  and 
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the  schools.  An  increasing  number  of  volmnes  are  being  sent 
for  delivery  at  the  branches,  and  the  circulation  from  these 
points  has  shown  gratifying  results.  Two  additional  travel- 
ling libraries  have  been  formed  for  circulation  at  the  schools, 
and  during  the  school  year  they  have  been  constantly  in  use. 
The  librarian  has  supplemented  this  work  of  extension  by  per- 
sonal visits  to  the  schools,  and  by  short  talks  on  the  books  in 
the  travelling  collection  and  upon  the  use  of  the  library.  A 
systematic  attempt  is  being  made  to  classify  the  library  by  the 
decimal  system.  Hardly  more  than  a  beginning  has  been 
made,  but  the  work  is  being  continued  as  rapidly  as  the  regular 
work  of  the  library  will  permit.  Eobert  Kendall  Shaw  re- 
signed the  librarianship  early  in  the  year,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Frank  Hayden  Whitmore,  late  assistant  librarian  of  Bow- 
doin  College,  who  began  active  work  at  the  library  August  1. 
During  the  period  of  his  service  Mr.  Shaw  greatly  strength- 
ened and  developed  the  work  with  the  public  schools.  In  the 
period  following  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Shaw  the  duties  of 
administration  were  taken  by  the  assistant  librarian.  Miss 
Clara  A.  Brett,  whose  acquaintance  with  the  traditions  and 
aims  of  the  library,  aside  from  her  professional  fitness,  made 
this  a  most  valuable  service. 
Brookline.  In  common  with  many  of  the  older  libraries  of  the 
State,  this  library  is  suffering  for  lack  of  room  in  all  its  de- 
partments. Temporary  expedients  are  nearly  exhausted,  and 
the  procuring  of  a  liberal  enlargement  or  a  new  building 
cannot  long  be  postponed.  There  are  two  stations  where  col- 
lections of  books  are  kept.  These  are  also  delivery  stations, 
but  the  great  majority  of  books  are  taken  from  the  collections, 
rather  than  from  the  central  library.  An  assistant  visits  the 
stations  regularly,  selects  books  for  them;  and  for  the  larger 
one  she  sends  all  over-due  notices,  as  the  work  of  managing 
that  station  would  otherwise  be  too  much  for  the  employees 
of  the  store  in  which  it  is  located.  This  method  of  daily 
supervision  by  a  library  employee  has  been  found  to  be  ex- 
tremely satisfactory.  The  books  on  deposit  are  charged  to  the 
stations  on  book  cards,  on  which  is  registered  the  number  of 
times  that  each  book  is  issued  by  the  station,  thus  showing 
what  classes  of  books  have  proved  popular.  Books  are  charged 
to  borrowers  at  the  stations  by  the  Newark  system,  as  at  the 
main  libra^^^  These  stations  are  under  the  general  charge  of 
Miss  Ethel  J.  Heath.     This  work  is  of  a  new  kind  to  this 
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library,  and  much  ingenuity  and  many  experiments  have  been 
essential  to  its  satisfactory  accomplishment.  In  the  evolution 
of  the  public  library,  delivery  stations  are  becoming  deposit 
stations,  and  deposit  stations  are  changing  to  branch  libraries. 
In  Brookline  one  of  the  stations  is  in  a  drug  store^  and  the 
other  in  a  small  supply  store.  The  custodians  perform  all  the 
work  of  care  and  charging;  and,  as  the  total  circulation  of 
these  stations  amounted  to  19,188  volumes  in  1904,  we  may 
with  propriety  class  them  as  branch  libraries.  In  November, 
1904,  the  reading  and  reference  rooms  were  opened  on  Sun- 
days from  2  to  9  p.m.,  and  so  continued  until  May,  with  excel- 
lent results.  The  readers  were  mostly  young  people,  and  they 
not  only  came,  but  they  stayed  and  read.  The  work  of  reclassi- 
fying and  recataloguing,  under  a  modified  form  of  the  decimal 
system,  which  has  been  in  process  for  about  four  years,  is  prac- 
tically finished.  Miss  Zaidee  M.  Brown,  who  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  work,  has  furnished  an  estimate  which  is  of 
interest  to  librarians  who  are  contemplating  a  like  work.  The 
estimate,  based  on  a  class  of  books  that  represents  a  fair  aver- 
age, shows  a  cost  of  19  cents  per  volume.  Miss  Brown  says: 
"  This  estimate  would  probably  be  too  low  for  a  whole  library, 
because  it  is  based  simply  on  work  done  with  individual  books, 
and  there  is  much  general  planning  to  be  done.  But  I  pre- 
sume fiction,  unless  it  needed  much  mending,  would  cost  less 
than  this.'*  Children  twelve  years  old  may  have  a  card  in 
the  general  library,  which  can  be  used  in  the  children's  room; 
and  children  under  twelve  years  have  a  card  in  the  children's 
room  only.  Besides  the  children's  room,  which  is  a  reading 
room  with  a  circulating  department,  there  is  a  study  room  for 
grammar  school  children,  which  contains  reference  books  which 
do  not  circulate,  and  nearly  3,500  volumes  of  supplementary 
reading  on  subjects  studied  in  the  grammar  schools.  This 
department  is  managed  by  the  library  with  the  advice  of  the 
superintendent  of  schools;  and  the  school  reference  librarian 
is  always  present  to  assist  children  or  teachers.  Onoe  yearly 
each  class  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  grammar  grades  goes  to  the 
study  room  in  school  hours  with  its  teacher.  The  school  ref- 
erence librarian  gives  a  lesson  to  the  eighth  grade  on  title- 
page,  copyright,  index,  contents,  etc.,  and  card  catalogue;  and 
to  the  ninth  grade  on  common  reference  books.  Photographs 
belonging  to  the  general  library,  and  sets  of  stereoscopic  views 
'        of  countries,  with  stereoscopes,  are  loaned  as  books. 
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Cambridge.  The  total  circulation  for  1904-06  has  for  the  first 
time  passed  the  200^000  mark^  the  figures  being  227^175^  as 
against  192,366  for  the  previous  year,  —  an  increase  of  34,819, 
and  of  about  18  per  cent.  The  most  notable  increase  was 
made  by  the  travelling  libraries.  A  new  schedule  of  hours  of 
circulation  went  into  effect  in  March,  by  which  the  time  has 
been  extended  two  hours  each  day,  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m., 
instead  of  from  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  as  heretofore.  By  making 
use  of  a  system  of  relays,  under  the  new  schedule,  none  of  the 
assistants  are  on  duty  more  than  three  evenings  each  week, 
instead  of  four,  as  heretofore.  During  the  summer  months, 
from  Jxme  16  to  September  16,  the  whole  library  was  closed 
at  9  P.M.,  instead  of  10  p.m.,  for  the  reading  and  reference 
rooms,  as  heretofore.  The  first  of  the  "rotation  lists,^*  so 
called,  was  started  in  February,  with  history  as  the  group 
chosen.  Another  attempt  to  meet  the  demand  for  recent 
fiction  was  made  by  placing  on  trial  in  November  the  special 
service  offered  by  the  Booklovers*  Library  of  "40  books,  ex- 
changeable at  the  Boston  office  as  often  as  desired,  at  a  charge 
of  $10  a  month.^'  This  trial  has  been  satisfactory,  and  the 
service  will  be  continued.  The  system  of  travelling  libraries, 
begrm  last  year,  was  extended  to  all  twelve  local  stations,  and 
beyond  them  to  a  private  club  of  North  Cambridge,  called  the 
Douglas  Club.  A  travelling  library  of  another  kind,  num- 
bering 30  books,  was  purchased  at  the  request  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Women^s  Clubs  and  the  local  Anti-tuberculosis 
Association.  Called  the  "Travelling  Health  Library,^^  it  is 
designed  to  aid  in  the  local  movement  against  the  spread  of 
consumption.  This  special  collection  is  a  duplicate  of  the  one 
owned  by  the  State  Federation,  which  is  being  sent  to  various 
cities  and  towns  throughout  the  State.  A  list  of  books  com- 
prising this  health  library  was  printed  in  the  "  Bulletin  **  for 
April,  1906,  and  a  supplementary  edition  of  600  copies  was 
printed  in  advance,  for  distribution  at  the  meeting  of  the  Can- 
tabrigia  Club,  on  April  6.  The  local  stations  have  gained  in 
importance,  as  being  also  depositories  of  the  travelling  libra- 
ries. Those  stations  that  did  well  last  year  have  shown  con- 
sistent increases  this  year.  Three  stations,  however,  which 
have  not  been  successful  at  any  time  since  they  were  estab- 
lished, were  discontinued  in  August,  and  two  new  ones  were 
placed  in  October,  with  one  more  still  to  place.  The  circula- 
tion through  the  schools  increased  one-third,  and  the  coimt 


22  ^        FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

was  made  more  accurate  by  a  new  charging  system,  based  on 
the  Newark  system.  An  increase  in  the  city  appropriation 
made  possible  the  purchase,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  of  a 
large  number  of  new  books  for  school  use  and  for  the  children's 
room.  A  good  collection  of  duplicates  for  school  use  is  being 
formed  and  given  a  place  at  the  end  of  the  main  stack,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  staff  and  also  of  the  teachers.  With  the 
additional  supply  of  books  it  has  been  foimd  practicable  to 
extend  the  period  of  exchange  from  two  weeks,  as  heretofore, 
to  two  months,  —  a  relief  that  is  appreciated  by  both  the  staff 
and  the  teachers,  and  at  the  same  time  is  a  saving  in  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  books,  from  less  frequency  of  transportation 
by  the  carrier.  A  new  departure  was  made  by  extending  the 
school  delivery  service  to  private  and  parochial  schools,  a  first 
installment  of  books  having  been  sent  out  to  the  largest  paro- 
chial school  of  the  city  earlv  in  November.  Instead  of  formal 
talks  before  the  children  in  the  school  halls,  visits  were  made 
by  the  librarian  to  all  the  schools,  and  arrangements  are  being 
considered  by  which  the  pupils  of  the  ninth  grammar  grade 
may  come  to  the  main  library  for  special  instruction,  at  such 
times  as  may  be  taken  from  the  regular  routine.  In  the  chil- 
dren's room  6  sets  of  stereographs  have  been  added,  making 
in  all  25  sets.  Their  popularity  is  undiminished.  The  work 
at  the  East  Cambridge  branch  library  has  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  add  another 
assistant  for  a  part  of  the  time.  The  bequest  to  the  librar}^  of 
$5,000,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  will  of  the  late 
James  A.  Woolson,  has  this  year  become  available,  formal  an- 
nouncement of  which  was  received  by  the  trustees  at  the  end 
of  last  year.  The  income  of  this  fund  has  been  devoted  to 
the  purchase  of  a  special  list  of  music  scores,  prepared  by  the 
librarian  and  submitted  for  approval,  under  the  terms  of  the 
will,  to  the  daughter  of  the  donor,  now  wife  of  Dean  Hurlbut 
of  Harvard  College.  The  income  of  the  William  E.  Saunders 
Fund  will  henceforth  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  on 
local  history,  as  well  as  to  books  on  genealog}%  as  heretofore 
limited.  The  resignation  of  Alfred  E.  Thayer,  after  an  excel- 
lent service  of  eight  years,  has  created  a  vacancy  which  it  will 
be  hard  to  fill.  Gratifying  as  has  been  the  growth  of  the 
library  from  the  outside,  it  has  brought  with  it  an  increase  of 
labor  and  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
staff.     The  pressure  has  borne  most  heavily  upon  the  cata- 
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loguing  department  and  upon  the  local  delivery  service.  An- 
other trained  cataloguer  is  needed  even  more  than  last  year, 
and  a  second  attendant  for  all-day  duty  in  the  stack.  In  spite 
of  these  added  burdens,  the  cataloguing  department  has  com- 
pleted the  work  most  needed  in  the  revision  of  the  children's 
books.  Much  other  work  of  revision,  especially  the  recata- 
loguing  of  a  large  collection  of  old  books,  which  now  can  be 
found  only  in  five  separate  alphabets  in  the  old  printed  cata- 
logues, will  have  to  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Canton.  Residents  of  other  towns  have  free  use  of  the  reading 
and  reference  rooms,  and  may  take  books  from  the  library  by 
a  yearly  payment  of  $2.  Books  in  the  French  and  Spanish 
languages,  placed  in  circulation  in  1903,  have  been  constantly 
called  for,  and  it  is  intended  to  make  additions  to  the  collec- 
tion. Stereoscopic  views,  accompanied  by  maps  and  guide 
books,  have  been  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  study.  The  use 
of  the  reading  room  has  so  increased  that  the  tables  will  not 
at  times  accommodate  the  readers.  It  is  intended  to  make 
all  parts  of  the  room  available  for  reading  by  a  rearrangement 
of  lights.  Elwyn  A.  Capen,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
library  board  since  1884,  died  July  8,  1904.  He  was  treasurer 
of  the  board  for  several  years. 

Carlisle.  The  value  of  the  library  increases  yearly.  The  book 
room  was  opened  in  1904,  and  much  good  has  resulted  there- 
from. Recent  books  and  a  few  of  the  older  ones  are  kept  upon 
the  counter  accessible  to  the  public.  Magazines,  of  which  a 
good  supply  is  received,  are  allowed  to  circulate.  Children  of 
all  ages  form  a  majority  of  the  patrons  of  the  library.  The 
historical  room  affords  an  interesting  attraction.  Some  ancient 
documents,  relating  to  the  history  of  the  town,  have  been 
given  by  Mr.  Charles  Forbush. 

Carver.  William  E.  Savery,  a  prominent  citizen  who  was  always 
a  warm  friend  of  the  library,  left  by  will  a  bequest  of  $500  to 
the  "  South  Carver  Public  Librarv.^'  There  is  a  branch  of  the 
town  library  at  South  Carver,  but  no  independent  library  with 
the  title  designated.  A  branch  has  been  opened  at  West  Car- 
ver. Teachers  are  allowed  to  keep  books  as  long  as  they  are 
needed,  and  the  same  privilege  is  allowed  to  the  sick  and  aged. 
The  librarian  seeks  to  interest  the  people  by  reading  with 
them  and  holding  discussions  upon  the  books  read. 

Charlemont.  The  addition  of  the  books  of  the  late  Hon.  Joseph 
White,  as  mentioned  in  the  report  of  last  year,  doubled  the 
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size  of  this  library  and  more  than  doubled  its  real  value.  The 
librarian  writes:  "We  have  been  fortunate  in  our  gifts  and 
careful  in  our  purchases.  A  strong  effort  has  been  made  to 
present  to  our  young  people  books  so  attractive  that  they  shall 
hardly  know  how  far  they  are  being  beguiled  from  the  steady 
pursuit  of  the  modem  novel/'  This  has  proved  to  be  the 
means  of  a  step  upward  for  many  readers.  The  connection 
of  the  library  with  the  schools  and  people  of  the  distant  sec- 
tions of  this  valley  town  are  well  sustained,  and  made  effectual 
by  individual  effort  by  means  which  are  very  good  substitutes 
for  branch  libraries.  In  addition,  many  isolated  farmhouses 
are  reached  by  means  of  good-natured  neighbors  or  the  teach- 
ers of  the  outlying  schools.  Many  families  come  considerable 
distances  on  Saturdays.  The  relations  with  the  teachers  and 
pupils  of  the  village  schools  near  the  library  are  most  cordial 
and  intimate;  and  the  librarian  "thinks  she  could  furnish  a 
list  of  the  grammar  and  intermediate  pupils,  with  ages,  grades 
and  standing,  without  an  error.  On  stormy  Saturdays  these 
youngest  patrons  never  fail  to  appear,  happy,  quiet  and  inter- 
ested, often  remaining  for  hours.'' 

Charlton.  The  Dexter  Memorial  Hall,  presented  to  the  town  by 
William  H.  Dexter,  and  dedicated  in  February,  1904,  contains 
a  convenient  room,  well  lighted,  in  which  the  library  is  now 
installed.  The  books  have  been  recatalogued,  and  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  supply  of  magazines  for  the  reading  table. 

Chelmsford.  North  Chelmsford  Library  Association.  More 
space  is  greatly  needed,  and  the  question  of  a  new  btdlding,  or 
an  addition  to  the  old  one,  is  being  considered.  Especial  privi- 
leges are  given  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools, 
and  the  library  aims  to  aid  them  in  every  possible  way.  A 
semi-monthly  delivery  is  maintained  at  West  Chelmsford. 
Adams  Library.  This  library  has  a  delivery  station  at  South 
Chelmsford,  where  books  are  delivered  fortnightiy.  This  li- 
brary is  in  continual  touch  with  teachers  and  pupils,  and  spe- 
cial attention  is  given  to  procuring  recent  books  in  all  classes 
that  may  be  desirable  in  high  and  grammar  school  work. 

Chelsea.  A  new  lighting  system  has  been  installed,  and  desirable 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  building  and  groimds. 
The  report  says :  "  Great  satisfaction  is  felt  in  reviewing  the 
work  of  the  3'ear;  for,  while  the  circulation  of  1904  is  much 
less  than  that  of  1903,  still,  it  is  larger  than  any  other  year, 
and  the  conditions  under  which  the  work  was  done  being  more 
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normal  than  those  of  1903,  we  feel  that  the  amount  accom- 
plished was  better  done  and  of  greater  value,  and  that  it  is 
really  the  librar/s  best  year.  While  a  large  circulation  is 
much  to  be  desired,  that  alone  should  not  be  the  chief  aim  of 
librar}'  work,  and  a  librarVs  usefulness  cannot  be  rightly  esti- 
mated by  large  figures  gained  by  sudden  unusual  conditions. 
That  the  reaction  which  always  follows  such  conditions  only 
lowered  the  figures  to  the  second  place  on  the  records  is  a  cause 
for  congratulation,  and  proves  that  the  library  is  steadily  gain- 
ing in  the  interest  and  appreciation  of  its  patrons.^^  The  card 
catalogue  is  nearly  or  quite  completed,  a  consummation  which 
has  been  much  needed  for  the  best  interests  of  the  library. 

Cheshire.  The  library  is  now  open  on  two  days  in  the  week 
instead  of  one,  as  formerly.  A  sale  and  entertainment  in  1904 
added  nearly  $90  to  the  receipts  of  the  library,  and  the  town 
granted  a  larger  appropriation  in  1906.  The  ladies  of  the 
town  have  given  $93,  the  results  of  a  fair  held  in  August,  as 
an  addition  to  the  book  fund. 

Chester.  While  the  library  is  open  to  the  general  public  on  two 
days  of  the  week,  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  high  school 
may  have  access  to  the  books,  for  reference  or  to  take  away,  at 
any  time.    This  has  proved  to  be  helpful  and  convenient. 

Chilmark.  The  report  made  in  February  says :  "  Our  library  is 
becoming  more  and  more  a  centre  of  interest,  especially  to  our 
schools  and  summer  visitors.  Both  schools  have  made  exten- 
sive use  of  the  books  during  the  past  year,  and  the  teachers 
have  encouraged  the  use  of  the  books  of  reference.  The  mag- 
azines are  very  popular,  and  add  greatly  to  the  value  of  the 
library  as  a  reading  room.  The  young  people  are  certainly 
taking  an  increasing  interest  in  good  literature,  and  the  town 
cannot  make  a  mistake  in  encouraging  our  useful  library  in 
every  possible  way." 

Clinton.  The  most  prominent  feature  since  the  removal  to  the 
new  building  has  been  the  opening  of  the  children's  room, 
with  an  independent  charging  department.  All  the  booktf  in 
this  room  are  on  open  shelves.  The  age  limit  of  fourteen 
years  has  been  removed,  and  the  borrowers  of  books  from  this 
room  are  mostly  from  the  second  to  the  seventh  school  grades, 
inclusive.  The  largely  increased  facilities  for  reference  work 
and  library  study  have  been  utilized  by  pupils  of  the  higher 
grades  in  the  schools,  by  the  members  of  various  literary  socie- 
ties  and  by   individuals  pursuing  private  researches.     The 
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room  devoted  to  newspapers  is  especially  well  used.  The  art 
department,  which  is  supplementary  to  the  regular  work  of 
the  library,  is  thus  far  in  an  experimental  stage  of  develop- 
ment. Collections  of  photographs  and  other  pictorial  repro- 
ductions of  works  of  art  and  of  natural  scenery,  bearing  on 
some  central  theme,  have  been  exhibited  from  month  to  month, 
and  have  been  examined  with  interest. 

CoLRAiN.  This  is  a  library  of  about  2,000  volumes,  kept  at  the 
home  of  the  librarian.  The  circulation  increases  year  by  year. 
There  are  four  branches  where  books  are  kept  and  exchanged 
about  once  in  three  months. 

Dalton.  The  circulation  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1905, 
showed  a  gain  of  30  per  cent.  Two  books  may  be  drawn  at 
one  time,  but  one  of  which  may  be  fiction.  The  open-shelf 
plan  has  "  worked  admirably  from  the  view  point  of  both  the 
public  and  the  library  staff.^^  Books  are  reserved,  upon  appli- 
cation, during  one  library  day.  The  charging  system  now  in 
use  allows  a  complete  classified  record  of  the  circulation.  The 
books  of  the  Bodley  Club  Library  are  used,  "  meeting  the 
demands  for  the  more  recent  publications,  particularly  fic- 
tion." A  card  catalogue  is  nearly  or  quite  completed.  The 
work  with  the  public  schools  is  to  assist  the  pupils  in  every 
possible  way.    This  librar}'  is  being  reorganized  and  catalogued. 

Dan  VERS.  The  delivery  station  at  Putnam  ville  has  been  discon- 
tinued, many  of  the  larger  borrowers  having  removed,  and 
others  preferring  to  visit  the  library  and  select  from  the  open 
shelves.  Residents  of  Danversport  and  Danvers  Centre  fre- 
quently express  their  appreciation  of  the  delivery  stations 
provided  for  them.  A  part  of  the  borrowers  in  those  villages 
also  go  to  the  library  for  the  advantage  of  a  better  selection 
and  the  opportunity  of  reading  the  periodicals.  An  increased 
use  of  reference  books  is  reported.  During  the  school  year 
much  time  is  spent  with  pupils  of  nearly  all  grades,  who  come 
in  large  numbers  for  information  on  subjects  many  and  varied. 
•  Books  are  sent  to  the  public  schools  fortnightly,  and  a  collection 
is  sent  to  the  high  school  for  a  month,  or  longer  if  desired. 
From  grades  below  the  high  school  classes  or  groups  are  sent 
to  the  library  for  information  upon  given  subjects.  Paper 
and  pencils  are  furnished,  and  the  work  is  usually  done  at  the 
library.  The  age  limit  has  been  reduced  from  twelve  years 
to  eight  years,  and  at  times  the  number  of  children  becoming 
borrowers  as  soon  as  eligible  overtaxes  the  supply  of  suitable 
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books.  Two  cards  are  given  to  borrowers,  and  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August  three  books  were  allowed  on  each 
card,  with  the  restriction  that  but  one  should  be  a  seven-days 
book.  A  selection  of  old  but  good  books  has  been  kept  upon 
an  open  shelf.  By  this  means  many  books  have  been  put  into 
circulation  which  otherwise  would  not  have  been  taken.  The 
trustees  call  attention  to  the  vital  records  of  Massachusetts 
towns,  which  are  sent  to  all  public  libraries  in  the  State  as 
they  are  issued,  which,  they  say,  "  are  invaluable  to  those 
having  occasion  to  consult  the  records  of  those  towns.^^ 

Dedham.  The  private  library  of  a  lady  recently  deceased,  con- 
taining some  valuable  books,  has  been  added  to  the  library. 
Two  books  are  allowed  on  one  card,  with  satisfactory  results; 
and  the  work  with  the  schools,  as  formerly  reported,  is  con- 
tinued. 

Douglas.  This  library  is  prospering  in  its  new  building.  A 
bequest  of  $6,000  has  been  received  by  the  will  of  the  late 
James  Smith,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  In  October  James  M.  Fairfield  of  Boston,  the 
donor  of  the  library  building,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  trus- 
tees the  sum  of  $5,000  as  an  endowment  fund.  The  income  is 
to  be  used  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  building  and 
grounds,  and  any  balance  remaining  may  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  This  gift  and  the  Smith  bequest  will  put  the 
library  on  a  nearly  self-supporting  basis.  Miss  Alice  E. 
Luther,  the  librarian,  died  Dec.  5,  1905. 

Dover.  Dover  Town  Library.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  the 
largest  in  the  eleven  years  of  the  existence  of  the  library. 

Barden  Library  of  the  First  Parish.  In  1870  the  First 
Parish  purchased  the  title  and  rights  of  the  old  Proprietors^ 
Library,  and  organized  the  Dover  First  Parish  Library,  with  a 
full  board  of  officers.  The  late  Frederick  Barden  afterwards 
endowed  it  by  a  gift  of  $1,000,  the  income  of  which  is  used 
for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  library  then  became  known  by 
its  present  name,  and  its  books  were  made  free  to  "  the  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Parish  and  church  attendants.^'  By  a  recent 
vote  of  the  trustees  it  has  been  made  free  to  the  patrons  of  the 
town  library.  The  town  library  becomes  responsible  for  the 
books,  which  it  charges  to  its  readers  subject  to  its  own  rules: 
the  Barden  Library  charging  the  town  library  and  not  the 
borrowers.  The  books  are  kept  in  the  First  Parish  Church, 
and  a  card  catalogue  is  kept  at  the  town  library.     Care  is 
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taken  to  avoid  duplication  between  the  two  in  pnrdiasmg 
books. 

Dracut.  Delivery  stations  are  maintained  at  Navy  Yard  Village, 
Collinsville  and  Kenwood^  where  books  are  delivered  weddj. 
At  the  first  two^  magazines  are  kept^  '^for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  a  greater  number  of  people  than  would  read  maga- 
zines if  they  were  retained  at  the  library."  The  museum  has 
many  articles  of  domestic  use  in  early  days;  and  a  ooUectioa 
of  photographs  of  old  houses  in  Dracut^  with  facts  relating  to 
the  time  of  their  erection,  occupants,  etc.,  is  being  made. 
Care  is  taken  to  provide  books  for  the  scholars  of  the  public 
schools,  and  lists  are  prepared  for  posting  in  the  schools. 

Dudley.  A  globe  has  been  purchased,  to  supplement  the  books  of 
geographical  reference.  A  printed  book  list  has  been  issued 
for  the  first  time. 

Dunstable.  A  gift  of  books  and  a  handsome  bookcase  have  been 
received  from  a  resident  of  the  town.  Exhibits  of  pictuiee 
loaned  by  the  Woman^s  Education  Association  have  been  re- 
ceived with  much  interest.  The  library  occupies  a  room  in  the 
school  building,  and  is  freely  used  by  the  scholars.  A  special 
effort  is  made  to  select  those  books  which  will  be  helpful  to 
this  class  of  readers.  The  age  limit  is  practically  abolished, 
and  children  of  the  third  and  fourth  grades  are  encouraged  to 
take  books. 

DuxBURY.  This  library  has  a  larger  circidation,  and  is  increasiiig 
in  usefulness.  A  sewing  society  of  ladies  held  a  public  hall 
and  a  small  library,  for  which  purposes  it  was  incorporated. 
The  membership  having  been  reduced  to  five  persons,  the  hall 
has  been  sold  and  the  proceeds  given  to  the  Duxbuij  Free 
Library.  The  money  thus  received  will  be  invested  as  the 
Duxbury  Hall  Fund,  and  the  income  will  be  used  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  library. 

East  Bbidgewater.  This  library  continues  to  grow  in  value,  the 
circulation  of  1904  showing  an  increase  over  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  two-card  system  has  been  adopted.  Beoent 
books  are  placed  in  a  case  open  to  the  public,  and  many  valu- 
able and  interesting  books,  seldom  called  for  from  the  cata- 
logue, have  been  taken  from  the  shelves  and  placed  on  a  table, 
where  they  are  accessible  to  the  public.  Thus  many  hooka 
have  found  interested  readers,  who  have  consulted  the  cata- 
logue and  never  been  attracted  to  the  very  book  "iiiey  were 
so  glad  to  read,  not  knowing  it  was  in  the  library.*'    Teachers 
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have  free  access  to  the  shelves,  and  may  take  books  which  in 
any  way  aid  in  their  work,  and  keep  them  as  long  as  needed, 
unless  called  for  by  the  public.  Help  is  given  children  in  the 
selection  of  books,  the  aim  being  to  keep  them  interested,  for 
each  child  who  ceases  to  take  books,  "  because  he  has  read  all 
the  good  ones,^'  or  "  because  there  are  no  good  ones,"  discour- 
ages another  child,  perhaps  one  who  has  thought  of  taking  his 
first  book. 

Bastham.  a  portion  of  the  income  of  the  Robert  C.  Billings 
Fund  has  been  expended  in  improving  the  library  grounds. 
Teachers  of  the  public  schools  may  take  as  many  books  as  they 
need  for  school  use,  and  everything  that  can  be  done  is  done 
to  make  the  library  of  benefit  to  the  pupils.  Exhibitions  of 
the  pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Club  are  given  monthly,  and 
such  books  as  are  in  the  library  relating  to  the  subjects  of  the 
exhibitions  are  placed  upon  a  table  for  reference. 

Easthampton.  This  library  is  used  in  an  increasing  degree  in 
connection  with  school  work.  Methods  previously  adopted  for 
increasing  the  use  of  books  other  than  fiction  are  still  in  use, 
and  have  the  desired  effect.  A  gift  of  $100  has  been  received 
from  the  West  Boylston  Manufacturing  Company.  The  read- 
ing room  is  well  used,  both  by  adults  and  children. 

Easton.  This  library  has  five  delivery  stations,  to  which  books 
are  sent  weekly  by  the  coaches  which  convey  scholars  from  the 
outlying  districts  to  the  high  school.  This  plan  might  be 
available  in  other  towns.  Assistance  and  encouragement  are 
extended  to  the  pupils  of  the  school  in  their  use  of  the  library; 
and  teachers  may  take  twenty  books  for  the  use  of  the  scholars, 
and  retain  them  one  month. 

Enfield.  In  their  appeal  to  the  town  for  better  facilities  for  the 
care  and  distribution  of  books,  the  directors  of  the  association 
say:  "We  have  spent  money  for  bridges  and  cemeteries  and 
for  the  poor  and  the  needy,  and  these  are  matters  of  course; 
but  we  ought  to  do  something  for  that  which  is  supplying  the 
mental  food,  keeping  up  good  spirits,  and  giving  the  shut-in, 
the  sick,  the  poor  and  the  needy  comfort  which  none  could  do 
well  without.'^ 

Everett.  Frederick  E.  Parlin  Memorial  Library.  The  circida- 
tion  of  1904  showed  a  decrease  in  its  total,  with  a  slight  in- 
crease in  that  of  the  children's  department.  The  trustees  say: 
"  Far  from  being  any  indication  of  waning  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  it  is  simply  the  regular  recurrence  of  a  dimin- 
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ished  demand  for  a  particular  service.  A  glance  at  the  com- 
parative statistics  will  show  that  every  alternate  year  since  1898 
has  been  an  off  year  for  the  sort  of  library  service  there  tabu- 
lated. No  statistics  can  be  produced  on  the  library  service  in 
connection  with  reference  work  or  collateral  reading  done  at 
the  library  by  students  working  up  a  special  subject  for  a 
special  occasion.  It  is  readily  seen  that  the  greater  the  demand 
for  such  service  the  less  will  be  the  demand  for  service  such  as 
is  epitomized  in  the  table  above  referred  to.^'  In  the  childretfs 
room  many  of  the  visitors  are  readers  who  do  not  take  out 
books  and  the  seating  capacity  is  entirely  taken  up  during  the 
\idnter. 

Shute  Memorial  Library.  The  circulation  of  1904  increased 
more  than  11  per  cent,  over  that  of  1903,  and  there  is  a  grow- 
ing attendance  in  the  reading  rooms.  Nearly  every  day  the 
children's  comer  is  filled  to  overflowing,  and  many  of  the  little 
people  are  obliged  to  stand,  owing  to  the  lack  of  room  for  more 
chairs.  A  card  catalogue  is  nearly  completed.  The  librarian 
says :  "  It  is  one  of  our  greatest  endeavors  to  work  well  with 
the  schools,  and  we  have  found  that  we  have  fully  been  repaid 
for  all  our  efforts.^^ 
Fairhaven.  The  age  limit  of  eleven  years  has  been  modified  by 
the  provision  ^^that  persons  under  eleven  years  may  enjoy 
library  privileges  upon  recommendation  of  the  superintendent 
or  one  of  the  principals  of  the  public  schools  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  librarian.^'  The  circulation  of  1904  was  the 
largest  for  nine  years,  excepting  1903.  "  In  general  the  work 
of  the  library  has  gone  on  progressively.  It  is  filling  the  place 
it  should  better  than  a  year  ago.  Its  staff  has  steadily  in- 
creased in  eflBciency,  and  its  collections  of  books  in  value  and 
range,  both  for  general  and  reference  use ;  many  questions  can 
be  answered  now,  and  many  subjects  set  forth,  which  a  year 
ago  were  unprovided  for.  The  card  holders  are  more  nunjer- 
ous,  and,  while  the  circulation  has  fallen  off,  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  volumes  in  circulation  at  anv  one  moment  and  the 
average  number  of  days  a  volume  is  held  have  both  increased 
show  that  actually  more  hours  are  spent  in  reading  the  library's 
books,  and  probably  more  thought  given  to  what  is  read.  In 
short,  the  community's  reading  seems  to  be  in  a  healthier  con- 
dition.*' The  percentage  of  fiction  delivered  in  1904  showed 
the  low  rate  of  68.6.  The  removal  of  the  high  delivery  desk 
and  the  substitution  of  a  table  with  a  lower  level  has  im- 
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proved  the  interior  of  the  building  and  given  a  simpler  effect, 
which  is  in  the  line  of  encouragement  to  readers.  A  more 
direct  access  to  the  shelves  is  appreciated  by  the  public  and 
library  staff  alike. 

Fall  Eiver.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  nearly  14  per  cent,  in 
excess  of  that  of  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  library. 
It  was  noticed  that  during  the  stoppage  of  the  mills,  a  period 
of  over  six  months,  the  work  of  the  library  was  greatly  in- 
creased in  all  its  departments.  There  was  a  marked  gain  in 
the  attendance  in  the  reference  room,  while  the  facilities  of 
the  reading  room  were  constantly  taxed  to  the  utmost  extent. 
The  policy  here  is  to  increase  the  educational  value  of  the 
library,  and,  while  paying  due  regard  to  the  recreation  of 
readers  in  the  selection  of  books,  to  emphasize  in  the  highest 
degree  the  importance  of  purchasing  books  that  shall  add  to 
the  permanent  value  of  the  institution.  The  librarian,  Wil- 
liam E.  Ballard,  after  many  years  of  faithful  service,  died 
Nov.  30,  1905. 

Falmouth.  Falmouth  Free  Public  Library.  Early  in  the  spring 
of  the  present  year  the  librarian,  Miss  Clara  S.  Davis,  died, 
after  a  faithful  service  of  fifteen  years.  Miss  Pamelia  F. 
Bobbins  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  two- 
card  system  has  been  adopted,  which  has  resulted  in  an  increase 
in  the  circulation  of  non-fiction  books,  and  free  access  to  the 
shelves  is  allowed.  Teachers  are  allowed  special  cards,  and 
books  taken  for  school  use  may  be  retained  a  reasonable  time. 
The  high  school  has  made  particular  use  of  this  opportimity. 
A  finding  list  has  been  published. 

West  Falmouth  Library.  The  books  are  now  arranged  by 
the  Dewey  system,  and  a  card  catalogue  has  been  completed.. 
In  August  a  fair  was  held  in  the  library  building,  which  real- 
ized about  $140. 

FiTCHBURG.  The  new  steel  shelving  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
last  year  was  installed  during  the  first  half  of  the  present 
year,  through  the  generosity  of  Herbert  I.  Wallace,  a  trustee. 
In  July  a  second  gift  came  from  the  same  source,  in  the  shape 
of  the  valuable  musical  library  of  the  late  Francis  H.  Jenks 
of  Boston.  This  collection  consists  of  over  1,000  volumes  of 
scores,  including  in  some  instances  the  only  complete  collec- 
tions in  this  country  of  the  works  of  some  composers,  with 
400  volumes  of  musical  literature  and  many  manuscript  com- 
positions.    Of  more  value  than  the  scores  themselves  are  the 
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annotations  made  by  Mr.  Jenks.  These  consist  of  brief  his- 
tories of  the  varioTis  compositions,  of  data  concerning  their 
first  production,  and  critiques  upon  the  compositions  and  their 
performances  by  the  most  eminent  European  and  American 
critics.  There  are  collateral  notes  and  information,  all  of 
which  combine  in  making  the  gift  a  signal  one.  An  eminent 
musical  authority  of  Boston  says  of  this  collection :  '*  Except- 
ing the  collections  at  Harvard  College  and  in  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library,  there  are  none  in  this  country  finer  than  the  library 
of  Mr.  Jenks."  In  the  art  department  the  photographs  of  the 
Library  Art  Club  continue  to  be  a  source  of  interest.  Through 
the  kindness  of  the  art  section  of  the  Woman's  Club  a  special 
exhibit  of  paintings  from  the  studio  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Woodbury  of  Boston  was  given  in  the  main  art  gallery  during 
the  latter  part  of  April.  The  travelling  Health  Library, 
owned  by  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs, 
came  in  May.  Its  purpose  is  to  encourage  persons  '^  to  retain 
the  health  they  have  and  to  regain  the  health  they  may  have 
lost.''  This  loan  was  also  in  co-operation  with  the  work  of 
the  local  Woman's  Club.  John  C.  Dana's  book  binding  ex- 
hibit was  shown  in  the  special  exhibit  room  in  October,  and 
was  studied  with  much  interest  by  book  binders,  publishers, 
teachers  and  librarians  of  that  section  of  the  State.  The  de- 
livery station  at  West  Pitchburg  was  discontinued  in  1904,  but 
its  establishment  on  broader  lines  as  a  deposit  station  is  rec- 
ommended by  the  librarian. 

Florida.  Deposits  of  books  are  kept  at  the  five  schools,  of  which 
the  teachers  are  custodians.  The  teachers  also  draw  such  books 
as  they  may  need  from  the  main  library. 

FoxBOROUOH.  A  much-needed  work  has  been  done  in  recata- 
loguing  the  library.  The  services  of  an  experienced  cataloguer 
were  obtained,  and  modem  methods  of  classification  and  ar- 
rangement used. 

Framingham.  The  year  1904  was  one  of  steady  growth  and  ser- 
vice in  the  community.  Before  long  the  normal  growth  will 
require  more  shelf  room.  It  is  a  problem  which  is  facing 
many  libraries.  What  shall  be  done  in  years  to  come  with  all 
the  books  which  are  steadily  accumulating? 

Gardner.  The  continuous  decrease  in  circulation  which  had  con- 
tinued for  several  years,  as  noticed  in  the  report  of  last  year. 
has  ceased,  and  the  number  of  books  delivered  in  1904  ex- 
ceeded that  of  any  former  year  in  the  history  of  the  library. 
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Credit  for  this  increase  is  given  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Bodley  Library  books,  of  which  about  3,500  were  delivered  in 
ten  months.  The  reference  work  of  the  library  is  increasing, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  developed  to  a  much  greater 
degree  of  usefulness.  By  filing  and  rendering  available  the 
results  of  each  da/s  research  and  experience,  the  resources 
of  the  library  might  be  made  more  effective.  The  card  cata- 
logue, which  has  been  in  preparation  for  several  years,  has 
completed  one  stage,  and  that  part  relating  to  fiction  is  at  the 
service  of  the  public.  It  is  the  general  experience  of  libra- 
rians that  children  are  more  expert  in  the  use  of  the  catalogue 
than  adults,  and  it  is  hoped  that  parents  will  encourage  them 
to  avail  themselves  of  this  which  is  no  unimportant  factor  in 
their  mental  development.  In  connection  with  the  school 
libraries  the  children  have  been  taught  to  keep  lists  of  the 
books  which  they  read,  and  in  each  school  are  awarded  three 
degrees  of  honorable  mention:  (1)  greatest  variety  of  books 
read;  (2)  greatest  number  of  books  read;  (3)  neatness  and 
systematic  arrangement. 

Georgetown.  The  annual  report  covers  the  year  ending  Jan.  31, 
1905.  The  trustees  say:  "The  usefulness  of  the  library  was 
never  more  apparent  than  at  the  present  time.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  policy  adopted  in  recent  years  of  purchaaing 
more  works  of  permanent  valued  of  scientific  and  literary 
worth,  and  less  of  current  fiction,  the  real  value  and  useful- 
ness of  the  library  has  been  greatly  enhanced.  More  persons 
resort  to  it  for  reference,  consultation  and  study  than  in  pre- 
vious years;  and  in  this  way  the  library  has  become  more  of 
an  educational  force,  and  a  stronger  factor  in  the  exercise 
and  development  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  faculties.'*  In 
March,  1904,  the  town  accepted  the  gift  of  a  lot  of  land  known 
as  Lincoln  Park  as  a  site  for  a  library  building,  and  instructed 
the  trustees  of  the  Peabody  Library  to  erect  a  building  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  $15,000,  ready  for  occupancy.  The  trus- 
tees made  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  cost  over 
$18,000,  claiming  that  the  building  fimd  exceeded  $20,000, 
and  that  the  town  had  no  authority  to  limit  their  expenditure 
to  $15,000.  Eecourse  was  had  to  the  court,  and  the  matter 
still  awaits  adjustment. 

Gloucester.  A  library  called  the  Village  Hall  Library  was  started 
in  the  village  of  Annisquam  in  November,  1904.  The  library 
service  is  voluntary,  and  is  performed  by  a  committee  of  ladies. 
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of  which  Miss  Helen  Lane  is  chairman.  It  is  supported  by  a 
fee  of  50  cents  for  a  season  of  six  months;  and  the  school 
children  are  allowed  books  for  a  half  fee,  when  some  member 
of  their  families  has  paid  a  full  subscription.  They  are  en- 
couraged to  read  well-selected  books.  The  people  of  the  vil- 
lage, including  the  summer  residents,  have  very  generally 
availed  themselves  of  its  privileges.  The  establishment  of  this 
library  is  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  Village  Hall  Association 
of  Annisquam,  the  object  of  which  is  to  promote  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  community. 

Grafton.  There  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  deliveries 
at  the  main  library  and  at  the  branches.  This  favorable  con- 
dition is  attributed  "  in  large  measure  to  the  plan  adopted  one 
year  ago  (1903),  of  giving  the  people  direct  access  to  the 
books  in  the  stack  room.  This  plan  has  made  it  more  of  an 
object  for  people  from  all  partis  of  the  town  to  personally  and 
regularly  visit  the  library.^'  The  trustees  add :  '*  Carefulness 
by  all  in  returning  each  book  and  magazine  to  its  own  place 
will  increase  the  value  of  these  new  plans.*^ 

Granville.  The  circulation  has  increased.  The  branch  at  West 
Granville  has  been  discontinued,  and  the  trustees  have  been 
unable  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  for  its  renewal,  but 
hope  to  do  so  soon,  as  it  is  wished  to  have  the  library  benefit 
as  many  citizens  of  the  town  as  possible.  A  stone  and  cement 
building  has  been  constructed,  to  which  the  acetylene  gas  plant 
has  been  removed  from  the  basement  of  the  library  building. 
The  expense  of  this  work  was  paid  in  equal  shares  by  M.  B. 
Whitney  of  Westfield  and  Ralph  B.  Cooley  of  Granville. 

Greenfield.  The  statistics  of  1904  show  a  slight  gain  in  circula- 
tion and  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reading  room. 
Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  bujring  books  from 
clearance  sales,  etc.,  for  replacing  and  increasing  the  stock  of 
standard  works.  An  unusually  large  number  of  children  have 
used  the  library.  They  have  taken  a  circulation  of  nearly 
16,000  volumes  from  a  collection  of  barely  1,200  books.  The 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  may 
account  in  part  for  the  increased  attendance  of  the  children 
at  the  library.  The  ninth-grade  pupils  have  been  to  the 
library  as  a  class  to  receive  instruction  in  the  use  of  Poole's 
Index  and  the  intelligent  use  of  other  reference  books.  Four 
deposit  stations  have  been  established,  three  of  which  are  in 
schoolhouses  and  one  in  a  private  house.  Inadequate  space  is 
complained  of  here,  as  in  many  other  libraries.    "  The  reading 
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room  is  so  crowded  that  at  busy  times  the  children  crowd  two 
in  a  chair,  or  curl  up  on  the  floor/^ 

Greenfield  Library  Association.  Although  it  is  not  a  free 
library,  this  is  interesting  itself  in  work  with  the  teachers  of 
the  public  schools.    It  has  a  good  collection  of  reference  books. 

Groton.  This  library  completed  its  fiftieth  year  in  1904.  At  the 
time  of  its  establishment  there  were  less  than  20  towns  in 
Massachusetts  that  possessed  public  libraries.  Hon.  George 
S.  Boutwell,  who  died  in  February,  1905,  had  filled  a  half- 
century  as  a  trustee.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Shumway  has  prepared  a 
history  of  the  library,  which  waa  distributed  as  a  souvenir  at 
the  recent  celebration  of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  town.  It  is  not  practicable  to  use  the  open-shelf 
system,  but  books,  old  and  new,  are  placed  outside  the  delivery 
desk  for  examination.  A  collection  of  shells  and  minerals 
has  been  given  by  William  N.  Souther,  a  citizen  of  the  town. 

Groveland.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  larger  than  that  of  any 
previous  year. 

Hadley.  Gifts  of  value  of  local  and  general  historical  interest  are 
reported.  School  teachers  are  given  unlimited  use  of  books  for 
school  purposes. 

Halifax.  Books  taken  by  teachers  and  scholars  of  the  public 
schools  are  not  subject  to  fines  when  used  solely  in  school  work. 

Hamilton.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  larger  than  that  of  any 
previous  year;  and  the  reading  room  has  been  well  patronized 
at  all  times.  Besides  the  delivery  station  at  South  Hamilton, 
books  are  sent  to  the  eight  public  school  rooms  for  distribution 
to  the  scholars.  The  library  has  received  the  "  Book  of  Rec- 
ords of  the  Hamilton  Second  Social  Library,  Commenced  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1817.^^  The  will  of  the  late  Miss  Augusta  Dodge 
of  Hamilton  contains  a  bequest  of  $1,000  to  this  library  for 
the  furnishing  of  a  reading  room  as  a  memorial  to  her  sister, 
to  be  known  as  the  Gail  Hamilton  Beading  Boom. 

Hancock.  A  collection  of  books  has  been  placed  at  the  north 
school,  as  a  branch,  to  help  and  interest  the  people  in  that 
section  of  the  town.  Both  the  main  library  and  the  branch 
are  well  used,  and  are  a  great  benefit  to  the  town. 

Hanover.  The  circulation  of  1904  showed  a  slight  gain  over  the 
issue  of  the  preceding  year.  For  the  first  time  a  decrease  is 
reported  in  the  circulation  of  fiction,  with  a  gratifying  in- 
crease in  that  of  the  higher  departments.  The  books  are  cir- 
culated mainly  through  delivery  stations,  comparatively  few 
being  taken  at  the  main  library. 
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Hanson.    The  Hanson  Public  library  has   its  two  divisions  it 
North  Hanson  and  South  Hanson.     With  modem  tendends 
in  view^  the  trustees  have  extended  the  time  that  books  mj 
be  retained  by  borrowers  from  two  to  three  weeks,  except  h 
the  ease  of  recent  fiction,  for  which  there  may  be  a  large  it 
mand.    At  South  Hanson  the  town  library  has  absorbed,  bj 
loan,  the  books  of  the  Wampatuck  Ldbrary  AssociatioD,  asi! 
therefore  has  taken  its  place  as  a   circulating  library.   At 
North  Hanson  the  Hanson  Library  Association  still  maiDtaiK 
an  active  existence  in  its  own  building,  with  Miss  Drew  of  i^ 
town  library  as  its  librarian.    It  is  in  a  fionrishing  conditics. 
and  has  added  to  its  capacity  by  new  shelving  for  books.  It^ 
169   members,   and  is  supported  mostly    by   entertainmeDi. 
Branches  of  the  town  library,  imder  the  control  of  the  Norti 
Hanson  division,  have  been  established  at  Maquan  and  Xf' 
State.    These  branches,  though  small,  are  kept  supplied  rxl 
good  reading  by  frequent  exchanges.     They  have  widened  i^ 
scope  of  the  usefulness  of  the  library,  by  giving  to  the  cife 
of  those  outljdng  districts  easier  access  to  its  privil^es.  It  ^ 
expected  that  other  districts  will  be  covered  as  the  Ubrt'^ 
increases. 

Hardwiok.  On  the  night  of  Feb.  6,  1906,  the  books  of  the  Hd- 
wick  Free  Town  Library  and  the  Lucius  B.  Paige  Libis"^ 
were  lost  in  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  high  school  builfe 
Since  that  time  about  350  volumes  have  been  collected.  ^ 
library  building,  which  is  nearly  completed,  is  being  erect?' 
at  the  cost  of  a  fund  left  by  the  late  Lucius  R.  Paige,  DJ)-  ^ 
Cambridge.    The  fund  amounts  to  about  $12,000. 

Gilbertville.  The  library  established  here  and  maintab*: 
for  the  free  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  by  the  G* 
H.  Gilbert  Manufacturing  Company  is  now  known  as  tL- 
Gilbertville  Public  Library. 

Habvard.  Teachers  are  allowed  to  take  as  many  books  as  thf 
wish  for  school  work.  Free  access  to  the  stack  room  is  allotr?^ 
to  adults.  A  delivery  station  has  been  established  at  Sti 
Eiver. 

Haverhill.  The  circulation  of  1904,  as  that  of  1903,  sho^^ 
an  increase  in  the  use  of  non-fiction  and  a  loss  in  fiction,  fe 
latter  dropping  to  65  per  cent.  All  departments  of  the  UbrsJ; 
are  open  on  Sunday  afternoons  from  IN'ovember  1  to  May  ^ 
The  experiment  is  considered  successful,  as  the  refeienoe  iocs 
has  been  filled  with  readers,  and  the  children's  room  and  fe 
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loan  department  have  been  well  patronized.  In  relation  to 
school  work  in  1904  the  report  says :  ^^  The  continued  co-opera- 
tion between  the  schools  and  the  library  was  a  prominent 
feature  of  the  yearns  work.  The  assistant  in  charge  of  this 
work  visited  each  grammar  school  to  explain  the  library 
methods.  Her  talks  with  the  teachers  were  received  with  enthu- 
siasm, and  resulted  in  increased  demands  for  books  and  pic- 
tures. Although  large  additions  were  made  to  the  children's 
library,  the  supply  of  books  was  often  inadequate.  Eleven 
travelling  libraries  circulated  among  the  union  schools  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  city;  work  with  the  summer  schools  was  a 
feature,  as  in  former  years;  and  a  special  reference  library  for 
the  high  school  was  reserved  in  the  reference  room,  as  usual.*' 
The  work  of  1904  included  35  picture  exhibits  at  the  main 
library  and  9  at  the  Bradford  branch,  and  22  reading  lists 
were  published  in  local  newspapers.  About  2,000  mounted 
pictures  were  added  to  the  collection,  which  now  numbers 
about  8,000.  The  Haliday  platinum  prints  of  American  au- 
thors and  their  homes,  and  noted  buildings  and  places  in  New 
England,  particularly  old  Boston,  formed  the  most  valuable 
addition  to  the  picture  collection  which  has  yet  been  made. 
Many  pictures  cut  from  magazines  were  mounted  very  artisti- 
cally by  the  library  assistants.  These  pictures  are  used  by  the 
schools  and  study  clubs,  over  6,000  having  been  circulated  in 
1904.  The  children's  library  has  been  reclassified  and  recata- 
logued,  the  printed  cards  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burg being  used  as  a  basis  for  the  work.  In  connection  with 
the  purchase  of  books  the  report  says :  "  It  was  found  that  the 
saving  effected  by  importing  was  inconsiderable,  except  in  the 
case  of  very  expensive  books.  It  did  not  offset  the  annoyance 
of  long  delays  in  getting  books  and  of  filing  importers'  affi- 
davits, the  extra  cost  of  carriage  and  the  loss  of  time  spent 
in  comparing  English  and  American  prices.  The  greatest 
saving  was  effected  in  buying  from  second-hand  dealers  and 
from  clearance  sales." 
Heath.  An  improvement  has  been  made  by  the  laying  of  a  sub- 
stantial stone  walk,  with  steps  from  the  street,  up  to  the  porch 
of  the  library  building.  The  cost  was  paid  by  a  lady,  a  for- 
mer resident  of  the  town,  and  one  of  the  original  donors  to 
the  building  fund.  The  library  is  prospering,  and  the  schools 
are  making  more  use  of  its  books.  Free  privileges  were  given 
to  many  summer  sojourners  during  the  past  season. 
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HiNOHAM.  Nantasket  Library.  This  library  is  xmique  among  the 
libraries  of  the  State  in  its  situation  and  purposes^  as  was 
stated  in  the  report  of  last  year.  The  removal  of  games, 
which  were  kept  for  juvenile  patrons,  has  been  b^ieficiaL 
While  the  room  is  not  crowded  in  the  evening  as  formerly,  it 
appears  certain  that  those  who  remain  in  the  reading  room 
use  it  to  the  better  advantage  of  themselves  and  the  library, 
and  the  young  people  begin  to  understand  the  help  that  is 
offered  them.  The  summer  people,  through  a  canvass  made 
by  the  secretar}-,  have  contributed  generously  to  the  support 
of  the  librarv. 

HoLBROOK.  A  healthy  interest  is  reported.  A  donation  of  $200 
has  been  received  from  Miss  Marv  Wales  Holbrook. 

HoLDEN.  A  weeklv  deliverv  is  maintained  at  Jefferson.  The 
delivery  of  two  books  on  a  card  (one  non-fiction)  has  been 
allowed  recently,  with  good  results.  The  pupils  of  the  high 
school  are  given  access  to  the  library^  during  school  hours^  and 
each  teacher  is  allowed  five  books  a  week  for  school  use.  Por- 
traits of  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Gale  and  Mrs.  Gale  have  been  pre- 
sented. The  antiquarian  department  has  received  copies  of 
two  maps  of  the  town,  the  originals  of  which  are  in  the  State 
archives. 

HoLLiSTON.  The  librar}^  has  been  constantly  increasing  in  effi- 
ciency and  patronage.  There  is  an  inclination  on  the  part  of 
readers  towards  the  better  class  of  literature,  and  ephemeral 
fiction  has  less  adult  following  than  formerly.  A  material 
change  during  the  year  has  boon  the  abandonment  of  the  open- 
shelf  system.  This  is  not  considered  to  be  a  retrograde  move- 
ment. For  several  vears  free  access  to  the  shelves  in  the  stack 
room  was  allowed,  with  great  apparent  success  from  an  edu- 
cational standpoint:  but  considerations  of  importance  to  the 
authorities  and  staff*  of  the  library'  have  necessitated  a  change 
in  method.  Eecent  books,  and  others  selected  by  the  librarian, 
are  placed  on  shelves  accessible  to  all  in  the  reading  room 
The  reference  room  has  been  developed  in  the  lines  of  local 
and  family  history,  in  which  the  vital  records  of  Massachu- 
setts  towns,  which  are  being  distributed  to  the  libraries  of  the 
Commonwealth,  are  important  aids. 

HoLYOKE.  This  library  has  conducted  a  course  of  University  Ex- 
tension lectures  in  its  own  hall.  These  lectures  were  not  free, 
but  a  low  charge  was  made  for  the  course.  They  were  well 
attended,  and  gave  much  satisfaction.    A  department  of  books 
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in  French  has  been  begun ;  and  a  collection  of  pictures,  mounted, 
classified  and  catalogued,  is  in  preparation.  Articles  of  Jap- 
anese art,  valued  at  about  $500,  have  been  received  from 
citizens  of  Holyoke;  and  a  small  but  carefully  mounted  col- 
lection of  botanical  specimens  has  been  presented. 

HoPEDALE.  The  circulation  has  been  largely  increased.  The  trus- 
tees say :  "  This  is  doubtless  due  in  part  to  the  use  of  the  sec- 
ond or  non-fiction  card,  partly  to  the  increase  in  population, 
but  chiefly  to  the  able  service  which  is  given  the  public  by  our 
librarian.^'  In  reference  to  school  work  the  report  says :  "  A 
very  important  work  is  that  which  is  done  by  the  pupils  of  the 
public  schools  and  every  effort  is  made  to  give  them  the  splen- 
did opportunities  of  a  public  library.  In  so  far  as  possible, 
all  books  suggested  by  the  teachers  and  superintendent,  other 
than  text-books,  are  purchased.  Our  librarian  held  a  meeting 
of  the  teachers  at  the  library,  that  the  teachers  might  learn 
what  we  had  which  would  be  of  service  to  them,  and  that  we 
might  leam  what  they  would  like  added  to  our  already  well- 
equipped  reference  department.  The  teacher  in  every  grade 
sent  us  a  list  for  summer  reading,  which  increased  our  circula- 
tion; for  not  only  were  new  cards  taken  by  the  pupils,  but  in 
some  cases  the  parents  took  out  the  books  to  read  them  to  the 
children."  The  circulation  of  music  seems  to  be  an  excellent 
experiment,  judging  by  the  fact  that  it  is  in  almost  constant 
demand.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Bailey  has  presented  a  valuable  collection 
of  72  books  on  technical  subjects,  all  of  which  are  of  recent 
publication.  Special  work  is  being  done  along  the  line  of  local 
history,  a  work  which  deserves  more  attention  than  it  has  here- 
tofore  received  from  trustees  and  librarians  of  town  libraries. 
Mrs.  Susan  Preston  Draper  has  caused  to  be  placed  upon  the 
library  grounds  a  beautiful  memorial  fountain,  which  has  been 
presented  to  the  town.  It  is  of  Carrara  marble,  surmoimted  by 
a  statue  of  Hope,  and  artistically  is  a  great  success.  It  is  by 
the  eminent  American  sculptor  in  Eome,  Waldo  Story.  In  its 
presentation  the  donor  said:  "As  a  southerner  by  birth,  I 
have  given  less  thought  to  the  utilitarian  side ;  but  I  hope  that 
the  cups  of  water  here  furnished  will  refresh  many  a  tired 
mechanic  or  schoolboy  in  long  years  to  come." 

HoPKiNTON.  A  bequest  of  $2,000  has  been  received  by  the  will 
of  the  late  James  A.  Woolson  of  Cambridge,  a  native  of  Hop- 
kinton,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  running  expenses 
and  the  purchase  of  books.    The  late  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Crooks,  a 
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native  and  resident  of  the  town,  left  by  will  $6,000,  the  income 
of  which  may  be  used  in  any  way  for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 

HuBBARDSTON.  The  use  of  books,  particularly  among  the  young, 
increases  from  year  to  year.  Since  the  first  of  July  borrowers 
have  had  free  access  to  the  shelves.  The  people  appear  to  ap- 
preciate the  liberty  thus  giv^n,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  privi- 
lege will  not  be  abused  as  time  goes  on.  Miss  Celia  Clark  of 
Cambridge  has  presented  a  collection  of  shells. 

Hudson.  The  new  Carnegie  library,  of  which  a  brief  description 
was  given  in  the  report  of  last  year,  was  opened  for  the  deliv- 
ery of  books  in  November,  1905.  There  was  no  dedication  or 
ceremony  of  any  kind  at  the  opening.  A  tablet  in  memory  of 
the  soldiers  of  Hudson  is  to  be  placed  in  the  building.  The 
almost  obsolete  custom  of  closing  the  library  for  the  annual  ex- 
amination has  been  abandoned.  The  examination  in  July  was 
done  without  interference  with  the  regular  circulation.  *'  The 
results  were  just  as  good,  and  the  public  had  the  use  of  the 
library  at  the  same  time,  a  favor  which  was  fully  appreciated.^ 
Special  privileges  are  given  to  teachers  and  pupils,  there  being 
no  limit  to  the  number  of  books  they  may  take,  and  no  time 
limit  of  retention. 

Huntington.  The  trustees  say:  "While  the  work  accomplished 
has  not  been  all  that  we  would  desire,  yet,  taking  into  consid- 
eration the  many  drawbacks  which  a  small  library  has  to  con- 
tend with,  we  feel  that  the  library  is  filling  its  place  in  the 
community  as  an  educator,  both  morally  and  mentally.'*  Two 
branches  are  maintained,  and  are  much  appreciated  by  the 
people  in  their  respective  districts.  That  at  Knightville  has 
the  yearly  loan  of  a  travelling  library  of  the  Woman's  Educa- 
tion Association,  in  addition  to  the  deposit  sent  from  the  main 
library. 

Hyde  Park.  Books  for  school  use  are  purchased  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, and  are  used  by  the  pupils  at  the  library,  or  they  may 
be  taken  away.  At  the  request  of  the  principals,  books  needed 
for  reference  work  are  sent  to  the  schools,  and  may  remain  there 
for  one  term.  Teachers  may  take  six  books  for  school  use,  and 
retain  them  for  one  month,  without  renewal.  In  general  cir- 
culation books  may  be  renewed  by  personal  application  or  by 
mail,  without  being  returned  to  the  library.  There  is  an 
increasing  use  of  reference  books.  There  has  never  been  a 
more  earnest  and  intelligent  use  of  such  books  among  the 
young  people  than  has  recently  been  manifest.  There  is  a 
larger  use  of  books  other  than  fiction  in  the  children's  depart- 


1906.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT— No.  44.  41 

ment.  The  first  book  asked  for  by  a  Eussian  boy  was  a  his- 
tory of  the  United  States. 

Ipswich.  Miss  Lydia  Caldwell,  who  had  been  librarian  since 
1868,  resigned  in  April,  and  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Maine  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  library  has  been  reorganized  by  Miss 
Ella  Sites  Wood;  the  Dewey  system  of  classification  has  been 
adopted,  with  the  Cutter-Sanbom  numbers;  and  a  card  cata- 
logue is  being  made.  One  of  the  new  features  is  the  "chil- 
dren's comer,**  where  a  table  and  chairs  are  placed  for  the 
younger  patrons  of  ^he  library,  and  their  books  are  shelved 
near  by.  The  children  come  in  increased  numbers,  and  seem 
to  enjoy  their  privileges.  Open  shelves,  newly  inaugurated,  are 
thought  to  be  leading  to  a  better  class  of  reading.  More  lights 
have  been  put  in,  and  there  are  more  evening  readers  than 
formerly.    The  Newark  charging  system  is  to  be  used. 

Kingston.  In  addition  to  the  regular  two  cards,  teachers  may 
take  ten  extra  cards  for  school  use. 

Lakeville.  The  library  continues  to  be  well  used,  and  has  shown 
that  it  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  an  institution.  A 
series  of  entertainments  during  the  summer  has  furnished  the 
nucleus  of  a  building  fund. 

Lancaster.  The  experiment  of  making  the  shelves  in  the  reading 
room  accessible  to  readers  is  said  to  be  an  unqualified  success. 
Headers  express  themselves  as  much  pleased  with  the  change, 
which  allows  them  to  make  their  selections  from  the  shelves. 
The  objection  urged  against  open  shelves,  that  it  leads  to  a 
loss  of  books,  has  not  been  found  true  here.  A  section  of 
shelves  in  the  reading  room  has  been  set  aside  for  books  used 
by  the  literature  class  of  the  Woman's  Club.  This  is  a  useful 
innovation,  as  it  makes  the  books  recommended  for  use  accessi- 
ble whenever  they  are  wanted.  The  plan  of  allowing  teachers 
in  outlying  districts  to  receive  and  distribute  among  their 
pupils  such  books  as  are  desired,  these  being  carried  by  friendly 
hands  without  expense  to  the  town,  has  greatly  increased  the 
usefulness  of  the  library.  The  experiment  of  varnishing  books 
as  a  protection  against  soiling  has  been  tried.  So  far,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  successful.  Any  spots  or  dirt  may  be  removed 
with  a  damp  sponge,  leaving  the  cover  as  bright  as  ever.  The 
library  has  anticipated  the  coming  of  the  gypsy  and  the  brown- 
tail  moths,  by  making  itself  a  centre  of  information  regarding 
them.  The  librarian  prepared  picture  bulletins,  using  the 
pamphlets  sent  out  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.    These  were 
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hung  in  the  library  and  in  the  two  post-offices.  Two  cases 
were  prepared,  showing  both  moths  in  every  stage.  These  are 
on  exhibition  at  the  library.  Copies  of  the  Medford  "Mer- 
cury/^ showing  the  devastations  of  the  pests,  are  also  exhib- 
ited. Electric  lights,  in  place  of  the  old  gasolene  lights,  have 
been  installed  in  the  library  building.  A  portrait  of  the  late 
Hon.  Henry  S.  Nonrse,  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  the  library, 
has  been  presented  by  Miss  L.  A.  Nourse.  Col.  John  E.  Thayer 
has  given  $200  for  an  additional  supply  of  books  beyond  the 
town^s  appropriation;  and  a  benefactor  who  declines  being 
named  has  given  $50  for  the  purchase  of  books  relating  to 
the  fine  arts.  Other  gifts  of  artistic  and  historic  value  have 
been  received. 

Lanesborough.  The  relations  between  the  library  and  the  schools 
are  becoming  closer.  To  meet  a  growing  demand  from  very 
young  readers  and  a  lack  of  supplementary  reading  in  the 
schools,  a  selection  from  the  publications  of  the  Educational 
Publishing  Company  has  been  purchased,  which  are  in  great 
demand.     The  Browne  charging  system  has  been  introduced. 

Lawrence.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  larger  than  that  of 
1903.  There  has  been  a  notable  and  gratifying  gain  in  the 
use  of  the  reference  room.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
co-operate  with  the  teacher  of  Greek  and  Latin  history  at  the 
high  school.  Specially  prepared  lists  were  made  and  reserved 
in  the  reference  room  for  the  use  of  those  who  were  interested 
in  these  subjects.  That  the  effort  was  appreciated  was  evident 
from  the  numbers  that  were  daily  in  attendance  to  consult 
them.  The  children's  department  continues  to  grow  in  popular 
favor,  and  is  often  severely  taxed  for  room  for  those  who  wish 
to  use  it. 

Lee.  a  trial  contract  for  a  year  has  been  made  with  the  Tabard 
Inn,  as  a  means  of  meeting  the  demand  for  fiction.  During 
a  trial  of  about  four  months  it  has  proved  to  be  quite  popular 
with  readers  of  light  literature. 

Leicester.  Lists  of  books  prepared  for  each  grade,  from  the 
fourth  to  the  ninth  inclusive,  are  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher 
in  the  town.  It  is  expected  that  each  scholar  will  read  one  or 
more  books  monthly.  The  children  will  be  questioned  upon 
their  reading,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  one  giving  the 
most  thoughtful  and  grammatical  answers  will  receive  a  prize. 
The  school  superintendent  is  seeing  that  this  work  is  carried 
out.  This  plan  is  yet  in  the  embryo  stage,  yet  the  results,  so 
far,  have  been  good.    "  If  it  will  cause  one  boy  or  girl  to  love 
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and  understand  books  who  before  has  disdained  them^  the  time 
and  labor  put  upon  the  lists  by  the  librarian  will  not  have 
been  in  vain/' 

Lenox.  A  handsome  library  desk  and  new  carpets  have  been 
received.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  the  largest  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  library. 

Leominsteb.  Progress  has  been  made  in  every  department,  and 
the  usefulness  of  the  library  has  been  much  increased.  The 
statistics  show  a  marked  gain  over  previous  records,  and  the 
entire  year  has  been  one  of  progress.  A  number  of  articles  of 
local  historical  interest  has  been  added  to  the  museum.  Mr. 
James  M.  Bronson,  who  after  many  years  of  faithful  service 
resigned  the  librarianship  several  years  ago,  reached  the  end 
of  a  long  and  useful  life  in  October,  1904.  With  unfailing 
courtesy  and  fidelity  he  served  the  public  during  the  many 
years  when  the  library  and  reading  room  were  making  a  place 
for  themselves  in  the  public  esteem. 

Lexington.  The  use  made  of  the  library  in  1904  was  about  20 
per  cent,  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  This  is  attributed 
to  a  growth  of  the  literary  habit  in  the  community,  and  to  an 
extension  of  the  open  hours,  which  render  the  library  readily 
available  to  all.  A  new  library  building  is  being  erected  at 
the  comer  of  Clark  Street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue,  over- 
looking the  battle  ground.  It  will  have  a  shelving  capacity  of 
56,000  volumes,  and  all  the  conveniences  of  a  modem  library 
building.  It  is  to  be  a  gift  to  the  town  by  the  heirs  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Maria  (Hastings)  Gary  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a  native 
of  Lexington,  who  in  her  lifetime  and  by  her  will  was  a  gen- 
erous benefactor  of  the  town  and  the  library. 

Lincoln.  Teachers  of  the  public  schools  may  take  as  many  books 
as  they  desire  for  school  use,  subject  to  the  same  restrictions 
that  govern  the  withdrawal  of  books  by  other  borrowers. 

Longmeadow.  The  library  is  open  on  one  afternoon  in  the  week, 
and  is  well  patronized  then.  The  people  are  allowed  to  take 
as  many  books,  within  reasonable  limits,  as  they  may  wish. 
Special  regard  is  paid  to  the  needs  of  the  teachers  and  pupils 
of  the  schools,  and  the  former  may  draw  books  at  any  time 
during  the  week.  A  portrait  of  the  late  ex-Senator  Wolcott, 
who  was  bom  in  Longmeadow,  has  been  presented  by  his 
brother. 

Ludlow.  The  circulation  of  1904  showed  an  increase  of  26  per 
cent.,  and  the  attendance  in  the  reading  room  an  increase  of 
22  per  cent.    One  hundred  and  forty-five  new  books  were  pre- 
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sented  by  the  Ludlow  Manufactriring  Associates,  and  a  num- 
ber of  French  books  were  ordered.  No  pains  are  spared  to 
make  the  library  of  use  to  the  town^  and  an  increasing  appre- 
ciation of  its  worth  is  evident.  Miss  Mary  A.  Bimie  resigned 
the  librarianship  Aug.  1^  1904^  and  Miss  Edith  Crowninshield 
was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

LuNENBUBG.  Tcachers  of  the  public  schools  are  allowed  an  un- 
limited number  of  books  for  school  work,  and  an  increasing 
number  of  scholars  make  use  of  the  library  for  reference, 
study  and  home  reading. 

Lynn.  Books  are  sent  monthly  to  the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men^s 
Christian  Association  and  the  library  of  the  General  Electric 
Company,  where  they  are  delivered  for  home  use.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year  1904-05,  25  copies  of  six  different 
books,  selected  by  a  committee  of  the  Lynn  Educational  So- 
ciety, were  purchased  for  circulation  in  the  public  schools. 
The  books  were  "Eobinson  Crusoe,'*  "Tom  Brown's  School- 
days,'' "Hans  Brinker,"  "The  Wonder  Book,''  "Marmion," 
and  "Docas,  the  Indian  Boy  of  Santa  Clara."  During  the 
year  these  books  were  read  by  5,637  people.  Twenty-five 
copies  each  of  six  other  books  have  been  added  and  went  into 
circulation  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  school  year.  In 
February  was  begim  the  plan  of  inviting  the  outlying  schools 
to  go  to  the  library  on  Saturday  mornings,  to  listen  to  talks  on 
various  subjects,  which  are  illustrated  by  exhibitions  of  pho- 
tographs, stereographs,  colored  plates,  etc.  These  talks  are 
given  by  members  of  the  staff,  and  have  been  well  attended. 
Certain  grades  are  invited  for  special  dates,  thereby  ensuring 
an  attendance  which  can  be  comfortably  cared  for  in  the  lec- 
ture room.  The  work  with  the  blind  has  been  continued  with 
such  success  that  the  room  which  at  first  was  considered  large 
enough  has  been  found  to  be  too  small,  and  additional  accom- 
modations have  been  provided,  which  has  increased  the  attend- 
ance. Hon.  Frank  D.  Allen,  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  his 
wife,  the  late  Lucy  Rhodes  Allen,  has  presented  to  the  library 
a  painting  by  Giovanni  Francesco  Barbieri  (Guercino),  which 
will  be  hung  in  the  Memorial  Hall.  A  full-length  portrait 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  has  been  presented  by  Dr.  H.  P.  Leonard 
and  the  Lincoln  Club.  John  Clarkson  Houghton,  who  re- 
signed the  position  of  librarian  in  1904,  died  at  Lynn,  July 
26,  1905,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Lynnfield.  The  accommodations  at  the  town  hall  having  be- 
come inadequate  for  the  increasing  needs  of  the  library^  flie 
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old  school  building  near  the  common  has  been  altered  and 
improved,  and  the  library  is  now  in  possession  of  its  own  build- 
ing. The  charges  of  alteration  were  paid  from  the  fund  left 
by  the  late  George  L.  Hawkes.  A  bequest  of  $4,000  has  been 
received  by  the  will  of  the  late  George  N.  Blake  of  Boston,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books. 

Malden.  The  increased  circulation  of  1904  has  practically  been 
maintained  in  1905.  A  slight  decrease  in  eleven  months  was 
nearly  or  quite  in  the  use  of  fiction.  There  has  been  a  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  books  taken  from  the  children's 
library,  and  there  is  an  increase  in  books  taken  for  library 
use.  Additional  shelving  in  the  children's  room  has  allowed 
that  department  io  be  extended  to  about  4,600  volumes.  The 
school  library,  a  collection  held  apart  from  the  main  library 
for  school  use,  has  been  increased  to  about  1,700  volumes. 
The  school  service  has  been  enlarged  by  furnishing  books  for 
the  third  grade,  one  grade  lower  than  before.  This  year, 
books  on  pedagogics,  ethics  and  other  subjects  useful  to  the 
teachers,  have  been  drawn  from  the  main  collection  and  deliv- 
ered with  the  school  libraries.  This  appears  to  have  been 
found  to  be  of  much  advantage.  Books  for  the  Boys'  Club 
and  the  evening  school  are  taken  from  the  school  collection. 
Books  are  now  furnished  to  the  Edgeworth  Mission  Chapel. 
The  former  upward  movement  in  the  Sunday  attendance  has 
not  continued  during  the  year.  Daniel  L.  Milliken,  who  had 
been  a  trustee  during  tweniy-four  years,  died  March  3,  1905. 

Manchester.  The  circulation  has  slightly  increased, .  and  the 
percentage  of  fiction  delivered  has  slightly  decreased.  The 
children  are  turning  to  nature  studies.  Stories  of  animals, 
birds  and  insects  interest  them.  The  Browne  system  of  charg- 
ing is  used,  and  gives  perfect  satisfaction.  The  librarian 
says :  "  For  twelve  years  all  persons  belonging  to  the  town, 
summer  residents  and  boarders,  over  ten  years  of  age,  have 
been  allowed  the  freedom  of  the  alcoves.  Upon  the  whole,  it 
works  well." 

Mansfield.  The  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Fanny  J.  Morse,  an  old 
resident  of  the  town,  contains  a  bequest  of  $1,000  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  library. 

Marblehead.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  slightly  larger  than 
that  of  1903.  Since  the  card  catalogue  was  installed  it  has 
been  in  constant  use  by  both  old  and  yoimg.  "  None  consult 
it  more  frequently  than  do  the  children;  and  if  they  thus 
acquire  the  habit  of  searching  out  for  themselves  information 
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that  they  may  want^  instead  of  depending  upon  others  to  do  it 
for  them^  it  will  be  to  them  a  nfiefnl  difldpline,  and  in  iheir 
maturer  years  will  be  more  helpful  to  them  than  the  boob 
they  are  now  reading/^  Complaint  is  made  of  a  lack  of  room, 
which  has  been  met  by  temporary  expedients  which  will  soon 
be  exhausted. 

Marion.  The  books  have  been  rearranged.  The  teachers  and 
pupils  of  the  schools  use  the  library  freely  for  reference  woik 
and  general  school  reading. 

Marlborough.  This  library  is  recovering  from  the  effects  of  the 
fire  which  destroyed  its  collection  in  December,  1902,  and 
such  works  in  each  department  of  literature  as  are  found 
lacking  are  being  added  as  fast  as  possible.  The  total  number 
of  volumes  at  the  close  of  1904  was  13,580.  Monthly  lists  are 
printed  in  the  local  papers.  Many  valuable  gifts  have  been 
received,  including  a  collection  of  letters  and  papers  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  the  town,  from  the  estate  of  the 
Rev.  Horatio  Alger,  for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  given  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Augusta  A.  Cheney  of 
Natick.  A  branch  library  was  established  in  the  Robin  Hill 
district  in  April,  1905. 

Marshfield.  Ventress  Free  Public  Library.  A  slight  decrease 
in  the  circulation  of  1904  is  noted,  but  the  library  is  well 
patronized,  and  the  reading  is  becoming  a  necessity.  Deliver- 
ies are  made  semi-weekly  at  the  main  library,  and  weekly  at 
the  seven  outlying  post-offices  of  the  town.  As  the  library  is 
in  the  same  building  as  the  high  school,  it  has  become  of 
great  use  in  the  school  work. 

Mattapoisett.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  King  have  given  the  sum  of 
$500,  which  is  being  invested  in  books,  largely  non-fiction. 

Medford.  The  circulation  of  1904  showed  a  slight  gain  over  that 
of  the  preceding  tH^'o  years.  The  work  of  the  library,  although 
prosecuted  under  some  disadvantages,  owing  to  the  illness  of 
members  of  the  staff,  and  especially  owing  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  book  accommodations  of  the  building,  has  maintained 
its  usual  standard  of  excellence.  There  is  a  constant  increase 
in  the  number  of  book  borrowers  from  year  to  year,  and  the 
facilities  which  the  library  in  its  various  departments  furnishes 
the  public  are  satisfactorily  utilized.  Books  are  sent  to  every 
school  room  in  the  city,  with  the  exception  of  the  kindergartens 
and  the  high  school,  the  latter  having  a  good  library  of  its 
own.     Teachers  of  the  high  school  may  select  such  books  as 
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they  may  need  in  school  work,  limited  only  by  the  capacity  of 
the  library.  Books  sent  to  the  schools  have  no  connection  with 
the  school  studies,  but  are  chosen  to  create  a  taste  for  better 
reading.  They  may  be  taken  to  the  homes  of  the  pupils,  or 
they  may  be  used  in  the  schools  at  the  option  of  the  teacher. 
The  exchanges  are  made  every  six  weeks,  and  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation is  paid  from  the  school  appropriation.  By  this 
means  the  library  has  become  an  important  part  of  the  educa- 
tional establishment  of  the  city,  and  is  recognized  as  such  by 
the  school  authorities.  The  work  has  now  been  extended  by 
sending  books  to  such  Sunday-schools  as  desire  them.  Books 
are  now  delivered  at  five  stations,  at  two  of  which  exchanges 
are  made  semi-weekly,  and  at  the  others  weekly.  Miss  Lucy 
M.  T.  Brayton,  who  was  for  five  years  at  the  head  of  the  chil- 
dren's department,  died  Oct.  20,  1904.  To  her  untiring  zeal 
and  loving,  faithful  and  efficient  service  was  due  in  a  great 
measure  the  success  of  the  department. 

Melrose.  A  decrease  in  the  circulation  of  1904  may  be  attributed 
to  the  discontinuance  of  the  branch  at  Melrose  Highlands,  and 
the  closing  of  the  library  during  the  removal  to  the  new  build- 
ing. The  average  daily  circulation  was  larger  than  in  1903. 
The  facilities  for  undisturbed  reading  offered  by  the  new  build- 
ing have  been  appreciated,  as  is  shown  by  the  large  number  of 
people  using  the  reading  room.  The  children's  room  has  had 
a  corresponding  patronage.  The  open-shelf  system  has  ap- 
parently been  popular  with  readers,  but  it  "occasions  much 
more  labor  for  the  librarian  and  her  assistants  in  keeping  the 
shelves  in  order  and  the  books  each  in  its  proper  place.''  The 
1,000  volumes  presented  by  the  late  Daniel  W.  (Jooch,  which 
have  been  stored  for  many  years,  have  been  placed  in  a  room 
in  the  basement,  called  the  Gooch  Library.  These  books 
record  congressional  action  during  and  inmiediately  after  the 
civil  war,  and  are  of  much  value. 

Mendon.  Mrs.  Annie  E.  Barnes  resigned  as  librarian  at  the  close 
of  1904,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill. 
The  almost  obsolete  custom  of  covering  new  books  has  been 
abandoned.  The  preparation  of  a  complete  card  catalogue  is 
recommended  by  the  trustees.  A  drawing  of  the  meeting 
house  built  in  1668  has  been  hung  in  the  library. 

Merrimac.  The  usefulness  of  the  library  is  attested  by  an  increase 
of  25  per  cent,  in  the  circulation  of  1904  over  that  of  1903.  A 
file  of  the  Merrimac  "  Budget "  has  been  presented  by  the 
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publisher.     A  collection  of  books  has  been  placed  where  it 
may  be  accessible  to  all. 

MiDDLEBOROUOH.  Although  the  library  was  closed  seven  weeb 
preparatory  and  during  the  removal  into  the  new  buildings  the 
circulation  of  1904  showed  a  gain  of  46  per  cent,  over  that  of 
1903.  This  is  due  to  the  adoption  of  the  two-card  system, 
and  the  stimulus  which  a  new  building  gives  to  public  interest 
The  age  limit  has  been  reduced  from  fourteen  years  to  ten. 
Books  are  reserved  by  the  postal-card  system.  Of  the  so-called 
popular  novels^  duplicates  are  purchased  when  thought  ad- 
visable, but  in  many  instances,  after  a  few  weeks,  one  copy  is 
all-sufficient;  and  it  does  not  seem  wise,  in  a  small  library,  to 
fill  the  shelves  with  too  many  useless  books,  many  of  which 
are  dead  in  a  year.  Lists  of  new  books  are  printed  in  the  local 
newspaper.  The  reading  room  has  daily  and  weekly  news- 
papers on  file,  among  which  are  nine  religious  weekly  papers, 
the  gift  of  societies  and  individuals  representing  different  de- 
nominations. This  room  is  open  on  Sundays  from  2  until  7 
P.M.,  and  has  the  Sunday  papers.  In  the  children's  room  the 
children  have  free  access  to  the  shelves,  and  the  bulletin  always 
contains  something  seasonable  to  interest  or  instruct.  The 
librarian  adds :  "  If  the  library  is  right  at  all,  surely  no  more 
fertile  or  profitable  field  for  usefulness  can  be  found  than  thii 
work  among  the  children.^'  Thirty-two  teachers  have  special 
cards,  and  are  allowed  to  draw  an  almost  imlimited  number 
of  books  for  school  work. 

MiDDLETON.  The  books  are  classified  by  the  Dewey-Cutter  system, 
and  the  Browne  charging  system  is  used.  The  school  children 
are  brought  to  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  occupy  one  building; 
and  the  teachers  and  pupils  have  the  use  of  all  the  books  they 
need  for  reference  and  reading.  The  teachers  draw  the  books 
which  are  needed  by  the  scholars  in  school  work.  The  scholais 
of  the  town  who  attend  the  high  school  in  Danvers  improve 
.  the  library  for  reference  and  reading. 

Milton.  The  new  building  has  proved  to  be  a  good  working 
library.  Several  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
general  service.  The  age  limit  of  twelve  years  has  been  aban- 
doned, so  that  children  of  all  ages  may  now  have  cards.  Bor- 
rowers are  allowed  as  many  books  at  one  time  as  they  may 
need,  provided  that  but  one  is  a  "  seven-day  *'  book.  If  books 
are  needed  for  special  study,  they  are  issued  for  any  reasonable 
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time  which  the  borrower  may  require.  The  privilege  of  taking 
as  many  books  as  necessary  has  been  greatly  appreciated,  and 
has  not  so  far  interfered  with  the  service.  After  a  trial  of 
twelve  months,  one  reading  room  has  been  given  up  and  a 
delivery  station  substituted,  with  a  small  deposit  of  books 
which  may  be  borrowed  in  the  usual  way.  Each  month  ten 
books  suitable  for  boys  and  men  are  sent  on  deposit  to  the 
principal  barber-shop  at  Milton  Village.  School  deposits  are 
made  monthly,  and  the  children's  librarian  visits  the  schools, 
to  find  how  she  can  make  the  library  more  useful  to  the  teach- 
ers. Some  schools  repori;  that  the  doing  away  with  the  age 
limit  has  lessened  the  circulation  from  those  schools,  as  the 
pupils  prefer  to  take  books  out  on  their  cards  rather  than  from 
the  school  deposit.  The  new  children's  room,  well  equipped 
and  beautiful  in  decoration,  has  been  very  popidar  with  the 
children.  Stereoscopic  views  are  used  to  convey  instruction 
as  well  as  pleasure.  When  books  illustrated  by  artists  of  note 
become  too  worn  for  circulation,  the  illustrations  are  cut  out 
and  grouped  in  pori:folio8.  Exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art 
Club  are  given  monthly;  and  several  hundred  photographs 
are  in  circulation.  In  December,  1904,  both  the  reading  room 
and  the  circulating  depariment  were  opened  on  Sundays  from 
12  until  6  P.M.,  and  so  continued  imtil  May  1.  At  first  books 
were  delivered  to  children,  as  well  as  adults ;  but  after  a  few 
Sundays  that  privilege  was  taken  away,  so  that  more  attention 
might  be  given  to  adults  who  could  not  come  to  the  library  at 
any  other  time.    The  experiment  was  considered  successful. 

Monroe.  The  librarv  of  this  town  is  divided  between  two  branches 
that  are  kept  in  private  houses.  For  lack  of  convenient  room, 
books  which  are  seldom  called  for  are  stored  in  another  pri- 
vate house  for  the  present.  Books  are  transferred  from  time 
to  time  between  the  branches.  Owing  to  the  distance  which 
some  have  to  travel  to  obtain  books,  the  establishment  of  an- 
other branch  will  be  desirable  when  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  books  will  allow.  The  books  are  quite  freely  used  by  the 
teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools. 

MoNSON.  There  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  circulation,  due 
to  the  two-book  system  adopted  about  two  years  ago,  and  the 
large  number  of  juvenile  card  holders.  The  age  limit  has 
been  reduced,  and  any  child  who  can  sign  the  registration 
blank  may  have  a  card.    Books  for  circulation  and  reference 
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have  been  added  to  meet  the  demands  of  teachers^  students  and 
clubs^  and  are  sent  to  the  several  schools  of  the  town  upon 
request. 

Monterey.  This  library  is  used  by  the  summer  visitors  as  wdl 
as  by  the  townspeople.  An  entertainment  by  the  former  gave 
an  opportunity  for  the  purchase  of  more  books.  Teachers  take 
as  many  books  as  are  needed  for  school  use,  and  retain  them 
as  long  as  is  necessary.    A  catalogue  is  being  made. 

Montgomery.  The  librarian  says:  "Our  library  is  still  a  source 
of  pleasure  and  profit  to  its  patrons.  The  interest  is  even 
greater  than  during  the  previous  years.  Our  list  of  books  is 
slowly  increasing.  Our  funds  are  very  limited,  so  that  the 
increase  is  necessarily  slow.  It  is  our  aim  to  keep  as  much  as 
possible  our  shelves  free  from  the  trashy  reading  that  simply 
entertains  for  the  moment,  and  creates  a  sordid  taste.  We  are 
glad  to  note  that  many  of  our  young  readers  call  for  the  books 
that  not  only  interest  but  instruct.  We  close  the  year  feeling 
that  the  library  has  well  fulfilled  its  mission,  and  b^in  the 
new  year  hoping  for  its  increased  sphere  of  usefulness,  through 
more  available  material." 

Nantucket.  Important  changes  have  been  made  during  the  year, 
by  which  the  library,  which  was  formerly  in  restricted  quar- 
ters in  the  rear  end  of  the  building,  has  been  given  the  entire 
lower  floor  of  the  Athenaeum  building.  Several  steel  stacks 
have  been  installed,  and  the  books  removed  and  rearranged. 

Natick.  !Morse  Institute  Library.  The  work  of  reorganization 
and  reclassification,  which  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Herbert  S. 
nirshberg,  has  been  continued.  The  Newark  charging  sys- 
tem has  been  installed,  and  is  rapidly  gaining  favor  because  of 
its  simplicity;  and  the  card  pocket  appeals  strongly  to  those 
who  were  alwavs  in  doubt  as  to  what  had  become  of  their 
cards.  The  privilege  of  having  books  retained  twenty-four 
hours,  on  leaving  one  cent  for  postal  notice,  without  giving 
up  the  borrower's  card  while  waiting,  is  much  appreciated. 
As  there  is  not  sufficient  room  for  open  shelves,  about  5,000 
volumes  have  been  ])laced  in  the  delivery  and  reference  rooms 
for  consultation.  Librarv  hours  have  been  increased,  and 
the  reading  room  is  open  on  Sunday  afternoons  except  through 
the.  summer  months.  Many  minor  improvements,  which  will 
increase  the  efficiencv  of  the  service,  have  been  made.  In  the 
children's  room  the  attendance  is  growing  in  a  gratifying  way. 
There  is  already  no  room  for  additional  books,  and  the  seating 
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capacit}'  is  often  inadequate.  The  circulation  in  this  depart- 
ment has  been  steadily  growing.  The  reading  rooms  main- 
tain their  popularity,  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
accommodations  are  not  equal  to  the  demand  made  upon  them. 

Needham.  The  library  in  the  new  Carnegie  building  at  High- 
landville  is  having  a  rapid  growth.  Its  use  by  juvenile  read- 
ers in  the  evening  is  large,  and  at  times  the  chairs  are  all 
occupied.  In  relation  to  the  old  library  the  trustees  say :  "  In 
view  of  the  comparatively  few  new  books  placed  during  1904 
in  the  older  library,  it  is  perhaps  remarkable  that  the  use  of 
it  has  continued  to  the  extent  that  it  has.  The  number  of 
readers  who  frequent  this  library  has  increased,  and  there  are 
many  people  who  derive  much  pleasure  from  it." 

New  Bedford.  The  addition  of  a  new  gallery  and  stacks  pro- 
vided additional  room  for  about  15,000  volumes,  but  there  is 
still  a  great  need  of  more  room.  Attention  is  called  to  the 
necessity  of  enlarged  reading  room  accommodations,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  great  need  of  a  children's  room.  There  can 
be  no  permanent  improvement  until  the  time  shall  come  when 
a  new  library  building  can  be  provided.  The  library  main- 
tains two  branch  libraries,  delivery  stations  at  three  stores  and 
deposit  stations  at  six  engine  houses,  one  school  building  and 
at  the  Unity  House.  A  deposit  station  has  also  been  estab- 
lished at  a  summer  resort  in  the  suburbs.  The  school  service 
is  attended  to  on  requisitions  of  the  teachers  and  pupils.  A 
class  of  pupil  teachers  from  a  training  school  has  been  given 
instruction  in  library  methods  during  the  year,  with  good 
results.  Also,  some  attention  has  been  paid  to  supplying  the 
wants  of  blind  readers.  Numerous  bulletins  and  reading  lists 
have  been  arranged  to  meet  the  popular  demand. 

Newburyport.  Newburyport  Public  Library.  An  increase  of 
about  10  per  cent,  is  reported  in  the  circulation  of  1904.  There 
is  no  branch  of  this  library,  but  books  are  sent  freely  to  the 
South  End  Beading  Boom,  as  they  are  asked  for.  A  bequest 
of  $1,000  has  been  received  under  the  will  of  the  late  Greorge 
Haskell. 

South  End  Beading  Boom.  This  reading  room  and  library, 
in  that  portion  of  the  city  locally  known  as  Joppa,  had  its 
beginnings  in  January,  1900,  by  the  exertions  of  Miss  Emma 
M.  Lander  and  Miss  Anna  L.  Coffin,  after  efforts  had  failed 
to  procure  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  city  library. 
The  need  of  a  suitable  place  as  a  reading  room  for  young 
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people  was  so  imperative  that  an  independent  movement  was 
made,  with  favorable  results.  Money  and  books  were  given, 
and  an  annual  appropriation  of  $200,  which  has  been  inr 
creased  to  $250,  was  granted  by  the  city  government.  FaiiSj 
entertainments  and  gifts  make  up  the  sum  of  its  income.  It 
was  the  desire  of  the  founders  that  the 'institution  might  be- 
come incorporated  ^^that  it  might  not  be  dependent  upon 
either  the  life  or  supervision  of  one  person,  but  would  have 
years  of  usefulness  and  helpfulness  ahead  of  it/'  This  was 
accomplished  in  January,  1904.  A  little  later  a  successful 
effort  to  collect  a  building  fund  was  begun^  To  this  fnnd 
William  H.  Swasey  contributed  the  sum  of  $1,050,  and  tte 
fund  was  completed  by  other  liberal  givers.  A  suitable  build- 
ing, purchased  and  fitted  up  at  a  cost  of  about  $3,800,  was 
dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises,  July  20,  1905.  One  of 
the  founders  said,  in  her  dedicatory  address :  **  The  two  teach- 
ers who  have  carried  on  the  work  of  this  association  have 
given  the  best  years  of  their  lives  to  the  cause  of  education 
in  this  ward.  If  the  reading  room  and  library  proves  to  be 
a  continuance  of  their  work,  an  educational  centre  for  this 
part  of  the  city,  an  incentive  to  ambitious  boys  and  girls  to 
employ  their  time  wisely  and  to  make  the  most  of  their  oppor- 
tunities, if  to  the  sick  or  weary  it  alleviates  the  dreary  hours, 
if  to  many  it  becomes  either  an  inspiration  or  help,  the  wishes 
of  its  founders  will  be  realized/^  The  library  is  free  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  south  end  of  the  city.  It  is  governed  bv  a 
board  of  directors,  with  Miss  Lander  as  secretary  and  manager 
and  Miss  Coffin  as  treasurer. 

New  Marlborough.  The  town  library  is  distributed  among  the 
five  villages,  as  was  stated  in  the  report  of  last  year.  There  is 
at  Xew  Marlborough  Village  a  small,  unnamed  library,  the 
gift  of  friends  and  summer  visitors,  which  is  under  the  care 
of  the  town  librarian.  The  Se\Tnour  Library  Association  at 
Southfield  has  a  collection  which  in  past  years  has  been  free 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  village,  but  a  small  fee  is  now 
charged  for  its  use.  Its  librarian  has  the  charge  of  the  branch 
of  the  town  library. 

Newton.  The  circulation,  which  had  declined  steadily  for  three 
years,  shows  an  upward  tendency,  that  of  1904  giving  an  ex- 
cess of  11,000  over  that  of  1903.  Nearly  60  per  cent,  of  the 
present  circulation  is  made  through  the  four  branch  libraries 
and  seven  delivery  stations.     From  100  to  600  volumes,  fre- 
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quentlv  exchanged,  are  deposited  at  each  of  the  branches.  The 
reading  rooms  connected  with  the  branches  are  centrally  lo- 
cated, and  are  extending  their  usefulness  in  many  ways.  They 
are  patronized  evenings  by  a  large  class  of  working  people, 
who  appear  to  be  anxious  to  improve  their  minds  and  keep  in 
touch  with  the  current  topics  of  the  day.  The  children's  room 
is  already  taxed  to  its  full  extent.  Teachers  are  making  use 
of  the  room  by  sending  scholars  for  books  in  connection  with 
school  work,  and  by  asking  that  pictures  on  various  subjects 
be  hung  there.  A  teacher  took  her  class  to  the  room  to  show 
the  pupils  the  uses  and  abuses  of  the  library.  The  age  limit 
has  been  abandoned.  The  old  custom  of  covering  books,  now 
nearly  obsolete,  has  practically  ceased  in  this  library.  Uncov- 
ered books  are  more  attractive  and  easier  of  selection,  and  the 
change  has  met  with  hearty  approval.  All  of  the  public 
schools  and  many  of  the  private  schools  share  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  books.  Resident  teachers  may  have  an  extra  number 
of  volumes.  A  gift  of  $200  has  been  received  from  the  estate 
of  Miss  E.  L.  Eand.  A  bequest  of  $5,000  by  the  late  John  C. 
ChafiSn,  a  constant  and  generous  friend  of  the  library,  has 
been  received,  "  the  income  thereof  to  be  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  books  of  an  instructive  and  elevating  character,  in- 
cluding standard  works  of  biography,  travel  and  science.^'  A 
portrait  of  Mr.  Chaffin  has  been  placed  in  the  library,  and  a 
portrait  of  the  late  Miss  Hannah  P.  James,  a  former  librarian 
of  this  library,  has  been  presented  by  the  Hon.  Isaac  T.  Burr. 

North  Adams.  A  decrease  in  the  circulation  of  1904  was  caused 
by  a  smallpox  epidemic  in  the  early  fall  months,  which  af- 
fected the  library,  as  it  did  ever3rthing  else  in  the  city.  Juve- 
nile books  were  formerly  kept  in  the  main  library,  but,  as 
the  stacks  are  high  and  the  passages  narrow,  there  was  much 
inconvenience.  A  new  delivery  room  with  low  shelves  has 
l>een  opened,  which,  although  already  crowded,  is  a  great  im- 
jirovement.  As  a  result,  the  percentage  of  classified  fiction 
has  risen  one-half.  Stories,  illustrated  as  far  as  possible,  were 
told  during  the  summer  to  a  room  filled  with  interested  chil- 
dren. There  has  been  increased  co-operation  between  the 
library  and  the  schools;  more  of  the  teachers  are  asking  that 
lists  be  sent  to  them.  Teachers  say  that  they  can  pick  out 
"  library  boys  and  girls ''  by  their  brightness  in  their  studies. 

Northampton.  Forbes  Library.  The  chief  innovation  at  this 
library  has  been  the  purchase  of  the  8,000  volumes  of  the  A.. 
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L.  A.  catalogue,  and  the  purchase  of  the  complete  list  of  1,000 
best  novels  of  the  Newark  Public  Library  list.  The  catalogues 
of  these  collections  have  been  sold  at  cost,  and  the  public 
seems  to  have  welcomed  the  change.  A  notable  development  in 
int^r-library  loans  has  been  made,  by  which  the  use  of  the 
books  of  the  A.  L.  A.  colleqtion  is  offered  to  the  smaller  Mas- 
sachusetts libraries  in  a  circular  which  has  been  issued  by 
Mr.  Cutter.  He  says:  "All  of  these  books  are  available  to 
your  readers  through  inter-library  loan,  under  the  condition 
that  you  pay  transportation  both  ways,  and  be  responsible  for 
the  immediate  return  of  the  books  when  they  are  called  for  by 
this  library.  This  does  not  apply  to  fiction,  which  will  not  be 
sent  unless  there  is  some  extraordinary  reason  why  it  should 
be.^^ 

Northampton  Public  Library'.  The  trustees  say:  "The  li- 
brary has  made  some  progress.  It  has  not  only  purchased 
new  books,  but  it  has  employed  new  methods.  It  has  offered 
special  inducements  to  the  young,  by  furnishing  lists  and 
nominal  premiums  for  study.  It  has  also  offered  to  all  classes 
increased  facilities  for  reading  and  reference,  and  has  made 
its  catalogues  more  complete  and  specific.*^  A  slight  gain  in 
the  circulation  of  1904  is  attributed  to  freer  access  to  the 
shelves.  A  children's  comer  has  been  provided  and  furnished 
with  books,  which  are  freely  used  by  the  children.  The  course 
of  vacation  reading  for  children  during  the  simimer  months, 
which  proved  so  successful  in  1904,  was  even  more  popular 
and  successful  in  1905.  The  Lilly  Free  Librar}^  appears  in 
the  library  report  as  the  Florence  branch,  for  which  the  Lilly 
Library  Association  expended  $359.06  for  books  and  periodi- 
cals in  1904.  Over  one-third  of  the  books  circulated  at  this 
branch  in  1904  was  furnished  by  the  Forbes  Library. 
North  Attleborough.  A  new  catalogue  has  been  printed, 
"which  fills  a  long-felt  need,  as  no  catalogue  has  been  pub- 
lished since  1890.  Although  there  has  been  the  card  cata- 
logue, there  was  a  growing  necessity  for  one  the  people  could 
use  in  their  homes."  Among  the  gifts  of  the  year,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Barrows,  Jr.,  "added  at  Christmas  time  25  vol- 
umes of  children's  books  to  the  Maude  Barrows  Memorial, 
which  memorial  continues  to  be  a  never-failing  pleasure  to 
the  children.^'  A  gift  of  books  from  the  library  of  the  late 
Henry  Rice  contained  a  complete  set  of  the  "  North  American 
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Eeview."  In  school  work  the  librarian  and  the  teacher  of 
English  literature  in  the  high  school  make  a  list  of  six  books 
for  each  class,  all  of  which  are  required  to  be  read  during  the 
year.  This  list  contains  books  in  biography,  history,  travel 
and  fiction.  Essays  upon  the  books  read  are  also  required. 
There  is  also  a  large  general  list  of  books  for  the  entire  school, 
ten  books  of  which  must  be  read  during  the  year.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  this  method  will  increase  the  use  of  good  literature. 

NoRTHBOROUGH.  One  himdred  dollars  worth  of  books  for  chil- 
dren and  youth  has  been  given  by  Mrs.  Louisa  Dudley  Brooks 
of  New  York.  Several  old  books  and  documents  of  local 
interest  have  been  presented,  and  the  trustees  renew  an  appeal 
for  books,  papers  and  objects  having  a  relation  to  the  history 
of  the  town  and  its  vicinity.  For  several  years  there  has  been 
a  steady  progress  in  the  use  of  the  library.  While  the  popula- 
tion of  the  town  may  not  be  increasing,  each  year  has  shown  a 
larger  number  of  patrons  and  a  marked  increase  in  use  by 
minors.  More  has  been  done  to  co-operate  with  the  teachers 
in  the  public  schools,  and  the  teachers,  in  turn,  have  inter- 
ested more  pupils  in  the  library. 

North  Brookfteld.  There  is  a  steadv  increase  in  the  demand 
for  good  literature,  which  is  shown  in  a  low  percentage  of 
fiction  circulated  in  1904.  The  attendance  in  the  reading  and 
reference  rooms  has  been  very  good.  Exhibitions  of  pictures 
loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association  have  been  given. 

NoRTHFiELD.  The  relics  and  antiques  in  the  museum  have  been 
carefully  and  systematically  catalogued.  In  relation  to  school 
work  in  1904  the  trustees  say :  "  It  will  be  seen  that  the  num- 
ber of  books  taken  by  the  public  schools  has  decreased  nearly 
one-half.  This  is  to  be  regretted.  It  is  hoped  that  the  school 
superintendent  and  teachers  will  devise  ways  and  means  to 
increase  the  service  of  the  library  in  the  public  schools.  This 
is  one  of  the  important  uses  of  a  public  library,  and  should 
be  carefully  fostered."  The  use  of  the  reading  room  is  in- 
creasing. Mr.  Montague  Chamberlain  has  made  a  generous 
gift  of  books  and  pamphlets,  most  of  which  deal  with  bird 
lore.  In  purchasing,  "particular  attention  is  bestowed  upon 
books  which  shall  both  please  and  educate  the  young,  and  thus 
co-operate  with  parents  and  teachers.  Another  aim  of  the 
committee  is  to  buy  books  adaptijd  to  life  in  the  country  and 
the  needs  of  the  practical  farmer.     One  of  the  highest  ends 
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of  the  library  wovild  be  fulfilled  if  the  farmers  of  the  town 
could  be  induced  to  look  to  it  to  furnish  them  with  such 
books  and  magazines  as  might  profit  them/' 

Oakham.  The  library  has  been  recatalogued.  A  delivery  route, 
which  is  well  patronized,  is  maintained  through  the  village  of 
Coldbrook.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Charles  Fobes  of  Peters- 
ham a  bequest  of  $4,000  has  been  received  for  a  library 
building,  and  Mrs.  Maria  T.  F.  Rugg  of  Oakham  has  given  a 
convenient  comer  lot  for  its  site. 

Orange.  Additional  furniture  has  enlarged  the  accommodatioiifl 
for  reference  work.  In  the  selection  of  books  the  aim  has 
been  to  meet  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  patrons,  as  far  as 
possible.  The  needs  of  the  public  schools  and  the  study  clubs 
have  been  considered,  as  well  as  the  demand  for  popular  fic- 
tion, and  the  trustees  would  have  been  even  more  generous 
had  the  fimds  been  adequate.  The  resources  of  the  library 
have  been  much  enriched  by  a  generous  gift  of  music,  scores 
of  operas,  oratorios,  piano  and  vocal  collections,  from  William 
S.  Johnson  of  Athol.  J.  W^  Wheeler  of  Orange  has  presented 
bound  volumes  of  the  "  Youth's  Companion,''  a  valuable  addi- 
tion to  the  juvenile  department.  Many  public  documents  of 
value  are  constantly  received  from  the  government,  which 
have  been  arranged  in  a  case  for  ready  consultation.  The 
increase  of  young  readers  is  constant,  and  all  depari;ments  of 
the  library  resources  are  well  tested  by  their  demands,  which 
contribute  to  the  ever-present  need  for  the  best  literary  pro- 
ductions and  works  of  reference  on  general  subjects. 

Orleans.  Teachers  of  the  public  schools  are  allowed  to  take  as 
many  books  as  they  wish,  and  to  retain  them  during  the  tenn, 
or  as  long  as  they  are  in  use.  Special  efforts  have  been  made 
during  the  present  year  to  procure  books  for  young  children, 
and  they  have  been  eageriy  taken. 

Otis.  Responsible  families,  living  five  or  more  miles  from  the 
library,  and  sometimes  a  mile  or  more  from  neighbors^  are 
allowed  to  take  twenty  or  thirty  books  and  keep  them  for  six 
or  eight  weeks,  or  longer  if  it  is  desirable.  Teachers  are  given 
every  opportunity  for  the  use  of  books  in  school  work.  Some 
make  selections  which  are  kept  at  the  schools  for  the  use  of 
the  children. 

Oxford.  The  circulation  is  increasing.  The  relations  with  the 
schools  are  close.  Teachers  and  pupils  take  what  books  they 
need  in  school  work,  and  may  retain  them  a  reasonable  time. 
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Two  books,  but  one  of  which  may  be  fiction,  may  be  taken  on 
one  card.  The  school  exhibitions  of  drawings  have  been  given 
at  the  library.  A  wish  is  expressed  that  the  library  may  be 
made  as  much  as  possible  a  social  centre.  Some  relics  of 
local  historical  interest  have  been  received. 

Peabody.  The  circulation  has  increased,  and  the  percentage  of 
fiction  delivered  continues  to  decline,  year  by  year.  The  issu- 
ing of  a  second  or  non-fiction  card,  the  constant  display  of 
the  latest  accessions  of  the  higher  classes  of  literature  upon 
open  shelves,  are  the  chief  causes  of  the  decrease  in  fiction.  A 
weekly  delivery  station  is  maintained  at  West  Peabody. 
"  Teachers  in  the  West  and  South  Peabody  schools  select 
thirty  or  forty  books,  which  are  charged  to  the  school  and  sent 
by  messenger.  These  are  retained  six  or  eight  weeks,  the 
teachers  in  the  different  grades  seeing  to  the  circulation  of  the 
books  in  their  respective  rooms.  Teachers  in  the  central  por- 
tion of  the  town  select  what  books  they  need,  which  are  charged 
to  them,  without  the  use  of  a  card.  There  is  practically  no 
limit  to  the  number  of  books  a  teacher  may  take  in  this  way 
for  her  personal  use  or  for  the  pupils  in  her  room.^* 

Pelham.  The  room  occupied  by  the  library  in  the  town  hall  has 
been  enlarged,  and  is  now  both  commodious  and  attractive. 
Books  to  the  number  of  twenty  at  one  time  are  loaned  to  teach- 
ers for  school  work.  A  travelling  librar}'  is  loaned  by  the 
Woman's  Education  Association,  to  be  exchanged  at  the  end 
of  a  year.  Pictures  are  loaned  by  the  same  association,  which 
are  instructive  and  make  the  library  room  more  attractive. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  books  have  been  presented  by 
the  Brookline  Public  Library.  A  small  branch  library  has 
been  established  at  West  Pelham. 

Pepperell.  The  age  limit  is  eight  years,  and  the  two-book  sys- 
tem is  used.  Teachers  of  the  public  schools  have  special  priv- 
ileges. There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reference 
department  by  the  young  people. 

Phillipstox.  A  collection  of  books  is  held  for  the  use  of  the 
schools,  and  are  taken  by  the  teachers  as  wanted.  Three 
schools  are  deliverv  stations. 

PiTTSPiELD.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  in  advance  of  that  of 
1903.  The  Bodley  books  are  used,  "  and  the  people  demand 
them,  with  seemingly  as  much  zest  as  ever.'^  The  demands 
on  the  reference  department  have  increased  in  variety  and  ex- 
tent.    More  historical  information  has  been  called  for,  and 
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more  ethical,  technical  and  genealogical  questions  haye  been 
presented,  while  less  wagers  have  been  decided  and  fewer  puz- 
zles have  been  brought  for  solution.  An  important  special 
work,  which  may  be  commended  to  libraries  possessing  files 
of  local  newspapers,  has  been  the  indexing  of  the  Pittsfield 
"  Sun  "  from  its  beginning  in  1800  to  May,  1905.  This  in- 
volved the  examination  of  each  article  in  the  paper,  and  the 
selection  of  those  which  should  be  indexed.  This  index  has 
been  copied  upon  cards  for  library  use,  and  is  to  be  printed  by 
the  Sun  Company  as  a  supplement,  and  also  in  pamphlet  form. 
All  the  pamphlets,  "which  had  hitherto  been  inaccessible, 
except  as  entered  in  the  old  printed  catalogue/'  have  been  re- 
arranged and  recatalogued.  The  report  of  the  librarian,  which 
appeared  in  the  bulletin  for  July,  can  hardly  be  quoted  except 
in  exienso.  As  it  raises  and  answers  questions  which  occnr 
to  many  librarians,  sometimes  in  a  discouraging  way,  it  is 
eminently  worthy  of  a  perusal.  One  sentence  may  be  a  consola- 
tion, if  remembered  at  times.  "We  simply  can't  stop  grow- 
ing if  we  would,  and  if  we  could  we  would  nof 

Plainville.  The  village  of  Plainville  formerly  enjoyed  the  ben- 
efit of  a  station  of  the  Wrentham  Public  Library,  which  was 
discontinued  upon  the  recent  incorporation  of  the  new  town. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  effect  the  establishment  of  a  library. 

Plymouth.  The  use  of  the  reading  room  has  largely  increased. 
A  collection  of  about  150  books  has  been  sent  to  Manomet  for 
distribution.  This  is  not  properly  a  branch  as  yet,  but  is 
simply  a  loan  taken  in  charge  by  a  local  club. 

Plympton.  The  librar}'^  is  freely  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  and  is  kept  well  supplied  with  books.  Teachers  have 
always  had  all  needed  privileges  as  regards  books  for  school 
work. 

Prescott.  One  of  the  branch  libraries  serves  a  few  families  living 
over  the  town  lines  in  New  Salem  and  Greenwich,  a  neigh- 
borly service  which  might  be  imitated,  with  good  results,  in 
other  localities.  The  public  schools  have  free  use  of  the  library 
and  branches,  and  any  school  may  take  six  books  at  a  time. 
Henry  L.  Berry,  who  had  been  librarian  since  the  library  was 
established  in  1891,  resigned  in  August,  and  Miss  Flora  A 
Griswold  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Lists  of  books  added 
during  the  year  are  printed  in  the  town  reports,  so  that  each 
family  may  have  a  copy. 
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Princeton.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  the  largest  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  library.  The  gain  was  mainly  due  to  the  increased 
use  of  the  library  by  the  summer  people.  Edward  A.  Qood- 
now,  the  donor  of  the  library  building,  died  at  Worcester,  Feb. 
1,  1905.  By  his  will  the  library  receives  a  bequest  of  $1,000. 
Books  have  been  deposited  at  the  house  of  Miss  Edith  Eoper 
in  East  Hubbardston  for  the  use  of  the  people  in  that  village 
and  the  west  part  of  Princeton.  The  public  school  teachers 
have  free  access  to  the  library  at  all  times. 

Provincetown.  Four  hundred  and  sixteen  summer  visitors  took 
2,216  volumes  in  1904.  Formerly,  strangers  were  allowed  the 
privileges  of  the  library  without  payment;  but  the  large  num- 
ber of  people  who  availed  themselves  of  this  liberty  so  crowded 
out  the  home  people  that  it  was  found  desirable  to  charge  the 
small  fee  of  twenty-five  cents  for  the  season  to  strangers. 
During  the  months  of  July  and  August  of  the  present  year  an 
increase  of  work  caused  the  employment  of  an  assistant,  ;w'ho8e 
services  proved  very  satisfactory. 

QuiNCY.  Delivery  stations  are  maintained  at  Atlantic,  WoUaston 
and  West  Quincy,  with  very  good  results.  The  circulation  of 
1904  shows  a  slight  increase  in  the  use  of  fiction,  which  still 
stands  at  a  low  rate,  —  61.04.  Three  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  volumes  were  loaned  from  the  Bodley  Club  Library. 
"  This  library  has  proved  a  success.  The  only  diflSculty  is  the 
securing  of  the  books.  The  possible  selection  is  not  so  large 
as  might  be  wished,  so  that  the  librarian  is  not  able  to  fill  out 
her  full  list.  If  this  could  be  done,  the  circulation  might  be 
very  largely  increased,  as  the  books  are  no  sooner  placed  in  the 
revolving  bookcase  than  they  are  immediately  taken.  The 
main  difficulty  is  to  get  them  returned  in  time  to  send  for  a 
new  supply.  The  books  are  of  the  average  quality  of  fiction, 
neither  very  good  nor  very  bad.  The  number  of  books  loaned 
by  no  means  represents  their  circulation.^^  The  trustees  re- 
port "the  absence  of  any  facilities  in  the  way  of  a  reading 
room  where  adult  persons  could  read  or  consult  reference  books 
undisturbed  by  the  noise  and  presence  of  the  children,  who 
fiock  to  the  library  in  afternoons."  A  temporary  remedy  has 
been  applied,  but  it "  is  only  a  postponement  of  the  much-needed 
reading  room,  whereby  the  advantages  of  the  library  can  be 
more  largely  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  public,  especially  of 
students  and  teachers."    A  bronze  tablet  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
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Clarissa  Starkey  Crane,  one  of  the  donors  of  the  buildings  has 
been  placed  upon  the  walls  of  the  library  by  her  son,  Albert 
Crane. 

Randolph.  The  circidation  of  1904  showed  a  slight  increase.  The 
teachers  took  about  one-third  more  books  on  the  special  cards 
than  during  the  preceding  year.  In  addition,  a  large  number 
of  volumes  were  selected  by  teachers  and  read  at  the  library 
by  the  visiting  scholars.  Ten  exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art 
Club  were  given  in  1904.  "  These  views  have  given  pleasure 
and  helpful  aid  to  our  patrons,  and  are  always  of  great  edu- 
cational value.  If  the  exhibits  were  more  generally  visited 
and  more  carefully  studied,  our  friends  would  find  this  diver- 
sion a  pleasant  and  helpful  aid  in  obtaining  information.^' 

Reading.  The  library  continues  to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of 
the  public.  Its  use  for  other  purposes  than  the  circulation  of 
fiction  increases,  and  the  plan  of  putting  recent  accessions 
upon  open  shelves  appears  to  operate  in  that  direction.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  books  especially  adapted  to  reference  work 
in  connection  with  the  schools  has  been  obtained,  and  others 
will  be  purchased  upon  the  suggestion  of  teachers  from  time 
to  time.  The  trustees  invite  suggestions  from  persons  engaged 
.  in  particular  lines  of  research,  wishing,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
supply  books  intended  to  aid  serious  work,  requiring  literary 
matter  not  alreadv  on  the  shelves.  An  effort  is  made  to  obtain 
all  books  which  may  have  been  written  by  residents  of  the 
town. 

Revere.  Delivery  stations  are  maintained  at  Beachmont,  Cres- 
cent Beach,  Franklin  Park  and  Revere  Street.  Books  of  ref- 
erence are  loaned  to  the  high  school,  and  teachers  have  the 
privilege  of  taking  five  books  at  one  time  for  school  work. 
The  school  children  use  the  library  freely.  In  the  children's 
reading  room  books  are  kept  suitable  for  children  of  the  age 
of  five  years  and  upwards.  The  library  possesses,  by  gift  and 
loan,  a  valuable  and  interesting  collection  in  its  historical 
department. 

Rochester.  The  library  is  being  classified,  and  a  card  catalogae 
is  being  prepared  by  the  Dewey  system.  Teachers  are  allowed 
to  take  as  many  books  as  they  require  for  school  work.  Books, 
particularly  in  the  line  of  nature  studies,  with  especial  refer- 
ence to  their  use  in  the  schools,  have  been  purchased. 

Rockland.  The  new  Carnegie  building,  a  brief  description  of 
which  was  given  in  the  report  of  last  year,  was  dedicated  May 
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5,  1905.  The  principal  address  was  by  Hon.'  John  D.  Long, 
who  spoke  for  an  hour  or  more  on  the  advantages  of  the  public 
library  to  the  community,  and  the  value  of  soldiers'  memorials 
in  keeping  alive  the  spirit  of  patriotism.  The  building  is  a 
memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  Eockland  who  served 
in  the  civil  war.  A  fine  crayon  portrait  of  the  late  Miss 
Amelia  Pool,  who  was  librarian  of  the  library  from  its  incep- 
tion in  1878  until  her  resignation  in  July,  1897,  has  been 
presented  by  Miss  Angela  W.  Collins;  and  an  oil  portrait  of 
the  late  Maria  Louise  Pool,  the  Rockland  author,  has  been 
given  by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Branson.  Other  gifts  have  been  received, 
which  adorn  the  new  building. 

RocKPORT.  In  March,  1904,  the  town  voted  to  accept  the  books 
of  the  Pigeon  Cove  Libran\  and  to  maintain  a  branch  library 
in  that  village.  Previously  the  library  had  been  maintained 
by  the  Pigeon  Cove  Library  Association,  assisted  for  a  number 
of  years  by  appropriations  by  the  town.  This  branch  is  desira- 
ble for  the  convenience  of  the  people  in  that  section  of  the 
town,  especially  for  the  young,  as  there  are  "times  when  it  is 
inconvenient  to  go  to  the  main  library.  The  new  building  for 
the  main  library,  a  description  of  which  was  given  in  the  report 
of  last  year,  is  nearly  or  quite  ready  for  occupancy. 

EowE.  The  library  has  received  a  set  of  cyclopedias  from  the 
Greenfield  Public  Library,  and  75  volumes  and  125  magazines 
from  the  City  Library  Association  of  Springfield.  Teachers 
are  allowed  to  take  books  for  school  work  without  a  limit  of 
time. 

Russell.  Teachers  may  have  four  books  on  educational  topics, 
which  may  be  retained  one  month.  A  gift  of  desirable  books 
has  been  received  from  the  Brookline  Public  Librarv. 

Salem.  The  librarv  has  received  $500  from  the  estate  of  the 
late  Capt.  William  J.  Cheever  of  North  Andover.  Gteorge  W. 
Williams,  long  time  a  trustee  of  the  library  and  a  trustee  of 
the  endowment  fund  of  the  American  Library  Association,  died 
May  31,  1905. 

Sandwich.  The  circulation  of  1904  showed  a  gain  of  10  per 
cent,  over  that  of  1903.  Miss  Julia  C.  Yard  has  presented 
valuable  illustrated  books  and  photographic  views  of  Egypt 
and  the  Holy  Land.  John  J.  Crane  has  given  $25,  a  portion 
of  which  has  been  used  in  purchasing  desirable  historical 
works:  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Belcher  have  presented 
54  volumes  of  the  best  and  latest  fiction,  which  has  been  a 
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very  material  aid.  Teachers  and  scholars  have  a  free  use  of 
the  library,  and  they  are  assisted  in  every  possible  way.  There 
are  no  delivery  stations  or  branch  libraries  as  yet,  but  plans 
are  in  view  for  the  small  outlying  settlements. 

Saugus.    The  statistics  show  a  healthy  growth,  but  the  present 
room  is  too  small  for  present  and  growing  requirements,  and 
the  increasing  call  for  books  of  reference  cannot  be  whoDy 
filled  for  lack  of  room.     The  administration  of  the  library 
cannot,   imder  existing  circumstances,  be   improved,   and  a 
library  building  will  be  a  necessity  in  the  near  future.    The 
purchase  of  books  especially  for  children  has  resulted  in  an 
increasing  number  of  child  borrowers.    Care  is  taken  to  assist 
readers  in  the  selection  of  books,  and  to  help  all,  especially 
the  young,  to  a  higher  plane  of  reading.    Teachers  are  given 
liberal  privileges,  and  are  using  the  library  freely.    There  are 
delivery  stations  at  East  Saugus,  Cliftondale  and  West  Clifton- 
dale,  and  books  are  carried  to  North  Saugus  and  Oaklandvale. 

Sharon.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Olive  E.  Hayden  of  Bos- 
ton the  library  was  made  a  residuary  legatee,  and  received 
$1,622.45,  with  a  portion  of  which  a  lot  of  land  at  the  comer 
of  North  Main  and  High  streets  has  been  purchased,  with 
the  intention  of  offering  it  to  the  voters  as  a  site  for  a  library 
building.  This  traUvSaction  has  received  the  hearty  approval 
of  many  citizens.  Under  the  favorable  conditions  before  es- 
tablished of  shelving  and  distributing  books,  the  circulation  of 
1904  reached  the  largest  number  in  the  history  of  the  libraiy, 
averaging  G  volumes  per  capita,  which  the  trustees  claim  is  a 
larger  number  than  shown  by  kny  library  in  that  vicinity.  The 
percentage  of  fiction  was  74.28.  The  open-shelf  system  is  in 
use.  ^'  At  times,  during  the  hours  of  distributing,  the  aisle? 
between  the  stacks  are  too  crowded  for  comfort  or  satisfactory 
choice  of  books,  either  in  juvenile  or  other  sections.  This 
arises  in  part  from  the  lack  of  shelving  room  within  reach  of 
patrons,  and  to  overcome  it  will  soon  be  a  serious  problem  for 
the  trustees.*'  Exhibition  loans  have  been  received  from  the 
Woman's  Education  Association. 

Shelburne  Falls.  Arms  Public  Library.  In  addition  to  the 
author  and  title  catalogues,  which  have  been  in  use  several 
years,  a  subject  catalogue  and  a  topical  catalogue  of  important 
magazine  articles  are  being  prepared.  Access  to  the  shelves 
of  the  adult  department  is  limited  to  teachers,  dergjrmen  and 
professional  men  generally.  Books  much  in  use  are  placed 
where  they  may  be  readily  inspected. 
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Sherborn.  The  library  room  is  at  present  very  much  crowded. 
A  bookcase  with  a  capacity  of  over  300  volumes  has  been 
installed  in  the  delivery  room,  and  in  it  placed  all  the  books 
purchased  during  the  year,  with  miscellaneous  literature  and 
some  books  of  reference.  This  has  been  welcomed  by  readers; 
and  has  prepared  the  way  for  open  shelves  when  the  town 
places  more  room  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees. 

Shirley.  The  use  of  the  library  by  the  public,  especially  by  the 
young,  is  very  gratifying,  although  it  is  sometimes  a  problem 
how  to  meet  the  growing  demand  among  the  school  children 
for  books  of  science,  nature  study  and  history,  and  at  the  same 
time  meet  the  demands  of  the  public  at  large.  Teachers  and 
scholars  are  allowed  almost  any  number  of  bookf  for  school 
work.  A  complete  file  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  town  of 
Shirley,  since  they  were  first  published  in  pamphlet  form, 
has  been  collected,  bound  and  placed  on  the  reference  shelves. 
Few  libraries  in  the  State  have  performed  a  like  service  for 
their  towns. 

Shrewsbury.  Access  to  the  shelves,  upon  requesting  permission 
of  the  librarian  and  subject  to  certain  limitations,  has  been 
allowed.  The  advantages  derived  from  a  closer  and  more  in- 
timate acquaintance  with  the  resources  of  the  library  are 
thought  to  more  than  outweigh  any  objections  which  may  be 
made  to  the  plan.  Special  privileges  for  purposes  of  study 
are  given  to  clergymen  and  teachers,  and  an  unlimited  use  of 
books  is  allowed  for  school  work.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Worcester,  by  which 
books  not  obtainable  in  this  library  may  be  borrowed  from 
the  Worcester  library,  upon  compliance  with  certain  condi- 
tions. The  age  limit  has  been  reduced  from  twelve  to  seven 
years.  Pictures  and  books  have  been  loaned  by  the  Woman's 
Education  Association. 

Somerset.    A  deliverv  station  has  been  established  at  Potters- 

ft' 

ville,  with  good  results.  The  public  schools  are  using  the 
library  in  a  moderate  degree.  Loans  of  pictures  and  books 
have  been  received  from  the  Woman's  Education  Association. 
The  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Sarah  Hood  contains  a  bequest  of 
$2,500  for  the  building  of  a  library  building. 
SoMERViLLE.  The  circulation  of  1904  showed  an  increase  of  about 
13  per  cent.  The  librarian  writes:  "Turnstiles  have  been 
installed  at  the  entrance  of  each  stack  room.  These  were  put  in 
in  order  to  detect  people  who  take  out  books  without  having 
them  properly  charged.     In  the  rush  that  prevails  at  certain 
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hours,  some  of  our  readers,  to  save  time,  took  out  books  with- 
out having  them  charged  at  the  desk.     Such  books,  of  course, 
were  counted  as  lost.     The  turnstiles  were  installed  to  break 
up  this  practice.    For  several  weeks  at  the  end  of  the  school 
year  the  library  gave  an  exhibit  of  penmanship.     This  was 
done  in  co-operation  with  the  supervisor  of  penmanship  in  the 
public  schools,  who  was  at  the  library  several  hours  each  day. 
Every  teacher  in  the  city  was  requested  by  the  superintendent 
of  schools  to  take  her  pupils  to  the  library  at  a  certain  hour  to 
view  the  exhibit.     The  supervisor  took  each  room  separately, 
and  explained  all  the  methods  which  he  desired  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  pupils.     After  the  supervisor  had  de- 
livered his  lecture,  our  school  librarian  took  the  children  and 
showed  them  the  school  librarian's  room  and  the  children's 
room,  and   offered  an  application  blank  to  every  child  who 
would  rocoive  it.     In  this  way  we  reached  nearly  every  pupil 
that  attends  the  public  schools,  brought  them  in  direct  contact 
with  the  librar>%  and  secured  nearly  all  of  them  as  regular 
readers.     Hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  >of  children  who  had 
never  used  the  library  were  in  this  way  brought  into  relation 
with  it.    The  library  now  has  six  delivery  stations.     The  ser- 
vice performed  by  these  stations  is  not  trained  service,  and 
in  many  ways  it  is  unsatisfactory,  but  it  is  hoped  that  these 
stations   may  eventually  be  superseded  by   branch   libraries, 
where  trained  service  mav  be  employed.     The  library's  rela- 
tions  with  the  schools  continue  pleasant  and  profitable.     It 
has  a  special  school  librarian,  who  devotes  her  time  almost 
exclusively  to  school  work.     Every  school  in  the  city  is  per- 
mitted to  take  forty  books,  and  if  the  room  has  more  than 
forty   scholars,  it  may  take  books  equal  to  the  number  of 
scholars.     Out  of  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  school- 
rooms in  the  city,  one  hundred  and  ten  were  supplied  with 
these  special  libraries  last  year.    The  desire  is  to  supply  every 
school rooiiK  and   constant  puirhases  are  being  made  to  this 
end.     The  Sunday  service  is  growing.     Ten  Sunday-schools 
now  use  our  books,  and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  extend  the 
service  generally  throughout  the  Sunday-schools  of  the  city. 
The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  supplied  with  books,  as  are  the  police  sta- 
tion and  the  citv  stables."    Books  are  delivered  at  the  homes 
of  the  people  by  delivery  boys,  who  receive  2  cents  per  book 
for  the  round  trip,  to  and  from  the  library. 
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Southampton.  The  circulation  is  increasing  since  the  opening 
of  the  new  building.  The  books  have  been  classified  and  a  card 
catalogue  prepared.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  have 
a  practically  unrestricted  use  of  the  library,  and  they  are  ad- 
vised of  the  offer  of  the  Forbes  Library  of  Northampton,  by 
which  books  of  that  library  are  placed  at  their  disposal.  A 
six-months  use  of  a  special  library  and  collection  of  pictures 
relating  to  Venice  is  offered  by  the  Woman's  Education  Asso- 
ciation. 

SouTHBRiDGE.  The  former  steady  increase  in  home  circulation 
continues,  and  each  year  the  library  does  a  larger  reference 
work.  With  the  assistance  of  a  high  school  teacher,  a  list  of 
suggested  reading  for  the  use  of  high  school  pupils  has  been 
published,  and  talks  on  the  use  of  reference  books  have  been 
given  to  groups  of  high  school  pupils.  Several  hundred  pic- 
tures have  been  mounted  and  circulated  in  the  schools.  A 
collection  of  books  left  by  the  late  Holmes  Ammidown  is  being 
catalogued.  The  vital  statistics  of  Massachusetts  towns,  fur- 
nished by  the  State,  are  acknowledged  as  "  of  great  value  to 
the  student  of  Massachusetts  history  and  genealogy.'^  Exhibi- 
tions of  pictures  from  the  Library  Art  Club  and  the  Woman's 
Education  Association  have  been  given. 

South  Hadley.  William  H.  Qaylord,  the  donor  of  the  Gaylord 
Memorial  Library  building,  died  Dec.  22,  1904.  By  his  will 
he  added  to  his  gifts  for  library  purposes,  leaving  the  sum  of 
$15,000,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  expenses 
of  running  and  maintaining  the  building  and  grounds. 

Southwick.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  have  special  privi- 
leges in  drawing  and  retaining  books  for  school  work. 

Spencer.  A  bronze  tablet  has  been  placed  upon  the  wall  of  the 
reading  room  by  the  Massachusetts  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion, 
in  memory  of  Edward  Reed  Wheeler,  M.D.,  who  died  April  30, 
1904.  Dr.  Wheeler  was  for  twenty  years  one  of  the  most  active 
of  the  trustees  of  the  library,  and  for  many  years  was  chairman 
of  the  board.  Much  of  the  usefulness  and  present  equipment  of 
the  library  is  due  to  him;  and  to  him  is  due  also,  in  large 
measure,  the  present  library  accommodations,  for  to  him  Mr. 
Sugden  turned  for  advice  in  planning  the  building  and  in 
providing  means  for  its  support  and  future  growth. 

Springfield.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  given  the  association  $160,- 
000  for  the  erection  of  a  new  library  building.    By  the. will 
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of  the  late  James  P.  Gray  a  large  income  will  be  reoeiyed  ii 
time^  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  paintiiigB.     This  bequest, 
the  principal  of  which  will  amount  to  over  half  a  million  dol- 
lars^ is  made  on  the  condition  that  the  association  will  erect  a 
suitable  building.    Besides  these  gifts^  subscriptions  have  been 
received  from  citizens  of  Springfield  which  free  the  a880ciati(m 
from  debt.    The  statistics  of  1904  show  a  steady  growth.    The 
distributing  agencies  increased  to  246^  and  the  home  drcula- 
tion  gained  about  9  per  cent.    The  percentage  of  fiction^  both 
adidt  and  juvenile^  issued  at  the  main  library^  was  60.7.    The 
crowded  condition  of  the  library  has  been  greatly  relieved  by 
the  provision  in  the  basement  of  a  periodical  reading  room  and 
a  children's  room.    Since  the  children's  department  has  been 
removed  to  its  new  quarters  its  work  has  steadily  increased. 
Two  hundred  and  twenty-three  children  completed  the  course 
of  vacation  reading,  and  in  no  case  was  credit  given  where  the 
child  could  not  show  that  the  books  had  been  read  xmder- 
standingly.     Librarians  visiting  the  children's  room  have  re- 
marked upon  the  imusually  good  appearance  of  the  books. 
This  may  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  fact  that  during  the  sum- 
mer about  1,200  of  the  books  that  had  been  in  use  in  ^e  schools 
were  scrubbed  in  ammonia  and  water  and  brightened  with  a 
coat  of  shellac.     The  example  of  the  Fairhaven  library  has 
been  followed  in  giving  new  books  purchased  for  this  depart- 
ment a  coat  of  shellac  before  putting  them  into  circulation, 
with  the  result  that  they  keep  clean  and  attractive  longer  than 
is  usual  for  books  in  such  constant  use.    A  circular  letter  was 
sent  to  each  primary  and  grammar  grade  teacher  in  the  cit^, 
calling  attention  to  the  resources  of  the  juvenile  department, 
and  asking  for  co-operation  in  making  its  work  more  eflFective. 
Nearly  5,000  volumes  were  sent  in  lots  of  about  50  each  to  the 
teachers  within  a  fortnight  after  the  schools  opened  in  the 
fall.    Thousands  of  pictures  relating  to  geographical  and  his- 
torical topics,  biography,  natural  history  and  industrial  and 
fine  arts  have  been  roughly  classified,  indexed  and  filed  in  fold- 
ers, ready  to  be  mounted  either  singly  or  in  bulletins,  as  there 
is  call  for  them.     Some  excellent  half-tones  illustrating  the 
industries  of  the  United  States  have  been  cut  from  recent 
numbers  of  the  "  Cosmopolitan  "  and  mounted,  making  a  set 
of  very  interesting  bulletins,  which  have  been  especially  appre- 
ciated by  teachers  of  commercial  geography.    It  is  hoped  that 
arrangements  will  soon  be  completed  for  classes  from  the 
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schools  to  visit  the  library  for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the 
card  catalogue  and  reference  books^  and  the  method  of  finding 
material  on  various  subjects.  Good  progress  has  been  made 
in  recataloguing  the  medical  books  of  the  library.  They  are 
to  be  kept  in  a  separate  room,  where  they  will  be  more  con- 
venient for  use  by  the  physicians  of  the  city,  and  out  of  the 
way  of  the  general  public.  An  exhibition  of  the  materials, 
tools  and  processes  of  book  binding,  with  examples  of  different 
styles  of  binding,  loaned  by  John  C.  Dana  of  the  Newark 
Public  Library,  was  held  for  two  weeks  in  the  new  art  room, 
and  attracted  many  visitors,  including  several  teachers  with 
their  classes  and  librarians  from  neighboring  towns.  Besides 
the  four  stations  classed  as  branch  libraries,  collections  of  books 
nimibering  from  60  to  100  each  are  supplied  to  several  Sunday- 
schools,  and  deposits  of  books  are  placed  in  twelve  fire-engine 
houses  and  in  two  ungraded  schools  for  neighborhood  use.  A 
home  delivery  is  carried  on  for  about  thirty-six  weeks  of  the 
year  by  one  of  the  library  staff,  who  assimies  the  financial  re- 
sponsibility, and  is  paid  by  the  subscribers  for  the  service. 
A  person  may  borrow  one  work  of  fiction  and  any  reasonable 
number  of  works  of  non-fiction  at  the  same  time,  but  one  bor- 
rower's card  being  required.  A  special  stamp  is  used  to  in- 
dicate fiction,  and  one  card  makes  matters  simpler  for  both 
desk  assistants  and  borrowers.  The  library  has  received,  under 
the  will  of  the  late  Dr.  Phebe  A.  Sprague,  her  medical  library 
of  about  350  volumes;  and  Mrs.  William  P.  Mattoon  has  pre- 
sented 41  opera  scores,  a  valuable  addition  to  the  music  de- 
partment. 
Stockbridge.  The  librarian  reports  that  the  library  is  much  used 
by  the  school  children  during  the  morning  hours,  and  that  the 
longer  open  hours  are  evidently  much  appreciated  by  the  older 
patrons.  The  superintendent  of  schools  is  now  authorized  to 
draw  as  many  as  twenty-five  books  at  one  time,  to  be  used  as 
reference  books  in  connection  with  school  work;  and  he  has 
been  requested  to  co-operate  with  the  librarian  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  lists  of  books  in  the  library  on  subjects  of  special  cur- 
rent interest,  or  connected  with  school  courses,  and  on  subjects 
appropriate  to  holidays  and  special  seasons,  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  school  children.  The  book 
committee  is  to  make  a  special  endeavor  to  collect  all  works 
about  Stockbridge  and  Berkshire  Coimty,  also  works  written 
by  residents  of  Stockbridge,   and  works  otherwise  of  local 
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interest,  to  be  placed  together.  Means  are  being  taken  for  the 
establishment  of  branches  at  Olendale  and  Interlaken.  The 
Bodley  Club  service  has  been  discontinued.  A  roistered  rec- 
ord of  borrowers  is  being  made  for  the  first  time. 

Stoneham.  The  library  was  closed  for  about  two  months  in  1901, 
during  the  removal  and  rearrangement  of  the  books  in  the  nev 
building;  but  the  circulation  of  the  year  showed  an  increase 
of  nearly  15  per  cent.  Open  shelves  and  the  two-book  system 
have  been  adopted. 

Stoughton.  Upon  the  removal  to  the  new  building  a  new  regis- 
tration was  begun;  and^  as  there  was  ample  space^  the  shelves 
were  thrown  open  to  the  public.  This  privilege  has  proved 
to  be  popidar,  and  more  attention  has  been  given  to  standard 
works.  The  circulation  of  1904  showed  an  increase  of  abont 
15  per  cent.  The  reading  rooms  are  well  attended  by  children 
and  young  people.  In  response  to  what  appeared  to  be  a  gen- 
eral demand^  the  reading  rooms  were  opened  on  Sunday  after- 
noons. As  the  attendance  has  been  very  irregular,  Sunday 
opening  may  be  considered  as  an  experiment.  Classes  of  the 
high  school  are  taken  to  the  library  on  specified  days  for  in- 
struction in  its  use. 

Sturbridge.  There  was  a  liberal  increase  both  in  lustration  and 
circidation  in  1904.  Ten  exhibitions  of  pictures  were  given, 
and  the  Woman's  Education  Association  gave  the  loan  of  the 
Audubon  Library  for  six  months.  Teachers  are  allowed  six 
*  books  at  a  time  for  school  purposes.  There  is  a  weekly  mes- 
senger service  to  Fiskdale. 

Sunderland.  The  late  Henry  W.  Taft  of  Pittsfield,  who  was  a 
liberal  giver  of  books  during  his  lifetime^  left  by  vrill  163  vol- 
umes, valued  at  about  $600,  to  the  library.  These  have  been 
received,  and  make  an  important  addition  to  the  library. 
They  are  largely  in  relation  to  the  history  of  New  England 
towTip  and  New  England  families,  and  some  of  them  are  ex- 
tremely rare  and  of  great  value. 

Sutton.  The  branch  at  Wilkinsonville,  after  having  been  closed 
for  several  years,  was  put  in  order  and  reopened  in  1904.  The 
circulation  has  increased,  and  the  library  has  been  made  more 
useful  by  many  new  books  secured  by  exchange  with  the  other 
branches.  Bookcases  have  been  bought  for  the  South  Sutton 
branch,  and  a  larger  number  of  magazines  provided.  The 
West  Sutton  branch  has  a  room  in  the  old  Masonic  Hall,  which 
has  proved  to  be  a  convenient  and  comfortable  location.  The 
use  of  this  library  has  increased. 
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Swansea.  The  library  received  in  February  $500  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  John  S.  Bra3rton  of  Fall  River.  This  is  to  be  known 
as  the  John  S.  Bra3rton  Fund,  the  income  of  which  will  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Weekly  deliveries  are  made 
at  Swansea  Centre,  North  Swansea  and  Hortonville.  Each 
borrower  at  the  stations  has  two  cards,  to  be  used  alternately, 
so  that  a  book  may  be  received  when  one  is  returned,  without 
the  trouble  of  going  twice  to  the  station  for  one  exchange.  The 
librarian  has,  with  the  co-operation  of  trustees  and  teachers, 
endeavored  to  establish  relations  with  the  public  schools.  Thus 
far  there  have  been  good  results  from  the  effort.  Teachers  are 
allowed  a  large  number  of  books  for  school  use,  and  are  invited 
to  visit  the  library  and  to  send  their  pupils  to  consult  reference 
books,  and  these  are  aided  by  the  librarian  as  opportunity 
offers.  The  librarian  visits  the  schools  as  often  as  possible,  to 
ascertain  the  lines  of  studies  and  other  work,  in  order  that 
books  may  be  purchased  which  may  aid  the  pupils.  The  super- 
intendent of  schools  presents  lists  of  books  which,  in  his  esti- 
mation, will  be  of  use  in  the  schools. 

Taunton.  The  circulation  of  1904  was  far  below  that  of  recent 
years,  showing  the  lowest  daily  average  of  any  year  since  1874. 
This  is  attributed  "  to  the  lack  of  newly  purchased  books  dur- 
ing the  prolonged  period  of  reclassifying  and  cataloguing  pre- 
paratory to  the  transfer  of  the  books  to  the  new  building,  and 
in  part  to  the  suspension  of  the  delivery  of  books  from  Sep- 
tember 10  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.'*  A  card  catalogue  of 
more  than  30,000  volumes  has  been  completed,  together  with 
separate  catalogues  of  adult  fiction  and  of  books  for  the  young, 
and  an  official  card  shelf  list  of  the  books  of  the  circulating 
and  reference  departments.  Books  are  classified  by  the  decimal 
svstem. 

Templeton.  a  classified  list  has  been  printed,  and  was  ready  for 
distribution  in  June.  A  shelf  list  has  been  made,  but  the  situ- 
ation of  the  villages  of  the  town  required  a  printed  rather  than 
a  card  catalogue.  The  library  has  begun  to  furnish  the  public 
schools  with  supplementary  reading.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
experiment,  begun  on  a  small  scale,  will  develop  in  a  manner 
which  will  greatly  aid  both  teachers  and  scholars. 

Tewksbury.  Bealizing  the  interest  which  is  taken  in  the  library 
by  the  children,  more  juvenile  books  have  been  purchased, 
which  accounts  in  part  for  an  increased  circulation  in  1904. 
Fortnightly  deliveries  are  made  to  stations  at  Wamesit,  South 
Tewksbury,  Wigginville  and  the  North  West  District.     The 
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library  is  well  used  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public 
schools  in  school  work. 

TowNSEND.  The  Dewey  classification  is  daily  meeting  the  ap- 
proval of  the  reading  public,  and  has  greatly  facilitated  mat- 
ters for  those  who  have  the  work  in  charge.  A  donation  of  $50 
was  received  from  Edward  Ordway  of  Cambridge^  to  help 
defray  the  expenses  of  cataloguing.  A  delivery  station  at 
West  Townsend  is  maintained  by  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Homer.  De- 
liveries are  made  on  each  Saturday,  and  the  reading  in  that 
section  has  more  than  doubled  since  books  have  become  avail- 
able to  the  residents.  There  is  a  hearty  co-operation  between 
the  library  and  the  schools.  Special  provisions  have  been 
made  for  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  high  school.  The 
library,  though  small,  is  doing  a  quiet  and  certain  work  among 
the  people. 

Truro.  The  schools  have  free  access  to  the  library.  There  are 
two  branch  libraries,  the  books  of  which  are  exchanged  semi- 
annually. The  increase  of  the  library  is  due  to  the  gener- 
osity of  friends. 

Tyngsborough.  a  new  library  building  was  dedicated  on  the 
evening  of  Sept.  29,  1905,  the  principal  address  being  by 
Solon  W.  Stevens.  Short  addresses  were  made  by  others,  and 
a  musical  programme  was  furnished  by  the  Albion  Male  Quar- 
tet of  Boston.  The  building  is  of  one  story,  constructed  of 
brick,  and  has  a  capacity  of  20,000  volumes.  It  was  made 
possible  by  a  bequest  in  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Lucy  little- 
field,  which  gave  $6,000  to  the  town  for  this  purpose.  To  this 
sum  the  town  added  an  appropriation  of  $2,500.  The  library 
is  henceforth  to  be  known  as  the  Littiefield  Library,  in  mem- 
ory of  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Littiefield,  whose  portrait  is  to 
be  placed  upon  its  walls.  Besides  her  bequest  for  the  building, 
Mrs.  Littiefield  provided  a  fimd,  now  estimated  to  be  about 
$4,000,  to  be  held  in  trust  by  the  town,  and  its  income  to  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  books 
have  been  classified  by  the  Dewey  system,  except  the  fiction, 
which  is  arranged  by  the  Cutter  author  tables.  Two  books  are 
allowed,  the  Browne  system  of  charging  is  used,  and  the 
shelves  are  open  to  the  public.  The  library  building  is  next  to 
the  schoolhouse,  and  the  teachers  are  allowed  to  use  the  library 
for  study  or  reference  at  any  time. 

Tyringham.  The  new  library  building  was  dedicated  Aug.  9, 1905. 
The  occasion  brought  together  a  large  audience,  induding 


1906.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  71 

members  and  friends  of  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scien- 
tific Society,  and  many  distinguished  guests,  it  being  one  of  the 
events  of  Old  Home  Week.  The  oration  was  by  Charles  W, 
Bosworth  of  Springfield,  a  grandson  of  the  town,  and  an 
original  poem  was  read  by  Eichard  Watson  Gilder.  A  num- 
ber of  volumes  came  in  connection  with  the  dedication,  and 
the  donations  still  continue.  The  building  is  constructed  of 
round  lichen-covered  field  stone  and  red  tile,  with  the  interior 
finished  in  natural  woods  and  a  huge  rustic  stone  chimney. 
It  is  situated  on  the  most  prominent  comer  in  the  town,  and 
contains  rooms  for  the  selectmen  and  the  town  clerk.  The 
cost  is  about  $4,000,  of  which  $1,300  is  from  a  town  appro- 
priation, the  balance  being  from  subscriptions  and  donations 
of  materials.  The  library  now  contains  about  2,000  volumes, 
and  is  open  two  evenings  and  one  afternoon  each  week.  There 
are  no  branches,  as  the  limits  of  the  town  are  narrow;  but  the 
library  is  near  the  centre  school  (now  alone  open),  and  it  is 
assumed  that  the  pupils  act  as  carriers  for  the  books  to  all 
parts  of  the  town.  Teachers  are  allowed  twenty  books  at  a 
time  for  school  use  and  a  liberal  number  for  home  use. 
UxBRiDGE.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  circulation  for  home 
use  in  1904.  The  winter  months  of  the  early  year  were 
stormy,  which  prevented  people,  especially  children,  from  going 
to  the  library.  The  town  is  so  divided  into  villages  that  a  large 
percentage  of  the  people  find  it  most  diflScult  to  reach  the 
building  in  inclement  weather.  The  increase  was  wholly  dur- 
ing the  last  months  of  the  year,  when  the  roads  were  open,  and 
the  children,  who  are  to  a  great  extent  the  book  carriers,  were 
able  to  go  freely  to  and  fro.  A  system  of  deliveries  at  the  out- 
lying villages  would  largely  extend  the  benefits  of  the  library. 
More  people  are  using  the  reference  library.  Instruction  in 
the  use  of  the  card  catalogue  and  in  reference  work  has  been 
given  to  classes  from  the  grammar  school,  and  individual  in- 
struction is  given  when  needed.  Many  of  the  pupils  of  the 
high  and  grammar  schools  are  familiar  enough  with  the  books 
to  work  independently.  The  reference  department  is  more 
used  by  these  children  than  by  any  other  class  of  people. 
Teachers  in  the  lower  grades  have  introduced  library  books 
to  their  pupils  by  reading  portions  of  them  aloud  during  school 
hours.  This  seems  to  be  an  almost  sure  way  of  awakening 
interest.  Books  so  introduced  are  seldom  upon  the  shelves  for 
more  than  a  day  or  two  at  a  time.     An  important  work  is 
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being  done  by  the  collection  of  photographs  illustrative  of 
Uxbridge  past  and  present.  The  trustees  have  received  a 
formal  notification  of  a  bequest  in  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Julia  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  of  $5,000,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library,  or  for  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  the  library  building,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  trustees.  Charles  A.  Taft,  president  of  the  trustees,  died 
March  31,  1904.  He  was  one  of  the  six  permanent  trustees 
appointed  by  Mr.  Thayer  upon  his  donation  of  the  Thayer 
Memorial  Building. 

Wakefield.  The  work  of  this  library  is  performed  under  many 
diflBculties,  owing  chiefly  to  lack  of  space.  The  rooms  in  the 
town  hall  were  long  since  outgrown,  and  the  need  of  a  library 
building  is  most  urgent.  Some  relief  has  been  gained  by 
shelving  an  upper  room  in  the  building,  but  the  gain  is  only 
temporary.  The  trustees,  as  in  former  years,  have  continued 
to  add  current  fiction,  believing  that  it  should  have  a  place 
in  a  town  library;  but  no  effort  has  been  made  to  supply  the 
inmiediate  great  demand  for  well-advertised  books,  leaving 
this  for  the  conmiercial  circidating  libraries.  A  semi-weekly 
delivery  has  been  established  at  Greenwood.  A  card  catalogue 
has  been  nearly  or  quite  brought  up  to  date. 

Wales.  The  town  has  increased  its  annual  appropriation,  and 
the  library  has  added  to  its  number  of  magazines. 

Walpole.  The  attractiveness  of  the  new  building  two  years  ago 
was  not  sufficient  to  offset  the  increased  distance  from  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  the  circulation  fell  off  accordingly, 
but  there  was  a  gradual  increase  in  1904,  particularly  in  the 
number  of  books  sent  through  the  delivery  stations.  By  the 
will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Catherine  Leland  the  library  has  received 
a  bequest  of  $500,  and  a  handsome  clock,  which  has  been 
placed  in  the  trustees*  room.  The  Bodley  Club  books  have 
been  discontinued,  and  100  Tabard  Inn  books  purchased. 
These  are  exchanged  as  occasion  requires,  and  the  method  has 
been  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  suppljdng  current  fiction.  The 
collection  of  foreign  views  has  been  supplemented  by  stereo- 
scopic views,  representing  tours  in  the  most  picturesque  and 
interesting  localities  of  the  United  States.  Lists  of  books, 
prepared  by  the  teachers  of  the  high  school,  are  kept  at  the 
library  for  the  use  of  the  pupils,  who  are  required  to  read  and 
report  on  one  book  a  month  as  a  part  of  their  work  in  English 
literature. 
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Waltham.  The  circulation  of  1904  gave  a  substantial  increase 
over  that  of  the  preceding  year,  with  a  slight  increase  in  the 
percentage  of  fiction,  which  was  87.8.  The  trustees  say :  "  We 
have  noted,  in  common  with  others  who  have  charge  of  public 
libraries  in  our  land,  the  growing  demand  for  fiction.  While 
we  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  regret  the  prevalence  of  public 
taste  in  that  direction,  we  feel  that  we  cannot  ignore  the  de- 
mand. Even  those  accustomed  to  what  is  called  solid  reading 
seek  just  and  pleasant  recreation  in  the  best  fiction.  .  .  .  With 
a  view  of  gratifying  the  demand  for  fiction  of  better  and 
more  permanent  character,  we  have  replenished  our  shelves 
with  new  sets,  such  as  Dickens,  Scott,  Hawthorne,  Marryat, 
Bayard  Taylor  and  other  authors  of  the  past  generation,  whose 
works  have  stood  the  test  of  time  as  standard  literature,  and 
should  be  as  interesting  in  the  present  as  they  were  in  the  past.'' 
All  books  in  history  and  biography  have  been  classified  and 
catalogued  by  the  Dewey  system.  Ten  books  are  allowed  each 
teacher  in  the  public  schools. 

Ware.  Teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  are  allowed  ac- 
cess to  the  shelves,  and  may  take  any  number  of  books  for 
school  work. 

Wareham.  The  circulation  of  1904  gave  a  slight  gain  over  that 
of  1903.  A  small  room  has  been  fitted  up  for  reference  books; 
and  the  shelves  are  already  well  filled.  The  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  Bedford  has  presented  five  passports,  issued  be- 
tween the  years  1821  and  1842,  bearing  the  signatures  of 
Presidents  and  Secretaries  of  State.  These  have  been  suitably 
framed,  and  hung  in  the  reading  room.  By  the  will  of  Mrs. 
Betsey  Besse  the  library  has  received  a  bequest  of  $600. 

Warren.  A  delivery  station  is  maintained  at  West  Warren.  A 
bust  of  Gren.  Joseph  Warren  has  been  placed  in  the  library  by 
the  Tuesday  Club,  and  a  cast  of  "  The  Boy  and  the  Thorn  '* 
has  been  given  by  the  president  of  the  association,  Hon.  Wil- 
son H.  Fairbank. 

Warwick.  The  circidation  in  1904,  per  capita,  was  6.6.  Addi- 
tional accommodations  for  the  library  are  urgently  needed. 
The  shelves  are  almost  entirely  filled,  and  their  crowded  con- 
dition interferes  with  the  proper  arrangement  of  the  books. 
An  enlargement  of  the  present  room,  or  a  separate  library 
building,  will  soon  be  a  necessity. 

Watertown.  The  work  of  the  library  has  gone  on  quietly  and 
effectively,  and,  judging  from  the  increased  use  that  has  been 
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made  of  its  books  and  magazines^  to  the  satisfaction  and  profit 
of  its  many  patrons.  The  home  circTilation  of  1904  was  larger 
than  that  of  any  previous  year.  After  a  trial  of  several  years, 
it  was  found  that  the  number  of  people  using  the  library  on 
Sundays  was  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  keeping  open  of  the 
whole  library  on  that  day;  and  it  was  decided  to  close  the 
upper  rooms,  and  to  open  the  Pratt  reading  room  from  4  in 
the  afternoon  to  8  in  the  evening.  Fourteen  exhibits  of  the 
collections  of  the  Library  Art  Club  were  given  in  1904. 
"  While  the  chief  value  of  these  exhibits  is  to  help  students  of 
art  or  those  who  are  preparing  to  reap  the  benefits  of  travel, 
they  may  be  of  interest  to  very  many  who  by  reading  and  the 
use  of  pictures  avoid  the  expense  and  discomforts  of  an  ocean 
voyage,  and  yet  gain  substantial  advantages.**  The  card  cata- 
logue is  outgrowing  the  cases  in  which  it  is  kept.  One  of  the 
pressing  needs  is  a  new  and  enlarged  case  for  the  public  cata- 
logue. 
Wayland.  "  To  increase  the  use  of  the  library  by  the  townspeople 
is  an  end  to  which  the  trustees  would  strive.  On  the  initia- 
tive of  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Corlew,  superintendent  of  schools,  an 
effort  towards  this  has  been  made  by  the  co-operation  of  the 
schools.  A  committee  of  the  teachers  has  been  appointed  by 
the  superintendent  to  act  in  connection  with  the  trustees  in 
the  selection  of  books  purchased  for  juvenile  reading,  and  a 
catalogue  of  this  department  is  held  by  the  teachers.  It  is 
proposed  that  they  require  the  reading  of  books  suggested  by 
them  as  a  part  of  the  school  work,  and  that  reports  as  to  the 
results,  as  shown  by  compositions  and  discussions  on  books 
read,  shall  be  furnished  by  the  teachers  to  the  trustees.  In 
addition  to  the  obvious  benefits  to  be  obtained  by  this  in  the 
school  work,  an  important  result  aimed  at  is  the  teaching  of 
the  rising  generation  to  use  the  public  library  of  their  town, 
to  acquire  the  habit  of  doing  this,  and  to  familiarize  them 
with  its  privileges."  The  library  has  received  from  Mrs. 
William  F.  Matchett  a  cabinet  for  its  ancient  and  historical 
books  and  manuscripts.  With  the  present  facilities  for  their 
safety  and  display,  it  is  hoped  that  similar  books  and  papers, 
which  are  now  precariously  preserved  in  private  houses,  may 
be  added  to  the  collection  by  gift  or  loan.  The  trustees  rec- 
ommend the  establishment  of  a  reading  room  at  Cochitoate, 
about  three  miles  distant,  where  there  is  now  a  deUvery  sta- 
tion. The  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Cynthia  C.  Eoby,  whidi  was 
filed  in  November,  contains  a  bequest  of  $4,000  for  the  benefit 
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of  the  library.  The  library  building  was  a  gift  under  the  wiU 
of  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Roby,  the  late  Warren  G.  Roby. 

Wellesley.  Miss  Julia  F.  Jennings,  who  had  been  librarian 
since  the  establishment  of  the  library  in  1887,  resigned  in  the 
fall  of  1904,  and  Miss  Florence  M.  Osborne,  a  graduate  of 
Wellesley  College  and  a  pupil  in  the  library  department  of 
Simmons  College,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  She  has 
entered  upon  her  duties  under  conditions  which  seem  auspi- 
cious for  a  successful  incumbency.  The  reading  room  has 
been  improved  by  the  removal  of  the  delivery  desk  to  the 
main  room  of  the  library,  and  new  wall  cases  have  been  put  in. 
Small  tables  and  chairs  have  been  placed  in  several  alcoves, 
as  a  convenience  to  patrons.  The  teachers  of  the  public 
schools  are  allowed  as  many  books  as  they  need  for  school  use 
and  for  the  use  of  their  pupils.  The  library  is  being  cata- 
logued by  the  Dewey  system.  Books  are  delivered  and  col- 
lected weekly  at  Wellesley  Hills  and  Newton  Lower  Falls. 

Wendell.  The  circulation  has  increased,  and  much  interest  has 
been  shown  by  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools.  Besides  the 
books  loaned  to  the  Farley  branch,  which  are  changed  semi- 
annually, books  are  loaned  to  the  Centre  Sunday-school.  Miss 
Fannie  Hinsdale,  a  former  resident  of  Wendell,  left  a  real 
estate  mortgage  of  $800  to  the  town  for  library  purposes.  The 
trustees  say  in  their  report :  "  Inquiries  show  that  the  prop- 
erty has  depreciated,  and  probably  is  not  worth  more  than 
$600.  Next  year  the  town  will  be  free  from  debt,  and  it  would 
seem  desirable  to  add  enough  to  the  amoimt  so  generously 
given  by  Miss  Hinsdale  to  erect  a  suitable  library  building.'* 

Wenham.  The  work  of  this  library  has  been  continued  along 
the  same  general  lines  for  several  years.  The  trustees  say: 
"We  have  endeavored  to  conduct  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  the  various  classes  of  readers.  Possi- 
bly, if  we  have  erred,  it  has  been  in  catering  too  much  to  the 
popular  demand  for  the  merely  entertaining  rather  than  the 
more  so-called  solid  literature,  although  the  educational  fea- 
tures have  by  no  means  been  neglected.*'  The  percentage  of 
fiction  delivered  in  1904  was  79.66.  Additional  room  is  be- 
coming a  necessity.  Delivery  stations  are  maintained  at  East 
Wenham,  West  Wenham  and  Wenham  Neck,  which  have  here- 
tofore been  incorrectly  classed  as  branch  libraries. 

Westborough.  The  reading  and  reference  rooms  are  under  the 
constant  supervision  of  the  librarians,  who  are  ever  ready  to 
assist  visitors  in  securing  such  books  of  reference  or  reading 
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matter  as  they  may  desire.  The  reading  room  is  supplied 
with  the  best  of  American  and  English  publications^  which  are 
placed  upon  the  tables  within  the  reach  of  all  who  wish  to 
consult  them.  This  department  of  the  library  ia  very  com- 
plete^ much  used  and  highly  appreciated  by  the  public.  Eleyen 
exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art  Club  were  given  in  1904. 

West  Boylston.  The  library  has  been  removed  from  its  old 
quarters  in  the  second  story  of  a  building  opposite  the  old 
high  schoolhouse  to  more  commodious  rooms  in  the  town  hall 
building.  It  is  in  close  relation  with  the  public  schools.  Any 
books  may  be  taken  to  the  schools  and  retained  during  the 
term,  if  there  is  no  call  for  them  at  the  library.  In  the  selec- 
tion of  books  the  trustees  have  endeavored  to  provide  the  best 
of  the  current  fiction,  but  at  the  same  time,  recognizing  the 
more  or  less  transitory  value  of  these,  have  also  added  others 
of  a  more  permanent  value.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  have 
the  library  complete  in  books  relating  to  the  history  of  West 
Boylston  and  the  neighboring  towns. 

West  Brookfield.  The  library  seeks  to  work  with  the  schools. 
A  card  catalogue  of  history  and  travel  has  been  placed  in  the 
high  school,  and  the  district  teachers  take  many  books.  In 
the  library,  books  for  second  and  third  grades  have  been  placed 
upon  a  special  shelf,  thereby  practically  removing  the  age 
limit,  which  was  eight  years. 

Westpield.  The  circulation  of  1904  made  the  liberal  increase  of 
25  per  cent,  over  that  of  1903.  The  reading  rooms  are  taxed 
to  their  uttermost  at  times.  Frequently  there  are  not  one-half 
enough  chairs  for  the  children  in  their  room.  The  card  cata- 
logue is  practically  finished,  and  the  library  has  been  enlarged 
and  enriched  in  all  its  departments.  A  larger  number  of  vol- 
umes were  purchased  in  1904  than  ever  before  in  one  year. 
The  average  cost  of  1,205  volumes,  30  per  cent,  being  of  adult 
fiction,  was  $1.02.  In  reference  to  school  work  the  librarian 
writes :  "  Special  attention  has  been  given  the  past  year  to 
work  with  the  schools.  A  local  organization  of  citizens  has 
been  formed,  much  like  that  which  has  for  some  time  been 
in  existence  in  Brookline,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
parents  in  closer  touch  with  the  work  of  the  schools.  Various 
committees  have  been  appointed.  Among  them  is  one  on  the 
library  and  library  uses,  of  which  the  librarian  of  the  Athe- 
nseum  is  chairman.  This  committee  visits  the  schools  to  note 
how  the  reading  lists  prepared  by  the  library  are  used  and 
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may  be  improved,  and  to  receive  and  give  suggestions  as  to 
how  the  library  may  be  of  larger  use  to  the  individual  scholars 
and  for  class  work.  This  committee  began  its  work  last  spring, 
but  already  it  is  proving  of  advantage,  and  it  is  believed  that 
it  will  largely  aid  both  the  schools  and  the  library.  Many 
lists  of  books  are  prepared  for  distribution  among  the  scholars, 
on  topics  connected  with  their  studies.  Thus  far  these  lists 
have  been  chiefly  historical,  but  it  is  expected  that  later  they 
will  include  not  only  nature  study  books  and  books  of  travel, 
but  also  sports,  civics  and  literature.^^  Large  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  volumes  in  the  children's  department,  which 
has  led  to  a  larger  attendance  of  children.  Nearly  every  month 
pictures  from  the  Library  Art  Club  are  on  exhibition.  Stereo- 
scopic views  form  a  permanent  collection  which  is  in  every- 
day use,  and  furnish  a  useful  means  of  imparting  geographical 
and  historical  knowledge. 

Westford.  Delivery  stations  are  maintained  at  Graniteville,  Par- 
kerville.  Forge  Village  and  Brookside,  with  gratifying  results. 
The  circulation  of  1904  exceeded  that  of  1903,  and  the  trus- 
tees comment  upon  "  the  remarkably  large  proportion  of  books, 
other  than  fiction,  read."  The  library  aims  to  make  itself  of 
use  to  the  public  schools.  Class  talks  are  given  on  the  exhibi- 
tions of  the  Library  Art  Club  in  the  lecture  room ;  and  during 
the  spring  months  talks  were  given  on  the  common  birds  of 
that  vicinity,  illustrated  by  specimens  from  the  library  collec- 
tion. New  stacks  have  been  put  in.  Joseph  Butter  Draper, 
M.D.,  a  trustee  of  the  library,  died  Oct.  30,  1904;  and  Prof. 
William  E.  Frost,  who  had  been  a  trustee  for  fifteen  years, 
serving  most  of  the  time  as  chairman  of  the  board,  died  on 
November  30  following.  Portraits  of  these  gentlemen  have 
been  presented  to  the  library,  with  portraits  of  other  prominent 
citizens. 

Westhampton.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  have  free  ac- 
cess to  the  library,  and  through  them  the  books  are  circulated 
in  most  of  the  families.  The  children  of  the  Sundav-school 
can  get  books  at  noon  on  Sundays. 

Westminster.  There  has  been  a  steadv  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
library,  both  in  the  reading  room  and  in  home  circulation.  The 
teachers  of  the  public  schools  have  endeavored,  with  much  suc- 
cess, to  interest  their  pupils  in  its  use  as  an  aid  and  supple- 
ment to  school  work.  The  Fitchburg  Public  Library  has 
loaned  books,  which  have  been  of  great  value  to  students  taking 
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special  studies.  A  collection  of  school  drawings  and  paintingB 
has  been  exhibited  in  the  children's  room  during  the  summer. 
A  card  catalogue  is  being  prepared. 

West  Newburt.  The  library  building  has  been  repaired  and 
painted^  and  new  shelving  has  been  put  in.  The  librarian 
writes :  ^^  Our  means  are  so  limited  that  we  are  cramped  in  onr 
work.  However,  we  keep  up  a  good  interest  among  the  young, 
and  the  school  children  are  using  more  books  than  ever  before." 

Westport.  Westport  Free  Public  Library.  A  reading  room  has 
been  opened  in  connection  with  the  library^  which  as  yet  is 
not  very  successful.  The  people  seem  to  prefer  to  take  their 
reading  to  their  homes. 

Westport  Point  Library.  As  stated  in  our  last  report,  this 
is  a  free  public  library,  under  private  control.  With  a  village 
population  of  less  than  200,  its  circulation  was  1,453  volumes 
for  the  year  ending  August,  1905.  It  is  in  urgent  need  of 
accessions,  particularly  in  the  department  for  young  people. 

Westport  Public  Library.  This  library,  at  the  head  of 
Westport,  is  the  largest  in  the  town,  having  now  about  1,800 
volumes.  It  has  branches  at  South  Westport  and  BrownelFs 
Comer,  which  are  about  four  miles  from  the  main  library,  in 
opposite  directions.  It  has  no  income,  and  depends  upon 
gifts  and  entertainments.  It  has  a  card  catalogue  by  the 
Dewey-Cutter  system.  The  Browne  system  of  charging  is 
used,  and  each  person  is  allowed  two  books.  The  books  are 
always  at  the  disposal  of  the  school  children,  and  are  freely 
used. 

West  Stockbridge.  "  More  books  are  being  taken  out  than  when 
the  population  was  a  half  larger;  and  one  of  the  encouraging 
facts  is  that  the  increased  nimiber  of  books  taken  goes  mostly 
among  the  yoimg."  Mrs.  S.  L.  Blake  of  the  grammar  school 
has  been  successful  in  interesting  her  pupils  in  the  library, 
and  has  prepared  several  school  entertainments  for  its  benefit 
An  entertainment  during  the  present  year  resulted  in  $86, 
which  procured  a  new  oak  desk  and  chair  and  a  card  cata- 
logue of  the  library. 

Westwood.  Books  are  sent  to  the  schoolhouse  at  Islington,  and 
are  cared  for  by  the  teacher  in  charge  of  the  school. 

Weymouth.  Tufts  Library.  Weekly  deliveries  are  made  at  five 
delivery  stations,  of  which  the  Fogg  Memorial  Library  at 
South  Weymouth  is  one.  Forty-five  per  cent,  of  ihe  circula- 
tion of  1904  was  distributed  in  this  way.  A  new  case  has 
been  placed  in  the  delivery  room,  and  the  work  of  revising 
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the  catalogue  is  being  done.  Boxes  of  books  are  sent  to  the 
more  remote  schools.  There  was  a  slight  gain  in  the  circu- 
lation of  1904^  and  a  slight  decrease  in  the  percentage  of 
fiction  loaned^  this^  too,  in  spite  of  the  number  of  juvenile 
books,  classed  as  fiction,  that  have  been  loaned  to  the  lower- 
grade  schools.  There  has  been  an  increased  use  of  reference 
books.  A  portrait  of  Amos  S.  White,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  from  its  organization  imtil  his  death, 
and  its  faithful  clerk  and  treasurer  for  most  of  that  period, 
has  been  presented  by  Edmund  S.  Hunt.  In  Jiine  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  drawing  classes  of  the  public  schools  was  given, 
which  proved  of  value  as  an  advertisement  of  the  library. 

Whitman.  A  return  to  the  customary  appropriation,  which  had 
been  reduced  in  1903,  made  it  possible  to  purchase  more  books 
in  1904,  and  to  satisfy  to  a  greater  degree  the  constant  demand 
for  new  books.  A  new.  catalogue  case  has  been  provided.  As 
the  public  becomes  accustomed  to  the  card  catalogue,  its  ad- 
vantages over  any  catalogue  that  can  be  printed  are  recognized. 
The  trustees  appeal  for  better  room  accommodations.  In 
more  suitable  quarters  both  the  library  and  reading  room 
would  more  effectually  do  the  work  for  which  they  are  main- 
tained. 

WiLBRAHAM.  In  connectiou  with  school  work,  the  school  super- 
intendent and  teachers  are  requested  to  suggest  books  which 
will  be  helpful,  and  these  are  always  added  to  the  library. 

Williamsburg.  Haydenville  Public  Library.  Its  books  and  mag- 
azines have  reached  nearly  every  family  in  the  village,  besides 
furnishing  reading  to  many  transient  visitors.  The  trustees 
say :  "  During  the  past  two  years  we  have  made  it  a  rule  to 
buy  what  books  we  could  afford  as  they  come  out  from  month 
to  month,  instead  of  buying  in  one  lot  at  the  dose  of  the  year, 
as  formerly,  and  have  found  this  the  more  acceptable  way, 
both  to  our  patrons  and  ourselves,  in  the  ease  of  preparing 
them  for  circulation.  The  trustees,  librarian  and  others  con- 
nected with  the  library  feel  that  it  is  doing  a  good  work  in  our 
village,  and  has  provided  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  best  mod- 
em progress,  not  only  that  it  is  used  so  widely,  but  that  great 
pains  are  taken  in  the  selection  of  books  entered  on  our  shelves,, 
so  that  none  can  receive  harm  from  the  books  taken  from  our 
library." 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.  The  two  libraries  in  this  town  share  in  the  town 
appropriation  and  are  under  the  same  board  of  trustees,  but 
they  are  independent  in  other  respects.    At  the  Williamstown 
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Public  Library  new  shelves  have  been  added^  giving  much- 
needed  room.  At  present  little  can  be  done  for  the  pubUc 
schools^  but  it  is  endeavored  to  work  with  the  teachers  as  much 
as  possible. 

Wilmington.  Books  are  catalogued  by  the  Dewey  and  Cutter 
systems.  Each  teacher  in  the  public  schools  is  entitled  to  six 
books  at  one  time  for  school  work. 

WiNCHENDON.  The  library  is  working  in  a  helpful  way  with  the 
schools.  Teachers  have  extra  cards,  and  books  are  sent  to  the 
schools  to  be  used  in  school  work  as  needed.  The  library 
occupies  a  room  in  the  town  hall  building,  and  no  great 
change  or  improvement  in  library  work  can  be  hoped  for  in 
its  present  crowded  quarters. 

Winchester.  The  circulation  of  1904  showed  a  liberal  increase 
over  that  of  1903.  The  most  pressing  problem  has  been  the 
need  of  more  room.  Temporary  expedients  have  met  the 
present  demand.  Besides  the  lack  of  shelf  room,  there  is  in- 
sujQScient  space  for  workers  and  inadequate  provision  for  read- 
ers. So  far  as  material  goes,  the  library  is  well  equipped  to 
be  of  great  assistance  in  educational  work.  The  privily 
of  admission  to  the  shelves  has  been  extended  to  readers  as  far 
as  is  practicable;  and  it  is  hoped  that  some  time  more  space 
may  be  had,  so  that  all  may  go  to  the  shelves  and  have  room 
enough  there  to  considt  the  books  conveniently.  The  plan  of 
reserving  books  has  proved  of  great  convenience  to  those  who 
have  used  it.  On  request,  any  one,  by  paying  for  a  postal 
card,  will  be  notified  of  the  return  of  a  book,  and  it  will  be 
retained  for  them  twenty-four  hours.  A  small  collection  of 
books,  renewed  from  time  to  time,  has  been  kept  at  the  Wad- 
leigh  school  for  circulation  among  the  scholars,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  principal.  As  a  further  means  of  interest- 
ing the  school  children  in  the  library,  the  librarian  has  pre- 
pared several  lists  of  books  on  special  subjects  suggested  by 
the  school  committee.  During  the  year  the  experiment  of  not 
covering  new  books  has  been  tried,  and  the  papers  have  been 
removed  from  such  old  books  as  have  covers  suitable  for  ex- 
posure. The  result  has  been  gratifying.  The  uncovered  books 
prove  so  attractive  that  even  the  children  often  choose  a  book 
of  travel  or  history,  because  the  outside  looks  inviting.  The 
catalogue  cards  of  the  Library  of  Congress  are  used  for  new 
books,  and  their  use  has  been  found  to  be  so  advantageous 
that  it  is  intended  to  gradually  replace  the  old  cards  8o  far  as 
possible. 
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WiNTHROP.  The  circulation  of  1904  exceeded  that  of  1903.  About 
1,000  volumes  have  been  taken  from  the  stack  room  and  placed 
on  the  shelves  of  the  children's  reading  room,  to  which  the 
children  have  free  access.  The  card  catalogue  has  been  im- 
proved by  the  addition  of  cards  issued  by  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

WoBURX.  The  relations  of  the  library  with  the  public  schools 
are  harmonious,  and  every  assistance  possible  is  afforded  to 
teachers  and  scholars  in  the  use  of  the  books  on  the  shelves 
and  of  material  to  be  found  in  the  library.  A  teachers*  card, 
conferring  special  privileges,  is  in  use.  Increase  of  cards 
has  made  the  purchase  of  an  additional  catalogue  case  neces- 
sary. The  actual  limit  of  present  shelving  has  been  more 
than  reached.  This  problem  of  more  shelving  faces  most 
of  the  older  libraries  in  Massachusetts.  Plans  for  the  relief 
of  this  difficulty  here  are  being  considered.  For  two  years, 
for  reasons  unusual  in  the  history  of  the  library,  deliveries 
were  below  the  average;  but  the  circulation  of  1904  was 
nearly  up  to  the  usual  amount.  The  attendance  and  deliv- 
eries in  the  children's  room  have  increased,  which  is  in  part 
due  to  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools,  who  have  shown 
great  interest  in  the  work,  especially  those  in  the  younger 
grades.  They  have  encouraged  the  children  to  take  books, 
as  they  believe  it  helps  them  in  their  school  work.  The  chil- 
dren are  allowed  to  make  their  own  selection  from  the  shelves, 
either  for  library  or  home  use,  and  the  privilege  of  taking 
two  books  is  given.  The  work  in  this  department  is  steadily 
improving,  reaching  more  children  every  year,  and  bringing 
them  into  closer  relations  with  the  books  provided  for  their 
use.  The  open  shelf  is  allowed,  as  a  thing  which  the  people 
approve  and  a  privilege  which  they  should  have,  if  they  de- 
sire it.  The  annual  report  says :  "  On  the  other  hand,  the 
management  is  met  by  the  chances  of  books  being  taken  out 
and  returned  without  charging,  of  theft,  and  of  the  utter 
mixing  up  of  the  order  on  the  shelves,  and  of  an  increased 
amount  of  labor  on  the  part  of  the  force  to  put  them  in  their 
places  again.  ...  As  to  the  question  of  'theft'  in  connec- 
tion with  the  open  system,  I  agree  with  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  system,  that,  outside  of  the  classes  of  fiction  and  juve- 
niles, there  should  be,  in  libraries  of  the  size  and  value  of 
ours,  a  more  restricted  access  than  prevails,  even  now,  in  our 
own.  The  future  may  develop  here,  as  it  has  already  in  other 
places,  a  depletion  of  the  shelves  that  may  be  appalling.    The 
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New  York  Public  Library,  in  its  inexorable  manner,  reports 
immense  losses  in  its  branches  from  this  cause,  and  a  with- 
drawal of  the  privilege  in  several/' 

The  Eunice  Thompson  Memorial  Library.      The  prospect 
of  erecting  a  building  with  the  funds  left  by  the  late  Jonathan 
Thompson,  as  a  memorial  to  his  wife,  Eunice  Thompson,  bids 
fair  to  be  soon  realized.    For  this  purpose  the  city  holds  prop- 
erty amounting  to  about  $20,000,  of  which  $5,000  will  probably 
be  used  for  a  building.     This  library  is  entirely  independent 
of  the  Wobum  Public  Library  in  its  management. 
Worcester.    The  most  noticeable  feature  in   1904  was  a  large 
increase  in  the  use  of  books.    This  growth  was  shown  in  the 
reference  and  circulating  departments,  in  Sunday  use,  and  in 
the  distribution  through  the  branches.     It  was  manifested  in 
a  marked  degree  in  the  children's  room.     This  increase  was 
over  10  per  cent.,  and  was  exclusive  of  the  use  of  papers  and 
magazines  in  the  four  reading  rooms.    Of  the  patrons  of  the 
children's  room  the  librarian  says:  "It  is  especially  inter- 
esting to  listen  to  the  names  of  children  as  they  are  called 
out  by  the  attendants.    Apparently  two-thirds  of  them  are  of 
foreign  origin,  and  it  becomes  very  evident  that  in  the  im- 
mense use  of  books  in  the  English  language   (no  otliers  are 
provided  for  children)   our  population  is  being  made  more 
homogeneous,  and  the  work  of  the  schools  in  making  good 
American  citizens  is  being  very  largely  supplemented.'*    Copies 
of  the  Bible  for  the  blind  in  the  Moon  and  Line  types  have 
been  presented,  and  the  library  is  now  well  furnished  with 
books  in  the  Line,  American,  Braille  and  Moon  types.     A 
most  gratifying  use  is  made  of  the  medical  library  by  doctors, 
medical  students,  nurses  and  advanced  students,  as  well  as 
persons  intelligently  iaterested  in  the  study  of  disease,  not 
belonging  to  those  classes.     The  library  has  a  large  collec- 
tion of  photographs  by  the  best  European  photographers,  which 
are  used  for  reference  and  for  exhibitions.     A  frame  with  a 
movable  back  is  used  to  display  some  of  these  in  the  children's 
room.    One  photograph  at  a  time  is  shown,  always  a  copy  of  a 
work  by  one  of  the  great  masters  of  art.    It  is  intended  to 
show  a  series  of  seven  pictures  by  each  artist.    Thus  children 
will  have  continuously  before  them  a  truly  great  work,  and 
each  picture  will  be  exhibited  long  enough  to  make  an  im- 
pression.    It  is  hoped  that  by  presenting  several  pictures  by 
the  same  artist  some  susceptible  child  may  get  the  b^inning 
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of  a  knowledge  of  the  individual  style  and  peculiar  technique 
of  the  artist,  and  thus  enter  into  a  broader  knowledge  of  the 
world  of  art.  Talks  on  the  pictures  will  be  given  by  the  chil- 
dren's librarian.  A  similar  frame  is  to  be  placed  in  the  re- 
ception room  of  the  circulating  department.  Competitive 
examinations  for  the  positions  of  senior  and  junior  assistants 
have  been  introduced.  Walter  Kendall  Shaw,  late  librarian 
of  the  Brockton  Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  assistant 
librarian,  and  has  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  situation. 

Wrentham.  a  delivery  station,  with  a  weekly  exchange,  is  main- 
tained at  Sheldonville.  A  station  at  Plainville  has  been  dis- 
continued upon  the  incorporation  of  that  district  as  a  separate 
town.  Teachers  in  the  public  schools  may  have  books  for 
school  use.  A  supplementary  catalogue  has  been  issued,  for 
which  a  slight  charge  is  made,  "as  it  is  believed  that  more 
care  will  be  exercised  in  its  preservation  if  a  nominal  fee  is 
charged." 

Yarmouth.  Free  Social  Library,  South  Yarmouth.  The  secre- 
tary writes:  "We  have  for  several  years  attempted  to  do  a 
certain  amount  of  good  in  trying  to  draw  together  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  schools  and  the  public  library.  We  have 
loaned  the  schools  collections  of  books  that  would  prove  of 
value  from  an  educational  point  of  view,  and  have  been  much 
pleased  with  the  result.  I  have  found,  from  personal  observa- 
tion, that  the  children  will  read  a  class  of  books  taken  from 
the  schoolroom,  or  read  in  the  school,  that  they  will  not  take 
from  the  public  library;  and  it  is  this  class  of  books,  principally 
history  and  biography,  with  more  or  less  of  nature  studies 
that  we  have  placed  in  our  schools  from  our  public  library. 
The  children  seem  to  tliink  that  the  public  library  is  a  grand 
place  to  get  interesting  stories,  and  if  they  must  get  infor- 
mation, the  schoolroom  is  the  place  for  it.  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  public  library  can  do  its  best  work  in  educating  the 
young  through  branches  established  in  our  schools. 

West  Yarmouth  Library.  This  library  has  been  much  im- 
proved in  its  condition  by  the  addition  of  new  members,  who 
have  proved  helpful  in  various  ways ;  and  a  substantial  addition 
has  been  made  to  its  collection  of  books.  The  persistent  ef- 
forts of  its  members  in  holding  entertainments  and  sales  have 
been  instrumental  in  obtaining  funds  for  its  support. 
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The  Woman's  Education  Association. 

It  is  always  a  duty  as  well  as  a  pleasure  to  note  the  work  of 
the  Woman's  Education  Association.  With  admirable  fore- 
sight it  has  supplied  for  many  years,  and  maintained  witi 
great  efficiency,  all  the  travelling  libraries  that  could  be  utilized 
to  advantage  in  the  State,  and  some  of  its  members  have  made 
annual  tours  of  visitation  to  a  group  of  the  smaller  libraries. 
These*  visits  have  always  proved  interesting,  useful  and  inspir- 
ing. During  the  past  year  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the 
library  committee  of  this  association  visited  about  a  score  of 
libraries  in  western  Massachusetts,  with  productive  and  sug- 
gestive results.  These  visits  bring  those  in  charge  of  tie  small 
library  in  personal  contact  with  persons  who  have  the  general 
interests  of  our  libraries  at  heart,  and  whose  words  of  advice 
and  cheer  help  and  stimulate. 

Fifty-one  travelling  libraries,  containing  in  the  aggregate 
1,409  volumes,  are  owned  by  the  association.  The  returns 
from  42  of  these  libraries  show  a  circulation  of  3,997  volumes. 
On  the  basis  of  1,000,  the  circulation  was  divided  as  follows: 
fiction,  527;  travel,  142;  biography,  84;  periodicals,  59;  art, 
54 ;  history,  44 ;  natural  science,  35 ;  mechanic  arts,  18 ;  reli- 
gion, 7;  and  agriculture,  2.  The  following  56  towns  and  vil- 
lages were  benefited  by  these  libraries  during  the  year :  — 


Acushnet, 

Alford, 

Annisquam, 

Bedford, 

Bernardston, 

Billerica, 

Brimfield, 

Cheshire, 

Chi  1  mark, 

Col  rain, 

Dana, 

East  Freetown, 

Farley  (in  Erving), 

Florida, 

Goshen, 

Granville, 

Groveland, 

Hancock, 

Heath, 

Huntington, 


Hyannis, 

KnightBville  (in 
Huntington), 

Lakeville, 

Leverett, 

Littleville  (in  Ches- 
ter), 

Miller's  Falls, 

Monroe  Bridge, 

Monterey, 

New  Marlborough, 

North  Chester, 

Northfield, 

Oakham, 

Otis, 

Paxton, 

Pelham, 

Petersham, 

Plainfield, 

Rowe, 


Russell, 

Rutland, 

Sandisfield, 

Shelburne  Falls, 

Shrewsbury, 

Somerset, 

Southampton, 

Southbridge, 

Swift  River  (in  Cum- 

mington), 
Wales, 
Washington, 
Wendell, 

West  Chesterfield, 
West  Cummington, 
West  Stockbridge, 
West  Worthington, 
Wheelwright  (in 

Hardwick), 
Windsor. 
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The  special  libraries  number  10,  including  collections  on 
Venice,  Florence,  Shakespeare,  English  architecture,  Rome,  Ital- 
ian art,  Egypt,  French  art,  Spanish  art  and  religion.  New 
libraries  are  about  to  be  put  into  service  on  Greek  art,  Dutch 
art  and  travel  in  France.  The  four  Audubon  libraries  have 
been  loaned  to  Sturbridge,  Rutland,  Northfield,  Bernardston, 
Ashby,  Townsend,  South  Yarmouth  and  Dennis,  and  have  been 
heartily  welcomed  and  widely  circulated. 

Twenty  sets  of  pictures  have  been  shown  in  124  different 
places,  and  their  utility  has  been  demonstrated  by  many  appre- 
ciative expressions  of  satisfaction.  Two  of  the  admirably  pre- 
pared lists  of  books  recommended  for  purchase  have  been  issued 
by  the  association  during  the  year,  and  have  proved  of  great 
aid  in  guiding  the  purchases  of  small  libraries. 

The  Library  Art  Club. 

The  work  of  the  Library  Art  Club  is  constantly  increasing  in 
importance  and  usefulness.  There  are  now  90  exhibits  and 
117  members,  mostly  free  public  libraries,  of  which  87  are  in 
Massachusetts.  The  sets  have  been  exhibited  1,462  times.  In 
addition  to  the  educational  and  refining  influence  of  these  ex- 
hibits, they  serve  the  purpose  to  attract  many  visitors  to  the 
libraries,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  readers. 

A.  L.  A.  Book  List. 

The  commission  has  supplied  each  free  public  library  in  the 
State  with  the  numbers  of  the  monthly  book  list  published  by 
the  American  Library  Association  which  have  thus  far  been 
issued.  It  is  hoped  that  this  list  may  be  perfected  and  extended 
so  as  to  prove  a  trustworthy  guide  in  the  purchase  of  books, 
especially  for  the  smaller  libraries. 

The  smaller  libraries  of  the  State  as  a  whole  are  rendering 
excellent  service,  and  in  manifold  ways  justify  the  aid  the  State 
has  given  them.  Since  this  commission  was  established,  in 
1890,  it  has  expended  about  $25,000  for  the  distribulion  of 
books  to  found  and  aid  libraries  in  the  small  towns.  It  has 
aided  the  formation  of  over  100  libraries,  and  reinforced  them 
and  stimulated  others  by  the  distribution  of  books  from  the 
State.  The  commission  has  served  entirely  without  compensa- 
tion, it  has  paid  nothing  for  clerical  assistance,  and  of  the 
allowance  for  travelling  expenses  of  the  members  the  average 
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annual  expenditure  has  been  about  $80  per  aTiniiTn,  ooverisg 
the  expenses  of  two  of  its  members  who  live  remote  from  Bos- 
ton, in  attending  the  meetings,  which  have,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  been  held  monthly  since  the  commission  was  organ- 
ized. 

Profitable  assistance,  in  some  elastic  and  comparatiTelj  in- 
expensive form,  is  needed  to  maintain  the  highest  standard  of 
usefulness  in  different  portions,  especially  the  rural  and  sparsely 
settled  parts  of  the  State.  Three  means  of  such  aid  are  sug- 
gested: — 

1.  The  furnishing  of  a  small  allowance  of  new  books  at  the 
discretion  of  the  commission  to  a  languishing  library. 

2.  The  voluntary  service  of  competent  persons,  who  would 
be  willing  to  visit  libraries  under  the  direction  of  the  commis- 
sion, upon  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  travel  by  the  State. 

3.  Some  provision  by  which  the  commission  could  give  aid 
to  the  unpaid,  or  nominally  paid,  librarians  in  the  ipnaU  towns, 
who  would  attend  for  a  few  weeks  a  summer  library  school. 

A  moderate  amount  would  cover  the  expense  of  all  needed 
aid  in  these  directions. 

C.  B.  TILLINGHAST. 
MABEL  SIMPKINS  AGASSIZ. 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN. 
DELORAINE  P.  COREY. 
ELIZABETH  P.  SOHIER. 
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CITIB8  AND  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  LlbrarlaD. 


Abington, 

North  Abington^ 
AetoD,     . 
Aenshnet, 

Ptrry  /fill,  . 

Long  Plain, 
Adams,   . 
Agawam, 

Feeding  HilU, 
Alford,    . 
Ameabury, 
Amberat, 

North  Amherst, 
Andover, 
ArllDfftOD, 

Arlington  Heighte, 
Aabbarnham, 
Aehby,    . 
Aahfleld, 
Aihland, 
Athol, 

AUleboroagh, 
Aaburn,  .       . 
Ayod, 
Ayer, 
Barnstable, 

Centrecille, 

Ootuit, . 

Hyannie,     . 

Ifar»ton*9  MilU, 

Oeterriile,    . 

Weat  BametabU 
Barre, 
Beeket,    . 
Bedford, . 
BelcbertowD, . 
BelllDgbam,    . 
BelmoDt, 
Berkley, . 
Berlin,     . 

South  Berlin, 
BeroardttoD,  . 

Hwkle  Hill, 

Weet  Mountain, 
Bbtvrlt, 

Beverly  Farme, 
Blllerica. 

Talbot  Mill; 
Blackatone,     . 

Ea»t  Blackstone 

MilMlU,     . 
Bland  ford. 

North  Bland/ord, 

Blair  IHetrict, 
Bollon,    . 
Boston,  . 

Brighton,    . 

Charleetovon, 

Dorcheeter, 

£a»t  Boeton, 

Jamaica  Plain, 

JRozbury, 

South  Boeton, 

South  Fnd, 

Weet  End,  . 

Weit  Borintry, 


Ablngton  Pabllc  Library, . 
North  AblDgton  Branch,  . 
Acton  Memorial  Library, . 
Acnehoet  Free  Pabllc  Library, 
Perry  Hill  Branch,     . 
Long  Plain  Branch,    . 
Ademe  Free  Pabllc  Library, 
Agawam  Free  Pabllc  Library, 
FeedlngHUIt  Branch, 
Alford  Free  Town  Library, 
Ameobary  Pabllc  Library, 
Amherst  Town  Library,    . 
North  Amherst  Pabllc  Library, 
Memorial  Hall  Library,     . 
Robblna  Llbrarv, 
Arlington  Helsbu  Branch, 
Ashbamham  Pabllc  Library, 
Ashby  Free  Pabllc  Library, 
Ashfleld  Library  Association, 
Ashland  Public  Library,  . 
Athol  Free  Public  Library, 
Attleborough  Public  Library, 
Auburn  Free  Public  Library, 
Avon  Pabllc  Library, 
Ayer  Library,     . 
Storgls  Llbrarv, 
Centreville    Free    Public    Library 

Association. 
Ck>talt  Publtc  Library, 
Hyannis  Free  Public  Library, 
Marston*s  Mills  Library,  . 
OstervUle  Public  Library, 
West  Barnstable  Branch, 
Barre  Town  Library, 
Becket  AtheniBum,    . 
Bedford  Free  Public  Library, 
Clapp  Memorial  Library,  . 
Belllngham  Free  Public  Library, 
Belmont  Public  Library, 
Berkley  Pabllc  Library,    . 
Berlin  Free  Public  Library, 
Bouth  Berlin  Branch, 
Cuahman  Library, 
Huokle  Hill  Branch,  . 
West  Mountain  Branch,    . 
Beverly  Public  Library,    . 
Beverly  Farms  Branch,    . 
Bennett  Public  Library,   . 
Talbot  Library,  . 
Blackatone  Free  Public  Library, 
East  Blackstone  Branch,  . 
Mlllyille  Branch. 
Bland  ford  Free  Public  Library 
North  Blandford  Branch, . 
Blair  District  Branch, 
Bolton  Public  Library, 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
Brighton  Branch,  . 

Oharlestown  Branch, 
Dorchester  Branch,  . 
Bast  Boston  Branch, . 
Jamaica  Plain  Branch, 
Bozburv  Branch, 
South  Boston  Branch, 
Bouth  End  Branch,    . 
West  End  Branch,     . 
West  Bozbury  Branch,    . 


Helen  M.  Hunt. 
Gertrude  M.  Qleaaon. 
Arthur  F.  Davis. 
Elsie  Collins. 
Cora  B.  Fuller. 
Bophronia  W.  Veazle. 
Lucy  C.  Richmond. 
Ralph  Perry. 
B.  Newell  Smith. 
Mrs.  Rachel  B.  Plosa. 
Alice  C.  Follansbee. 
Mary  M.  Robinson. 
Helen  Crans. 
Ballard  Holt. 
Elizabeth  Jane  Newton. 
M.  Made  Beabury. 
Lona  M.  Davis. 
Eliza  A.  Kendall. 
Julia  A.Williams. 
Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Arnold. 

Martha  Tyrle. 
Joale  E.  Prouty. 
H.  Wallace  Blanchard. 
B  Adelaide  Blood. 
Elizabeth  O.  Nye. 
Roae  E.  Hallett. 

Mrs.  Zeno  B.  Parker. 
Elfleda  Jenkina  Bradford. 
Mra.  Bllott  Baxter. 
Mra.  Maarloe  Crocker. 

Carrie  Emily  Read. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Millard. 
Fannie  A.  Wood. 
Lydla  A.  Barton. 
Bertha  Franklin. 
Florence  E.  Whitcher. 
Julia  R.  Burt. 
Alice  E.  Babcock. 
John  Walter. 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Hills. 
Mrs.  C.B.Hale. 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Putnam. 
Martha  P.  Smith. 
Lillian  A.  Cnlbert. 
Fannie  B.  Paige. 
Llllie  Bottomley. 
Timothy  E.  Cnrran. 
Bessie  Scott. 
Timothy  E.  Cnrran. 
Hattle  Parka  Herrick. 
Mrs.  Howard  C.  Walte. 
Mrs.  Albert  M.Rltter. 
Fidelia  C.  Newton. 
Horace  G.  Wadlln. 
Belle  S.  Hall. 
Elizabeth  F.  Cartto. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.  Rewl. 
Ellen  O.  Walkley. 
Mary  P.  Swain. 
Helen  M.  Bell. 
Alice  M.  Robinson. 
Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 
Mrs.  Eliza  R.  Davis. 
Carrie  L.  Morse. 
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FREE  PUBLIC   LIBRARIES. 


[Jan. 


Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


Cities  akd  Towns. 


Bourne,  . 
Bozborongh,  . 
Bozford. 

BoyUtoD, 
BraiDtree, 
Brewster, 

Brldgewater,  . 
Brlinfleld, 
Bbockton,     . 

CatnpeliOt    . 

Montelto,     . 
Brook  field,     . 

JCatt  Brookjleld, 
Brooklioe, 

Coolidge  Comer ^ 

Boylaton  Street  ^ 
Backland, 
BarllDgtOD,     . 
Oambridoe,   . 

Ba%t  Cambridgef 
OantoD,   . 
Carlisle,  . 
Carver,    . 

North  Carver, 

South  Career, 

Bant  Carver, 

We»t  Carver, 
Charlemont,    . 
OharltOD, 
Chatham, 
Chelmsford,    . 

North  Chelmsford, 

Chilbba, 
Cheshire, 
Chester,  . 
Chesterfield,  . 

We»t  Cheeterjleld 
Chicopbb, 

Chicopee  Falle, 

WiUimamett, 
Chllmark, 
Clarksburg,    . 
CUotOD,  . 
Cohasset, 
Colrain,  . 

Adameville, 

Blm  Orove,, 

Chrintian  mil, 

Ba»t  Colrain, 
CoDcord, 
Conway, 
Cottage  City,  . 
Cammington, . 
Dalton,    . 
Dana, 

North  Dana, 
Danvers, 
DartmoQth,    . 

Soiith  Dartmouth, 
Dedham, 

Oakdale, 

Bait  Dedham, 
Deerfield, 
Deerfield, 

Pocumtuck    Valley 
Aetociation. 
Dennis,   . 
DIghton, . 
Douglas, 
Dover,     . 

Firet  ParUh, 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Jonathan  Bourne  Public  Library,    . 

Bozborough  Free  Public  Library,    . 

Bozford  Public  Library,  . 

Weat  Bozford  Public  Library, 

Boylston  Public  Library, . 

Thayer  Public  Library,     . 

Brewster  Ladies'  Library  Associa- 
tion. 

Brldgewater  Public  Library,    . 

Brlrofield  Public  Library, 

Brockton  Public  Library,  .    '  . 

Campello  Branch,      .        .        .        . 

Montello  Branch 

Merrick  Public  Library,    . 

Bast  Brookfield  Branch,    . 

Public  Library  of  Brookline,    . 

Coolidge  Corner  Station,  . 

Boylaton  Station,        .        .        .        . 

Buckland  Public  Church  Library,   . 

Burlington  Public  Library, 

Cambridge  Public  Library, 

East  Cambridge  Branch,   . 

Canton  Public  Library, 

Gleaeon  Public  Library,    . 

Carver  Public  Library, 

North  Carver  Branch, 

South  Carver  Branch, 

Bant  Carver  Branch,  .       .        .        . 

West  Carver  Branch, 

Charlemont  Free  Town  Library,     . 

Charlton  Free  Public  Library, . 

Bldredge  Public  Library, . 

Adams  Memorial  Library, 

North  Chelmsford  Library  Associa- 
tion. 

Fitz  Public  Library,  . 

Cheshire  Library  Association, . 

Cheater  Free  Public  Library,   . 

Chesterfield  Free  Public  Library, 

West  Chesterfield  Branch, 

Chicopee  City  Library, 

Chicopee  FAlla  Branch, 

Willimanaett  Branch, 

Chllmark  Free  Library,    . 

Clarkaburg  Public  Library, 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library,  . 

Colrain  Free  Library, 

Adamsville  Branch,  . 

Blm  Grove  Branch,    . 

Christian  Hill  Branch, 

Bast  Colrnin  Branch, 

Concord  Free  Pablic  Library,  . 

Conway  Public  Library,   . 

Cottage  City  Free  Public  Library, 

Bryant  Free  Library, 

Dalton  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Dana  Centre  Public  Library,    . 

North  Dana  Public  Library,     . 

Peabody  Institute  Library, 

Dartmouth  Free  Public  Library, 

Southworth  Library, . 

Dedham  Public  Library,  . 

Oakdale  Branch, 

Bast  Dedham  Branch, 

South  Deerfield  Town  Library, 

Dickinson  Library, 

Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Asso 
elation  Library. 

Jacob  Sears  Memorial  Library, 

DIghton  Free  I^lblio  Library,  . 

Simon  Fairfield  Public  Library, 

Dover  Town  Library, 

Barden  Library, 


Mrs  Bditb  Ftorenee  Nickersoa. 
Mrs.  Henry  L.  Priest. 
Gratuitous  services  of  ladies. 
Nellie  M.  Spofford. 
George  L.  Wright. 
Abbie  M.  Arnold. 
Alma  Rogers. 

Lucia  L.  Christian. 

Mary  Anna  Tarball. 

Frank  Uayden  Whltraore. 

Mrs.  Suaan  A.  Sampson. 

Mrs.  Addle  Howard. 

Bllza  R.  Hobba. 

Arthur  Davis. 

Louisa  M.  Hooper. 

Alfred  J.  Hay  man. 

Catherine  A.  O'Brien. 

Charles  W.  Trow. 

Florence  Isabell  Foster. 

Clarence  Waller  Ayer. 

Mary  Curtis. 

M  rs.  Lucy  D.  Downea. 

Mra.  Mary  A.  Green. 

Mrs.  Bemiee  Bather  Barrows. 

Rev.  Oscar  F.  Stetson. 

Henry  S.  Griffith. 

Laura  Bump. 

Blanche  Vinal. 

Juliet  Bacon  Smith. 

Mrs.  Hattle  L.  Carpenter. 

Mrs.  Florence  Howes  Bond. 

Edwin  R.  Clark. 

Emma  J.  G«y. 

Medora  Jennett  Simpson. 

Emma  B.  Martin. 

Grace  Alvord. 

Mra.  Hugh  B.Gray. 

Mra.  Gilbert  B.  Healy. 

Anne  Alcott  Smith. 

Emma  B.  Gorton. 

Grace  B.  Smith. 

Mra.  Florence  B.  Mayhew. 

Robert  S.  McKay. 

Charlotte  L.  Greene. 

Sarah  B.  Collier. 

Mrs.  Katharine  Holtoa  Cram. 

Frank  A.  Brown. 

M  rs.  Nelson  Joy. 

Mrs  O.H.Taylor. 

Mrs.  Arthur  Dennlaon. 

Helen  Whitney  Kelley. 

Grace  Pease. 

Ethel  Lonise  Barney. 

I^renzo  H.  Tower. 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Davison. 

Mrs.  Suaan  B.  Bterana. 

Mrs.  Ames  W.  Slat*. 

Mrs.  Bmilie  D.  Pateh. 

Mary  A.  Tucker. 

Helen  A.  Cnshman. 

Frances  M.  Mann. 

David  C.  VMentine. 

Joseph  Me^Aan. 

Manna  A.  Pieroe. 

Robert  Pelton  Blblay. 

George  Sheldon. 

Mra.  Nathan  Sears. 
Emma  B.  Hortoa. 

Alma  M.  Ohickerinff. 
Martha  B.  Oollrani. 
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Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


CiTiKB  AND  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


DracQl,   . 
Dudley,  . 
Danatable, 
Dnzbury, 
Bast  Bridge  water, 
Eastham, 
SasthamptOD, 
Saat  LoDgmeadow 
BaatOD,    . 
BdgartowD,    . 
EgremoDt, 
^2/drth  Egremont 

fe,  Wett  Egremont, 
nfield,  . 
Erring,    . 

MilUr'9  Falli, 
Eaaez,     . 

Eyebxtt, 

Eatt  Everett^ 
Falrhaven, 
Fall  Riyxr,  . 
Falmouth, 

We9t  Falmouth, 
Woods  Hole, 

FlTCHBUBO,     . 

Florida,  . 
Fozboroagb,  . 
Framlngham, . 
Franklin, 
Freetown, 

Ea»t  Freetotorit 
Oardner, 
Gay  Head, 
Georgetown,  . 
GUI,. 

River»ide,    . 

GLOnCBSTBB, 

Oloucetter, . 

Magnolia  f   . 

Annisquam, 
Goeben,  . 
Goenold, . 
Grafton,  . 
Graoby,  . 
Granville. 

Oranvllle  Centre 
Great  Harrington, 
Greenfield. 

OreenJIeld,  . 
Greenwicb,     . 
Groton,  . 
Groveland, 

South  Groveland 
Hadley,  . 

North  Hadley, 
Halifax,  . 
Hamilton, 
Hampden, 
Hancock, 

North  Hancock, 
Hanover, 
Hanson,  South, 
Hanson,  JVbrt A, 

New  State,  . 

Maquan, 

North  Uaneon, 
Hard  wick. 
Hard  wick, 

OilbertvUle, 
Harvard, 
Harwich, 
Hatfield, 


Dracnt  Town  Library, 
Dudley  Free  Public  Library,    . 
Dunstable  Free  Public  Library, 
Duzbury  Free  Library,     . 
Bast  Brldgewater  Public  Library, 
Baslham  Public  Library^  . 
Public  Library  Association, 
B.  Longmeadow  Public  Library, 
Ames  Free  Library,  • 
Bdgartown  Free  Public  Library, 
B^remont  Free  Library,    . 
North  Bgremont  Branch,  . 
West  Egremont  Branch,  . 
Enfield  Library  Association,    . 
Brvlng  Free  Public  Library,     . 
Miller's  Falls  Branch, 
T.  O.  H.  P.   Burnham  Public    Li 

brary. 
Frederick  B.  Parlln  Memorial  Li 

brary. 
Bhute  Memorial  Library, 
The  Mllllcent  Library, 
Fall  Kiver  Public  Library, 
Falmouth  Free  Public  Library, 
West  Falmouth  Library,  . 
Woods  Hole  Library, 
Fltchburg  Public  Library, 
Florida  Free  Public  Library,    . 
Boyden  Public  Library, 
Framlngham  Town  Library,    . 
Franklin  Library  Association, 
Guilford  H.  Hathaway  Library, 
Bast  Freetown  Circulating  Library 
Levi  Heywood  Memorial  Library, 
Gay  Head  Public  Library, 
Georgetown  Peabody  Library, 
Gill  Free  Public  Library, 
Riverside  Branch, 
Sawyer  Free  Library, 
Free  City  Library,     . 
Magnolia  Library, 
Aonisquam  Village  Hall  Library, 
Goshen  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Gosnold  Free  Public  Library, . 
Grafton  Public  Library,    . 
Granby  Free  Public  Library,   . 
Granville  Free  Public  Library, 
Granville  Centre  Branch,  . 
Great  Barrington  Free  Library, 
Greenfield  Public  Library, 
Greenfield  Library  Association, 
Greenwich  Public  Library, 
Groton  Public  Library,     . 
Groveland  Public  Library, 
Hale  Library,     .... 
Hadley  Free  Library, 
North  Hadley  Branch, 
Holmes  Public  Library,    . 
Hamilton  Public  Library, 
Hampden  Free  Public  Library, 
Hancock  Public  Library,  . 
North  Hancock  Branch,    . 
John  Curtis  Free  Library. 
Hanson  Public  Library,  South, 
Hanson  Public  Library,  North, 
New  State  Branch,    . 
Maquan  Branch, 
Hanson  Library  Association,  . 
Hardwiok  Free  Town  Library, 
Lucius  R.  Paige  Library, 
Gilbcrtvllle  Public  Library,     . 
Harvard  Public  Library,  . 
Broadbrooks  Free  Library, 
Hatfield  Publie  Library,   . 


Mra.  Truman  W.  Hill. 

Carrie  Elizabeth  Easterbrook. 

Mra.  Lizzie  A.  Swallow. 

Sara  B.  Higgins. 

Lucy  L.  Siddall. 

Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Clark. 

Dorcas  Chapin  Miller. 

Mary  R.  Mcintosh. 

Mary  Lavinia  Lamprey. 

Eunice  C.  Ripley. 

Frances  0*Neil. 

Bessie  Millard. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Smith. 

Ada  L.  Harwood. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Walkup. 

W.  A.  Butman. 

Bthelyn  B.  Story. 

Ellen  L.  Johnson. 

Mrs.  LeonaC.  Lydlard. 
Drew  B.  Hall. 

Pamella  Frances  Bobbins. 

Albert  S.  Bowerman. 

Joseph  Walsh. 

George  B.  Nutting. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Whltcomb. 

Mary  D.  Torrey. 

Emma  Leonore  Clarke. 

Mrs.  Ella  G.  Campbell. 

Mary  Florence  Dean. 

Elizabeth  W.  Lawrence. 

Mary  Reynolds  Clarke. 

Harry  G.  Reed. 

Sara  T.  Noyes. 

O.  F.  Hale. 

Frank  D.  Jones. 

Rachel  Sawyer  Webber. 

Anna  G.  O'Neill. 

Elizabeth  T.  Thornton. 

Helen  Lane,  Chairman. 

Winnie  Alvev  Dresser. 

Mra.  Bertha  L.  Steuon. 

Mabel  L.  Howe. 

CoraH.Kell<^g. 

Mabel  H.  Root. 

Mrs.  Luelen  Graves. 

Emma  W.  Sheldon. 

May  Ashley. 

Almeda  Burnett  Robbins. 

Helen  I.  Nevlns. 

Emma  F.  Blood. 

Louise  Florence  Oammett. 

Edward  L.  Sides. 

George  O.  Marah. 

O.  W.  Prouty. 

James  T.  Thomas. 

Mrs.  Grace  O.  Stone. 

Mra.  John  Q.  Adams. 

Daniel  Shepardson. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Teager. 

Alice  Loriog  Bailey. 

Mra.  A  bby  F.Phillips. 

Mary  J.  Draw. 

Mra.  Maij  F.  Bates. 

Lucy  L.  Bryant. 

Mary  J.  Draw. 

Hannah  R.  Spooner. 

Hannah  R.  Spooner. 

And  raw  Bacber. 

Bstelle  B.  WUlard. 

Lulu  B.  Tobey. 

John  H.  Sanderson. 
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FKEE   PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


[Jan. 


Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  arid  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


OlTMt  AKD  TOWHS. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Ltbrmriaa. 


Hatbbhill,   . 

Wathington  Street, 

Ayer*8  Village,  . 

Rocks  Village,    . 

Bradford,  . 
Hawley,  . 

Weet  HavoUy, 
Heath,     . 
Hlogham, 

Nantaehei,  . 
Hlnedale, 

Holbrook, 
Holdeo.  •       .       . 
Holland, . 
Holllaton, 

HOLTOKl, 

Hopedale, 
Hopklnton,     . 
HubbardetoD, 
HndaoD,  . 
Hnll. 
HantingtoD,    . 

Norwich  mil,     . 

Knightville, 
Hyde  Park,    . 

Readcille,    . 
Ipawiob, . 
KlngetoD, 
Lakevllle, 

North  Lakeville, 

South  Lakeville, 
Laneacter, 
Laoeeboroagb, 
Lawbbhci,    . 

South  Lawrence, 

l^o9,  •  •  • 

Leloeeter, 

OreenvlUe,  , 

Rochdale,    . 
Lenox,     . 
Leominster,    . 
Leverett, 

HilUborough,     . 

Moore*»  Comer, 

North  Leverett,  . 
Lexington, 

Baet  Lexington, . 
Leyden,  .  . 

Lincoln,  . 
Littleton, 
Longmeadow, 
Lowell,  . 

Ludlow,  . 
Lnnenbnrg,     . 
Ltnn, 
Lynnneld, 
Maldsn, 
Manchester,   . 
Mansfleld, 
Marblebead,    . 
Marion,    . 
Mablbobodoh, 

Robin  mil, . 
Marshfield,     . 

MarthJUld  mil; 
Mashpee, 

South  Maehpee, . 
Mattapoisett,  . 
Maynard, 
Medfleld. 
Mbdfobd, 
Med  way,  Weet, 

Medway  Village, 


Haverhill  Public  Library, 

Washington  Street  Branch, 

Ayer's  village  Branch,     . 

Rocks  Village  Branch, 

Bradford  Branch, 

Hawley  Free  Public  Library, 

Hawley  Free  Public  Library, 

Heath  Free  Public  Library, 

Hingham  Public  Library, 

Nantasket  Library,    . 

Hinsdale  Public    Libriiry  Associa 

lion. 
Holbrook  Public  Library, 
Gale  Free  Library,     . 
Holland  Public  Library,    . 
Holliston  Public  Library, 
Holyoke  Public  Library,  . 
Bancroft  Memorial  Library, 
Hopklnton  Public  Library, 
Hubbardston  Public  Library, 
Hudson  Public  Library,    . 
Hull  Village  Library, 
Huntington  Free  Library, 
Norwich  Hill  Branch, 
Knightville  Branch,  . 
Hyde  Park  Public  Libiary, 
Readvllle  Branch, 
Ipswich  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Frederic  C.  Adams  Public  Library 
Lakeville  Free  Public  Library, 
North  Branch,    . 
South  Branch,    . 
Lancaster  Town  Library, 
Laneaborough  Town  Library, 
Lawrence  Free  Public  Library 
South  Lawrence  Branch,  . 
Lee  Public  Library,  . 
Leicester  Public  Library, . 
Copeland  Memorial  Library, 
Rochdale  Branch, 
Lenox  Library,  . 
Leominster  Public  Library, 
Leverett  Free  Public  Library, 
Hillsborough  Branch, 
Moore's  Corner  Branch,    . 
North  Leverett  Free  Public  Library 
Cary  Library, 
Bast  Lexington  Branch,    . 
Leyden  Free  Public  Library, 
Lincoln  Public  Library,     . 
Reuben  Hoar  Library, 
Longmeadow  Town  Library, 
City  Library  of  Lowell,    . 
Hubbard  Memorial  Library, 
Lunenburg  Public  Library, 
Lynn  Free  Public  Library, 
Lynnfleld  Free  Public  Library 
Maiden  Public  Library,     . 
Manchester  Public  Library, 
Mansfield  Public  Library, 
Abbot  Public  Library,      . 
Marlon  Public  Llbrarv,     . 
Marlborough  Public  Library, 
Robin  Hill  Improvement  Society, 
Ventrcss  Free  Public  Library, 
Olift  Rogers  Free  Library, 
Mashpee  Free  Public  Library, 
South  Mashpee  Branch,     . 
Mattapoisett  Free  Public  Library, 
Maynard  Public  Library,  . 
Medfleld  Public  Library,  . 
Medford  Public  Library,  . 
Medway  Free  Public  Llbrory,  . 
Dean  Library,     .... 


John  Orant  Monlton. 
Martha  B.  Barrowa. 
Edwin  M.  HaaelUoe. 
A.  Pearl  Sawyer. 
Kate  B.  Johnaon. 
Mrs.  Morris  N.  Brown. 
Mrs.  I.e.  Vincent. 
Henry  Kirk  Smith. 
Hawkes  Fearing. 
Mary  W.  Clark. 
James  Hosmor. 

Zenas  Aaron  Fr«neh. 

Mrs.  Addle  M.  Holdeo. 

Mrs.  Bertha  L.  Howlett. 

Josephine  B.  Roekwood. 

Frank  Qrenell  Willcoz. 

Harriet  B.  Somborfer. 

Sadie  B.  Stewart. 

Lucy  H.  Grimes. 

Mrs.  Grace  M.  Whtttomora. 

Carrie  B.  Mitchell. 

Mrs.  Adeline  B.  Manaon. 

Kev.  Mr.  Hendrioka. 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Bates. 

Bllxabeth  Ainswortb. 

Henry  M.  Dean,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Maine. 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  McLaathlen. 

Mary  Luella  Nelson. 

Blolse  A.  Hafford. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Harlow. 

Virginia  M.  Keyea. 

Mrs.  Anna  Fuller  Bonnott. 

William  A.  Walah. 

Mary  Stallman. 
Mary  Whlttemore  Warron, 
Mrs.  Melinda  G.  Whealoek. 
Mrs.  Arthur  Woodhead. 
Anna  Louise  White. 
Florence  Bthel  Wheeler. 
BIsie  R.  Amea. 
Mrs.  BtU  Ball. 
Mrs  Frank  Boome. 
Bdith  B.  Fisk. 
Marian  P.  Kirkland. 
Bmma  O.  Nlchola. 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Severanoe. 
LydIa  J.  Chapln. 
Sarah  Foster  White. 
Mrs.  Katharine  C.  Gatea. 
Frederick  A.  Ohaae. 
Bdlth  H.  Orownlnahleld. 
L.  Frances  Jonee. 
Harriet  Lonlae  Matthewa. 
Blixabeth  W.  Green. 
LixsieA  Williams 
Delucena  Lothrop  BIngliaau 
Ida  Francea  Hodgea. 
Mary  Gerrv  Brown. 
Alice  Anstln  Ryder. 
Saiah  B.  Cottlng. 
Nellie  Weagle. 
Joshua  T.  Baker. 
Mrs.  Lena  A.  Holbrook. 
Clara  N.Colltna. 
Mrs.  Adeline  Mills. 
Clara  F.  Sherman. 
Mra.  Sarah  F.  Nyman. 
Lucretta  M.  Johnaon. 
Mary  B.  Sargent. 
Mrs.  Anna  nies. 
Bertha  B.  Newell. 
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Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


Oinxs  AND  Towns. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


MSLROSB, 

MeodoD, 
Merrimac, 
Metbuen, 
lliddleborotigb, 
Mlddlefield,    . 

Bancroft,    . 
MiddletoD,      . 
Mllford,  . 
Millbary, 
Mlllla,      . 
Mlltoo,    . 

Xa»t  Milton, 

Mattapan,  . 

Busaelt, 

Milton  Village, 
Monroe,  . 

Monroe  Bridge, 
Monaon,  . 
Montagne, 

7\imer*»  Falls, 
Monterey, 
Montgomery, 
Mount  Waaolngton 
Nahant,  . 
Nantucket, 
Natick,    . 

South  Natick, 
Needham, 

HighlandviUe, 
New  Aahford, 
Nsw  Bedford, 

North  District, 

South  District, 
New  Bralntree, 
Nbwbortfobt, 

South  Newhuruport, . 
New  Marlborough, 

Mill  River,  . 

Clayton. 

Hartsville,  . 

Soutf^eld,  , 

Soutf{/leld,  . 
New  Salem,    •       . 
Nrwton, 

Aubumdale, 

Newton  Centre,  . 

Newton  Upper  Falls, 

West  Newton,     . 
Norfolk, .        .        .       . 
North  Adams,     . 

Blackinton, 

BraytonvilU, 

East  Mountain, . 

HoughtonvilU,    . 

Beaver, 
North  AndoTer,     . 
North  Attleborough,     . 
North  Brookfield, . 

North  Reading, 
Northampton,     . 

Florence, 
Northampton,     . 
Northborough, 
Northbridge,  . 
Northfield, 

Norton,  .       •       .       . 
Norwell, 
Norwood, 
Oakham, 
Orange,  .        .       .       . 

North  Orange,    . 


Melroae  Public  Library,    . 

Taft  Public  Library, 

Merrimac  Public  Library, 

Nevina  Memorial  Library, 

Middleborough  Public  Library, 

Mlddlefield  Public  Library, 

Bancroft  Branch, 

Flint  Public  Library, 

Milford  Town  Library,     . 

Millbury  Town  Library,  . 

Mlllia  Public  Library, 

Milton  Public  Library,      . 

East  Milton  Reading  Room, 

Mattapan  Reading  Room, 

Ruaaell  Readine  Room,     . 

Milton  Village  Station, 

Monroe  Free  Public  Library, 

Monroe  Bridge  Branch,     . 

Monaon  Free  Library, 

Montague  Public  Library, 

Turner's  Falla  Branch, 

Monterey  Free  Library, 

Montgomery  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Mount  Waahington  Public  Library, 

Nahant  Public  Library,     .        . 

Nantucket  AthensBum, 

Moree  Inatitute  Library,  . 

Bacon  Free  Library,  .... 

Needham  Free  Public  Library, 

nighlandyille  Branch, 

New  Aahford  Public  Library, . 

Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
New  Bedford. 

North  Branch, 

South  Branch, 

New  Bralntree  Free  Public  Library, 

Newbnryport  Public  Library,  . 

South  End  Reading  Room, 

New  Marlborough  Public  Library, 

Mill  River  Branch,     .        .       .        . 

Clayton  Branch,         .... 

Hartaville  Branch,     .        .        .        . 

Southfleld  Branch 

Seymour  Library  Aaaoclatlon, 

New  Salem  Public  Library,     . 

Newton  Free  Library, 

Auburndale  Branch, .       .       .       . 

Newton  Centre  Branch,     . 

Newton  Upper  Falla  Branch,   . 

Weat  Newton  Branch, 

Norfolk  Public  Library,    . 

North  Adama  Public  Library, . 

Oaear  A.  Archer  Branch, .       . 

Braytonyllle  Branch, 

East  Mountain  School, 

HoughtonTlUe  Branch,      . 

Beayer  Branch, 

North  Andover  Public  Library, 

Richards  Memorial  Library,     . 

North  Brookfield  Free  Public  Li- 
brary and  Reading  Room. 

Flint  Library. 

Northampton  Public  Library, 

Florence  Branch, 

Forbes  Library, . 

Northborough  Free  Library, 

Whitinaville  Social  Library, 

DIckinaon  Memorial  Library, 

Norton  Public  Library,     . 

James  Library,  . 

Morrill  Memorial  Library, 

Oakham  Free  Public  Library, 

Orange  Free  Public  Library, 

North  Orange  Branch, 


Carrie  M.  Worthen. 
Annie  W.QasklU. 
Louise  C.  Brackett. 
Harriet  L.  Crosby. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  K.  Thatcher. 
Metcalf  J.  Smith. 
Sarah  L.  Savory. 
Samuel  A.  Fletcher. 
Nathaniel  F.  Blake. 
Carolyn  C.  Watera. 
Mra.  Annie  Macdonough. 
Gertrude  Bmmona  Forrest. 
Josephine  M.  Baboock. 
Ellen  F.  Vose. 
Jennie  W.  Kennedy. 
Mary  M.  Krim. 
Addle  L.  Oordon. 
Mra.  Leila  M.  Blanohard. 
Nellie  F.  Squler. 
Kate  A.  Armatrong. 
Norman  P.  Farwell. 
Delia  A.  Try  on. 
Mra.  D.  L.  Allyn. 
Guy  William  Patterson. 
May  W.  Perkins. 
Sarah  F.  Barnard. 
Mira  R.  Partridge. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  Williams. 
Mrs.  Riella  Juliana  Dunn. 
Bertha  E.  Cuburn. 
George  H.  Halfacre. 
George  H.  Tripp. 

William  Brown. 
Robert  Allen. 
Carrie  Frances  Bush. 
John  D.  Parsons. 
Emma  M.  Lander,  Sec'y. 
K.  C.  Doyle. 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Fields. 
Mrs.  H.  R.  Bunnell. 
Julia  Lawrence. 
Kate  L.  Baldwin. 
Kate  L.  Baldwin. 
Mrs.  Geneva  Seig  Ballard. 
Elizabeth  P.  Thurston. 
Annie  E.  Bunker. 
Julia  C.  Henshaw. 
Mary  E.  Barnard. 
Helen  Wheeler. 
Walter  L.  Sykes. 
Mabel  Temple. 
Gladys  Hughes. 
Helen  Brown. 
Mary  Hart. 
Sadie  Henderson. 
Charles  Prlndle. 
Hannah  J.  Quealy. 
Leda  Jane  Thompson. 
Nellie  L.  Smith. 

Addle  W.  Gowlng. 
Sarah  D.  Kellogg. 
Mary  A.  Fuller. 
William  Parker  Cutter. 
M.EvHyn  Potter. 
Mrs.  William  B.  Fuller. 
Mrs.  F.  J  Stockbridge. 
Emily  A .  Titus. 
Joseph  F.  Merriti. 
Jane  Atherton  Hswett. 
Frank  E  Davis. 
Grace  H.  Daw  ley. 
Mrs.  Sara  E.  Rich. 
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Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Cod. 


CiTTBS  AND  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


N 


of  LfbiarteB. 


Orleans,  . 
Oti», 
Oxford,   . 

North  Oxford, 
Palmer,  . 
PaztoD,   . 
Peabody, 
Peabody, 

Pel  ham,  . 

We9t  Pelham, 
Pembroke, 

BryanMlte, 
Pepperell, 
Pern, 

Petersham, 
PhliltpetOD,     . 

PiTTSFIBLD,    . 

Pontoosuc,  . 
Plain6eld, 
Plymouth, 

ydrth  Plymouth 
PlymptoD, 
Preacott, . 

Ea9t  Dittrict, 

mil  Di9trict, 
PrlocetOD, 
ProvlDcetown, 

QUIMCT,  . 
Kandolph, 
Baynham, 
North  Raynham, 


Beading, . 
Rehoboth, 
Revere,    . 
Richmond, 
Rochester, 

North  Rocheiter, 
Rockland, 
Rockport, 

Pigeon  Cote, 
Rowe, 
Rowley,  . 
Royalston, 
Rassell,  . 

WoronocOt  . 

Ru»9eU  Mountain 
Rutland, . 
Balkm,    . 
Salisbury, 
Bandlsfield.     . 
Sandwich, 
Saogus,    . 
Savoy, 
Scltuate, . 

North  ScUuate, 
Seekonk, 
Sharon,    . 
Sheffield, 
Bhelbnrne, 

Shelbume  FalU, 
Sherbom, 
Shirley,   . 
Bhrewsbnry,  . 
Sbutesbnry,    . 
Somerset, 

BOMIRTILLK, . 
South  Hadley, 

South  Hadley  FalU 
Sonthampton, 
Bouthborough, 
Southbridge,  . 
Southwick,     . 


LI- 


Snow  Library, 

Otis  Pree  Publie  Library, 
Oxford  Pree  Public  Library,    . 
North  Oxford  Branch, 
Toung  Men*s  Library  AasodatioB, . 
Paxton  Pree  Public  Library,    . 
Peabody  Institute  Library, 
Bben    Dale   Sutton    Reference 

brary. 
Pelham  Pree  Public  Library, 
West  Pelham  Branch, 
Pembroke  Pree  Library,  . 
Cobb  Memorial  Library,   . 
Lawrence  Library,     . 
Pree  Public  Library  of  Peru, 
Petersham  Memorial  Library, 
Phillips  Pree  Public  Library, 
Berkshire  Athenasum, 
Pontoosnc  Branch,     . 
Plaiofleld  Public  Library, 
Plymouth  Public  Library, 
Lorlng  Reading  Room, 
Plympton  Free  Public  Library, 
Preacott  Pree  Public  Library, 
East  Branch, 
Hill  Branch, 

Princeton  Public  Library, 
Provincetown  Public  Library, 
Thomas  Crane  Public  Library, 
Turner  Free  Library, 
Baynham  Public  Library, 
North    Raynham    Library    Aasoci- 

ation. 
Beading  Public  Library,    . 
Blanding  Library, 
Bevere  Public  Library,     . 
Bichmond  Pree  Public  Library, 
Rochester  Public  Library, 
North  Rochester  Branch,  . 
Bockland  Public  Library, 
Bockport  Public  Library, 
Pigeon  Cove  Branch, .       • 
Bowe  Town  Library, 
Bowley  Free  Public  Library, 
Boyalston  Public  Library, 
Bussell  Public  Library,     . 
Woronoco  Branch,     . 
Bussell  Mountain  Branch, 
Butland  Free  Public  Library, 
Salem  Public  Library, 
Salisbury  Free  Library,     . 
Sandinfleld  Public  Library, 
Sandwich  Free  Public  Library, 
Saugus  Free  Public  Library, 
Savoy  Free  Public  I J  brary, 
Batuit  Library,   . 
Peirce  Memorial  Library, 
Seekonk  Public  Library,  . 
Sharon  Public  Librarv, 
Sheffield  Free  Town  Library, 
Shelburne  Free  Public  Library, 
Arms  Public  Library, 
Sherbom  Town  Library,  . 
Shirley  Public  Library,     . 
Shrewsbury  Free  Public  Library, 
Bhutesbury  Free  Public  Library, 
Somerset  Free  Public  I^lbrary, 
Somerville  Public  Library, 
South  Hadley  l*ubllc  Library, 
South  Hadley  Public  Library, 
Souihnmpton  Public  Library, 
Pay  Library, 

Southbridge  Public  Library, 
Bouihwlck  Pree  Public  Library, 


Hiram  Myers. 
Mra.  Olive  J.  ~ 
lira  Clara  A.  PnUer. 
Nellie  If.  Tolman. 
Bobert  J.  Fuller. 
Bona  Bobtnaon. 
Lymao  P.  Oabom. 
Angoata  F.  Danleki. 

Mary  A.  Kaitli. 

Mra.  Lyman  Allen. 

Bllen  F.  Cox. 

Mra.  Julia  Mortoo. 

Mra.  M.  Fannto  Bbattoek. 

Mattle  Hathaway. 

Fannie  Gordon  Prinea. 

Mra  Flora  V.  Danforth. 

Harlan  H.  BailanL 

P.  H.  Keenn. 

Anna  M.  King. 

Nellie  Tliomaa. 

Alice  Crane. 

John  Bherman. 

Flora  A.  Griawold. 

Mrs.  Flora  Brown. 

Helen  DIeklnaon. 

Suaan  A.  Davia. 

Abbie  Cook  Puuiam. 

Amelia  L.  Bnmpna. 

Charles  Chittenden  FunhiB. 

Lucy  W.  Tbompaon. 

Mra.  Mary  H.  Barton. 

Bertha  L.  Brown. 

Nettie  M.  Barle. 

Harriet  T.  Fenno. 

Abbie  B.  Bamea. 

Anne  T.  By  dor. 

Bev.  J.  P.  Trowbrldga. 

Angela  W.  OolHaa. 

Elsie  M.  Dann. 

Martha  D.  Fretch. 

Mrs.  Alices.  Newell. 

Mrs.  Catharioa  N.  Mighia. 

Mrs.  Emeline  B.  Maekenxla. 

Mrs.  M   B  Shelley. 

Mrs.  F.  Bower. 

npoon. 

Pront: 
Gardner  M.  Jonea. 
Alice  B.  Currier. 
Carrie  M.  Barker. 
Annie  A.  Bogera. 
Emma  B.  Newhall. 
William  F.  Brigga. 
Blanche  C.  Gardner. 
Mr*.  Mary  L.  Lee. 
Edna  T.  Lane. 
Emma  A.  Baker. 
Gertrude  S.  Gleaaon. 
Mercy  A.  Anderaon. 
Daniel  W.  Wileoz. 
M.  Nellie  Clark. 
Mrs.  Alice  LIvermoiv  WrlfM- 
Mabel  B.  Knowlton. 
MHry  L.  Clark. 
Myra  Babbitt. 
Sam  Walter  Foas. 
Bebecca  Franoea  Bmltlu 
Q  rover  C.  Kiriey. 
Eva  M.  Gridley. 
Prancena  B.  Book. 
EllaE.MIeraeh. 
Wilder  Bennett 


Mrs.  C.  J.  ThODOi 
Mrs.  Martha  L.  Pronty. 
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Cms  AKD  TOWHB. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Spencer, 
Bpbinofixld, 

Indian  Orchard, 
Ftrry  Street, 
Forest  Part, 

Sterling,  . 
Stockbridge,  .. 
Btoneham, 
Sioaghton, 
Stow, 

Bturbridge,     . 
Sndbnry, 
Sunderland,    . 
Sotton,    . 

Manchaug, 

South  Sutton, 

We$t  Sutton, 

WilkinsonviUe, 
Swampscott, 
Swansea, 
Taunton, 
Templeton. 
Tewkabury, 
Tiabary, 
Tolland, 
Topafleld, 
Townaend, 
Truro, 

yorth  Truro, 

South  Truro, 
Tyngsborough, 
Tyrlngham, 
Upton,     . 
Uxbridge, 
Wakefield, 
Walea,     . 
Walpole, 
Walthax, 
Ware,      . 
Wareham, 
Warren,  . 
Warwick, 
Watertown, 
Wayland, 
Webater, 
Wellealey, 
Wellfleet, 
Wendell, 

Farley, 
Wenbam, 
Weetborongh, 
Weat  Boylaion, 
Weat  Brldgewater, 
Weat  Brookfleld, 
Weatfleld, 

Mundale,     . 
Weatford, 
Westbampton, 

Weatmlntter, . 

Weat  Newbury, 
Firtt  Pariah, 

Weatport, 
Bead  of  Weatport, 
South  Weatport, 
Brownell*a  Comer, 
Weatport  Point, . 

Weat  Uprlngfleld,  . 

Weat  Siockbrldge, 

West  Tiabary, 

Weaton,  . 

West  wood,     . 


Richard  Sugden  Library,  . 

City  Library  Aasociatlon  of  Spring 

field. 
Indian  Orchard  Branch,    . 
Ferry  Street  Branch, 
Forest  Park  Branch,  . 

Faith  Branch 

Sterling  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Btockbrldge  Library  Association, 
Stoneham  Free  Public  Library, 
Stoughton  Public  Library, 
Randall  Memorial  Library, 
Joshua  Hyde  Library, 
Gk>odnow  Library, 
Sunderland  Public  Library, 
Sutton  Free  Library, 
Manchaug  Branch, 
South  Button  Branch, 
West  Button  Branch, 
Wllkinsonvllle  Branch,     . 
Swampacott  Free  Public  Library, 
Swansea  Free  Public  Library, 
Taunton  Public  Library,  . 
Boynton  Public  Library,  . 
Tewkabury  Public  Library,      . 
Vineyard  Haven  Library, 
Tolland  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Topsfield  Town  Library, 
Townaend  Public  Library, 
Truro  Town  Library, 
North  Truro  Branch, 
South  Truro  Branch, 
Littlefleld  Library,     . 
Tyrlngham  Free  Pnbllc  Library, 
Upton  Town  Library, 
Uxbrldge  Free  Pnbllc  Library, 
Beebe  Town  Library, 
Walea  Public  Library, 
Walpole  Public  Library,  . 
Waltham  Public  Library, . 
Toung  Men*a  Library  Aaaociatlon, 
Wareham  Free  Public  Library, 
Warren  Pnbllc  Library,    . 
Warwick  Free  Library,    . 
Free  Public  Library, . 
Way  land  Free  Public  Library, 
Webster  Free  Public  Library, . 
Wellealey  Free  Library,    . 
Wellfieet  Public  Library, . 
Wendell  Free  Library, 
Farley  Branch,    .... 
Wenham  Public  Library,  . 
WestborouRh  Public  Library, . 
West  Boylston  Public  Library, 
West  Brldgewater  Pnbllc  Library, 
Merriam  Public  Library,  . 
Westfield  Athennum, 
Mundale  Branch, 
J.  V.  Fletcher  Library,     . 
Westhampton   Reunion   Town  Li 

brary. 
Forbush  Memorial  Library,     . 
West  Newbury  Public  Library, 
First  Pariah  Branch, . 
Weatport  Free  Pnbllc  Library, 
Weatport  Public  Library, 
South  Weatport  Branch,  . 
Brownell'a  Corner  Branch, 
Weatport  Point  Library,  . 
West  Springfield  Public  Library, 
West  Btockbrldge  Free  Library, 
Weat  Tiabury  Free  Public  Library 
Weaton  Public  Library,    . 
Weatwood  Free  Public  Library, 


Nellie  A.  Belcher. 
UiUer  C.  Wellmao. 

Nellie  E.  Dodge. 
Bessie  Amsden. 
Harriet  B.  Winaor. 
Harriet  B.  Winaor. 
Mary  D.  Peck. 
Caroline  P.  Wells. 
Mra.  H.  Marilla  Boyoe. 
M.  Alice  Burnham. 
Buaan  M.  Lawrence. 
Mra.  Horace  M.  Locke. 
Mary  L.  Cutter. 
Abble  T.  Montague. 
Sarah  M.  Mills. 
Francis  T^scott. 
Mrs.  Mary  Littlefleld. 
Jaaon  Watera. 
Arthur  Merrill. 
Sarah  Louiae  Honors. 
Julia  R.  Wellington. 
Joshua  Bddy  Crane. 
Grace  E.  Blodgett. 
Harrlette  O.  Lee. 
Mabel  T.  Ttlton. 
Wllbert  Munn. 
Albert  M.  Dodge. 
Annie  B.  Begg. 
Mrs.  Laurena  A.  Ryder. 
Mrs.  A.  O.  Small. 

A.  B.  Cobb. 

Ellen  Lydla  Perham. 
Hazel  Tinker. 
Mrs.  Laura  C.  Sadler. 
Beatrice  Putnam. 
Mra.  Harriet  A.  Shepard. 
L.  H.  Thompaon. 
Ida  J.  Phelps. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  BUI. 
Harriet  B.  Hayden. 
Mra.  Harriet  Parker  Harlow. 
Joaeph  O.  Hastings. 
Clara  A.  Jones. 
Solon  F.  Whitney. 
Margaret  B.  Wheeler. 
Mra.  Phoebe  P.  Klngabury. 
Florence  M.  Osborne. 
Mrs.  Kate  B.  Brown. 
Mra.  Mary  B.  White. 
Mildred  C.  Russell. 
Benjamin  H.  Conant. 
Martha  J.  Baatman. 
Ella  L.  Sawyer. 
Mary  L.  Perkins. 
Florence  A.  Jobnaon. 
Herbert  W.  Denlo. 
EeT.WUbur  T.Hale. 
Mary  P.  Bunco. 
George  B.  Knight. 

Sadie  F.  Greene. 
Caroline  Carr. 
Mrs.  Isabel  A.  Kennett. 
Annie  R.  Howland. 

B.  W.  Burt,  M.D. 
Mrs.  William  Oifford. 
Arthur  Reynolda. 
Mary  C.  Corey. 
Daniel  G.  White. 
Frances  J.  Edwards. 
Cyrua  Manter. 
Mande  M  Pennook. 
Annie  L.  Rlchardaon. 
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Name  of  Library. 
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Weymontb,    . 

South  Weiftnouth, 
Whately, 
Whitman, 
Wllbrabam,    . 
Witllamsbars, 

IfaydenvilU, 
Wiillamatown, 

South  WUliamtiown, 
Wilmington,  . 
Wlnchendon, . 
Winobeater,  • 
Windaor,  . 
WIntbrop, 

WOBURN, 
WORCBBTIB,  . 

Belmont^ 

Ora/ton  Square, 

Oreendale,  . 

Lake  View, 

New  Worceeter,  . 

Quineigamond,  . 

South  Worceeter, 

Tatnuck, 
Wortblngton, 
Wrentham,     . 
Yarmontb, 

South  Yarmouth, 

We9t  Yarmouth, 


TofU  Library, 

Fogg  Memorial  Library,  . 
Whately  Public  Library,  . 
WbiUnan  Pabllo  Library, 
Free  Pabllo  Library, 
Meekina  Memorial  Library, 
HaydenviUe  Free  Library, 
Williamatoim  Public  Library, 
South  Williamatown  Public  Library, 
Wilmington  Public  Library,     . 
Wlnchendon  Public  Library,    . 
Wlncheater  Public  Library,     . 
Windaor  Free  Public  Library, 
Winthrop  Public  Library, 
Wobum  Public  Library,  . 
Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 

Worceater. 
Belmont  Branch,        .... 
Grafton  Square  Branch,    . 
Oreendale  Branch,     .... 

Lake  View  Braoch 

New  Worceater  Branch,  . 
Quinaigamond  Branch, 
South  worceater  Branch, 
Tatnuck  Branch,        .... 
Wortblngton  Free  Library, 
Wrentham  Public  Library, 
Yarmouth  Library  Aaeociation, 
Free  Social  Librarv,  .... 
Weat  Yarmouth  Library,  . 


Oaroline  Aoin^iata  Blaaebard. 
Ruth  N.  Tower. 
Mra.  Blla  L.  Blder. 
Bllena  B  SpUated. 
Blizabeih  If.  Boas. 
Ada  M.  Chandler. 
Charlea  A.  PhiUipa. 
Lucy  F.  Onrtla. 
Mra.  Luev  Torrey  Sanford. 
Anna  Tofman  Sheldon. 
Mra.  Sylvia  M.  Manser. 
Cora  A.  Quimby. 
Agatha  Blcknell. 
Beaaie  F.  Cordia. 
William  R.  Cutter. 
Samuel  Swett  Green. 

John  T.  Ekman. 
Jamea  A.  Manler. 
M.  L.  Blanche  HameL 
Rey.  William  A.  Fobea. 
William  Alonzo  Barrowa. 
Vomer  G.  Anderaon. 
Peter  B.  Moriarty. 
Bva  J.  Prentiaa. 
Katharine  MeD.  Rice. 
Mary  A.Smith. 
Mra.  Lydia  G.  Matthewa. 
Tamaen  F.  Baker. 
Mra.  Maria  Taylor. 


Appendix  II. 


A  Roll  of  Honor. 


List  of  Givers  of  Free  Public  Library 
Buildings  in  Massachusetts. 


GIVERS   OF    FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY    BUILDINGS    IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


Acton,  • 

▲mSBUBT,   . 

Amhbbst,  North 
Akdoykb, 
Arlington,  . 

ashburnhax, 

ASHBT,  . 

Ashland,     . 
Athol,  .      . 
Atbr,    . 
Barnbtablb, 
Babrb,  • 
Bbckbt, 
Bblchbrtown, 
Bblmont,     . 
Bbrnardston, 
Billbbica,    . 
Blandford, 

Bolton, 
Bourne,       • 

Botlbton,    . 

Braintrbb,  . 
Bbixtibld,  . 

Bbookfibld, 
Oambbidob,  . 
.Canton, 
Caruslb,  » 
Charlbmont, 
Chatham,  . 
Chblxstord, 
Chblsba, 

CliINTON, 

Cobasbbt,    . 

CONOOBD,       . 


Gift  of  Hod.  WillUm  A.  Wilde  of  Kalden. 

Bequest  of  Ifary  A.  BaniArd  and  othera. 

Mftlnly  the  gift  of  dtizeoi. 

Gift  of  cltizeni. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  KeriA  C.  Robbtne  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  ee  e  memoriBl 

of  her  hoelMuid. 
Gift  of  George  F.  Stereni. 
Gift  of  Bdwio  ChapmAD  of  Boaton. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Cemegle. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Stargla  of  Boaton. 
Gift  of  Henry  Wooda  of  Boaton. 

Gift  of  Mlaa  Blanche  Perklna,  aa  a  memorial  of  her  parenta. 
Beqneat  of  John  Francia  Clapp. 
Gift  of  Henry  O.  Underwood. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Coahman. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joahna  Bennett. 
Gift  of  lira.  Joaephine  E.  8.  Porter  of  Hartford,  aa  a  memorial  of 

her  aon,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 
Gift  of  Annie  Eliza  Whitney  of  Laneaater. 
Gift  of  Mlaa  Emily  H.  Bonme,  aa  a  memorial  of  her  father,  the 

Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 
Gift  of  Klaa  Salome  E.  White  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  aa  a  memorial 

of  her  mother,  Mra.  Harriet  Sawyer  White. 
Gift  of  Gen.  Sylyanoa  Thayer. 
Gift  of  Jamea  Danlelaon  Lincoln,  aa  a  memorial  of  hia  mother 

and  hia  wife. 
Gift  of  William  A.  Baniater  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Rlndge  of  Loa  Angelea. 
Gift  of  Aagnatna  Hemenway. 
Gift  of  Mra.  Joanna  Gleaaon  of  Sudbnry. 
Gift  of  E.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  dtlzena. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Kareellna  Bldredge. 
Gift  of  Amoe  F.  Adama  of  Boaton. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Eoatace  C.  Fltz. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Memorial  of  Panl  Pratt. 
Gift  of  William  Monroe. 
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DABTMOrtTU,  BaUTB. 


PniBURT,       . 


SlBTOH, 

Ea>t  Btxhett,    ■ 


FKEE  PUBLIC    UBRARIES. 

.    Oltl  ol  Ban.  ICkralull  naid  of  OUmto,  —  t 
Old  of  WllUun  Oallra  Bryut. 


airt  al  JohB  B.  Boathworth  of  fipriniSdd. 

Bmiaiau  lod  sifta  of  oltlswii, 

B^DMI  of 

BeqiiHl  or  Juob  Bou^ 

Putrflsld  of  Bostoo,  m  ■  aiaorii 

FalrlfU. 

^  W.  WriBht,  ■■  ■  awBoild  tfbi: 


Obotoh. 
Hattiild,    . 

HOLDtN, 
BOLLiaTOH,    . 

HOFIDALI,     . 

HorEIKTOK,  . 

HnBBABDnun. 
HuD'oir, 

EmarroN, 
LiKOicrsH, 

IlAVBIHOI,    . 


am 


of  w>iiMi«r. 


1.  EmUy 
ID.  OIlTtr  A 


BoiiDHt  of  T.  O.  B.  P.  BarDbBm  of  BoMon. 
out  of  Alb*n  U.  Porlla.  u  a  mnnoHal  of  Ui  h 


AbbU  P.  Bacon,  u  ■  Bfm» 


Olftol 

Olfl  at  dangbisr*  at  Hod.  Jooaph  a.  Baj,  ■■  ■  ■■ 

Olfl  of  Hn.  E.  FlorsDoa  HBlbawo;  Cniwall,  m  1 1 
B.  Hatha  way. 

OLfL  of  Osoria  Pobodr- 

Olfl  of  eunnal  S.  Bavjor. 

Olfl  of  aod  otban. 

P«rllr  SreUBlbtoj. 

Qlflol 

UalDl]'  Iba  M, 

B«ia««  of  Sannal  H.  Dleklsaoa. 

Olfl  o(  Hob.  E.  3.  If.  Halo  and  otber  oKluot. 

QUI  of  Hon.  Albert  Peartnr 

Olftotaill»Di. 

Olll  of  Hon.  Bamnel  0.  Oalo  of 

OKI  of  Andraw  Oana|to. 


Olftaf  of  tb*  town. 

Qltt  of 

Oiriof 

oiriat 

MalDlylbeglftS'S'  MdMa^ 

Qlflof  Un.  N.  0.  ^>>ltoMdl[mK,^^rMte. 
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LXIOBfTEB,    . 

LSKOZ,  . 
"LmXlNQTOV,  . 
LlKCOLN, 
LiTTLBTON,   . 

Ludlow, 
Ltkn,    . 

Maldxn, 

Makchxbtxb, 

MANSTniLD, 

Marblkhbad, 

Mabion, 

ICarlbobodoh, 

Marbhtiblo, 

Mattapoisett, 

Mbdvord,     . 

Mblrobb, 

MXTHUXN,      . 
MiDDLBBOROnOH, 
lIlDDLBTOir,  . 
MONSON, 

Natick, 

South  Ndttck, 
Nebdham,     . 
Newburtport, 

South  ITewburypori 
Nbwtok, 
North  Adams, 

NOBTHAMPTOir, 

Northampton, 

Ftorene€t 
North  Aitdotxr, 
North  Attlbboeouoh, 


Northborouoh,  . 
North  Brookpibld, 
Nobthpixld, 
North  Bbadino, 
Norton, 
Norwood*    . 

Oakham, 
Orlrans, 
Oxford, 
Pbarodt,     . 


Oifl  of  Lory  8.  WaUon,  Dr.  Plioy  Earla,  David  B.  MerrUun  and 
others. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Scbermerhom. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Gary. 

Gift  of  George  Orosveoor  Tar  bell. 

Gift  of  children  of  William  Bteyena  Houghton,  aa  a  memorial  of 
their  father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Blizabeth  M.  Shnte,  as  a  memorial  of  her  husband. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Blisha  S.  Oooverse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial  of 
their  son. 

Gift  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolldge. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 

Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Bequest  of  Beth  J.  Ventress. 

Gift  of  George  Purrlngton,  Jr. 

Gift  of  Thatcher  Magonn . 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevlns. 

Bequest  of  Thomas  8.  Peiroe. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  B.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  Horatio 
Lyon. 

Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 

Bequest  of  Oliyer  Bacon. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  citixens. 

Gift  of  William  H.  Bwasey  and  other  eitlzeos. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother, 
Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 

Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by  the 
city. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 

Gift  of  Alfred  T.  Lilly. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Moses  T.  Bteyens. 

Gift  of  children  of  Edmund  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  their  parents. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Haston. 

Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fltchburg. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Charlee  F.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton. 

Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their  daugh- 
ter. Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 

Bequeet  of  Charles  Fobes  of  Petersham. 

Built  partly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  Charlee  Lamed  of  Boeton. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
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Pbppbbsll,  . 

PBTBBSHAlf, 
FlTTBFIBLD,  . 

Pltmouth,  . 
Pbincbtob,  . 
Pbovincbtowti, 

QUIHCT, 

Randolph,  . 
Rbhoboth,  . 
Rbybbb, 
rochbstbb,  . 
Rockland,  . 
rockfobt,  . 
Salbm,  . 

scituatb,  nobth, 
Bhiblbt, 
Bhbbwbbubt, 
bombbsbt,    . 
Southampton, 
southbbidob, 
Booth  Hadlbt, 
Bpbnobb, 
Spbinofibld, 

Btbblino,     . 

BTOCKBBIDaB, 

Btonbbam,  . 
Stouohton,  . 
Btow,    . 

Stubbbidob, 

Sudbubt, 
Bundbbland, 
Bwansba,     . 
Taunton,     . 
Ttngbbobouoh, 

uxbbidob, 
Walpolb, 
Wabb,  . 
Wabbbn, 
Watbbtown, 
Watland, 
Wbllbblbt, 
Wbbt  Bbookpibld, 
Wbstford,  . 

WBtTMINBTBB, 

Wbbtwood,  . 


Gift  of  Mn.  RoslllB  Cobb. 

Bequeit  of  Charl««  F.  Ltmwtenem  of  New  York. 

Ballt  mainly  by  rabaeriptiona. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Tbomaa  Altoo. 

Qlft  of  daagbtora  of  Willijiai  G.  RomoIL 

Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnow,  aa  a  faml^  nMoorUI. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Natbao  Freeman. 

Gift  of  belra  of  Tbomaa  Crane. 

Gift  of  belrs  of  Ool.  Royal  Tamer. 

Gifts  of  Dariaa  Goff  of  PawtockeC,  B.  I. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Partly  tfae  gift  of  Mrs.  Ellxabetb  Leonard  of  New  Bedford. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  beira  of  Oapt.  John  Bertram. 

Gift  of  Bilaa  Peiroe  of  Boeton,  ae  a  memorial  of  hii  wife. 

Built  mainly  by  beqaeet  of  Mra.  Botaey  D.  Haieo. 

Beqaeat  of  Jnbal  Howe. 

Beqaest  of  Mra.  Barab  Hood. 

Gift  of  Wintlow  H.  Edwards,  aa  a  memorial  of  hli  Uti»^ 

Gift  of  Holmes  Ammidown  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  William  H.  Gaylord. 

Gift  of  Rlebard  Bagden. 

Gift  of  the  City  Library  Aseoelation  (1870);  Gift  o!  i^i^ 

Carnegie  (1906). 
Gift  of  Edward  Oonant  of  Woreeeter,  ae  a  msaortil  of  ^  ^ 

ter,  Ellxabetb  Anne. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Jobn  Z.  Goodricb. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Locins  Clapp  of  Raadolpb. 
Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lall  RandaU,  for  ealate  of  Joha  W)3l» 

dall. 
Beqaest  of  George  B.  Hyde  of  Boeton,  as  a  mmmn^  >^  ^ 

father,  Josbaa  Hyde. 
Beqaest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boeton. 
Gift  of  Jobn  Long  Graves. 
Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Beqaest  of  Mrs.  Lacy  LltUefleld,  ae  a  memorial  ot  kv^>si^ 

supplemented  by  an  appropriation  by  the  Iowa. 
Gift  of  Hod.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  otbera. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 
Built  by  HollU  H.  nunnewell  and  othora. 
Beqaest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 
Gift  of  HoUia  H.  Hunnewell. 
Gift  of  Charles  Merrlam  of  Bprtogfleld. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Varnum  Fletcher. 
Bequest  of  Charles  A.  Forbnsb. 
Gift  of  Howard  Colbam. 
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WlTMOUTH,  . 

South  Weymouth, 

WiLLIAMSBURO,    . 

Uaj/denvHUt  . 

WlHTBBOP,    . 
WOBUBK, 

Wrentham, 
Tabnouth,  . 


Gift  of  QalDcy  TnfU  and  bis  sister,  Miss  Susao  Tufts. 

BeqQ«st  of  John  8.  Fogg. 

Bequest  of  Stephen  Meeklns. 

Gift  of  Miss  Ann*  H«ydeo. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  BlizA  W.  Prost,  as  a  memorial  of  her  husband,  sap« 

plemented  by  an  appropriation  by  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Wlon,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiab  J.  Fiske. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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FEEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  LAWS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


BxTisBD  Laws,  1902,  Chaptxb  38. 

General  Provision. 

Section  1.  Library  corporations  and  associations  which  have 
been  legally  established  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  restrictions  attaching 
thereto. 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  2,  Attorneys  at  law  who  have  been  admitted  to  prac- 
tise in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  and  who  are  resident  in  a 
county  for  which  there  is  no  law  library  association  may  organize 
as  a  corporation,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  by  the  name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  such 
county,  and  may  adopt  by-laws  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  superior  court. 

Section  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  have  access  to 
the  library  and  may  use  the  books  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  by-laws. 

Section  4.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law 
library  associations  in  their  respective  counties  all  sums  which  are 
paid  into  the  county  treasuries  during  the  year  by  the  clerks  of  the 
courts,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  any 
one  year.  They  may  also  pay  to  said  associations  such  further 
sums  as  the  county  commissioners  may  consider  are  necess^try  and 
proper.  All  sums  which  are  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain 
and  enlarge  such  libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  citizens. 
The  treasurer  of  the  law  library  association,  before  receiving  any 
money  from  the  county  treasurer,  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners,  for  the  faithful  application 
of  such  money,  and  that  he  will  make  a  return  annually  to  them, 
under  oath,  of  the  maimer  in  which  it  has  been  expended. 

Section  5.  Each  law  library  association  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  immediately  after  their  publica- 
tion, one  copy  of  the  legislative  docimients  of  the  senate  and  house, 
the  journal  of  the  senate  and  the  journal  of  the  house. 
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City  and  Town  Libraries. 

Section  6.  A  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain  pulJjc 
libraries  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  under  regulations  prescriW 
by  the  city  council  or  by  the  town,  and  may  receive,  hold  and  mac- 
age  any  gift,  bequest  or  devise  for  such  library.  The  city  couDcil 
of  a  city  or  the  selectmen  of  a  town  may  place  in  snch  library  the 
books,  reports  and  laws  which  may  be  received  from  the  common- 
wealth. 

Trustees  of  Town  Libraries. 

Section  7.    A  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  te 
support  of  a  free  public  library,  or  free  public  library  and  reading 
room,  owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special 
meeting,  unless  the  same  has  been  acquired  entirely  or  in  part 
through  some  gift  or  bequest  which  contains  other  conditions  o: 
provisions  for  the  election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  man- 
agement which  have  been  accepted  by  the  town,  elect  by  ballot  a 
board  of  trustees  consisting  of  any  number  of  persons,  male  or 
female,  divisible  by  three,  which  the  town  determines  to  elect. 
When  such  board  is  first  chosen,  one-third  thereof  shall  be  elected 
for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and  one-third  for  three  yews, 
and  thereafter  one-third  shall  be  elected  annually  for  the  term  o: 
three  years.     The  board  shall,  from  its  own  number,  annually 
choose  a  chairman  and  secretary  and,  if  the  town  so  votes,  a  trea^ 
urer,  who  shall  give  a  bond  similar  to  that  given  by  the  toini 
treasurer,  in  an  amoimt  and  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  selectmen.     The  town  treasurer  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees  until  the  town  otherwise  directs. 

Section  8.  The  board  shall  have  the  custody  and  management 
of  the  library  and  reading  room  and  of  all  property  owned  b^ 
the  town  relating  thereto.  All  money  raised  or  appropriated  by  the 
town  for  its  support  and  maintenance  shall  be  expended  by  the 
board,  and  all  money  or  property  which  the  town  may  receive  by 
gift  or  bequest  for  said  library  and  reading  room  shall  be  admiB- 
istered  by  the  board  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  gift 
or  bequest. 

Section  9.    The  board  shall  make  an  annual  reT)ort  to  the  tovB 
of  its  receipts  and  expenditures  and  of  the  property  in  its  custody, 
with  a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  monev  and  of  a^T 
gifts  or  bequests  which  it  holds  in  behalf  of  the  town  "with  its  Te^ 
ommendations. 
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Section  10.  The  provisions  of  the  three  preceding  sections 
shall  not  apply  to  library  associations^  nor  to  a  library  organized 
under  a  special  act. 

BoABD  OF  Free  Fublio  Library  Commissioners. 

Section  11.  There  shall  be  a  board  of  free  public  library  com- 
missioners consisting  of  five  persons,  residents  of  the  common- 
wealth, one  of  whom  shall  annually  be  appointed  by  the  governor, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  coimcil,  for  a  term  of  five  years. 
The  governor  shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

Section  12.  No  member  shall  receive  any  compensation,  but 
the  board  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars, 
payable  by  the  commonwealth,  for  clerical  assistance  and  for  other 
necessary  expenses.  It  shall  annually  in  January  make  a  report 
to  the  general  court. 

Section  13.  The  board  shall  advise  the  librarian  or  trustees  of 
any  free  public  library  relative  to  the  selection  or  cataloguing  of 
books  and  any  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  ad- 
ministration of  the  library. 

Section  14.  Said  board  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  li- 
brary trustees  of  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
sections  sixteen  and  seventeen,  and  which  has  no  free  public  library 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  town,  expend  not  more  than  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  books  to  be  selected  and  purchased  by  said  board 
and  delivered  to  said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
free  public  library. 

Section  15.  If  a  town,  the  valuation  of  which  is  not  more  than 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  which  has  a  free  public  library, 
has  complied  with  all  laws  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  such 
library,  and  the  trustees  of  the  library  provide,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  board,  for  the  distribution  of  books  in  different  parts  of  the 
town  where  such  distribution  is  necessary,  by  means  of  branch 
libraries  or  deliveries,  and  for  practical  and  effective  means  of 
rendering  the  library  useful  to  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  the 
public  schools  in  such  town,  the  board  may  expend,  in  such  amounts 
and  at  such  times  as  they  determine,  not  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  each  free  public  library  owned 
and  controlled  by  such  town. 

Section  16.  A  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
three  preceding  sections  until  it  accepts  the  same  or  has  accepted 
the  corresponding  provisions  of  earlier  laws  and  has  elected  a 
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board  of  library  trustees  as  provided  in  section  seven,  nor  imtil 
said  trustees  have  made  provision  satisfactory  to  said  commission- 
ers for  the  care  and  distribution  of  the  books  furnished  by  them. 

Section  17.  Such  town  shall,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was 
one  million  dollars  or  over,  annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax,  * 
or  otherwise  provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public 
library,  not  less  than  fifty  dollars;  if  such  valuation  was  lees  than 
one  million  dollars  and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand, not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars;  and  if  such  valuation  was 
less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  not  less  than 
fifteen  dollars. 

Appropriation  of  Money  for  Libraries,  etc. 

Section  16,  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  towns 
may  appropriate  money  "  for  the  establishment,  maintenance  or 
increase  of  a  public  library  therein,  and  for  the  erection  or  pro- 
vision of  suitable  buildings  or  rooms  therefor.*' 

"For  maintaining  a  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants 
have  free  access  and  of  which  they  have  the  use,  and  for  establish- 
ing and  maintaining  a  public  reading  room  in  connection  with  and 
under  the  control  of  the  managers  of  such  library." 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  163,  chapter  102  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that 
money  received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  "shall 
be  expended  for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools.*' 

Defacing  or  Wilful  Detention  of  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

Sections  83  and  84,  chapter  208  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provide 
that  "whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wan- 
tonly and  without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  de- 
stroys a  book,  plate,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine, 
pamphlet,  manuscript  or  statue  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town 
or  other  public  or  incorporated  library  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  or  by  imprisonment 
for  not  more  than  six  months.** 

"Whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wan- 
tonly and  without  cause,  detains  a  book,  newspaper,  magazine, 
pamphlet,  or  manuscript  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other 
public  or  incorporated  library  for  thirty  days  after  notice  in  writ- 
ing from  the  librarian  thereof,  containing  a  copy  of  this  section 
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and  given  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  which,  by  the  regula- 
tions of  such  library,  such  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet 
or  manuscript  may  be  kept,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  twenty-five  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for 
not  more  than  six  months." 

Disturbing  Public  Libraries. 

•Section  33,  chapter  212  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  "  who- 
ever wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library,  or  a 
reading  room  connected  therewith,  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any 
other  manner  during  the  time  when  such  library  or  reading  room 
is  open  to  the  public  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not 
more  than  thirty  days  or  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars." 

Land  may  be  taken  for  Library  Buildings. 

Section  47  of  chapter  26  of  the  Revised  Laws  provides  that  "  any 
land  within  the  limits  of  a  city  or  town  not  appropriated  to  public  • 
uses  "  may  be  taken  "  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  build- 
ing to  be  used  for  a  public  school,  a  library,  or  an  engine  house,  or 
for  the  enlargement  of  a  lot  of  land  taken  or  used  for  such  pur- 
pose"—  but  the  land  thus  taken  may  not  exceed  two  acres  in 
extent. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  provisions  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws,  each  town 
and  city  library  is  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Manual  of  the 
General  Court,  the  Blue  Book,  and  a  copy  of  the  series  of  public 
documents. 
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Commonwealth  of  SG(assaxl^nsjetts. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

In  accordance  ^^ith  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Commis- 
sion was  organized,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its  seven- 
teenth report,  covering  the  calendar  year  1906. 

The  Commission. 
No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  commission  during  the  year. 

Books  furnished  to  Libraries. 

The  final  installment  of  books  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
233  of  the  Acts  of  1900  has  been  supplied  to  the  following  towns 
during  the  year :  — 


Dana, 

Monterey, 

Peru, 

Goshen, 

Montgomer}^ 

Phillipston, 

Halifax, 

Mount  Washington, 

Plainfield, 

Hawley, 

New  Ashford, 

Sunderland, 

Tiakeville, 

New  Braintree, 

Tolland, 

Leyden, 

Otis, 

Tyngsborough. 

18. 


A  first  installment  has  been  sent  to  the  town  of  Savoy. 

The  following  towns  have  not  yet  availed  themselves  of  the 
benefit  of  the  law:  Auburn,  Boylston,  Clarksburg,  Middleton, 
Shutesbury,  Southampton  and  Washington,  and  a  second  in- 
stallment is  due  to  the  towns  of  Brimfield,  Gay  Head  and  Lanes- 
borough. 
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Towns  classified  as  to  Libraries. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  free  Ubrary  facilities  they  now  enjoy :  — 


Class  1. 

Towns  which  have  libraries  owned  and  controlled  by  the  town  and  fi 

circulation  to  all  the  people. 

Abington, 

Charlton, 

Freetown, 

Acushnet, 

Chelmsford, 

Gay  Head, 

Adams, 

Chelsea, 

GiU, 

Agawam, 

Chester, 

Goshen, 

Alford, 

Chesterfield, 

Gosnold, 

Auiesbury, 

Chicopee, 

Granby, 

Andover, 

Chilmark, 

Granville, 

Arlington, 

Clarksburg, 

Greenfield, 

Ashbumham, 

Clinton, 

Greenwich, 

Ashby, 

Cohasset, 

Groton, 

Ashland, 

Colrain, 

Groveland, 

Athol, 

Conway, 

Hadley, 

Attleborough, 

Dal  ton. 

Halifax, 

Auburn, 

Dana, 

Hamilton, 

Avon, 

Dartmouth, 

Hampden, 

Bellingham, 

Dedham, 

Hancock, 

Belmont, 

Deerfield, 

Hanover, 

Berkley, 

Dennis, 

Hanson, 

Berlin, 

Dighton, 

Hardwick, 

Beverly, 

Douglas, 

Harvard, 

Blackstone, 

Dover, 

Hatfield, 

Bland  ford, 

Dracut, 

Hawley, 

Bolton, 

Dudley, 

Heath, 

Boston, 

Dunstable, 

Holbrook, 

Bourne, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Holden, 

Boxborough, 

Eastham, 

Holland, 

Boylston, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Holliston, 

Bridgewater, 

Edgartown, 

Hopedale, 

Brimfield, 

Egremont, 

Hubbardston, 

Brockton, 

Erving, 

Hudson, 

Brookfield, 

Essex, 

HuU, 

Brookline, 

Everett, 

Huntington, 

Burlington, 

Fall  River, 

Hyde  Park, 

Cambridge, 

Falmouth, 

Kingst<m, 

Canton, 

Fitchburg, 

LakeviUe, 

Carlisle, 

Florida, 

Lancaster, 

Carver, 

Foxborough, 

Jjanesboroui^ 

Charlemont, 

Framingham, 

Leicester, 
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Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Ley den, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynn  field, 

Manchester, 

Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Maslipee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis,  ' 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

Nahant. 

Natick, 

Xeedham, 

New  .\shford. 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Xewburyport, 

New  Marlborough, 

New  .Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 


Northampton, 
North  Andover, 
North  Attleborough, 
Northborough, 
North  Brookfield, 
I    Northfield, 
North  Reading, 
Norwood, 
Oakham, 
Orange, 
Orleans, 
Otis, 
Oxford, 
Paxton, 
Peabody, 
Pelliam, 
Pepperell, 
Peru, 

Phillipston, 
Plainfield, 
Plympton, 
Prescott, 
Pro\4ncetown, 
Quincy, 
Reading, 
Revere, 
Richmond, 
Rochester, 
Rockland, 
Rockport, 
Rowe, 
Rowley, 
Royalston, 
Russell, 
Rutland, 
Salisbury;, 
Sandisfield, 
Sandwich, 
Saugus, 
Savoy, 
Seekonk, 
Sharon, 
Sheffield, 
Shelbunie, 
Sherbom, 
Shirlev, 
Shrewsbury, 


Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southampton, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

Southwick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Weimect, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

West  borough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridgewater, 

West  Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 
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West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Westwood, 

Weymouth, 

Towns  which  have  free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bernardston, 

Boxford, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cuminington, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 

Williamstown, 

Wilmington, 

Class  2. 

libraries':  in  which  the  town 
in  the  management, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Maiden, 


Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 

Winthrop, 

Worcester, 

Wrentham.  —  274. 


has  some  represeniaiion 

Methuen, 

Norton, 

Palmer, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Wellesley, 

Westfield, 

Wobum.  —  39. 


Class  3. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates 
money y  but  is  not  represented  in  the  management. 


Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Cheshire, 

Cottage  City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 


Great  Barrington, 

Harwich, 

Lee, 

Monson, 

Nantucket, 

Northbridge, 

Plymouth, 


Princeton, 

Scituate, 

Stockbridge, 

Tisbury, 

Ware, 

Westhampton, 

West  Tisbury.  —  22. 


Class  4. 

Totvns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the 

toirn. 

Barnstable,                       CJloucester,  Raynham, 

Becket,                              Hopkinton,  Rehoboth, 

Billerica,                           Ipswich,  Wareham, 

Bucklan<l,                         Marion,  Worthington, 

Easton,                             Norwell,  Yarmouth.  — 16. 
Fairhaven, 
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Class  5. 

Towns  which  have  the  free  vse  of  public  libraries  in  other  places. 

Newbury,       ....       Newburyport  Public  Library. 
Washington,  Becket  Athenapum.  —  2. 

Class  6. 

Town  having  no  free  public  library. 

Plainville. 

Notes  of  Library  Progress. 

The  following  notes,  collected  from  a  large  number  of  libraries, 
are  worthy  of  careful  study.  They  tell  at  first  hand  the  storj'  of 
the  growth  and  progress  of  the  free  public  libraries,  and  the 
spirit  and  sentiment  Avhich  underlie  the  library  system  of  Ma^^sa- 
chusetts. 

Acton.  An  increase  in  the  circulation  is  noted.  A  portrait  of  Mrs. 
Mehitable  Piper,  the  only  known  centenarian  of  Acton,  has  been 
presented.  Free  access  to  the  shelves  has  been  allowed ;  and  it  is 
now  requested  that  borrowers  shall  remain  in  the  alcoves  only  long 
enough  to  make  their  selections.  '*  The  book  room  is  not  intended 
for  a  reception  room,  and  the  continual  presence  of  such  visitors 
annoys  and  delavs  the  work  of  the  librarian." 

AcusHNET.  The  Millicent  Library  of  Pairhaven  has  presented  about 
300  of  its  rejected  books.  A  larger  supply  of  books  and  an  increas- 
ing circulation  make  it  urgently  necessary  that  better  accommoda- 
tions be  provided. 

Amesbury.  The  circulation  has  increased,  and  the  work  with  the 
schools  has  been  more  satisfactory  than  ever  before.  The  use  of 
the  library  for  reference  work  by  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools 
increases.  Scholars  are  allowed  as  many  books  for  home  use  as 
they  need.  Teachers  are  allowed  as  many  study  (*ards  as  they 
wish  and  may  hold  the  books  for  a  reasonable  time. 

Amherst.  Amherst  Public  Library.  A  gift  of  $500  for  an  endowment 
fund- from  Miss  Sarah  P.  Ferry  is  reported. 

North  Amherst  Librarv.  The  l>ewev  classification  has  been 
adopted,  and  a  card  catalogue  is  being  made.  The  will  of  Mrs. 
Ellen  Fisher  of  North  Amherst  contains  a  becjuest  of  S4,000  for 
this  library.  The  income  is  to  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  the  trus- 
tees, except  that  as  much  as  possible  shall  be  used  for  books. 
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Andover.  There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  home  circulation  of  1905. 
Sixteen  volumes  of  the  **  Boston  Evening  Transcript"  have  been 
bound.  Books  are  delivered  to  the  schools  and  by  carriers  to  four 
outlying  districts.  Ballard  Holt,  who  had  served  the  library  as  li- 
brarian for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years,  resigned  Sept.  1,  1906, 
and  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss  Edna  A.  Brown.  Miss  Brown  is 
a  graduate  of  the  New  York  State  Library  School,  with  an  hon- 
orar}"^  degree,  and  has  had  experience  in  the  Carnegie  Library 
of  Pittsburg,  in  the  Providence  Public  Library,  and  assisted  in 
organizing  the  new  Rosenberg  Library  in  Galveston,  Tex. 

Arlington.  An  arrangement  with  the  Booklovers'  Library  has  en- 
abled the  library  to  supply  the  public  with  a  larger  amount  of  the 
latest  fiction  than  was  otherwise  possible,  and  more  non-fiction  has 
been  purchased  than  formerly.  Six  sets  of  stereopticon  views  have 
been  introduced  for  use  by  the  schools  and  others.  Frequent  ex- 
hibitions of  the  pictures  of  the  Library  Art  Club  have  continued. 

AsHBY.  The  will  of  Mrs.  Mary  R.  Hall  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  widow  of  the 
late  William  C.  Hall  of  Boston,  contains  a  bequest  of  $3,000  for  the 
benefit  of  this  library.  A  catalogue,  prepared  by  the  librarian,  has 
been  issued,  which  is  **  worthy  of  the  library  and  sufficient  for  its 
needs  for  many  years." 

Ashland.  There  was  an  increase  of  about  45  per  cent,  in  the  circula- 
tion of  1905;  and  the  use  of  the  reading  room  showed  a  gain  of 
al)out  25  per  cent.  Although  the  general  demand  is  for  fiction, 
there  is  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  call  for  books  for  study  and 
reference.  The  librarian  reports:  **  The  open  stack  room  has 
proved  a  signal  success;  if  the  wear  of  the  books  is  somewhat 
gn^ater,  this  is  more  than  offset  by  the  enjoyment  and  knowledge 
gained  by  being  literally  *in  touch'  with  the  books."  A  shelf  list 
is  being  prepared. 

Athol.  After  some  delay,  following  the  resignation  of  Miss  Hinman 
at  the  close  of  1904,  ^Irs.  May  A.  Cook  was  engaged.  The  circu- 
lation of  1905  was  somewhat  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year, 
but  showed  an  increase  during  the  late  months  of  the  year,  which 
has  been  continued  during  the  present  year.  The  reading  tables 
are  well  used  and  are  frecjuently  crowded.  A  special  effort  b  being 
made  to  increase  school  and  reference  work.  A  picture  collection 
is  being  made  for  study  clubs  and  school  work. 

Attlp:borough.  The  amount  of  funds  pledged  towards  the  erection 
of  a  library  building  being  sufficient  to  warrant,  work  was  begun 
in  April,  1905,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  building  will  be  com- 
pleted about  January  1.  The  architects  are  McLean  &  Wright 
of  Boston.    Reading  lists  have  been  published  in  the  daily  papers 
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and  posted  in  the  library  for  the  benefit  of  the  young;  and  lists  of 
new  books  have  been  published  as  current  news  items  in  the 
papers,  and  copies  of  these  have  been  stnick  off  for  distribution. 
Books  are  sent  twice  a  month  to  six  outlying  schools. 

Avon.  An  increased  circulation  is  reported.  In  response  to  a  popular 
demand  for  nature  and  out-of-door  books,  many  have  been  pur- 
chased, and  have  been  used  in  a  fair  degree.  The  greatest  demand 
is  for  works  of  fiction.  This  <leniand  is  not  especially  for  new 
fiction,  and  it  appears  that  the  greater  number  of  books  taken 
from  this  class  are  by  the  writers  of  a  previous  generation.  Juve- 
nile books  of  a  good  character  are  always  in  favor.  **We  find 
that  our  young  readers  have  a  high  standard  of  their  own,  and  we 
can  thank  the  home  and  school  training  which  they  receive  for 
this  admirable  quality."  A  plan  is  under  consideration  whereby 
the  present  desire  to  pursue  an  education  outside  of  the  schools 
and  along  specific  lines  may  be  permitted.  The  idea  is  to  introduce 
collections  of  text-books  for  beginners  at  law,  medicine  and  the 
applied  sciences  of  electricity  and  civil  engineering,  and  to  increase 
each  collection  as  the  demand  for  advanced  books  increases.  The 
necessity  of  a  complete  catalogue  of  the  library,  embracing  late 
additions,  is  quite  apparent. 

Ayer.  The  capacity  of  the  reading  room  is  being  taxed  to  provide  for 
its  patrons.  The  trustees  make  a  plea  for  the  collection  of  articles 
of  local  historic  interest.  Pictures  of  India,  loaned  by  the  Woman's 
Education  Association,  have  been  exhibited. 

Barnstable.  Osterville  Public  Librarv.  ITie  will  of  Gustavus 
Hinckley  of  Barnstable  contains  a  bequest  of  $100  for  the  use  of 
the  librarv.  Bv  the  efforts  of  a  summer  visitor,  a  fund  of  about 
$300  has  been  accumulated  for  the  purpose  of  building  an  addition 
for  a  children's  room,  which  will  cost  about  $600. 

Centreville  Free  Public  Librarv  Association.    A  fair  was  held 

ft' 

in  1905,  resulting  in  a  profit  of  about  $250,  which  covered  the 
expenses  of  the  library  for  about  two  years. 

Barre.  The  will  of  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Macullar,  widow  of  the  late 
Addison  Macullar  of  Boston  and  Worcester,  contains  a  bequest 
of  $1,000,  to  be  known  as  the  Macullar  Memorial  Fund,  the  in- 
come of  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  this 
librarv. 

Becket.  One  hundred  volumes,  selected  by  the  library,  have  been 
presented  by  Norman  W.  Harris  of  Chicago. 

Bedford.  The  home  circulation,  especially  among  the  children,  has 
increased.  Miss  Sarah  Goode  has  given  a  collection  of  photo- 
graphs;  and  the  will  of  William  J.  Niles  of  Bedford  contains  a 
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be(juest  of  $5,000,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  purcfaue 
of  books.     A  card  catalogue  is  nearly  or  quite  completed.* 

Belchertown.  a  collection  of  books  belonging  to  the  late  John 
Henry  Stone  has  been  presented  by  his  son,  Geoi^  Stone  of  En- 
field, which  is  to  be  kept  apart  from  the  general  collection.  Bodes 
needed  for  supplementary  and  other  work  in  the  public  schools 
are  purchased  so  far  as  the  funds  will  permit ;  and  teachers  and 
pupils  have  special  privileges.  "  The  open-shelf  system  is  still 
operative.  While  it  is  in  many  ways  an  advantage^  in  others  it  is 
detrimental,  as  books  are  displaced  and  sometimes  lost  by  careless 
readers.  Those  who  make  good  use  of  the  privilege  are  careful  in 
the  use  of  the  books.** 

Bellingham.     The  new  room  to  which  the  library  was  removed  in 
1905  gives  ample  space  for  the  library  and  a  reading  room;  and 
by  its  proximity  to  the  schools  in  the  building  the  use  of  the  books 
by  the  children  has  been  increased.    The  open-shelf  system  is  in 
use,  and  special  })rivileges  are  allowed  to  smnmer  visitors.    During 
the  school  vacation,  a  '* reading  journey'*  was  arranged,  the  chil- 
dren reading  for  fifteen  minutes  during  each  library  session  in  such 
books  of  travel  as  they  had,  themselves,  chosen  for  their  journeys. 
A  bulletin  board,  with  criticisms  of  leading  books  and  with  news- 
paper clippings  treating  of  current  events,  is  used.     The  latter 
j)r()mpts  reference  reading. 

Belmont.  The  circulation  of  1905  was  a  little  less  than  that  of  1904, 
but  still  showed  a  considerable  increase  over  that  of  1903.  The 
number  of  books  issued  to  teachers  wae  about  doubled.  A  com- 
|)lete  list  of  all  educational  books  in  the  library  has  been  printed 
and  distributed  to  the  teachers.  A  large  gain  in  the  use  of  the 
children's  room  is  reported.  A  delivery  station  has  been  estab- 
lished at  Pavson  Park. 

Beiiklkv.  a  new  catalogue  has  been  printed  and  distributed.  A 
growing  interest  in  the  library  is  shown  by  the  pupils  of  the  public 
schools. 

Beveklv.  ** Space,  light,  air  and  opportunity  to  consult  the  books  in 
the  reading  room  are  sadly  wanting;  in  order  to  correct  this  last 
evil,  to  some  extent,  two  rooms  have  been  hired  in  the  Endicott 
building,  to  which  the  reference  books  and  magazines  have  been 
moved,  giving  a  little  needed  relief  to  the  crowded  shelves.  Many 
students  and  magazine  readers  are  hereby  accommodated,  while 
the  reading  room  in  the  library  is  left  for  teachers,  children  and 
those  (.'onsulting  the  newspapers,  by  whom  it  is  overfilled."  The 
libraries  in  the  schools  are  much  used,  and  the  circulation  there- 
from is  highly  satisfactory.    The  home  circulation  of  1905  showed 
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a  slight  loss.  Miss  Ellen  S.  Hooper  has  given  $50,  to  be  used  for 
a  memorial  of  Mrs.  Whitman,  a  lamented  and  public  citizen;  and 
Miss  Quiner,  the  sculptress,  formerly  of  Marblehead  and  later 
of  Beverly,  has  given  the  bust  of  her  father,  Abraham  Quiner,  and 
the  portrait  of  herself  by  Frothingham. 

Blackstone.  The  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  slight  increase  over 
that  of  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total  issue,  93  per  cent,  was 
fiction. 

Blandford.  Undesirable  books  and  those  for  which  there  ap[)ears 
to  be  no  use  have  been  taken  from  the  shelves,  and  the  remainder 
rearranged  in  a  systematic  manner,  so  that  the  library  is  left  in  a 
good  working  condition.  A  card  catalogue  has  been  made  which 
is  proving  to  be  of  much  benefit. 

BoLTOX.  Miss  Anna  AVhitney,  in  addition  to  previous  gifts,  has  pre- 
sented "  a  valuable  antique  clock  and  a  cabinet  containing  a  large 
collection  of  china  ware,  including  many  pieces  of  rich  design  and 
of  value  as  antiques,  and  also  other  articles  of  historic  value  and 
interest."  Teachers  are  allowed  as  many  books  for  school  use 
as  they  need,  and  some  are  retained  during  the  term.  Children 
are  allowed  to  take  books  without  regard  to  age.  All  persons  who 
desire  the  privilege  are  given  access  to  the  shelves.  Pictures  have 
been  loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association. 

Boston.  Six  delivery  stations,  named  as  shop  stations,  have  been  dis- 
continued, and  new  reading  rooms  have  been  established  in  their 
stead.  **The  substitution  of  reading  rooms  gives  to  the  public 
more  space,  more  books  immediately  at  hand,  regular  supplies  of 
periodicals  where  none  were  accessible  before,  and  much  better 
servic*e  generally.  I'his  implies  a  distinct  gain  in  efficiency;  and, 
as  might  be  expected,  all  the  new  reading  rooms  show  an  increased 
circulation,  as  compare<l  with  that  of  the  shop  stations  which  were 
discontinued."  A  new  and  attractive  building  at  Codman  Square, 
Dorchester,  has  been  opened  as  a  reading  room,  and  the  nucleus 
of  a  permanent  collection  of  books  has  been  placed  ujK)n  its 
shelves.  In  relation  to  losses  from  open  shelves,  the  librarian 
says:  "Another  problem  to  which  we  are  giving  constant  atten- 
tion, but  have  not  yet  solved,  is  the  prevention  of  losses  from  open 
shelves.  This  was  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report.  The 
advantages  to  the  public  of  the  open  shelves  are  obvious.  The 
disadvantages  set  forth  last  year  need  not  again  be  mentioned. 
Hie  actual  loss  during  the  last  twelve  months  aggregates  843  from 
o|)en  shelves  at  branches,  and  129  from  closed  shelves,  open,  how- 
ever, to  certain  applicants.  There  is  also  a  considerable  loss  from 
the  larger  reading  rooms  and  from  the  deposit  collection  at  the 
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stations.     I  have  under  consideration,   and  shall  soon  propose, 
certain  restrictions  which  are  likely  to  reduce  these  losses,  without 
seriously  impairing  the  open-shelf  pri\'il^je.     The  ideal  can  nevw 
be  reached  until  the  abuses  of  the  priWleges  are  overcome."    (Ji 
English  prose  fiction  it  is  said:  **The  policy,  now  well  established, 
of  confining  our  purchases  of  current  novels  to  those  of  the  highest 
merit,  as  determined  bv  a  rather  consen*ative  standard,  necessarily 
excludes  a  large  numl^er  of  recent  publications,  but  the  experience 
of  several  vears  has  shown  that  nearly  all  of  the  works  of  fiction, 
which  for  various  reasons  we  have  found  it  impossible  to  buy,  have 
failed  to  demonstrate  their  ability  to  live  for  a  few  brief  month5. 
The  demand  for  some  of  them  was  insistent  for  a  short  time.    Now 
their  names  are  for  the  most  part  forgotten,  and  nobody  cares  to 
read  them.    If  we  had  purchased  a  considerable  number  of  these 
volumes,  the  money,  so  far  as  present  demand  is  concerned,  would 
have  been  wasted,  and  the  books  would  have  taken  places  on  our 
shelves  that  are  needed  for  literature  of  a  more  permanent  char- 
acter.  .  .  .     During  the  year,  774  volumes  of  English  prose  fiction 
were  received  from  the  publishers,  and  were  considered  carefully 
upon  their  merits,  the  reports  of  the  volunteer  committee  as  to 
plots,  interest,  general  characteristics,  etc.,  being  taken  into  ac- 
count, together  witli  other  factors  determining  the  merit  of  the 
books  and  their  suitability  for  our  purposes.    Of  these,  161  titles 
were  accepted  and  authorized  for  purchase,  1,230  copies  being 
bought."    Besides  the  purchase  of  current  English  fiction,  replace- 
ments were  bought  to  keep  the  collection,  as  catalogued,  complete. 
It  is  shown  that  the  number  of  volumes  of  fiction  purchased  in 
1905-00  amounted  to  32.68  per  cent,  of  the  total  purchases,  at  a 
(•ost  of  1(S.65  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  expended.    An  efiPort 
is  made  to  complete,  so  far  as  is  possible,  the  library's  files  of 
colonial  and  revolutionary  newspapers;  1,084  numbers  were  pur- 
chased in  1905-06,  of  which  684  filled  existing  gaps  in  the  files. 
Franklin  imprints  are  {purchased  as  opportunities  occur.    A  new 
scheme  for  cataloguing  laws  and  legislative  docmnents  has  been 
prepared;   and  a  beginning  has  been  made  in  recataloguing  and 
rearranging  the  collection  of  Massachusetts  laws.    Twenty-seven 
free  public  lectures  were  given  during  the  year;    and  repeated 
exhibitions  of  pictorial  art  were  given,  in  some  cases  concurrently 
with  the  lectures. 
BoxFouD.     Boxford  Public  Library.     Extensive  repairs  have  been 
made  within  the  library  building.    Books  are  sent  out  to  the  public 
schools.    A  legacy  of  $300  has  been  received  under  the  will  of  the 
lie  v.  William  S.  Coggin,  who  was  for  many  years  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Boxford. 
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BoYLSTON.  This  library  is  doing  a  commendable  work  in  collecting 
books,  manuscripts,  plans  and  other  matter  connected  with  its 
local  history.  Portraits  of  prominent  citizens  have  been  placed 
upon  the  walls  of  the  historical  room,  A  card  catalogue  is  being 
prepared.  A  ver}'  general  use  is  "made  of  the  library  and  reading 
room  by  the  people  of  the  town,  and  especially  by  the  younger 
portion  of  the  community.  At  the  closing  hour  of  the  public 
schools,  the  library  and  reading  room  are  very  much  patronized 
by  the  pupils  from  all  sections  of  the  town.  The  pupils  attending 
the  high  schools  in  other  places  have  also  made  much  use  of  the 
library  in  securing  reference  matter  in  connection  with  their 
studies,  and  the  librarians  are  always  ready  to  assist  them  as  much 
as  possible  in  securing  j)ropcr  material,  and  giving  such  informa- 
tion as  may  be  of  value  to  them.'* 

Braintiiee.  The  will  of  the  late  Nathaniel  H.  Hunt,  recentlv  treasurer 
of  the  trustees,  contains  a  bequest  for  the  benefit  of  the  library', 
the  amount  of  which  has  not  been  made  public. 

Bridge  WATER.  The  will  of  the  late  Miss  Cora  Thompson,  a  former 
trustee,  contains  a  bequest  of  $1,000  as  an  addition  to  the  endow- 
ment fund  of  the  library.  Rev.  William  C.  Winslow  has  given  a 
complete  set  of  the  reports  of  the  Archwological  Institute  of 
America.  The  reference  room  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most 
helpful  parts  of  the  library. 

Brimfield.  This  library  in  its  work  emphasizes  the  value  of  the  study 
of  local  history.  The  librarian  says:  "The  importance  of  inter- 
esting our  young  people  in  local  history  cannot  be  overestimated, 
on  account  of  impressing  them  with  the  value  of  what  they  have 
received  from  the  past.  Our  library,  with  its  treasures  of  material, 
its  associations  with  individuals  who  have  contributed  to  its  life 
and  that  of  the  town,  and  the  historical  connection  of  the  memorial 
building,  should  be  more  and  more  a  power  for  strengthening  the 
consciousness  of  citizenship.'*  A  traveling  library  of  the  Woman's 
Education  Association,  with  accompanying  photographs,  was  en- 
joyed for  a  year.  All  the  works  on  American  history  have  been 
thoroughly  catalogued  by  author,  title  and  subject,  this  department 
having  been  chosen  first  to  aid  teachers  and  pupils  in  their  school 
work.  This  library  has  been  successful  in  accomplishing  work 
and  obtaining  results  in  divers  directions  by  the  use  of  means  which 
are  within  the  reach  of  most  small  libraries.  The  librarian  writes: 
*'  It  may  be  a  help  to  libraries  of  limited  means  to  know  that  we 
have  nearly  completed  cataloguing  about  5,000  volumes  by  gradual 
work  and  by  means  of  gifts  of  money  from  time  to  time.  There 
has  been  no  special  appropriation  by  the  town,  and  the  library  has 
not  been  closed.     The  process  has  been  extended,  by  periods, 
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through  several  years.     Three  different  librarians   at  different 
times  have  worked  with  the  local  librarian.     Xhey  have  been 
secured  during  their  vacation  times,  or  when  they  could  be  spared 
from  their  regular  work.    The  first  year,  our  library  was  classified 
and  shelf-list  cards  written.    Two  years  after,  United  States  histoiy 
and  fiction  were  catalogued.    This  year,  nearly  all  of  the  remaining 
classes  have  been  completed.    If  it  is  determined  to  have  any  en- 
terprise in  behalf  of  the  library  accomplished,  I  believe  it  can  be 
carried  out  in  time."     The  social  side  of  libran'  work  is  given 
prominence.     Efforts  are  made  to  bring  townspeople  and  visitors 
together,  both  formally  and  informally.     On  occasions  bringing 
strangers  into  the  village,  such  as  school  reunions,  farmers'  insti- 
tutes or  grange  meetings,  the  library  is  opened  and  made  inviting 
to  all.    **  l\)wnspe()ple,  who,  perhaps,  do  not  often  visit  the  libraiy, 
feel  at  such  times  a  new  sense  of  possession  and  pride  in  their 
librarv  and  a  united  interest  in  the  institution.*' 
Buoc'KTON.    The  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  gain  in  all  departments, 
and  there  was  an  increased  use  of  the  children's  room  and  library. 
The  librarian  writes:  *^For  some  time  past  the  library  has  felt  the 
need  of  hirger  quarters.    Early  in  the  year  some  relief  was  afforded 
by  obtaining  two  storerooms,  somewhat  separated  from  the  central 
librarv  rooms  and  vet  sufficiently  near  to  be  easily  reached.    With 
the  o])ening  of  the  new  school  year  an  unusual  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  teachei-s  has  been  shown  in  the  circulation  of  books  to  the 
schools.    The  value  of  the  school  collection  seems  already  to  be 
well  established,  and  interest  in  it  extends  each  year  to  various 
teachers  in  the  city  schools.    New  books  are  added  to  the  collection 
from  time  to  time;    but,  owing  to  numerous  demands  upon  the 
general  librarv  ap])ro|)riation,  the  rate  of  increase  is  necessarily 
slow.     During  the  summer  months  just  passed  the  renumbering 
of  the  books  in  the  school  collection  bv  the  decimal  svstem  was 
undertaken,  and  this  work  is  now  being  completed.     During  the 
school  year  the  librarian  has  given  special  attention  to  the  reference 
room  and  to  the  answering  of  reference  questions.    There  has  been 
an  attempt  to  introduce  scholars  from  the  high  school  and  from 
the  higher  grades  of  the  grammar  schools  to  the  use  of  the  refer- 
ence room  bv  way  of  short  talks  about  the  reference  collection  and 
some  of  the  more  useful  reference  books.    The  library,  as  a  whole. 
is' being  reclassified  by  the  decimal  system,  and  at  the  present  time 
the  reclassified  groups  include  the  books  of  travel,  biography, 
language  and  the  major  portion  of  the  volumes  on  religion.    The 
rapid  growth  of  the  city  has  been  reflected  in  the  increase  of  r^ 
istered  borrowers,  and  this,  again,  has  had  its  effect  upon  the 
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juvenile  circulation  and  the  circulation  through  the  two  branches, 
both  of  which  show  marked  gains.  During  the  summer  months 
the  library  issued  vacation  cards  to  those  of  its  borrowers  who  were 
leaving  town  for  extended  vacations/' 

Brookline.  In  relation  to  Sunday  opening,  the  librarian  writes:  "  We 
have  kept  the  circulating  department,  as  well  as  the  reading  and 
reference  rooms,  open  on  Sundays  for  nearly  a  year,  and  this  year 
we  have  kept  open  on  Sundays  even  in  July  and  August.  We  made 
the  hours  2  to  6  p.m.  during  those  months,  instead  of  2  to  9  p.m. 
This  increase  of  Sunday  privileges  has  been  so  successful  that  we 
feel  that  we  are  now  open  to  stay.  We  made  the  change,  not  only 
to  circulate  books,  but  to  open  the  alcoves  to  the  public,  and 
thereby  encourage  the  reading  of  literature  other  than  periodicals 
and  newspapers.*'  In  reference  to  the  work  with  the  schools,  the 
assistant  in  charge  writes:  "In  addition  to  a  personal  card  and  a 
study  card  allowing  5  books  of  non-fiction,  there  is  issued  to  any 
teacher  a  card  for  class-room  use.  On  this  may  be  drawn,  from 
the  school  duplicate  collection  or  from  the  general  library,  books 
on  subjects  studied  or  wholesome  recreative  reading  for  children. 
It  is  optional  with  each  teacher  whether  the  books  be  used  at  school 
or  loaned  to  pupils  to  take  home.  Nominally,  20  books  may  be 
borrowed  at  one  time,  but  where  the  supply  for  other  teachers  per- 
mits, 40  to  50  volumes  are  not  infrequently  taken.  Books  may  be 
kept  four  weeks,  and  then,  with  some  exceptions,  renewed.  Ex- 
press charges  are  paid  by  the  library  when  not  fewer  than  20  books 
are  sent  at  one  time;  smaller  numbers  are  carried  to  and  fro  by 
pupils  or  by  teachers  themselves.  -The  school  reference  room  at 
the  library  is  connected  with  the  schools  by  telephone;  and  the 
selection  of  books  sent  is  often  made  bv  the  librarv,  at  the  teachers' 
request.  A  considerable  number  of  elementary  readers  are  kept 
in  stock,  and  books  for  children  who  have  but  lately  learned  to  read 
are  extensively  used.  Kindergartens  are  supplied  with  picture 
books.  The  school  reference  room  is  open  from  2  to  6  p.m.  on 
every  week  day  and  also  on  Saturday  mornings.  This  is  a  reference 
room  for  gran^mar  school  pupils,  and  contains,  in  addition  to  suit- 
able reference  books,  the  school  duplicate  collection.  School  du- 
plicates are  issued  only  to  teachers,  not  directly  to  pupils  from  the 
room,  but  additional  copies  of  most  books  are  to  be  found  in  the 
circulating  department  of  the  general  library  or  in  the  children's 
room." 

Cambridge.  The  most  important  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  open- 
ing of  a  new  branch  library  in  North  Cambridge,  on  November  5. 
It  occupies  one  large  room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  remodeled 
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police  station  No.  4,  having  a  location  similar  to  that  of  the  Ea5t 
Cambridge  branch  library  in  the  building  of  police  station  No.  3. 
Owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  appropriation  only  a  meagre  showing 
of  books  could  be  made  at  the  start,  and  only  the  bare  necessities 
of  equipment  could  be  provided.    This  equipment^  however,  is 
modem  in  detail  and  satisfactory  in  most  respects^  with  electric 
lighting  for  the  five  long  tables  and  the  ceiling,  and  combination 
electric  and  gas  lighting  for  the  walls  of  the  room.    The  new  assist- 
ant in  charge  is  Miss  Ellen  M.  Hayes,  whose  previous  experience 
of  five  years  at  the  delivery  desk  of  the  main  library  will  be  of  great 
service  to  her  in  the  development  of  the  branch.    The  popularity 
of  the  branch  has  exceeded  all  expectations.    The  long  room  has 
been  crowded,  afternoon  and  evening,  to  such  an  extent  that  two 
and  sometimes  three  assistants  have  been  called  for.    A  circulation 
of  3,740  hooks   within  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  opening,  in 
spite  of  the  meagre  supply,  proves  that  the  new  branch  is  tr}'ing 
to  fill  a  long-felt  need.     The  main  library  afforded  temporary 
relief  by  giving  a  considerable  number  of  duplicates,  and  by  loan- 
ing special  lots  of  its  own  books,  new  and  old,  to  the  number  of 
more  than  (KX),  two-thirds  of  the  books  being  juvenile.    Permanent 
relief  can  come  only  through  a  large  increase  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  coming  year.    A  new  registration  of  card  holders  was  begun 
in  May,  after  an  interval  of  about  five  years.   This  was  preparator}' 
to  the  introduction  of  the  Newark  charging  system  in  August,  in 
place  of  the  old  slip  system,  a  change  welcomed  especially  by  the 
public.    Seven  appointments  on  the  staff  were  made  during  the 
year,  including  a  second  assistant  cataloguer  and  an  assistant 
janitor.    With  an  increase  in  the  cataloguing  force  more  continu- 
ous work  on  the  reclassification  of  the  old  books  in  the  basement 
of  the  stack  was  possible,  books  in  French  receiving  chief  attention. 
In  connection  with  the  commemoration  by  the  Cambridge  Histori- 
cal Society  of  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  of  the  city,  Dec.  21,  1905,  was  issued  a  special  supple- 
ment to  the  monthly  bulletin  on  *' Books,  Pamphlets,  etc.,  relating 
to  Cambridge."    Among  other  special  lists,  those  of  "Fifty  books 
for  older  boys'*  and  ''Fifty  books  for  older  girls"  were  designed 
to  bridge  over  the  gap  between  the  juvenile  and  the  adult  age,  the 
books  on  the  lists  being  |)laced  on  special  shelves  of  the  deliveiy 
room.    In  addition  to  the  regular  school  delivery,  the  work  with 
the  schools  took,  in  midwinter,  a  new  turn.    The  pupils  of  the 
ninth  grade  of  all  the  grammar  schools  and  of  the  two  parochial 
schools  came,  one  afternoon  each  grade,  to  the  library  for  instrucv 
ti(m  in  the  work  of  the  library,  and  especially  in  the  use  of  the  card 
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catalogue  and  of  reference  books.  After  the  talk,  the  pupils  were 
shown,  in  relays,  about  the  whole  building.  The  traveling  libraries 
have  been  increased  to  15,  the  last  3  being  smaller  than  the  regular 
ones  deposited  at  the  local  stations.  During  the  summer,  the  count 
for  the  traveling  libraries  passed,  for  the  first  time,  that  of  the  local 
delivery  from  the  main  library  by  a  large  margin.  Two  social 
settlements  and  two  fire  stations  have  become  deposit  stations,  and 
two  men's  clubs  have  received  the  newer  traveling  libraries.  The 
library  is  reaching  out  in  a  new  way  by  its  arrangement  to  have  the 
council  meetings  of  the  Cambridge  Historical  Society,  and  also 
some  of  the  meetings  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  held  in  the  trustees'  room; 
and  the  Cambridge  room  is  being  made  the  depository  of  their 
books  and  other  material.  The  total  increase  in  circulation  for 
the  year  ending  November,  1906,  is  nearly  13,000  over  that  of  the 
previous  year,  the  figures  being,  respectively,  228,779  and  241,462. 

Canton.  The  sum  of  $1,500  towards  the  expenses  of  administration 
and  maintenance  of  the  library  in  1906  was  contributed  by  Augus- 
tus Hemenway.  The  exhibitions  of  the  collections  of  the  Library 
Art  Club  are  much  studied,  and  will  be  continued.  Additions  are 
being  made  to  the  collection  of  Massachusetts  town  histories ;  and 
gifts  of  ancient  maps,  chiefly  of  local  interest,  have  been  received. 
The  history  of  Canton  is  receiving  attention;  and  the  Canton 
Historical  Society  has  offered  prizes  for  a  public  competition  to 
encourage  "a  knowledge  of  the  town's  history,  and  that  good 
citizenship  which  grows  naturally  from  such  knowledge."  This 
is  confined  to  pupils  of  the  junior  and  senior  grades  of  the  public 
schools. 

Carver.  The  present  quarters  are  not  equal  to  the  requirements  of 
the  library,  and  more  shelf  room  is  needed.  A  branch  was  estab- 
lished at  Bates  Pond  in  1905;  but  that  and  the  branch  at  North 
Carver  have  been  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  their 
former  custodians.  They  will  be  reopened  when  proper  arrange- 
ments can  be  made.  The  pupils  of  the  schools,  the  aged  and  the 
sick  are  favored  by  allowing  them  as  many  books  as  they  can  use, 
to  be  retained  as  long  as  they  are  needed,  without  fines. 

Charlemont.  The  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  liberal  increase.  The 
librarian  pays  a  tribute  to  the  children  of  the  village  schools. 
"Their  constant  presence  at  the  library  has  been  an  inspiration 
and  real  help.  They  have  been  granted  equal  rights  with  their 
elders,  and  have  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  trust.  They  have 
given  zealous  and  valuable  help.  One  little  school  girl  issued 
books,  received  them  when  returned,  and  kept  the  records  and 
shelves  in  perfect  order  for  weeks,  while  the  librarian,  unable  to 
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fulfill  her  duties,  rested  in  perfect  assurance  that^  nevertheless, 
they  would  be  faithfully  discharged." 

Charlton.  The  library  was  removed  to  its  new  room  in  the  Deiter 
Memorial  Hall  in  March,  1905;  and  the  circulation  of  that  year 
showed  an  increase  of  over  40  per  cent.  With  an  appmrent  steadj 
increase  of  interest  in  the  library,  there  seems  to  be  a  marked 
interest  in  profitable  reading,  which  encourages  the  trustees  to 
spare  no  pains  to  keep  the  institution  up  to  as  high  a  mark  of 
usefulness  as  the  appropriation  of  funds  will  allow.  A  portrait 
of  William  H.  Dexter,  the  donor  of  the  Dexter  Memorial  Hall, 
has  been  placed  in  the  library.  Gifts  of  books  and  pictures  have 
been  received  from  friends;  and  a  collection  of  pictures  from  the 
Woman's  Education  Association  has  been  exhibited. 

Chelmsford.  Adams  Library.  Charles  H.  Greenleaf,  "after  about 
ten  years  of  service,  in  which  he  gave  the  library  much  unrequited 
care,'*  resigned  the  position  of  librarian  in  June,  1905,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Edwin  R.  Clark. 

Chelsea.  To  test  the  popularity  of  the  open  shelves,  a  separate  record 
was  kept,  and  the  result  showed  that  over  two-thirds  of  the  books 
loaned  from  the  fiction  class  were  taken  from  those  shelves.  Tlie 
open-shelf  service  is  limited,  only  about  4  per  cent,  of  the  books  be- 
ing thus  exposed.  A  card  catalogue  and  an  open  shelf  of  new  and 
other  interesting  books  have  been  placed  in  the  children's  room. 

CHEsniRE.  Summer  boarders  are  given  the  free  use  of  the  libran*. 
The  Woman's  Education  Association  has  loaned  a  traveling 
library. 

Chester.  The  circulation  of  1905  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year. 
The  available  shelf  room  is  all  taken  up,  and  a  new  book  stack 
will  be  a  necessity  of  the  near  future. 

Chilmark.  The  librarian  says:  "  The  past  year  (1905)  has  been  an 
unusually  prosperous  one;  and  our  modest  little  library  is  increas- 
ing in  usefulness  year  by  year."  Mrs.  M.  L.  Kobbe  donated  about 
400  popular  books,  which  are  being  extensively  read;  and  several 
summer  friends  have  made  helpful  donations. 

Clinton.  The  home  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  loss  of  11  per  cent. 
"There  is  an  ever-increasing  demand  for  works  of  fiction,  and 
while  the  directors  would  be  glad  to  note  a  greater  call  for  books  of 
a  different  character,  they  have  placed  U]x>n  the  shelves  this  year 
a  larger  number  of  novels  than  ever  before,  appreciating  the  fact 
that  in  every  community  of  busy  people  there  must  be  many  who 
read  chiefly  for  recreation  and  amusement."  Collections  of  photo- 
graphs and  other  pictures  have  been  exhibited  from  time  to  time, 
and  have  been  viewed  with  interest  and  appreciation. 


1907.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  21 

COHASSET.  The  directors  of  the  Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library  report 
a  gift  of  $3,000  from  Charles  A.  Welch,  which  has  been  used  to 
strengthen  the  weak  places  and  fill  up  the  empty  spaces  among 
the  books.  The  temporary  agreement  between  the  trustees  of 
the  Cohasset  Free  Public  Library,  acting  for  the  town,  and  the 
directors  of  the  Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library,  which  expired  in 
March,  has  been  renewed  for  a  further  term  of  three  years.  By 
this  agreement  the  latter  library  is  the  custodian  of  the  books  of 
the  town  library,  the  town  retaining  the  ownership  of  such  books 
and  of  all  which  may  be  purchased  by  town  appropriations,  and 
the  income  of  town  funds.  By  rules  which  have  been  adopted 
relating  to  the  public  schools,  it  appears  that  the  directors  are 
aiming  at  co-operation  with  the  schools  on  broad  and  liberal  lines. 
**  The  librarian  is  expected  to  co-operate  with  the  teachers  of  the 
public  schools  and  assist  them  in  their  work  in  every  possible  way." 
There  is  no  restriction  as  to  the  niunbcr  of  books  which  may  be 
taken  by  teachers,  and,  practically,  no  limit  of  time.  Designated 
books  for  supplementary  reading  in  school  work  shall  be  placed 
upon  a  table  or  shelves  for  use  by  the  pupils  in  the  library,  and 
such  books  "shall  be  withdrawn  from  general  circulation  so  long 
as  they  are  needed  for  this  purpose."  Vacation  privileges  were 
granted  during  the  summer,  by  which  allowance  was  made  for 
three  books  of  fiction  and  two  of  non-fiction  "which  are  not  in 
great  demand,"  to  be  retained  not  over  six  weeks.  Two  persons 
interested  in  library  work  have  given  together  the  sum  of  S200. 
An  increased  use  of  the  librarv  bv  summer  residents  has  been 
noticed  during  the  past  summer. 

CoLRAiN.  Many  more  families  are  using  the  library  than  ever  before, 
and  those  who  have  always  taken  books  arc  reading  more.  The 
books  are  kept  in  a  private  house;  hut  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  a  suitable  library  building  must  he  provided,  if  the  library 
is  to  continue  to  do  good  work  and  be  of  use  to  the  people.  The 
branches  at  East  Colrain  and  Elm  Grove  have  been  suspended, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  soon  be  reopened. 

Concord.  The  schools  make  extensive  use  of  the  library;  and  the 
teachers  may  have  an  unlimited  number  of  books  for  school  work. 
At  the  West  Concord  school,  which  is  the  only  school  at  a  distance, 
a  weekly  delivery  is  made,  which  is  used  by  the  people  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. At  ten  years  of  age  chiklren  may  have  one  book,  and 
after  entering  the  high  school  may  have  two,  provided  that  but 
one  is  fiction.  '^IVo  canls  are  allowed  to  adults;  and  a  special 
card  is  given  to  those  who  require  books  for  study,  which  allows 
three,  four  or  six  extra  books. 
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Dana.  Dana  Centre  Public  Library.  "  The  work  of  this  library  has 
been  very  active  during  the  year;  both  old  and  young  have  shown 
much  interest  in  reading  matter,  and  their  many  di£Ferent  tastes 
are  well  supplied  with  books  from  the  best  authors  and  latest 
publications.'*  The  Petersham  Memorial  Library  made  a  gift 
from  its  duplicate  volumes. 

Danvers.  a  small  musical  collection  of  standard  composers  has  been 
added  to  the  library.  Material  for  study  clubs  and  for  all  the 
special  days  observed  by  the  schools  has  been  furnished,  type- 
written lists  being  prepared  in  advance.  Titles  of  all  new  boob 
have  been  printed  monthly  in  the  "Salem  News."  During  the 
present  year,  plans  have  been  adopted  for  enlai^ging  the  work  with 
the  schools,  and  the  town  has  made  a  special  appropriation  of 
$450  for  that  purpose.  Besides  sending  books  to  each  school 
building  for  supplementary  work,  the  dbtant  schools  are  made 
delivery  stations  for  the  neighborhood.  By  this  means  many  arc 
reached  who  are  far  from  the  regular  stations. 

Dartmouth.  South  worth  Library.  During  the  present  year  the  town 
appropriation  has  been  increased;  the  library  is  open  more  hours 
in  the  week  and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  having  lai^y  in- 
creased its  circulation. 

Dedham.  An  annotated  list  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  children  of  the 
public  schools  has  been  issued.  The  use  of  the  Oakdale  branch 
is  rapidly  increasing  and  demands  a  larger  appropriation.  At 
East  Dedham  is  a  reading  room,  formerly  reported  as  a  branch 
library,  under  the  care  of  a  school  janitor,  where  books  are  kept 
for  reference  and  not  for  circulation. 

Deerfield.  South  Deerfield  Town  Library.  The  library  has  been 
moved  into  larger  and  more  convenient  rooms,  uniting  with  the 
reading  room.    The  4  branch  libraries  are  in  school  districts. 

Dickinson  Library.  This  library  sends  parcels  of  books  from 
time  to  time  to  two  outlying  districts.  West  Deerfield  and  Still- 
water, where  they  are  distributed  among  the  farmers*  families. 

DiGHTON.  A  delivery  station  has  been  established  at  Broad  Cove, 
which  has  been  most  successful.  The  present  library  room  is 
inadequate,  and  a  larger  and  better  room  is  needed  to  provide  for 
the  increase  in  books  and  patronage. 

Douglas.  Miss  Alice  E.  Luther,  who  had  been  a  faithful  librarian 
for  many  years,  died  Dec.  5,  1905;  and  Miss  Vera  H.  Warner 
was  chosen  as  her  successor. 

Dover.  Dover  Town  Library.  An  increased  circulation  in  1906  was 
*'  largely  due  to  the  use  which  the  public  school  teachers  made  of 
the  books.    They  took  a  large  number  of  volumes  from  the  libiaiy 


1907.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  23 

to  the  schools,  to  be  used  by  the  pupils,  changing  them  from  time 
to  time." 

Barden  Library.  A  system  of  family  libraries  is  about  to  be  put 
into  operation.  Small  oak  cases  containing  a  collection  of  books, 
varied  in  character  to  meet  the  possible  needs  of  the  different 
members  of  a  family,  will  be  sent  out,  with  suggestions  as  to  their 
care  and  use. 

Dracut.  There  is  a  growing  demand  u|K)n  the  library  by  the  teachers 
and  scholars  of  the  public  schools  for  books  to  be  used  in  connec- 
tion with  their  studies.    A  bequest  of  $50  has  been  received. 

Dunstable.  By  the  will  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Roby  the  town  will  receive  a 
legacy  of  $10,000  for  the  building  of  a  library  and  town  house. 
The  library  co-operates  with  the  schools  by  purchasing  books 
which  are  helpful  to  teachers  and  pupils,  and  by  giving  teachers 
access  to  the  shelves  at  any  time. 

East  Bridgewater.  A  noticeable  feature  is  the  increasing  number 
of  school  children  wlio  are  constant  users  of  the  library.  The 
Browne  charging  system  has  been  adopted.  In  April  the  library 
received  a  bond  for  $2,000  from  the  residuary  legatees  under  the 
will  of  Nancy  E.  Rust,  establishing  the  Rust  Fund. 

Eastham.  Delivery  stations,  with  fortnightly  service,  have  been  estab- 
lished in  the  north  and  south  sections  of  the  town.  Crayon  por- 
traits of  the  late  Robert  C.  Billings  of  Boston  and  the  late  Matthew 
Luce  of  Boston,  one  of  the  executors  of  the  Billings  estate,  have 
been  hung  in  the  library. 

East  Longmeadow.  The  library  has  been  recatalogued,  and  the 
charging  system  has  been  changed  from  the  ledger  method  to 
cards.  A  building,  or  a  room  which  the  library  could  have  to 
itself,  is  needed. 

Enfield.  An  offer  by  Mrs.  Cyrus  F.  Woods  to  erect  a  library  building 
as  a  memorial  of  her  husband  has  been  accepted  by  the  association. 
Because  of  this,  and  in  order  that  the  association  may  hold  prop- 
erty and  exercise  the  full  rights  and  duties  of  a  corporation,  it  has 
become  incorporated  under  the  general  law  as  the  Enfield  Library 
Association. 

Everett.  Frederick  E.  Parlin  Memorial  Library.  A  steady  loss  in 
the  home  circulation  since  1898  is  reported  without  comment;  but 
investigation  shows  that,  while  a  decrease  is  shown  at  this  library, 
the  total  circulation  in  the  city  has  increased  nearly  25  per  cent, 
during  that  period.  The  opening  of  the  Shute  Memorial  Library 
in  1899  attracted  most  of  the  readers  of  the  jwpulous  eastern 
section  of  the  city,  and  a  circulation  was  begun  there  which  has 
increased  each  year.     More  room  for  the  children  is  needed  to 
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accommodate  the  large  attendance  of  readers.  The  Ubnij 
grounds  have  been  largely  improved,  at  the  expense  of  Albert  N. 
Parlin  of  Boston,  the  donor  of  the  building.  James  Skinner,  to 
whom  "  in  a  special  sense  belongs  the  credit  of  founding  the  Everett 
Public  Librar}%"  and  Henr\'  A.  Tenney,  both  trustees  and  fonner 
.   chairmen  of  the  board,  died  in  1905. 

Shute  Memorial  Librar}'.  This  library  finds  itself  with  increas- 
ing circulation,  and  inconvenient  and  cramped  space  for  the  diil- 
dren;  and  the  trustees  renew  their  former  wise  recommendatioo 
for  the  taking  of  adjacent  land  for  a  future  extension.  The 
librarian  commends  the  open  shelf,  but  mentions  the  disarrange- 
ment of  books,  which  causes  more  labor  on  the  part  of  the  assist- 
ants. The  work  with  the  schools  progresses,  and  the  teachers  are 
working  better  with  the  libra n'. 

Fairhaven.     Reference  work  has  increased  in  a  great  degree  and 
seems  to  show  a  better  understanding  in  the  community  at  large 
of  how  to  use  books,  and  a  wider,  more  healthy  interest  in  affaiis 
j)resent  and  past,  and  especially  in  art.    Selected  lists  of  book*: 
and  periodicals  have  been  prepared  to  accompany  the  study  pro- 
grammes of  local  reading  clubs  and  general  courses  in  the  schools. 
Hie  collection  of  fiction  has  been  caR^fully  revised,  attention  being 
given  to  merit,  condition  and  degree  of  use.    The  literature  section 
of  the  A.  J  J.  A.  catalogue,  covering  about  2,000  volumes,  has  been 
distributed  and  used  as  a  finding  list.    Sj>ecial  exhibits  in  varied 
lines,  including  those  of  the  collections  of  the  Library  Art  Club, 
have  been  given.    The  report  of  the  librarian  contains  some  timely 
remarks  upon  the  uses  of  the  children's  room,  and  the  prevalent 
abuses  which  are  common  in  all  libraries,  especially  of  the  dangers 
of  over-reading,  and  the  sometimes  evil  advantage  which  is  taken 
of  the  evening  use. 

Fall  River.  The  work  of  preparing  a  card  catalogue  preparatory  to 
issuing  a  printed  catalogue  is  nearly  completed.  A  large  addition 
has  been  made  to  the  shelving  in  the  stack  room  and  more  is 
needed.  The  demands  on  the  reference  library  constantly  in- 
crease, and  the  facilitie.s  of  the  reading  room  are  taxed  to  the 
utm:)st.  These  rooms  are  open  to  the  public  on  Sundays  from 
October  to  May,  both  inclusive,  and  this  priWlege  appears  to  be 
greatly  appreciated.  The  children's  room  has  become  one  of  the 
most  important  departments  of  the  library.  It  oontains  over  7,500 
volumes,  to  which  card  holdei*s  have  direct  access. 

Falmouth.  Falmouth  Free  Public  library.  Delivery  stations  have 
been  established  by  this  library  at  Waquoit  and  East  Falmouth. 

FiTcuBURG.  The  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  loss  below  the  records 
of  the  previous  two  years.     A  reduced  appropriation  caused  a 
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reduction  in  expenditures,  especially  in  the  purchase  of  new  books. 
Books  in  German,  French  and  Swedish  have  been  furnished,  and 
now  the  needs  of  the  Finns,  the  Italians  and  the  Hebrews  are 
under  consideration.  A  finding  list  of  the  Jenk's  collection  of 
music  was  published  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year.  Under 
the  auspices  of  the  Woman's  Club,  an  exhibition  of  paintings  by 
Boston  artists  was  held  in  May.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present 
school  year,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  public  school  teachers 
of  the  city,  inviting  full  use  of  the  library.  By  the  rules,  teachers 
may  have  cards  on  which  6  books  may  be  taken  at  one  time.  A 
teacher,  "upon  the  recommendation  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools,  may  take  from  the  library  25  books  at  one  time,  especially 
for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  Books  taken  on  these  special  cards  may 
be  kept  four  weeks,  and  shall  be  upon  subjects  connected  with  the 
studies  of  the  schools." 

FoxBOROUGn.  The  will  of  Mrs.  S.  Almira  Alden  contains  a  bequest 
of  $500  for  the  purchase  of  books,  which  becomes  operative  upon 
the  death  of  her  son.  Teachers  and  scholars  are  assisted  in  their 
work  by  the  use  of  all  the  resources  of  the  library. 

Franklin.  The  number  of  persons  taking  books  for  home  use  in- 
creased about  33  per  cent,  in  1905,  and  the  circulation  showed  an 
excess  of  about  65  per  cent.,  for  which  "much  is  due  to  the  free 
access  to  the  books,  and  tlic  comfort  and  attractions  of  the  Ray 
Memorial  Building.'*  The  children's  room  was  opened  for  use 
in  January,  1906.  Mrs.  Peircc  and  Mrs.  Thayer,  the  donors  of 
the  building,  have  completely  furnbhed  this  room,  and  placed 
1,500  volumes  upon  its  open  shelves.  The  books  were  purchased 
with  money  which  the  late  Joseph  G.  Ray  deposited  in  1848,  when 
sixteen  years  of  age,  in  a  savings  bank.  The  original  deposit  of 
$75  had  increased  to  §1,087.08  when  used. 

Gardner.  "The  school  libraries  are  proving  themselves  a  most  im- 
portant factor  in  developing  a  taste  for  reading  among  the  pupils. 
In  many  cases  the  children  are  too  young  to  go  far  for  their 
books,  and  with  these  at  hand  they  may  learn  to  find  some  re- 
source for  an  idle  hour  or  a  dull  evening  other  than  the  streets 
and  doubtful  companionship.  With  the  kind  co-operation  of 
some  of  the  teachers,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  in  touch 
with  each  child  and  know  what  he  is  reading,  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  an  increasingly  wide  range  in  their  selection.  In  some 
schools  there  is  less  of  fiction  read  than  of  other  classes.  Books 
of  travel  seem  to  be  the  favorites,  and  biography  and  nature  books 
are  much  in  demand."  Later,  the  librarian  writes:  "The  number 
of  school  libraries  has  been  increased,  and  the  children,  as  hereto- 
fore, keep  a  record  of  the  books  they  read,  which  is  examined  by 
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the  librarian,  those  of  marked  excellence  being  exhibited  in  the 
central  library.  The  average  of  reading  in  such  schools  b  far 
higher  in  character  than  that  of  those  children  who  borrow  from 
the  central  library  without  special  supervision.  In  each  school 
a  deputy  librarian  and  two  assistants  are  appointed  among  the 
pupils,  who  relieve  the  teachers  of  much  of  the  responsibility,  and 
by  their  enthusiasm  add  much  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  woit 
Personal  visits  are  made  to  the  schools  by  the  librarian."  The 
home  circulation  in  1905  slightly  exceeded  the  high  limit  of  the 
previous  year.  There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  circulation  of 
the  books  of  the  Bodley  Library. 

Gloucester.  Village  Hall  Library,  Annisquam.  An  increase  in  its 
number  of  books  has  caused  a  removal  to  a  larger  room.  Although 
this  is  a  subscription  library,  all  school  children  are  now  admitted 
free  to  its  privileges.  Books  of  reference  on  subjects  connected 
with  nature  studies  have  been  provided,  and  a  competitive  interest 
has  been  excited  among  the  children  and  residents  of  the  village. 
Prizes  are  to  be  awarded  next  summer  for  the  best  collections  of 
natural  objects. 

Grafton.  An  increase  in  the  library  hours  has  been  of  much  con- 
venience, and  has  led  to  the  spending  of  more  time  in  the  library, 
to  an  increasing  acquaintance  with  the  books  and  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  what  is  in  the  library,  and  especially  to  a  much  more 
constant  use  of  the  reference  and  reading  rooms.  A  plan  has  been 
inaugurated  for  a  larger  use  of  the  library  by  the  pupils  of  the  high 
school.  The  card  catalogue  has  been  brought  up  to  date.  It  is 
reported  that  the  will  of  the  late  Charles  H.  Nelson  of  Grafton 
provides  that  the  town  of  Grafton  shall  receive  upon  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Nelson  $75,000  in  cash  and  his  home  estate  for  the  purposes 
of  a  public  library  and  a  park. 

Granby.  a  legacy  of  $500  has  been  received  from  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Kellogg. 

Granville.  The  branch  at  Granville  Centre  has  been  continued  and 
that  at  West  Granville  has  been  re-established.  Small  collections 
of  books  have  been  placed  in  the  schoolhouses  of  four  remote 
districts  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  for  the  pupils 
of  the  schools.  The  teachers  co-o{>erate  in  the  care  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  books.  The  library  was  closed  for  six  weeks  in  the  fall 
of  1906  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  card  catalogue. 

Great  Barrington.  The  trustees  have  received  a  cash  gift  of  $100, 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  from  Mrs.  G.  D.  Farrar;  and  about 
500  volumes  have  been  recently  added  to  the  library  by  purchase 
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and  gift.    Many  books  have  been  bought  with  direct  reference  to 
school  use. 

Housatonic.  The  heirs  of  the  late  Theodore  G.  Ramsdell,  in 
carrying  out  his  wishes,  are  building  a  memorial  library  building 
at  Housatonic.  The  building,  which  will  cost  about  $25,000,  is 
of  gray  brick  and  marble,  with  the  interior  finbh  of  marble  and 
oak.  It  will  have  a  shelving  capacity  of  30,000  volumes.  It  is 
expected  that  it  will  be  completed  about  the  first  of  March;  and 
it  will  be  presented  to  the  town  of  Great  Barrington  for  the  free 
use  of  its  citizens. 

Greenfield.  Greenfield  Public  Library.  A  new  library  building  is 
needed,  as  the  collection  of  books  "  is  too  valuable  to  be  so  care- 
lessly housed.  More  space  will  soon  be  an  absolute  necessity." 
The  "duplicate  collection"  is  a  popular  feature  of  the  distributing 
methods  of  the  library.  Some  of  the  most  satisfactory  work  has 
been  the  use  of  reference  books  by  the  children.  The  library  has 
received  under  the  will  of  the  late  Anne  W.  Cushman  a  collection 
of  about  100  volumes.  Among  these  are  books  of  genealogical 
value  and  some  interesting  first  editions.  Two  new  deposit 
stations  have  been  established,  there  now  being  6  in  use.  Five 
of  these  stations  are  in  the  district  schools  and  the  high  school, 
and  are  cared  for  by  the  teachers.  The  other  is  a  neighborhood 
library,  doing  good  work,  on  the  Bemardston  road,  and  is  in  the 
care  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  King. 

Greenfield  Library  Association.  This  library  has  received  a 
legacy  of  $1,000  by  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  William  B.  Washburn, 
widow  of  one  of  the  founders  of  the  library.  There  has  been  a 
large  increase  in  the  circulation  during  the  past  few  years.  The 
departments  of  fiction  and  biography  have  been  rearranged.  By 
the  recent  death  of  Mrs.  George  H.  Hovey,  a  bequest  of  $5,000 
in  the  will  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Maria  L.  Hosmer  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  becomes  available  for  the  benefit  of  this  association. 

Groton.  The  library  is  being  recatalogued  by  the  Dewey  classifica- 
tion, with  the  Cutter-Sanborn  tables.  "  In  the  circulation  of  books 
there  has  been  no  great  change  from  previous  years;  but  an  in- 
creased use  of  reference  books  and  books  on  special  subjects  within 
the  library  building  has  been  noted  with  satisfaction.  The  reading 
room  has  been  well  patronized,  and  has  undoubtedly  been  the 
means  of  disseminating  much  valuable  information  in  regard  to 
current  events."  A  classified  catalogue  is  desired.  Twelve  ex- 
hibitions of  the  collections  of  the  Library  Art  Club  were  given  in 
1905. 
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Groveland.  Borrowers  are  admitted  to  the  shelves  on  application 
to  the  librarian.  "This  privilege  has  been  accepted  by  many  at 
each  opening  of  the  library,  and  has  facilitated  the  work,  as  wdl 
as  having  been  greatly  appreciated."  The  subject  of  a  reading 
room  has  been  considered,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  such  a  room  may  be  established. 

Hampden.  Mrs.  Joanna  Burleigh  Holt  of  Stafford,  a  former  resident 
of  Hampden,  has  left  by  will  the  sum  of  $500,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  There  are  no  deliveir 
stations;  but  the  teachers  in  the  outlying  districts  take  a  number 
of  books  for  supplementary  reading,  and  these  are  used  in  some 
cases  by  the  families. 

Hanson.  The  usefulness  of  the  library  has  been  largely  extended  by 
the  branch  libraries,  which  are  furnishing  books  to  citizens  who 
were  not  formerly  readers.  Miss  Drew  of  the  North  branch  has 
succeeded,  after  several  years,  in  collecting  a  complete  set  of  town 
reports,  an  example  which  should  be  followed  by  every  librarian 
in  the  State.  Dr.  L.  Vernon  Briggs  of  Boston  has  added  to  fonner 
gifts  to  the  Hanson  Library  Association,  forming  a  memorial  of 
his  sister,  which  is  named  the  "  Donation  in  Memory  of  Harriette 
S.  Briggs."  A  list  of  books  desirable  for  school  use  has  been  pre- 
pared at  the  South  branch,  and  pupils  are  urged  to  make  their 
selections  from  it. 

Hardwick.  Paige  Memorial  liibrary.  The  Hard  wick  Free  Town 
Library  and  the  Lucius  R.  Paige  Library  have  been  consolidated 
under  this  name.  The  library  building,  built  from  funds  left  by 
the  late  Lucius  R.  Paige,  D.D.,  has  been  completed,  and  was 
dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises,  June  27,  1906.  The  library 
has  now  about  600  volumes,  in  place  of  about  5,000  volumes  which 
were  lost  in  the  fire  of  February,  1905.  Miss  Hannah  R.  Spooner, 
who  had  been  librarian  of  the  Ladies'  Free  Library  Association 
and  the  succeeding  libraries  for  over  twenty-five  years,  resigned 
July  1,  1906,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss  Nettie  C.  Bridges. 
Gilbertville  Public  Library.  The  circulation  has  increased, 
particularly  among  the  school  children. 

Havehiiill.  There  was  a  gain  of  about  11  per  cent,  in  the  circulation 
of  190.3.  The  delivery  room  has  been  changed  into  an  open-shelf 
room  and  furnished  with  about  1,200  volumes  of  new  books. 
"Under  present  conditions,  it  is  considered  that  this  arrangement 
is  as  satisfactory  for  the  casual  reader  as  can  be  desired.  Students 
are  admitted  freely  to  the  stack,  but  with  the  present  unclassified 
condition  of  the  old  part  of  the  library,  and  the  construction  of  the 
stack,  the  general  public  would  derive  no  advantage  from  a  com- 
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plete  open-shelf  arrangement,  and*  the  library  would  suffer  a 
distmct  loss  from  the  disarrangement  of  the  books,  which  are 
located  only  by  number  and  not  by  subject."  The  children  have 
access  to  all  their  books,  by  which  the  wear  and  tear  are  increased, 
and  the  confusion  on  the  shelves  adds  to  the  diflBculty  of  finding 
special  books.  In  the  purchase  of  books,  those  of  short-lived 
popularity  have  been  bought  sparingly,  and  subscription  books 
not  at  all.  Large  additions  of  first  editions  of  Whittier  and  books 
about  him  have  increased  the  Whittier  collection,  which  is  already 
large,  and  aims  to  become  the  best  in  existence.  Particular  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  collection  of  local  history,  especially  that 
of  northeastern  Massachusetts.  Everything  relating  to  Haverhill 
or  of  Haverhill  origin,  including  books,  magazine  articles,  news- 
paper clippings,  pictures,  programmes,  etc.,  has  been  eagerly 
sought.  The  school  work  has  been  carried  on  with  continued 
success.  The  traveling  libraries  which  are  sent  to  the  schools  in 
the  country  districts  are  intended  to  be  used  by  the  neighborhood 
as  well  as  by  the  school  children.  Books  have  been  sent  regularly 
to  parochial  schools,  and  admirably  selected  lists  have  come  from 
those  schools.  A  Hebrew  club,  whose  object  is  educational,  has 
been  furnished  with  books,  and  good  work  has  been  done  there 
by  the  enthusiastic  men  in  charge.  Standard  Russian  literature, 
in  the  Russian  language,  has  been  bought  for  this  branch  and  has 
been  largely  used.  The  Washington  Street  branch  has  been 
removed  to  more  commodious  quarters  on  Washington  Square, 
the  most  central  location  in  the  city.  This  branch  is  planned  to 
be  a  complete  library,  with  the  best  books  for  circulation  and 
reference,  and  a  good  collection  of  newspapers  and  periodicals. 
"It  was  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  average  men  and 
women,  chiefly  those  of  the  wage-earning  and  foreign  classes. 
W'e  feel  that  the  object  is  being  attained,  as  the  circulation  has 
increased  and  the  attendance  is  good.  The  main  library  is  not 
centrally  located,  but  this  branch  is.'* 

Hinsdale.  The  closing  of  the  woolen  mills  has  caused  the  removal 
of  over  40  families,  which  will  tend  to  diminish  the  circulation. 
The  schools  use  the  library  to  some  extent,  and  the  summer  guests 
make  use  of  it  while  in  the  town. 

HoLBROOK.  Continued  growth  and  progress  are  reported,  and  the 
needs  keep  pace  with  the  growth.  The  problem  of  shelf  room 
becomes  each  year  more  difficult  of  solution.  Every  foot  of  avail- 
able space  has  been  measured  and  calculated,  and  books  are 
crowded  in  inconvenient  piles.  A  more  quiet  and  commodious 
reading  room  is  needed.    The  acceptance  of  the  offer  of  a  coUec- 
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tion  of  costly  engravings'of  the  works  of  the  old  masters  has  been 
deferred  until  some  safe  place  can  be  devised  for  it. 

HoLLiSTON.  The  trustees  say:  "The  year  now  closed  (1905)  has  been 
the  best  year  in  the  history  of  the  library,  in  attendance,  in  general 
interest,  in  circulation  of  books,  and  in  educational  value  to  readers 
of  all  ages  and  conditions  in  life.  The  reference  department  has 
received  much  attention,  and  is  increasing  in  popularity  and  use- 
fulness among  the  scholars  in  the  public  schook,  as  well  as  the 
adult  visitors.  Purchases  of  fiction  have  been  limited  to  books 
of  established  reputation,  or  those  especially  noted  in  trustworthy 
reviews,  although  requests  for  new  publications  have  been  usually 
met  when  possible."  The  advanced  classes  in  the  public  schools 
make  good  use  of  the  reference  department. 

HoLYOKE.  The  circulation  in  the  children's  department  increased 
10  per  cent,  in  1905,  and  the  number  of  juvenile  applications  was 
33  per  cent,  larger  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  A  list  of  select 
children's  books  was  printed,  and  an  attractive  certificate  oflfered 
to  those  who  read  6  of  the  listed  books  during  the  smnmer  vacation. 
This  was  intended  to  induce  better  reading,  and  was  very  eflfective. 
Five  hundred  children  chose  most  or  all  of  their  sunmier  reading 
from  the  list,  and  over  200  won  certificates.  The  use  of  the  refer- 
ence room  is  becoming  more  widely  recognized  and  utilized  by  the 
citizens  than  formerly.  The  gift  of  over  $200  worth  of  books  by 
the  Medical  Association  is  reported.  Desirous  of  having  available 
a  collection  of  the  best  and  latest  works  in  their  line,  the  association 
oflFered  to  purchase  and  present  them  if  a  suitable  place  for  them 
could  be  furnished.  The  books  have  been  received,  catalogued 
and  shelved,  and  are  in  use  by  physicians  and  nurses.  Two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-sLx  volumes  in  the  French  language  received  a 
circulation  of  2,512  in  about  ten  months. 

HuBBARDSTON.  The  will  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Pierce  Church  of  Newton 
contains  a  bequest  of  $1,000  for  the  benefit  of  this  library,  the 
conditions  of  which  have  not  been  made  public. 

Hudson.  The  new  building,  which  was  opened  to  the  public  in  No- 
vember, 1905,  was  an  incentive  to  a  larger  use  of  the  library,  and 
the  home  circulation  began  to  increase.  Donations  of  books  and 
other  articles  followed  the  removal ;  and  the  several  literary  clubs 
and  the  high  school  contributed  furniture.  More  work  is  done 
with  the  schools  than  was  possible  in  the  former  quarters.  TTie 
reading  room  is  freely  used  by  adults,  and  the  children's  room 
is  very  popular  with  the  young  people.  The  library  b  now  open 
on  four  week  days. 
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Htde  Park.  The  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  liberal  gain.  The 
children's  department  shows  an  increase  in  use.  "  There  has  been 
the  same  interest  and  studiousness  as  during  the  previous  year. 
Seven  nationaUties  are  sometimes  represented  in  the  room  at  the 
same  time.  A  little  fellow  hugged  the  'Story  of  the  Flags'  as 
he  took  it  to  the  desk  and  inquired  if  the  flag  of  Italy  was  there, 
and  if  he  might  take  the  book  home.  Even  Benjamin  Franklin, 
himself,  might  have  been  surprised  if  he  had  suddenly  appeared 
when  the  library  was  being  taxed  for  information  about  the  man 
who  used  a  kite  to  so  good  a  purpose."  Temporary  residents  are 
allowed  to  take  books  by  making  a  deposit  of  $2^  which  is  refunded 
when  they  leave  the  town. 

Ipswich.  The  number  of  juvenile  readers  has  been  more  than  doubled 
by  the  removal  of  the  age  limit ;  and  an  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
higher  classes  of  reading  is  noticed  in  the  general  circulation. 
Teachers  have  special  privileges,  and  there  is  a  better  co-operation 
between  the  library  and  schools. 

Kingston.  The  library  is  used  by  the  children  of  the  schools,  both 
directly  and  by  books  drawn  by  the  teachers.  Special  collections 
of  useful  books,  changed  at  intervals,  are  laid  out  where  they  will 
attract  the  children.  The  will  of  B^Ton  C.  Quimby  of  Kingston 
contains  a  bequest  of  $500  for  the  use  of  the  library.  Portraits 
of  Rev.  Martin  Parris,  the  schoolmaster  of  Kingston  early  in  the 
last  century,  and  his  wife,  bequeathed  by  Mrs.  Mary  Peckham  of 
Kingston,  have  been  hung  upon  the  walls  of  the  library. 

Lakeville.  Additional  space  has  been  added  to  the  room  in  the  town 
hall  building,  giving,  besides  better  light,  room  for  more  shelving: 
and  a  friend  has  contributed  a  reading  table  and  chairs.  A  travel- 
ing library  has  been  loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Associa- 
tion. Non-residents  are  allowed  the  use  of  the  library  by  paying 
a  fee  of  50  cents  per  annum. 

Lancaster.  The  home  circulation  showed  a  gain  in  1905;  but  the 
school  circulation  made  a  loss,  due  to  a  long  epidemic  and  "the 
absence  of  some  teachers  who  interest  themselves  particularly  in 
the  children.  .  .  .  During  December  and  January  the  librarian 
gave  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  high  school  on  the  use  of  the  library, 
the  pupils  taking  notes.  The  school  was  divided  into  four  classes, 
for  practical  work  in  the  library.  Questions  were  given  them  on 
the  card  catalogue,  the  periodical  indexes  and  the  reference  books, 
and  they  were  graded  according  to  their  work.  .  .  .  The  pupils 
did  exceedingly  well  and  improved  steadily.  In  this  connection 
it  is  interesting  to  note  the  largely  increased  use  of  the  library-  by 
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the  high  school  pupils  this  year.  They  are  coining  to  the  libraiy 
regularly  and  using  the  reference  books  much  more  than  hereto- 
fore." The  experiment  of  varnishing  books,  mentioned  last  year, 
has  been  especially  successful  with  the  juvenile  books  and  those 
used  in  the  schools. 

Lanesborough.  This  library  is  open  to  summer  \isitors,  who  make 
a  small  deposit,  which  may  be  returned  if  no  loss  or  damage  has 
occurred.  A  catalogue  is  being  made,  which  will  probably  be 
printed.  A  crowded  room  is  a  serious  disadvantage;  but  steps 
are  being  taken  towards  erecting  a  library  building,  and  the  siun 
of  $500  has  already  been  offered  for  that  purpose. 

Lawrence.  There  was  a  gain  in  the  circulation  of  1905,  and  a  largely 
increased  use  of  the  reference  room.  Books  were  sent  to  two  vaca- 
tion schools  with  excellent  results.  The  librarian  was  empowered 
to  grant  the  privileges  of  the  library  to  non-residents,  under  certain 
conditions.  The  children's  department  b  growing,  and  its  call 
for  "  more  books,  many  more,  .in  fact,  is  as  urgent  as  ever." 

Lee.  The  library  still  depends  upon  the  Tabard  Inn  for  its  supply  of 
fiction.  Teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  are  allowed 
access  to  the  shelves  and  an  extension  of  time  on  loans,  if  required 
in  school  work.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  given  $10,000  for  a  build- 
ing, to  which  the  town  has  added  $23,000;  and  land  has  been 
purchased  for  $7,000,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Franklin  streets. 
A  plan  for  a  building,  submitted  by  Henry  S.  Moul  of  Hudson, 
N.  Y.,  has  been  accepted.  The  plan  calls  for  a  building  60  by  45 
feet,  with  a  wing  in  the  rear  for  the  book  stack.  The  material 
will  be  of  rock-faced  marble  from  the  Lee  quarries,  with  cut  trim- 
mings. The  front,  on  Main  Street,  will  have  a  recessed  entrance, 
with  two  large  columns.  A  flight  of  steps  will  lead  from  the  side- 
walk to  the  grounds  and  another  flight  up  to  the  entrance,  the 
intervening  space  being  on  an  incline  sufficient  to  show  the  lawn 
from  the  street,  which  is  low  at  this  point.  The  structure  will  be 
unlike  any  building  in  western  Massachusetts. 

Leicester.  The  home  circulation  of  1905  at  the  central  library  ex- 
ceeded that  of  1904  by  over  25  per  cent.,  which  was  the  largest 
increase  of  any  year,  with  the  exception  of  1901,  when  it  was 
slightly  larger.  The  plan  of  placing  graded  lists  of  books  in  the 
schools  "  has  not  met  with  so  hearty  a  response  outside  the  center 
as  the  librarian  and  trustees  had  been  led  to  expect.  Enouj^, 
however,  has  been  accomplished  along  that  line  to  demonstrate 
the  worth  of  such  work  and  the  value  of  the  library  as  an  educa- 
tional force  outside  the  ordinary  channels."  Valuable  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  reference  library;  and  the  books  in  that 


1907.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  33 

department  are  freely  used  by  students  and  club  women.  "Never 
before  have  the  academy  students  used  so  intelligently  and  in  such 
great  numbers  the  works  of  reference  in  this  room  and  th%  more 
important  United  States  histories  in  the  stack  room." 

Lenox.  Five  hundred  volumes  have  been  given  as  a  memorial  of  the 
late  Ethel  Latimer  Cram. 

Leominster.  The  work  of  recataloguing  is  being  continued.  The  use 
of  the  reference  room  b  steadily  growing,  and  many  new  books 
have  been  added,  which  will  increase  its  usefulness.  "The  year's 
work  has  suffered  from  many  interruptions;  but  the  general  result 
shows  unusual  progress,  and  makes,  therefore,  a  satisfactory  rec- 
ord for  itself."  A  gift  of  $500  from  the  estate  of  John  C.  Strat- 
ton,  a  former  resident,  is  reported. 

Leverett.  a  traveling  library  of  the  Woman's  Education  Association 
was  kept  at  the  Hillsborough  branch  during  1905. 

Lexington.  The  home  circulation  of  1905  exceeded  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  Browne  system  of  charging  has  been  adopted. 
The  problem  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  ephemeral  literature  has 
been  met  by  resort  to  the  Book  Ix)vers'  Library  and  the  Bodley 
Club;  177  volumes  thus  provided  circulated  2,407  times.  The 
new  building  has  been  completed,  and  was  dedicated  by  brief  and 
simple  exercises  on  the  afternoon  of  July  16,  1906,  there  being  no 
public  demonstration,  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  donor. 
The  dedicatory  address  was  by  Rev.  Charles  F.  Carter,  chairman 
of  the  trustees.  The  building,  which  overlooks  the  battle  ground, 
follows  the  lines  of  a  capital  L.  The  basement,  which  is  above 
ground,  is  of  field  stone  from  the  Cary  farm;  and  the  upper  struc- 
ture is  of  brick,  faced  with  a  soft-toned  gray  concrete.  The  main 
entrance  at  the  junction  of  the  wings  opens  into  an  octagon  vesti- 
bule, by  which  access  is  had  to  the  delivery  room  in  the  center  of 
the  building,  which  is  lighted  from  the  ceiling.  At  the  right  of  the 
delivery  room  are  the  reading  room,  of  an  oval  shape  and  of  good 
proportions,  and  an  exhibition  room.  The  children's  room,  in  the 
other  wing,  is  furnished  with  suitable  furniture,  and  has  recessed 
cases  for  about  1,200  books.  A  fireplace  and  mantel  of  quaint 
Moravian  tiles  adds  to  the  attractiveness  of  this  room.  The 
reference  and  trustees'  room  is  next  to  the  children's  room;  and 
beyond  that,  across  a  small  hallway,  where  there  are  stairs  leading 
upward  and  downward,  is  the  stack  room,  with  a  present  shelving 
capacity  of  about  22,000  volumes,  which  can  be  doubled  when 
required.  The  woodwork  throughout  is  of  weathered  or  brown 
stained  ash  in  a  harmonious  tone;  and  the  floors  are  of  quartered 
oak.    The  walls  are  rough  finished,  and  are  painted  a  neutral  tone 
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of  green,  excepting  that  of  the  vestibule,  which  is  a  pale  terra  cotta. 
The  new  building  and  the  land  on  which  it  stands  are  valued  at 
about  $50,000.  The  land  was  the  gift  of  the  Gary  heirs ;  and  the 
building  is  the  gift  of  Miss  Alice  B.  Gary  as  a  memorial  of  her 
mother,  Mrs.  Maria  Hastings  Gary,  the  former  benefactor  of 
Lexington  and  its  library.  The  architect  was  Willard  D.  Brown, 
a  native  of  Lexington.  The  building  is  "a  picturesque  and  ram- 
bling sfructure,  somewhat  suggestive  of  the  mission  style,  but  yet 
of  no  distinctive  type  of  architecture,  it  having  been  the  purpose 
to  make  it  appropriate  to  its  uses,  for  which  it  was  planned  and 
built." 

LriTLETON.  The  experiment  is  being  tried  of  opening  on  Sunday  after- 
noons for  reading  purposes.  The  trustees  say:  "The  privileges 
of  the  reading  room  should  enter  as  deeply  as  possible  into  the  life 
of  the  town,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  more  extended  use  may  be  a 
great  benefit.*'  The  card  and  slip  method  of  charging  has  been 
changed  to  a  modified  Browne  system.  It  is  endeavored  to  secure 
all  books  required  by  the  schools.  Purchases  have  lately  been 
made  of  books  which  serve  as  supplementary  reading  for  children 
in  the  lower  grades.  A  gift  of  $1,000  has  been  received  from 
Nahum  Harwood  of  Leominster,  a  native  of  Littleton.  Miss 
Sarah  F.  White,  who  had  served  as  librarian  from  the  founding 
of  the  library,  resigned  in  March,  1906,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  Mrs.  Adelia  M.  Parker.  The  trustees  say:  "The  usefulness 
of  this  institution  has  been,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  due  to  Miss 
White's  assistance;  and  for  the  many  results  accomplished  under 
her  direction  the  trustees  extend,  in  behalf  of  the  town,  their  word 
of  appreciation  and  gratitude." 

LoNGMEADOW.  This  library  is  "constantly  increasing  in  popularity. 
While  fiction  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief  demand  of  a  circu- 
lating library,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  a  large  and  increasing  call 
for  books  of  more  substantial  character."  A  gift  of  $1,000  has  been 
received,  "to  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,"  from  one 
whose  name  is  withheld.  It  has  been  decided  to  hold  it  as  a  fund, 
the  income  of  which  will  be  devoted  to  the  enlargement  of  a  single 
department,  not  yet  specified.  The  trustees  very  aptly  suggest 
that  the  town  appropriations  should  steadily  increase  in  propor- 
tion with  the  steadily  enlarging  influence  and  usefulness  of  the 
library. 

Ix)WELL.  The  home  use  of  books  in  1905  showed  a  loss  of  more  than 
16  per  cent,  from  that  of  the  previous  year,  which  is  to  be  at- 
tributed, probably,  to  the  lack  of  new  books.  The  city  appro- 
priation was  reduced  by  $3,000,  the  compiittee  suggesting  that 
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the  income  of  the  Da\TS  fund  be  used  for  the  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration, a  recommendation  which  the  trustees  strongly  op)>osed. 
An  increased  use  of  the  reading  room,  especially  by  the  artisan 
class,  is  noted,  indicating  that  the  library  is  helping  in  practical 
lines  of  advance. 

Lunenburg.  The  home  circulation  is  increasing.  The  trustees  say: 
*'  We  have  a  collection  of  books  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud, 
but  our  room  is  exceedingly  inadequate.  At  our  last  meeting  the 
town  was  offered  by  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  books 
and  charts  exceedingly  instructive  and  interesting.  The  offer  was 
refused  for  lack  of  room,  not  only  shelf  room  but  wall  space  for  the 
charts.  It  seems  a  pity  our  children  and  young  people  should  lose 
these  educational  advantages.  Cannot  our  town  give  something 
each  year  toward  raising  a  sum  to  be  laid  aside  for  a  library  build- 
ing?" 

Lynn.  The  300  books  comprising  the  twelve  special  school  collec- 
'  tions,  mentioned  in  the  report  of  last  year,  were  used  by  7,305 
readers.  Two  additional  sets  were  made  up  this  year.  It  may  be 
of  interest  to  record  the  14  books  which  have  proved  to  be  popular 
,  with  the  school  children  of  Lynn.  They  are:  "  Robinson  Crusoe," 
"Tom  Brown's  School-days,"  "Hans  Drinker,"  "The  Wonder 
Book,"  "Marmion,"  "Docas,  the  Indian  Boy  of  Santa  Clara," 
"The  Arabian  Nights,"  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  "Little  Women," 
"Five  Little  Peppers,"  "Heidi,"  "The  Little  Colonel,"  "The 
Red  True  Story  Book,"  and  "The  Story  of  King  Arthur."  In 
February  the  trustees  voted  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  salary 
of  Miss  Jennie  W.  Bubier,  who  had  been  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  blind  under  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Lynn 
Historical  Society.  Upon  this  action,  the  committee  presented  the 
collection  of  books  for  the  blind,  numbering  about  200  volumes, 
and  promised  to  purchase  all  books  needed  for  future  use  in  that 
department.  Miss  Bubier,  who  has  been  blind  from  infancy,  is 
said  to  have  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  blind  librarian  in  the 
world.  On  three  afternoons  of  the  week  there  is  a  pleasant  club 
of  the  blind  at  the  library,  when  there  are  study  and  travel  talks 
given  by  Miss  Bubier.  A  bequest  of  $500  has  been  received  from 
the  estate  of  Dr.  Martha  J.  Flanders,  who  died  in  1898,  and 
another  of  the  same  amount  has  come  by  the  will  of  Horace  N. 
Hastings.  Valuable  books,  pictures  and  antiques  have  been  re- 
ceived by  gift. 

Malden.  a  slight  increase  in  the  home  circulation  of  1906  has  been 
accompanied  by  a  large  increase  in  the  circulation  from  the  chil- 
dren's room,  amounting  to  over  10  per  cent,  in  eleven  months. 
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The  age  limit  has  been  practically  abolished  by  a  change  in  the 
rules.  Two  volumes  of  a  work  may  now  be  taken  upon  one  card. 
The  lines  of  old  established  work  have  been  strengthened  and 
advanced;  and  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  library  staff  in  order 
that  other  desirable  activities  may  be  entered  upon.  A  delivery 
station,  which  has  not  shown  good  results,  has  been  removed  to 
another  locality,  with  better  prospects  of  success.  The  Sunday 
opening  of  the  reading  and  reference  rooms  has  not  received  that 
patronage  of  the  public  which  was  once  anticipated.  The  large 
circulation  of  Sunday  newspapers  and  cheap  magazines  may 
account  in  part  for  its  decline;  but  it  is  likely  that  local  conditions 
have  been  a  more  effective  cause.  The  electric  roads,  which  offer 
cheap  excursions  in  many  directions,  are  not  conducive  to  Sunday 
reading;  while  the  proximity  of  the  city  to  the  beaches,  with  their 
Sunday  attractions  and  ease  of  access,  is  a  factor  in  the  matter 
with  which  libraries  remote  from  the  seashore  do  not  have  to 
compete.  Exhibitions  of  the  collections  of  the  Library  Art  Club 
in  the  trustees'  room  and  loan  exhibitions  of  paintings  in  the  art 
gallery  have  been  given,  as  in  former  years. 

Mansfield.  An  auxiliary  committee  of  ladies,  who  had  previously 
procured  pictures  and  casts  for  the  library,  held  a  very  successful 
entertainment,  which  gave  a  sufficient  profit  to  pay  for  some 
additional  casts  and  a  handsome  hall  clock,  which  has  been 
placed  in  the  library. 

Marblehead.  The  home  circulation  of  1905  was  greater  than  in  the 
years  immediately  preceding,  and  the  percentage  of  fiction  slightly 
increased.  A  gift  of  $100  was  received  from  Richard  Mason  of 
Philadelphia,  a  summer  resident,  who,  on  returning  his  books  at 
the  close  of  the  season,  thus  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  treat- 
ment he  had  received.  Mrs.  Mary  Gerry  Brown,  who  had  been 
librarian  since  the  founding  of  the  library  in  1877,  died  April  21, 
1905.  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Gregory,  who  was  Mrs.  Brown's  assistant 
for  twenty-eight  years,  is  her  successor.  Daniel  Appleton,  who 
had  been  trustee  and  secretary  of  the  board  since  1877,  died 
Oct.  12,  1905. 

Marsiifield.  Ventress  Free  Library.  The  trustees  say  that,  "while 
it  has  been  their  practice  to  consult  the  preferences  of  the  towns- 
people to  a  large  extent  in  the  choice  of  books  for  the  library,  yet 
thev  have  felt  an  obligation  to  safeguard  the  library  from  becoming 
a  mere  bureau  for  the  distribution  of  the  latest  fiction;  and  they 
are  persuaded  that  the  true  aim  of  a  library  will  be  better  served 
by  an  increase,  rather  than  a  decrease,  in  the  percentage  of  the 
works  of  permanent  value."  Reference  books  may  be  taken  from 
the  library,  to  be  returned  the  next  day. 
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Clift  Rodgers  Free  Library.  This  library  at  Marshfield  Hilb 
is  free  to  the  inhabitants,  but  receives  no  assistance  from  the  town. 
Clift  Rodgers  gave  $4,000  for  the  building,  which  was  completed 
and  opened  to  the  public  in  1899.  An  additional  sum  of  $1,000 
was  given  by  Mr.  Rodgers  as  an  endowment.  The  citizens  help 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  library. 

Mattapoisett.  a  bronze  tablet  has  been  placed  in  the  vestibule  of 
the  building  expressive  of  the  gratitude  of  the  town  to  George 
Purrington,  Jr.,  for  the  gift  of  the  building,  and  to  Samuel  D. 
Warren,  for  the  gift  of  the  land  on  which  it  stands.  The  circula- 
tion of  1905  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year.  A  "rural  de- 
livery "  has  been  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  section  of  the  town,  for  which  special  cards,  with 
special  rules,  are  used.  . 

Maynard.  The  library  has  received  a  bequest  of  $182.37  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  Mrs.  Mary  Greene.  A  stereoscope  and  views 
have  been  purchased,  which  are  available  for  use  during  library 
hours.  The  circulation  keeps  pace  with  the  times.  Instead  of 
making  an  annual  purchase,  books  are  now  bought  at  frequent 
intervals,  a  few  at  a  time,  which  is  advantageous  both  to  the  library 
and  the  public. 

Medfield.  The  reading  room  is  now  open  every  evening  in  the  week, 
except  on  Sundays.  A  traveling  library  of  the  Woman's  Education 
Association,  treating  of  Greece,  with  photographs,  has  been  loaned. 

Medford.  The  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  loss  of  about  6  per  cent, 
attributed  in  part  to  the  extending  of  the  former  seven  days'  limit 
to  two  weeks.  The  necessity  "  for  devoting  so  large  a  proportion 
of  money  and  space  to  the  fiction  department"  is  regretted.  Work 
with  the  schools  has  suffered  for  want  of  a  suflUcient  stock  of  books. 
Books  in  this  service,  being  in  constant  use,  wear  out  rapidly,  and 
it  needs  a  large  appropriation  to  keep  the  department  in  a  good 
working  condition.  "  In  most  cities  and  towns  where  the  connec- 
tion with  the  library  and  schools  is  close,  the  books  sent  to  the 
schools  have  mainly  some  connection  with  their  special  studies; 
we  claim,  however,  that  our  field  is  a  broader  one,  and  that  by 
sending  books  chosen  purely  for  their  literary  merit  in  all  depart- 
ments of  literature,  the  young  people  are  receiving  a  more  extended 
outlook,  and  are  acquiring  a  taste  for  only  the  best;  this  we  feel 
is  well  exemplified  by  the  small  per  cent.  (42)  of  fiction  which  the 
young  people's  own  selection  includes."  Books  are  now  sent  to 
the  city  farm,  where  they  remain  as  long  as  desired.  Stereoscopic 
photographs  have  been  introduced  and  are  loaned  as  books  are 
loaned.  James  A.  Hervey,  who  had  been  a  trustee  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years,  died  in  September,  1905. 
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Melrose.  The  home  circulation  of  1905  was  larger  than  that  of  any 
previous  year.  The  juvenile  books  have  been  separated  from  the 
main  collection  and  removed  to  the  children's  room ;  and  the  age 
limit  of  borrowers  has  been  reduced  from  twelve  to  ten  years.  A 
loan  library  has  been  established  in  the  high  school  for  the  use  of 
students,  that  they  may  have  more  free  and  convenient  access  to 
the  books  used  in  connection  with  the  studies  of  the  school.  &- 
hibits  of  the  collections  of  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  con- 
tinued, and  three  exhibitions  of  paintings  were  given  in  1905.  A 
donation  of  $25  for  the  purchase  of  children's  books,  from  Miss 
Mary  L.  Charles,  is  reported. 

MiDDLEBOROUGH.     The  home  circulation  of  1905  exceeded  that  of 
1904  by  over  11  per  cent.    The  children's  room,  which  seemed 
at  first  to  be  an  experiment,  has  grown  to  be  a  great  success. 
Nearly  38  per  cent,  of  the  books  delivered  were  taken  from  that 
room.     At  times,  it  is  hardly  large  enough  to  accommodate  all 
comers.     The  school  superintendent  says,  in  his  annual  report: 
'*The  schools  of  Middleborough  are  fortunate  in  having  such  a 
valuable  adjunct  as  the  public  library.    The  efforts  of  the  librarian 
and  her  assistants  in  stimulating  the  work  of  reading  among  the 
pupils  of  our  schools  are  highly  commendable.    That  the  library 
is  a  source  of  help  to  our  teachers  is  evident  from  repn^rts  sub- 
mitted to  the  superintendent.    .    .    .  The  teachers  also  direct  to 
a  great  extent  the  reading  of  their  pupils  by  requiring  certain 
books  to  be  read.    In  some  schools  lists  of  libra r}^  books  are  kept 
on  the  blackboards.'* 

MlLFORD.  The  continued  interest  of  the  people  was  shown  by  the 
circulation  of  1905,  which  was  the  largest  in  the  preceding  twenty- 
five  years,  and  has  been  exceeded  but  twice  in  the  history  of  the 
library.  A  separate  room  has  been  finished  and  shelved  for  public 
documents,  which  are  now  properly  arranged  and  can  be  used 
for  reference  work. 

Milton.  The  circulation  of  1905  was  57,349  volumes  for  a  population 
of  about  7,000  persons,  exceeding  that  of  the  previous  year  by 
about  25  per  cent.  The  circulation  of  the  present  year  will  prob- 
ably exceed  that  of  1905.  The  abolition  of  the  age  limit  and  the 
unrestricted  number  of  books  allowed  at  one  time,  which  may  in 
part  account  for  the  increased  circulation,  are  appreciated  by 
borrowers,  and  the  privileges  are  not  abused.  The  librarian  says: 
"  Contrary  to  the  experience  of  some  other  libraries,  even  though 
our  public  has  free  access  to  all  parts  of  the  library,  our  shelf  read- 
ing for  the  year  showed  only  7  books  missing,  4  of  which  were  from 
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the  children's  room/*  Collections  of  books  on  special  subjects 
are  set  aside  and  resened  for  the  use  of  study  classes  and  the  public 
schools. 

Montague.  Caraegie  Public  Library  of  Turners  Falls.  Andrew 
Carnegie  gave  the  town  of  Montague  $12,500,  to  which  he  after- 
wards added  $1,000,  for  a  public  library  building  at  Turners  Falls, 
and  the  town  appropriated  $7,000  for  land  and  furnishing.  The 
building  was  completed  and  opened  to  the  public  early  in  the 
present  year.  It  is  of  granite  and  Roman  brick  of  a  light  gray 
color,  with  terra-cotta  trimmings.  A  large  general  reading  room 
and  a  children's  room  of  the  same  size  occupy  the  front  of  the  build- 
ing. In  the  rear  is  a  stack  room,  with  a  commodious  reference 
room  and  a  librarian's  room  on  either  side.  On  the  second  floor  is 
a  hall  designed  for  a  museum  and  natural  history  room,  but  now 
used  as  a  lecture  room,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  225  per- 
sons. The  books  of  the  old  Turners  Falls  branch  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  this  library,  which  now  contains  about  6,000  volumes 
and  has  a  shelving  capacity  of  about  25,000  volumes.  Miss  Anna 
M.  Batson  is  the  librarian.  The  trustees  feel  that  they  have  "the 
requisites  for  successfully  carrying  on  their  work,  namely,  the  card 
catalogue,  free  access  to  the  books,  an  ideal  librarian,  a  responsive 
public  and  a  modern  building." 

Montague  Public  Library.    Free  access  is  allowed  to  the  shelves, 
and  liberal  privileges  are  given  to  the  schools  and  literary  clubs. 

Monterey.  This  library  has  received  liberal  gifts  of  useful  books, 
especially  of  those  for  reference.  Among  others,  the  Public 
r.ibrary  of  Brookline  has  been  a  free  giver,  recently  adding  a 
barrel  of  books  to  its  former  donations. 

Montgomery.  The  librarian  says:  **The  past  year  has  emphasized 
the  usefulness  of  the  library.  It  is  a  factor  in  the  town  which  the 
citizens  could  ill  afford  to  be  without.  .  .  .  We  have  one  patron, 
a  boy  of  about  eleven  years  of  age,  who  has  read  nearly  every  his- 
torical work  the  library  offers,  and,  what  is  more  to  the  point,  can 
give  an  intelligent  digest  of  any  of  them."  The  demand  for  his- 
torical books  is  large,  and  the  tendency  towards  solid  reading  is 
fostered  in  the  schools.  Both  teachers  and  scholars  are  seeking 
help  in  their  work  from  the  librar}-.  More  room  is  becoming  im- 
perative. 

Mount  Washington.  There  is  at  present  no  permanent  librarian. 
Deposits  of  books  are  kept  at  the  north  and  south  schools. 

Nantucket.  Miss  Sarah  F.  Barnard  resigned  her  position  as  librarian 
in  July,  and  died  Aug.  27, 1906.    She  would  have  completed  fifty 
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years  of  service  in  November.  Miss  Clara  Parker  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian.  The  old  ledger  system  of  charging  has  been 
abandoned  and  the  Browne  system  adopted. 

Needham.  The  increasing  use  of  the  reference  books  of  the  libraij, 
especially  by  the  young  people  in  connection  with  school  work, 
is  noted.  The  college  students  have  found  the  library  a  good  place 
for  special  reading.  The  exhibits  of  the  Library  Art  Club  are 
divided  between  the  reading  rooms  at  Needham  and  Highland- 
ville. 

New  Bedford.    With  the  circulation  steadily  increasing,  and  resort 
to  the  library  for  information  increasing  still  more,  the  necessity 
for  more  room  becomes  more  imperative.    The  use  of  fiction  has 
decreased  from  79  per  cent.,  in  1900,  to  67.7  f)er  cent.,  in  1905, 
indicating  a  wider  range  of  reading.    This  library  has  probably 
the  largest  collection  of  books  on  textiles  of  any  Hbraiy  in  the 
country,  while  many  items  of  books  and  prints  on  the  whaling 
industry  are  unique.    Nearly  200  whaling  logs  are  included  in  the 
latter  collection.    These  collections  are  being  constantly  increased, 
and  diligent  search  is  made  in  every  quarter  where  new  material 
is  likely  to  be  found.    The  library  is  strong  in  Quakerana,  gene- 
alogy and  art  books ;  and  it  has  files,  more  or  less  complete,  of  34 
newspapers,  published  in  New  Bedford  since  1792.    A  continuous 
exhibit  of  photographs  and  half-tones  is  displayed  in  the  reference 
room,  changes  being  made  weekly.    Special  privileges  are  allowed 
for  vacation  reading. 

Newburyport.  Newburyport  Public  Library.  A  gradual  increase  in 
circulation  is  reported.  The  great  need  of  the  library  is  more 
room  for  all  departments;  and  the  necessity  is  becoming  more 
imperative  as  the  years  advance. 

South  End  Reading  Room.  This  library  closed  its  first  year  in 
its  new  building  in  August,  190G,  having  circulated  11,640  volumes, 
realizing  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  its  promoters.  An 
attractive  children's  room  has  been  furnished  and  its  tables  suj)- 
plied  with  the  best  children's  magazines  by  individual  givers;  and 
a  reading  room  for  older  boys  and  girls  has  been  supplied  with 
j)erlodi(als  in  the  same  way.  The  city  has  made  no  appropriation 
this  year  in  aid  of  this  library ;  and  its  maintenance  has  rested 
upon  individuals,  who  have  given  liberally,  and  upon  the  proceeds 
of  a  fair  and  a  rummage  sale.  The  Newburyport  Public  Library 
sends  books  in  quantities  to  be  kept  for  an  indefinite  time,  of  which 
the  secretary  of  the  association  says:  *'They  are  a  great  help. 
They  give  us  more  variety,  and  we  are  enabled  to  de]>end  on  them 
very  largely  as  far  as  accommodating  the  adult  readers  is  con- 
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cerned.  The  children's  books  we  prefer  to  own,  because  so  many 
of  the  readers  are  boys  and  girls." 

Newton.  There  was  a  slight  loss  in  the  home  circulation  of  1905. 
The  circulation  of  pictures  has  increased.  Borrowers  are  allowed 
to  take  them  in  portfolios  and  retain  them  for  seven  days,  and 
sometimes  longer  if  desired.  Schools,  clubs  and  students  are  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  use  of  the  pictures.  The  plan  of  sending  a 
large  number  of  books  to  the  branch  libraries  has  proved  ver\' 
satisfactory,  and  the  number  has  been  increased  from  time  to 
time.     The  children's  room  is  proving  very  popular. 

North  Adams.  The  home  circulation  of  1905  exceeded  that  of  the 
previous  year.  The  story  hours  given  for  the  past  few  years,  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  in  the  children's  room,  have  steadily 
increased  in  interest,  the  room  being  crowded  most  of  the  time. 
They  are  illustrated  by  nature  specimens  and  stereoscopic  views. 
Because  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  children's  room,  and 
because  many  young  girls  preferred  the  adult  department,  a  book- 
case labelled  "Books  young  girls  like"  has  been  placed  near  the 
fiction  stacks,  thus  establishing,  in  a  degree,  an  intermediate  de- 
partment. Books  and  pictures  have  been  received  from  the  Rich- 
ardson estate.  How  varied  may  be  the  demands  upon  a  public 
library  is  illustrated  by  the  following  questions  which  were  asked 
at  this  library  in  one  week:  How^  to  impersonate  Dickens's  char- 
acters; how  to  represent  country  dances;  where  an  old-fashioned 
nightcap  could  be  obtained;  and  where  fruit  baskets  could  be 
bought. 

Northampton.  An  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which,  upon  an 
annual  payment  of  $2,000  by  the  trustees  of  Smith  College  and 
an  annual  contribution  of  $500  by  a  donor  whose  name  is  withheld, 
the  students  of  the  college  are  given  the  privileges  of  the  library 
until  July,  1908,  thus  restoring  the  relations  which  formerly  ex- 
isted between  the  institutions.  The  circulation  of  1905  showed 
a  slight  gain,  due  to  an  unusual  activity  in  the  circulation  of  pic- 
tures from  the  art  department.  As  there  was  but  a  slight  use  of 
the  library  by  the  college  faculty  and  students  during  a  portion 
of  the  year,  under  conditions  then  existing,  the  gain  shows  an 
increased  use  bv  the  citizens.  Notable  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  collections  of  pictures,  and  a  beginning  has  been  made 
towards  a  representative  collection  of  the  originals  of  Japanese 
painters.  Stereoscopic  views  have  been  bought  for  circulation, 
with  stereoscopes,  which  have  had  an  extensive  use.  The  tech- 
nological collection  is  being  enlarged  and  improved;  the  result 
has  been  to  enlist  the  interest  of  the  male  borrowers  to  a  greater 
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extent  than  ever  before.  ''The  existing  shelving  has  reached  hs 
ultimate  capacity.  There  can  be  no  extensive  purchases  until  the 
question  of  shelving  is  settled.''  The  musical  collection  of  thf 
disbanded  Northampton  Vocal  Club,  numbering  4,3^  pieces, 
has  been  deposited  in  the  library.  A  portrait  of  the  former  libra- 
rian, Charles  A.  Cutter,  by  W.  H.  W.  Bicknelly  has  been  pUced 
in  the  building.  A  summer  school  was  held  for  five  weeks,  begin- 
ning July  16,  1906.  Seventeen  pupils  were  in  attendance,  coming 
from  as  far  south  as  South  Carolina  and  as  far  west  as  Indiana. 
The  instruction  was  given  by  the  librarian  and  the  chief  cata- 
loguer. Excursions  were  made  to  public  and  college  libraries  in 
the  vicinitv. 

Northampton  Public  Library.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in 
the  circulation  of  1905.  "  Free  access  to  the  shelves  has  been  con- 
tinued, subject  to  certain  regulations.  It  is  fully  appreciated  by 
the  patrons  of  the  librar}-,  and  serves  as  a  means  of  circulating 
books  not  in  general  use  heretofore."  Miss  MarA'  A.  Fuller,  the 
librarian  of  the  Florence  branch  (the  Lilly  Free  Library),  after  an 
efficient  ser\ice  of  twenty-seven  years,  resigned  in  1905,  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  Miss  Matilda  P.  Schwartz,  a  resident  of  Flor- 
ence. 

North  Attleborough.  There  was  a  gain  in  the  home  circulation  of 
1905.  **The  library  has  steadily  continued  its  good  work,  and  in 
spite  of  the  work  in  the  shops  being  so  good,  has  gained  rather 
than  lost  in  circulation.  A  winter  when  work  is  dull  alwavs  sees 
an  increase  in  reading,  and  with  our  shops  so  generally  running 
evenings,  it  would  not  have  been  strange  if  the  circulation  of 
library  books  had  fallen  off.*'  The  inter-library  loan  system  has 
been  of  great  service;  and  books  have  many  times  been  borrowed 
from  Boston  and  Providence.  The  Richards  heirs,  the  donors  of 
the  library  building,  have  enlarged  the  reference  room  to  twice  its 
original  size,  have  fitted  the  reading  room  tables  ^ith  individual 
lamps,  and  have  added  two  stacks  to- the  shelving  capacity.  The 
librarian  and  teacliers  make  reading  lists  for  the  school  children 
from  the  sixth  grade  to  the  high  school.  Each  child  is  required 
to  read  10  books,  which  may  be  selected  from  a  list  of  about  40. 
Branches  are  maintained  at  New  Boston  and  Adamsdale. 

NoRWELL.  A  legacy  of  $1,000  has  been  received  from  Mrs.  Benjamin 
F.  Delano  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  be  used  for  the  care  of  the  library 
and  not  for  the  purchase  of  books.    The  circulation  is  increasing. 

Oakham.  The  circulation  of  1905  was  the  largest  of  any  year  in  the 
history  of  the  library.  The  will  of  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Macullar, 
widow  of  the  late  Addison  Macullar  of  Boston  and  Worcester, 
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contains  a  bequest  of  $500,  to  be  known  as  the  Reed  Memorial 
Fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books 
for  this  library.  An  offer  of  $6,000  for  the  building  of  a  public 
library  by  Mrs.  Celia  E.  Fobes  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Harriet 
F.  Gifford,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  was  accepted  by  the  town  at  a 
meeting  in  November. 

Oxford.  The  installment  of  electric  lights  has  added  to  the  conven- 
ience and  use  of  the  library  by  allowing  it  to  be  opened  in  the 
evening.  The  library  hall  has  been  opened  to  such  public  meet- 
ings as  came  within  the  scope  of  its  general  purpose.  A  free  lecture 
course  on  literary  topics  was  of  interest  and  was  well  attended. 
The  collection  of  matter  of  antiquarian  and  local  historical  interest 
is  steadily  increasing.  A  crayon  portrait  of  William  Pease,  who 
was  organist  at  the  coronation  of  George  IV.,  in  1821,  and  is  buried 
in  Oxford,  is  a  recent  addition  of  historical  value.  A  "Souvenir 
of  the  Charles  Lamed  Memorial  and  the  Free  Public  Librarv" 
has  been  issued,  which  contains  much  interesting  historical  and 
descriptive  matter  relating  to  the  library,  illustrated  by  many  \iews 
and  portraits. 

Palmer.  This  library  co-operates  with  the  teachers  of  the  public 
schools  in  all  ways,  and  the  teachers  respond  willingly.  Books 
are  sent  to  the  school  buildings;  and  a  catalogue  of  books  suitable 
for  the  school  grades  has  been  prepared  and  will  be  printed.  The 
service  of  the  Bodley  Club  has  been  used  for  a  supply  of  fiction 
in  the  general  circulation  and  has  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Peabody.  Commencing  with  the  beginning  of  the  present  school  year, 
groups  of  pupils  from  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  of  the  grammar 
schools,  numbering  G  to  8,  are  sent  to  the  library,  and  are  given 
a  little  talk  explaining  the  use  of  the  card  catalogue  and  of  reference 
books,  especially  of  Poole's  "Index"  and  the  "Cumulative  Index 
to  Periodicals."  With  such  small  groups  the  librarian  is  able  to 
give  individual  attention  to  each  pupil.  Before  they  are  dismissed, 
each  pupil  is  required  to  look  up  a  few  references  to  some  topic 
upon  which  he  is  working  in  the  school  room.  About  one  hour 
is  given  to  each  group. 

Petersham.  Books  are  used  by  teachers  and  scholars  for  reference 
and  study,  without  limit. as  to  time  and  the  number  of  volumes 
taken. 

Phillipston.  a  card  catalogue  is  being  made.  Pupils  of  the  public 
schools  have  access  to  the  library  at  all  times,  and  use  the  books 
freely  in  their  work. 

PiTTSFiELD.  The  department  of  fiction  was  closed  about  five  weeks 
in  the  spring  of  the  present  year  and  the  rate  of  circulation  declined. 
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The  librarian  says:  '*  I  have  no  means  of  determining  whether  the 
5,000  books  of  travel,  history,  biography  and  science  read  in  Apa 
and  May  were  of  more  real  sendee  to  the  city  than  the  10,000  boob 
of  fiction  which  were  not  read.  .  .  .  Novels  are  sometimes  moR 
useful  when  they  are  not  read."  The  use  of  the  reference  room 
has  increased.  The  use  of  stereoscopic  views  has  proved  so  pqnilir 
that  the  service  has  been  extended.  In  extension  of  the  important 
work  done  by  indexing  the  "  Pittsfield  Sun,"  mentioned  in  the 
report  of  last  year,  similar  indexes  have  been  made  of  9  newspapers 
of  western  Massachusetts,  dating  from  1790  to  1858.  In  a  tho^ 
ough  renovation  of  the  fiction  department,  made  by  personal  in- 
spection of  the  librarian,  about  1,000  volumes  were  removed  from 
the  librar}\  In  accompanying  experiments  in  binding,  "the  cotcb 
of  a  few  books  were  treated  with  a  coating  of  varnish,  upon  the 
advice  of  another  library,  but  the  result  is  not  satisfactory."  A 
duplicate  librar\'  was  begun  early  in  the  year,  of  which  the  librarian 
says:  **This  duplicate  library  has  now  been  increased  to  more 
than  100  volumes,  and  has  met  with  immediate  and  increasing 
favor;  and  the  income  from  this  source,  besides  maintaining  the 
system  itself,  enables  us  to  add  one  new  volume  to  our  free  circu- 
lating department  about  once  in  three  days.*'  The  rental  is  1  cent 
a  day. 

Plymouth.  The  cost  of  a  printed  catalogue  of  fiction  has  been  paid 
by  Miss  Rose  S.  Whiting,  one  of  the  directors.  The  use  of  the  col- 
lection of  mounted  photographs  has  increased,  and  they  have 
proved  to  be  of  great  advantage  for  art  study,  class  work,  and  in 
the  preparation  and  illustration  of  various  papers  and  lectures. 
Miss  Mary  Pratt  has  given  $20  for  the  purchase  of  reference  books; 
and  a  bequest  of  $500  in  the  will  of  Miss  Laura  Russell  is  reported. 

Provincetown.  Tlie  most  important  part  of  the  worK  of  the  Hbraiy 
is  in  connection  with  the  schools.  Teachers  take  such  books  as 
they  require,  without  limitation  as  to  quantity  and  period  of  reten- 
tion. Pupils  do  their  reference  work  at  the  library,  with  the  help 
of  the  librarian. 

QuiNCY.  The  liome  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  gain,  with  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  use  of  fiction.  The  trustees  say:  *' It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  higher  orders  of  fiction  show  no  greater  increase, 
and  that  the  bulk  of  reading  in  that  direction  appears  to  be  devoted 
to  the  most  ephemeral  kind.  .  .  .  The  call  for  really  sound  read- 
ing is  insignificantly  small.  As  to  the  circulation  of  books  in  the 
schools,  by  far  the  larger  proportion  of  books  taken  for  children 
by  teachers  has  been  juvenile  fiction,  showing  a  very  large  increase 
over  the  year  before,  almost  double.    This  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the 
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fact  that  the  library  has  been  largely  patronized  by  teachers  of  the 
lower  grades.  Of  course,  the  general  circulation  is  very  largely 
youthful  fiction,  some  of  it  extremely  youthful.  The  library  au- 
thorities endeavor  to  guide  their  selection  as  best  they  can;  they 
are  guarded  in  their  purchases.  Now  and  then  a  foolbh  book 
will  slip  in,  but  it  is  thrown  out  as  soon  as  they  are  made  aware  of 
the  facts."  Of  the  policy  of  the  library  the  trustees  say:  "The 
policy  of  the  institution  from  the  beginning  has  been  against  the 
supplying  of  special  and  valuable  books.  The  trustees  desire  the 
establishment  of  a  general  library,  not  one  for  the  use  of  occasional 
scholars.  They  are  confirmed  in  this  policy  by  the  result  of  experi- 
ence. It  is  better  to  put  the  funds  of  the  library  into  books  that 
are  called  for  and  widely  read,  than  into  those  that  remain  unread 
on  the  shelves  save  by  the  very  few  who  can, -if  they  desire  such 
technical  works,  obtain  them  in  the  libraries  of  the  near  city.'* 

Randolph.  The  home  circulation  has  slightly  decreased;  but  "the 
improvement  in  other  departments  has  been  phenomenal.''  The 
public  schools  have  "loaded"  the  library  with  reference  work; 
and  "  the  room  has  had  its  throng  of  boys  and  girls,  both  afternoon 
and  evening,  earnestly  seeking  information  on  subjects  assigned 
them  at  school.  .  .  .  The  several  literary  societies  of  the  town 
have  patronized  the  library  well,  and  every  possible  aid  has  been 
cheerfully  extended  to  them."  There  is  an  increasing  interest  in 
the  exhibits  of  the  collections  of  the  Library  Art  Club,  which  have 
been  continued. 

Reading^  "The  demand  upon  the  library  constantly  increases,  and 
may  be  expected  to  do  so  as  the  population  increases,  and  espe- 
cially as  the  connection  between  the  library  and  the  schools  becomes 
more  complete.  The  educational  side  of  the  library,  as  distin- 
guished from  its  merely  popular  side,  is  continually  becoming  more 
important,  and  might  be  much  further  expanded  with  profitable 
results  if  the  means  at  cc^mmand  permitted."  Volumes  required 
for  the  use  of  teachers  have  been  added  from  time  to  time. 

RocKroRT.  The  new  building  of  the  Rockport  Public  Library  was 
opened  to  the  public  in  February  of  the  present  year;  and  a  new 
catalogue  has  been  printed.  The  library  at  Pigeon  Cove  continues 
to  be  maintained  as  a  branch,  the  town  having  voted  the  proceeds 
of  the  dog  tax  for  that  purpose. 

Rowley.  The  room  in  the  new  town  hall  building  was  occupied  in 
July,  1905.  A  portion  of  the  room  is  set  apart  as  a  reading  room, 
but  there  is  no  special  space  for  the  children.  Teachers'  cards 
are  furnished  and  extra  books  are  allowed  for  special  study.  The 
age  limit  has  been  reduced  from  sixteen  years  to  twelve  years. 
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RoYALSTON.  The  library  maintains  a  free  delivery  at  South  RojalstoD. 
Some  of  the  teachers  take  books  for  reference  in  the  public  sdioob. 
^' There  is  urgent  need  of  a  library  building  and  a  reading  room, 
which  shall  be  devoted  exclusively  to  library  purposes/' 

Salem.  A  somewhat  smaller  use  of  the  library  in  1905  is  repoited. 
The  lack  of  room  for  the  increasing  collection  of  books  and  lor 
the  use  of  modem  methods  of  administration  is  apparent  here  is 
in  many  of  the  older  libraries.  A  plan  of  an  enlargement  of  the 
present  building,  doubling  its  present  capacity  of  shelving,  and 
allowing  for  the  convenience  of  a  largely  increased  number  of 
readers,  is  outlined  in  the  report  of  the  librarian.  The  eztensbn 
of  library  work  by  the  establishment  of  delivery  and  deposit  sta- 
tions is  suggested.  The  open  shelves,  containing  less  than  800 
volumes,  are  said  to  have  furnished  more  than  one-half  of  the 
circulation  of  1905.  The  percentage  of  fiction  was  78. 73.  A  gift 
of  224  volumes  on  shorthand  has  been  received  from  WiUiam  H. 
Grove  of  Salem.  The  library  now  has  a  collection  of  neariy  500 
volumes  on  that  subject. 

Sandisfield.  The  removal  of  several  families  in  1905  reduced  the 
circulation;  but  of  late  more  books  are  being  sent  out,  and  an 
increase  in  borrowers  is  looked  for.  The  library  has  about  1,100 
volumes,  not  including  magazines,  books  of  reference,  repoits, 
etc.  The  room  which  is  occupied  is  in  a  desirable  location  and 
gives  plenty  of  space.    Books  are  sent  to  South  Sandisfield. 

Sandwich.  There  was  an  increase  of  over  20  per  cent,  in  the  circu- 
lation of  1905.  An  addition  of  125  books  was  the  result  of  an 
entertainment  given  by  two  ladies. 

Saugus.  The  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  gain  of  nearly  14  per  cent., 
partly  due  to  the  opening  of  the  library  one  more  afternoon  in  each 
week.  The  use  of  books  in  the  schools  has  increased,  and  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  library  to  secure  books  suitable  for  that  use. 

Sharon.  With  an  increase  in  circulation,  the  library  is  handicapped 
by  crowded  shelves  and  meagre  floor  space.  "Since  free  access 
to  shelves  has  been  in  vogue,  a  serious  difficulty  has  presented  it- 
self, which  can  only  be  corrected  by  the  public.  On  account  of 
carelessness  of  borrowers,  books  are  not  returned  to  their  places 
in  author  s  groups,  after  being  examined,  but  are  left  in  confusion 
and  disorder,  many  thereby  failing  to  get  a  desired  choice  that 
may  be  in  but  not  in  place." 

Shelburne.  Arms  Public  Library.  Especial  attention  is  being  given 
to  the  collection  of  genealogies  and  books  on  local  history.  Lists 
of  accessions  are  published  in  the  local  newspapers. 

Sherborn.  At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  March,  the  sum  of  S150 
was  voted  to  the  library  trustees,  said  sum  to  be  used  in  the  equip- 
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ment  of  a  reading  and  reference  room.  These  improvements  are 
under  way,  and  will  mean  the  introduction  of  the  open-shelf  system 
into  the  library,  as  well  as  a  small  but  much  needed  i-eading  room. 
Special  vacation  reading  was  introduced  this  year,  and  many  of 
the  school  children  followed  the  requirements  and  received  due 
credit  for  books  read. 

SoMERViLLE.  The  circulation  of  1905  showed  a  gain  of  about  11  per 
cent.  In  the  amount  of  circulation  this  library  is  only  exceeded 
in  the  New  England  States  by  that  of  Boston,  and  it  is  supposed 
to  rank  as  the  twentieth  in  the  United  States.  The  circulation 
through  the  6  delivery  stations  has  largely  increased.  Four  of  the 
stations  are  at  stores.  Of  these  the  librarian  writes:  "Several 
hundred  books  are  kept  in  each;  but  perhaps  these  stations  are 
not  large  enough  to  be  dignified  by  the  name  of  branch  libraries." 
Four  hundred  and  ninety  books  are  counted  as  missing  in  1905, 
of  which  172  were  from  the  fiction  shelves  and  173  from  the  chil- 
dren's room.  The  circulation  of  the  children's  room  was  70,184, 
with  a  percentage  of  78  in  fiction. 

Southampton.  An  addition  of  one  evening  in  the  week  has  been  made 
to  the  open  houl^  and  there  has  been  a  gain  in  the  circulation.  A 
traveling  library  and  several  collections  of  pictures  have  been 
loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association. 

SouTHBRiDGE.  The  statistics  of  1905  show  that  there  has  been  the 
usual  growth  in  all  departments,  with  an  increase  in  the  home 
circulation.  The  librarian  says:  "The  books  for  boys  and  girls 
show  the  greatest  increase  in  circulation.  The  niunber  of  children 
who  use  the  library  is  constantly  growing,  an  excellent  condition 
of  affairs  with  regard  to  the  coming  generation  but  one  which 
presents  difficulties  for  the  present  generation  so  long  as  a  chil- 
dren's room  is  lacking.  Especially  is  this  the  case  when  the  reading 
room  is  shut  off  from  supervision  as  ours  is.  A  children's  room 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  crying  need  of  this  library."  More  than  the 
usual  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  exhibitions  of  the  Library  Art 
Club.  Pictures  have  been  loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education 
Association. 

South  Hadley.  An  offer  by  Andrew  Carnegie  of  $10,000  for  a  library 
building  has  been  accepted  by  the  town.  Miss  Elizabeth  Gaylord 
of  South  Hadley  has  given  a  valuable  site  at  the  comer  of  Bardwell 
and  Gaylord  streets,  in  the  village  of  South  Hadley  Falls;  and 
work  has  begun  on  the  building,  which  is  to  be  completed  by  June 
1,  1907. 

Spencer.  Repairs  are  about  being  made  in  the  library  building.  The 
old  wooden  stacks  are  to  be  removed  and  steel  and  glass  stacks 
put  in,  furnishing  more  room  for  books,  which  has  become  a  neces- 
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sity.    The  income  of  this  library  is  derived  from  the  rentals  of  a 
brick  block  and  a  tenement  house,  which  were  given  to  the  town 
by  Richard  Sugden,  the  donor  of  the  library  building. 
Springfield.    An  interesting  and  suggestive  section  of  the  last  annual 
report  of  the  librarian  is  that  entitled  "Publicity  and  Use,"  in 
which  the  various  methods  by  which  a  progressive  library  makes 
itself  known  to  the  public  are  given  in  detail.    Collections  of  books 
and  plates  on  special  subjects;    collections  of  books  suitable  for 
gifts  at  Christmas  time;    portraits  of  noted  authors^  with  their 
works  grouped  below  them;   collections  of  summer  resort  litera- 
ture, with  time  tables,  illustrated  pamphlets,  mapis,  etc.;    and 
almost  continuous  exhibitions  of  original  drawings,  engravings, 
photographs,  etc.,  are  among  the  means  by  which  public  interest 
is  attracted  and  cultivated.     "The  mail  sometimes  offers  a  con- 
venient way  of  reaching  readers.    Thus,  post  cards  headed  'You 
may  be  interested  in  the  following  book,  recently  added  to  the 
library,'  have  been  sent  from  time  to  time  to  persons  to  whom  the 
book  was  thought  likely  to  appeal;   and  reminders  were  mailed 
to  1,300  readers,  whose  cards  had  stood  unused  at  the  library  for 
a  long  time,  with  the  result  that  the  majority  have  been  resumed." 
An  admirable  monthly  bulletin  is  issued  and  widely  distributed; 
and  special  book  lists  are  prepared  and  furnished,  with  the  aim 
to  make  them  reach  the  readers  who  are  most  likely  to  use  them. 
The  newspapers  have  published  items  of  library  news  on  an  aver- 
age as  often  as  once  a  week.    To  reach  citizens  who  are  ignorant 
of  the  location  of  the  library,  or  unaware  of  its  existence,  "a  large 
mailing  card  has  been  printed,  headed  with  an  invitation  to  use 
the  librarv,  followed  bv  a  list  of  50  books  chosen  for  their  varietv 
and  attractiveness,  and  these  cards  are  being  mailed  systematically 
—  50  each  week  —  to  all  persons  in  the  directory  not  already 
card-holders,  who,  it  is  thought,  may  use  the  library  if  it  is  brought 
directly  to  their  attention.     The  results  of  this  experiment  are 
awaited  with  interest."     The  publication  of  current  accessions 
with  notes  weekly  in  three  daily  papers  has  been  a  most  effective 
agent  in  promoting  the  use  of  the  better  class  of  books.    The  result 
of  a  system  of  persistent  advertising  is  notable.     The  librarian 
says:  "To  sum  up,  in  three  years,  while  the  population  of  the  city 
has  increased  11  per  cent,  and  the  circulation  of  fiction  has  in- 
creased 22  per  cent.,  the  circulation  of  non-fiction  for  adults  has 
increased  41  per  cent."    In  the  process  of  recataloguing  and  clas- 
sification, the  books  "have  been  carefully  examined,  and  the  use- 
less ones  —  over  4,000  this  year  —  have  been  weeded  out."     An 
important  feature  has  been  the  "classification  and  cataloguing  of 
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all  material  relating  to  Springfield.  This  includes  not  only  books 
and  pamphlets  about  Springfield,  but  also  works  by  Springfield 
authors  and  books  printed  in  the  city.  The  library's  collection  of 
this  material  is  sadly  inadequate.  It  is  found  to  lack,  for  example, 
old  reports  and  pamphlets  issued  by  the  city  government,  which, 
since  the  burning  of  the  city  hall,  no  longer  exist.  One  of  the  fore- 
most duties  of  a  public  library  is  to  preserve  the  history  of  its  own 
city,  and  the  library  earnestly  appeals  to  its  friends  to  send  it  not 
only  old  pamphlets  and  documents  of  local  interest,  but  current 
publications,  such  as  reports  of  charitable,  educational  and  other 
organizations,  publications  by  the  churches,  pamphlets  giving  the 
history  of  local  commercial  enterprises,  in  fact,  anythiog  that  may 
be  preserved  to  show  the  life  of  the  community."  The  branch  at 
Faith  Church  has  been  discontinued,  and  the  service  at  the  Forest 
Park  branch,  which  is  more  favorably  located,  has  been  increased. 
The  legacy  of  $10,000  from  the  late  Charles  M.  Kirkham  has  been 
received  and  its  income  will  be  applied  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  a  former  report.  The  will  of  the  late  Edward  M.  Walker  pro- 
vides that  the  association  shall  ultimately  share  one-third  of  the 
income  of  his  estate,  which  will  be  applied  to  the  development  of 
the  science  museum.  The  total  value  of  the  estate  is  supposed  to 
be  over  $400,000. 

Stockbridge.  Branch  libraries  have  been  opened  at  Glendale  and 
Interlaken,  which  are  cared  for  by  volunteer  librarians.  "The 
special  Stockbridge  collection  is  now  placed  in  a  separate  book- 
case, readily  accessible  to  inspection,  and  contains  over  100 
volumes.  This  collection  will  be  increased  through  books  prom- 
ised by  residents,  and  it  is  proving  a  gratifying  exhibit  of  the  liter- 
ary productiNdty  of  the  town."  The  books  of  the  library  have  been 
rearranged  by  the  decimal  classification.  An  interesting  historical 
and  descriptive  sketch  of  the  library,  prepared  by  the  president, 
Richard  R.  Bowker,  has  been  printed  and  a  copy  sent  to  each 
family  in  the  town,  as  far  as  practicable.  Of  the  library  and  its 
policy  he  says:  "A  collection  of  from  8,000  to  10,000  volumes 
presents,  perhaps,  the  ideal  library  for  town  purposes,  and  Stock- 

:  bridge  has  had  the  advantages  of  an  excellent  selection,  so  that 
the  library  is  remarkable  for  the  quality  of  the  books  on  its  shelves. 
Increase  beyond  this  number  imposes  additional  burdens  and 
seems  undesirable,  and  it  is  therefore  the  preferable  policy  to 
'weed  out'  the  library  at  intervals  of  three  to  five  years,  and  so 
make  room  for  the  newer  books,  not  only  in  fiction  but  in  the 
several  departments  of  knowledge.  Such  a  library  should  inter- 
lock closely  with  the  work  of  the  schools,  and  it  is  the  present 
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policy  of  the  libran-  to  develop  in  such  direction  as  to  make  its 
collection  specially  useful  to  the  students  in  the  Williams  Academv 
and  pupils  in  the  higher  classes  of  the  schools." 

Stoneham.  a  bequest  of  $2,000  in  the  will  of  the  late  Miss  GeoigianA 
M.  Dike  was  accepted  by  the  town  at  a  meeting  in  October.  This 
is  to  be  held  as  a  pennanent  fund,  to  be  known  as  the  Geoi|re  Levi 
Woodbury  Dike  Fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  he  used  in  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  public  libran'. 

SToroHTON.  The  circulation  of  1905  exceeded  that  of  the  prenous 
year.  An  important  addition  has  been  made  to  the  libran*  by 
I..  W.  Standish,  who  has  presented  his  files  of  the  ** Sentinel,"  a 
local  newspaper,  from  which  thirty  complete  years  have  been 
hound.  An  appeal  is  made  for  missing  numbers  to  complete  the 
remainder  of  the  set. 

Stow.  Henry  (lates  of  the  board  of  trustees  has  placed  in  the  libranr 
a  cabinet  of  interesting  and  valuable  antique  articles  of  china, 
brass  and  pewter,  as  a  memorial  of  his  mother,  the  late  ^Irs.  ]MercT 
Houghton  Gates.  The  action  of  the  librarian  in  endeavoring  to 
gather  local  historical  material  should  be  imitated  by  every  city 
and  town  librarian  in  the  state.  She  says:  "I  hope  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  induce  older  families  of  the  town  to  deposit  notable 
gifts  in  the  form  of  manuscripts.  This  is  of  growing  importance, 
as  it  will  bring  together  the  papers  of  many  old  families  of  the  town. 
Such  material  of  the  old  families,  some  of  which  have  been  prom- 
inent in  public  life  for  more  than  a  centur}',  is  unusual.  As  a  family 
liistory,  their  contents  would  be  valuable,  as  these  old  documents 
cover  a  very  important  period.  In  after  years  a  letter  even  may 
remain  as  a  memorial  to  the  man  and  to  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
l^he  library  desires  to  possess  examples  of  the  writings  and  manu- 
scripts of  our  early  settlers.  Such  material  will  be  gratefully  re- 
ceived and  carefully  guarded.*' 

SwAMPSCOTT.  The  late  Mrs.  Joanna  Morse  of  Cambridge  bequeathed 
to  this  library  the  rest  and  residue  of  her  estate,  after  paying  certain 
annuities  and  gifts,  as  a  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used 
in  the  purchase  of  books.  It  is  said  that  this  fund  will  amount  to 
about  $5,500,  a  portion  of  which  has  already  been  received.  A 
suggestion  made  by  the  trustees  may  well  be  considered  by  other 
cities  and  towns.  They  say:  ''We  trust  that  the  citizens  will  not, 
in  making  their  appropriations,  consider  that  the  library  has  other 
income,  but  will  continue  to  make  the  usual  appropriations,  and 
allow  the  library  the  full  benefit  of  all  bequests." 

Swansea.  A  weekly  delivery  has  been  established  at  South  Swansea, 
four  deliveries  being  now  maintained.    There  was  a  slight  increase 
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in  the  circulation  of  1905,  and  a  gain  in  the  percentage  of  books 
other  than  fiction.  The  income  of  the  Brayton  fund  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  reference  books  in  history.  A  gift  of  $25  was 
received  from  Miss  Mary  A.  Cas^  for  assistance  in  library  work. 

Taunton.  The  first  year  in  the  new  building  was  characterized  by  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent,  in  the  home  circulation.  A  course  of  free 
lectures  was  given  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  which  was  marked 
by  a  gratifying  degree  of  patronage  and  appreciation  by  many  of 
the  citizens. 

Tewksbury.  There  was  An  increase  of  about  14  per  cent,  in  the  circu- 
lation of  1905. 

TowNSEND.  A  bequest  of  $100  received  by  the  will  of  Walter  J.  Ball 
has  been  expended  for  books  of  permanent  value.  Loans  of  pic- 
tures have  been  received  from  the  Woman's  Education  Associa- 
tion, and  a  traveling  library  from  the  Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society.  Teachers  and  pupils  are  given  special  privileges;  and 
their  liberal  use  of  the  library  justifies  the  measure  and  shows 
their  appreciation  of  the  same. 

Truro.  The  use  of  the  library  by  the  summer  people  in  1905  was 
greater  than  ever  before.  "Summer  people  are  on  the  increase, 
and  we  hope  to  keep  the  library  attractive  for  both  the  visitor  and 
the  townspeople.  From  the  stranger  often  come  donations  of 
books  for  which  we  are  thankful."  Shebnah  Rich  of  Salem  has 
made  an  important  addition  to  his  former  gifts  of  books.  The 
library  is  open  to  the  schools,  and  the  children  may  consult  the 
books  at  any  time,  regardless  of  library  hours. 

Tyringham.  Moving  and  becoming  settled  in  the  new  building  was 
the  feature  of  the  latter  half  of  1905.  The  collection,  numbering 
about  2,000  volumes,  has  been  classified  by  the  Dewey  system. 
Individual  cash  gifts,  amounting  to  about  $750,  were  received,  of 
which  the  largest  were  $225  from  Mrs.  Charlotte  Tytus,  and  $100 
each  from  Mrs.  I^ura  Fuller  and  George  K.  Baird.  Gifts  of  books 
have  included  about  250  bound  volumes  and  a  quantity  of  maga- 
zines and  pamphlets  from  the  library  of  the  late  Daniel  Clark,  the 
local  mineralogist  and  collector,  who  possessed  a  national  reputa- 
tion. Two  collections  of  pictures  and  a  traveling  library  have  been 
loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association  and  have  proved 
very  popular.  Summer  boarders  are  charged  25  cents  per  month 
for  borrowing  privileges. 

Wakefield.  A  supplementary  catalogue  has  been  printed.  The 
circulation  through  the  Greenwood  branch  has  increased,  and  the 
trustees  recommend  that  books  be  added  to  the  present  deposit 
there,  and  a  reading  room,  in  some  central  location,  be  established. 
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Walpole.  The  circulation  of  1905  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year, 
and  the  daily  average  of  the  present  year  shows  notable  gains. 
The  teachers  in  the  lower  grades  of  the  public  schools  take  sudi 
books  as  they  may  select  to  the  schoolrooms  for  a  month,  and  en- 
courage the  pupils  to  read  them,  either  at  home  or  in  school.  Thus 
the  children  become  familiar  with  a  better  dass  of  books  than  they 
would  probably  choose  if  left  to  themselves.  The  work  with  the 
high  school  continues  as  before  reported,  except  that  the  require- 
ment is  to  read  one  or  in  some  cases  two  books  each  week.  The 
demand  for  better  service  at  East  Walpole  has  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  a  branch  in  place  of  the  former  delivery  station, 
a  room  in  a  club  house  having  been  offered  for  that  purpose. 
Several  hundred  volumes  have  been  installed^  and  the  room  is 
open  on  two  afternoons  each  week. 

Wareham.  Each  person  is  allowed  three  cards,  one  for  general  read- 
ing, one  for  magazines  and  one  for  books  required  for  reference 
or  study.  Books  taken  on  the  latter  card  may  be  retained  beyond 
the  time  limit,  if  not  otherwise  needed.  It  is  endeavored  to  make 
the  library  of  real  use  to  the  schools.  A  fair  proportion  of  the  books 
purchased  during  the  year  was  from  a  list  prepared  by  the  super- 
intendent of  schools  for  the  use  of  teachers  and  pupils.  Reviews 
of  new  books  upon  the  shelves,  largely  those  relating  to  nature 
study,  were  prepared  by  a  committee  and  appeared  in  the  weekly 
local  paper.    This  "library  column"  created  considerable  interest. 

Warren.  The  will  of  Mary  G.  Hitchcock  of  Warren  is  reported  to 
contain  a  bequest  of  $1,000  for  the  use  of  the  library,  payable  after 
tlie  death  of  stated  parties. 

Warwick.  The  circulation  of  1905  exceeded  that  of  1904,  and  was 
at  the  rate  of  eight  volumes  per  capita.  The  teachers  in  the  center 
of  the  town  took  books  for  school  use;  and  collections  were  sent 
to  the  school  in  Brush  valley  in  the  spring  and  winter  terms.  Pic- 
tures have  been  loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association, 
"  which  have  been  much  enjoyed  and  appreciated."  The  need  of 
a  larger  room  becomes  more  urgent  every  year. 

Watertown.  There  was  a  loss  in  the  home  circulation  of  1905,  but  a 
gain  in  the  use  of  books  for  reference.  The  reduction  of  the  hours 
of  Sunday  opening,  as  noticed  in  the  report  of  last  year,  appeals 
to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  community,  the  attendance 
having  been  well  maintained.  The  library  has  now  almost  com- 
plete files  of  the  Watertown  local  newspapers,  and  a  set  of  the 
printed  town  reports,  which  is  more  nearly  complete  thim  any 
other  collection.  The  exceedingly  limited  d^ree  of  int»:e8t  whidi 
the  public  has  shown  in  a  printed  catalogue  of  biography,  histoiy 
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and  travel  is  noticed.  A  portrait  of  HoUis  H.  Hunnewell  by  Ernest 
L.  Ipsen  has  been  placed  in  the  library.  Much  has  been  done  in 
the  past  for  co-operation  with  the  public  schools ;  but  at  present  the 
pupils  come  directly  to  the  library,  or  get  their  books  through  the 
delivery  stations.  The  teachers  feel  that  they  are  overworked, 
and  prefer  that  method. 

Wayland.  There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  circulation.  A 
comparison  of  the  circulation  of  five  years  shows  an  increase  of 
about  60  per  cent. 

Webster.  A  gift  of  $100  from  Mrs.  H.  N.  Slater  has  been  used  in  the 
purchase  of  books.  A  decrease  in  adult  reading  in  1905  was  ac- 
companied by  a  large  increase  in  the  juvenile  circulation.  A  good 
part  of  the  former  is  attributed  to  the  loss  of  several  families  who 
patronized  the  library  largely.  An  interesting  feature  in  1905  was 
an  exhibition  of  Irish  books,  photographs  and  curios,  followed  in 
1906  by  an  exhibition  of  French-Canadian  pictures  and  other 
articles,  the  latter  mostly  home  made  —  woven  and  spun.  Con- 
siderable interest  was  shown  in  these  exhibitions,  and  they  at- 
tracted visitors  who  had  never  before  entered  the  library.  Books 
on  Canadian  history  and  travel  and  Canadian  fiction  were  in 
demand  after  the  latter  exhibition. 

Wellesley.  a  delivery  station  has  been  established  at  Cedar  Street, 
making  the  third  now  in  operation.  The  recataloguing  has  been 
completed,  and  a  printed  bulletin,  covering  accessions  in  1904 
and  1905,  has  been  issued.  Two  books,  but  one  of  fiction,  may 
be  drawn  at  one  time  on  one  card,  and  vacation  privileges  are 
allowed. 

Wendell.  The  library  room  in  the  town  hall  is  small,  and  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  library  it  has  become  very  much  crowded.  The 
trustees  recommend  the  building  of  a  new  town  house  and  the 
remodeling  of  the  old  building  for  library  use.  Books  and  pictures 
have  been  loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association.  Refer- 
ence books  are  loaned  for  use  in  the  schools.  A  dinner  was  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library  in  the  purchase  of  books. 

Wenham.  This  library,  which  has  long  been  hampered  in  its  work  for 
want  of  space,  will  probably  have  a  room  in  the  town  hall,  which 
will  soon  be  vacated  by  the  grammar  school. .  This  room  will  give 
fully  three  times  the  space  of  the  present  room  and  will  be  ample 
for  several  years. 

Westborough.  Melvin  H.  Walker,  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
has  added  the  sum  of  $2,500  to  the  library  building  fund,  which 
is  reported  to  amount  to  about  $26,500.  Plans  have  been  made  for 
a  building,  which  will  be  completed  in  the  spring  of  1907.    It  is 
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to  be  a  two-story  building,  on  land  purchased  by  the  town  for 
library  purposes  several  years  ago,  at  the  comer  of  Main  and 
Parkman  streets.  **  The  frontage  of  the  main  building  is  60  feet, 
depth  30  feet.  The  delivery  room  is  on  the  first  floor,  on  the  Park- 
man  Street  side  of  which  is  a  large  reading  room;  on  the  other 
side  are  the  children's  room  and  the  reference  room.  The  rear  of 
the  delivery  room  opens  into  a  30-foot  square  stack  room,  which, 
with  its  basement  for  the  storage  of  public  documents  and  other 
printed  matter  seldom  called  for,  has  a  capacity  for  40,000  to 
50,000  volumes.  The  exterior  shows  a  handsome  building  con- 
structed of  Milford  granite  and  gray  brick,  with  limestone  trim- 
mings, copj>er  cornice  and  slated  roof.  The  specifications  call 
for  quartered  oak  finish  in  the  first  story  and  ash  in  the  second." 
A  bequest  of  $2,000  is  contained  in  the  will  of  Ellen  B.  Winch  of 
AVe.stbo  rough. 

West  Boylston.  Books  of  reference  are  furnished  to  the  schools; 
and  the  librarian  assists  the  teachers  in  the  selection  of  suitable 
books  for  the  several  grades.  The  library  has  a  very  complete 
collection  of  books  relating  to  the  history  of  its  own  and  the  neigh- 
boring towns;  and,  in  connection  with  it,  photographs  of  all  the 
buildings  in  the  town  which  were  destroyed  by  the  construction 
of  the  Wachusett  reservoir  and  a  map  of  the  town  drawn  on  a  scale 
of  300  feet  to  the  inch  have  been  procured.  About  200  books, 
whicli  were  the  gift  of  David  I.»ee  and  Lydia  Maria  Child,  have 
been  withdrawn  from  general  circulation  and  placed  in  special 
cases.  These  books  were  the  nucleus  of  the  present  librarj'  and 
among  them  are  many  autograph  copies. 

West  Bridgkwater.  A  becjuest  of  $500,  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
has  been  received  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Mary  N.  H.  Edgeriy. 

Westfield.  The  circulation  of  1905  w^as  very  much  larger  than  that 
of  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  library.  The  library 
committee  endeavors  to  exclude  from  its  purchases  all  harmful 
works  of  fiction.  The  interest  of  the  children  in  their  department 
has  steadily  increased.  The  librarian  writes:  "The  children's 
room  is  crowded  to  suffocation  during  the  evenings  in  the  winter; 
and  it  is  recognized  that  the  best  work  cannot  be  done  until  the 
room  is  enlarged." 

Westminster.  There  is  considerable  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library 
for  school  work,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  many  of  the  young 
people  are  acquiring  the  library  habit.  A  bibliography  of  local 
history  has  been  prepared,  and  a  good  beginning  has  been  made 
in  collecting  old  documents  and  manuscripts  relating  to  the  town. 
Over  200  volumes  have  been  presented  by  Miss  Helen  O.  Bigdow 
of  Boston,  in  memor}'  of  her  father,  A.  O,  Bigelow.    The  <ircula- 
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tion  has  increased.  Delivery  stations  have  been  opened  in  the 
schoolhouses  at  the  Narrows  and  South  Westminster,  which  are 
administered  by  the  teachers  and  are  used  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  districts  as  well  as  by  the  pupils. 

Weston.  A  donation  of  $100  was  received  from  Francis  Blake,  being 
his  salar}'  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  to  be  expended 
for  books  of  reference  or  other  works  of  special  value.  A  manu- 
script volume  of  "Weston  Epitaphs,"  by  the  late  Frank  W.  Bige- 
low,  has  been  acquired  by  purchase.  This  volume,  which  is  of 
much  local  interest  and  historical  value,  "contains  exact  facsimiles 
of  the  epitaphs  of  most  of  the  headstones  of  the  old  burying  ground, 
with  pen  and  ink  sketches  of  the  stones  themselves,  and,  in  many 
cases,  the  coats  of  arms  of  the  families.*' 

Westport.  Westport  Free  Public  Library.  "It  is  hoped  by  the  trus- 
tees that  some  satisfactory  arrangements  may  be  made  in  the  near 
future,  whereby  the  people  residing  in  all  parts  of  the  town  may 
receive  equal  benefits  from  the  library  with  those  living  nearer  to 
the  town  hall." 

Westport  Public  Library.  A  branch  has  been  established  at 
Horseneck.  Tliree  branches  are  now  maintained  by  this  library. 
Westport  Point  Librar}'.  This  library  distributes  its  duplicate 
books  and  old  magazines  among  the  fishermen  and  neighboring 
farmers,  and  this  year  some  have  been  sent  to  the  whale  ships  at 
Barbadoes  and  Fayal.  Magazine  clippings  are  arranged  and  filed 
for  the  use  of  the  schools,  and  Perry  pictures  are  kept  for  the  same 
purpose. 

West  Stockbridge.  A  successful  year  in  a  larger  circulation  and  in 
work  with  the  schools  is  reported.  Most  cordial  relations  exist 
between  the  library  and  the  schools  and  the  teachers,  through 
whose  efforts  the  library  has  received  substantial  support.  A  card 
catalogue  is  nearly  completed ;  and  the  library  grounds  have  been 
improved. 

Weymouth.  Fogg  Library.  The  most  important  work  of  the  library 
is  with  the  schools.  Frequent  lists  of  books  are  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  teachers  and  pupils,  and  lists  of  books  on  special  subjects 
are  posted  in  the  library.  Students  are  encouraged  to  go  to  the 
reference  room,  and  are  taught  how  to  use  its  books.  As  the  result 
of  a  fair  given  last  spring,  the  sum  of  $1,500  was  given  to  the  trus- 
tees for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 

Whitman.  More  commodious  and  convenient  rooms,  which  are  much 
needed,  will  be  provided  for  the  library  in  the  new  town  hall,  now 
being  built. 

WiLBRAHAM.  The  bcquest  of  $1,000  by  Henry  Cutler  of  North  Wilbra- 
ham,  mentioned  in  a  former  report,  has  been  invested,  and  the 
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income  is  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books.  In  October  tlie 
library  was  moved  to  a  location  in  the  center  of  the  village  of  Soxtk 
Wilbraham,  which  gives  more  room  and  allows  opportunities  for 
better  care  and  ser\dce. 

Williamsburg.  Haydenville  Free  Library.  The  two  higher  dasse? 
in  the  public  school  use  the  library  very  freely,  taking  about  one- 
third  of  the  books  delivered.  Charles  A.  Phillips,  the  former 
librarian,  having  removed  from  the  to^n,  the  library  is  now  in 
charge  of  Thomas  H.  Ives,  the  former  assistant  librarian. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.  WilHamstown  Public  Librarv.  The  old  svstem  of 
printed  or  typewritten  catalogues  being  "  not  only  antiquated  but 
also  cumbrous  and  inconvenient,"  a  card  catalogue  is  being. pre- 
pared. To  bring  the  library  into  closer  touch  with  the  schoob, 
reference  and  library  helps  have  been  purchased.  The  necessity 
for  a  library  building  is  urged  by  the  tnistees.  The  book  space  is 
already  so  crowded  that,  with  one  or  two  more  accessions  of  books, 
there  yal\  be  no  more  shelf  room. 

WiNCUENDON.  The  librarian  savs:  *'It  has  been  and  is  our  aim  to 
work  with  the  public  schools  all  that  is  possible  with  the  amount 
of  money  we  have  to  spend.  The  teachers  give  us  a  list  of  books 
they  would  like,  and  we  purchase  them  as  far  as  possible.  Teach- 
ers arc  allowed  to  take  five  books  at  a  time  for  school  use.  The 
pupils  are  allowed  all  privileges  that  we  can  give  them  with  our 
limited  room.'* 

Winch ?:sTER.  The  circulation  of  1905  exceeded  that  of  the  previous 
year.  The  need  of  more  room  is  becoming  more  apparent  and 
prevents  the  undertaking  of  any  important  special  improvements 
or  methods  in  library  work.  Especially  is  the  lack  of  a  children's 
room  of  much  disadvantage. 

WiNTHROP.  The  circulation  of  19()5  showed  a  loss  of  about  8.7  per 
cent.  The  Browne  system  of  charging  has  been  adopted,  and  the 
librarian  reports  that  the  results  have  been  very  gratif^dng.  Miss 
Bessie  F.  Cordes,  who  had  been  librarian  since  May  1,  1902,  re- 
signed Nov.  14,  1906,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss  Alice  A. 
Munday  of  Winthrop. 

WonuHN.  In  connection  with  a  new  registration,  the  two-card  system 
has  been  adopted.  There  has  been  a  decided  change  and  improve- 
ment in  the  children's  department,  and  its  circulation  has  in- 
creased. In  common  with  many  other  libraries  of  the  State,  the 
question  of  additional  shelf  room  is  becoming  prominent.  The 
Eunice  Thompson  Memorial  Librar}'  building  in  ward  six  is  in 
process  of  erection.    This  librar\^  has  a  separate  board  of  tnistees. 

Worcester.  Extensive  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made 
in  the  library  building.    There  was  in  1905  a  marked  increase  in 
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the  use  of  the  reference  and  children's  departments,  and  a  de- 
creased use  of  the  circulating  department.  The  latter  may  be 
attributed  to  the  general  prosperity,  the  transfer  of  the  school  work 
to  the  children's  department,  and  the  many  persons  who  buy  books 
printed  in  cheap  editions.  Room  has  been  made  for  little  children 
in  the  children's  room.  The  opening  of  the  children's  room  on 
Sundays  and  holidays,  tried  as  an  experiment,  has  proved  success- 
ful. The  expense  is  small,  and  the  amount  of  good  done  and 
happiness  conferred  is  large.  There  has  been  issued  a  finding 
list  of  music  and  books  relating  to  music  and  composers,  and  a 
finding  list  of  fiction.  Monthly  lists  of  additions  are  regularly 
issued,  and  weekly  articles  concerning  new  accessions  are  printed 
in  the  "Sunday  Telegram."  Exhibitions  of  photographs  and  other 
illustrations  of  countries,  schools  of  art,  etc.,  have  been  continued; 
and  talks  have  been  given  on  the  literature  of  botany,  birds  and 
the  District  of  Alaska.  There  has  been  an  exhibition  of  books  in 
the  several  characters  used  by  the  blind,  with  the  presence  of  blind 
persons  to  show  how  the  reading  is  done.  The  appliances  and 
processes  of  binding  were  shown  in  another  exhibition,  a  practical 
binder  being  present  and  doing  different  kinds  of  work.  The 
Newark  charging  system  has  been  introduced  in  the  children's 
department,  and  its  introduction  into  the  adult  circulating  depart- 
ment is  contemplated.  Vacation  lists  of  books  and  lists  for  chil- 
dren of  different  grades  have  been  printed;  and  a  more  intimate 
acquaintance  between  the  librarian  and  the  teachers  has  been 
effected.  Stereoscopes  and  pictures  are  in  use,  and  photographs 
have  been  provided  to  loan  to  teachers  for  use  in  school  work. 
Examinations  are  held  for  the  positions  of  senior  and  junior  assist- 
ants. An  error  in  the  name  of  Robert  Kendall  Shaw,  the  assistant 
librarian,  was  made  in  the  report  of  last  year. 

Wrentham.  The  circulation  of  1905  was  considerably  reduced  be- 
cause of  the  division  of  the  town  by  the  incorporation  of  Plainville. 
Additions  to  the  library  by  purchase  have  been  such  as  are  gen- 
erally demanded  by  the  reading  public;  and  several  bequests  of 
books  have  been  received. 

Yarmouth.  Yarmouth  Library  Association.  The  late  Nathan  Mat- 
thews of  Boston,  whose  benefactions  are  noticed  in  the  report  of 
1899,  bequeathed  $5,000  for  the  use  of  thb  librarj*.  There  has 
been  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of  books  of  reference;  and  there 
has  been  a  growing  appreciation  of  the  advantages  of  the  libraiy 
by  temporary  and  summer  residents.  The  trustees  make  an  appeal 
for  the  collection  of  printed  and  manuscript  local  historical  matter. 
The  library  already  possesses  a  valuable  collection  in  that  left  by 
the  late  Amos  Otis. 
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The  New  Law  of  1906. 

The  last  Legislature  passed  a  law  which  has  been  embodied 
in  the  following  circular  and  sent  to  the  smaller  libraries  through- 
out the  State :  — 

Boston^,  Mass.,  1907. 

To  the  Trustees  and  Librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 

Gentlemen:  —  The  Legislature  of  1906  has  passed  the  following 
act  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  free  public  libraries  in  the  small 
towns :  — 

An  Act  to  aid  free  public  libraries  in  the  smalx.  towns. 

Be  it  enacted  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreserUaiives  in  General  Court 
assembledj  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  as  follows  : 

The  board  of  free  public  library  commissioners  may  annually  expend 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  free  public  libraries, 
especially  in  those  towns  the  valuation  of  which  does  not  exceed  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Such  aid  may  include  the  furnishing  of  books 
in  small  quantities,  visits  to  libraries,  the  instruction  of  librarians,  and 
such  other  means  of  encouraging  and  stimulating  the  small  libraries  as 
said  commissioners  shall  deem  advisable  :  provided^  that  a  full  detail  of 
expenditures  under  this  act  shall  be  printed  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
commissioners. 

The  purpose  of  this  law,  which  will  govern  the  commission  in  its 
administration,  is  to  aid  and  improve  the  libraries  in  the  small  towns 
of  the  State. 

This  aid  may  take  any  form  which  the  commission  may  decide.  For 
instance,  it  may:  — 

1.  Furnish  from  time  to  time,  in  small  quantities,  new  and  attractive 
books,  to  enrich  the  library  and  stimulate  its  readers. 

2.  When  necessary  it  may  secure  occasional  personal  visits  to  libra- 
ries by  helpful  library  workers. 

3.  AVhen  technical  or  expensive  books  are  needed  for  temporar}'  use 
by  a  small  library,  the  commission  will  endeavor  to  secure  the  loan  of 
them  from  some  other  or  from  its  own  collection. 

4.  It  mav  be  able  to  afford  some  aid  in  the  direction  of  education  for 
librarians. 

Other  avenues  of  aid  mav  be  utilized. 

The  libraries  receiving  this  letter  are  requested  to  correspond  freely 
with  the  commission,  stating  with  the  utmost  frankness  their  needs  in 
whatever  direction,  with  the  assurance  from  the  commission  that  any 
suggestion  or  request  will  be  given  the  most  careful  consideTation. 

No  hard  and  fast  rules  will  be  adopted.    The  commission  desires 
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to  be  helpful  in  the  most  practical  way  to  the  especial  necessities  of  the 
individual  library. 

The  librarian  is  requested  to  bring  this  letter  to  the  attention  of  the 
trustees. 

For  the  commission, 

C.   B.   TiLLINGHAST, 

Chairman. 

Education  of  Librarians. 

In  carrying  out  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  new  law,  the  com- 
mission has  paid  the  expense  of  attendance  of  three  librarians 
upon  the  summer  library  school  of  Simmons  College.  The 
favorable  results  of  this  instruction  will  lead  the  commission  to 
continue  the  opportunity  to  a  few  such  librarians  in  the  future 
as  seem  to  have  enthusiasm  to  continue  their  public  service. 


Library  Associates. 

The  commission  has  commenced  the  organization  of  an  asso- 
ciation of  voluntary  visitors,  selected  from  dififerent  localities 
in  the  State,  who  will  visit  from  time  to  time  designated  libraries 
for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  their  work  and  procuring  and  fur- 
nishing definite  information  concerning  their  condition  to  the 
commission. 

Miss  Katharine  P.  Loring,  a  lady  who  has  devoted  much  time 
to  voluntary  educational  work,  has  generously  accepted  the 
cliief  supervision  of  these  associates.  Her  successful  experience 
in  executive  organization  insures  an  effective  and  valuable 
service. 

Expenses  of  the  Year. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  total  amount  expended  by 
the  commission  for  the  year,  as  required  by  law:  — 


Books  supplied  to  towns,        ... 
Expenses  to  summer  school  of  three  librarians, 
1,000  library  maps,  and  mailing, 
500  monthly  library  lists,  and  mailing. 
Printing,       ..... 
Postage,  expressage  and  stationory, 
Traveling  expenses. 
Printing  annual  report, 


$676  73 

211  86 

150  00 

147  62 

24  01 

76  99 

39  50 

213  70 

Sl»540  41 


60 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


[Jto. 


The  Library  Map. 

The  commission  has  sent  to  nearly  1,000  of  the  lekling 
libraries  and  educational  institutions  of  the  world  copies  of  the 
graphic  map  which  was  made  for  the  World's  Expositions, 
8ho\\'ing  illustrations  of  library  buildings  in  the  State.  The  map 
has  attracted  much  attention,  and  the  acknowledgments  received 
have  indicated  great  interest  in  our  system.  Requests  for  addi- 
tional copies  have  been  received  from  Norway,  CJermany,  Spain 
and  several  other  countries,  and  in  numberless  cases  the  map 
has  been  placed  on  pubUc  bulletins. 

The  Woman's  Education  Association. 

The  report  of  the  Woman's  Education  Association  for  the 
year  gives  the  result  of  the  \\s\ts  of  57  Ubraries,  with  1,541  books, 
to  54  places,  with  a  circulation  of  4,711,  or  an  increase  of  714 
over  last  year.  On  a  basis  of  1 ,000,  this  circulation  w^as  di\ided 
as  follows:  fiction,  557;  travel,  118;  periodicals,  76;  art,  49; 
biography,  42;  history,  42;  natural  history,  37;  literature,  26; 
miscellaneous,  53. 

The  regular  libraries  have  been  to  the  following  towns  and 
villages :  — 


Acushnet, 

Lake\nlle, 

Russell, 

Alford, 

Leverett, 

Rutland, 

Annisquam, 

Littleville, 

Sandisfield, 

('hilmark, 

Miller's  Falls, 

Swift  River, 

(,'olrain, 

Monroe  Bridge, 

Wales, 

Dana, 

Monterey, 

Washington, 

East  Freetown, 

New  Marlborough, 

WendeU, 

Farley, 

North  Chester, 

West  Cummington, 

Florida, 

Oakham, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Goshen, 

Otis, 

West  Worthington, 

Hancock, 

Paxton, 

Wheelwright, 

Heath, 

Pelhaui, 

Windsor. 

Huntington, 

Plain  field. 

Knightville, 

Howe, 

Permission  was  given  to  one  member  of  the  Association  to 
prepare  a  library  composed  largely  of  books  of  proved  standard 
value,  especially  fiction.  It  consists  of  80  books,  of  which  40 
are  fiction.     For  this  library  the  village  of  Littleville  was  s 
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lected,  —  a  hamlet  of  some  100  inhabitants,  remote  from  the 
town  library.  The  founder  of  this  library  accompanied  it  to 
the  village,  and  gave  an  evening's  talk  on  the  books,  which  was 
evidently  a  great  pleasure  to  the  auditors.  The  circulation  of 
this  library  was  243,  of  which  75  per  cent,  w^as  fiction. 

The  special  Ubraries  now  number  13:  Florence,  Rome,  Venice, 
French,  Spanish,  Dutch,  Italian  and  Greek  art,  English  archi- 
tecture, Egjrpt,  Shakespeare,  travel  in  France,  and  religion. 
These  have  visited  Annisquam,  Ashby,  Athol,  Bedford,  Billerica, 
Carver,  Cheshire,  Danvers,  Granby,  Medfield,  North  Chelmsford, 
Northfield,  Reading,  Rowe,  Shelburne  Falls,  Somerset,  South- 
ampton, South  Deerfield,  Stoneham  and  Townsend.  Venice 
had  a  circulation  of  159  at  Southampton  and  English  architecture 
98  at  Cheshire.  The  Ubrary  of  religious  reading  has  not  proved 
a  success,  having  been  to  3  towns  in  two  years,  with  a  total 
circulation  of  only  48.  A  library  on  health  has  been  prepared 
and  will  be  started  on  its  travels  soon.  The  4  Audubon  libraries 
have  visited  Bernardston,  Dennis,  Douglas,  Milton,  Russell,  Rut- 
land, Shirley  and  Townsend,  with  a  total  circulation  of  564. 

Twenty-six  sets  of  pictures  have  made  145  visits  to  108  differ- 
ent places.  Those  now  in  active  circulation  are:  Valley  of  the 
Yosemite,  Prang  platinettes,  eastern  and  western  Switzerland, 
Hawaii,  English  water-colors,  woman  in  art,  Canadian  PaciJBc 
Railroad,  India,  Japan,  Grand  Canon  of  the  Colorado,  New 
England  birds,  queer  things  across  the  sea,  China,  Venetian  art, 
Naples,  and  a  set  of  decorative  designs  called  "festoons."  The 
set  on  London,  which  had  been  very  thoroughly  used,  was  sent 
to  Mrs.  Eugene  B.  Heard  of  Giddleton,  Ga.,  who  has  charge  of  a 
large  number  of  travelling  Ubraries  in  the  south. 

In  last  year's  report  it  was  stated  that  the  publication  of  a 
book  list  by  the  American  Library  Association  might  render  the 
work  in  that  direction  unnecessary.  To  test  the  question,  a 
postal  card  was  sent  out  with  the  April  list,  asking  whether  a 
continuance  was  desired  or  if  the  A.  L.  A.  list  was  preferred. 
One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  repUes  desired  a  continuance;  32 
preferred  the  A.  L.  A. 

A  number  of  gifts  have  been  received  and  transmitted  to 
needy  libraries.  Eight  volumes  of  Lord's  "Beacon  Lights  of 
History,"  given  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Whitney,  were  sent  to  Monterey, 
and  were  gratefully  received. 
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The  annual  library  trip  was  made  in  June  by  Miss  Morison, 
Miss  Lowell  and  Miss  Chandler.  A  number  of  villages  in  the 
remotest  sections  of  Berkshire  County  were  visited  and  the 
libraries  looked  over,  advice  and  encouragement  given  the  li- 
brarians, and  in  several  cases  books  or  pictures  sent  them. 

The  good  results  of  the  work  of  the  members  of  this  associa- 
tion in  its  several  activities  have  been  felt  and  recognized  from 
year  to  year  by  this  commission,  and  have  been  of  permanent 
value  in  the  development  of  the  library  interests  of  the  State. 
To  their  enterprise  and  enthusiasm  is  due  a  proud  share  in  the 
librarj'^  actixdty  which  is  felt  in  every  hamlet  in  the  State. 

A.  L.  A.  Book  List. 

The  commission  is  sending  free  the  A.  L.  A.  book  list  to  about 
500  libraries  and  branches,  from  month  to  month  as  it  is  issued. 
It  Ls  a  useful  guide  in  the  selection  of  books  for  small  as  well  as 
the  larger  libraries. 

The  Library  Art  Club. 

The  Library  Art  Club  constantly  increases  in  size  and  useful- 
ness. It  now  has  109  members  and  100  exhibits,  which  have 
been  shown  1,333  times  during  the  year.  Its  membership  in- 
cludes 83  Massachusetts  libraries. 

A  Loan  Collection. 

If  there  should  appear  to  be  any  great  need  of  a  loan  collection 
of  books  for  the  benefit  of  the  smaller  libraries,  the  commission 
may  try  the  experhnent.  If  books  are  needed  for  study  or 
reading  which  it  does  not  seem  advisable  for  a  small  librar}-  to 
purchase,  on  account  of  expense  or  for  other  reasons,  the  com- 
mission will,  at  its  discretion,  provide  the  books  as  a  loan.  It 
will  consider  all  appUcations  that  may  be  made,  except  for  works 
of  fiction. 

The  Value  of  the  Small  Library. 

The  ideal  distribution  of  the  best  Uterature  would  be  upon 
the  bookshelf  or  center  table  of  every  family  circle.  The  ideal 
is  sometimes  impossible,  more  frequently  impracticable.  The 
genesis  of  the  free  pubUc  Ubrary  is  an  approach  to  this  ideal. 
The  nearer  the  Ubrary  to  the  home,  the  closer  the  approach  to 
the  ideal.    A  few  large  libraries  are  indispensable  for  the  scholar, 
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but  the  great  value  of  books  as  a  means  for  general  public  edu- 
cation lies  in  their  distribution,  not  in  their  concentration.  It 
is  the  food  that  reaches  and  is  assimilated  at  the  family  table 
that  supports  Ufe,  not  that  which  is  stored  in  the  great  ware- 
house. The  libraries  that  are  of  the  most  vital  interest  to  all 
our  people  are  those  that  are  within  sound  of  the  music  of  every 
free  school  bell.  These  small  libraries  are  constantly  growing  in 
number,  and  their  need  is  daily  becoming  more  emphatic  in 
every  hamlet.  Let  any  one  who  Ls  inclined,  for  any  reason,  to 
underrate  their  value  compare  their  relative  circulation  to  their 
constituency  with  that  of  the  larger  libraries  to  their  constit- 
uencies. The  percentage  of  the  whole  people  who  use  the  small 
library  in  a  town  is  greater  than  the  percentage  that  use  the 
large  library  in  the  city. 

That  is  the  general,  well-nigh  the  universal  rule.  An  exception 
now  and  then  there  will  always  be,  but  it  is  rare  and  usually  of 
short  duration.  A  brief  slumber  is  not  death,  and  it  is  often  the 
prelude  to  reinvigorated  vitality.  Our  small  libraries  are  Uve 
libraries.  They  have  a  goodly  store  of  well-selected  books; 
these  books  are  circulated  and  read.  They  need  more  books. 
They  are  not  in  rich  communities,  but  the  State,  to  some  extent, 
supplements  their  efforts.  Now  and  then  they  need  a  word  of 
encouragement.  If  any  one  doubts  the  condition  of  our  li- 
braries, he  is  invited  to  a  careful  reading  of  the  notes  of  library 
progress,  which  are  given  as  they  come  from  the  hbraries  them- 
selves. Note  the  fertility  of  suggestions  towards  widening  the 
usefulness  of  the  librarj^  —  an  instance  of  which  is  the  family- 
library  system  on  trial  in  the  little  town  of  Dover. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  B.  TILLINGHAST. 
MABEL  SIMPKINS  AGASSIZ. 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN. 
DELORAINE  P.  COREY. 
ELIZABETH  P.  SOHIER. 

Jan.  If),  1907. 
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NAMES  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  AND  NAMES  OF 

LIBRARUNS. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Abington.  . 

North  Abington, 
Acton, 
AcuBhnet, 

Perry  HiU,      . 

Long  Plain^     . 
Adams, 
Asawam,  . 

Feeding  HilU, 

Mittineagxtet    . 
Alford, 
Amesbury, 
Amherst,    . 

North  Amherst, 
Andover,   . 
Arlington, . 

Arungton  Heightt, 
Ashbumham, 
Ashby, 
Ashfield,    . 

South  Ashfield, 

Baptist  Comer, 
Ashland,    . 
Athol, 

Attleborough, 
Auburn,     . 
Avon, 
Ayer, 
Barnstable, 

CenirevilU, 

Cotuit,    . 
Hffannit, 

Marion* 9  MilU, 

09t€rviUe, 
Barre. 
Becket, 
Bedford,    . 
Balchertown, 
Bellingham, 
Bdmont,   . 
Berkley,     . 
Beriin, 

South  Berlin, 
Bemardston, 
Bkyerlt, 

Beverly  Farmt, 
Billerica,    . 

Talbot  MilU, 
Blackstone, 
Blandford, 

North  Blandford, 
Bolton, 
Boston,    . 

Brighton, 

Charlettoum, 

Dorchester, 

Ea9t  Botton, 

Jamaica  Plain, 

Roxbury, 

SotUh  BoUon, 

South  End, 

We»t  End, 

WcMt  Roxbury, 
Bourne, 

Boxborough, 
Boxford,    . 
We9t  Boxford, 


Abington  Public  Library, 

North  Abington  Branch, 

Acton  Memorial  Library, 

Acushnet  Free  Public  Library, 

Perry  Hill  Branch, 

Ix>ng  Plain  Branch, 

Adams  Free  Public  Library, 

Agawam  Free  Public  Library, 

Feeding  Hills  Branch,   . 

Mittineague  Branch, 

Alford  Free  Town  Library, 

Amesbury  Public  Library, 

Amherst  Town  Library, 

North  Amherst  Library, 

Memorial  Hall  Library, 

Robbins  Library, 

Arlington  Heights  Branch, 

Ashbumham  Public  Library, 

Ashby  Free  Public  Library, 

Ashfield  Library  Association, 

South  Ashfield  Branch, 

Baptist  Comer  Branch, 

Ashland  Public  Library, 

Athol  Free  Public  Library, 

Attleborough  Public  Library, 

Auburn  Free  Public  Library, 

Avon  Free  Public  Library, 

Ayer  Library, 

Sturgis  Library,    . 

Centreville  Free  Public  Library  As- 
sociation. 

Cotuit  Public  Library,  . 

Hyannis  Free  Public  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 

Marston's  Mills  Library, 

08ter\'ille  Public  Library, 

Barre  Town  Library,     . 

Becket  Athenaeum, 

Bedford  Free  Public  Library, 

Clapp  Memorial  Library, 

Bellingham  Free  Public  Library, 

Belmont  Public  Library, 

Berkley  Public  Library, 

Berlin  Free  Public  Library,    . 

South  Berlin  Branch,    . 

Cushman  Librar>[. 

Beverly  Public  Library, 

Beveriy  Farms  Branch, 

Bennett  Public  Library, 

Talbot  Library,    . 

Blackstone  Free  Public  Library. 

Blandford  Free  Library, 

North  Blandford  Branch, 

Bolton  Public  Library, 

Public  library  of  the  City  of  Boston, 

Brighton  Branch, 

Charlestown  Branch,     . 

Dorchester  Branch. 

East  Boston  Branch,     . 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch, 

Roxbury  Branch, 

South  Boston  Branch,  . 

South  End  Branch, 

West  End  Branch, 

West  Roxbury  Branchy 

Jonathan  Bourne  Public  Library, 

Boxborough  Free  Public  Library, 
Boxford  Public  Libranr, 
West  Boxford  Public  Library, 


Helen  M.  Hunt. 

Gertrude  M.  Gleason. 

Arthur  F.  Davis. 

E3sie  Collins. 

Mrs.  Althea  I.  Ellis. 

Mrs.  Sophronia  W.  Veasie. 

Lucy  C.  Richmond. 

Ralph  Perry. 

S.  Newell  Smith. 

Julia  E.  Tower. 

Mrs.  Rachel  £.  Ploss. 

Alice  C.  F(^ansbee. 

Mary  M.  Robinson. 

E^ma  H.  Parsons. 

Eklna  Adelaide  Brown. 

EUisabeth  Jane  Newton. 

M.  Macie  Seabury. 

Ix>na  M.  Davis. 

Eliza  A.  Kendall. 

Julia  A.  Williams. 

Mrs.  Charles  Day. 

Mrs.  Houghton  Smith. 

Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Arnold. 

Mrs.  Marv  A.  Cook. 

Martha  Tyrie. 

Josie  E.  Prouty. 

H.  Wallace  Blanchard. 

S.  Adelaide  Blood. 

Elisabeth  Crocker  Nye. 

Rose  Alma  Hallett. 

Mrs.  Zeno  S.  Parker. 
E^eda  Jenkins  Bradford. 

Mrs.  Elliott  Baxter. 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Crocker. 
Carrie  Emily  Read. 
Mrs.  Elisa  Millard. 
Fannie  A.  Wood. 
Lydia  A.  Barton. 
Bertha  Franklin. 
Florence  E.  Whitcher. 
Julia  R.  Burt. 
Alice  E.  Babcock. 
John  Walter. 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Hills. 
Martha  Putnam  Smith. 
Lillian  A.  Culbert. 
Fannie  S.  Paige. 
Lillie  Bottomley. 
Timothy  E.  Curran. 
HatUe  Parks  Herrick. 
Mrs.  Howard  C.  Waite. 
Fidelia  C.  Newton. 
Horace  G.  Wadlin. 
Louise  Prouty. 
Elisabeth  F.  Oart^. 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  T.  Reod. 
Ellen  O.  Walkley. 
Mary  P.  Swain. 
Helen  M.  Bell. 
Alice  M.  Robinson. 
Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 
Mrs.  Elisa  R.  Davis. 
Game  L.  Morse. 
Mrs.  Edith  Florence  Nieker- 

son. 
Mrs.  Mabel  P.  Robbins. 
Bessie  Cleaveland. 
Nellie  M.  Spofford. 
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Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Con. 


CrriKB  AND  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


M^Ame  of  Libranaa. 


BoyUton,  . 
Brainiree, . 
Brewster,  . 

Bridge  water, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Campello^ 

MonUllo, 
Brookfield, 

Ea9t  Brookfield, 
Brookline, . 

Coolidge  Comer, 

BoyUton  Street , 
Buckland, 
Burlington, 
Cambridoe, 

Eatt  Cambridoe, 

North  Cambridge, 
Oanton, 
Oarlisle, 
Carver, 

South  Carver,  . 

EaMt  Carver,    . 

Weat  Carver,    . 

Batea  Pond,     . 
Charlemont, 
Charlton,  . 
Chatham,  . 
Chelmsford, 

North  Chelm$ford, 

Chelsea,  . 

Cheshire,    . 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

We9t  CheUerfield, 

Chicopeb,  . 

Chieopee  FaU§, 
Willimanaett,  . 

Chilmark.  . 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset,   . 

Colrain, 

AdamtvUle, 
Chrialian  Hill, 

Concord,    . 

Conway,     . 

Cottage  City, 

Cummington, 

Dal  ton. 

Dana, 

North  Dana,    . 

Danvers,    . 

Dartmouth, 

South  Dartmouth, 

Dedham,    . 
Oakdale, 

Deerfield.  . 

South  Deaiieid, 
Mill  River,      . 
Eatt  Deerfield, 
South  Wisdom, 
North  Wisdom, 
Deerfield. 


Dennis, 
Dighton,    . 
Douglas,    . 
Dover, 

First  Parish, 
Dracut, 


Boylston  Public  Library, 

Thayer  Public  Library, 

Brewster  Ladies'  Library  Aa80ci»- 

tion. 
Bridgewater  Public  Library, 
Brimfield  Public  Library, 
Brockton  Public  Library, 
Campello  Branch, 
Montello  Branch, 
Merrick  Public  Library, 
East  Brookfield  Branch, 
Public  Library  of  Brookline, 
Coolidge  Comer  Station, 
Boylston  Station, 
Buckland  Public  Church  Library, 
Burlin^n  Public  Library, 
Cambridge  Public  Library, 
East  Cambridge  Branch, 
North  Cambridge  Branch, 
Canton  Public  Library, 
Gleason  Public  Library, 
Carver  Public  Library,  . 


South  Carv'er  Branch,   . 

East  Carver  Branch,      . 

West  Carver  Branch.     . 

Bates  Pond  Branch, 

Charlemont  Free  Town  Library,     . 

Charlton  Free  Public  Library, 

Eldredge  Public  Library, 

Adams  Library,    .  .  .  . 

North  Chelmsford  Library  Amocia- 

tion. 
Fit!  Public  Library, 
Cheshire  Library  Association, 
Chester  Free  Public  Library, 
Chesterfield  Free  Public  Library, 
West  Chesterfield  Branch, 
Chieopee  City  Library,  . 
Chieopee  Fafls  Branch,. 
Willimansett  Branch,    . 
Chilmark  Free  Library, 
Clarksburg  Public  Library, 
Bigelow  Free  Public  Library, 
Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library, 
Colrain  Free  Library,    . 

Adamsville  Branch, 
Christian  Hill  Branch,  . 
Concord  Free  Public  Library, 
Field  Memorial  Library, 
Cottage  City  Free  Public  Library, 
Bryant  Free  Library,     . 
Dal  ton  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Dana  Centre  Public  Library, 
North  Dana  Public  Library,  . 
Peabody  Institute  Library,    . 
Dartmouth  Free  Public  Library, 
South  worth  Library, 
Dedham  Public  Library, 
Oakdale  Branch,  . 
Dickinson  Library, 
South  Deerfield  Town  Library, 
Mill  River  Branch, 
East  Deerfield  Branch, 
South  Wisdom  Branch, 
North  Wisdom  Branch, 
Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation Library. 
Jacob  Sears  Memorial  Library, 
Dighton  Free  Public  Library, 
Simon  Fairfield  Public  Library, 
Dover  Town  Library,    . 
Barden  Library,   . 
Dracut  Public  Library, . 


George  L.  Wright. 
Abbie  M.  Arnold. 
Alma  Rogeru. 

Lucia  L.  CSuistian. 
Mary  Anna  Tkrbell. 
Frank  Hayden  WbitiDOte. 

Wealthy  A.  Holmes. 

Mrs.  Abbis  L.  Curtis. 

Qiaa  R.  Hobbe. 

Caarenoe  O.  Davis. 
I  Louisa  M.  Hooper. 
'  Alfred  J.  Hayman. 

Catherine  A.  O'Brien. 

Charies  W.  Trow. 

Florence  Isabell  Foster. 

Oarence  Walter  Ayer. 

Mary  Curtis. 

EUen  M.  Hayes. 

Mrs.  Lucy  D.  Downes. 

Mrs.  Bfary  A.  Green. 

Mrs.    Bonioe   Esther  Bar- 
rows. 

Henry  8.  Griffith. 

Mrs.  EUabeth  Diew. 

Blanche  K  Vinal. 

Juliet  Bacon  Smitii. 
Mrs.  Hattie  L.  Caipenter. 
Mrs.  Florence  Howes  Bond. 
Edwin  R.aark. 
Emma  J.  Gay. 

Medora  Jennett  Simpioo. 
IB^Duna  EU  Martin. 
Grace  Mildred  Alvoid. 
James  D.  Stall. 
Mrs.  Gilbert  B.  Healy. 
Anne  Alcott  Smith. 
Emma  EL  Gorton. 
Mrs.  Elmer  Kidder. 
Mrs.  Florence  B.  Mayfaew. 
Robert  8.  McKay. 
Charlotte  L  Greene. 
Sarah  B.  Collier. 
Mrs.   Katherine  Helton 

Cram. 
Frank  A.  Brown. 
Mrs.  O.  H.  Taylor. 
Helen  Whitney  Kelley. 
Grace  Pease. 
Mrs.  Adalyn  A.  Ripley. 
Lorenso  H.  Tower. 
Mrs.  Minnie  EL  Davison. 
Mrs.  Susan  EL  Stevens. 
Grace  HaAins. 
Mrs.  Emilie  D.  Patch. 
Mary  A.  Tucker. 
Helen  Allen  Cuslunaa. 
Fftmoes  M.  Mann. 
David  C.  Valentine. 
Minnie  Hawks. 
Martha  A.  Fieree. 
Mrs.  Lucy  W.  Lee. 
Jennie  81oc<mib. 
MyrUe  FuUer. 
Bertha  BassetU 
George  Shddoo. 

Mrs.  Nathan  Sean. 
Emma  B.  HotUmu 
Vera  H.  Warner. 
Alma  M.  Ghieksriac 
Martha  E.  Colbonr 
Mrs.  Truman  W.  HiW, 
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Crnca  and  Tovm. 


Ilnth. 


HallMi<]. 
Holliiton. 

HoprdalF,' 


Norvidi  Hill. 
Hydehrk, 


te^'»:'\ 


Ayer'g  Village  Bimnch,  . 
Rocki  VilUc«  Bniub.  . 
Braijford  Bruich, 
Hswley  FcM  Public  Libmry. 
Hnolcy  Free  Public  Libruy, 
Hnth  Fne  Public  Ubiwy,   . 
Ilinaham  Piibiie  Libruy. 


Hinnlal 


Publio   LibfMy   Anocia 


Hi^iiaUn  PubUg  Libnry. 
HoLyoiia  Public  Libnry. 


Huntington  Fnw  Library, 
Nurwicii  Hill  ttranch.    . 
Knighlvill*  Branch. 
HyJe  PBtk  Public  Librmry, 


I  Free  Public  Libraty, 

c  C.  Adama  Public  Library. 

lie  Free  Public  Library, 


Ftede 

Nartb  Bisi      .      . 

Lancaati^Toiin  Librsr>. 
lAnesborouBh  Town  Ubrary 
Lawrence  Free  Public  Librai 
South  Lawrence  Bmncb, 
Lee  Public  Jjbmry. 
Leiceeler  PuUic  Library. 
Copelanil  Memorial  Library, 
Uocbdule  Pr»nrf, 
Lenox  Libi 


Cnry  Memorial  Library. 
East  l^xington  Bmnch, 
Ley.len  Free  Public  Library. 
Lintuln  Public  Library. 
Reuben  floar  Library.  . 
I^nsnicsilow  Town  Library, 
City  Library  of  Lowell. 
Hubbard  Memorial  Ubrary, 
Lunenburg  Public  Library, 
Lynn  Free  Public  Library. 
Lynnfield  Free  Public  Librai 
\la1<len  Public  Ijbrary. 
Maucliester  Public  Library, 

MansRcId  Public  Library. 


oueli  I 
ItobiD  HiirimproremeDl 
VentreM  Free  Libmry, 
ClillRodmrsFree  Libm.,.    . 
Maahpea  Free  Public  Libmry, 
South  Maihpee  " "" 


Grace  L.  Hatrh. 
Edwin  M.  HmHim. 

Kats  B.  JobiuoD. 
Mn.  Hoiria  N.  Bnn. 
Mn.  Ddia  E.  VincaiL 


Zenag  Aartn  Freocb. 
Mrs.  Addia  V.  Hohbs. 
Delia  U.  Blodplt. 
Joaephine  E.  RoA^ati. 
Frwik  GftnelJ  WiUm. 


Henrv  U.  Dean,  Jr. 
Uia.  Uarv  B.  Haine. 
Mrs.  Jenoie  F.  McUdIUk 
Uary  Ludla  NelMm. 
Mre.  William  F.  Httiow. 
itn.  Sally  Winilow. 
Vincinia  M.  Keyei. 
Ha&l  Rhinchart. 
Williani  A.  Wal^. 

Mary  Stallmaa. 


f  Wbitt 


a  LouL 


White 


Florence  Etbel  tt 
Mn.  Etis  Ball' 
Mre.  Frank  Bourne, 
ICdith  £I1b  Fiak. 
Marian  P.  Kirkland. 
Edihui  Oalmm  NicboU. 
Belknap  Severance. 
Lydia  J.  Chapin. 
Mrs.  Adelia  H.  Parker. 
Mre.  Kalbarine  C.  GalM. 
Frederick  A.  Cbaee. 
Edith  H.  Cmwnin^hiek). 
L.  Fraacea  Jonea. 
Harriet  Louiw  Uatthewi. 
Eliiabath  W.  Gieen. 

Deluccoa  Lotbnv  Bins- 
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Melbosx,  . 
Mendon,  . 
Merrimao, . 
Methuen,  . 
Middleborough, 
Middlefield, 

Bancroft^ 
Middleton, 
Bfilford, 
Millbury,   . 
Millis, 
Milton.       . 

Bat  Milton, 

Mattapan, 

Rtutell 

Milton' ViUaoe 
Monroe, 

Monroe  Bridge 
Monson,     . 
Montague, 

MiUer'e  FaUa, 

Turner' 9  FalU, 
Monterey, 
Montgomery, 
Mount  Washington, 
Nahant. 
Nantucket, 
Natick, 

South  Natick, . 
Needham, 

HighlandviUe, 
New  Aahford, 
New  Bedford,  . 

North  District, 

South  Diatrict, 
New  Braintree,  . 
Newburtpobt,  . 

South    Newburyport 
New  Marlborough, 

MiU  River, 

Clayton, . 

HartMviue, 

Southfield, 

Southfield, 
New  Salem, 
Newton,  . 

A  uburndale, 

Newton  Centre, 

Newton  Upper  Falls 

West  Newton, 
Norfolk,     . 
North  Adams, 

Blackinton, 

BraytonvUte, 

HougklonviUe, 

Bearer,  . 
North  Andover, 
North  Attleborough, 

Adamsdale, 

New  Boston,    . 
North  Brookfield, 


North  Reading, 
Northampton, 

Florence, 
Northampton, 
Northborough, 
Northbridge, 
Northfield, 
Norton, 
Norwell, 
Norwood, 
Oakham, 
Orange, 

North  Oranot, 


Melrose  Public  Library, 

Taf  t  Public  library,      . 

Merrimao  Public  Library, 

Nevins  Memorial  Library, 

Middleborough  Public  Library, 

Middlefield  PubUc  Library, 

Bancroft  Branch,. 

Flint  Public  Library,     . 

Milford  Town  Library,  . 

Millbury  Town  Library, 

Millis  Public  Library,    . 

Milton  Public  Library,  . 

East  Milton  Reading  Room, 

Mattapan  R^uling  Room, 

Russefl  Readins  Room, 

Milton  Village  Station^ 

Monroe  Free  Public  Library, 

Monroe  Bridge  Branch, 

Monson  Free  Librarv,   . 

Montague  Public  liibrary. 

Miller's  Falls  Branch.    . 

Carnegie  Public  Library, 

Monterey  Free  Library, 

Montgomery  Free  Public  Library, 

Mount  Washington  Free  Library. 

Nahant  Public  Library. 

Nantucket  Athenaeum, 

Morse  Institute  Library, 

Bacon  Free  library, 

Needham  Free  Public  Library, 

Highland ville  Branch,  . 

New  Ashford  Public  Library. 

Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bed- 
ford. 

North  Branch,      .... 

South  Branch,       .... 

New  Braintree  Free  Public  Library, 

Newburyport  Public  Library, 

South  Ejid  Reading  Room,    . 

New  Marlborough  Public  Library, 

Mill  River  Branch. 

Clayton  Branch,  .... 

Hartsville  Branch, 

Southfield  Branch, 

Seymour  Library  Association, 

Now  Salem  Public  library,    . 

Newton  Free  Library,   . 

Aubumdale  Branch, 

Newton  Centre  Branch, 

Newton  Upper  Falls  Branch, 

West  Newton  Branch,  . 

Norfolk  Public  Libraiy, 

Nortn  Adams  Public  Library, 

Oscar  A.  Archer  Branch, 

Braytonville  Branch,     . 

Houghtonville  Branch, 

Beaver  Branch,     .... 

North  Andover  Public  Library, 

Richards  Memorial  Library,  . 

Adamsdale  Branch, 

New  Boston  Branch, 

North  Brookfield  Free  Public  Li- 
brary and  Reading  Room. 

Flint  Library,       .... 

Northampton  Public  Library, 

Florence  Branch, .... 

Forbes  Library,    .... 

Northborough  Free  Library.  . 

WhitinsviUe  Social  Library,   . 

Dickinson  Memorial  Library. 

Norton  Public  Library. 

James  Library,     .         .         .         . 

Morrill  Memorial  Library. 

Oakham  Free  Public  Library, 

Orange  Free  Public  Library. . 

North  Orange  Branch.  . 


Carrie  M.  Worthen. 
Annie  W.  Gaskill. 
Louise  C.  Brackett. 
Harriet  L.  Crosby. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  K.  Thatcher. 
Metcalf  J.  Smith. 
Sarah  L.  Savery. 
Samuel  A.  Fletcher. 
Nathaniel  F.  Blake. 
Carolyn  C.  Waters. 
Mrs.  Annie  Bfaodonough. 
Gertrude  Emmons  Forrest. 
Josephine  M.  Babcock. 
Ellen  F.  Vose. 
Jennie  W.  Kennedy. 
Mary  M.  Krim. 
Lillian  A.  Gordon. 
Mrs.  Hattie  Brown. 
Nellie  F.  Squier. 
Kate  A.  Armstrong. 
Jessie  E.  Johnson. 
Anna  W.  Bataon. 
Mrs.  Hattie  B.  Bills. 
Mrs.  D.  L.  AUyn. 

May  W.  Perkins. 
Clara  Parker. 
Mira  R.  Partridse. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  Williams. 
Mrs.  Riella  Juliana  Dunn. 
Bertha  E.  Cobum. 

George  H.  Tripp. 

William  Brown. 
Robert  Allen. 
Carrie  Frances  Bush. 
Jolm  D.  Parsons. 
Maud  Heywood. 
Katharine  Clara  Doyle. 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Fields. 

Mrs.  Lura  A.  Doncaster. 

Kate  L.  Baldwin. 

Kate  L.  Baldwin. 

Mrs.  Geneva  Seig  Ballard. 

Elisabeth  P.  Thurston. 

Annie  E.  Bunker. 

Julia  C.  Henshaw. 

Mary  E.  Barnard. 

Helen  Wheeler. 

Walter  L.  Sykes. 

Mabel  Temple. 

Gladys  Hughes. 

Helen  Brown. 

Sadie  Henderson. 

Charles  Prindle. 

Hannah  Josephine  Quealy. 

Leda  Jane  Thompson. 

Nettie  M.  Perry. 

Maud  Dalton. 

NeUie  L.  Smith. 

Addie  W.  Gowing. 
Sarah  D.  Kellogg. 
Matilda  P.  Schwars. 
WUliam  Parker  Cutter. 
Mary  Evelyn  Potter. 
Mrs.  WUliam  H.  Fuller. 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Randall. 
Emily  A.  Titus. 
Joseph  F.  Merritt. 
Jane  Atherton  Hewitt. 
Frank  E.  Davis. 
Grace  H.  Dawley. 
Mrs.  Sara  E.  Rich. 
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Spencer,     . 

SPRINOriELD, 

Indian  Orchard, 

Ferry  Street, 

Foreet  Park, 
Sterling; 
Stookbndge, 

Qlendale, 

Jnterlaken, 
Stoneham, 
Stoughton, 
Stow. 
Sturbridge, 

SudburVt  • 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Manchaug. 

SoiUh  HuUon. 

Weet  Siattm,    . 

Wilkin^anvule, 
Swampscott, 
Swansea,   . 
Taunton. 
Temple  ton, 
Tewksbury, 
Tisbury,     . 
Tolland.     . 
Topsfield,  . 
Townsend, 
Truro, 

North  Truro, 

South  Truro, 
Tyiigsborough. 
TViingham, 
Upton, 
Uxbridge, 
Wakefield. 

Greenwood, 
Wales, 
Walpole,    . 

East  Walpole, 
Waltham, 
Ware, 
Wareham,. 
Warren,     . 
Warwick,  . 
Watertown, 
Wayland,  . 
Webster,    . 

Welleslej', 
Wellfleet,  . 
Wendell.    . 

Farley,  . 
Wenham.  . 
Weatborough, 
West  Boylston. 
West  Bridgewater, 
West  Brookfield, 
Westfield. 

Mundale, 
Westford, 
Westhampton, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 
Firtt  Parish, 

Westport. 
Hor§mrck, 
Head  of  Weetport, 
SotUh  Westport, 
BrownelVs  Comer, 
Westport  Point, 

West  Springfield. 


Richard  Sugden  Library, 

City  Library  Association  of  Spring 

field. 
Indian  Orchard  Branch, 
Ferry  Street  Branch.     . 
Forest  Park  Branch, 
Sterling  Free  Public  Library, 
Stockbridge  Library  Association, 
Glendale  Branch, 
Interlaken  Branch, 
Stoneham  Public  Library, 
Stoughton  Public  Library, 
Randall  Memorial  Library,     . 
Joshua  Hyde  Public  Library. 
Goodnow  Library, 
Sunderland  Pubhc  Library,    . 
Sutton  Free  Library,     . 
Manchaug  Branch, 
South  Sutton  Branch,   . 
West  Sutton  Branch.     . 
Wilkinsonville  Branch*  . 
Swampscott  Free  Public  Library. 
Swansea  Free  Public  Library. 
Taunton  Public  Library, 
Boynton  Public  Library, 
Tewksbury  Public  Library,    . 
Vineyard  Haven  Library, 
TolUmd  Free  Public  Library, 
Topsfield  Town  Library, 
Townsend  Public  Library, 
Truro  Town  library,     . 
North  Truro  Branch,     . 
South  Truro  Branch,     . 
Littlefield  Library, 
Tyringham  Free  Public  Library. 
Upton  Town  Library,    . 
Uxbridge  Free  Public  Library. 
Beebe  Town  Library,    . 
Greenwood  Branch, 
Wales  Public  Library,  . 
Walpole  Public  Library, 
East  Walpole  Branch,  . 
Waltham  Public  Library, 
Young  Men's  Library  Association. 
Wareham  Free  Public  Library, 
Warren  Public  Library, 
Warwick  Free  library,. 
Free  Public  Library, 
Wayland  Free  Public  Librarj'. 
Webster  Free  Public  Library. 

Welleeley  Free  Library. 
Wellfleet  Public  Library. 
Wendell  Free  Library,  . 
Farley  Branch, 
Wenham  Public  Library, 
Westborough  Public  Library, 
West  Boylston  Public  Library, 
West  Bridgewater  Public  Library. 
Merriam  Public  Library. 
Westfield  Athenaeum,    . 
Mundale  Branch, 
J.  V.  Fletcher  Library,  . 
Westhampton   Reumon   Town   Li- 
brary. 
Forbush  Memorial  library,    . 
West  Newbury  Public  library. 
First  Parish  Branch. 
Westport  Free  Public  Library. 
Horseneck  Branch, 
Westport  Public  Library. 
South  Westport  Branch. 
Brownell's  Comer  Branch.     . 
Westport  Point  Library, 
West  Springfield  PubUc  Library. 


Albert  W.  Curtis. 
Hiller  C.  Wellman. 

Nellie  E.  Dodge. 
Bessie  Axnsden. 
Harriet  B.  Winsor. 
Mary  D.  Peck. 
Caroline  P.  Wells. 
Volunteers. 
S.  C.  Burshardt. 
Mrs.  H.  Manila  Boyce. 
M.  Alice  Bumham. 
Mrs.  Susan  M.  Lawrence. 
Mrs.  Eunice  C.  Locke. 
Mary  L.  Cutter. 
Abbie  T.  Montague. 
Sarah  M.  Mills. 
Francis  Truscott. 
Mrs.  Mary  Littlefield. 
Jason  Waters. 
Arthur  Merrill. 
Sarah  Louise  Honors. 
Julia  R.  Wellington. 
Joshua  Eddy  Omne. 
Grace  E.  Blodgett. 
Harriette  G.  Lee. 
Mabel  T.  Tilton. 
Wilbert  Mimn. 
Albert  M.  Dodge. 
Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Warren. 
Mrs.  Laurena  A.  Ryder. 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  B.  Small. 
Allison  B.  Cobb. 
Ellen  Lydia  Perham. 
Hasel  Tinker. 
Mrs.  Laura  C.  Sadler. 
Beatrice  Putnam. 
Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Shepard. 
H.  Gertrude  Lee. 
Leon  H.  Thompson. 
Ida  J.  Phelps. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bill. 
Harriet  B.  Hayden. 
Alexina  P.  Bureess. 
Joseph  Gilbert  Hastings. 
Clara  A.  Jones. 
Solon  F.  Whitney. 
Margaret  E.  Wheeler. 
Mrs.  Phoebe  Palmer  Kings- 
bury. 
Florence  May  Osborne. 
Mrs.  Kate  E.  Brown. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  White. 
Ethel  Farley. 
Benjamin  H.  Conant. 
Mrs.  Nellie  F.  Smith. 
Annie  M.  Waite. 
Mary  L.  Perkins. 
Mary  P.  Foster. 
Herbert  W.  Denio. 
Rev.  E.  A.  Brownell. 
Mary  P.  Bunce. 
George  E.  Knight. 

Sadie  F.  Greene. 
Caroline  Carr. 
Mrs.  Isabel  A.  Kennett. 
Annie  R.  Howland. 
Mrs.  Arthur  Tuell. 
E.  W.  Burt.  M.D. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Giftord. 
Mrs.  Jefferson  Reynolds. 
OasildaCqry. 
Daniel  Q.  White. 
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West  Stoekbridge, 
West  Tisbury.    . 
W^eston,     . 
West  wood, 
Weymouth, 

SoiUh  Weymouth, 
Whately,   . 
Whitman,  . 
WUbraham, 
WilliamsbuTK,     . 

HaydenvMe,    . 
Williamstown,    . 

South  WiUiamstotpn 
Wilmington, 
Winohendon, 
Winchester, 
Windsor,   . 
Winthrop, . 

WOBURN,   . 
WOBCKSTER, 

Belmont  Street, 
Orafton  Square, 
Oreendale, 
Lake  View, 
New  Worce$ter, 
QuinMamond, 
South  Worcester, 
Tatnuck, 

Worthington, 

Wrentham, 

Yarmouth, 

South  Yarmouth, 
Wett  Yarmouth, 


West  Stockbridge  Free  Library, 
West  Tisbury  Free  Public  Library, . 
Weston  Public  Library, 
Westwood  Public  Library. 
Tufts  Library,      .... 

Fogg  Memorial  Library, 
Whately  Public  Library, 
Whitman  Public  Library, 
Free  Public  Library, 
Meekins  Memorial  Ldbrary,    . 
Haydenville  Free  Library, 
Williamstown  Public  librarsr. 
South  Williamstown  Public  Library, 
Wilmington  Public  library,  . 
Winchendon  Public  library, . 
Winchester  Public  Library,    . 
Windsor  Free  Public  Library, 
Winthrop  Public  Library, 
Wobum  Public  Library, 
Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 

Worcester. 
Belmont  Street  Branch, 
Grafton  Square  Branch, 
Oreendale  Branch, 
Lake  View  Branch, 
New  Worcester  Branch, 
Quinsinunond  Branch, 
South  Worcester  Branch, 
Tatnuck  Branch, 
Worthington  Free  Library,    . 
Wrentluun  Public  Library,     . 
Yarmouth  Library  Association, 
Free  Social  Library, 
West  Yarmouth  Library, 


Frances  J.  Edwards. 
(Vrus  Manter. 
Maude  M.  Pnmock. 
Annie  L.  Richardson. 
Oarollne    Augosta    BUi* 

chard. 
Ruth  N.  Tower. 
Mrs.  EUa  L.  Elder. 
EUena  8.  Spilsted. 
Eunice  M.  Bates. 
Ada  May  Chandler. 
Thomas  H.  Ives. 
Lucy  F.  Curtis. 
Mr«.  Lucy  Torrey  Sanf<nd, 
Anna  Tounan  Sheldon. 
Mrs.  Sylvia  M.  Manser. 
Cora  Arddia  Quimby. 
Agatha  Bickndl. 
Afioe  A.  Munday.* 
WUliam  R.  Cutter. 
Samuel  Swett  Green. 

John  T.  Ekman. 
James  A.  Manley. 
M.  L.  Blanche  Hamet. 
Rev.  WUliam  A.  Fobea. 
William  Alonao  Barroivt. 
Vemer  Q.  Anderson. 
C.  J.  Foley. 
Eva  J.  Prentiss. 
Katharine  McD.  Rice. 
Mary  Adelaide  Smith. 
Mrs.  Lsrdia  C.  Matthews. 
Mrs.  Tamsen  F.  Baker. 
Mrs.  Maria  Tasdor. 


Appendix  II. 


A  Roll  of  Honor. 


List  of  Givers  of  Free  Public  Library 
Buildings  in  Massachusetts. 
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Concord, 
Conway, 

cummixoton. 

Dalton, 

Danvkra, 

Dartmoi'th,  South 

Dedham, 

Deerfield.     . 

Dennis, 

DOUQLAA, 
DUNSTAnLE,     . 
Dl'XHURY, 

East  Bridoewater 

Eastham, 

Easthampton, 

Easton, 

Edoartown,  . 

Essex,  . 

Everett, 

East  Everett, 
Faikhaven,    . 

Fitch  BURO,     . 
Frankmn, 

Freetown,     . 

G  KRONER, 

Geokoetown, 
Gloucester.  . 
Granville,  . 
Great  Barrinoton 


Groton, 
Hadley, 
Harvard,        , 
Hatfield, 
Haverhill,    . 

HlNOHAM, 

Hinsdale, 

HOLDEN,  . 

Hollwton,     . 

HOLYOKE, 

Hopedale, 

hopkinton,    . 
Hubbardston 


Gift  of  William  Munroe. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  ae  a  rr.f-n^r^  d 
parenta. 

Gift  of  William  Cullen  Bryant. 

Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  Jolin  H.  Southworth  of  Springfield. 

Bequesta  and  gif  ta  of  citiaens. 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 

Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 

Gift  of  James  M.  Fairfield  of  Boston,  as  a  memomi  •::'  .:>•>:: .ir 
and  mother,  Simon  and  Phoebe  Churchill  Fairf  &-.i. 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Roby  for  a  town  hall  and  Ubr^^r^i-JJ- 
ing. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her  $^i  >-.r 
Buckham  Wright. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellealey. 

Gift  of  Eastham  Village  Improvement  Society. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  Williaton. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ame«. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Otmegie. 

Bequest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Albert  M.  Pariin,  as  a  memorial  of  hxs  »oo. 

Bequest  of  William  Shute. 

Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers,  as  a  meaur^.'-J   - 

daughter,  Millicent. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Ray,  as  a  mem-  r:;.  ■  -"' 

father. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  tlorenoe  Hathaway  Crowell.  a?  a  mei:ii.ir^  ~  -• 

father,  Hon.  Guilford  B.  Hathaway. 
Gift  of  children  of  Levi  Hesrwood. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Samuel  E.  Sawyer. 
Gift  of  Hon.  M.  B.  Whitney  and  others. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomaa  G.  Ramsdell,  as  a  memora.      - 

father  at  Housatonio. 
Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley. 
Gift  of  John  Dwight  and  others. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Samuel  H.  Dickinson. 
Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citisens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  citiseus. 

Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  hi=  ^i*.  ^"^ 

Sylvia  Thwing  Bancroft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the  town 
Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Woiveater. 
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Acton,  . 
Amesburt.     . 
Amherst,  North, 
Andover, 
Arlington,    . 

Abhburnhaii, 
Ash  BY,  . 
Ashland, 
Athol,  . 
Attleborougr, 
Ater.    . 
Barnstable, 
Barre,  . 
Becket, 
Belchertown, 
Belmont, 
Bernaroston, 

BiLLERICA. 

Blandpord,    . 

Bolton, 
Bourne, 

Botlston, 

Braintree,    . 
Brimfield,     . 

Brookfield,  . 

Cambridge,    . 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Cbarlemont, 

Chatham, 

Chklmspord, 

Chelsea, 

CLnrroN, 

COHASSET, 


Gift  of  Hon.  William  A.  WUde  of  Maiden. 

Bequest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard  and  others. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  citiiens. 

Gift  of  citiiens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Bfaria  C.  Robbins  of  Brooklsm,  N.  Y.,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  husband. 
Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Edwin  Chapman  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  oitiaens. 

Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgis  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 
Bequest  of  John  Francis  dapp. 
Gift  of  Henry  O.  Underwood. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushman. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 
Gift  of  Birs.  Josephine  E.  8.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  son,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 
Gift  of  Annie  Elisa  Whitney  of  Lancaster. 
Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  the 

Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 
Gift  of  Miss  Salome  E.  White  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  memorial 

of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Harriet  Sawyer  White. 
Gift  of  Gen.  Sjrlvanus  Thayer. 
Gift  of  James  Danielson  Lincoln,  as  a  memorial  of  his  mother 

and  his  wife. 
Gift  of  WUliam  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Rindge  of  Los  Angeles. 
Gift  of  Augustjis  Hemenway. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbury. 
Gift  of  E.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  citisens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge. 
Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Eustace  C.  Fits. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Memorial  of  Paul  Pratt. 
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Ck>NCORD, 
CJONWAT, 

Cdiiminoton, 

Dalton, 

Dahtvers, 

Dartmouth,  South 

Dedhaii, 

Deebfield,     . 

Dennis, 

DOUOLAB. 

Dunstable,    . 

DUXBUBT, 

East  Bridobwatbr, 

Eastham, 

Easthampton, 

Easton, 

Edoartown,  . 

Essex,  . 

Everett, 

Ea9t  EvereU, 
Fairhaven,    . 

FrrcHBURO,     . 
Franklin, 


Fbeetown,     . 

Qabdner, 
Georgetown, 
Gloucester.  . 
Granville,    . 
Great  Barrinoton 


Groton, 

Hadley, 

Harvard,       . 

Hatpield, 

Haverhill,    . 

Hinoham, 

Hinsdale, 

HOLDEN,  • 

Holllston,     . 

HOLTOKE, 

hopedale, 

hopkinton,    . 
Hubbardston 


Gift  of  William  Munroe. 

m 

Gift  of  Hon.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  as  a  memorial  of  hif 

parents. 
Gift  of  William  Cullen  Bryant. 
Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 
Gift  of  Geoi^ge  Peabody. 
Gift  of  John  H.  Southworth  of  Springfidd. 
Bequests  and  gifts  of  citiaens. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 
Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 
Gift  of  James  M.  Fairfield  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father 

and  mother,  Simon  and  Phcebe  Churchill  Fairfield. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Roby  for  a  town  hall  and  Library  build- 
ing. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her  son,  George 

Buckham  Wright. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 
Gift  of  Eastham  Village  Improvement  Society. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  Williston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Bequest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Albert  M.  Pariin,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 
Bequest  of  William  Shuts. 
Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers,  as  a  memorial'of  their 

daughter,  Millicent. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Ray,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

father. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Hathaway  Crowell,  as  a  memorial  of  her 

father,  Hon.  Guilford  B.  Hathaway. 
Gift  of  children  of  Levi  Heywood. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Samuel  E.  Sawyer. 
Gift  of  Hon.  M.  B.  Whitney  and  others. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  G.  Ramsdell.  as  a  memorial  oi  their 

father  at  Housatonic. 
Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L  Sibley. 
Gift  of  John  Dwight  and  others. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Samuel  H.  Dickinson. 
Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citiaens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  citiaens. 
Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife.  Mis. 

Sylvia  Thwing  Bancnrft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 
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Hudson, 

Ipswich, 

kznoston, 

Lancastkr, 

Lawrbncb. 

Lbb, 

Lbzcbstbb. 

Lbnox,  . 
Lkxinqton, 

Lincoln. 

LiTTLBTON, 

Ludlow. 
Ltnn,  . 
Maldbn. 

Manchester, 

MANSriELD, 

Marblbhead, 

Marion. 

Marlborough 

MARSHyiBLD. 


Mattapoisett, 

Mbdford, 

Mblrosb. 

Mbthuen, 

Middlbborough, 

MiDDLETON,     . 
MONSON, 

Montague,     . 
Natick, 

SotUh  Natiek, 
Needhau, 
Nbwburtpobt, 

South  Nevobwrypcrt^ 
Newton, 
North  Adams. 

Northampton, 

Northampton, 
Florence,    . 
North  Andover, 
North  Attleborough. 

Northborouoh, 
North  Brookfibld, 


Qif  t  of  Andrew  Cam^e. 

Gift  of  Cspt.  Augustine  Heard. 

Bequest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  his  sons. 

Gift  of  lira.  N.  G.  White  and  Bfiss  E.  A.  White. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie  and  town  appropriation. 

Gift  of  Lory  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  David  E.  Merriam  and 

others. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermerhom. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Gary,  for  a  town  hall  and  library  building  ; 

gift  of  heirs  of  Mrs.  Maria  Cary,  for  separate  library  building. 
Gift  of  George  Grosvenor  Tarbell. 
Gift  of  children  of  William  Stevens  Houghton,  as  a  memorial 

of  their  father. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her  husband. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Elisha  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial  of 

their  son. 
Gift  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Qtmegie. 
Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Ventress,  for  a  library  at  Marshfield ;  also 

gift  of  Clift  Rogers,  for  a  library  at  Marshfield  Hills. 
Gift  of  George  Purrington,  Jr. 
Gift  of  Thatcher  Magoun. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevins. 
Bequest  of  Thomas  S.  Peirce. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charies  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  R.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  Horatio 

Lyon. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  for  a  building  at  Turner's  Falls. 
Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 
Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  for  a  building  at  Highland ville. 
Gift  of  citisens. 

Gift  of  William  H.  Swasey  and  other  citisens. 
Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citisens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother 

Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 
Bequest  of  John  Garke,  supplemeute<l  by  other  gifts  and  by 

the  city. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 
Gift  of  Alfred  T.  LUly. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Moees  T.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  children  of  Edmimd  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a  me- 
morial of  their  parents. 
Gift  of  G>Tus  Gale. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Haston. 
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northfield.  . 
North  Reading. 
Norton, 
Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orleans, 

Oxford, 

Pbabody, 

Pembroke  {BryantvUle), 

Pepperell,     . 

Petersham,    . 

PrrrsFiELD,     . 

Plymouth, 

Princeton.     . 

PrOVINCETO  WN , 
QOINCT, 

Randolph, 

Rehoboth, 

Revere, 

Rochester,  . 

Rockland, 

rockport, 

Salem,  . 

SciTUATE,  North, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury,  . 

Somer«)et, 

Southampton, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

Spencer, 
Springfield,  . 

Sterling, 

Stockbridoe, 
Stoneham, 
Stoughton.    . 
Stow,     . 

Sturbridge,  . 

Sudbury, 
Sunderland, 
Swansea, 
Taunton, 


Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchbuis* 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliia  B.  Wheaton. 

Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter.  Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 
Bequest  of  Charles  Fobes  of  Peterahamt.  as  a  menu^isl  of  hit 

father,  Ames  Fobes. 
Built  partly  by  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  Charles  Lamed  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Roiilla  Cobb. 
Bequest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  New  Yoiic. 
Built  mainly  by  subscripticms. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  William  G.  Russell. 
Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnow,  as  a  family  memorial. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Orane. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Turner. 
Gifts  of  Darius  Goff  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bedfotd. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 
Gift  of  Silas  Peirce  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife. 
Built  mainly  by  bequest  of  Mrs.  Betsey  D.  Hasen. 
Bequest  of  Jubal  Howe. 
Bequest  of  Mirick  N.  Spear  of  Amherst. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Hood. 

Gift  of  Winslow  H.  Edwards,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 
Gift  of  Holmes  Ammidown  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  William  H.  Gasrlord,  also  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  for 

a  building  at  South  Hadley  Falls. 
Gift  of  Richard  Sugden. 
Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association  (1870) ;  Gift  of  Andrew 

Carnegie  (1905). 
Gift  of  Edward  Ck>nant  of  Worcester,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

daughter,  Eliiabeth  Anne. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 
Gift  of  Andrew  CSamegie. 
Gift  of  Lucius  CHapp  of  Randolph. 

Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  for  estate  ot  John  Witt  Ran- 
dall. 
BequMt  of  (George  B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his 

father,  Joshua  Hyde. 
Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  John  Long  Graves. 
Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Cam^e. 
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Ttnosborouoh, 

uxbridob, 
Walpole, 
Ware,    . 
Warren, 
Watertown, 
Watland, 
Welleslbt,   . 
West  Brooktield, 
Webtford,     . 
Westminster, 
Westwood,    . 
Wetiiouth,    . 
SoiUh  WeymotOh 

WZLLIAlfSBURO, 

HaydenviUe, 
Winthrop, 

WOBURN, 

Wrentham,    . 
Yarmouth,     . 


Bequest  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Littlefield,  as  a  memorial  of  her  daughter, 
supplemented  by  an  appropriation  by  the  town. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene.  N.  H. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  others. 

Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 

Built  by  Hollis  H.  Hunnewell  and  others. 

Bequest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 

Gift  of  Hollis  H.  HunneweU. 

Gift  of  Charies  Merriam  of  Springfield. 

Gift  of  Hon.  John  Vamum  Fletcher. 

Bequest  of  Charies  A.  Forbush. 

Gift  of  Howard  Colbum. 

Gift  of  Quincy  Tufts  and  his  sister,  Miss  Susan  Tufts. 

Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 

Bequest  of  Stephen  Meekins. 

Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Hasrden. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisa  W.  Frost,  as  a  memorial  of  her  husband,  sup- 
plemented by  an  appropriation  by  the  town. 

Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiah  J.  Fiske. 

Gift  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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Revised  Laws,  1902,  Chapter  38. 

General  Provision. 

Section  1.  Library  corporations  and  associations  which  have 
been  legally  established  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  restrictions  attaching  thereto. 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  2.  Attorneys  at  law  who  have  been  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  and  who  are  resident  in  a  county  for 
which  there  is  no  law  library  association  may  organize  as  a  corporation, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  by  the 
name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  such  county,  and  may  adopt 
by-laws  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  superior  court. 

Section  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  have  access  to  the 
library  and  may  use  the  books  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  by-laws. 

Section  4.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law  library 
associations  in  their  respective  counties  all  sums  which  are  paid  into  the 
county  treasuries  during  the  year  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year.  They 
may  also  pay  to  said  associations  such  further  sums  as  the  county  com- 
missioners may  consider  are  necessary  and  proper.  All  sums  which 
are  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  and  enlarge  such  libraries  for 
the  use  of  the  courts  and  citizens.  The  treasurer  of  the  law  library 
association,  before  receiving  any  money  from  the  county  treasurer, 
shall  give  bond,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners, 
for  the  faithful  application  of  such  money,  and  that  he  will  make  a 
return  annually  to  them,  under  oath,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
expended. 

Section  5.  Each  law  library  association  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  immediately  after  their  publication,  one 
copy  of  the  le^lativc  documents  of  the  senate  and  house,  the  journal 
of  the  senate  and  the  journal  of  the  house. 
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City  and  Town  Libraries. 

Section  6.  A  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain  public 
libraries  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  under  r^ulations  prescribed 
by  the  city  council  or  by  the  town,  and  may  receive,  hold  and  marngt 
any  gift,  bequest  or  devise  for  such  library.  The  city  council  of  a  dty 
or  the  selectmen  of  a  town  may  place  in  such  library  the  books,  reports 
and  laws  which  may  be  received  from  the  commonwealth. 

Trustees  of  Town  Libraries. 

Section  7.     A  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the 
support  of  a  free  public  library,  or  free  public  library  and  reading 
room,  owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special  meet- 
ing, unless  the  same  has  been  acquired  entirely  or  in  part  through  some 
gift  or  bequest  which  contains  other  conditions  or  provisions  for  the 
election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management  which  have  been 
accepted  by  the  town,  elect  by  ballot  a  board  of  trustees  consisting  of 
any  number  of  persons,  male  or  female,  divbible  by  three,  which  the 
town  determines  to  elect.     When  such  board  is  first  chosen,  one-third 
thereof  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and  one- 
third  for  three  yeiirs,  and  thereafter  one-third  shall  be  elected  annually 
for  the  term  of  three  years.    The  board  shall,  from  its  own  number, 
annually  choose  a  chairman  and  secretary  and,  if  the  town  so  votes,  a 
treasurer,  who  shall  give  a  bond  similar  to  that  given  by  the  town 
treasurer,  in  an  amount  and  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  select- 
men.   The  town  treasurer  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees 
until  the  town  otherwise  directs. 

Section  8.  The  board  shall  have  the  custody  and  management  of 
the  library  and  reading  room  and  of  all  property  owned  by  the  town 
relating  thereto.  All  money  raised  or  appropriated  by  the  town  for  its 
support  and  maintenance  shall  be  expended  by  the  board,  and  all 
money  or  property  which  the  town  may  receive  by  pft  or  bequest  for 
said  library  and  reading  room  shall  be  administered  by  the  board  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  gift  or  bequest. 

Section  9.  The  board  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  town 
of  its  receipts  and  expenditures  and  of  the  property  in  its  custody,  with 
a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  and  of  any  gifts  or 
bequasts  which  it  holds  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  its  recommendatioDS. 

Section  10.  The  provisions  of  the  three  preceding  sections  shall 
not  a[)ply  to  library  associations,  nor  to  a  library  organized  under  a 
special  act. 
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Board  of  Free  Public  Library  Commissioners. 

Section  1 1 .  There  shall  be  a  board  of  free  public  library  commis- 
sioners consisting  of  five  persons,  residents  of  the  commonwealth,  one 
of  whom  shall  annually  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The  governor 
shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

Section  12.  No  member  shall  receive  any  compensation,  but  the 
board  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  payable 
by  the  commonwealth,  for  clerical  assistance  and  for  other  necessary 
expenses.  It  shall  annually  in  January  make  a  report  to  the  general 
court. 

Section  13.  The  board  shall  advise  the  librarian  or  trustees  of  any 
free  public  library  relative  to  the  selection  or  cataloguing  of  books  and 
any  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  administration  of 
the  library. 

Section  14.  Said  board  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  library 
trustees  of  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of  sections 
sixteen  and  seventeen,  and  which  has  no  free  public  library  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  town,  expend  not  more  than  one  hundered  dollars 
for  books  to  be  selected  and  purchased  by  said  board  and  delivered  to 
said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library. 

Section  15.  If  a  town,  the  valuation  of  which  is  not  more  than  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  and  which  has  a  free  public  library,  has  com- 
plied with  all  laws  reljitive  to  the  maintenance  of  such  library,  and  the 
trustees  of  the  library  provide,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board,  for  the 
distribution  of  books  in  different  parts  of  the  town  where  such  distribu- 
tion is  necessary,  by  means  of  branch  libraries  or  deliveries,  and  for 
practical  and  effective  means  of  rendering  the  library  useful  to  the 
teachers  and  scholars  of  the  public  schools  in  such  town,  the  board  may 
expend,  in  such  amounts  and  at  such  times  as  they  determine,  not  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  each  free  public 
library  owned  and  controlled  by  such  town. 

Section  16.  A  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  three 
preceding  sections  until  it  accepts  the  same  or  has  accepted  the  corre- 
sponding provisions  of  earlier  laws  and  has  elected  a  board  of  library 
trustees  as  provided  in  section  seven,  nor  until  said  trustees  have  made 
provision  satisfactory  to  said  commissioners  for  the  care  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  books  furnished  by  them. 

Section  17.  Such  town  shall,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was  one 
million  dollars  or  over,  annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax,  or  other- 
wise provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public  library,  not 
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less  than  fiftv  dollars;  if  such  valuation  was  less  than  one  million dollus 
and  not  less  than  two  hundreil  and  fifty  thousand,  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  doUars;  and  if  such  valuation  was  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars. 

Acts  of  1906,  Chapter  183- 

An  Act  to  aid  Free  Public  Libraries  in  the  Small  Towns. 

He  it  enacted  J  etc.,  an  folloivfi: 

The  board  of  free  public  library  commissioners  may  annually  expend 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  free  public  libra- 
ries, especially  in  those  towns  the  valuation  of  which  does  not  exceed 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Such  aid  may  include  the  furnishing  of 
l)ooks  in  small  quantities,  visits  to  libraries,  the  instruction  of  librarians, 
and  such  other  means  of  encouraging  and  stimulating  the  small  libra- 
ries as  said  commissioners  shall  deem  advisable:  pravid^d,  that  a  full 
detail  of  expenditures  under  this  act  shall  be  printed  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  commissioners. 

Appuopriation  of  Money  for  Libraries,  etc. 

Section  15,  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  iovnis  may 
ap[)ropriate  money  "for  the  establishment,  maintenaiic*e  or  increase 
of  a  pu!)lic  library  therein,  and  for  the  erection  or  provision  of  suitable 
buildings  or  n)oms  therefor." 

**  For  maintaining  a  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants  have 
free  acce.ss  and  of  which  they  have  the  use,  and  for  establishing  and 
maintaining  a  public  reading  n)om  in  ccmnection  with  and  under  the 
control  of  the  managers  of  such  library.*' 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  103,  chaj)ter  102  of  the  Revised  I^ws,  provides  that  money 
received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  "shall  be  expended 
for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools.'* 

Defacing  or  Wilful  Detention  of  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

Sections  83  and  84,  cha[)ter  208  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provide  that 
*' whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly  and 
without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book, 
})late,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  manu- 
script or  statue  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  public  or 
incorporated  library  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five 
nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  or  by  unprisonment  for  not  more  than  six 
months." 
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"Whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly 
and  without  cause,  detains  a  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet, 
or  manuscript  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  public  or 
incorporated  library  for  thirty  days  after  notice  in  writing  from  the 
librarian  thereof,  containing  a  copy  of  this  section  and  given  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  which,  by  the  regulations  of  such  library,  such 
book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet  or  manuscript  may  be  kept, 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twenty- 
five  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months." 

Disturbing  Public  Libraries. 

Section  33,  chapter  212  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  "  whoever 
wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library,  or  a  reading 
room  connected  therewith,  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any  other  manner 
during  the  time  when  such  library  or  reading  room  is  open  to  the  public 
shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  thirty  days  or 
by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars." 

Land  may  be  taken  for  Library  Buildings. 

Section  47  of  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws  provides  that  "  any  land 
within  the  Hmits  of  a  city  or  town  not  appropriated  to  public  uses"  may 
be  taken  "for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  building  to  be  used  for 
a  public  school,  a  library,  or  an  engine  house,  or  for  the  enlargement 
of  a  lot  of  land  taken  or  used  for  such  purpose,"  —  but  the  land  thus 
taken  may  not  exceed  two  acres  in  extent. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  provisions  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws,  each  town  and 
city  library  is  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Manual  of  the  General 
Court,  the  Blue  Book,  and  a  copy  of  the  series  of  public  documents. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission was  created,  it  herewith  presents  its  eighteenth  report, 
covering  the  fiscal  year  Dec.  1,  1906,  to  Nov.  30,  1907. 

The  Commission. 

Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Sohier  has  been  reappointed  by  Governor 
Guild  for  the  full  term  of  five  years  from  Oct.  2,  1907. 

Feee  Libraries  for  the  Whole  State. 

During  the  year  the  town  of  Plainville  has  established  a  free 
library,  and  it  has  been  supplied  with  $100  worth  of  books  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of 
1890. 

Every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  Commonwealth  now  has 
the  privilege  and  right,  under  proper  rules,  to  use  a  free  pub- 
lic library,  and  to  take  books  to  the  home  for  recreation  or 
study. 

A  second  installment  of  $50  worth  of  books  has  been  supplied 
to  the  town  library  of  Brimfield  during  the  year,  completing 
the  allowance  to  that  town. 

Towns  Classified  as  to  Libraries. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  free  library  facilities  they  now  enjoy :  — 
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Glass  L 

Tovm8  which  have  lihraries  owned  and  controlled  by  the  town  and  free 

for  circulation  to  all  the  people. 


Abington, 

Acushnety 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Amesbury, 

Andover, 

Arlington, 

Ashbumham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleboroughi 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blackstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridp:e  water, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 

Chelsea, 


Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chicopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Dalton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dracut, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East   Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gay  Head, 

Gin, 

Goshen, 
Gosnold, 
Granbv, 
Granville, 


Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Hadley, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hard  wick. 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lakeville, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 


1908.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44. 


Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newbury  port. 

New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborongh, 

Northborough, 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 


Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plain  viUe, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbume, 

Sheibom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southampton, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 


Southwick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Swansea, 

•Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolled, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsboroughi 

Tyringham, 

Upton, 

Uxbridge, 

Wakefield, 

Wales, 

Walpole, 

Waltham, 

Warwick, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Webster, 

Wellfleet, 

Wendell, 

Wenham, 

Westborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Bridgewater, 

West  Brookfield, 

Westford, 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury, 

Weston, 

Westport, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge^ 

Westwood, 
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Weymouth, 

Whately, 

Whitman, 

Wilbraham, 

Williamsburg, 


Williamstown, 

Wihnington, 

Winchendon, 

Winchester, 

Windsor, 


Winthrop, 
Worcester, 
Wraitham.  —  274 


Class  2. 

Towns  which  have  free  libraries  in  which  the  town  has  some  repre- 
sentation in  the  management. 


Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bemardston, 

Boxford, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cummington, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Franklin, 

(Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Maiden, 


Methuen, 

Norton, 

Palmer, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Pittsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Wellesley, 

Westfield, 

Wobum.  —  39. 


Towns  in  which  there 
money,  hut 

Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Cheshire, 

Cottage  City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 


Class  3. 

are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates 
is  not  represented  in  the  management. 

Great   Barrington,  Princeton, 

Harwich,  Scituate, 

Lee,  Stockbridge, 

Monson,  Tisbury, 

Nantucket,  Ware, 

Northbridge,  Westhampton, 

Plymouth,  West  Tisbury.  —  22. 


Class  4. 
Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with 


Raynham, 
Rehoboth, 
Wareham, 
Worthington, 
Yarmouth*  — 17. 


the  town. 

Barnstable, 

Fairhaven, 

Becket, 

Gloucester, 

Billerica, 

Hopkinton, 

Buckland, 

Ipswich, 

Conway, 

Marion, 

Easton, 

Norwell, 
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Class  5. 

Towns  which  have  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places, 

Newbury, Newburyport  Public  Library. 

Washington, Becket  AtheneBum.  —  2. 

The  Spirit  of  Massachusetts  Libraeies. 

The  following  notes,  gathered  from  the  libraries  and  com- 
piled with  much  care,  give  an  idea  of  the  spirit  and  growth  of 
individual  libraries  and  contain  many  useful  suggestions  as 
well  as  much  valuable  information.  They  are  commended  to 
the  attention  of  all  who  have  an  interest  in  library  work,  as 
well  as  to  those  who  are  especially  interested  in  the  development 
and  growth  of  the  libraries  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Abingtox.  There  was  an  increase  of  over  10  per  cent,  in  the  circula- 
tion  of  1906.  Fifty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  total  circulation  was 
delivered  at  the  branch  librarv. 

AcusHNET.  The  interest  in  the  library  constantly  increases;  and  the 
home  circulation  of  1906  showed  an  increase  of  about  one-third. 
The  reading  table  proves  attractive  to  many,  and  is  especially  use- 
ful to  the  pupils  of  the  schools.  The  work  of  the  library  is  re- 
tarded by  insufficient  room. 

Adams.  The  older  books  are  being  classified  and  catalogued,  con- 
cordant with  later  accessions.  Books  are  sent  to  the  schools  when 
desired  by  the  teachers;  and  particular  attention  is  given  to  the 
helping  of  children  in  their  choice  of  books  at  the  library. 

Amesbury.  The  home  circulation  of  1906  was  the  largest  ever  re- 
ported ;  and  a  great  gain  has  been  made  in  the  use  of  the  reference 
room  by  the  pupils  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  schools,  both  public 
and  private.  The  library  has  received  a  gift  of  $1,000,  the  interest 
of  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books. 

Andover.  The  interest  of  the  public  in  the  library  is  shown  by  the  re- 
sult of  a  new  registration,  which  was  begun  on  Jan.  1,  1907,  and 
on  September  1  included  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  the  town. 
The  Browne  system  has  been  introduced;  children's  books  have 
been  placed  on  open  shelves  in  the  reading  room,  and  all  children 
over  ten  years  of  age  are  allowed  cards,  while  on  request  of  teach- 
ers the  privilege  is  given  to  some  still  younger.  The  stacks  are 
open  to  adults,  and  new  books  are  placed  on  special  shelves.  An 
extra  nonfiction  card  is  given  to  all  adults  who  desire  it;  and  vaca- 
tion privileges  until  September  1  have  been  granted  to  borrowers 
leaving  town.  By  the  gift  of  the  president  of  the'  trustees,  many 
repairs  have  been  made  and  much  new  furniture  provided.    At  th*» 
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end  of  July,  the  circulation  had  been  but  slightly  less  than  the  en- 
tire circulation  of  1906.  At  the  opening  of  the  schools,  spedil 
privileges  were  given  to  all  teachers,  and  shelves  assigned  at  the 
library  for  such  books  as  they  may  wish  to  have  temporarily  re- 
served for  class  use.  Reference  work  with  the  schools  has  largely 
increased,  not  only  with  the  public  school  scholars,  but  espedallj 
with  the  Phillips  Academy  boys,  who  now  rely  upon  the  library 
for  help  in  their  many  debates.  It  is  planned  to  have  a  story  hour 
during  the  winter.  The  work  of  reorganization  is  being  carried  on, 
and,  in  time,  the  library  will  be  reaccessioned  and  the  catalogue 
revised.  Undesirable  books  are  gradually  being  withdrawn.  In 
purchases,  especial  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  needs  of  local 
clubs,  and  to  the  building  up  of  a  children's  department.  Several 
gifts  of  money  have  been  received  for  the  purchase  of  children's 
books.  The  hours  of  opening  for  public  use  have  been  increased 
by  five  hours  daily.  A  sum  of  about  $2,000  has  been  received  from 
the  trustees  of  Phillips  Academy,  which  is  a  share  of  the  accrued 
income  of  a  donation  made  by  the  founder  of  the  academy  in  1802 
for  the  benefit  of  the  female  teachers  of  the  town.  This  has  come 
to  the  library  by  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts; and  the  interest  of  this  amount,  increased  by  a  similar 
share  of  the  current  annual  income  of  the  donation,  is  to  be  used 
in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  aid  and  benefit  of  the  female 
teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

Ashland.  A  decrease  in  the  home  circulation  and  the  number  of  library 
readers  in  1906  is  attributed  "  partly  to  the  fact  that  the  novelty 
of  the  library  has  worn  away,  and  yet  more  to  the  new  industry, 
which  has  occupied  both  children  and  adults."  It  is  suggestive 
that  the  decrease  was  almost  entirely  in  fiction.  The  work  with  the 
schools  and  the  use  of  reference  books  shows  conscientious  re- 
search on  the  part  of  the  scholars ;  and  the  librarian  says :  "  The 
forethought  and  frequent  presence  of  the  teachers  count  for  much 
in  making  the  library  helpful  and  popular."  The  exhibitions  of  the 
Librarj'^  Art  Club  are  to  be  used  by  the  teachers  of  the  high  school 
and  the  ninth  grade  for  essay  topics. 

Athol.  There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  circulation  and  the 
use  of  the  reference  room  in  1906.  A  duplicate  collection  of  recent 
books  for  hire  has  been  established  and  has  proved  to  be  successful 
A  noticeable  increase  has  ])een  made  in  the  circulation  in  the 
children's  department ;  and  a  card  catalogue  has  been  made  for  that 
department.  A  change  has  been  made  from  the  Browne  charging 
system  to  the  Newark,  and  fiction  is  not  being  numbered.  Col- 
lections of  books  are  sent  to  any  school  which  applies  for  them; 
and  typewritten  lists  adapted  to  the  several  grades  may  be  obtained 
at  the  library.  Collections  of  pictures,  suitable  for  illustration  in 
school  work,  are  loaned. 
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Attleborough.  The  new  library  building  was  opened  for  the  delivery 
of  books  Nov.  11,  1907.  It  differs  from  that  planned  when  the 
citizens  were  called  upon  for  contributions;  and  its  entire  cost  will 
be  about  $75,000.  In  outward  appearance  it  is  of  the  type  which 
has  become  familiar  from  its  frequent  repetition  in  recent  library 
buildings;  and  its  interior  contains  the  usual  central  hall,  with  a 
reading  room  and  a  children's  room  on  either  side  and  a  stack  room 
in  the  rear.  The  central  hall  contains  eight  columns  of  violet 
Brescia  marble,  standing  in  pairs  and  backed  by  pilasters  of  the 
same  material,  and  a  mosaic  floor,  bordered  with  a  rich  design  and 
containing  a  central  figure  around  a  section  of  Siena  marble.  The 
mosaic  flooring  is  extended  through  the  rooms  on  the  right  and  left. 
A  librarian's  room,  a  reference  room,  a  room  for  special  study,  and 
a  catalogue  room,  with  the  stack,  occupy  the  remainder  of  the 
lower  floor.  The  librarian's  room  is  to  be  furnished  by  the  Round 
Table,  as  a  memorial  of  the  late  librarian.  Miss  Letitia  S.  Allen. 
The  woodwork  and  furniture  of  the  several  rooms  are  of  solid  ma- 
hogany. The  second  story  contains  a  room  for  historical  exhibitions 
and  another  for  exhibitions  of  paintings,  photographs,  etc.,  and  an 
assembly  hall  which  will  seat  about  225  persons.  The  latter  has 
been  fitted  and  decorated  from  a  contribution  made  by  Mrs.  George 
Asa  Dean,  as  a  memorial  of  her  husband.  Its  use  will  be  carefully 
restricted  to  avoid  conflicting  in  any  way  with  the  regular  work  of 
the  library  or  disturbing  the  necessary  quiet  of  the  reading  rooms. 
The  building  is  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity. 

Auburn.  Miss  Josie  E.  Prouty,  who  had  been  librarian  for  twelve 
years,  resigned  during  the  present  year,  and  has  been  succeeded  by 
Miss  Abby  B.  Shute.  Books  have  been  purchased  from  the  legacy 
of  George  H.  Mellish  of  New  York,  reported  in  1904;  and  other 
books  have  been  purchased  for  the  library  by  some  young  people 
of  the  town.    The  library  is  being  catalogued  by  cards. 

Barnstable.  The  several  libraries  in  Barnstable  are  independent  of 
each  other  and  receive  no  aid  from  the  town;  but  the  Sturgis  Li- 
brary affords  some  aid  to  the  others  by  supplies  of  books  from  time 
to  time.  The  library  at  Hyannis  has  received  a  gift  of  $100  for 
the  purchase  of  books. 

Barre.  Additional  room  for  books  has  been  provided  in  the  stack 
room;  and  three  steel  cases  have  been  purchased  for  the  museum. 
One  of  the  latter  has  been  filled  with  native  birds,  another  with 
animals  and  a  third  with  civil  war  relics.  The  free  lecture  courses, 
formerly  held  in  the  library  hall,  have  proved  so  popular  that  the 
seating  capacity  is  insufficient,  and  they  are  now  held  in  the  town 
hall.  Work  with  the  schools  is  steadily  increasing.  Teachers  may 
take  books  for  an  indefinite  time,  a  whole  term  if  needed. 

Belch ERTOWN.  In  co-operation  with  the  superintendent  of  schools, 
the  experiment  of  a  school  loan  collection  has  been  tried.    Selections 
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from  the  collection  were  aetit  to  four  schools 
This  was  so  successful  that  it  will  be  contiuued 
be  extended  so  as  to  include  other  schools.  Noi 
$1,000  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
has  been  received.  A  collection  of  birds  of  Jiet 
received  from  the  estate  of  John  H,  Stone;  i 
Frank  B.  Lawrence  of  Boston  the  library  reo 
photographs,  pamphlets  and  papers  of  public 
to  be  held  as  the  Clapp  Collection.  The  homi 
creasing.  A  beqnest  of  $1,000  in  the  will  of  Mn 
Lonjiley  is  reported. 

Beluont.  There  was  a  gain  in  the  home  circulatio: 
percentage  of  fiction  was  slijihtly  reduced.  Tl 
coming  accnstomed  to  using  the  card  catalogue  t 
the  nse  of  the  reference  books. 

Bkrnardston.  The  home  circulation  has  increased, 
a  free  use  of  the  library;  and  there  is  the  most  e- 
between  the  librarian,  teachers  and  pupils.  Boo 
chased  for  all  grades,  with  direct  reference  to  sc 
is  no  age  limit,  and  summer  quests  are  giveo  tl 
library.  Besides  sets  of  pictures  for  exhibition,  t 
cation  As.sociation  sent  two  sets  for  use  in  the  si 
appreciated  by  the  pupils  and  were  of  much  edn< 

Beverly.  Tliere  was  a  decrease  in  the  home  circutatic 
schfHil  circulation  increased  about  12  per  cent. 
more  eoiomodioTis  quarters  or  a  new  library  bi 
The  congested  condition  of  the  library  prevents  i 
or  work  olong  new  lines, 

BiLLKBic.v.  Bennett  Public  Library,  This  Ubraiy 
ceived  a  donation  of  $500.  Miss  Emma  W.  Whitf< 
librarian  Jan.  1,  1907. 

Blackstone.  There  was  on  increase  of  over  12  per 
culation  of  1906.  The  history  of  the  town  is  moi 
suited  than  any  other  book  of  reference.  Som< 
readers  rend  all  the  books  by  one  author  before 
other.  An  impetus  was  given  to  the  reading  of  N 
by  the  .ifferiiig  of  a  prize,  by  a  citizen,  for  the  be 
the  Cod  cord  at. 

Bla.ndtohd.  Tliis  library  is  now  known  as  the  Por 
brary,  the  ehniige  being  made  in  accordance  wit 
opinion  of  tlie  liustees.  The  old  paper  covers  hi 
from  Ibe  books,  and  a  list  of  the  accessions  sin< 
printed.  A  decrease  in  the  circulation  at  the 
branch  is  caused  by  tlie  waning:  population  of  tl 
library  is  largely  used  by  summer  boarders  near  th 
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Boston.  The  annual  report  of  this  library  is  of  importance  in  its 
statements  of  conditions  and  details,  which  cannot  be  given  here. 
The  library  system  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  included  194 
agencies  for  the  circulation  of  books,  of  which  11  are  now  rated 
as  branch  libraries.  Remarking  upon  the  percentage  of  fiction 
issued  from  the  agencies  the  trustees  say :  "  The  time  will  come 
when  the  question  will  be  raised  whether  so  large  an  expense  for 
fiction  is  justified.  Thinking  people  have  lost  faith  in  the  shibbo- 
leth, much  in  vogue  a  generation  ago,  that  the  habit  of  reading  poor, 
not  to  say  trashy,  books  will  breed  a  longing  for  something  bet- 
ter." From  715  titles  of  English  prose  fiction  examined  in  1906, 
167  were  selected  for  purchase.  Of  missing  books  during  the  year, 
907  were  reported  at  the  central  library  and  1,140  at  the  outside 
agencies,  making  a  total  of  2,047  volumes.  The  librarian  says: 
"  It  will  be  plain  that  the  exposure  of  books  upon  the  open 
shelves,  and  their  use  without  much  restriction,  results  in  a  con- 
siderable loss,  part  of  which  is  temporary,  in  a  library  used  by  the 
mixed  population  of  a  great  city.  Careful  examination  of  the 
figures  cited  indicates  also  that  the  books  taken  are  principally  of 
the  cheaper  sort,  that  many  of  them  are  books  taken  by  children, 
and  that  in  numerous  instances  they  are  taken  not  primarily  by 
theft,  but  through  informal  or  irr^ular  borrowing,  in  disregard 
of  the  proper  rules  relating  to  charging  upon  a  library  card.  It 
is  also  clear,  from  our  experience,  that  many  books  taken  from  the 
open  shelves,  no  doubt  with  the  intention  of  returning  them,  never 
are  returned;  probably  being  thrown  aside  or  forgotten  by  the 
irresponsible  person  who  took  thenL  .  .  .  Unquestionably  the  open- 
shelf  system,  toward  which  public  libraries  have  moved  during  the 
last  ten  years,  is  of  great  public  benefit  and  convenience.  That  it 
promotes  the  use  of  books  no  one  can  doubt.  It  must  be  admitted, 
however,  that  there  are  serious  evils  attending  it  unless  it  is  care- 
fully guarded.  If  the  missing  books  involved  merely  pecuniary 
loss  the  matter  would  not  be  of  much  importance;  the  expense 
might  be  charged  to  profit  and  loss,  and  considered  justifiable  in 
view  of  the  advantages  derived.  But  if  books  may  be  taken  with- 
out obsen^ance  of  rules,  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  patrons 
no  less  than  for  the  convenience  of  administration,  and  returned 
or  not,  as  those  who  take  them  may  decide,  a  tendency  towards 
demoralization  is  at  once  established,  affecting  particularly  the 
young.  This  is  far  more  serious  than  the  money  loss  involved."  A 
system  which  has  been  introduced  experimentally  at  some  of  the 
outside  agencies  by  enlarging  supervision  and  control  naay  in  some 
measure  obviate  the  dangers  which  accompany  the  open  shelf. 
"The  essential  points  in  this  system  are  the  following:  a  library 
card  or  other  ticket  of  identification  must  be  presented  at  the  cus- 
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todian's  desk  before  access  to  the  children's  shelves  is  granted; 
persons  under  eighteen  years  of  age  must  conform  to  the  same 
requirement  before  being  admitted  to  the  shelves  containing  non- 
fiction  for  adults;  no  one  under  eighteen  years  of  age  is  permitted 
to  have  free  access  to  shelves  containing  fiction  for  adults.''  So 
far  this  system  appears  to  be  working  well.  "  The  serious  use  of 
books  is  promoted ;  "  and  "  the  invasion  of  the  rooms  by  irresponsi- 
ble groups,  who  come  for  mischief  only,  has  ceased/' 

Bourne.  The  trustees  report  a  contribution  from  John  Parkinson  of 
$50  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  a  donation  of  valuable  books 
from  Robert  Emmons,  2d.  The  library  aims  to  keep  a  good  supply 
of  reference  books  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  of  the  pnblic  schools. 

BoxBOROUGH.  The  circulation  of  1906  was  more  than  four  times  that 
of  the  previous  year.  The  trustees  say :  "  Last  year  the  town  re- 
turned to  its  original  appropriation  for  the  library;  and  if  the 
usefulness  of  a  library  is  to  be  judged  by  the  circulation,  we  must 
conclude  it  was  a  wise  thing  to  do.  During  the  two  years  when  no 
books  could  be  purchased  for  lack  of  funds,  the  number  of  books 
taken  out  was  much  less  than  in  any  previous  year.  This  year 
shows  a  gratifying  increase.  .  .  .  During  no  period  have  so  many 
books  been  taken  by  children." 

BoYLSTON.  The  home  circulation,  the  use  of  the  reference  books  and 
the  attendance  in  the  reading  room  have  all  largely  increased.  Do- 
nations of  valuable  local  historical  matter  have  been  received. 

Bridgewater.  "  In  response  to  request  from  citizens,  the  experiment 
of  opening  the  reading  and  reference  rooms  Sunday  afternoons 
and  evenings  was  tried  last  June  [1906],  The  number  using  the 
rooms  was  so  small  that  it  was  "not  thought  best  to  continue  the 
experiment  at  that  season.  The  trustees  have  been  ready  to  repeat 
the  experiment  at  what  might  be  a  more  favorable  time  of  year,  if 
it  would  benefit  a  reasonable  number  of  patrons,  but  thus  far  no 
desire  for  the  reopening  has  been  expressed  to  them."  The  school 
work  is  increasing?.  At  the  close  of  the  year  it  is  reported  that  the 
will  of  the  Rev.  Theodore  F.  Wright  contains  a  bequest  of  $3,000 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library'. 

Brbi FIELD.  This  library  in  its  aims  and  management  emphasizes  and 
pves  form  to  the  town  spirit.  The  librarian  sajrs :  "  The  public 
library  should  be  a  social  center  by  assisting  groups,  organizations 
and  institutions  in  their  work,  and  by  preserving  records  and  data 
concerning  them.  It  should  help  the  Grange,  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Circle,  the  Debating  Club  and  the  Village  Improvement 
Society  by  purchasing  books  for  their  use  and  furnishing  needed 
references;  and  it  should  preserve  their  progranmaes  and  available 
matter  descriptive  of  their  meetings.  The  library  should  be  a  re- 
posit  oiy  of  data  concerning  the  activities  of  the  town  as  a  whole. 
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Thus  each  public  library  will  become  characteristic  of  the  town 
to  which  it  belongs  and  reflect  its  leading  interests."  Mrs.  Mary 
Knight  Hyde  of  Ware,  a  former  resident,  has  given  the  sum  of 
$25,  as  she  has  done  in  several  previous  years,  which  has  been  ap- 
plied to  the  expense  of  cataloguing,  and  a  further  sum  of  $100  as 
an  endowment  fimd. 

Brockton.  The  growth  of  the  population  and  the  number  of  bor- 
rowers have  created  new  obligations,  which  the  library  is  meeting 
with  slightly  increased  funds  and  a  somewhat  larger  expenditure 
for  books  than  during  the  preceding  year.  The  circulation,  es- 
pecially that  through  the  two  branches,  shows  a  considerable 
increase  over  that  of  1906.  To  meet  the  demand  for  books  for 
school  use,  a  considerable  number  of  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  collection  set  apart  for  that  purpose.  Throughout  the  library 
a  special  attempt  has  been  made  to  replace  badly  worn  and  muti- 
lated books.  Much  remains  to  be  done  along  this  line,  but  many 
books  have  been  discarded  which  were  past  rebinding  or  in  other 
ways  were  unsuitable  for  circulation.  The  library  has  bought  and 
is  preparing  to  buy  more  freely  books  bound  in  special  bindings 
from  the  sheets.  The  substantial  binding  provided  for  these  books 
ensures  a  longer  continuous  circulation  than  would  be  possible 
otherwise,  and  the  leather  binding  resists  the  wear  and  tear  more 
successfully  than  the  usual  library  binding.  The  reclassification  of 
the  library  is  being  carried  forward  with  the  routine  work  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  The  library  keeps  in  touch  with  its  readers 
by  quarterly  bulletins,  made  up  of  lists  of  accessions  and  occa- 
sional lists  on  special  subjects,  and  by  book  lists  printed  at  inter- 
vals in  the  local  papers.  The  last  annual  report  of  the  trustees 
renewed  their  former  appeals  for  a  library  building;  and  the 
mayor  recognized  the  claim  by  a  recommendation  in  his  inaugural 
address. 

Brookltne.  This  progressive  library  has  taken  up  the  matter  of  the 
treatment  of  pamphlets  in  a  popular  library  in  a  manner  which 
seems  quite  successful.  A  comprehensive  statement  of  the  details 
of  this  work  by  the  assistant  librarian,  Miss  Zaidee  Brown,  in  the 
"  Library  Journal "  of  August,  is  likely  to  be  of  service  to  those 
librarians  who  have  to  deal  with  such  perplexing,  and  often  val- 
uable, material.  The  last  annual  report  recorded  the  abandonment 
of  the  accessions'  catalogue,  by  which  "  the  necessary  routine  is 
reduced  to  its  lowest  dimensions."  Recently  the  librarian  has 
written :  "  This  economy  has  proved  most  satisfactory,  and  a  very 
substantial  saving  of  time.  We  note  on  the  back  of  the  title-page 
of  each  book,  and  also  on  the  shelf  list,  the  price  paid,  the  firm 
name  from  whom  it  is  bought,  and  the  date  of  the  bill.  We  find 
no  drawbacks  to  this  economical  scheme."     Expert  assistance  has 
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been  employed  in  the  enlargement  of  the  collection  of  photographs^ 
which  is  to  be  mounted  and  placed  in  circulation.     The  library  h^ 
a  considerable  collection  of  catalogues  of  dealers  in  photc^raphs, 
and  will  be  glad  to  make  these,  as  well  as  the  photographs,  nsefnl 
to  other  libraries.     Stations  are  now  maintained,  with  deposits  of 
books,  at  Coolidge  Comer,  Boylston,  and   Chestnut   Hill.     These 
have  liberal  circulations  in  their  several  districts,  but  are  not  con- 
sidered as  branch  libraries.    The  opening  of  the  circulating  depart- 
ment, as  well  as  the  reading  rooms,  on  Sundays  has  now  become 
an  established  policy  of  the  library.    In  r^ard  to  missing  volnmes 
from  open  shelves,  the  librarian  says:  "  The  result  seems  to  show 
not  that  we  should  restrict  the  use  of  our  main  library,  nor  that 
we  should  make  it  less  hospitable  and  accessible  to  the  studiois 
reader,  but^  that  we  must  exercise  still  more  careful  supervision  in 
our  children's  rooms." 
Cambridge.     The  circulation  of  the  main  library  in   1906  showed  a 
commendable  decrease  of  over  5  per  cent,   in  the  circulation  of 
fiction,  the  rate  being  54.6  per  cent.     The  service  of  the  Book- 
lovers'  Library  and  the  Tabard  Inn  Library  has  been  discontinued. 
The  travelling  libraries  continue  to  provide  new  features  of  inter- 
est, but  the  local  stations  have  fallen  off  in  popularity  as  the 
travelling  libraries  have  gained.    In  the  main  library  an  alcove  has 
been  set  apart,  to  be  known  as  the  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson 
Alcove,  which  will   contain  all  the  published  works   of   Colonel 
Higginson.     A  recent  informal  report  of  the  librarian   contains 
interesting  matter  relative  to  the  activities  of  the  present  year, 
from  which  we  quote :   "  The  rapid  growth  of  the  new  branefa 
library  in   North   Cambridge,  with  its  total  circulation   of  over 
52,000  for  the  first  full  fiscal  year,  is  the  chief  factor  in  making 
the  total  circulation  of  over  283,000,  and  the  increase  over  last  year 
of  nearly  42,000,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  library.     The 
adult  circulation  for  the  main  library  has  more  than  held  its  own, 
but  the  children's  room  shows  a  loss.    The  local  delivery  stations, 
the  travelling  libraries  and  the  school  circulation  also  show  losses, 
which  may  be  traced  mainly  to  the  effect  of  a  serious  cut  in  the 
appropriation  for  general  expenses,  including  books  as  the  chief 
item.     The  salaries*   account  being  also  insufficient    for  present 
needs,   a  curtailment   was  made   by  dispensing  with   the   special 
service  of  the  evening  attendants,  by  reducing  the  hours  of  the 
runners  and  by  closing  the  whole  library  at  9  p.m.  and  the  children's 
room  at  6  p.m.     Progiess  has  been  made  in  recatalogning  a  col- 
lection of  old  books,  much  of  which  has  been  available  only  in  the 
old  printed  catalogue  of  1887,  and  its  supplement  of  1891.    A  new 
form  of  record  slip,  adapted  from  that  in  use  at  the  Carnegie 
Public   Library  in   Washington,  makes  possible  a  complete  and 
accurate  account  of  all  new  books,  by  classified  accessioiiSy  and  ^1«^ 
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of  the  responsibility  of  each  assistant  in  their  preparation  for  the 
public.  Supplementary  to  the  December  Bulletin  was  the  issue  of 
a  special  '  Bibliography  of  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson/  in  com- 
memoration of  Colonel  Higginson's  eighty-third  birthday,  Dec.  22, 
1906,  and  in  recognition  of  his  long  service  of  fourteen  years,  from 
1889  to  1903,  as  trustee  of  the  public  library.  A  similar  work  in 
honor  of  another  distinguished  trustee.  Dr.  William  J.  Rolfe,  who 
is  still  in  service,  was  in  preparation  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  a 
*  Bibliography  of  William  James  Rolfe,'  to  be  issued  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  eightieth  birthday,  Dec.  10,  1907.  A  less  exhaustive 
bibliography  of  books  and  periodicals  relating  to  Henry  Wads- 
worth  Longfellow  was  issued  in  connection  with  the  celebration 
of  the  centenary  of  the  poet's  birth,  Feb.  27,  1907,  as  part  of  the 
regular  Bulletin  and  in  a  separate  edition,  for  school  use.  Besides 
this  Longfellow  list,  the  library  took  an  important  part  in  the 
centenary  celebration  by  its  exhibit,  in  the  Cambridge  room,  of 
books,  portraits  and  curios,  sent  to  it  from  the  Craigie  House, 
from  the  Harvard  College  library  and  from  other  sources,  in 
addition  to  the  library's  own  collection.  This  exhibit  proved  to  be 
the  most  valuable  and  interesting  of  its  kind  ever  held  in  Cam- 
bridge. In  connection  with  the  Agassiz  centenary  celebration,  the 
last  week  in  May,  the  library  prepared  a  similar  list  for  the  May 
Bulletin,  and  a  separate  edition  for  school  use.  The  school  chil- 
dren of  all  the  ninth  grades  of  the  city  repeated  the  visit  of  last 
year  to  the  library  for  special  instruction  in  the  use  of  reference 
books  and  the  card  catalogue.  The  library  co-operated  also  with 
the  Rindge  Manual  Training  School  in  the  issue  of  special  lists  of 
books  for  the  English  and  the  shop-practice  departments,  in  the 
talks  by  the  librarian  before  the  pupils  in  classes  and  in  the  loan 
of  a  collection  of  books  for  direct  use  through  the  English  depart- 
ment of  that  school.  Three  deposit  stations  were  added,  two  of 
them  literary  societies  and  the  third  a  Sunday  school." 

Canton.  The  library  is  now  open  every  week  day  and  evening.  "After 
careful  consideration,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  discontinue 
the  Sunday  afternoon  opening  of  the  reading  and  reference  rooms. 
The  trustees  regret  being  obliged  to  take  this  action;  but  as  the 
purpose  for  which  the  Sunday  opening  was  instituted  has  not  been 
accomplished,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  do  this."  Lists  of  acces- 
sions are  posted  in  the  post-office  for  the  information  of  the  public. 
The  prize  competition  in  local  history,  offered  by  the  Canton  His- 
torical Society,  has  been  continued;  and,  to  stimulate  the  study  of 
local  history,  one  class  in  the  high  school  is  required  to  furnish 
weekly  essays  on  kindred  subjects. 

Carver.  The  branches  at  North  Carver  and  Bates  Pond  have  been  re- 
stored. An  attempt  is  made  to  supply  simple  reading  to  the 
smallest  children  who  come  to  the  library  and  ask  for  books.    The 
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librarian  says:  "We  think  it  is  a  very  hopeful  outlook  when  we 
can  attract  the  children  of  five  years  to  the  library  and  hold  them 
until  we  have  moulded  their  taste  for  reading,  which  seems  prob- 
able, judging  from  our  past  experience." 

Chelsea.  A  slight  decrease  in  the  circulation  of  1906  is  attributed  to 
the  limitation  of  juvenile  cards  to  one  book.  Children  needing 
books  for  instruction  are  given  cards  on  which  they  are  allowed 
one  book  other  than  from  the  fiction  and  juvenile  classes.  The 
experiment  of  opening  the  rooms  on  Sunday  afternoons  was  not 
satisfactory  and  it  has  been  discontinued. 

Cheshire.  A  fair  was  held  in  August,  and  resulted  in  a  profit  of  $75 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 

Chesterfield.  A  summer  visitor  has  given  150  books,  all  good.  Addi- 
tions are  made  yearly  to  the  collection  for  high  school  use. 

Chicopee.  a  reading  and  reference  room  has  been  opened  at  the  main 
library.  Fifteen  hundred  volumes  have  been  selected  from  the 
library  and  sent  to  the  branches.  These  are  to  be  replaced  from 
time  to  time,  "  in  order  that  the  people  at  the  branches  may  handle 
them."  A  card  catalogue  according  to  the  Dewey-Cutter  system  is 
being  prepared,  and  the  charging  system  is  to  be  changed. 

Clinton.  A  decrease  in  the  home  circulation  of  1906,  not  as  heavy 
as  that  of  the  preceding  year,  was  apparently  caused  by  the  re- 
moval from  the  town  of  many  who  were  constant  readers  of  the 
better  class  of  books.  There  is  a  larger  use  of  the  library  for 
study  and  reference  by  teachers  and  students. 

Cohasset.  The  will  of  Mrs.  Isaphene  M.  Wheelwright  of  Boston  and 
Cohasset  gives  to  the  Cohasset  Free  Public  Library,  which  is  by 
agreement  temporarily  merged  with  the  Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Li- 
brary, the  sum  of  $2,000,  and  valuable  paintings  and  etchings  and 
other  articles  of  interest. 

CoLRAix.  This  library  has  maintained  its  circulation  and  has  added 
somewhat  to  its  collection.  Joseph  Griswold  of  Greenfield  is  erect- 
ing a  library  building  as  a  memorial  of  his  family,  which  will  be 
presented  to  the  town  when  completed.  It  is  expected  to  be  ready 
by  June  1,  1908. 

Concord.  An  increase  of  library  hours  during  the  school  year  has 
proved  of  great  convenience  to  the  school  children.  A  stack  room, 
with  a  capacity  of  about  25,000  volumes,  has  been  completed. 
There  have  been  1,772  volumes  taken  from  the  shelves,  as  obsolete 
or  unused,  and  sold. 

Conway.  Miss  Grace  Pease,  who  had  been  librarian  for  several  years, 
resigned  early  in  the  present  year,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss 
Margaret  F.  Sikes  of  Conway. 

Danvers.  The  home  circulation  of  1906  showed  an  increase  of  about 
10  per  cent.,  not  including  the  school  circulation.  "A  few  years 
ago  only  children  who  could  read  intelligently  visited  the  ehildien's 
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room,  but  now  those  much  below  the  school  age  are  brought  by 
older  ones.  For  their  entertainment  a  selection  of  picture  books 
was  included  in  the  last  addition,  which  has  proved  exceedingly 
popular,  not  only  to  those  whose  home  books  are  limited,  but 
to  the  more  favored  as  well."  The  wisdom  of  making  an  extra 
appropriation  for  an  extension  of  school  work,  as  noted  in  the 
report  of  last  year,  has  been  fully  justified  by  the  results.  As  a 
direct  result  of  the  work,  children  have  been  attracted  to  the 
library  and  have  become  borrowers.  Each  year  shows  an  increasing 
number  of  young  people  applying  for  books  for  home  use. 

Dartmouth.  This  town  has  three  libraries,  each  of  which  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  others.  The  town  doubled  its  library  appropriations 
in  1906,  giving  $250  to  each  library.  These  libraries  are  in  the 
villages  of  Russell's  Mills  (Dartmouth),  Padanaram  (South  Dart- 
mouth) and  North  Dartmouth,  and  are  five  miles  apart.  The  cir- 
culation in  1906  at  the  first  named  exceeded  that  of  any  previous 
year. 

Dedham.  There  was  a  gain  of  over  5  per  cent,  in  the  home  circulation 
of  1906.  The  success  of  the  Oakdale  branch  has  induced  the 
trustees  to  establish  a  branch,  with  a  reference  library,  at  the 
reading  room  at  East  Dedham. 

Deerfield.  South  Deerfield  Town  Library.  The  removal  of  the  library 
to  the  public  reading  room  ''  has  been  an  advantage  to  both  asso- 
ciations, but  the  growth  and  betterment  of  the  library  make  it  more 
apparent  fliat  a  proper  library  building  is  necessary."  There  was 
an  increase  of  23  per  cent,  in  the  circulation  of  1906.  Some  Polish 
books  have  been  added  to  the  library  and  have  been  well  received. 
The  library  work  has  received  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  super- 
intendent of  schools  and  the  teachers.  The  books  are  being  recata- 
logued. 

Dickinson  Library.     No  town  appropriation  was  given  to  this 

library  in  1906;  and  its  work  was  done  largely  by  those  who  felt 

most  interested  in  its  prosperity.     This  year  the  town  has  appro- 

•  priated  $100  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  a  friend  has  given  $50 

for  the  same  purpose. 

Douglas.  An  increased  use  of  the  library  by  the  schools  is  especially 
noticeable. 

Easthampton.  The  library  is  increasing  in  usefulness.  The  towns- 
people, and  the  schools  especially,  make  more  and  more  use  of  it. 
Reference  books  have  had  some  valuable  additions,  and  are  much 
used  in  the  preparation  of  essays  and  debates  and  also  in  club 
work. 

Easton.  Weekly  deliveries  of  books  in  sections  remote  from  the 
library,  at  North  Easton,  are  continued.  A  well-selected  list  of 
poems  to  be  taught  in  the  public  schools  has  been  prepared  by  the 
librarian.     This  list  comprises   selections  arranged   for  the  nine 
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grades  in  the  schools,  and  has  been  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
teachers  and  scholars. 

Everett.  Shute  Memorial  Library.  There  was  no  niarked  increase  in 
the  circulation  of  1906;  and,  owing  to  a  shifting  population,  the 
number  of  borrowers  was  not  largely  increased.  Still,  the  work  of 
the  library  has  been  one  of  progression.  The  general  reading  room 
has  been  well  filled,  while  the  children's  comer  has  been  filled  to 
overflowing,  as  usual.  A  complete  card  catalogue  has  been  pre- 
pared for  the  children's  comer.  The  open  shelf  is  appreciated  by 
the  public.  The  work  with  the  schools  continues  to  grow.  At  the 
close  of  1906  Mrs.  Leona  C.  Lydiard,  who  had  been  librarian  from 
the  opening  of  the  library,  resigned  her  position,  to  the  regret  of 
the  trustees  and  library  staff.  Miss  Edna  L.  Carter,  an  assistant, 
was  elected  as  her  successor. 

Frederick  E.  Parlin  Memorial  Library.  There  was  an  increase 
of  over  6  per  cent,  in  the  circulation  of  1906;  and  a  larger  sum 
was  expended  for  books  than  in  any  previous  year.  An  attempt  to 
meet  the  demand  for  fiction  has  been  made  by  the  use  of  the  Tabard 
Inn  Library,  and  the  ser\dce  appears  to  warrant  its  continuance, 
Albert  N.  Parlin,  the  donor  of  the  building,  has  given  copies  of  the 
portraits  of  Leonardo  da  Yinci,  Raphael  and  Michelangelo,  in  the 
Uflfizi  Gallery.  The  library  has  outgrown  its  present  quarters. 
More  shelf  room,  a  reference  room  and  a  laiger  room  for  the 
children  will  soon  be  imperative. 

Fall  River.  Works  of  standard  authors  in  fiction  and  'the  larger  part 
of  the  new  books  as  added  are  now  placed  on  open  shelves  in  the 
public  catalogue  room.  The  children's  library  grows  in  interest 
and  importance,  and  the  collection  now  numbers  more  than  8,000 
volumes.  A  liberal  policy  has  prevailed  in  the  careful  selection 
of  books  especially  adapted  to  assist  the  children  in  their  school 
work.  Picture  bulletins  are  constantly  exhibited  in  the  children's 
department.  "  Cuttings  from  illustrated  papers  and  magazines 
now  keep  a  constantly  moving  panorama  of  historical  events,  por- 
traits of  notable  persons  on  anniversary  occasions,  current  events 
of  the  day  and  sports  in  their  seasons;  in  fact,  all  pictorial  matter 
of  interest  to  the  young  which  is  available  is  carefully  selected  and 
intelligently  displayed." 

Falmouth.  Falmouth  Free  Public  Library.  The  circulation  of  1906 
was  the  largest  in  its  history  and  showed  a  gain  of  20  per  cent.. 
and  therg  was  a  larger  use  of  the  reading  room. 

West  Falmouth  Library.  During  the  present  year  the  sum  of 
$50  has  been  received  from  friends;  and  summer  residents  have 
made  donations  of  books.  Teachers  and  scholars  are  allowed 
special  privileges  in  the  use  of  books  for  school  work. 

FiTCHBURG.  There  was  a  decrease  of  about  3%  per  cent,  in  the  carter 
lation  of  1906.     The  reference  room  is  much  used  by  all 
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A  professional  man  said  that  he  prepared  all  his  papers  and  ad- 
^ dresses  in  that  department  of  the  library.  In  the  children's  room 
a  great  work  is  being  done  quietly.  The  children  are  acquiring  the 
library  habit,  and  are  starting  on  a  course  of  self -culture  which 
they  may  pursue  to  the  end  of  their  lives.  A  deposit  station  has 
been  opened  in  the  West  Fitchburg  grammar  school,  through  the 
public  spirit  of  the  principal  of  the  school,  who  volunteered  as 
custodian.  A  new  method  has  been  tried  for  securing  the  return 
of  overdue  books.  When  a  book  is  seven  days  overdue  a  notice  is 
sent.  If  not  then  returned,  a  second  notice  is  sent  by  registered 
mail,  with  a  copy  of  the  law  in  reference  to  the  wilful  detention  of 
library  property. 

Florida.  Boxes  of  books  are  sent  to  the  schoolhouses  for  school  use 
and  home  circulation,  under  the  care  of  the  teachers. 

FoxBOROUGH.  The  hours  of  library  service  have  been  increased.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  come  to  the  center  of  the 
town,  near  the  library;  and  at  ten  years  of  age  they  are  given  the 
full  use  of  it.  The  teachers  and  librarian  co-operate  and  some  good 
work  is  being  done. 

Framingham.  Additional  shelf  room  has  been  furnished  in  the  read- 
ing room,  and  a  further  enlargement  will  soon  be  necessary.  A 
card  catalogue  has  been  completed  for  the  branch  at  South  Fram- 
ingham. 

Franklin.  The  Ray  Memorial  Room,  opened  as  a  children's  room  in 
January,  1906,  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  is  independent  of  the 
Franklin  Public  Library,  which  is  managed  by  the  Franklin  Li- 
brary Association  and  is  housed  in  the  Ray  Memorial  Building. 
It  has  its  separate  librarian  and  a  collection  of  about  1,600  books, 
and  is  well  equipped  for  its  use  as  a  reading  room  for  the  children. 
Although  independent,  its  work  is  supplementary,  or  rather  it  is 
preparatory  to  that  of  the  public  library;  and  it  takes  the  place 
of  the  children's  department  in  the  original  library.  Its  circulation 
in  1906  was  nearly  20  per  cent,  in  excess  of  that  of  the  library 
for  adults.  "  The  children  have  improved  greatly  in  their  ability 
to  use  the  library,  knowing  now  where  to  find  the  books  they  want 
and  how  to  handle  them  properly.  The  donors  of  the  building  and 
children's  room  have  fitted  up  a  hall  for  lecture  purposes.  In 
addition  to  the  proper  furniture  for  its  purposes,  wall  cases  have 
been  furnished  in  which  are  valuable  historical  books,  manuscripts 
and  autographs;  and  portraits  and  pictures  are  hung  upon  its 
walls." 

•Gardner.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  home  circulation  of  1906. 
The  constant  falling  off  in  the  Sunday  afternoon  attendance  at 
the  reading  room  makes  the  advisability  of  keeping  the  room  open 
on  Sundays  a  serious  question.  The  use  of  Swedish  and  French 
books  by  citizens  speaking  those  languages  is  such  as  to  warrant 
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a  further  outlay  in  that  direction.    Active  school  work,  as  outlined 
in  the  report  of  last  year,  has  continued.     The  librarian  writes: 
"  The  only  new  feature  of  our  school  work  is  that  I  sometimes  put 
in  a  few  books  that  would  appeal  to  older  readers,  with  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  children  should  have  them  read   aloud   by  older 
members  of  the  family.     The  teachers  tell  me  that  this  has  been, 
appreciated,  and  that  the  benefit  of  the  school  libraries  is  by  no 
means  limited  to  those  attending  the  schools.     I  hope  to  develop 
this  into  lending  neighborhood  libraries  when  we  have  created  a 
demand  for  them;  and,  with  this  in  mind,  I  put  the  chai^ng  of 
the  books,  etc.,  into  the  hands  of  some  of  the  more  reliable  pupils 
wherever  possible." 

Georgetown.  The  contest  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  a  library  build- 
^  ing  between  the  town  and  the  building  committee  has  been  settled 
by  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court ;  and  the  building  awaits 
completion  after  some  matters  have  been  settled  by  the  action  of 
the  town.  It  has  been  built  at  the  expense  of  the  fund  left  by 
George  Peabody,  and  is  situated  on  land  given  for  the  purpose  by 
the  Tenney  heirs,  at  the  westerly  end  of  Lincoln  Park.  It  is  of 
brick,  with  granite  trimmings  and  a  slated  roof.  It  has  the  usual 
rooms  for  library  administration,  including  a  stack  room,  upon  the 
first  floor.  The  second  story  at  present  is  unfinished;  but  if  the 
original  intention  is  carried  out  it  will  be  finished  and  furnished  as 
an  art  room. 

Gloucester.  Sawyer  Free  Library.  A  life-size  portrait  of  Ei>es  Sar- 
gent, a  native  of  Gloucester  and  a  prominent  literary  man  of  his 
time,  has  been  presented  by  Francis  W.  Homans. 

Village  Hall  Library,  Annisquam.  Although  this  is  still  a  sub- 
scription library,  the  school  children  are  admitted  freely,  and  they 
have  very  generally  availed  themselves  of  its  privileges.  An  Audu- 
bon library,  loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association,  will 
be  used  for  study  during  the  winter.  The  home  circulation  has 
largely  increased. 

Granville.  A  library  club,  taking  a  share  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
library,  has  made  it  possible  to  keep  the  reading  room  open  every 
week  day  evening,  and  has  supplied  one  daily,  seven  weekly  and 
fifteen  monthly  magazines. 

Great  Barrington.  In  accordance  with  votes  passed  by  the  corpo- 
rators of  the  Great  Barrington  Free  Library  and  the  town,  at  its 
annual  meeting  in  March,  1906,  the  books  and  property  of  the 
library  have  been  transferred  to  the  town,  and  the  library  is  now 
conducted  by  six  trustees  chosen  by  the  town.  To  meet  the  demand 
for  new  fiction,  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  a  small  loan  library. 

Housatonic.  The  library  building  which  is  being  erected  by  the 
Ramsdell  heirs  is  nearly  completed,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will 
be  opened  at  the  beginning  of  1908. 
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Greenfield.  Greenfield  Public  Library.  With  every  year  the  library 
gains  in  influence  and  worth.  There  was  a  gain  in  the  home  circu- 
lation of  1906,  notably  in  the  children's  department.  Thirty-five 
children  were  awarded  certificates  for  completing  vacation  reading 
courses.  Classes  from  the  ninth  grades  of  the  public  schools  are 
given  lessons  in  the  use  of  the  card  catalogue  and  reference  books. 
Library  workers  who  know  how  often  the  lack  of  this  elementary 
knowledge,  combined  with  reluctance  in  making  inquiry,  bars  older 
persons  from  intelligent  use  of  the  library,  realize  the  worth  of 
this  instruction  to  the  children.  There  is  a  constantly  growing  de- 
mand for  books  on  technical  subjects.  "  In  July  the  town  pur- 
chased the  Hovey  house  for  library  purposes.  The  site  is  one  of 
the  best  in  town,  and  it  preserves  a  house  of  value  to  Greenfield 
for  its  architectural  beauty  and  its  historic  associations  with  the 
Greenfield  of  earlier  years.  The  building  can  be  admirably  adapted 
for  use  for  reading  and  delivery  rooms,  and  for  the  administrative 
and  educational  work  of  the  library.  A  stack  is  planned  for  the 
rear,  which  will  form  a  consistent  part  of  the  building." 

Groton.  There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  home  circulation  of  1906; 
but  it  was  offset  by  an  increased  use  of  the  reading  room.  By  the 
will  of  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Famsworth  Hall  the  library  has  re- 
ceived a  bequest  of  $1,000,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  the 
purchase  of  books. 

Gboveland.  By  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Adams  of  Lynn,  the  legacy  of 
$5,000  in  the  will  of  Capt.  J.  G.  B.  Adams  becomes  available  for 
the  benefit  of  the  library. 

Hadley.  a  collection  of  books  of  local  interest  is  growing.  But  two 
magazines  are  bound  for  the  shelves;  the  rest,  after  the  library  is 
through  with  them,  are  distributed  to  the  school  children,  to  be  car- 
ried to  their  homes. 

Halifax.  The  books  of  this  library,  about  3,000  volumes,  were  lost 
in  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  town  house  on  the  morning  of  March 
20,  1907.  Only  those  books  which  were  in  circulation  escaped.' 
Some  books,  which  for  the  present  are  kept  in  the  church  vestry, 
have  been  given  as  the  nucleus  of  a  new  collection. 

Hamilton.  The  trustees  invited  all  the  school  teachers  and  a  number 
of  other  library  patrons  to  the  library  a  few  times,  with  a  view  of 
talking  over  the  needs  of  the  library  and  desirable  publications  for 
purchase,  the  idea  being  to  bring  out,  as  far  as  possible,  the  wants 
of  patrons.  These  meetings  were  prolific  of  much  good,  and  were 
apparently  appreciated  and  enjoyed  by  those  who  attended.  It  is 
the  intention  to  hold  many  more  of  such  meetings.  Collections  of 
the  Woman's  Education  Association  have  been  exhibited. 

Hancock.  The  library  is  fairly  well  used,  and  public  interest  seems 
to  be  increasing.  A  good  proportion  of  those  who  come  to  the 
library  are  children. 


24  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

Hanover.     John  Curtis  of  Boston,  the  founder  and  a  frequent  bene- 
factor of  this  library,  left  by  will  $15,000  for  a  library  buildiQg, 
to  be  available  at  the  death  of  his  daughter,  Miss  Alice  M.  Curtis 
of  Milton.     Miss  Curtis  released  her  life  interest  in  this  bequest 
in  November,  1906,  and  added  a  contribution  for  the  purchase  of 
a  suitable  site  for  the  building.     The  building  has   been  erected 
after  plans  by  Edmund  Q.  Sylvester  of  Boston,  a  native  of  Han- 
over, and  is  so  near  completion  that  it  will  be  formally  op>ened  by 
the  time  this  report  is  distributed.    It  is  in  the  Georgian  style,  by 
the  desire  of  Miss  Curtis;  and  is  of  red  brick,  with  white  marble 
trimmings,  granite  underpinnings  and  a  slated  roof.    It  is  55  by  30 
feet,  with  a  porch  over  the  entrance.     The  entrance  opens  into  a 
vestibule,  with  a  reading  room  and  a  stack  room  on  either  side. 
These  rooms  are  about  15  by  28  feet,  and  are  connected  with  the 
librarian's  room  in  the  rear,  which  is  arranged  so  as  to  give  the 
librarian   sight   of   every   part  of  the   interior.      The   interior  is 
finished  in  natural  wood,  stained,  and  the  floors  are  of  hard  wood. 
The  lighting  is  by  electricity.     A  bronze  tablet  will  be  placed  in 
the  vestibule  by  Miss  Curtis  in  memory  of  her  father. 

Hanson.  There  has  been  a  larger  circulation,  indicating  an  increased 
appreciation  of  the  advantages  of  the  library  by  the  public.  Miss 
Drew,  of  the  north  library,  has  prepared  a  complete  catalogue  of 
the  books  in  the  two  libraries,  which  is  ready  for  publication.  The 
success  of  the  branches  at  Maquan  and  New  State  warrants  a 
desire  to  establish  branches  in  other  remote  sections  of  the  town. 
The  first  legacy  to  the  library  has  been  received,  —  a  bequest  of 
$50  in  the  will  of  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Inglee. 

Harwich.  There  has  been  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  circulation.  A 
catalogue  of  the  additions  of  the  past  five  years  has  been  printed. 

Ha\'ERHILL.  The  home  circulation  of  1906  was  slightly  less  than  that 
of  the  preceding  year,  with  an  average  of  4.3  per  capita.  "  There 
were  no  changes  in  policy,  but  there  was  a  continuous  effort  to 
extend  the  activities  of  the  library  by  dignified  advertising,  by  en- 
larging the  branch  equipment  and  by  giving  the  public  more  oppor- 
tunities to  come  in  direct  contact  with  the  books  without  using 
either  a  printed  or  a  card  catalogue.  .  .  .  That  the  library  goes 
part  way,  at  least,  to  meet  its  patrons  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
outside  the  main  library  there  are  89  centers  to  which  books  are 
sent  for  circulation.  ...  To  meet  the  demand  for  more  new  books, 
particularly  fiction,  a  duplicate  pay  collection  was  started  in  July. 
The  scheme  has  been  popular,  and  on  account  of  this  collection  the 
library  has  boup-lit  fewer  copies  of  the  ephemeral  books  of  the  day. 
A  few  copies  of  popular  operas  were  added  to  the  collection,  but 
they  were  little  used  and  were  withdrawn."  A  collection  of  1,200 
to  1,500  books  was  arranged  on  open  shelves  in  the  delivery  room 
late  in  1905.    "  All  new  books  and  a  constantly  changing  collection 
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of  old  ones  are  placed  there.  Eventually  all  the  best  books  of  the 
library  find  their  way  to  these  shelves.  This  new  scheme  and  the 
duplicate  pay  collection  have  been  the  most  appreciated  changes 
at  the  main  library  in  recent  years."  The  general  policy  of  the 
library  has  remained  unchanged  during  the  present  year.  In- 
ternal improvements  of  the  building  have  given  new  rooms  for 
special  collections  and  for  administration  purposes.  Available 
room  in  the  reference  room  is  being  furnished  by  additional  shelv- 
ing; and  electric  lighting  is  being  substituted  for  gas  throughout 
the  building. 

Heath.  Every  possible  facility  is  being  given  to  the  teachers  and 
pupils  of  the  public  schools.  Additional  shelf  room  is  needed.  A 
card  catalogue  is  being  prepared. 

HiNGHAM.  Hingham  Public  Library.  Hawkes  Fearing,  who  had  been 
librarian  since  1872,  recently  resigned  by  reason  of  ill  health;  and 
Albert  L.  Stephenson  is  at  present  acting  librarian. 

Nantasket  Library.  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Whitney  of  Brookline  has 
given  about  200  volumes  on  varied  subjects.  The  exhibitions  of 
the  Library  Art  Club  are  considered  of  great  value  as  an  educa- 
tional help. 

Holland.  A  quantity  of  magazines  and  books  has  been  received  from 
the  Young  Men's  Opportunity  Band,  a  club  in  Brookline,  Mass. 

HOLLiSTON.  The  reference  room  has  become  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
library  facilities  offered  by  the  public  schools,  and  is  much  appre- 
ciated by  all  patrons.  The  department  of  local  history  is  on  the 
increase,  many  additions  having  been  made  by  donation  and  pur- 
chase. Historical  and  public  documents  of  value  are  constantly 
being  received  from  various  sources,  and  are  properly  arranged 
for  use.  A  portrait  by  Darius  Cobb  of  Elias  BuUard,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  library,  has  been  hung  upon  the  walls. 

HOPEDALE.  There  was  a  large  increase  both  in  the  home  circulation  and 
the  use  of  the  reading  room  in  1906.  Reading  lists,  prepared  by 
the  superintendent  of  schools,  were  issued  to  all  grades  in  the 
schools  above  the  first,  with  pleasing  results  as  to  the  books  used 
during  the  summer  vacation  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cards  issued.  Books  have  been  sent  to  the  school  at  South  Hope- 
dale. 
•  HuBBARDSTON.  The  bequest  of  $1,000,  noted  in  the  report  of  last  year, 
has  been  deposited  in  a  savings  bank,  and  will  be  known  as  the 
Eliza  P.  Church  Library'  Fund,  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  the  library.  The  public  schools  are  allowed  such  books 
as  may  be  needed,  without  regard  to  a  time  limit,  the  teachers 
being  responsible  for  their  return  in  proper  condition.  Summer 
visitors  are  allowed  the  privileges  of  the  library  on  the  same  con- 
ditions as  the  townspeople,  a  privilege  which  they  are  quick  to 
appreciate. 
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Hudson.     The  circulation  of  1906  showed  a  gratifying  increase  of  27.78 
per  cent.    This  and  the  increase  of  borrowers  may  be  attributed  to 
the  conveniences  and  attractions  of  the  new  buildings  and  an  ex- 
tension  of  library  hours.     The  reading  room  is  a  Soldiers'  Memo- 
rial Room,  and  a  bronze  memorial  tablet  has  been   placed  over 
the  fireplace.     The  use  of  the  reading  room  continues  to  be  un- 
usually large;  and  its  use  on  Sunday  still  warrants  its  being  open 
on  that  day.     A  separate  room  for  the  reference  books  and  quiet 
study  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  patrons  of  the  library. 
The  use  of  the  children's  room  has  been  of  steady  growth.     Henry 
Boynton,  chairman  of  the  trustees,  died  Feb.  21,  1906. 

Hull.  During  the  month  of  August  the  library  hours  were  increased, 
principally  for  the  convenience  of  the  sunmier  residents,  some  of 
whom  have  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  service  by  donations 
of  books. 

Hyde  Park.  The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  has  steadily  in- 
creased. Bulletins  of  new  accessions,  also  containing  lists  on 
special  subjects,  are  published,  and  lists  of  new  books  appear  in 
the  local  papers.  A  small  musical  collection  has  been  classified  and 
may  be  taken  for  home  use.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
use  of  the  children's  department.  "  The  pleasant  room  attracts 
the  children,  the  same  children  spending  hours  there  almost  daily. 
Italian  children  are  coming  in  greater  numbers,  and  are  delighted 
to  be  where  there  are  so  many  books.  Some  of  them  seem  greedy 
to  look  at  them  all  in  one  afternoon,  as  the  condition  of  the  shelves 
after  they  have  been  here  testifies."  Teachers  of  the  public  schools 
may  take  ten  books  for  school  use  instead  of  six,  as  formerly. 

Ipswich.  There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  home  circulation  in  1906. 
A  card  catalogue  has  been  completed.  A  branch  has  been  estab- 
lished at  Linebrook  Parish.  This,  though  small,  is  kept  well  sup- 
plied with  good  books,  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the  people  of 
that  district. 

Lakeville.  The  circulation  and  use  of  the  library  are  increasing. 
Feeling  that  at  some  future  time  the  need  of  more  room  must  arise, 
a  number  of  ladies  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  library  very  much 
at  heart  have  been  holding  a  series  of  entertainments,  consisting  of 
supper  and  dances,  with  the  aim  of  starting  a  building  fund  for  a 
library  building. 

Lancaster.  The  circulation  of  1906  showed  an  increase  of  about  14 
per  cent,  over  the  highest  previous  mark.  This  circulation  was 
about  seven  volumes  per  capita,  and  the  increase  was  chiefly  in 
school  use.  During  the  present  year  the  stack  and  the  gallery  have 
been  made  open  to  the  public,  and  the  children's  books  have  been 
removed  from  the  stack  to  the  reading  room.  The  greatest  gain 
from  the  open  shelves  has  been  in  the  increased  use  of  the  books  by 
the  study  clubs,  the  members  of  which  are  more  affected  by  the 
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change  than  any  other  group  of  readers.  The  librarian  writes: 
"  We  are  continuing  our  policy  of  replacing  old  and  worn  sets  of 
some  of  the  half -forgotten  novels  with  new  and  attractive  editions. 
They  are  put  out  in  the  reading  room,  near  the  new-book  case, 
where  they  are  seen  by  all  who  come  in.  They  have  a  steady  cir- 
culation, and  are  read  with  quite  as  much  enjoyment  as  the  new 
books.  We  have  replaced  in  this  way  Jane  Austen,  Wilkie  Col- 
lins, Charles  Reade,  Baroness  TautphoBus  and  TroUope."  The  Rev. 
George  M.  Bartol,  D.D.,  the  active  and  devoted  chairman  of  the 
trustees  for  more  than  forty  years,  died  in  June,  1906. 

Lee.  The  home  circulation  is  increasing.  Curtis  Judd  of  Dwight,  111., 
who  spent  his  boyhood  in  Lee,  has  given  $500  towards  the  new 
library  building. 

Leominster.  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  circulation  in  1906, 
both  in  the  adult  and  children's  departments.  To  assure  a  closer 
relation  between  the  library  and  schools,  an  informal  reception  and 
"  afternoon  among  books  "  was  given  to  the  school  teachers.  The 
result  was  most  satisfactory,  and  the  friendly  spirit  which  was 
created  has  been  of  invaluable  assistance  in  the  school  work.  The 
need  of  a  children's  room  has  been  met  by  a  rearrangement,  by 
which  the  former  reference  room  has  been  given  to  the  children.  A 
book-lovers'  league  has  been  organized  to  teach  the  careful  handling 
of  books,  each  member  signing  a  pledge :  "  I  will  have  clean  hands, 
and  will  return  all  books  in  good  condition,  with  no  pen  or  pencil 
marks,  no  torn  leaves  and  no  stain  of  any  kind."  The  children 
consider  the  badge  of  the  league  upon  their  cards  as  a  mark  of  dis- 
tinction, and  the  books  are  receiving  far  better  treatment  than  be- 
fore. An  offer  of  $27,500,  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  for  the  erection 
of  a  library  building  was  accepted  by  the  town  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing. The  acceptance  of  one  of  three  available  sites,  about  which 
there  is  a  difference  in  public  opinion,  will  be  settled  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  town  in  March.  The  library  is  now  open  from  9 
A.M.  to  9  P.M.  on  each  week  day,  making  an  addition  of  twenty- 
seven  hours  per  week  to  the  library  service. 

Lexington.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  1906,  mainly 
outside  of  the  realm  of  fiction,  only  six  volumes  of  the  increase 
being  credited  to  that  department.  In  the  children's  room,  direction 
in  the  use  of  books  is  given  during  the  noon  hour  and  immediately 
following  the  close  of  the  schools. 

Leyden.  a  card  catalogue  by  the  Cutter  system  has  been  completed. 
It  is  proposed  to  establish  branches  at  the  several  school  buildings. 

Littleton.  After  an  experiment  of  three  months,  as  the  patronage 
seemed  insufficient,  the  opening  of  the  library  on  Sunday  after- 
noons was  discontinued.  The  books  specified  on  lists  made  by  the 
teacher  of  English  for  the  four  classes  of  the  high  school  are  kept 
apart,  where  they  are  easy  of  access  to  the  pupils.    Books  taken 
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by  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  the  high  school  are  not  limited  in 
time,  unless  they  are  otherwise  required  for  library  use.  This 
privilege  has  not  been  abused.  John  Murray  Spragne  of  LowelJ, 
a  native  of  Littleton,  has  given  $1,000  for  general  library  uses. 

Lowell.  A  standard  library,  with  about  1,000  volumes  of  works  of 
the  best  authors,  has  been  established.  It  is  aimed  ''  to  give  this 
room  the  character  of  a  private  library,  and  to  furnish  it  with  such 
books  as  would  be  read  for  pure  enjoyment,  rather  than  books  for 
study  or  such  books  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  reference  depart- 
ment." An  industrial  library,  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested 
in  the  textile  and  other  interests  of  the  city,  is  proposed. 

Ludlow.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  in  1906;  and 
there  was  an  extension  of  the  library  hours,  which  was  found  to  be 
advantageous.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  use  of  the  reading 
room,  which  was  due,  probably,  to  the  opening  of  a  reading  room 
in  the  new  Stevens'  Memorial  Building,  in  connection  with  other 
departments  for  the  betterment  of  social  conditions  in  the  town. 

Lynn.  There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  in  1906, 
both  by  home  circulation  and  reference  work.  Plans  for  a  partial 
open  delivery  have  been  carried  out  by  placing  in  the  main  reading 
room  a  selection  from  the  latest  additions  to  the  library.  The 
juvenile  books  for  circulation  have  been  removed  from  the  stack 
to  the  children's  room,  and  the  open-shelf  system  established  in 
that  department.  "  Lynn  is  noted  for  its  fine  collection  of  local 
histories,  historical  collections  and  genealogies,  including  a  complete 
file  of  the  '  Boston  Transcript '  genealogical  queries,  with  a  card 
index.  This  collection  brings  many  strangers  from  different  parts 
of  the  country  to  consult  our  shelves,  thereby  adding  largely  to 
our  reference  work."  During  old  home  week  the  lecture  room  was 
filled  with  Lynn  pictures,  books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  illustrating  the 
history  of  the  city.  A  series  of  lectures  on  Shakespearian  plays 
and  another  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ci\dc  League  have  been 
given.  Exhibitions  of  paintings  by  local  artists  and  others  have 
been  given  in  the  reference  and  lecture  rooms.  The  work  with  the 
blind  is  successfully  continued. 

Malden.  There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  work  of  all  the  de- 
partments during  the  present  year;  and  the  total  use  of  books 
exceeds  that  of  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  library.  An 
additional  delivers  has  been  established  in  the  Bell  Rock  section; 
and  as  the  conditions  are  favorable,  a  small  deposit  of  books  has 
been  made  there  as  an  experiment.  There  are  now  eight  delivery 
stations  in  operation,  and  books  are  deposited  with  the  Sunday 
schools  of  seven  churches.  It  is  intended  to  bring  the  library  into 
a  closer  connection  with  the  schools  and  to  enlarge  the  work  with 
children.  To  carry  out  this  work  a  capable  assistant  has  been  put 
in  charge.     As  operations  in  this  direction  were  not  begun  until 
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the  opening  of  the  present  school  year,  most  that  has  been  done 
has  been  preparatory.  About  40  per  cent,  of  the  circulation  has 
gone  out  through  the  children's  room  and  the  schools. 

Manchester.  Electric  lighting  has  been  introduced  into  the  building; 
and  valuable  books  have  been  given  by  summer  residents.  About 
200  volumes  of  choice  juvenile  literature,  for  children  of  from 
eight  to  twelve  years  of  age,  have  been  placed  where  they  are  sub- 
ject to  free  access.  New  books  are  frequently  added.  For  the 
pupils  of  the  high  and  granunar  schools,  the  library  supplies  up^ 
to-date  reference  books  and  other  works  necessary  to  give  informa- 
tion on  all  subjects  of  their  studies. 

Mansfield.  Open  shelves  were  experimentally  adopted  in  1906.  The 
trustees  say :  "  In  some  respects  this  privilege  is  productive  of  in- 
convenience, not  only  to  the  librarian  but  to  the  patrons  of  the 
library,  because  frequently  those  who  take  the  books  from  the 
shelves  for  temporary  examination  put  them  back  in  the  wrong 
place  on  the  shelf,  and  as  every  book  is  supposed  to  have  a  par- 
ticular place,  when  the  librarian  looks  for  the  book,  to  give  to 
some  other  would-be  borrower,  she  fails  to  find  it,  and  the  would- 
be  borrower  fails  to  get  the  book  he  desired,  although  it  is  in  fact 
in  the  library."  A  later  report  says  that  the  open  shelf  has  been 
greatly  appreciated. 

Marblehead.  There  was  an  increase  of  11  per  cent,  in  the  circulation 
of  1906.  Temporary  summer  residents  are  allowed  the  privileges 
of  the  library.  One  lady,  on  leaving  the  town,  sent  her  check  for 
$10,  "  to  be  spent  in  books,  in  appreciation  of  the  enjoyment  and 
benefit  which  she  received  during  the  sunmier  from  the  privileges 
of  the  library." 

Marion.  The  association  has  printed  a  new  catalogue  this  year.  The 
library  is  used  by  the  pupils  of  the  town  schools  and  Tabor  Acad- 
emy; and  the  children  of  summer  residents  draw  school  reading. 

MATrAPOiSETT.  There  was  a  gain  of  over  20  per  cent,  in  the  home 
circulation  of  1906.    A  large  proportion  of  the  readers  are  children. 

Medford.  The  circulation  of  1906  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
library,  showing  an  increase  of  over  18  per  cent,  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  Books  were  sent  to  eighty-three  schoolrooms  and 
five  Sunday  schools.  "  The  need  for  book  room  has  been  growing 
more  and  more  urgent  for  the  past  two  or  three  years,  and  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  shelves  in  all  departments  causes  the 
necessary  work  to  be  done  at  great  disadvantage." 

Melrose.  The  work  of  the  library  shows  steady  progress.  The  per- 
centage of  fiction  delivered  has  slightly  decreased,  and  the  work 
of  the  juvenile  department  shows  a  constant  gain.  The  juvenile 
catalogue  has  been  completed,  and  is  placed  in  the  children's  room 
for  use.  The  trustees  say :  "  The  question  of  current  fiction  is  a 
difficult  one  with  all  libraTies.     The  larger  part  of  that  published 
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at  the  present  time  is  worthless,  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  even 
conservative  criticism;  much  is  objectionable,  much  is  unwholesome 
in  tone  and  subject,  and  crude  in  style.  .  .  .  The  open-shelf  system 
has  proved  its  popularity  through  the  manifold  advantages  afforded 
library  patrons.  It  is  unfortunate  that  its  privileges  have  been 
abused,  as  each  year  books  have  disappeared  from  the  shelves." 

MiDDLEBOROUGH.  Mrs.  Adelaide  K.  Thatcher,  who  had  been  librarian 
twenty-three  years,  resigned,  to  take  effect  Jan.  1,  1907,  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  Miss  Alice  M.  Alden,  who  has  been  an  assistant 
for  about  twelve  years.  Calvin  D.  Kingman,  who  had  been  the 
efficient  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  many  years,  died  in 
1906. 

Mn/roN.  This  library  ranks  among  the  highest  in  the  State  in  circula- 
tion, proportionate  to  the  population  which  it  serves,  the  rate  being 
8.5  per  capita.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  1906, 
and  "more  reference  work,  more  work  for  study  classes,  and 
greater  co-operation  with  the  teachers  have  been  accomplished.'' 
Collections  of  paintings  of  special  local  interest  have  been  ex- 
hibited.. By  the  will  of  Roland  Hayward  the  library  has  received 
a  large  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets,  mostly  on  entomology. 
The  school  work  has  been  actively  pursued.  The  children's  li- 
brarian made  three  regular  visits  to  all  of  the  schools,  the  first  at 
the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  the  second  about  the  first  of 
January,  and  the  third  at  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term.  Other 
visits  were  made  as  the  work  required.  As  it  was  little  used,  the 
branch  at  Milton  Village  has  been  withdrawn. 

Montague.  Carnegie  Public  Library  of  Turners  Falls.  An  increase 
of  interest  is  evident  at  this  library.  Gifts  of  pictures,  statuary 
and  other  articles  have  been  received ;  and  an  increased  appropria- 
tion by  the  town  has  allowed  more  frequent  purchases  of  books, 
thus  stimulating  an  interest  in  reading.  The  reading  rooms  have 
been  well  used  during  the  evening  hours;  and  the  home  circulation 
of  the  first  year  in  the  new  building  was  quite  satisfactory.  The 
pupils  of  the  schools  are  given  equal  privileges  with  adults;  and 
the  teachers  have  special  privileges  in  the  extension  of  time  on 
books  used  for  school  purposes. 

Nahant.  An  increase  of  10  per  cent,  was  shown  in  the  circulation  of 
1906.  The  library  proposes  to  restrict  the  selection  of  new  fiction, 
and  to  present  a  smaller  list,  with  better  books  and  more  copies 
of  each.  The  trustees  say:  "We  take  this  occasion  to  urge  the 
error  of  common  practice  in  reading  only  what  is  red  hot  from  the 
press.  Most  that  is  published  at  present  is  very  poor.  Writers 
the  teachers  have  special  privileges  in  the  extension  of  time  on 
and  the  rattle  of  the  pulp  mills  in  their  ears." 

Natick.  Morse  Institute.  There  is  not  much  variation  in  the  home 
circulation ;  but  more  books  are  used  every  year,  and  the  daily  at- 
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tendance  throughout  the  building  is  noticeably  larger.  More  than 
one  book  can  be  taken  on  a  nonfiction  card  when  the  borrower 
requires  extra  material  for  special  study.  Books  are  being  sent 
to  some  of  the  schoolrooms  from  the  children's  department.  John 
0.  Wilson,  who  had  been  a  trustee  since  1863  and  president  of  the 
board  since  1883,  died  in  April,  1906. 

New  Bedford.  The  library  has  acquired  a  collection  of  the  whaling 
pictures  of  Clifford  W.  Ashley.  "  They  probably  form  the  most 
accurate  reproduction  of  actual  whaling  scenes  that  have  ever  been 
produced."  A  catalogue  of  the  collection  of  material  relating  to 
the  whale  fishery  belonging  to  the  library  has  been  published,  and 
is  a  valuable  bibliography  of  the  subject.  A  beginning  has  been 
made  in  loaning  books  to  Sunday  school  libraries.  The  need  of  a 
children's /room  and  the  crowded  condition  of  the  library  in  all  its 
departments  are  about  to  be  overcome,  as  orders  have  passed  the 
city  council  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  city  hall  into  a  library 
building.  A  bond  issue  of  $150,000  and  an  appropriation  of 
$3,750  for  architects'  fees  are  called  for  by  the  orders. 

Newburyport.  Newburyport  Public  Library.  The  circulation  of  1906 
showed  a  loss  in  the  use  of  fiction  and  a  gain  in  other  departments. 
The  files  of  local  papers  are  in  constant  demand.  What  is  prac- 
tically a  duplicate  file  for  about  one  hundred  years  has  been  de- 
posited with  the  Essex  Institute  at  Salem.  '^  This  is  a  most 
practical  insurance  on  valuable  property,  which,  if  destroyed,  could 
not  be  replaced  by  money,  while  of  course  keeping  duplicate  files 
under  the  same  roof  defeats  its  very  object." 

South  End  Reading  Room.  The  reading  room  and  library  con- 
tinue to  receive  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  people  of  the  district 
in  which  they  are  situated.  A  bequest  of  $100  has  been  received 
from  the  estate  of  Miss  Anna  L.  Coffin,  and  many  smaller  sums 
have  been  received  from  friends  who  are  interested  in  the  work 
which  is  being  done. 

Newton.  There  was  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  home  circulation  of 
1906,  and  the  year  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of 
the  library.  Branch  libraries  have  been  established  at  Nonantum 
and  Newtonville.  Deliveries  are  made  to  six  branch  libraries  and 
reading  rooms,  five  agencies,  twenty-three  public  schools  and  eleven 
private  schools.  The  seventh  branch  library  will  soon  be  opened 
at  Newton  Highlands.  The  use  of  the  reference  reading  room  by 
teachers,  students  and  club  members  is  constantly  increasing.  The 
experiment  of  a  duplicate  collection  of  popular  books  for  hire  at 
the  Newton  Center  branch  in  1906  proved  so  successful  that  the 
system  has  been  extended  to  the  main  library  and  the  branches  at 
Aubumdale,  West  Newton  and  Newton\nlle.  The  trustees  say: 
"  Those  who  pay  do  so  voluntarily  and  please  themselves  by  doing 
so,  while  that  course  relieves  the  general  demand."     A  catalogfue 
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of  biography,  history  and  travels,  comprising^  about  15,000  vol- 
mnes,  has  been  printed.  The  circulation  of  photographs  and  other 
pictures  shows  a  steady  increase,  and  a  collection  of  lantern  slides^ 
for  circulation,  is  being  formed. 

Norfolk.  A  decrease  in  the  circulation  has  been  caused  by  fewer 
summer  residents.  A  number  of  old  books  have  been  discarded 
because  of  crowded  shelves.  The  library  has  become  useful  as  a 
supplement  to  the  schools.  A  list  of  selected  books  is  posted  in 
the  high  school,  from  which  each  pupil  is  to  read  one  book  each 
month  and  write  a  review  of  it  as  a  part  of  the  work  in  English 
literature. 

North  Adams.  No  great  changes  have  been  made  during  the  present 
year,  but  better  work  has  been  done  along  the  old  lines.  The  work 
with  the  school  children  has  been  more  thorough.  The  pupils  of 
the  high  school  and  the  ninth  grade,  and  some  of  the  lower  grades, 
have  been  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  library.  Books  have  been 
sent  to  most  of  the  school  buildings,  and  story  hours  were  given 
during  the  summer,  with  the  usual  success.  A  catalogue  of  tech- 
nical books  has  been  printed,  and  a  tentative  list  of  books  suitable 
for  the  older  girls  has  been  compiled.  Copies  of  the  Newark  list, 
"  One  thousand  of  the  best  novels,"  have  been  purchased  for  dis- 
tribution. 

Northampton.  Forbes  Librar5\  A  decrease  of  over  17  per  cent,  in 
the  circulation  of  printed  books  in  1906  was  almost  wholly  in  the 
circulation  of  fiction.  This  is  attributed  in  part  to  a  lessened  pur- 
chase of  current  novels,  "  as  few  have  been  of  sufficient  literary 
value,  or  of  sufficient  interest  in  plot,  to  justify  their  purchase," 
and  in  part  to  the  open  shelves,  which  "  led  many  to  choose  the 
more  serious  works."  The  circulation  of  pictures  was  largely  in- 
creased, especially  by  the  use  of  stereoscopic  views  by  the  children. 
There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  using  the 
library,  and  the  use  of  the  library  by  out-of-town  organizations  and 
by  individuals  throu^^h  the  inter-library  loan  system  has  been 
largely  extended.  Renewed  attention  is  being  given  to  the  en- 
largement of  the  collection  of  local  historical  manuscripts,  which 
is  already  of  great  impoi'tance  and  value.  A  great  lack  of  shelf 
room  is  seriously  hampering  the  work  of  the  library. 

North  Axdover.  The  new  library  building  was  opened  to  the  pubhc 
on  Nov.  4,  1907,  and  the  delivery  of  books  was  begun  on  November 
6.  It  is  the  gift  of  the  late  Hon.  Moses  T.  Stevens  and  his  wife, 
and  it  is  estimated  to  have  cost  about  $30,000.  It  stands  upon  a 
lot  of  about  41,000  square  feet,  at  the  comer  of  Main  and  Green 
streets,  and  is  a  one-story  structure  of  red  faced  brick,  with  granite 
trimmings.  From  the  vestibule,  entrance  is  given  by  rising  steps 
to  the  main  delivery  room,  which  is  lighted  by  a  large  stained-glass 
skylight.    From  this  room  access  is  had  to  the  librarian's  room,  the 
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children's  room  and  a  large  circular  reading  room.  The  reading 
room  and  the  children's  room  are  finished  in  stained  oak,  are  well 
lighted,  and  furnished  with  all  conveniences  for  reading  and  refer- 
ence. The  stack  room  is  furnished  with  a  stack  of  four  floors, 
installed  by  the  Art  Metal  Construction  Company  with  a  capacity 
of  12,000  volumes.  In  the  basement  is  a  circular  lecture  room, 
with  seats  for  about  125  persons.  The  building  is  a  memorial  to 
Captain  Nathaniel  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Hale  Stevens,  the  parents  of 
;Mr.  Stevens,  whose  portraits,  with  those  of  the  donors,  are  hung 
upon  the  walls.  In  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the  gift,  the  town 
is  to  appropriate  not  less  than  $1,200  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  librarj',  buildings  and  grounds,  the  administration 
of  which  is  vested  in  a  permanent  board  of  seven  trustees,  ap- 
pointed by  Mr.  Stevens,  which  is  empowered  to  fill  any  vacancy 
which  may  occur  therein.  The  name  of  the  library  has  been 
changed  from  the  North  Andover  Public  Library  to  the  Stevens 
Memorial  Library,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Pond  of  Belfast,  Me., 
has  been  chosen  librarian.  Mr.  Stevens  died  at  his  home  in  North 
Andover,  March  25,  1907,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years  and  five 
months. 

North  Attleborough.  Miss  Leda  J.  Thompson  resigned  as  librarian 
and  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss  Ada  M.  Perry.  The  New  Boston 
branch  is  continued,  and  books  are  sent  to  the  outlying  school  dis- 
tricts during  the  school  terms. 

NoRTHBOROUGH.  The  douor  of  the  library  building,  Cyrus  Gale,  has 
added  to  his  former  gifts  by  the  donation  of  an  apartment  house 
and  lot  of  land  on  Gale  Street  for  the  use  of  the  library. 

Oak  Blltffs.  This  library,  formerly  the  Cottage  City  Free  Public 
Librar\',  has  been  moved  to  larger  rooms  and  a  reading  room  has 
been  provided.  The  schools  make  good  use  of  the  library,  and 
more  interest  is  shown  by  the  public  than  formerly. 

Oakham.  The  bequest  of  Charles  A.  Fobes  of  Petersham  and  the 
gifts  of  Mrs.  Celia  E.  Fobes  of  Worcester  and  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Harriet  F.  Gifford  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  amounting  to  $10,000,  as 
before  reported,  have  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  Fobes  Memorial 
Libraiy  Building  on  land  given  by  Mrs.  Maria  T.  F.  Rugg  of 
Oakham.  The  new  building  is  of  one  story  and  is  built  of  field 
stone,  with  limestone  trinmiings.  It  contains  the  usual  rooms  for 
administration  and  public  use,  and  is  near  completion. 

Oxford.  The  people  have  availed  themselves  to  an  increased  degree 
of  the  advantages  afforded  them  in  the  conveniences  of  the  new 
building  as  a  place  of  quiet  reading,  and  there  has  been  an  increase 
of  interest  in  the  circulating  department.  In  the  selection  of  books 
for  purchase,  the  suggestions  of  patrons  are  gladly  received;  but 
as  a  protection  against  the  possible  oversight  of  any  lurking  danger 
to  taste  or  morals,  all  new  books  are  subjected  to  the  critical  ex- 
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amination  of  special  readers,  whose  opinions  govern  their  reteo- 
tion.  A  classified  finding  list,  covering  additions  made  since  1895, 
has  been  printed.  Several  portraits  of  prominent  citizens  of  the 
past  have  been  added  to  the  collection  hmig  upon  the  walls.  A 
newspaper  department  has  been  op>enedy  upon  the  table  of  whieh 
are  placed  the  principal  weekly  newspapers  of  the  county  and 
neighborhood.  In  response  to  a  frequently  expressed  suggestion, 
the  reading  rooms  have  been  opened  on  Sunday  afternoons  as  an 
experiment. 

Petersham.  The  affairs  of  the  library  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  con- 
dition. Two  entertainments  resulted  in  receipts  of  more  than  $100, 
available  for  books  of  reference  for  the  schools. 

PiTTSFiELD.  The  librarian  says :  "  The  small  library  of  duphcate 
fiction,  from  which  books  are  issued  at  a  rental  of  one  cent  a  day, 
has  proved  most  popular  and  successful.  It  is  the  only  plan 
known  to  me  by  which  libraries  of  moderate  means  can  fairly 
meet  the  demand  for  fiction  hot  from  the  griddle."  The  experi- 
ment of  a  daily  examination  of  all  books  before  and  after  delivery, 
after  a  trial  of  a  year,  has  proved  successful  "  beyond  our  most 
hopeful  anticipation,  and  will  be  continued."  It  has  resulted  in 
more  careful  handling  by  borrowers,  and  is  banishing  ragged  and 
dirty  books  from  the  shelves.  Valuable  gifts  of  books  for  the 
library  and  of  articles  for  the  museum  have  been  received. 

PLAiN\aLLE.  This  town,  which  lost  its  library  privileges  in  the  town 
of  Wrentham  by  its  incorporation  in  1905,  accepted  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  relating  to  libraries  at  its  annual  meeting  in  1906, 
and  allotted  a  room  in  the  new  school  building  for  the  uses  of  a 
public  library.  The  State  through  this  commission  has  furnished 
books  to  the  amount  of  $100  and  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  have 
given  $42. 

Plymouth.  The  librarian  writes :  "  The  library  has  taken  up  this 
year  the  work  of  preparing  special  lists  of  books,  and  has  already 
printed  a  textile  list,  posted  in  the  various  mills;  a  music  list,  dis- 
tributed to  music  teachers  and  others  interested  in  the  subject; 
and  we  have  other  lists  in  contemplation.  We  find  that  these  lists 
have  increased  the  circulation  of  books  not  largely  used  before, 
and  have  brought  new  patrons  to  the  library."  The  use  of  the 
reading  room  has  steadily  increased. 

Prescott.  The  public  schools  have,  practically,  unrestricted  use  of 
the  librar>%  both  at  the  main  room  and  the  branches. 

Provincetowx.  The  home  circulation  of  1906  showed  an  increase  of 
over  15  per  cent. 

QuiNCY.  At  the  close  of  1906,  Miss  Amelia  L.  Bumpus,  who  had  beai 
connected  with  the  library  since  its  establishment  in  1871,  and  for 
thirty  years  had  been  its  librarian,  resigned  her  position.     The 
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trustees  say :  "  Many  thanks  and  much  unvoiced  gratitude,  not 
onlj'  from  those  associated  with  her,  but  also  from  the  public  whom 
she  has  served  so  long  and  well,  go  with  her  into  her  well-earned 
retirement.  It  has  been  a  good  life  and  a  faithful  one."  Miss 
Alice  G.  White,  who  has  shared  with  Miss  Bumpus  the  responsi- 
bilities of  library  management,  has  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
"  The  library  building  having  become  inadequate  to  the  needs  of 
its  service,  Mr.  Albert  Crane,  with  unfailing  generosity  toward  the 
city,  has  already  matured  plans  for  an  addition  to  his  first  gift, 
the  present  beautiful  structure.  It  will  consist  of  a  wing  toward 
the  north,  thoroughly  equipped  with  the  latest  modem  conven- 
iences, the  upper  portion  to  be  used  as  a  stack  room,  and  the  lower 
for  a  children's  reading  room  and  stack  room.  The  plan  now  is 
for  the  books  to  be  entirely  removed  from  their  present  alcoves,  and 
the  entire  space  devoted  to  a  reading  room." 

Randolph.  There  was  an  increase  of  over  11  per  cent,  ii^  the  home 
circulation  of  1906.  "  No  department  has  met  with  a  readier  re- 
sponse in  librarian  and  student,  and  none  gives  greater  promise 
of  permanent  usefulness,  than  the  work  of  the  library  in  its  rela- 
tion to  the  public  school."  The  Hon.  J.  White  Belcher,  for  many 
years  president  of  the  trustees,  died  in  1906.  "  His  ability,  long 
experience  and  watchful  interest  over  the  affairs  of  this  institution 
were  universally  appreciated;  and  his  loss  was  keenly  felt  by  alL 
To  him  more  than  to  any  one  else,  except  the  public-spirited  donors 
for  whom  the  library  is  named,  is  the  town  indebted  for  the  excel- 
lent collection  of  literature  which,  freely  accessible  to  all,  affords 
abundant  material  for  instruction  and  recreation  to  the  citizens 
of  the  towTi." 

Reading.  The  plan  of  placing  accessions  upon  open  shelves  for  a 
limited  period  before  finally  locating  them  in  the  cases  has  been 
continued,  with  excellent  results.  The  age  limit  for  borrowers  has 
been  reduced  from  fourteen  years  to  ten  years,  and  has  resulted  in 
an  increase  of  the  juvenile  circulation. 

Re\'ere.  The  local  historical  department  is  being  enlarged  and  strength- 
ened by  the  collection  of  papei*s,  of  pictures  of  old  buildings,  past 
and  present,  and  in  other  ways.  Several  hundred  new  books  are 
being  added,  and  the  entii*e  library  is  being  catalogued.  Books 
desirable  for  reference  are  being  removed  from  the  stack  to  the 
reference  shelves,  which  will  make  that  department  of  greater  value 
to  the  schools. 

RocKPORT.  With  the  occupancy  of  the  new  library  building  in  1906, 
with  its  ample  space  and  its  reading  rooms,  a  fresh  stimulus  was 
given  to  this  library.  That  it  reaches  more  persons  than  at  any 
foi-mer  time  is  shown  b\^  the  increased  number  of  card  holders  and 
the  increased  circulation^  The  Pigeon  Cove  Library  has  received 
a  valuable  gift  of  books  from  William  Pearson. 
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Rutland.  The  library  has  been  reorganized  and  classified,  and  a  caU- 
logue  is  to  be  printed.  The  children's  books  have  been  set  apart 
and  placed  in  the  reading  room,  where  they  are  easy  of  access. 

Salem.  The  limitation  of  space  and  other  considerations  have  led  to 
the  discarding  of  several  hundred  volumes  which  had  outlived  their 
usefulness.  These  <books  were  little  read,  and  their  absence  will 
not  be  noticed,  while  their  room  is  needed  for  new  publications. 
With  the  payment  of  $500  in  1905,  the  trustees  have  received 
$1,750  on  the  bequest  of  $5,000  noted  in  the  report  of  1903.  It  is 
reported  that  the  will  of  Mrs.  Eliza  0.  Ropes  gives  to  the  librarv 
her  holdings  of  certain  electric  railroad  stocks. 

Sandisfield.  The  building  in  which  the  rented  room  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  library  was  situated  has  been  purchased  by  the  town, 
and  the  whole  building  has  been  remodeled  for  library  purposes. 

Sandwich.  A  much  needed  catalogue  has  been  printed.  Cases  of 
books  are  sent  to  East  Sandwich  and  Forestdale.  It  has  been  the 
intention  to  send  books  to  all  the  outlying  villages,  but  the  majority 
of  borrowers  in  those  districts  appear  to  prefer  to  get  books  di- 
rect from  the  library.  The  will  of  Nathaniel  Nye  of  Aubumdale, 
Mass.,  contains  a  bequest  of  $500  for  the  library.  Bequests  in  the 
wills  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Weston  of  Plymouth  will  result 
in  the  receipt  of  about  $40,000.  The  bequest  of  Mrs.  Weston  must 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  a  building, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Weston  may  be  used  towards  the  same  purposes 
or  may  be  invested  and  the  income  used  for  maintenance. 

Saugus.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  home  circulation  of  1906.  The 
usefulness  of  the  library  is  hindered  by  a  lack  of  room.  The  need 
of  a  reading  room  and  a  children's  room  is  apparent.  The  shelves 
are  cro\^'fled,  and  many  books  are  stored  elsewhere.  An  exhibition 
of  Indian  relics  found  in  Saugus  was  given  in  the  fall  of  1906, 
which  stimulated  the  boys,  and  many  additional  specimens  have 
been  found  by  them.  The  exhibition  is  to  be  repeated.  This,  as 
a  means  of  creating:  an  interest  in  local  history,  is  worthy  of  atten- 
tion in  many  towns  where  collections  may  readily  be  made. 

Seekoxk.  There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  circulation  of  1906,  and 
a  c:if t  of  $50  was  received  from  a  resident  of  the  town  who  desired 
to  be  nameless. 

Sharon.  Tliere  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library, 
especially  amonsr  the  children.  In  regard  to  the  purchase  of  fiction, 
the  trustees  say :  "  It  seems  desirable  to  exercise  some  restraint  in 
the  matter  lost  our  shelves  become  filled  with  waste  paper^  to  the 
crowdino:  out  of  literature."  Of  the  open  shelves  they  say:  "We 
all  know  the  pleasure  and  interest  we  derive  from  free  examina- 
tion of  books,  —  the  system  of.  open  shelves.  For  this  pleasure 
it  is  an  unfair  return  to  throw  the  bopks  into  confusion  in  replac- 
ing, and,  by  so  doing,  prevent  others  from  finding  a  desimL  vol- 
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ume.  Our  closely  arranged  stacks  undoubtedly  make  this  care 
difficult  but  it  is  all  the  more  necessary."  The  will  of  Elizabeth 
G.  Estey,  who  was  a  teacher  in  the  Henry  L.  Pierce  school  in 
Dorchester  for  many  years,  leaves  the  residue  of  her  estate  in  trust 
for  the  benefit  of  this  library;  one-half  is  to  be  known  as  the 
George  S.  Estey  Fund,  in  memory  of  the  father  of  the  testatrix, 
and  the  other  half  as  the  Elizabeth  B.  Hinckley  Fund,  in  memory 
of  an  aunt  of  the  testatrix.  The  income  of  the  latter  fund  is  to 
be  used  in  the  purchase  of  the  best  works  of  fiction. 

Shirley.  Especial  efforts  are  made  to  reach  the  foreign  population 
of  the  town.  The  pupils  of  the  public  schools  are  assisted  in  every 
possible  way,  special  privileges  are  given  to  the  teachers,  and  the 
librarian  is  always  at  their  service  as  far  as  possible. 

SoMERViLLE.  The  circulation  of  1906  showed  an  increase  of  nearly  5 
per  cent.,  and  the  use  of  fiction  was  slightly  less  than  70  per  cent., 
—  a  smaller  percentage  than  has  been  noted  for  several  years.  The 
distribution  was  made  through  six  stations  outside  of  the  main 
library;  books  were  furnished  to  eleven  Sunday  schools.  The  city 
has  accepted  the  offer  of  Andrew  Carnegie  of  $25,000  for  the 
building  of  a  branch  library  at  West  Somerville,  and  it  has  been 
decided  to  build  on  College  Avenue,  in  a  section  of  the  city  which 
has  heretofore  had  a  library  service  of  three  delivery  stations.  It 
is  proposed  to  withdraw  obsolete  books  from  the  general  collec- 
tion. The  librarian  says :  "  These  books  should  not  be  discarded, 
and  I  think,  upon  mature  reflection,  that  they  should  not  be  se- 
questered from  the  general  view  or  the  general  access  of  the 
public.  They  should  be  put  in  ranges  by  themselves,  open  to 
general  access ;  but  these  ranges  should  be  plainly  labeled  *  Obsolete 
Books,*  and  bear  a  placard  stating  that  they  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  general  stock  of  books  because  they  are  believed  to  be 
outdated,  and  consequently  untrustworthy  in  the  light  of  more 
recent  knowledge."  A  portion  of  the  trustees'  report  is  of  general 
interest,  and  is  of  value  in  its  connection  with  the  question  of  open 
shelves,  which  is  of  present  moment.  The  report  says:  "  The  sub- 
ject of  the  loss  of  books  in  consequence  of  throwing  open  the 
libraiy  alcoves  to  the  public  has  been  given  serious  attention  by 
the  trustees.  This  system  of  free  access  has  been  in  operation  for 
five  years,  and  has  added  greatly  to  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  the 
users  of  the  library:  indeed,  it  has  probably  been  the  subject  of 
more  public  commendation  than  any  other  policy  inaugurated  by 
the  trustees.  The  children's  library,  established  in  1898,  has 
always  been  open  to  its  users,  and  the  children  have  long  been  in 
the  habit  of  consulting  the  shelves  before  deciding  what  books  to 
select.  Doubtless,  both  of  these  classes  of  borrowers  would  be 
most  unwilling  to  relinquish  the  privileges  which  they  have  so 
long  enjoyed,  and  the  trustees  themselves  would  be  loath  to  take 
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the  long  step  backward  which  the  revocation  of  these  privily 
would  signify;  bnt  they  cannot  view  with  indifference  the  can- 
siderable  loss  of  books  which  this  system  entails.  One  hundred 
and  seventy-two  books  disappeared  from  the  children's  room  dur- 
ing the  year  1905.  Most  of  these  are  of  small  value,  and  thdr 
loss  will  not  be  greatly  felt ;  besides,  it  is  probable  that  many  have 
been  taken  thoughtlessly  by  careless  children;  but  the  same  exteo- 
uation  cannot  be  granted  to  those  who  have  removed  some  hun- 
dreds of  books  from  the  shelves  of  the  main  stack  rooms.  These 
include  works  from  every  department,  even  several  on  theology 
being  among  the  number.  It  is  probable  that  this  list  of  lost 
books  will  later  be  cut  down  from  25  to  50  per  cent. ;  nevertheless, 
in  spite  of  the  warning  that  a  citizen  of  Somerville  has  been  im- 
prisoned for  a  systematic  stealing  of  books,  in  spite  of  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  assistants  at  the  turnstiles,  and  of  the  police  officer  of 
the  building,  and  notwithstanding  that  the  perforating  stamp  of 
the  library  renders  the  books  abstracted  worthless  for  the  purpose 
of  sale,  —  the  fact  still  remains  that  some  in  the  community  are 
constantly  pilfering  from  the  shelves.  The  qu^tion  is,  shall  the 
privileges  of  the  many  be  revoked  or  curtailed  because  a  few  are 
unworthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  themt " 

SouTHBRiDGE.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  home  circulation  of  1906. 
The  reading  room  has  been  used  more  than  ever  before,  and  at 
times  there  are  not  enough  seats  for  the  readers.  The  study  clubs 
come  to  the  library  for  assistance  in  their  courses;  and  the  children 
of  the  schools  come  for  help  in  ftieir  studies.  The  crowded  con- 
dition of  the  libraiy  makes  it  difficult  to  permit  access  to  the 
popular  shelves.  Either  the  patrons  at  the  shelves  or  those  waiting 
at  the  desk  are  delayed  and  inconvenienced.  The  exhibitions  of  the 
Librar>^  Art  Club  have  proved  of  much  general  interest. 

South  Hadlew  The  new  Carnegie  building  in  the  village  of  South 
Had  ley  Falls  has  been  completed,  and  was  accepted  by  the  trustees 
ill  Augnst,  1907.  It  is  of  red  brick,  with  sandstone  trimmings, 
plastered  gables  and  a  slated  roof.  Its  dimensions  are  67  feet  by 
r)3  feet,  with  a  height  of  36  feet,  including  a  basement  of  8  feet. 
It  contains  the  usual  rooms  of  a  modern  library  building,  with  a 
stack  of  a  caj^acity  of  about  6,800  volumes,  which  may  be  doubled 
by  the  addition  of  a  second  story,  as  planned.  The  town  having 
failed  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  furnishing  of  the  build- 
ing, a  friend,  whose  name  is  withheld,  advanced  about  $2,000,  and 
the  building  was  opened  for  public  use  on  the  afternoon  of  De- 
cember 15.  There  was  no  public  dedication  or  exercises  comiected 
with  the  opening". 

Spencer.  Mrs.  Nellie  Cutter  Belcher,  who  had  been  librarian  for 
twenty-eight  years,  resigned  in  December,  1906,  and  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  ^Miss  Alice  W.  Curtis,  who  was  trained  for  library  work 
at  Mount  Holyoke  College.    Additional  shelf  room  has  been  made. 
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New  steel  stacks  have  been  put  in  place  of  the  old  wooden  cases, 
a  glass  floor  laid  on  top  and  the  old  cases  placed  above  the  floor. 
At  the  present  rate  of  increase  this  will  give  sufficient  shelf  room 
for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  A  larger  reading  room  is  desirable. 
Judge  Albert  W.  Curtis,  who  had  been  a  trustee  of  the  library 
for  eighteen  years,  died  March  20,  1907. 

Springfield.  "  The  past  year  [1906]  has  been  one  of  increasing  use- 
fulness in  all  departments  of  the  association.  The  Museum  of 
Natural  History  is  more  and  more  resorted  to  both  by  our  pupils 
in  the  public  schools  and  by  adults  of  scientific  education  and 
tastes.  The  Art  Museum,  which  already  has  an  international  repu- 
tation, is  every  day  becoming  more  truly  appreciated  and  enjoyed 
by  our  own  citizens.  Constantly  increasing  use  of  the  library  is 
being  made  by  all  classes  of  our  people,  as  is  shown  by  the  rising 
statistics  of  circulation,  and  no  less  by  the  important  work  in  the 
reference  section,  for  which  no  figures  are  available."  The  circu- 
lation of  the  year  showed  an  increase  of  11  per  cent.  Besides  the 
three  branches,  books  were  distributed  to  fifteen  minor  agencies 
and  to  two  hundred  and  forty-one  schoolrooms.  Andrew  Carnegie 
has  increased  his  gift  from  $150,000  to  $175,000,  and  plans  have 
been  elaborated  for  a  new  building,  the  erection  of  which  will  be 
begun  in  the  spring  of  1908.  The  successful  architect  in  the  com- 
petition was  Edward  Tj.  Tilton  of  New  York,  and  the  building  is 
estimated  to  cost  about  $300,000. 

Sterling.  Pupils  of  the  public  schools  who  bring  their  work  to  the 
library  are  assisted  by  the  librarian,  and  the  high  school  scholars 
use  the  reference  books  freely.  Teachers  are  allowed  such  books 
as  they  may  require,  and  may  keep  them  while  in  use,  without 
renewal. 

Stoneham.  The  attendance  and  use  of  the  library  in  1906  were 
larger  than  in  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  library.  The 
open-stack  system  has  become  a  fixed  usage.  The  adult  reading 
room  has  an  increasing  attendance  of  older  and  middle  aged  people, 
—  men  who  read  the  daily  papers. 

Stow.  In  the  circulation  for  home  use  and  the  number  of  card  holders 
there  was  a  «jri'atifying  increase  in  1906;  especially  was  there  a 
gain  in  the  use  of  juvenile  literature,  by  which  the  children  are 
cnltivatinjr  a  taste  for  good  reading,  slowly,  perhaps,  but  surely. 
A  list  of  books  for  high  school  use  has  been  prepared.  Henry 
Gates,  a  trustee  since  the  establishment  of  the  library,  died  Dec. 
25,  1906. 

Sunderland.  The  librarian  makes  note  of  the  value  of  indexes  to 
periodical  literature  to  small  libraries.  Poole's  abridged  and  the 
"  Readei-s'  Guide  "  are  in  use  here.  These  are  found  of  .value, 
not  only  as  affording  means  of  reference  to  the  files  which  the 
library-  possesses,  but  as  opening  the  whole  range  of  periodical 
literature,  to  which  any  6ne  may  have  access  with  little  trouble. 
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Swansea.  "  The  library  is  coostantlj  growing  more  valjai 
towti,  not  only  from  the  new  books  added  to  the  sbeiie".  I 
the  increaeing'  number  of  townspeople  who  are  beH'ini:.. 
and  thinkers."  The  two-book  system  has  been  iniriiij" 
weekly  delivery  at  South  Swansea  has  been  discoDibi!^; 
present,  and  books  are  now  delivered  at  three  omlvic.' 
Teachers  are  allowed  a.  number  of  books,  and  the  I'l 
assisted  by  the  librarian,  and  encouraged  in  the  use  v:  i 
books. 

Taunton.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  home  cimilaii  'i 
An  increase  in  the  circulation  of  works  of  nonfielioD  :;  i 
"  largely  to  Ihe  demand  for  works  of  reference  for  hnH'- 
for  the  works  of  science  and  for  current  periodieab." 
of  the  rcferciire  library  has  inrreased,  especially  on  tli- 
advanced  pupils  of  ihe  sehools.  Additions  are  printed  r: ' 
the  local  newspapers.  A  graded  list  of  books  for  tbf  ^> 
schools  is  appronchiiig  completioD.  "  This  work  will  W 
value  in  expediting  (lie  selection  of  books  for  home  readr , 
developing  Ihe  more  effective  relatkins  of  the  libnn 
school." 

TopSFiELD,  Special  facilities  have  been  given  to  the  pup  ^ 
town  schools  for  meeting  their  wants  in  connectioii  t- 
Btudies,  and  the  reference  department  has  been  eiten>i;- 
by  teachers  and  scholars.  The  shelving  capacity  of  The  r 
reached  its  limit.  A  bequest  of  $500  for  the  benefit  of  ib-- 
is  contained  in  the  will  of  Sarah  S.  Edwards  of  Haverhi] 

Tyringham.  a  card  catalogue  is  being  prepared.  An  exhibit  ■: 
STai)hs  of  the  works  of  the  old  masters,  loaned  by  iht  V. 
Education  Association,  and  one  of  New  England  bird?  b 
very  i>o))ular. 

UxBRiDCE.  A  small  but  healthy  increase  in  the  work  of  ibt 
in  Ihe  circulation  of  books,  the  use  of  the  reference  rwc ; 
reading  room  is  reported.  School  libraries  have  been  k^ 
at  North  T'xbridge  and  Wbeelocksville,  the  success  of  rbki  i 
to  justify  their  continuance.  Active  work  with  Ihe  sfi- 
been  continued,  with  good  results.  Talks  have  been  ;:: 
schoolrooms  to  interest  and  instruct  the  pupils  in  books.    . 
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Wakefield.  The  waiting  list  system  of  reserving  books  on  request, 
with  notification  by  mail,  has  been  continued  and  has  been  largely 
used.  The  circulation  at  the  Greenwood  branch  in  1906  was  nearly 
double  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  it  added  over  25  per  cent, 
to  the  total  circulation  of  the  library.  This  branch  was  formerly 
kept  in  the  teacher's  room  in  the  schoolhouse,  but  during  the  pres- 
ent year  a  room  in  the  basement  of  the  same  building  has  been 
finished  and  well  furnished  for  its  exclusive  use. 

Wales.  This  library  has,  as  yet,  no  room  of  its  own,  and  is  kept  in 
the  village  store,  but  for  a  small  library,  it  is  said  to  be  unusually 
well  selected.  A  useful  collection  of  one  hundred  volumes,  with  a 
handsome  brass  book-rack,  has  been  presented  in  memory  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dolliver  Johnson,  former  residents  of  Wales.  This  col- 
lection comprises  books  which  relate  directly  to  domestic  life  and 
others  which  tend  to  enlarge  the  interests  and  ideals  of  the  home. 

Walpole.  The  employment  of  a  permanent  assistant  has  done  much 
to  increase  the  elfective  power  of  the  library.  The  special  work 
of  the  children's  room  has  been  assigned  to  the  assistant,  and  her 
systematic  efforts  to  put  the  right  books  into  the  hands  of  the 
right  children  have  produced  gratifying  results.  Lists  of  books 
in  special  classes  have  been  made  accessible,  and  attractive  bulle- 
tins of  material  relating  to  various  days  and  seasons  have  been 
made.  Lists  of  questions  on  historical  events  celebrated  by  holi- 
days have  given  occasion  for  enthusiastic  competition,  and  in- 
creased the  demand  for  books  r-elating  to  the  several  events.  The 
proportion  of  juvenile  books  circulated  has  been  much  larger  than 
in  previous  years.  A  number  of  desirable  books  has  been  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  John  Capen,  and  exhibitions  of  views  furnished  by 
the  Woman's  Education  Association  have  been  given.  The  art 
photographs  owned  by  the  library  have  been  used  to  a  considerable 
extent,  ha^'iug  been  loaned  for  lectures  on  several  occasions.  To 
encourage  the  reading  of  books  of  a  solid  character,  borrowers  are 
not  limited  as  to  their  number. 

Waltham.  The  home  circulation  of  1906  was  less  than  in  any  year 
since  1901,  but  its  quality  was  slightly  improved,  the  loss  being 
wholly  in  the  department  of  fiction.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bill,  who  had 
been  connected  with  the  library  for  twenty-five  years,  and  was  its 
librarian  for  fourteen  years,  resigned  early  in  the  present  year. 
The  directors  in  July  elected  Harold  T.  Dougherty  as  her  suc- 
cessor. Mr.  Dougherty  was  for  a  few  years  an  assistant  in  the 
Cambridge  Public  Library,  and  since  1900  has  been  connected 
with  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Ware  HAM.  Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Harlow,  who  had  served  faithfully  as 
librarian  for  nearly  ten  years,  resigned  early  in  1906,  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  Miss  Alexina  P.  Burgess.  The  library  aims  to 
supply  all  of  the  necessary-  supplementary  reading  in  school  work. 
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A  larger  appropriation  has  made  it  possible  to  increase  its  use- 
fulness. 

Watertown.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  home  circalation  of 
1906.  **  There  has  been  a  steady  growth  in  the  use  of  the  library. 
This  growth  is  probably  greater  in  the  nse  of  the  building  and  the 
reading  rooms,  with  their  collections  of  reference  books  and  period- 
icals and  works  of  art,  of  which  no  exact  record  has  been  or  can 
be  taken,  than  in  the  niunber  of  persons  who  have  taken  out  cards 
and  who  have  taken  out  books  for  home  use."  A  bust  of  Keats, 
by  Miss  Annie  Whitney,  has  been  received  by  the  library. 

Waylaxd.  a  branch  library  and  reading  room  has  been  established  at 
Cochituate,  the  town  ha^'ing  appropriated  $1,000  for  that  purpose 
at  its  annual  meeting. 

Wellesley.     The  circulation  of  1906  showed  an  increase  of  nearlv  12 
per  cent,  over  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  an  increase  of  43 
per  cent,  since  1903.    The  trustees  say:  "We  deplore  what  seems 
to  us  the  undue  proportion  of  fiction  which  is  read.     The  ever- 
increasing  volume  of  such  works  and  the  demand  for  them  is  a 
growing  problem  for  all  library  officials.     Most  of  these  novels 
are  of  little  value.    To  fill  our  shelves  with  these  short-lived  books 
seems  unwise,  and  yet  it  would  seem  only  fair  that  the  best  of 
tliem  should  be  furnished  to  patrons  who  desire  them.     The  trustees 
have  endeavored  to  meet  the  difficulty  by  purchasing  outright  the 
best  new  fiction,  and  by  supplementing  this  with  books  procured 
from  parties  who  loan  them  to  the  library  with  the  privil^e  of 
frequent  exchange.    To  purchase  all  the  new  works  of  fiction  which 
are  asked  for  would  involve  a  large  expense,  and  would  lead  to  a 
rapid  accumulation  of  a  mass  of  practically  worthless  books." 

Wendell.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  White  resigned  as  librarian  in  May  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  Miss  Marion  E.  Whitney.  Books  have  been 
loaned  to  the  public  and  Sunday  schools  in  the  center  district. 
More  room  has  become  a  necessity. 

WEXiiA:xr.  There  is  ai>  increasing  interest  in  the  library  among  the 
yoinijir  people  of  the  town,  and  books  suitable  for  their  use  have 
included  nearly  one-lialf  of  those  purchased.  A  room  in  the  town 
lionse,  vacated  by  the  jxrammar  school,  has  been  fitted  with  stacks 
and  fui-niture,  and  the  librarv  was  moved  to  it  towards  the  close 
of  the   ])resent   year. 

Wf:sTi!OKOU(;rT.  The  new  libraiy  building,  a  description  of  which  was 
pven  in  the  report  of  last  year,  is  nearing  completion  and  will 
])robably  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  the  spring.  It  was  to 
cost,  by  the  vote  of  the  town,  not  over  $28,000,  but  the  character 
of  the  g-round  was  found  to  be  such  that  a  farther  expenditure  of 
nearly  .f2,000  was  necessary  for  excavating,  refilling  and  obtaining 
a  suitable  foundation. 
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West  Brookfield.  Miss  Florence  A.  Johnson,  after  a  service  of  seven 
years,  resigned  in  September,  1906,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss 
Mary  P.  Foster.  The  Newark  system  of  charging  has  been 
adopted,  with  good  results. 
'  Westfield.  Herbert  W.  Denio  resigned  as  librarian  early  in  1907, 
and  has  been  succeeded  by  George  L.  Lewis,  who  assumed  the  po- 
sition in  July.  The  branch  at  Mundale  has  been  temporarily  closed, 
and  a  deposit  station  has  been  established  at  Pochassic.  The  old 
library  building  has  been  sold  for  $3,500,  and  the  sum  received  has 
been  made  a  permanent  fund,  under  the  name  of  the  Hiram  Har- 
rison Fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  defraying  expenses. 

Westford.  a  valuable  painting  has  been  presented  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memorj'  of  the  late  Prof.  William  E.  Frost,  a  former  chairman  of 
the  trustees.  A  modification  of  the  Browne  system  of  charging 
has  been  introduced. 

Westminster.  The  circulation  of  1906  showed  a  gratifying  increase 
of  about  26  per  cent.  Additional  stacks  have  been  provided  for 
the  purpose  of  making  accessible  the  State  and  government  reports. 

Weston.  A  bequest  of  $2,000  has  been  received  by  the  will  of  Mrs. 
Abbie  J.  Steams,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase 
of  books.  In  addition  to  his  annual  salary  of  $100  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  selectmen,  which  he  has  given  the  library  for 
seventeen  years  in  succession,  Francis  Blake  has  given  the  val- 
uable set  of  Sargent's  "  Silva  of  North  America,"  at  a  cost  of 
$350.  A  number  of  sets  of  stereoscopic  views  have  been  purchased 
for  use  in  the  library,  but  they  may  be  taken  out  at  the  discretion 
of  the  librarian. 

Westport.  Westport  Public  Library.  This  library  has  been  given 
the  use  of  a  building  formerly  occupied  by  a  primary  school  and 
additional  shelf  room  is  being  furnished.  A  special  school  de- 
livery has  been  maintained,  and  it  is  intended  to  place  reference 
books  and  proper  fiction  in  the  schoolrooms.  Exhibitions  of  photo- 
graphs have  been  given  from  time  to  time. 

Westport  Point  Library.     This  library  has  steadily,  but  slowly, 
increased  the  number  of  its  volumes,  its  readers  and  its  circulation. 

West  Springfield.  The  home  circulation  of  1906  showed  an  increase 
of  over  14  per  cent.  The  trustees  say:  "There  has  been  some 
criticism  because  of  the  prominence  of  works  of  fiction;  but  one 
has  only  to  inspect  the  shelves  to  realize  that  .the  reading  public  is 
}>rovided  with  the  l)est  that  the  means  at  hand  can  command  in 
jiootry,  histoiy,  essays,  travels,  religion  and  science." 

West  Stockbrtdge.  The  increasing  interest  in  the  library  shown  by 
the  townspeople  is  gratifying  to  both  librarian  and  trustees.  A 
branch  library  has  been  opened  in  the  grange  hall  at  West  Center, 
which  senes  many  who  are  unable  to  get  books  in  any  Other  way. 
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Westwood.  There  has  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  home  cireula- 
tion,  and  the  library  is  becoming  appreciated  b^ft  the  citizens  as 
time  goes  on.  The  will  of  Howard  Colbum  of  Westwood  gives 
$2,000  to  this  library,  to  be  known  as  the  Colbum  Library  Fund, 
and  its  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

Weymouth.  Fogg  Library.  Teachers  of  the  public  schools  may  take 
ten  boolis  and  retain  them  for  a  month.  Lists  of  books  are  fre- 
quently sent  to  the  several  grades  in  the  schools,  and  books  on 
special  subjects  are  placed  on  convenient  shelves  for  the  use  of 
the  pupils. 

East  Weymouth.  It  is  reported  that  the  will  of  Silas  C.  Dizer 
of  Hingham,  a  native  of  East  Weymouth,  contains  a  bequest  of 
$50,000  for  the  building  of  a  library,  to  be  known  as  the  Silas  G. 
Dizer  Memorial. 

Tufts  Library.  Students'  cards,  on  which  ten  books,  for  special 
study,  may  be  taken,  are  given  to  any  resident  of  the  town.  Many 
technical  books  are  needed  to  meet  the  demands  of  students,  me- 
chanics and  others,  and  there  is  a  call  for  more  Tocal,  instrumental 
and  organ  music.  Three  of  the  leading  trustees  of  the  library  died 
in  1906. 

Whately.  An  improved  system  of  charging  books  has  been  intro- 
duced,  and  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
borrowers. 

Whitman.  The  new  town  hall  and  library  building^  was  dedicated 
Dec.  10,  1907,  with  addresses  by  several  clergymen  and  others  and 
an  original  poem  by  Mrs.  L.  I.  Greeley.  It  cost  $150,000,  and  is 
located  on  South  Avenue,  in  the  center  of  the  town.  It  is  two 
stories  in  height,  and  is  of  brick  and  stone  construction.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  main  hall  and  library  department,  it  contains  a  banquet 
hall  and  the  usual  offices  for  civic  administration. 

WiLBRAHAM.  After  the  removal  to  North  Wilbraham,  as  noted  in  the 
rei)ort  of  last  year,  the  old  ledger  system  of  charging  was  aban- 
doned and  the  Browne  system  adopted.  During  the  winter,  Stod- 
dard's lecture  pictures  were  exhibited  by  instalments,  and  time 
was  taken  to  explain  them  to  the  children.  This  was  so  successful 
that  tlie  superintendent  of  schools  has  asked  that  it  be  repeated. 
A  suitable  place  for  a  reading  room  is  most  needed. 

WiLiJA^iSBCRG.  The  trustees  of  the  Meekins  Memorial  Library  were 
incorporated  in  April  of  the  present  year  as  the  Meekins  Library. 
The  library  is  in  a  i)ros]ierous  condition,  and  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  its  use.  The  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools 
use  the  library  freely,  and  are  allowed  to  retain  books  as  long  as 
thev  are  needed. 

Hay  den  vi  He  Public  Libran'.     This  library,  which  receives  town 
approi>riations,  reports  that  one-half  of  the  circulation  is  taken 
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by  the  pupils  of  the  schools  in  the  village ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
library  may  be  made  of  more  use,  both  to  the  schools  and  em- 
ployees of  the  shops,  in  the  early  future. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.  Williamstown  Public  Library.  The  circulation  of 
1906  was  the  largest  during  the  last  ten  years,  exceeding  that  of  the 
previous  year  by  over  21  per  cent.  The  trustees  say :  "  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  this  gain  has  been  made  in  spite  of  the  con- 
stant increase  in  current  literature  and  its  distribution  among  the 
people  through  individual  purchase  and  private  clubs." 

Wilmington.  The  library  supplies  to  a  considerable  extent  the  literary 
needs  of  the  townspeople.  Books  have  been  purchased  to  assist 
pupils  in  their  school  work. 

WiNCHENDON.  The  town  has  purchased  a  site  for  a  library  building, 
but  at  present  no  further  action  has  been  taken. 

Winchester.  There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  circulation  of  1906, 
apparently  caused  by  the  removal  of  a  local  industry.  A  room  in 
the  second  story  has  been  taken  for  a  children's  room,  which  has 
relieved  the  reading  and  stack  rooms  of  the  confusion  caused  by 
the  gathering  of  the  children.  The  experiment  of  buying  new 
fiction  in  sheets,  and  binding  it  in  materials  more  durable  than  are 
used  for  trade  stock,  is  pro^'ing  a  success. 

WiNTHROP.  There  was  a  gain  of  nearly  6  per  cent,  in  the  circulation 
of  1906.  The  children\s  room  has  been  well  patronized,  but  more 
space  for  books  and  for  the  children  is  needed  to  secure  the  best 
results  in  that  department.  Anniversaries  of  important  events  have 
been  noticed  by  the  exhibition  of  portraits  and  views,  and  of  books 
relating  to  the  subjects  in  hand.  The  collection  of  relics  and  other 
matter  of  a  local  and  historical  nature  increases  each  year  from 
donations  from  residents  and  from  people  in  other  places. 

WoBURN.  Woburn  Public  Library.  John  M.  Harlow,  M.D.,  who  had 
been  a  trustee  for  many  years,  died  May  13,  1907.  His  will  con- 
tains a  bequest,  which  it  is  supposed  will  amount  to  about  $35,000, 
to  which  the  library  will  be  entitled  upon  the  decease  of  Mrs. 
Harlow.  '^  The  income  of  this  fund  may  be  used  to  procure  books 
and  especially  valuable  standard  works  for  the  purchase  of  which 
the  available  funds  of  the  library  would  not  otherwise  be  sufficient; 
or  it  may  be  used  to  maintain  courses  of  lectures  upon  such  sub- 
jects as  will  best  promote  the  higher  education  of  teachers  and 
others  interested  in  the  subjects  taught.'' 

Eunice  Thompson  Memorial  Library.  This  library  was  opened 
to  the  public  in  February  of  the  present  year.  The  building,  which 
was  designed  by  J.  Lawrence  Berry  of  Boston,  is  treated  in  the 
English  half-timbered  style,  with  the  underpinning  and  gables  of 
local  field  stone,  and  the  wood  work  with  battens  and  plaster 
panels.     The  large  gable  windows  and  the  casements  give  ample 
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lighting  to  the  interior,  and  the  hooded  pK>rch  is  a  pleasing  en- 
trance to  the  building.  The  exterior  wood  work  is  of  cypress,  old 
oak  stained,  which,  with  the  ligkt-eolored  plaster  panels  and  the 
red  roof,  makes  a  pleasing  building  for  a  rustic  and  country  land- 
scape. In  the  interior  there  is  a  reading  room  on  either  side  of 
the  delivery  hall,  with  facilities  for  thirty-two  persons,  and  wall 
shelves  with  a  capacity  of  about  2,000  volunies.  Specially  designed 
furniture  in  oak  is  provided,  and  the  electric  fixtures  are  in  old 
hammered  iron. 

Worcester.    A   new    department,   the    Arts    Department,    has   been 
created,  which  will  care  for  photographs,  engravings  and  music, 
and  will  superintend  the  giving  of  exhibitions.    An  Exhibition  giv^ 
during  home  week   gave   representations  of   men,    buildings  and 
views  of  Worcester  in  the  past.    A  few  weeks  before  the  schools 
cjosed  there  were  placed  on  the  walls  of  the  art  room  the  pictures 
contained  in  a  printed  list  prepai*ed  by  the  Worcester  Public  School 
Art  League,  and  printed  by  the  school  conmiittee,  which  enumerated 
pictures  suitable  for  the  decoration  of  schoolrooms.     This  exhibi- 
tion accomplished  its  purpose  in  enabling  children  to  make  good 
selections  for  gifts  to  be  left  in  schoolrooms  at  graduation.     A 
useful  catalogue  of  books  in  the  children's  department,  of  235 
j)ages,   has   recently   been   issued,   which,   besides    an   author-title 
index,  contains  a  selected  subject  list  for  the  use  of  teachers,  and 
lists  of  magazines  and  reference  books  in  the  children's  room. 
There  are  also  short  lists  of  graded  books  for  home  reading  for 
the  school  grades  of  from  five  to  nine  inclusive,  on  the  contents 
of  which  children  are  examined.    The  Newark  charging  system  has 
been  introduced  into  the  circulating  department,  it  having  proved 
most  satisfactory  in  the  children's  department.    Two  new  delivery 
stations  have  been  established,  there  now  being  ten  in  operation. 
Under  a  misapprehension,  these  were  rated  as  branches  in  former 
reports.     Books  are  delivered  and  taken  from  these  stations  on 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

Yarmouth.  Free  Social  Library.  This  library  is  in  better  condition 
than  ever  before.  "  The  question  of  combining  the  interests  of  the 
public  schools  with  those  of  the  library  has  been  solved  by  placing 
in  the  schools  books  that  may  be  of  help  to  the  pupils  and  teachers. 
It  has  been  found  that  children  will  read  books  in  school  that  they 
would  ne\er  take  from  the  library,  and  by  this  means  we  can 
;^radually  assist  in  educating  them  to  a  higher  class  of  reading.** 
The  library  is  being  opened  for  two  hours  on  Sunday  afternoons. 
The  success  or  failure  of  the  experiment  will  be  proved  by  a 
lonpfcr  trial. 
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LiBBABIEfi    AIDBD. 

In  addition  to  the  large  volume  of  correspondence  and  advice 
given  during  the  year,  the  commission  has  materially  aided  38 
of  the  smaller  libraries. 

Education  of  Librarians. 

Five  librarians  were  aided  in  attending  the  Summer  Library 
School  of  Simmons  College.  The  ladies  who  had  the  benefit  of 
this  instruction  had  sufficient  experience  in  library  work  to  re- 
ceive the  largest  amoimt  of  profit  from  it,  and  were  very  en- 
thusiastic in  their  appreciation  of  the  opportunity  which  had 
been  offered  them.  This  has  thus  far  proved  one  of  the  most 
satisfactory  results  of  the  new  law. 

Aid  in  Cataloguing. 

The  commission  has  used  the  limited  means  at  its  command 
to  stimulate  the  towns  to  appreciate  and  carry  on  the  library 
work.  It  has  furnished  the  necessary  cards  and  catalogue  , 
cases  in  5  towns  in  which  the  librarians  and  other  interested 
persons  have  undertaken  to  make  the  simple  catalogue  needed. 
In  two  cases  a  special  expert  has  been  provided  for  a  limited 
time,  to  give  elementary  instruction  in  the  preparation  of  a 
catalogue. 

Dictionaries,  Encyclopaedias,  etc. 

Dictionaries  or  encyclopeedias  have  been  furnished  to  about 
20  towTis,  and  are  gratefully  appreciated.  The  poor  towTis 
which  can  ill  afford  $15  a  year  appropriation  for  their  libraries 
cannot  purchase  these  expensive,  indispensable  books.  In  a  few 
cases  miscellaneous  books  of  a  popular  and  instructive  character 
have  been  supplied  where  the  necessity  seemed  urgent. 

Books  given. 

About  1,000  volumes  which  have  been  given  to  the  commis- 
sion for  the  purpose  have  been  distributed  by  the  commission  to 
19  libraries.  The  commission  is  grateful  to  receive  gifts  for 
this  purpose.     The  amount  of  money  expended  by  private  in- 
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dividuals  who  have  been  interested  in  the  work  of  this  commis- 
sion will  protably  never  be  known.  It  is  even  doubtful  whether 
the  givers  realize  how  large  the  amoimt  has  been*  The  great 
advantage  which  the  smaller  libraries  have  received  from  these 
gifts  cannot  be  formulated  in  any  statistics.  The  cheer,  recrea- 
tion and  instruction  which  they  have  brought  to  the  rural  homes 
are  among  the  treasures  of  the  family  fireside. 

Other  Aids. 

The  commission  has  acted  as  purchasing  agent  for  some  of 
the  libraries  whose  means  are  limited,  in  order  to  insure  the 
best  books  and  the  most  of  them  for  their  money.  It  also  fu^ 
nishes  free  borrowers'  cards  when  desired. 

It  will  loan  books  to  small  libraries  when  desired  for  special 
use  or  study,  and  has  answered  a  few  calls  of  this  nature  during 
the  year. 

The  Expenditures  for  the  Year. 

The  following  statement  shows,  as  required  by  law,  the  total 
amount  expended  by  the  commission  for  the  year :  — 

Appropriation  for  aid  to  libraries, $2,000  00 


Expended  from  this  for  instruction  and  cataloguing, 
For  books  under  the  law  of  1890, 
For  books  under  the  law  of  1900, 
Catalogue  cases  and  cards  for  5  libraries. 
Printing  and  postage,        .... 
Preparation  of  statistics,  .... 
10,000  library  cards,  .... 

Typewriting, 

Work  on  library  map,       .... 
A.  L.  A.  New  book  list,     .... 
Tuition  expenses  for  five  librarians  at  Simmons  College, 
Dictionaries,    encyclopiedias    and    other    books    for    various 
libraries,         .......... 


$54  74 

90  40 

100  09 

109  72 

124  36 

100  00 

23  39 

8  50 

150  00 

156  24 

253  64 

653  29 


Total, $1,824  37 

Leaving  a  balance  unexpended  of 175  63 


$2,000  00 
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Appropriation  for  expenses, $700  00 

Paid  from  this  for  printing  annual  report,         ....  $185  28 

Printing,  expressage  and  postage, 127  55 

S.  S.  Green,  travelling  expenses, 54  91 

Total, $367  74 

Leaving  a  balance  unexpended  of 332  26 


$700  00 

Advisory  Visitobs. 

The  board  of  advisory  visitors  referred  to  in  the  last  report 
has  been  organized  by  Miss  Katharine  P.  Loring,  and  the  com- 
mission has  received  about  fifty  reports  from  the  visitors.  These 
reports  give  information  relative  to  the  condition  and  needs  of 
the  libraries,  and  the  visitors  make  suggestions  upon  which  the 
commission  has  been  able  to  give  help  in  the  places  and  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  most  needed.  The  reports  have  been 
clear,  graphic  and  concise,  many  of  them  models  in  style  and 
manner.  The  library  authorities  most  heartily  welcome  these 
visits,  and  receive  much  encouragement  from  them.  It  is  one 
of  the  indications  of  the  library  spirit  in  which  the  Common- 
wealth should  take  pride  that  these  ladies  freely  and  gladly 
give  their  time  and  services,  a  service  which  salaried  compensa- 
tion could  not  command. 

Woman's  Education  Association. 

Travelling  Libraries. 

The  commission  again  gratefully  acknowledges  the  aid  of  the 
Woman's  Education  Association  of  Boston,  especially  in  carry- 
ing on  the  system  of  travelling  libraries  wherever  they  are 
needed  in  the  Commonwealth.  They  now  have  58  libraries,  con- 
taining 1,722  volumes,  and  have  circulated  during  the  year 
5,061  volumes  in  56  towns  and  villages.  The  localities  receiv- 
ing the  benefit  of  these  libraries  are  as  follows :  — 
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AciiRhnet, 

Hyannis, 

Petersham, 

Alford, 

Knightville, 

Plainfield, 

Annisquam, 

Tiakeville, 

Rowe, 

AsRonet, 

Leverett, 

Russell, 

Bedford, 

Littleville, 

Rutland, 

Bradford, 

Magnolia, 

Sandisfield, 

Chilmark, 

Medfield, 

Somerset, 

Colrain, 

Middleton, 

Swift  River, 

Concord, 

MiUer^s  Falls, 

Tyringrham, 

Dana, 

Monroe  Bridge, 

Wales, 

Duxbiiry, 

Monterey, 

VValpole, 

Ea«t  Freetown, 

New  Marlborough, 

Washington, 

Farley, 

North  Chester, 

WendeU, 

Florida, 

Oakham, 

West  Ciiinniing+nnj 

Goshen, 

Orange, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Groveland, 

Otis, 

West  Worthington. 

Hancock, 

Oxford, 

Whately, 

Heath, 

Pax  ton. 

Wheelwrigrht, 

Huntington, 

Pelham, 

Windsor. 

Ten  of  these  libraries  are  juvenile  libraries,  which  are  alway? 
popular,  and  15  others  are  of  a  special  character.  One  hundred 
and  thirty-one  exhibitions  of  pictures  have  been  given  by  the 
association  in  96  different  places.  The  sets  include  romantic 
natural  scenery,  photographs  of  works  of  art,  pictures  of  Xew 
England  birds,  and  other  subjects.  All  this  work  is  very  highly 
welcomed  and  appreciated  by*  the  libraries,  especially  in  the 
smaller  to^vnis.  Three  members  of  the  library  committee  of 
this  association  made  the  annual  library  trip  to  a  number  of  the 
smaller  libraries  in  the  western  portion  of  the  State,  detailed 
reports  of  which  have  been  made  to  the  commission. 


Library  Art  Club. 

The  Library  Art  Club  now  has  102  members  and  its  exhibits 
number  103 ;  they  have  circulated  1,409  times  during  the  ye^ir. 
Among  the  new  exhibits  are  Japanese  color  prints,  Whittiers 
w^orks,  Boydell's  Shakespeare,  Jamaica,  southern  coast  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Eighteenth  Century  color  prints.  These  exhibits 
have  proved  of  great  advantage  to  the  libraries  and  have  at- 
tracted many  visitors. 
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Library  Statistics. 

The  carefully  prepared  library  statistics  which  are  appended 
to  this  report  are  worthy  of  careful  study.  It  must  constantly 
be  borne  in  mind  that  these  statistics  deal  only  with  our  free 
public  libraries,  —  those  which  are  free  to  circulate  to  every 
man,  woman  and  child,  —  and  do  not  include  large  association 
libraries,  like  the  Boston  Athenseum  and  the  college  libraries,  — 
the  libraries  of  these  omitted  classes  numbering  over  2,000,000 
volumes. 

In  1894-95  there  were  3,139,637  bound  volumes  in  our  free 
public  libraries;  in  1900-01  there  were  4,221,290  volumes,  and 
in  1906-07  the  number  of  volumes  was  5,227,316.  In  1894-95 
the  circulation  was  6,267,061 ;  in  1900-01  it  was  8,221,641, 
and  in  1906-07  it  was  9,381,809. 

It  is  stated  that  the  average  free  circulation  of  books  for 
each  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  1,855 
volumes,  and  in  Wisconsin  it  is  not  far  from  1,000  to  1,000, 
and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  only  half  the  libraries  in- 
cluded in  the  statistics  of  New  York  are  free  lending  libraries. 

In  Massachusetts  the  free  public  libraries  alone  circulate 
3,127  volumes  to  every  1,000  of  population,  or  3^^%ooo  vol- 
umes to  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  State.  The  circula- 
tion per  individual  in  1894-95  was  2^<^%ooo  and  in  1900-01  it 
was  2^''^%ooo,  showing  a  liealthy  and  steady  growth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  B.  TTLLINGHAST, 
ELIZABETH  P.  SOHIER, 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN, 
DELORAINE  P.   COREY, 
MABEL  SIMPKINS  AGASSIZ, 

Commissioners. 
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Appendix  II. 


NAMES 


OF 


FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARIES 


AND 


NAMES  OF  LIBRAEIANS. 


BLIC  LIBRARIES  AND  NAMES 
LIBRARUNS. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


AbingtoQ. 

North  Abingian, 
Acton, 
Acushnet, 

Long  Plain,     . 
Adams, 
Agawam,  . 

FeediriQ  HUU, 

MiUine<»ffue,    . 
Alford. 
Amesbury, 
Amherst,   . 

North  Amherst, 
Andover,   . 
ArUzurton, 

Arlington  Heights, 
Ashbumham, 
Ashby, 
Ashfield,     . 

South  Ashfield, 

Baptist  Comer, 
Ashland,    . 
Athol, 

Attleborough, 
Auburn,     . 
Avon, 
Ayer, 
Barnstable. 

CenterviUe, 

CotuU,    . 
Hyannis, 

Marston*s  MtUs, 

OeterviUe, 
Barre, 
Becket, 
Bedford,    . 
Belchertown, 
Bellingham, 
Behnont,    . 
Berkley,     . 
Berlin. 

South  Berlin, 
Bernards  ton, 
Beverly,  . 

Beverly  Farms, 

North  Beverly, 
Billerica,    . 

North  Billerica, 
Blackstone, 
Blandford, 

North  Blandford, 
Bolton. 
Boston,     . 

Brighton, 

Charlestown,    . 

Dorchester, 

East  Boston,    . 

Jamaica  Plain, 

Roxbury, 

South  Boston, 

South  End,       . 

Upham's  Comer, 

West  End, 

West  Roxbury, 
Bourne, 

Boxborough, 
Boxford.    . 
West  Boxford, . 


Abington  Public  Library, 

Nortn  Abington  Branch, 

Acton  Memorial  Libranr. 

Acushnet  Free  Public  Library, 

Long  Plain  Branch, 

Adams  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Agawam  Free  Public  Library, 

Feeding  Hills  Branch,   . 

Mittineague  Branch, 

Alford  Free  Town  Library,     . 

Amesbury  Public  Library, 

Amherst  Town  Library, 

North  Amherst  Public  Library, 

Memorial  Hall  Library, 

Robbins  Library, 

Arlington  Heights  Reading  Room, 

Ashbumham  Public  Library, 

Ashby  Free  Public  Library.   • 

Ashfield  Library  Association, 

South  Ashfield  Branch, 

Baptist  Comer  Branch, 

Ashland  Public  Library. 

Athol  Free  Public  Library, 

Attleborough  Public  Library, 

Auburn  Free  Public  Library, 

Avon  Free  Public  Library, 

Ayer  Library,        ... 

Sturgis  Library,    ... 

CenterviUe  Free  Public  Library  As- 
sociation. 

Cotuit  Public  Library,  . 

Hyannis  Free  Public  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 

Marston's  Milb  Public  Library, 

Osterville  Public  Library, 

Barre  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Becket  Athensum. 

Bedford  Free  Public  Library, 

Clapp  Memorial  Library, 

Bellingham  Free  Public  Library, 

Belmont  Public  Library, 

Berkley  Public  Library, 

Berlin  Free  Public  Library,    . 

South  Berlin  Branch,     . 

Cushman  Library. 

Beverly  Public  Library, 

Beverly  Farms  Branch, 

North  Beverly  Branch, . 

Bennett  Public  Library, 

Talbot  Library.     . 

Blackstone  Public  Library,     . 

Porter  Memorial  Librarv. 

North  Blandford  Branca, 

Bolton  Public  Library, 

Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston 

Brighton  Branch. 

Charlestown  Branch, 

Dorchester  Branch. 

East  Boston  Branch. 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch, 

Roxbury  Branch, 

South  Boston  Branch.  . 

South  End  Branch. 

LTpham's  Comer  Branch, 

West  End  Branch, 

West  Roxbury  Branch. 

Jonathan  Bourne  PubUc  Library, 

Boxborough  Free  Public  Library, 
Boxford  Public  Librarv, 
West  Boxford  PubUc  Library, 


Helen  M.  Hunt. 
Gertrude  M.  Gleason. 
Arthur  F.  Davis. 
Elsie  Collins. 

Mrs.  Sophronia  W.  Veacie. 
Lucy  C.  Richmond. 
Ralph  Perry. 
Samuel  Newell  Smith. 
Julia  E.  Tower. 
Mrs.  Rachel  E.  Ploes. 
Alice  C.  Follansbee. 
Mary  M.  Robinson. 
Emma  H.  Parsons. 
Edna  Adelaide  Brown. 
Elizabeth  Jane  Newton. 
M.  Macie  Seabury. 
Lona  M.  Davis. 
Eliza  A.  Kendall. 
Julia  A.  WilUams. 
Mrs.  Charles  Day. 
Mrs.  Houghton  Smith. 
Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Arnold. 
Mrs.  May  Alice  Cook. 
Eugenia  May  Henry. 
Abby  Brewer  Shuie. 
Matthew  Wilton  Smith. 
S.  Adelaide  Blood. 
Elizabeth  Crocker  Nye. 
Rose  Alma  Hallett. 

EflBe  D.  Burlingame. 
Elfleda  Jenkins  Bradford. 

Lillie  C.  Backus. 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Crocker. 
Carrie  Emily  Read. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Millard. 
Fannie  A.  Wood. 
Lydia  A.  Barton. 
Bertha  Franklin. 
Florence  E.  Whitcher. 
Julia  R.  Burt. 
Alice  E.  Babcock. 
Harry  Fay. 

Mrs.  Marv  Wilder  Hills. 
Martha  Putnam  Smith. 
Lillian  A.  Culbert. 
Benjamin  Roberts. 
Emma  M.  Whitford. 
Lillie  Bottomley. 
Timothy  E.  Curran. 
Hattie  Parks  Herrick. 
Mrs.  Howard  C.  Waite. 
Fidelia  C.  Newton, 
Horace  G.  Wadlin. 
Louise  Prouty. 
Elizabeth  F.  Cart^. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.  Reed. 
Ellen  O.  Walkley. 
Mary  P.  Swain. 
Helen  M.  Bell. 
Alice  M.  Robinson. 
Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 
Mary  L.  Brick. 
Mrs.  Eliza  R.  Davis. 
Carrie  L.  Morse. 
Mrs.  Edith  Florence  Nicker- 

son. 
Mrs.  Mabel  P.  Robbins. 
Volunteers. 
Nellie  Spofford. 
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CxTiBs  AND  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Boylaton,  . 
Braintree, 
Brewster,  . 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Catnpello, 

MonteUo, 
Brookfield, 

East  Brookfidd, 
Brookline, . 
Buckland. 
Burlington, 
Cambridge, 

East  Cambrtdpt, 

North  Camhrtdge, 
Canton, 
Carlisle, 
Carver, 

SotUh  Carver, 

East  Carver, 

West  Carver, 

Bates  Pond. 

North  Carver, 
Charlemont, 
Charlton,   . 
Chatham,  . 

Chelmsfprd, 

North  Chdmtford, 

Chelsea,  . 

Cheshire,    . 

Chester. 

Chesterfield, 

West  Chesterfield, 

Chicopee,  . 

Chicopee  Falls, 
WUlimansett,  . 

Chilmark,  . 

Clarksburg. 
Briggsvule, 
HoughtonvtUe, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset,   . 

Colrain, 

Christian  Hill. 
Concord,    , 
Conway,     . 
Cummington, 
Dalton, 
Dana, 

North  Dana,    . 
Danvers,    . 
Dartmouth, 

South  Dartmouth, 

North  Dartmouth, 

Dedham,    . 
Oakdale, 
East  Dedham, 

Deerfield.  . 

South  Deerfield, 
Mill  River, 
East  Deerfield, 
South  Wisdom, 
North  Wisdom, 
Deerfield, 

Dennis, 
Dighton,    . 


Boylston  Public  Library, 

Thayer  Public  Library, 

Brewster  Ladies'  Library  Assoda- 

tion. 
Bridgewater  Public  Library, 
Brimfield  Public  Library, 
Brockton  Public  Library, 
Campello  Branch, 
MonteUo  Branch, 
Merrick  Public  Library, 
East  Brookfield  Branch. 
Public  Library  of  BrookUne, 
Buckland  Public  Church  Library, 
Burlington  PubUo  Library, 
Cambridge  Public  Library, 
East  Cambridge  Branch. 
North  Cambridge  Branch, 
Canton  Public  Library, 
Gleason  Public  Library, 
Carver  PubUc  Library, 

South  Carver  Branch,    . 
East  Carver  Branch, 
West  Carver  Branch.     . 
Bates  Pond  Branch. 
North  Carver  Branch,    . 
Charlemont  Free  Library, 
Charlton  Free  Public  Library 
Eldredge  Pubhc  Library, 

Adams  Libraiy,    . 

North  Chelmsford  Library  Associa 

tion. 
Fit2  PubUc  Library, 
Cheshire  Library  Association, 
Chester  Free  Public  Library, 
Chesterfield  Town  Library, 
West  Chesterfield  Branch, 
Chicopee  City  Library, 
Chicopee  Falls  Branch, 
Willimansett  Branch 
Chilmark  Free  Library, 
Clarksburg  Public  Library, 
Briggsville  Branch, 
Houghtonville  Branch, 
Bigelow  Free  Public  Library, 
Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library 
Colrain  Free  Library,     . 

Christian  Hill  Branch,   . 

Concord  Free  Public  Library 

Field  Memorial  Library, 

Bryant  Free  Library,     . 

Dalton  Free  Public  Library. 

Dana  Centre  Public  Library. 

North  Dana  Public  Library, 

Peabody  Institute  Library, 

Dartmouth  Free  PubUc  Library, 

Southworth  Library. 

North  Dartmouth  Free  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Dedham  Public  Library, 

Oakdale  Branch.  . 

East  Dedham  Branch,  . 

Dickinson  Libraiy, 

South  Deerfield  Town  Library, 

Mill  River  Branch, 

East  Deerfield  Branch. 

South  Wisdom  Branch, 

North  Wisdom  Branch. 

Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation Library. 

Jacob  Sears  Memorial  Library, 

Dighton  Free  PubUc  Library, 


George  L.  Wright. 
Abbie  M.  Arnold. 
Alma  Rosers. 

Lucia  L.  Christian. 
Mary  Anna  TarbeU. 
Frank  Hayden  Whitmore. 
Wealthy  A.  Holmes. 
Mrs.  Abbie  L.  Curtis. 
EUsa  R.  Hobbs. 
Bertha  Doubleday. 
Louisa  M.  Hooper. 
Mrs.  Ida  S.  Trow. 
Florence  IsabeU  Foster. 
Clarence  Widter  Ayer. 
Mary  Agnes  Curtis. 
EUen  Biagdalene  Hayes. 
Mrs.  Lucy  D.  Downes. 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Green. 
Mrs.    Bemice   Elsther  Bar- 
rows. 
Ethel  Naah. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Drew. 
Blanche  E.  Vinal. 

FranoeUa  B.  Dunhsim. 
JuUet  Bacon  Smith. 
Mrs.  Ruth  P.  Wakefield. 
Mrs.      Florence     Howes 

Bond. 
Edwin  R.  Clark. 
Anna  Campbell  Mackay. 

Medora  Jennet t  Simpson. 
Emma  E.  Martin. 
Mary  Laura  Pomeroy. 
James  D.  Stall. 
Mrs.  Gilbert  B.  Healy. 
Anne  Alcott  Smith. 

E.  Emma  Gorton. 
Mrs.  Anna  V.  Kidder. 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Tilton. 
Robert  S.  McKay. 
Louvun  J.  Bowen. 
Harrv  L.  Smith. 
Charlotte  L.  Greene. 
Sarah  B.  Collier. 

Mrs.  Kathertne   H  o  1 1  o  n> 

Cram. 
Mrs.  O.  H.  Taylor. 
Helen  \\Tiitney  Kelley. 
Margaret  Frances  Sikes. 
Mrs.  Lottie  W.  Tower. 
Mrs.  Minnie  E.  Da^'ison. 
Mrs.  Susan  £.  Stevens. 
Grace  A.  Haskins. 
Mrs.  EmiUe  D.  Patch. 
Mary  A.  Tucker. 
Theodosia  P.  Chase. 
Mabel  Cornell. 

Frances  M.  Mann. 

F.  H.  Valentine. 
NeUie  F.  Riley. 

Mrs.  AugustA  Barber  Lamb. 

Martha  A.  Pierce. 

Mrs.  Lucy  W.  Lee. 

Mabel  Peterldn. 

Ethel  M.  Cook. 

Bertha  Basset  t. 

George  Sheldon. 

Mrs.  Nathan  Sears. 
Helen  Lane. 
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Eul  BniicewBlH-. 
East  Loji^toeAdow, 


Narih  Effremoni 
Wal  Baremont. 

Enfield,      . 

Erving.      . 
Miner;  FalU. 


South  GtovcIb' 
Hadley.      . 
JVoiiA  HaJIcu. 


Huuon.  N&rth 


Simim  Foiriield  Public  Ljbrary, 
Dover  Town  library,     . 
Buden  Library.   . 

Dracut  Public  library,. 
Dudley  Fnt  Public  Libnry. 

Dunatable  Free  Public  libnuy. 
Duxbury  Free  Library. 
East  Bndgewater  Public  Libmry. 
EamhamPubtio  Library. 
FubUc  Library  Ansociation.    . 
E.  Longmeadow  Public  library. 
Amee  Fne  Library. 
Edgartown  Fr«e  Public  Library. 
EgnioDut  Free  Library. 
North  Egremonl  Braoon, 
West  EEremont  Branch. 
Enfield  Library  AeeociKCiOTi,  . 
Ervins  Free  PubUc  Library.  . 
MillFVii  Fi>[Li  Hmnnh. 


Fredencl 

Shule  M( 
The  Hillii 


The  Millicenl  UbnJy^.' 
Fall  River  Public  Ubru 


h  Fne  Public  Library. 


Public  Library  of  FilchburB. 
Florida  Free  Public  library. 
Boydea  library.  . 
Framinghain  Town  Libi»ry,  , 
FrankUu  Library  Association. 
Ray  MeiDorial  Room.  . 
Guilford  H.  Hathaway  Librai 


Peabody  Li, 

Gill  Free  PubUc  Librsry. 
Riverside  Branch. 
Sawyer  Free  library.    . 
Free  City  library, 
Mumolia  PubUc  Library. 
VilUge  HaU  Library.     . 
Goehen  Free  Public  Library, 
Gosnold  Free  Puhbc  Library, 
Graflon  Public  Lihrary, 
Granby  Free  Public  Lihrarv. 
GrwvUle  Public  Libi 


ir  flips',' 


rPubUc  U 


wich  Public  Library, 
n  Public  Library, 
■land  Public  Library, 


New  Slate  Branch. 
Maquan  Branch.  . 
Hanson  Libnry  Associaii 


Elbelyn  6.  Story. 
Ellen  Louisa  Johnson. 
Edna  lillian  Carter. 

George  W.  Riinkin. 


Geone  Edward  Nuttint. 


oorge  Edward 
:ts. Elizabeth  J. 


EUiibetii  W.  LAwren««. 
Uary  Reynolds  Clarke. 
Charles  Peabody  Averill. 


Rev.  Calvin  Keyset. 
Mrs.  Bertha  L.  Steteoi 


Mabel  H.  Root. 

Henry  D.  Collon. 

Joseph  Weleh. 

Emma  Woodruff  Sheldon. 

May  Ashley. 


Abce  LonngBalk 
M™.  Abbie  F.  Phi 
Mary  J.  Drew. 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  Bali 
Lucy  J.  Bryant. 
Mary  J.  Drew. 
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Name  of  library. 
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Marshfield, 

Marshfield  HiUa, 
Mashpee,   . 

South  Mcuhpee, 
Mattai>oi8ett, 
Maynard,  . 
Meafield,    . 
Mkdford. 

Medway,  West, 

Medway  ViUage, 
Melrose, 
Mendon,     . 
Merrimac, 
Methuen.  . 
liiddleborongh , 
Middlefield, 
Middleton, 
Milford, 
liillbury,   . 
Millis. 
Milton, 

East  Milton, 

Mattapan, 

Russell, 
Monroe, 

Monroe  Bridge, 
Monson.     . 
Montague, 

MiUer's  Falls, 

Turner's  Falls, 
Monterey, 
Montgomery, 
Mount  Washington, 
Nahant. 
Nantucket, 
Natick, 

SoiUh  Natick, 
Needham, 

Needham  Heights, 
New  Ashford, 
New  Bedford. 

North  District, 

South  District, 
New  Braintree,  . 
Newbdrtport, 

South  Newfmryport, 
New  Marlborough, 

Mill  River, 

Clayton, 

Hartsville, 

Southfield, 

Souihp^ld, 
New  Salem, 

North  New  Salem, 

CooleyviUe, 

South  New  Salem, 
Newton.   . 

Aubumdcde.     . 

Newton  Center. 

Newton  Upper  Falls 

West  Newton, 

Nonantum, 

Newtonville, 
Norfolk,     . 
North  Adams, 

Blackinton, 

Braytonville, 

Houghtonville, 

Beaver,  . 
North  Andover, 
North  Attleborough, 

New  Boston,  . 
North  Brookfield, 


Ventreas  Free  Library, 
Clift  Rodgers  Free  Library,    . 
Mashpee  Free  Public  Library, 
South  Mashpee  Branch , 
Mattapoisett  Free  Pubhc  Library, 
Maynard  Public  Library, 
Meafield  Public  Library, 
Medford  Public  Library, 
Medway  Free  Public  Library, 
Dean  Library, 
Melrose  Public  Library, 
Taft  Public  Library,      . 
Merrimac  Public  Library, 
Nevins  Memorial  Library, 
Middleborough  Public  Library, 
Middlefield  Public  Library,    . 
Flint  Public  Library,     . 
Milford  Town  Library. 
Millbury  Town  Library, 
Millis  Public  Library,    . 
Milton  Public  Library, 
East  Biilton  Heading  Room,  . 
Mattapan  Reading  Hoom. 
Russell  Reading  Room, 
Monroe  Free  PubUc  Library, 
Monroe  Bridge  Branch, 
Monson  Free  Library,    . 
Montague  Public  Library, 
Miller's  Falls  Branch,    . 
Carnegie  PubUc  Library, 
Monterey  Free  Library, 
Montgomery  Free  Public  Library, 
Mount  Washington  Free  Library, 
Nahant  Public  Library, 
Nantucket  Athenseum, 
Morse  Institute  library. 
Bacon  Free  Library^ 
N^dham  Free  Public  Library, 
Needham  Heights  Branch. 
New  Ashford  Public  Library. 
Free  PubUc  Library  of  New  Bedford 
North  Branch, 
South  Branch, 

New  Braintree  Free  PubUc  Library 
Newburyport  Public  Library, 
South  End  Reading  Room.     . 
New  Marlborough  Free  Library, 
Mill  River  Branch. 
Clayton  Branch,   . 
Hartsville  Branch, 
Southfield  Branch. 
Seymour  Library  Association, 
New  Salem  Free  PubUc  Library, 
North  New  Salem  Branch, 
CooleyviUe  Branch. 
South  New  Salem  Branch, 
Newton  Free  Library,    . 
Auburndale  Branch, 
Newton  Center  Branch. 
Newton  Upper  Falls  Branch. 
West  Newton  Branch.   . 
Nonantum  Branch. 
Newtonville  Branch. 
Norfolk  Public  Library. 
North  Adams  Public  Library 
Oscar  A.  Archer  Branch. 
Braytonville  Branch.     . 
Houghtonville  Branch, 
Beaver  Branch,     . 
Stevens  Memorial  Library. 
Richards  Memorial  Library. 
New  Boston  Branch. 
North    Brookfield    Free   Public    Li- 
brary and  Reading  Room. 


Josephine  A.  Baker. 
Jennie  L.  Ford. 
Clara  N.  CoUins. 
Mrs.  AdeUne  Mills. 
Clara  F.  Sherman. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Frances  Nyman. 
Lucretia  M.  Johnson, 
Mary  E.  Ssjvent. 
Mrs.  Anna  Fales. 
Bertha  C.  NeweU. 
Carrie  Mowatt  Worthen. 
Mrs.  Lena  WiUiams  George. 
Louise  C.  Brackett. 
Harriet  L.  Crosby. 
AUce  Morton  Aloen. 
Kate  W.  Smith. 
Samuel  A.  Fletcher. 
Nathaniel  F.  Blake. 
Carol3ai  C.  Waters. 
Mary  C.  FuUer. 
Gertrude  Emmons  Forrest. 
Josephine  M.  Babcock. 
Ellen  F.  Vose. 
Jennie  W.  Kennedy. 
LilUan  Adelaide  Gordon. 
Mrs.  J.  ElUs. 
NeUie  F.  Squier. 
Kate  A.  Armstrong. 
Jessie  Estella  Johnson. 
Anna  O.  Batson. 
Mrs.  Hattie  B.  Bills. 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Allyn. 

May  W.  Perkins. 
Clara  Parker. 
Mira  RoseUe  Partridge. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  WiUiams. 
Mrs.  Riella  Juliana  Dunn. 
EUa  McDoweU. 
Charles  W.  Sherman. 
George  H.  Tripp. 
WiUiam  Brown. 
Robert  AUen. 
Carrie  Frances  Bush. 
John  D.  Parsons. 
Frances  G.  Gould, 
Katharine  Clara  Doyle. 
Mrs.  W\  R.  Fields. 
Mrs.  Flora  Mclntyre. 
Mrs.  Lura  A.  Doncaster. 
Kate  L.  Baldwin. 
Kate  L.  Baldwin. 
Mrs.  Geneva  Seig  Ballard. 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Andrews. 
Edward  Freeman. 
Mrs.  M.  F.  Bacon. 
EUzabeth  P.  Thurston. 
Annie  E.  Bunker. 
Julia  C.  Henshaw. 
Mary  E.  Barnard. 
Helen  Wheeler. 
Katharine  A.  Hodgdon. 
Carrie  L.  WilUams. 
Walter  L.  Sykes. 
Mabel  Temple. 
Gladys  Hughes. 
Mrs.  Ella  Ullie. 
Sadie  Janet  Henderson. 
Grace  Hurlbut. 
EUzabeth  Maltby  Pond. 
Ada  Maria  Perry. 
J^ouise  MelUsh. 
Nellie  L.  Smith. 
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Names  of  Free  PvblU  Libranes  and  Names  oj  Librariant  —  Con. 


Nun*  o(  Libnrias. 


NoTth  Reading, 


N^Si  P'W 


Northbomugta  Fnc  Library. 

DiGkinaoa  U«moriKl  IJbrAry^ 
NortoD  Public  Ubniry. 
Juou  Ijbrtry. 
Morrill  MsmonBl  Ubrsry. 
O&k  BluSa  Free  Public  Library, 
Oaktaam  Free  Public  Library, 
Oraiue  Public  Library. 
Narlh  Orance  Branch.  . 
Snow  Library 
Otia  Free  Public  Library. 
Orford  Free  Public  Library. 
North  Oxford  Branob,  . 
YouDff  Men'e  Library  AaHciatLi 
Pailon  Free  Public  Library. 
Peabody  InatituW  library.    . 
Eben   Dale   autun   Reference 

PelbamFree  Public  Library. 

Pembroke  Fm  Library, 

Cobb  library, 

Lawrence  Library. 

Free  Public  Library  of  Peru. 


Lillim  F 

.jrkdiire 

PlBJn6eld  Public  Library. 
Plainville  Public  Library. 
Plymouth  Public  Library. 
Lorin«  Reading  Room. 
Plympton  Free  PubUc  Library, 
Preecolt  Free  Public  Ijbrary, 
Eut  Bruidi. 
Hill  Branch, 

Princeton  Public  l.ibrsiy,  , 
Provincelown  Public  Library'. 
TbotdM  Crime  Public  Ijbrary, 
Turner  Free  Library.     . 


Reading  Public  Library. 
Bland! ng  Library. 
Revere  Public  library, . 
Richmond  Free  Public  Librar: 
Rocbesler  Free  Public  library 
North  Itochealer  Branch. 
RocklanU  Memorial  Library. 
Rockport  Public  Libnry. 
Pineon  Cove  Library,     . 


Addle  W.  Gowiog. 
Sarah  D.  Kelloeg. 
Matilda  P.  Schwan. 
William  Parker  Culler. 
Mary  Evelyn  Polwr. 
Hre.  William  M.  Fuller. 
Mn.  C.  A.  Randall. 
Emily  A.  Titus. 
Joeeph  F.  Merriit. 
Jane  Atberton  Hewetl. 
Mn.  Adalyp  A.  Ripl«y. 
Frank  E.  Daviji 
Grace  H.  Dawley. 
Ura.  Sara  E.  Rich. 
Hiram  Hyen. 
MiB.  Olive  J.  Dai-ison. 
Ht«.  Clais  A.  Fuller. 


_.,.  L.nora 

Eva  L.  Wendemuth. 

Abbie  Cook  Putnam. 

Charla       Chilt'eodcB 

Famham. 
Lucv  W.  T^ompaon- 

Beitha  L.  Brown. 
William  H.  UarreU. 
Harriet  T.  Fenno. 
Un.  Abbie  E.  Bamce. 
Anne  T.  Ryder. 
Rev.  John  P.  Trowbrirjft. 
Angela  W.  CoUina. 
Ebie  M.  Dann. 
Martha  D.  Fietch. 


Ro>8l«tnn  Public  Library.      . 
RugKll  Public  Library, 

Ruaaell  Mountain  branch. 
Rutland  Free  Public  Library. 
>4slem  Public  library,  . 
Salieburv  Public  Library, 
SandiaHeld  Public  library,     . 
Sandwich  Free  Public  Library. 
SauHUn  Free  Public  Library.  . 
Savoy  Free  Public  Library.    . 


Sharon  Public  Librai 
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Name  of  library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Shefi&eld,    . 

Shelbume, 

Shelbume  Falls, 
Sherbom,  . 
Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 
Shutesbury, 
Somerset,  . 

SOMKBVILLK, 

South  Hadley,    . 

S(mth  HacOey  FaUs, 
Southampton,     . 
Southborough,    . 
Southbridge, 
Southwick, 
Spencer,     . 
Springfield, 

Indian  Orchard, 

Ferry  Street, 

Forest  Park, 
Sterling, 
Stockbndge, 

GUndale, 

Interlaken, 
Stoneham, 
Stoughton, 
Stow, 
Sturbridge, 
Sudbury.   . 
Sunderland, 
Sutton, 

Manchaug, 

SotUh  Sutton, 

West  Sutton, 

WiUeinsonviMe 
Swampscott, 
Swansea,    . 
Taunton, 
Templeton, 
Tewfcsbury, 
Tisbury,     . 
Tolland,     . 
Topsfield.  . 
Townsend, 
Truro, 

North  Truro, 

South  Truro, 
Tyngsborough, 
Tyringham. 
Upton. 
Uxbridge. 
Wakefield. 

Greenwood, 
Wales. 
Walpole,    . 

East  Walpole, 
Waltham, 
Ware. 
Wareham, . 
Warren. 
Warwick,  . 
Watertown, 
Wayland,  . 

Cochituate, 
Webster,    . 

Welles  ley. 
Wellfleet.   . 
Wendell.    . 
Farley,   . 
Wenham,  . 


Sheffield  Free  Town  Library, 

Shelbume  Public  Library, 
Arms  PubUe  Library.    . 
Sherbom  Town  Library, 
Shirley  Public  Library,. 

Shrewsbury  Free  Public  Library, 
Shutesbury  Free  PubUc  Library, 
Somerset  Free  Public  Library, 
Somerville  Public  Library, 
Gaylord  Memorial  Library,     . 
South  Hadley  Free  Public  Library 
Southampton  Public  Library, 
Fay  Library,         ... 
Southbridge  Public  Library,  . 
Southwick  Public  Library^ 
Richard  Sugden  Public  Library, 
City  Library  Association  of  Spnng- 

field. 
Indian  Orchard  Branch, 
Ferry  Street  Branch, 
Forest  Park  Branch, 
SterUng  Free  Public  Library, 
Stockbndge  Library  Association, 
Glendale  Branch, 
Interlaken  Branch, 
Stoneham  Public  Library, 
Stoughton  Public  Library, 
Randall  Memorial  Library,     . 
Joshua  Hyde  Public  Library, 
Goodnow  Library, 
Sunderland  PubUc  Library,    . 
Sutton  Free  Library, 
Manchaug  Branch, 
South  Sutton  Branch,   . 
West  Sutton  Branch.     , 
Wilkinson ville  Branch, 
Swampscott  Free  Public  Library. 
Swansea  Free  Public  Library, 
Taunton  Public  Library, 
Boynton  Public  Library. 
Tewksbury  Public  Library, 
Vineyard  Haven  Public  Library, 
Tolland  Free  Public  Library, 
Topsfield  Town  Library, 
Townsend  Public  Library, 
Truro  Town  Library,     . 
North  Truro  Branch,     . 
South  Truro  Branch, 
Littlefield  Library. 
Tyringham  Public  Library,     . 
Upton  Town  Library.    . 
Uxbridge  Free  Pubhc  Library, 
Beebe  Town  Library.     . 
Greenwood  Branch, 
Wales  Public  Library.   . 
Walpole  Public  Library, 
East  Walpole  Branch,    . 
Waltham  Public  Library, 
Young  Men's  Library  Association, 
Wareham  Free  Library, 
AVarren  Public  Library. 
Warwick  Free  Library.. 
Free  Public  Library. 
Wayland  Free  Public  Library, 
Cochituate  Branch. 
Webster  Free  Public  Library, 


Wellesley  Free  Library. 
Wellfleet  Public  Library, 
Wendell  Free  Library.  . 
Farley  Branch. 
Wenham  Public  Library, 


Mrs.      Gertrude      Suydam 

Gleason. 
Mercy  A.  Anderson. 
Daniel  Webster  Wilcox. 
M.  NeUie  Clark. 
Mrs.   Alice   Livermore 

Wright. 
Mabel  £.  Knowlton. 
Mary  L.  Clark. 
Fannie  Bosworth  Melvin. 
Sam  Walter  Foss. 
Rebecca  Frances  Smith. 
Lottie  I.  Judd. 
Eva  M.  Gridley. 
Francena  E.  Buck. 
Ella  E.  Miersch. 
Wilder  Bennett  Harding. 
Alice  Wakefield  Curtis. 
Hiller  Crowell  Wellman. 

Nellie  E.  Dodge. 

Bessie  Amsden. 

Harriett  B.  Winsor. 

Mary  Dandridge  Peck. 

Caroline  P.  Wells. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Bartlett. 

Stephen  C.  Btu-ghardt. 

Mrs.  H.  Manila  Boyce. 

M.  Alice  Bumham. 

Mrs.  Susan  M.  Lawrence. 

Mrs.  Eunice  C.  Locke. 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Newton. 

Abbie  T.  Montague. 

Sarah  M.  Mills. 

Francis  Truscott. 

Mrs.  Mary  Littlefield. 

Jason  Waters. 

Arthur  Merrill. 

Sarah  Louise  Honors. 

Julia  R.  W^ellington. 

Joshua  Eddy  Crane. 

Grace  E.  Blodgett. 

Harriette  G.  Lee. 

Mabel  T.  Tilton. 

Wilbert  Munn. 

Albert  M.  Dodge. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Warren. 

Mrs.  Laurena  A.  Ryder. 

Mrs.  EUzabeth  B.  Small. 

Allison  B.  Cobb. 

Ellen  Lydia  Perham. 

John  A.  Scott. 

Mrs.  Laura  Copeland  Sadler. 

Beatrice  Putnam. 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Shepard. 

H.  Gertrude  Lee. 

Leon  Herbert  Thomp>son. 

Ida  J.  Phelps. 

Harold  Taylor  Dougherty. 
Harriet  B.  Hay  den. 
Alexina  P.  Burgess. 
Joseph  Gilbert  Hastings. 
Clara  A.  Jones.     ' 
Solon  Franklin  Whitney. 
Margaret  E.  Wheeler. 
Mrs.  Grace  Loker. 
Mrs.  Phcebe  Palmer  Kings- 
bury. 
Florence  May  Osborne. 
Mrs.  Kate  E.  Brown. 
Mrs.  Marion  E.  Whitney. 
Ethel  Farley. 
Benjamin  H.  Conant. 
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Weetborough,     . 
West  Boylston,  . 
West  Bridfewater. 
West  Brookfield, 
Westfield. 
Westford,  . 
Westhampton,    . 

Westminster, 

West  Newbury. 
First  Pariah,  . 

Westport, 
Horteneck, 
Head  of  Weatport, 
South  WeatpoH, 
Weatport  Point, 

West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridse, 
W  eat      StoMridoe 
Centre. 

West  Tisbury,    . 

Weston,     . 

Westwood, 

Weymouth, 

South  Weymouth, 
Whately,  . 
Whitman, 
Wilbraham, 
WilliamsburK,     . 

Haydenviue,    . 
Williamstown,    . 

South  Williamatovm 
Wilmington, 
Winchendon, 
Winchester, 
Windsor,    . 
Winthrop, . 

WOBURN,   . 

North  Wobum, 
Worcester, 

Worthington, 

Wrentham, 

Yarmouth, 

South  Yarmouth, 
West  Yarmouth, 


Westborough  Public  Library, 
West  Bo^lston  Public  Library, 
West  Bndgewater  Public  library, 
Merriam  Public  Library, 
Westfield  Athenaeum,    . 
J.  V.  Fletcher  Library,  . 
Westhampton   Reimion  Town   Li- 
brary. 
Forbush  Memorial  Library.    . 
West  Newbury  Public  Library, 
First  Parish  Branohj 
Westport  Free  Pubhc  Library, 
Horseneck  Branchy 
Westport  Public  Library, 
South  Westport  Branch, 
Westport  Point  library, 
West  Springfield  Public  Library, 
West  Stockbridge  Free  Library, 
Centre  Branch, 

West  Tisbury  Free  Public  Library, 
Weston  Pubuc  Library, 
Westwood  Public  Library, 
Ti^ts  Library, 

Fogg  Librarv, 

Whately  Public  Library, 

Whitman  Public  Library, 

Free  PubUo  Library, 

Meekins  Public  Library, 

Haydenville  Library,     . 

WiUiamstown  Pubhc  Library, 

South  Williamstown  Public  Library 

Wilmington  PubUc  Library,  . 

Winchendon  PubUc  Library, 

Winchester  PubUc  Library,    . 

Windsor  Free  Public  Library, 

Winthrop  Public  Library, 

Wobum  PubUc  Library, 

Eunice  Thompson  Memorial  Li- 
brary. 

Free  PubUc  Library  of  the  City  of 
Worcester. 

Worthington  Free  Library,     . 

Fisk  Public  Library, 

Yarmouth  Library  Association, 

Free  Social  Library, 

West  Yarmouth  Library, 


Mrs.  Nellie  F.  Smith. 
Annie  Mabel  Waite. 
Mary  L.  Perkins. 
Mary  P.  Foster. 
George  L.  Lewis. 
Mary  P.  Bunoe. 
George  £.  Knight. 

Sadie  F.  Greene. 
Caroline  Carr. 
Mrs.  Isabel  E.  Kennett. 
Annie  R.  Howland. 
Mrs.  Ella  Tuell. 
Edward  W.  Burt.  M.D. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Gifford. 
Mary  Casilda  Cory. 
Daniel  G.  White. 
Frances  J.  Edwards. 
Fabian  Petitt. 

Cyrus  Manter. 
Maude  M.  Pennock. 
Annie  L.  Richardson. 
Caroline    Augusta    B  1  a  n  • 

chard. 
Ruth  N.  Tower. 
Arlene  Root. 

EUena  Salisbury  Spilsted. 
Eunice  M.  Bates. 
Myra  A.  HiU. 
Thomas  H.  Ivee. 
Lucy  F.  Curtis. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Torrey  Sanford. 
Anna  Tolman  Sheldon. 
Mrs.  Sylvia  M.  Manzer. 
Cora  Ardelle  Quimby. 
Laura  A.  Miner. 
AUce  A.  Munday. 
WilUam  R.  Cutter. 
Mrs.  Mary  Walker  Carter. 

Samuel  Swett  Green. 

Katharine  McD.  Rice. 
Mary  Adelaide  Smith. 
Mrs.  Lydia  C.  Matthews. 
Katharine  Baker. 
Mrs.  Maria  Taylor. 


Appendix  III. 


AKoLL  OF  Honor 


List  of  Givers  of  Free  Public  Library 
Buildings  in  Massachusetts. 


GIVERS   OF    FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY    BUILDINGS  IN 

MASSACHUSEHS. 


Acton, 
Amxsbury. 
Amherst,  North, 

An  DOVER, 

Arlington, 

AsHBURNHAlf. 
ASHBT, 

Ashland, 

Athol. 

Attlbborouoh, 

Ater, 

Barnstable, 

Barre, 

Becket,  . 

Belchertown, 

Belmont, 

Bernardston, 

Billerica. 

Blandford, 

Bolton,    . 
Bourne,    . 

Boylston. 

Braintree, 
Brimfield, 

Brookfield, 
Cambridge, 
Canton,    . 
Carlisle, 
Charlemont, 
Chatham, 
Chelmsford, 
Chelsea,  . 
Cunton,   . 

CoH  ASSET. 
COLRAIN.     . 

Concord.  . 


Gift  of  Hon.  WiUiam  A.  Wilde  of  Maiden. 

Bequest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard  and  others. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  as  a  me- 
morial of  her  husband. 

Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  Edwin  Chapman  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgis  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 

Bequest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 

Gift  of  Henry  O.  Underwood. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushman. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memorial 
of  her  son,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 

Gift  of  Annie  EUza  Whitney  of  Lancaster. 

Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  the 
Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 

Gift  of  Miss  Salome  E.  White  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  me- 
morial of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Harriet  Sawyer  White. 

Gift  of  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer. 

Gift  of  James  Danielson  Lincoln,  as  a  memorial  of  his  mother 
and  h'M  wife. 

Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Kindge  of  Los  Angeles. 

Gift  of  Augu.<)tus  Hemenway. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbury. 

Gift  of  E.  K.  Gk>odnow  and  other  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge. 

Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Eastaoe  C.  Fitz. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Memorial  of  Paul  Pratt. 

Gift  of  Joseph  Griswold  of  Petersham. 

Gift  of  William  Munroe. 
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Conway.   . 

CuiflllNGTON. 

Dalton.    . 
Danvera, 

Dartmouth.  Sodth. 
Dedham.  . 
Deerfield, 
Dennis, 

D0U»LAH. 

Dunhtable, 

DUXBURY. 

East  Bridobwater. 
Eastiiam, 

Ea8TIIA1M*TON, 

Easton.    . 

EI)(2ART0WN, 

Ehhkx. 
Evehktt,  . 

Eoift  Everett, 
Fairiia>-en. 

Fitch  BURC5, 
Fhankijn, 

Freetown. 

CiAUDNKIl, 

rjEOR<;KTOWN. 

GLOrCKSTER, 

Granville, 

Great  Barrinoton, 


Groton.  . 
Hadley,  . 
Hanovkr. 

Hakvarp. 
Hatfield, 
Haverhill. 

IllNGHAM. 

Hinhdale, 
Holden.    . 
hollihton. 
Holyoke, 
Hopedale. 

Hop  KIOTO'S, 
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Gift  of  Hon.  M&rahall  Field  of  Chicago.  &s  a  l. -.  - 

parents. 
Gift  of  William  Cullen  Bryant . 
Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  John  H.  Southworth  of  Springfield 
Bequests  and  gifts  of  citizens. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 
Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 
Gift  of  James  M.   Fairfield  of  Boston,  u  y  -^'^ 

father  and  mother.  Simon  and  Phcebe  Oj-' 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Sarah   Roby  for  a  town  '.    - 

building. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wri^f,  as  a  xwtrx  ■ 

George  Buckhain  Wright. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 
Gift  of  East  ham  Village  Impn^vemcDt  .Socte" 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  WiIli?iton. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  I.  A    - 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Bequest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Briton 
Gift  of  Albert  M.  ParUn.  as  a  memorial  of  L  ♦  -^ 
Bequest  of  William  Shute. 
Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers,  as  a  r:if 

daughter.  MiUicent. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Ray,  x-  • 

their  father. 
<^iift  of  Mrs,  E.  Florence  Hathaway  Gpowell.  -■ 

of  her  father.  Hon.  Guilford  B.  Hathatiay. 
Gift  of  children  of  Levi  Hey  wood. 
Gift  of  Cieorge  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Samuel  E.  Sawyer. 
Gift  of  Hon.  M.  B.  Whitney  and  other?. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  G.  Ramsdell.  ad  aiwr.  ' 

father  at  Housatonic. 
Partly  the  gift  of  Mr«.  Charlotte  \.  L.  Sibley, 
(lift  of  John  Dwight  and  others. 
Bequest  of  John  Curtis  of  Bo«iton.  supplenier.v- 

his  (laughter.   Miss  Alice  M.  Curtis  of  Milton. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Samuel  H.  Dickinson. 
Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citiiens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis- 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  citizens. 
(;ift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  ht> "" 

'i^^\N\a.TK«\Twt  Bancroft. 
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Hdbbabdbton. 
Hudson,   . 
Ipswich,    . 
Kingston, 
Lancastkr, 
Lawrbncb, 
Lkk, 
Lbickstbr, 

Lbnox, 

Lbominstbr, 

Lbxinqton, 


Lincoln,  . 

LiTTLBTON, 

Ludlow,   . 
Ltnn, 

Maldbn,    . 

Manchbstbr, 

Manshbld, 

Marblbhbad, 

Mabion,    . 

Marlborough, 

Marshfibld, 

Mattapoisbtt, 

MBDrORD, 

Mblrobb, 
Mbthubn. 

BflDDLBBOROUOH 
MlDDLETON. 
MONSON,     . 

montagub, 
Natick,     . 

S<nUh  Natick, 
Nbbdham, 
Nbwburyport, 

S<nUh  Newburyport, 
Nbwton,  . 
North  Adams,  . 

Northampton,  . 

Northampton,  . 

Florence, 
North  Andovbr. 


Gift  of  Jonas  Q.  Clark  of  Worcester. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Camesie. 

Gift  of  Gapt.  Augustine  H^krd. 

Bequest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 

Bfainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  his  sons. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  Miss  E.  A.  White. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie  and  town  appropriaUon. 

Gift  of  Lory  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  David  E.  Merriam 
and  others. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermerhom. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Mana  Cary,  for  a  town  hall  and  library  build- 
ing; gift  of  heirs  of  Mrs.  Maria  Cary,  for  separate  library 
building. 

Gift  of  George  Grosvenor  Tarbell. 

Gift  of  children  of  William  Stevens  Houghton,  as  a  memorial 
of  their  father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her  hus- 
band. 

Gift  of  Hon.  EUsha  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial 

■ 

of  their  son. 
Gift  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Ventress,  for  a  library  at  Marshfield;  also 

gift  of  Clift  Rogers,  for  a  library  at  Marshfield  Hills. 
Gift  of  George  Purrington,  Jr. 
Gift  of  Thatcher  Biagoun. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevins. 
Bequest  of  Thomas  S.  Peiroe. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  R.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 

Horatio  Lyon. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  for  a  building  at  Turner's  Falls. 
Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 
Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  for  a  building  at  Highlandville. 
Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  William  H.  Swasey  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citizens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother, 

Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 
Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by 

the  city. 
Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 
Gift  of  AUred  T.  Lilly. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Moses  T.  Stevens. 
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NOBTH  Attlkborouoh, 

NOBTHBOROUOB, 
NOBTH   BbOOKFIKLD, 

nobtbfikld, 
North  Rxadino, 
Norton.    . 
Norwood, 

Oakham.  . 

Orx<ban8,  . 
Oxford,    . 

PSABODT. 

Pbmbrokb  {BryarUvUU), 

Pbppbrbll, 

Pbtersham. 

PlTTSFIBLD, 

Plymouth. 
Princeton. 
Provincbtown, 

QUINCT.      . 

Randolph, 

Rbhoboth, 

Rbvbre.    . 

Rochester. 

Rockland. 

rockport, 

Salem. 

Sandwich. 

SciTUATB,  North, 

Shirley.    . 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutbsbury, 

Somerset, 

sombrville, 

Southampton, 
Southbridoe, 
South  Hadley, 

Spencer,  . 
Springfield, 

Steruno, 

Stockbridqe,     . 
Stoneuam. 
Stouohton, 
Stow, 


Gift  of  children  ol  Edmund  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Ri^uutl*,  m  a 

memorial  oi  their  parents. 
Gifl  of  Cyrus  Gale. 
Mainly  the  gift  ol  Erasmus  Haston. 
Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fltchburg. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Flint. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton. 
Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter.  Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 
Bequest  of  Charles  A.  Fobes  of  Petersham,  as  a  memorial  of 

his  father,  Ames  Fobes,  supplemented  by  gifts  of  his  heirs. 
Built  partly  6y  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  Charles  Lamed  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Rozilla  Cobb. 
Bequest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  New  York. 
Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  William  G.  Russell. 
Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnow,  as  a  family  memorial. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Crane. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Turner. 
Gifts  of  Darius  GofT  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bedford. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie.  • 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 

Bequests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Weston  (rf  Plymouth. 
Gift  of  Silas  Peiroe  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife. 
Built  mainly  by  bequest  of  Mrs.  Betsey  D.  Hazen. 
Bequest  of  Jubal  Howe. 
Bequest  of  Mirick  N.  Spear  of  Amherst. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Hood. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie  for  a  branch  library  at  W^est  Som- 

erville. 
Gift  of  Winslow  H.  Edwards,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father. 
Gift  of  Holmes  Ammidown  of  New  York. 
Gift  of  William  H.  Gaylord;  also  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie 

for  a  building  at  South  Hadley  Falls. 
Gift  of  Richard  Sugden. 
Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association  (1870);  gift  of  Andrew 

Carnegie  (1905). 
Gift  of  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester,  as  a  memorial  of  htf 

daughter,  EUzabeth  Anne. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  (Goodrich. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Lucius  (Jlapp  of  Randolph. 
Gift  of  Miss  BeUnda  Lull  Randall,  for  estate  of  John  Witt 

Randall. 
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Sturbridgb, 

Sudbury, 
Sunderland, 
Swansea, 
Taunton, 

TyNOHBO  ROUGH, 

uxbridoe, 

Walpole, 

Ware, 

Warren,  .      .  . 

Watbrtown, 

Watland, 

Wbij^hlet, 

West  Brookfield. 

Weottord, 

Webtminhter,   . 

Westwood, 

Wetmodth, 

South  WejffnotUh, 
W1LLIAM8BUR0, 

Haydenville,    . 

WiNTHROP, 
WoBURN,   . 


Wrentham, 
Yarmouth, 


Bequest  of  Qedrge  B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  m  a  memorial  of  lua 

father,  Joshua  Hyde. 
Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  John  Long  Graves. 
Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.   Lucy   Littlefield,   as  a  memorial  of  her 

daughter,  supplemented  by  an  appropriation  by  the  town. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  others. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 
Built  by  Hollis  H.  HimneweU  and  others. 
Bequest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 
Gift  of  Hollis  H.  Hunnewell. 
Gift  of  CharlM  Merriam  of  Springfield. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Vamimi  Fletcher. 
Bequest  of  Charles  A.  Forbush. 
Gift  of  Howard  Colbum. 

Gift  of  Quincy  Tufts  and  his  sister,  Bfiss  Susan  Tufts. 
Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 
Bequest  of  Stephen  Meekins. 
Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Hayden. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  W.  Frost,  as  a  memorial  of  her  husband, 

supplemented  by  an  appropriation  by  the  town. 
Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  as  a  memorial  of  his  father; 

also  bequest  of  Jonathan  Thompson,  for  a  memorial  of  his 

wife,  at  North  Wobum. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiah  J.  Fiske. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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Revised  Laws,  1902,  Chapter  38. 

General  Provision. 

SEcrnoN  1.  Library  corporations  and  associations  which  have  been 
legally  established  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  restrictions  attaching  thereto. 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  2.  Attorneys  at  law  who  have  been  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  and  who  are  resident  in  a  county  for 
which  there  is  no  law  library  association  may  organize  as  a  corporation, 
under  the  pro\4sions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  by  the 
name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  such  county,  and  may  adopt 
by-laws  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  superior  court. 

Section  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  have  access  to  the 
library  and  may  use  the  books  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  bj'^-laws. 

Section  4.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law  library 
associations  in  their  respective  counties  all  sums  which  are  paid  into  the 
county  treasuries  during  the  year  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year.  They 
may  also  pay  to  said  associations  such  further  sums  as  the  county  com- 
missioners may  consider  are  necessary  and  proper.  All  sums  which 
are  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  and  enlarge  such  libraries  for 
the  use  of  the  courts  and  citizens.  The  treasurer  of  the  law  library 
association,  before  receiving  any  money  from  the  county  treasurer, 
shall  give  bond,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  coromissioners, 
for  the  faithful  application  of  such  money,  and  that  he  will  make  a 
return  annually  to  them,  under  oath,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
expended. 

Section  5.  Each  law  librarv  association  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  immediately  after  their  publication,  one 
copy  of  the  legislative  documents  of  the  senate  and  house,  the  journal 
of  the  senate  and  the  journal  of  the  house. 

City  and  Town  Libraries. 

Section  6.  A  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain  public 
libraries  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  under  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  city  council  or  by  the  town,  and  may  receive,  hold  and  manage 
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any  gift,  bequest  or  devise  for  such  library.  The  city  council  of  a  city 
or  the  selectmen  of  a  town  may  place  in  such  library  the  booksy  reports 
and  laws  which  mav  be  received  from  the  commonwealth. 


Trustees  of  Town  Libraries. 

Section  7.  A  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the 
support  of  a  free  public  library,  or  free  public  library  and  reading 
room,  owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special  meet- 
ing, unless  the  same  has  been  acquired  entirely  or  in  part  through  some 
gift  or  bequest  which  contains  other  conditions  or  provisions  for  the 
election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management  which  have  been 
accepted  by  the  town,  elect  by  ballot  a  board  of  trustees  consisting  of 
any  number  of  persons,  male  or  female,  divisible  by  three,  which  the 
town  determines  to  elect.  When  such  board  is  first  chosen,  one-third 
thereof  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and  one- 
third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one-third  shall  be  elected  annually 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  The  board  shall,  from  its  own  number, 
annually  choose  a  chairman  and  secretary  and,  if  the  town  so  votes,  a 
treasurer,  who  shall  give  a  bond  similar  to  that  given  by  the  town 
treasurer,  in  an  amoimt  and  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  select- 
men. The  town  treasurer  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees 
until  the  town  otherwise  directs. 

Section  8.  The  board  shall  have  the  custody  and  management  of 
the  library  and  reading  room  and  of  all  property  owned  by  the  town 
relating  thereto.  All  money  raised  or  appropriated  by  the  town  for  its 
support  and  maintenance  shall  be  expended  by  the  board,  and  all 
money  or  property  which  the  town  may  receive  by  gift  or  bequest  for 
said  library  and  reading  room  shall  be  administered  by  the  board  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  gift  or  bequest. 

Section  9.  The  board  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  town 
of  its  receipts  and  expenditures  and  of  the  property  in  its  custody,  with 
a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  and  of  any  gifts  or 
bequests  which  it  holds  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  its  reconunendations. 

Section  10.  The  provisions  of  the  three  preceding  sections  shall 
not  apply  to  library  associations,  nor  to  a  library  organized  under  a 
special  act. 

Board  of  Free  Public  Library  CIommissioners. 

Section  11.  There  shall  be  a  board  of  free  public  library  commis- 
sioners consisting  of  R\e  persons,  residents  of  the  commonwealth,  one 
of  whom  shall  annually  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The  governor 
shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

Section  12.  No  member  shall  receive  any  compensation,  but  the 
board  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollan,  payable 
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by  the  commonwealth,  for  clerical  assistance  and  for  other  necessary 
expenses.  It  shall  annually  in  January  make  a  report  to  the  general 
court. 

Section  13.  The  board  shall  advise  the  librarian  or  trustees  of  any 
free  public  library  relative  to  the  selection  or  cataloguing  of  books  and 
any  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  administration  of 
the  library. 

Section  14.  Said  board  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  library 
trustees  of  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of  sections 
sixteen  and  seventeen,  and  which  has  no  free  public  library  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  town,  expend  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars 
for  books  to  be  selected  and  purchased  by  said  board  and  delivered  to 
said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library. 

Section  15.  If  a  town,  the  valuation  of  which  is  not  more  than  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  and  which  has  a  free  public  library,  has  com- 
plied with  all  laws  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  such  library,  and  the 
trustees  of  the  library  provide,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board,  for  the 
distribution  of  books  in  different  parts  of  the  town  where  such  distribu- 
tion is  necessary,  by  means  of  branch  libraries  or  deliveries,  and  for 
practical  and  effective  means  of  rendering  the  library  useful  to  the 
teachers  and  scholars  of  the  public  schools  in  such  town,  the  board  may 
expend,  in  such  amounts  and  at  such  times  as  they  determine,  not  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  each  free  public 
library  owned  and  controlled  by  such  town. 

Section  16.  A  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  three 
preceding  sections  until  it  accepts  the  same  or  has  accepted  the  corre- 
sponding provisions  of  earlier  laws  and  has  elected  a  board  of  library 
trustees  as  provided  in  section  seven,  nor  until  said  trustees  have  made 
provision  satisfactory  to  said  commissioners  for  the  care  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  books  furnished  by  them. 

Section  17.  Such  town  shall,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was  one 
million  dollars  or  over,  annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax,  or  other- 
wise provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public  library,  not 
less  than  fifty  dollars ;  if  such  valuation  was  less  than  one  million  dollars 
and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  dollars;  and  if  such  valuation  was  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars. 

Acts  of  1906,  Chapter  183. 

An  Act  to  aid  Free  Public  Libraries  in  the  Small  Towns. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

The  board  of  free  public  library  commissioners  may  annually  expend 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  free  public  libra- 
ries, especially  in  those  towns  the  valuation  of  which  does  not  exceed 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.    Such  aid  may  include  the  furnishing  of 
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books  in  small  quantities,  visits  to  libraries,  the  instruction  of  librarians, 
and  such  other  means  of  encouraging  and  stimulating  the  small  libra- 
ries as  said  commissioners  shall  deem  advisable:  provided,  that  a  full 
detail  of  expenditures  under  this  act  shall  be  printed  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  conunissioners. 

Appropriation  of  Money  vor  Libraries,  etc. 

Section  15,  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  towns  may 
appropriate  money  "  for  the  establishment,  maintenance  or  increase 
of  a  public  library  therein,  and  for  the  erection  or  provision  of  suitable 
buildings  or  rooms  therefor." 

"  For  maintaining  a  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants  have 
free  access  and  of  which  they  have  the  use,  and  for  establishing  and 
maintaining  a  public  reading  room  in  connection  with  and  under  the 
control  of  the  managers  of  such  library." 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  163,  chapter  102  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  money 
received  for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  "  shall  be  expended 
for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools." 

Defacing  or  Wilful  Detention  of  Books,  Papers,  etc. 

Sections  83  and  84,  chapter  208  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provide  that 
"whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly  and 
without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book, 
plate,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  manu- 
script or  statue  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  public  or 
incorporated  library  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five 
nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six 
months." 

"  Whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  wantonly 
and  without  cause,  detains  a  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet, 
or  manuscript  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  public  or 
incorporated  library  for  thirty  days  after  notice  in  writing  from  the 
librarian  thereof,  containing  a  copy  of  this  section  and  given  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  which,  by  the  regulations  of  such  library,  such 
book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet  or  manuscript  may  be  kept, 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twenty- 
five  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months." 

Disturbing  Public  Libraries. 

Section  33,  chapter  212  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  "  whoever 
wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library,  or  a  reading 
room  connected  therewith,  by  maldng  a  noise  or  in  any  other  manner 
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during  the  time  when  such  library  or  reading  room  is  open  to  the  public 
shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  thirty  days  or 
by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars." 

Land  may  be  taken  yor  Library  Buildings. 

Section  47  of  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws  provides  that  "  any  land 
within  the  limits  of  a  city  or  town  not  appropriated  to  public  uses  "  may 
be  taken  "  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  building  to  be  used  for 
a  public  school,  a  libraiy,  or  an  engine  house,  or  for  the  enlargement 
of  a  lot  of  land  taken  or  used  for  such  purpose,"  —  but  the  land  thus 
taken  may  not  exceed  two  acres  in  extent. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  provisions  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws,  each  town  and 
city  library  is  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Manual  of  the  General 
Court,  the  Blue  Book,  and  a  copy  of  the  series  of  public  documents. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1890,  under  which  the  Free  Public  Library  Commis- 
sion was  created,  it  herewith  presents  its  nineteenth  report, 
covering  the  fiscal  year  Dec.  1,  1907,  to  Nov.  30,  1908. 

Thb  Commission. 

Mr.  Deloraine  P.  Corey  has  been  reappointed  by  (Jovemor 
Guild  for  the  full  term  of  five  years  from  Oct.  2,  1908. 

Fb££  Librabies  fob  All. 

Every  tovsm  in  the  State  has  the  benefit  of  a  free  public  li- 
brary. Some  have  several  branches  and  others  have  libraries 
under  separate  management  in  addition  to  the  town  library. 

Towns  classified  as  to  Libbabies. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  management  of  the  libraries :  — 

Class  1. 

Towns  which  have  libraries  owned  and  controlled  by  the  town  and  free 

for  circulation  to  all  the  people, 

Abin^on,  Amesbury,  Ashland, 

Acushnet,  Andover,  Athol, 

Adams,  Arlington,  Attleborough, 

Agawam,  Ashbumham,  Auburn, 

Alford,  Ashby,  Avon, 
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Bellinghamy 

East  Bridgewater, 

Hyde  Park, 

Belmont, 

Eastham, 

Kingston, 

Berkley, 

East  Longmeadow, 

LakeviUe, 

Berlin, 

Edgartowu, 

Lancaster, 

Beverly, 

Egremont, 

Lanesboron^h, 

Blackstone, 

Erving, 

Leicester, 

Blandford, 

Essex, 

Leominster, 

Bolton, 

Everett, 

Leverett, 

Boston, 

Fall  River, 

Leyden, 

Bourne, 

Falmouth, 

Longrn  ea  dow. 

Boxborough, 

Fitchburg, 

Lowell, 

Boylston, 

Florida, 

Ludlow, 

Bridgewater, 

Foxborough, 

Tiunenbnr^, 

Brimfield, 

Framingham, 

Lynn, 

Broekton, 

Freetown, 

Lynnfield, 

Brookfield, 

Ghty  Head, 

Manchester, 

Brookline, 

Gill, 

Mansfield, 

Burlington, 

Goshen, 

Marblehead, 

Cambridge, 

Gosnold, 

Marlborongh, 

Canton, 

Granby, 

Marsbfield, 

Carlisle, 

Granville, 

Mashpee, 

Carver, 

Greenfield, 

Mattapoisett, 

Cbarlemont, 

Greenwich, 

Mayuard, 

Charlton, 

Groton, 

Medfield, 

Chelmsford, 

Groveland, 

Medford, 

Chelsea, 

Hadley, 

Medway, 

Chester, 

Halifax, 

Melrose, 

Chesterfield, 

Hamilton, 

Mendon, 

Chicopee, 

Hampden, 

Merrimac, 

Chilmark, 

Hancock, 

Middleborough, 

Clarksburg, 

Hanover, 

Middlefield, 

Clinton, 

Hanson, 

Middleton, 

Cohasset, 

Hard  wick. 

Milford, 

Colrain, 

Harvard, 

Millbury, 

Dalton, 

Hatfield, 

Millis, 

Dana, 

Hawley, 

Milton, 

Dartmouth, 

Heath, 

Monroe, 

Dedham, 

Holbrook, 

Montague, 

Deerfield. 

Holden, 

Monterey, 

Dennis, 

Holland, 

Montgomery, 

Dighton, 

Holliston, 

Mount  Washington, 

Douglas, 

Hopedale, 

Nahant, 

Dover, 

Hubbardston, 

Natick, 

Dracut, 

Hudson, 

Needham, 

Dudley, 

Hull, 

New  Ashford, 

Dunstable, 

Huntington, 

New  Bedford, 
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New  Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New  Marlborough, 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Phillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plain  ville, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Provincetown, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 


Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugns, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelbume, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southampton, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

Southwick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 

Swampscott, 

Swansea, 

Taunton, 

Templeton, 

Tewksbury, 

Tolland, 

Topsfield, 

Townsend, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 


Tyringham, 
Upton, 
Uxbridge, 
Wakefield, 
Wales, 
Walpole, 
Waltham, 
Warwick, 
Watertown, 
Wayland, 
Webster, 
Wellfleet, 
Wendell, 
Wenham, 
Westborough, 
West  Boylston, 
West  Bridgewater, 
West  Brookfield, 
Westford, 
Westminster, 
•  West  Newbury, 
Weston, 
Westport, 
West  Springfield, 
West  Stockbridge, 
Westwood, 
Weymouth, 
Whately, 
YHiitman, 
Wilbraham, 
Williamsburg, 
Williamstown, 
Wilmington, 
Winchendon, 
Winchester, 
Windsor, 
Winthrop, 
Worcester, 
Wrentham.  —  274. 
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Class  2. 

Towns  which  have  free  libraries  in  which  the   town   hcts  some  repre- 
sentation in   the  management. 


Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bemardston, 

Boxford, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Ciumnington, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Franklin, 

€^eorgetown, 

Grafton, 

Haverhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Maiden, 


Methuen, 

Norton, 

Palmer, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham. 

Pittsfield, 

Randolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Wellesley, 

Westfield, 

Wobum.  —  39. 


Class  3. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriates 
money,  hut  is  fu>t  represented  in  the  management. 


Amherst, 

Great  Barrington, 

Princeton, 

Aflhfield, 

Harwich, 

Scituate, 

Brewster, 

TiPe, 

Stockbridge, 

Chatham, 

Monson, 

Tisbury, 

Cheshire, 

Nantucket, 

Ware, 

Cottage  City, 

Northbridge, 

Westhampton, 

Duxbury, 

Plymouth, 

West  Tisbury.       22. 

Gardner, 

Class  4. 

Towns  in  which  there 

are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with 

the  town. 

Barnstable, 

Fairhaven, 

Raynham, 

Becket, 

Gloucester, 

Rehoboth, 

Billerica, 

Hopkinton, 

Wareham, 

Buckland, 

Ipswich, 

Worthington, 

Conway, 

Marion, 

Yarmouth.  — 17. 

Easton, 

Norwell, 

Class  5. 

Towns  which  have  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places, 

Newbury, Newburjrport  Public  Library. 

Washington, Becket  Athenadum.  —  2. 
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Library  News  and  Notes  of  Progress. 

The  following  paragraphs,  gleaned  from  library  reports  and 
various  other  sources,  will  be  read  with  interest  by  all  who  have 
the  encouragement  and  fostering  of  the  free  public  libraries  of 
the  Commonwealth  at  heart :  — 

Abington.  a  steady  gain  in  circulation  is  reported,  —  34,020  for 
the  year,  of  which  59  per  cent,  was  at  the  branch  library.  Over 
75  per  cent,  of  the  total  was  fiction.  A  considerable  number  of 
books  have  been  given  to  the  library  during  the  year. 

Acton.  The  number  of  volumes  has  passed  the  10,000  mark  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  circulation  has  been  5,669.  Accessions  have 
numbered  531,  of  which  42  have  been  gifts. 

AcusHNET.  The  number  of  books  taken  out  and  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  use  the  reading  table  increase  constantly,  and  the  chief 
drawback  to  the  full  success  of  the  library  now  is  the  insufficient 
accommodation  in  the  present  quarters.  A  modern  dictionary,  an 
encyclopaedia  and  various  valuable  reference  books  have  been  added, 
and  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  are  more  and 
more  relying  on  the  library  for  help  in  certain  studies  and  essays. 
The  trustees  suggest  that  the  town  should  give  the  library  the 
amount  of  the  dog  tax.  The  Woman's  Education  Association 
loaned  an  interesting  collection  of  photographs  of  China.  The 
Proscenium  Club  of  New  Bedford  gave  a  dramatic  entertainment 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  the  proceeds  being  applied  to  sub- 
scriptions for  magazines  for  the  Long  Plain  branch. 

Adams.  Some  years  ago  the  library  received  from  the  trustees  of  the 
Lyman  Crawford  estate  a  sum  of  money,  the  interest  of  which 
was  to  be  used  at  stated  intervals  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  interest,  a  little  over  $200, 
has  been  applied  to  this  purpose,  and  a  collection  of  books 
on  the  useful  arts  and  the  fine  arts  has  been  bought  and  placed 
in  a  special  case,  inscribed  Lyman  Crawford  Collection.  It  is 
hoped  that  other  friends  of  the  library  will  imitate  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's example.  This  year  the  plan  of  limiting  to  seven  days  the 
time  in  which  new  fiction  may  be  retained,  with  a  fine  of  three 
cents  a  day  for  overtime,  has  been  adopted.  The  plan  is  re- 
ceived with  favor,  and  a  noticeable  increase  in  circulation  has 
resulted,  being  nearly  1,200  larger  than  in  1906.  Eleven  exhibits 
of  pictures  from  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  made.  The  trus- 
tees express  grief  at  the  death  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Burton,  intimately 
connected  with  the  library  from  its  start,  and  for  years  chair- 
man of  the  Board.  Mrs.  Lois  B.  Holden  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 


10  FREE  PUBLIC   LIBRARIES.  [Jan, 

Alford.  The  circulation  for  the  past  year  has  shown  a  decrease,  both 
in  the  books  owned  by  the  library  and  in  those  loaned  by  the 
Woman's  Education  Association.  The  town  appropriation  baT- 
ing  been  cut  from  $25  to  $20,  the  trustees  ascribe  the  lack  of 
funds  with  which  to  buy  new  books  occasionally  as  the  chief 
cause   for   the   waning   interest. 

AiCESBURY.     The   circulation   gained  4,000  in  1907,    reaching   37^326, 
the  highest  point  in  the  library's  history.     A   bequest   of  $1,000 
from  Mrs.  William  H.  Swasey  of  Newburyport  has  been  named 
the  James  Babson  Fund,  in  memory  of  her  brother,  a  former  citi- 
zen of  Amesbury.    A  bequest  of  $2,526  from  the  estate  of  John 
A.  Healey,  one  of  the  old  carriage  mechanics  of  Amesbury,  has 
been  designated  the  John  Andrew  Healey  Fund.     The  deaths  of 
Dr.  Horace  6.  Leslie,  a  trustee  for  ten  years,  and   John  Hume, 
a  former  trustee,  are  mentioned  with  deep  regret.     The  will  of 
the  late  Moses  Newell  Huntington,  also  a  former  trustee,  leaves 
to  the  library  about  70  books,  a  collection  of  engravings  and  his 
large   collection  of  minerals,  relics,  etc.,  and  money    enough  to 
provide  cases  for  their  safe  keeping.    A  large  oil  painting,  val- 
ued  at  $1,000,   was  the  gift   of   the   artist,   Charles    H.    Davis. 
Many  gifts  of  books  and  periodicals  also  are  acknowledged. 

Amherst.  Town  Library.  Owing  to  fewer  days  of  opening,  the  cir- 
culation has  not  quite  equalled  that  of  1906,  but  291  volumes 
have  been  added,  making  the  total  in  the  catalogue  11,158.  Dra- 
matic entertainments  given  by  friends  have  yielded  nearly  $300 
for  the  purchase  of  books  of  English  and  dramatic  literature. 
Several  books  have  been  presented.  The  deaths  of  Henry  Adams, 
long  a  member  and  former  vice-president,  and  of  Orson  G.  Couch, 
a  corporate  member  and  first  secretary,  holding  that  ofQce  for 
thirty  years,  are  much  deplored. 

North  Amherst  Library  Association.  Miss  Ella  F.  Hall  has 
been  made  an  honorary  member,  in  recognition  of  her  voluntary 
services  in  establishing  the  card  catalogue  system.  The  directors 
have  been  empowered  and  directed  to  equip  the  library  with  elec- 
tric lights,  if  in  their  judgment  the  expense  is  not  too  great. 

Andover.  The  work  of  reorganization,  mentioned  in  the  last  report, 
has  gone  steadily  on,  and  some  of  its  results  are  shown  in  the 
great  increase  in  circulation  — 10,767  above  1906  —  and  in  the 
appreciation  by  the  public  of  the  new  books  and  the  open  shelves. 
The  work  with  the  schools  has  been  most  encouraging,  the  teach- 
ers co-operating  most  cordially  with  the  Ubrary  staff.  Special 
work  in  conjunction  with  the  Tuesday  and  November  dubs  also 
has  been  productive  of  good  results.  The  needs  of  Sunday-sehool 
teachers  have  been  considered,  and  the  Phillips  fund,  mentioned 
in  the  last  report,  has  made  it  possible  to  provide  for  them  with 
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unusual  generosity.  The  Woman's  Education  Association  has 
sent  one  traveling  library  on  Venice,  with  accompanying  photo- 
graphs, which  was  greatly  enjoyed.  During  November  and  Decem- 
ber Miss  Twichell  told  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  stories  to  the 
children,  who  came  in  groups  of  ten,  to  their  great  delight  and 
benefit.  A  suggestion  in  the  last  report  of  the  librarian,  that  the 
antiquated  scientific  books  on  the  shelves  should  be  weeded  out 
and  be  replaced  by  an  up-to-date  collection  of  practical  works 
on  textile  subjects,  has  been  realized,  the  owners  of  the  local 
cotton  mills  and  rubber  works  personally  defraying  the  cost. 
The  town  at  its  last  annual  meeting  voted  $500,  in  addition  to 
the  dog  tax,  for  the  support  of  the  library  —  a  very  gratifying 
departure  from  the  usage  of  former  years.  The  entire  library 
is  now  equipped  with  the  Browne  loan  system,  and  its  results 
are  shown  in  these  circulation  statistics:  Jan.  1,  to  Aug.  31,  1906, 
11,422  volumes;  same  period,  1908,  23,646  volumes. 

Arlington.  Bobbins  Library.  To  make  good  in  part  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Booklovers'  Library,  a  certain  number  of  books  has  been 
kept  at  the  Arlington  Heights  reading  room  during  the  past  seven 
months,  the  number  delivered  during  that  period  from  this  read- 
ing room  being  195,  and  the  number  of  volumes  there  being  583. 
The  total  circulation  was  a  trifie  less  than  in  1906,  doubtless  due 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Booklovers'  Library,  with  its  large  sup- 
ply of  fiction.  The  library  was  represented  in  the  centennial 
celebration  parade  by  a  float  containing  two  paintings  of  the  old 
Adams  house,  the  former  home  of  the  library.  Miss  Louise  V. 
Marsh,  for  fifteen  years  in  charge  of  the  children's  room,  re- 
signed and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Edith  C.  Rice.  Several  exhi- 
bitions of  pictures  have  been  made,  and  the  library  has  received 
many  gifts  of  books  and  periodicals. 

AsHBURNHAM.  The  covcrs  have  been  removed  from  all  the  books 
except  the  juveniles  and  fiction,  thus  giving  a  chance  for  all  in- 
terested to  see  what  the  library  contains.  It  is  intended  that*  all 
newly  purchased  books  shall  remain  for  at  least  a  month  on  a 
special  shelf,  where  they  can  be  inspected  by  all  visitors,  after- 
ward being  distributed  to  their  proper  departments.  A  large 
new  case  has  been  added  to  the  furnishings,  relieving  the  previ- 
ous congestion.  A  card  catalogue  of  authors  in  a  special  case 
has  been  completed  by  Mrs.  William  D.  Miller,  for  whose  ardu- 
ous  and   valuable   labor  the   trustees   express  gratitude. 

Ashland.  A  gift  worthy  of  mention  is  noted:  12  quarto  volumes, 
superbly  bound,  including  Longfellow  (3  volumes),  "History  of 
the  Crusades"  (2  volumes).  La  Fontaine's  "Fables,"  and  repro- 
ductions of  famous  paintings.  The  donor  is  a  former  resident 
of  Ashland,  and  his  gift  is  highly  appreciated.    The  open-shelf 
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system  has  proved  a  complete  success,  and  it  is  believed  that  no 
books  have  been  stolen  since  it  was  inaugurated.  The  shelf  list 
of  books  prepared  by  the  librarian  has  been  completed,  and  is  of 
great  assistance  in  making  the  annual  examination.  SeTeral  ex- 
hibitions of  pictures  from  the  Art  Library  Association  have  added 
to  the  interest  in  the  library  during  the  past  year. 

Athol.  The  circulation  continues  to  show  a  gratifying  increase,  and 
the  work  in  the  young  people's  department,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  school  teachers,  is  having  encouraging  results.  More  com- 
modious quarters  for  this  department  are  needed.  The  duplicate 
collection  is  being  increased  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  is  becom- 
ing popular,  enabling  patrons  to  obtain  new  fiction  promptly  at 
a  slight  cost.  The  cost  of  rebinding  books  is  becoming  such  a 
heavy  burden  that  the  librarian  suggests  the  advisability  of  buy- 
ing books  put  into  strong  bindings  directly  from  the  sheets. 
Though  the  first  cost  would  be  a  little  greater,  the  annoyance  of 
having  to  withdraw  recent  books  from  the  shelves  for  several 
weeks  at  a  time,  awaiting  rebinding,  would  be  obviated. 

Attlebobough.  The  new  library  building,  opened  to  the  public  Nov. 
7,  1907,  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  proves  to  be  much  more 
convenient  and  comfortable,  both  for  the  patrons  and  for  the 
attendants,  than  the  former  quarters,  and  the  result  is  largely 
increased  attendance  and  interest.  The  children,  especially,  are 
making  much  use  of  their  pleasant  room  after  school  hours,  and 
high  school  students  are  using  the  reference  room  freely.  A  re- 
registration,  begun  when  the  new  library  was  occupied,  had  reached 
a  total  of  1,750  borrowers  by  January  1.  The  open-shelf  system 
is  giving  satisfaction;  the  average  loss  per  year  for  eleven  years 
is  7  from  the  children's  and  14  from  the  adult  department.  The 
library  has  been  open  from  10  a.m.  to  9  p.h.  on  week  days  and 
the  reading  room  on  Sundays  from  3  to  9  p.m.  The  second 
floor  of  the  building  is  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Sundays  from 
*  3  to  6  P.M.  The  Cutter  numbering  for  fiction  has  been  aban- 
doned, as  of  no  special  value;  this  makes  a  saving  in  labor.  The 
dictionary  system  of  cataloguing  is  being  applied  to  all  new 
books;  it  will  be  extended  to  old  books  as  fast  as  convenient 
Many  books  in  bad  condition  when  the  library  was  removed  were 
sent  to  a  small  library  at  Westport  Mills,  in  charge  of  Dr. 
Burt. 

Auburn.  A  branch  library  has  been  started  at  Stoneville,  and  at 
last  report  43  persons  were  availing  themselves  of  its  facilities. 
Public  school  teachers  and  scholars  have  made  more  use  of  the 
library  during  the  past  year  than  ever  before,  and  a  general 
awakening  of  interest  is  apparent.  The  trustees  have  bought 
about  100  new  books  during  the  past  sununer,  and  some  improve- 


1909.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT— No.  44.  13 

ments  have  been  made  in  the  library  room,  especially  the  removal 
of  the  railing,  so  that  patrons  now  can  go  to  the  shelves  without 
hindrance.  The  card  catalogue  is  practically  complete  and  is 
much  used  by  readers.  A  collection  of  minerals  and  woods  was 
placed  on  exhibition  by  the  librarian  for  a  time,  and  the  Woman's 
Education  Association  loaned  a  collection  of  bird  charts  in  the 
autumn,  largely  for  the  use  of  the  teachers. 

Avon.  Larger  quarters,  allowing  more  shelf  room,  are  becoming  a 
necessity  if  the  library  is  to  fill  the  place  which  the  public  demand 
of  it.  There  has  been  an  increasing  inquiry  for  scientific  works 
of  an  educational  nature  and  some  of  the  best  standard  books 
have  been  bought.  The  trustees  recognize  the  importance  of 
supplying  this  most  laudable  demand,  and  will  give  more  atten- 
tion to  this  branch  of  the  library's  needs  during  the  coming  year. 
The  Dewey  catalogue  system  is  proving  a  success. 

Ayer.  The  trustees,  realizing  the  importance  of  familiarizing  the 
public  with  the  library  and  its  contents,  which  they  believe  better 
attained  by  a  brief  personal  examination  of  the  books  themselves 
than  by  any  number  of  catalogues,  have  made  a  beginning  toward 
making  the  books  more  accessible.  A  bookcase  has  been  placed 
just  outside  the  librarian's  desk,  for  all  the  newest  books,  which 
all  who  visit  the  library  are  free  to  examine.  The  trustees  recom- 
mend the  free  use  of  the  privilege  of  examining  books  in  the 
reading  room  by  taking  them  out  on  the  slips  provided  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  the  teachers  encourage  their  pupils  to  use  the 
library,  and  suggest  to  them  proper  courses  of  study.  A  gift 
of  10  volumes  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  A.  S.  Hudson 
is  acknowledged. 

Barnstable.  Centerville  Free  Public  Library  Association.  During 
the  past  summer  the  library  has  received  one  gift  of  $100,  be- 
sides others  of  smaller  amounts;  another  $100  has  been  raised 
by  the  Library  Aid  and  added  to  the  funds. 

Cotuit  Library.  For  the  year  ending  Aug.  1,  1908,  there  were 
4,678  books  in  the  library,  with  a  circulation  of  4,917.  The  P.  M. 
Club  presented  the  library  with  $60  worth  of  books,  also  a  large 
number  of  periodicals.  Summer  visitors  to  Cotuit  are  free  to 
use  this  library,  which  is  supported  wholly  by  voluntary  gifts, 
but  they  are  requested  to  contribute  to  its  maintenance. 

Hyannis  Free  Public  Library  Association.  This  library  has 
been  moved  from  the  unprepossessing  room  which  it  has  occupied 
in  a  business  block  to  a  house  on  Main  Street,  recently  bought 
by  Dr.  James  Otis,  where  he  has  fitted  up  three  rooms  for  the 
use  of  the  library,  —  a  reading  room,  a  children's  room  and  a 
general  room,  —  all  light,  clean  and  cheerful.  It  opened  in  its 
new  quarters  Sept.  19,  1908.    Miss  Bradford,  the  librarian,  re- 
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cently  resigned,  and  Miss  Martha  N.  Sonle  has  been  made  direetor 
for  the  present. 

Marston's  Mills  Public  Library.  This  library  is  closed  for  a 
time,  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

Osterville  Public  Library.  A  children's  alcove,  costing  $600, 
has  been  built.  A  gift  of  $100  was  received  in  August,  and 
Burton  Holmes's  "Travelogues,"  10  volumes,  bonght  with  a  part 
of  this  money.  In  July  and  August,  2,611  volumes  were  dis- 
tributed. This  was  considerably  more  than  the  circulation  of  the 
whole  previous  year. 

Babre.  The  experiment  of  branch  libraries  at  South  Barre  and  Barre 
Plains  has  been  tried  since  August  1,  and  is  still  considered  as  in 
the  experimental  stage.  The  former  branch  is  open  two  evenings 
each  week,  G.  Garfield  Glass  being  in  charge;  that  at  Barre 
Plains  is  open  one  afternoon  a  week,  and  is  in  charge  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  One  hundred  books  were  sent 
to  each  place,  and  they  will  be  changed  as  often  as  seems  neces- 
sary. 

Becket.  The  Becket  AthensBum  has  re-elected  Omri  S.  Willis  presi- 
dent, Charles  E.  Lyman  vice-president.  Miss  Mary  E.  Chureh 
secretary.  Miss  H.  C.  Snow  treasurer,  Henry  A.  Jennings  audi- 
tor and  Mrs.  Eliza  Millard  librarian.  Misses  Snow  and  Chureli 
were  chosen  a  conmiittee  to  buy  new  books. 

Bedford.  The  trustees  believe  that  the  problem  of  the  care  and  pres- 
ervation of  the  famous  Bedford  flag,  believed  to  have  been  car- 
ried to  Concord,  April  19,  1775,  by  Nathaniel  Page,  Jr.,  one 
of  the  Bedford  minutemen,  has  been  solved.  A  substantial  case 
has  been  made,  which  is  securely  attached  to  one  of  the  inner 
sides  of  the  town  vault.  Within  this  case  the  flag  has  been  care- 
fully stretched  between  two  sheets  of  plate  glass,  so  that  both 
sides  of  the  flag  can  be  seen  when  it  is  on  exhibition.  The  danger 
of  the  destruction  of  this  priceless  relic  by  fire  is  thus  averted. 
Books  added  during  the  year,  824,  making  the  aggregate  8,524; 
circulation,  9,427.  Gifts  of  books  during  the  year,  446;  from 
Edwin  Brooks  fund,  211;  purchased,  167. 

Belchertown.  The  trustees  voted  at  their  annual  meeting  in  June 
to  close  the  library  on  Monday  afternoons  and  Tuesday  evenings, 
thus  reducing  the  open  hours  per  week  by  five,  as  the  attoidanee 
did  not  warrant  the  previous  schedule.  For  the  quarter  ended 
August  31  the  circulation  was  2,457.  The  experiment  tried  by 
the  superintendent  of  schools,  of  sending  collections  of  books  to 
the  outlying  schools,  proved  successful,  57  books  having  a  eireula- 
tion  of  480.  The  library  received  $1,000  by  the  will  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Harriette  Dwight  Longley,  in  memory  of  her  father,  Nathan- 
iel Dwight,  a  trustee  of  the  library  from  its  incorporation  in 
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1887  to  his  death.  Miss  Barton,  the  librarian,  was  re-elected 
by  the  trustees,  having  held  the  position  during  the  twenty-one 
years  of  the  library's  existence.  D.  P.  Clapp,  president  of  the 
Clapp  Memorial  Library,  which  was  presented  to  the  town  by 
his  brother,  John  Francis  Clapp,  died  of  pneumonia  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, Fla.,  on  Christmas  day,  1908.  He  was  the  last  member  of 
a  family  of  six  children  of  James  Harvey  Clapp,  was  seventy- 
four  years  old,  and,  though  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  for 
many  years,  was  always  a  loyal  son  of  Belchertown,  and  his 
fine  summer  residence  in  that  town  was  always  a  source  of  great 
pleasure  to  him  and  was  maintained  at  a  large  yearly  expense. 

Bellingham.  a  branch  has  been  established  at  Crooks'  Comer,  mak- 
ing five  branches  where  about  60  books  are  kept  on  hand  for 
delivery  and  exchanged  by  free  transportation  every  six  weeks. 
Both  juveniles  and  adults  are  reading  better  books  than  formerly. 
The  appropriation  for  the  past  year  having  been  reduced  from 
$200  to  $150,  seriously  hampers  the  library  in  its  work. 

Belmont.  The  circulation  for  1907  showed  a  greater  increase  than 
in  any  year  since  1903,  the  first  year  after  the  opening  of  the 
new  library  building.  The  books  added  numbered  306.  Books 
have  been  sent  to  Waverley  twice  a  week,  as  usual,  the  number 
circulated  totaling  4,519.  The  weekly  delivery  at  Payson  Park 
aggregated  2,307.  The  kindness  of  Miss  Freeman  in  taking  charge 
of  this  delivery  is  much  appreciated.  The  Library  Art  Club  sent 
fifteen  exhibitions  of  pictures,  and  an  exhibition  of  photographs 
by  local  artists  was  much  enjoyed. 

Berkardston.  The  librarian,  who  gained  useful  and  valuable  knowl- 
edge during  a  period  spent  at  the  library  school  in  Boston, 
through  the  kindness  of  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  has 
made  a  beginning  in  collecting  historical  data  relating  to  the  town 
and  its  inhabitants,  and  is  trying  to  obtain  pictures,  pamphlets, ' 
newspaper  reports  of  notable  events,  etc.,  to  add  to  the  collec- 
tion. Already  she  has  received  several  gifts  of  pictures,  notably 
some  early  portraits  of  Governor  Cushman.  A  friend  of  the 
town  has  offered  the  library  a  large  collection  of  pamphlets,  pic- 
tures, town  reports  covering  many  years,  etc.,  on  consideration 
of  a  suitable  place  being  provided.  The  circulation  is  growing 
steadily. 

Beverly.  The  work  of  the  library  and  the  acconunodation  of  its 
patrons  are  seriously  hampered  by  lack  of  room,  and  a  new 
building  is  becoming  a  pressing  necessity.  The  increase  in  cir- 
culation and  the  consequent  increase  in  accessions  are  emphasiz- 
ing these  conditions.  For  1907  the  circulation  increased  more 
than  2,000  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  net  gain  in 
accessions  was  1,037.    The  reading  room  in  Endicott  block  showed 
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a  gain  in  readers  and  students  of  more  than  200,  and  is  becoining 
more  and  more  a  great  convenience.  The  school  circulation  of 
5,919  was  particularly  encouraging  and  especially  helpfuL  The 
Farms  branch  circulated  5,959  volumes.  The  Edward  Burley  fund 
amounts  to  $881,  having  accumulated  from  a  bequest  of  $500  in 
1892.  It  is  reserved  as  the  nucleus  of  a  permanent  fund,  to 
*  which  it  is  hoped  additions  may  be  made  from  time  to  time. 

Blandford.  By  the  will  of  Mrs.  Josephine  S.  Porter  of  Hart- 
ford, the  giver  of  the  library  building,  who  died  in  May,  1908, 
the  library  will  receive,  on  the  settlement  of  her  estate,  $2,000 
in  trust,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  to  pay  the  insurance 
premiums  on  the  building  and  its  contents  and  to  purchase 
new  books.  Gifts  of  books  and  magazine  subscriptions  have  been 
made  by  simuner  cottagers  the  past  season,  and  the  Woman's 
Education  Association  has  loaned  the  library  its  collection  of 
books  and  pictures  on  Dutch  and  Flemish  art,  which  has  been 
I  much  enjoyed. 

I  Boi/rON.    The  library  is  much  indebted  to  Miss  Zipporah  Sawyer  of 

!  Medford  for  the  gift  of  166  volumes,  among  them  a  set  of  the 

I  Century  "  Dictionary  and  Cyclopedia; "  to  the  Lancaster  Town 

I  Library  for  several  volumes,  including  a  roistered  copy  of  the 

"White  House  Gallery"  of  official  portraits  of  the  Presidents; 
and  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Brown  of  Clinton  for  31  volumes. 
Boston.  The  Boston  Public  Library  is  not  a  single  isolated  collec- 
tion of  books,  but  a  system  of  libraries,  including  not  only  the 
central  library  in  Copley  Square,  but  also  28  branches  and  read- 
ing rooms  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  to  which  books  are  r^^- 
larly  delivered,  as  well  as  to  46  engine  houses,  31  institutions  and 
to  108  public  and  parochial  schools.  The  maintenance  of  this 
system  involves  the  care  and  management  of  properties  repre- 
senting an  investment  of  at  least  $5,000,000,  and  the  library  cor- 
poration holds  $422,224  in  invested  trust  funds.  The  experiment 
mentioned  in  last  year's  notes,  of  restricting  access  to  open 
shelves,  has  worked  successfully,  without  friction,  and  has  re- 
duced the  number  of  books  lost.  Children  under  sixteen  years 
of  age  are  required  to  present  a  library  card  or  identification 
ticket  before  being  admitted  to  open  shelves  in  branches  and 
reading  rooms.  The  plan  has  had  a  good  effect  on  discipluie, 
preventing  the  influx  of  crowds  of  disorderly  children  and  pro- 
moting the  attendance  of  adults.  The  conservative  policy  as 
to  the  selection  and  purchase  of  fiction  has  been  maintained,  as 
for  several  years  past.  The  number  of  volumes  of  English  prose 
fiction  bought  during  the  year  was  1,623,  costing  $1,573.  Re- 
placements of  fiction  worn  out  required  8,123  volumes.  The  to- 
tal number  of  volumes  added  by  gift  and  purchase  numbered 
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40,742,  —  an  increase  of  3,290  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  —  and  the  net  increase  was  18,999,  making  the  total  in  the 
Boston  library  system  922,348.  The  circulation  figures  for  home 
use  are  as  follows:  central  library,  371,809;  branch  department, 
1,046,023;  schools  and  institutions,  111,279;  total,  1,529,111;  in- 
crease over  previous  year,  67,708.  The  use  of  the  library  through 
its  reference  and  reading-room  service,  while  not  registered  sta- 
tistically, probably  exceeds  the  home  use  of  books.  At  times  the 
great  Bates  Hall  reading  room  is  taxed  to  its  full  capacity,  and 
about  500,000  call  slips  for  the  use  of  books  at  its  tables  have 
been  used  in  the  past  year.  The  children's  department  of  the 
central  library  issued  55,379  books  directly  and  20,054  more 
through  the  branch  department.  The  total  cost  of  maintenance 
for  the  year  was  $341,750.56,  of  which  $95,234  was  for  branches 
and  stations.  A  new  reading  room  was  opened  at  1518  Tremont 
Street,  a  reading  room  at  362  Neponset  Avenue  was  substituted 
for  a  shop  station  in  that  section,  the  Mattapan  reading  room 
was  transferred  to  a  new  and  more  central  location,  and  the 
Upham's  Comer  reading  room  was  made  a  branch  library.  The 
collection  in  the  fine  arts  department  has  been  increased  to  18,865 
photographs  and  7,943  process  pictures,  which  are  in  great  de- 
mand for  school  and  art  class  work  and  for  exhibitions.  During 
the  year  66  study  clubs  visited  this  department  for  purposes  of 
study,  with  an  attendance  of  868,  besides  constant  visits  of  stu- 
dents from  the  Fine  Arts  Museum  and  Normal  Art  School  and 
other  like  institutions.  Oil  portraits  of  four  of  the  ministers 
of  the  old  West  Church  (now  the  West  End  branch)  have  been 
presented  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Bartol,  and  have  been  hung  on  the 
walls  of  the  building  in  which  the  originals  ministered  for  many 
years.  Free  lectures,  with  stereopticon  illustrations  were  given 
in  the  lecture  hall  weekly  from  November  to  May,  and  were 
largely  attended.  The  character  of  the  evening  and  Sunday  use 
of  the  library  shows  that  many  readers  would  be  unable  to  use 
it  during  the  week-day  working  hours.  Reference  work  with  pub- 
lic school  teachers  and  pupils  is  becoming  more  and  more  ex- 
tensive and  important.  Each  branch  and  station  is  visited  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  day  by  children  from  neighboring  schools  seek- 
ing assistance  in  their  work,  which  is  freely  and  cheerfully  given. 
BoxBOROUGn.  The  library  has  had  the  most  prosperous  year  of  its 
history,  the  circulation  showing  an  increase  of  1,200  volumes 
in  the  past  two  years,  while  170  books  were  added  during  the 
year.  Mrs.  Sarah  S.  T.  Law,  a  former  resident,  gave  a  dozen 
volumes,  and  unknown  friends  in  Boston,  after  inquiring  if  50 
books  would  be  acceptable,  sent  72.  The  beautiful  set  of  pic- 
tures loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association  was  the  most 
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iDtereating  and  instructive  yet  sent  here.  No  finea  ^m  miw 
during  the  year,  aa  the  books  were  generallv  prompth  mxt 
and  the  librarian,  in  ease  of  very  bad  weather,  rainrd  ht 
without  being  requested  to  do  so.  She  expzesss  bnsef  s  r'.- 
ing  to  see  that  a  supply  of  books  is  sent  to  any  one  tKi  »s3 
them  and  is  unahle  to  come  to  the  library  for  them. 

BosFORD.  The  chief  improvement  in  this  library  durins  tk  tw  s 
been  the  adoption  of  the  Dewey  system  of  elasifiation.  to: 
waa  begun  a  year  ago  by  Miss  Mary  Sawyer,  who  lii  fe 
Bessie  Cleai'eland  are  the  volunteer  librarians,  Miss  SiTiir  f- 
ing  when  at  home  and  Miss  Cleaveland  in  the  fonners  ihw 
The  classification  and  the  preparation  of  the  card  tU»)opt  n 
a  labor  of  love  on  Miss  Sawyer's  part,  the  librarr  bari:  - 
part  of  the  expense.  A  successful  garden  party  and  asa  : 
dividual  gifts  prorided  the  money  for  the  card  cabiiwt  «!  = 
drawers,  the  cards,  etc.,  and  left  some  surplns  for  pirriiK: 
books.  Some  worn  books  have  been  rebound  and  moi*  w  '^^ 
purchased  than  in  any  previous  year  for  some  tinie  pK-  '^ 
library  is  attractive  and  all  its  resources  available.  Wlitrj 
not  open  for  the  distribution  of  books  except  on  Sataniir  l"; 
noons,  any  one  desiring  may  take  the  key  and  htw  hte  >^ 
to  the  shelves,  using  the  library  for  a  reading  and  refHwnr"'- 
any  day  and  all  day. 

BOYLSTON.  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Moore  Riebardson  of  Worwsler.  i  :■* 
resident,  painted  and  gave  to  the  library  a  heautifni  «1  iti 
scape.  "  Scene  on  the  Charles  Ri%-er,"  and  Henry  L  IW  : 
Boylston  presented  a  valuable  case  of  stuflfed  biris.  Smfi 
other  gifts  from  friends  are  noted.  The  trustees  hiw  bK^ 
two  card  catalogue  cabinets  and  the  card  catalogue  ii  ^■^' 
completed. 

Bkaiktrke.  At  the  close  of  1907  Mies  Abbie  M.  Arnold.  ^  '^ 
sened  as  librarian  einee  1874,  resigned,  and  the  trastm  v'  ' 
record  their  appreciation  of  her  long  and  faithful  serrirt.  & 
Caroline  M.  Wilkinson  of  Laconia,  N.  H.,  a  graduate  of  P==^'> 
College,  who  has  had  pre\-ious  experience  in  classifvins  tx  nJ 
loguing  libraries,  was  appointed  her  successor,  and  »  it.?*^ 
reorgani/alion  of  the  library  administration  was  bre^jn.  ^' 
Bi-owne  charging  system  and  the  Dewey  classifjcation  «« i" 
troduced.  with  satisfactory  results.  The  shelves  are  ill  pjW  ■ 
the  public,  and  the  children's  books  have  been  septrttK  tt 
those  for  adults,  enabling  the  librarian  to  watch  the  rl^^ 
reading  more  closely  than  heretofore.  Work  with  tie  s««t 
has  been  encouraged  and  the  co-operation  between  tte  t«<* 
and  the  library  force  is  showing  gratifying  nsolts.  B«f 
sent  to  tiic  schools  on   application,    and    an  inereued  m^ 
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of  books  for  supplementary  reading,  especially  in  history  and 
biography,  is  noted.  A  list  for  use  in  the  lower  grades  is  being 
prepared.  The  hour  of  opening  has  been  changed  from  2  to 
12.30  P.M.;  to  accommodate  high  school  and  Thayer  Academy  pu- 
pils. Renewed  interest  in  the  library  is  being  shown  among  the 
townspeople.  A  gift  of  $100  by  Mr.  George  0.  Wales;  another 
gift  of  $100  to  help  pay  for  the  new  steel  stacks,  a  greatly  ap- 
preciated improvement;  an  appropriation  of  $150  by  the  Philer- 
gians,  for  the  improvement  of  the  reading  room,  in  the  interest 
of  the  young  people;  and  the  gift  of  $150  by  the  Woman's  Club, 
for  new  tables  and  chairs  in  the  children's  room,  are  illustrations 
of  this  public  appreciation.  More  up-to-date,  practical  books 
for  those  engaged  in  useful  occupations  are  needed  and  it  is  hoped 
soon  will  be  secured. 

Brewster.  The  circulation  has  shown  a  large  increase  over  1907, 
having  been  2,500.  During  the  year  a  wide  granolithic  walk  has 
been  laid  from  the  library  to  the  street,  which  has  added  much 
to  the  appearance  of  the  place.  A  series  of  card  parties  was 
given  in  the  library  rooms  during  the  sunmier,  the  proceeds  be- 
ing used  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  library.  Mr.  A.  L. 
Thomdike,  a  summer  resident,  presented  two  weekly  and  seven 
monthly  magazines  for  the  year.  Additions  to  the  books  were 
50  volumes.  The  library  is  open  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afternoons  from  2  to  5. 

Bridgewater.  a  gift  of  $5,000  has  been  received.  The  library  has 
been  opened  on  Sundays  with  fair  attendance,  and  on  four  even- 
ings a  week.  The  lighting  of  the  stack  room  has  been  improved 
during  the  past  year;  more  shelf  room  is  needed  urgently;  enough 
can  be  added  at  small  expense  to  meet  immediate  needs.  The  in- 
stallation of  steel  stacks  will  be  necessary  before  long,  in  the 
interests  of  economy  of  room  and  efficiency  of  ser\ice.  Another 
step  that  must  be  taken  soon  is  the  establishment  of  a  children's 
room.  A  bequest  of  $1,000  for  the  use  of  the  library,  under  the 
will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Ellen  Bates  Markham,  has  been  paid  into 
the  town  treasury  during  the  year,  and  several  other  gifts  from 
friends  of  the  library  have  been  received. 

Brimfield.  More  than  ever  before,  the  library  has  become,  during 
the  past  year,  a  ))ower  as  a  social  center,  as  well  as  the  focus 
of  the  intellectual  activities  of  the  town.  The  opening  of  the 
electric  railway  enables  the  residents  of  East  Brimfield  to  visit 
the  library,  make  their  own  selections  of  books  and  enjoy  the 
other  advantages  to  be  found  there.  West  Brimfield  people,  also, 
are  sharing  in  its  benefits,  and  so  many  persons  from  out  of  town 
have  been  drawn  to  the  library  that  a  friend  has  presented  a 
visitor's  book,  wherein  over  300  from  other  places  registered  dur- 
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ing  the  season.     A  recent  visitor  writes  to  the  Sprisgfid ': 
publican :  "  "  Thanks  to  the  sympathetic  planning  of  Jbi  Ir 
A.   Tarfaell,  the  librarian,    the    library  has  bcccnne  >  Ink!:- 
flueuce  in  the  village  life.     There  is  an  air  of  KMMlniitT  ^ 
the  place  which  does  not   often    mingie  with  the  lOUHiin  i 
booka.     The  great   fireplace   in    the   reading  room  hat  benet : 
truth  '  the  village  hearthstone.'     In   cold   weather  a  ntfu  3 
is  kept  burning,  and  the   farmers  who  come  sometiiDei  tv  sb 
to  get  out  a  hook  find  here  a  friendly  comfort.    Ofia  « nz 
eveninps  the  village  people  gather  about  the  hearthstMit '« tc 
quiet   form  of  social    diversion.     Varioas   literary  ud  bisM 
Bocieties  use  the  library  as  their   visiting  place.    Tbe  Hbniy^ 
been  recently  enriched  by  the  giift  of  two  remaikahle  TDlanKsin 
Oeorge  Bacon  of  Springrfleld.      These   are  the  bot^  alM  a 
cient  Egypt  or  Mizraim,'   the   work  of  Samuel  Aopisno  Ifci 
He  prepared  these  volumes  with  a  marvellous  M.  of  Ukamc 
The  edition  was  limited  and  the  two  sold  together  for  f6M.  T: 
true  value  of  the  books  was   not  realized  until  it  ins  diw^ 
by  accident  last  June."     The    library   bad  on  ezMbitioa  i:=: 
the  summer  tbe  drawings  and  color  designs  (inclndis?  tbM3 
won  for  him  a  scholarship)    of  Walter   E.  Corbin,  a  tcke? 
of  the  town,   now  a  student    at    Pratt    Institute.    The*,  k 
number  of  75,  were  placed  about  the  library,  so  as  to  be  to' 
tive   as  well   as  inspiring.     There    was    also   a  lemAibbtt  S^ 
made  by  the  same  young  man,    which   was  kept  on  iht  ok^ 
room   table   for   examination.     It    was    a    handbook  of  Ixa? 
illustrated  with  more  than  300  drawings  of  armorial  bnntf ' 
color.     The  influence  on   the  young   people  of  this  *«*  "'  ' 
of  their  number  was  noteworthy.      The  librarian  is  pirac  -'■ 
attention  to  the  collecting  of  local    photographs  and  pot:  tfs 
with  special  reference  to  those  illustrating  iroproTemeDls  ir  * 
forming  and  its  products.     One  pictnre  represents  a  bMiw-fr* 
which  an  unusually  lai^  quantity  of  honey  is  being  tik«l«' 
local  enthusiast  in  bee  keeping.     The  yonnp  folks  havB  \>ff-  '- 
tertained  by  stereoscopic  views,  of    which   several  hundni  ^ 
a  number  of  stereoscopes,  have  been   presented.    Many  nfe :: 
local    history    have   been    placed    in    the    library.    Tbe  litf  1* 
Eudocia  Converse  Flynt  of  Monson   left  a  valuable  set  of ' 
"  The  World's  Great  Masterpieces,"    in    20    volume,  Mrs.  i** 
Wales  Dyer,   another  native   of   the    town,    has  prweotri  » "* 
londscaiie,  and  Mrs,  William  D,  Stroud  of  Washington  »  «!** 
oil    p-iintinp:  of   her  grandfather,    Lothario    Danielaon.  n»li"  ' 
Briinfield  and  a  cotisin  of  Sarah  Danielson,  from  whom  tlw  liW! 
took  its  natoe.     Mrs.  Mary  Knight    Hyde  of  'Ware,  a  niti"  ^ 
the  town,  has  added  another  gift    of   $100    to  the  fond  b 
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her  name.  The  Bay  Path  Library  Club  held  a  meeting  around 
the  blazing  hearth  fire  on  November  5,  at  which  addresses  and 
papers  of  great  interest  and  value  to  librarians  formed  the 
intellectual  feature,  and  a  dinner,  the  proceeds  of  which  go  to 
benefit  the  local  improvement  society,  added  to  the  social  enjoy- 
ment. 

Brockton.  The  most  important  single  item  of  interest  for  the  cur- 
rent library  year  has  been  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  by  the 
city  government,  which  has  made  possible  an  improvement  long 
desired,  —  the  erection  of  a  floor  and  additional  shelves  over  a 
section  of  the  library  now  occupied  by  stacks;  also  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  children's  room  by  cutting  through  into  an  adjoining 
room.  These  changes  will  afford  relief  to  quarters  long  over- 
crowded. The  circulation  increase  for  the  present  year  promises 
to  be  very  large  and  shows  a  much  wider  use  of  the  library. 
One  effect  of  the  augmented  circulation  has  been  an  added  cost 
for  rebinding  books,  due  to  increased  wear  and  tear.  The  appli- 
cation of  the  eight-hour  law  to  binders  doing  municipal  work 
has  also  added  about  10  per  cent,  to  the  expense  for  this  item. 
A  special  effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  number  of  books 
on  applied  science,  and  the  new  purchases  in  this  field  are  eagerly 
read.  The  library  has  availed  itself  of  the  opportunity  to  secure 
current  books  in  the  reinforced  binding  that  is  supplied  by  some 
publishers;  also  purchasing  freely  from  the  lists  of  Cedric  Chi- 
vers,  who  has  done  so  much  to  improve  the  quality  of  library 
binding.  Work  with  the  schools  has  been  supplemented  by  short 
talks  to  the  children  of  the  ninth  grades,  who  have  come  to  the 
library  for  elementary  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  catalogue 
and  reference  books.  This  work  has  been  carried  on  in  a  syste- 
matic way,  through  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  superintendent 
of  schools. 

Brookline.  With  the  steady  growth  in  population  of  the  town  there 
has  been  as  steady  an  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library.  The 
issue  of  books  for  home  use  and  the  registration  of  card  holders 
have  shown  unusually  large  gains.  The  use  of  the  library  on 
Sundays  has  steadily  increased,  and  the  reference  room  and  the 
alcoves  especially  are  largely  in  demand  by  readers  and  students. 
An  increased  use  of  the  open  shelves  is  noted.  The  Lowell 
courses  of  history  and  English  have  attracted  many  students  from 
Brookline,  and  for  their  use  all  of  the  prescribed  and  much  of 
the  collateral  reading  has  been  set  apart  on  tables  in  the  back 
of  the  library,  so  that  the  books  are  of  use  to  all  who  need  them, 
while  if  they  were  allowed  to  circulate  a  very  few  persons  would 
monopolize  them.  The  circulation  of  pictures,  exclusive  of  those 
issued  from  the  schoolroom,  has  been  1,393,  an  increase  of  544, 
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or  S4  per  cent.,  over  the  previous  yevr.  Unch  atlcntioD  b;  k 
paid  to  improving  the  collection  of  books  tn  the  duMis')  n> 
ing  room  and  to  making  it  attractive.  The  woA  for  tte  tE 
has  been  begun,  the  purpose  being  to  fonn  the  nuke  ::  i 
collection  of  books  in  raised  type,  but  ^peeiallf  to  yesa 
the  adult  blind  of  the  ease  with  which  anch  boob  my  bt  n^ 
and  to  teach  them  to  read.  The  needed  eqoipmait  of  i^- 
cards,  primers,  slates  for  writing  Braille  and  a  BniDe  vt 
writer  baa  been  procured,  as  well  as  a  few  books.  Onutt} 
generous  policy  of  many  of  the  large  libraries  bannglwiji 
the  blind,  books  may  be  borro'wed  to  any  extent,  »  tbu  1 1 
not  be  necessary  to  accumulate  a  large  coHection,  Ife  las 
W.  Bubier  of  Lynn,  herself  blind  from  birth,  has  b«c  eaS 
to  start  the  work,  in  which  she  has  had  great  spwes  e  t 
home  town.  Upon  the  much -discussed  subject  of  loaa  ir: 
the  open  sbeWes,  the  librarian  gives  the  figures  for  the  W  ■« 
since  the  alcoves  were  opened  to  the  pubUe,  in  conqariwi  c 
tbe  circulation  for  each  year.  It  is  encouraging  to  eM*  tlm  ^ 
losses  do  not  increase  in  proportion  to  the  circnlaiion.  itl - 
the  great  part  of  the  lost  boohs  are  balf-woni  fletioo  ai  P^ 
niles,  taken  carelessly  and  with  no  deliberate  intention  of  tttft ': 
greatest  number  lost  in  any  one  year  was  in  1903.  lltK' 
circulation  of  137,144,  while  the  number  in  1907  wis  «ij  * 
with  a  circulation  of  156,129.  The  number  of  boob  iUk  :' 
the  year  was  3,662,  and  the  home-use  isues  totaled  156J3-' 
gain  of  15,463,  or  88  per  cent.,  over  the  previoos  ynr.  T»»- 
cept  a  position  as  organizer  of  libraries  in  New  YoA  sfc 
Miss  Zaidee  Brown  has  resigned  her  position  of  ibbsImI  b> 
rian,  and  Miss  Etbeldred  Abbot,  late  in  charge  of  tbe  An  Mt« 
at  Wellesley  College,  has  been  appointed  her  snwsa  ■' 
Bpecial  commitlee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  James  B.  Danhw.^* 
liam  H.  Lincohi,  Jerome  Jones,  James  H.  Boody,  Henrr  B.  f»' 
rrank  B.  Connor  and  Heni^  W.  Lamb,  which  was  tjy^ 
at  the  special  town  meeting  of  May  28,  1907,  to  tfxsiaa 
report  on  the  question  of  a  new  library  bnilding  (for  ^  '■ 
was  proposed  to  appropriate  $400,000)  presented  its  rtp":'- 
print  at  a  special  town  meeting  on  Oct.  29,  190S,  bivir* 
voted  a  BTeat  amount  of  time  and  research,  aided  by  ll» » 
vices  of  experts,  including  Mr.  Charles  C.  Soule  and  i  1^ 
Sturgis.  The  committee  asked  for  an  appropriation  <d  < 
$250,000,  for  which  sum,  it  concluded,  a  suiUble  and  lis* 
building  eouid  be  erected.  In  the  matter  of  site,  after  wc: 
ing  several  proposed,  it  was  the  unanimous  dedioM  of  ita  »* 
mitlee  that  tbe  present  site  is  best,  from  its  central  k«Iw-  = 
fine  grade  and  slope,  its  freedom  from  dost  and  wm.  iB*^ 
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space  and  from  the  fact  that  the  public  is  accustomed  to  it.  The 
special  town  meeting  voted  to  appropriate  $244,000  for  the  new 
building,  and  to  erect  it  on  the  old  site,  as  recommended  by  the 
special  conmiittee. 
Cambridge.  The  most  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  library 
since  the  erection  of  the  present  building  was  the  celebration  of  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  establishment,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
April  1,  1908.  Exercises  befitting  the  occasion  were  held  in  the 
delivery  room  and  the  reading  room  of  the  Ubrary  building,  which 
had  been  prepared  under  the  direction  of  a  special  conunittee  of 
arrangements.  The  program  included  six  addresses  and  music  by 
the  Octavo  Choral  Club  of  Boston.  After  the  exercises  an  informal 
reception,  with  refreshments,  was  held  in  the  children's  room,  and 
the  occasion  proved  to  be  a  most  enjoyable  as  well  as  a  most  mem- 
orable one.  The  publication,  in  July,  of  the  "  History  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Public  Library  "  was  a  fitting  sequel  to  the  celebration  of  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  establishment.  The  compilers  were  Dr. 
William  J.  Rolfe,  in  behalf  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  the  libra- 
rian, Clarence  W.  Ayer.  The  book  contains  96  pages,  of  which  the 
historical  sketch  takes  50  pages,  the  addresses  delivered  at  the  anni- 
versary celebration  25  pages,  and  the  appendices  21.  The  illustra- 
tions, including  the  circulation  chart,  were  reprinted  from  the 
annual  report  of  the  previous  year.  In  the  preparation  of  this  work 
Dr.  Rolfe  gave  the  best  part  of  two  months'  time,  and  the  library 
is  fortunate  in  having  for  chief  compiler  of  its  history  a  trustee 
who  has  known  it  so  long  and  so  well.  The  part  relating  to  the 
library  down  to  the  occupancy  of  the  present  building  in  1889  is 
based  upon  an  earlier  historical  sketch,  printed  in  1891,  portions  of 
the  latter  being  incorporated  with  little  or  no  alteration.  The  con- 
spicuous event  in  the  history  of  the  library  is,  as  it  always  will  be, 
the  gift  of  the  present  building  by  the  late  Frederick  H.  Rindge. 
Of  the  six  addresses  that  formed  the  program  of  the  anniversary 
celebration,  that  of  Mayor  Walter  C.  Wardwell  came  first,  dwelling 
with  emphasis  upon  the  need  of  a  "  fund  of  such  size  that  the  board 
of  trustees  may  be  able  to  carry  out  their  laudable  ambitions."  The 
chief  address  of  the  evening,  which  came  next,  was  most  fittingly 
given  by  Col.  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson,  describing,  in  some 
detail,  the  earlier  conditions  of  the  library  with  which  he  had  been 
so  intimately  associated  for  fourteen  years  as  trustee;  that  of  Mr. 
William  C.  Bates,  superintendent  of  schools,  touched  upon  points 
of  contact  between  the  library  and  the  schools,  showing  the  im- 
portance of  their  co-operation;  that  of  Mr.  Sam  Walter  Foss, 
librarian  of  the  Somer\'ille  public  library,  took  the  form  chiefly  of 
a  humorous  poem,  entitled  "  The  Old  and  the  New  Librarian ; " 
that  of  Mr.  Horace  G.  Wadlin,  librarian  of  the  Boston   public 
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libraiy,  emphasized  the  importanee  of  th«  pnUie  lilmjnn: 
commnnitT ;  and  the  last,  that  of  Ex-mayor  and  Ex-tnstM  in- 
tine  J.  Daly,  made  a  plea  for  a  wider  eztsnsiaii  of  UkIn^ 
library  work  to  include  the  use  of  the  public  school  bmldbgs.  E^ 
cially  noteworthy  and  appropriate  were  the  introdndioa  u  k 
of  the  speakers,  which  were  given  by  the  prwident  of  to  bMK.  [t 
Eagene  A.  McCarthy.  The  appeodioes,  prepared  by  tht  Kkn. 
include  a  revision  of  the  "  Rules  for  the  Use  of  the  libnir.'a 
"  Rules  for  the  Board  of  Trustees,"  sehedolw  of  the  umul  ipp- 
priations,  funds  of  the  trustees,  number  of  books  in  theliini 
circulation  chart,  and  lists  of  the  trustees,  librxiiaiu  vsi  woe 
of  the  staff.  On  Dec.  10,  1907,  was  issued  a  "  Biblkipipi;  i 
William  James  Rolfe,"  a  pamphlet  of  40  pages,  is  tomaxK-t. 
of  his  eightieth  birthday.  The  annua]  visits  of  the  popiit  of  a 
ninth  grades  of  the  grammar  schools  were  continued  in  kfAti- 
by  a  change  of  plan,  the  visits  for  the  next  school  yewwrna*: 
October,  in  order  that  the  pupils  of  that  grade  mi^t  h»n  (^<^ 
tunity  for  still  more  instruction  before  they  gradoated  in  ih  > 
lowing  spring.  Eitensive  repairs  were  made  in  the  samiiHia 
East  Cambridge  branch,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  generous  ippnp 
tioQ  the  North  Cambridge  branch  received  a  large  addiliiiiH3 
own  collection  of  books.  The  work  of  the  cataloguing  dqwM 
has  increased  beyond  the  capacity  of  its  members,  partly  on  »«& 
of  the  needs  of  the  North  Cambridge  branch,  and  rtadjioaMiii 
the  whole  service  have  been  necessary  in  order  to  keep  np  wiAa 
demands  made  upon  this  department.  In  order  to  do  iU  nrt.3- 
library  should  have  at  least  one  more  assistant.  The  orraliDK-f 
books  for  the  old  fiscal  year,  ending  with  November,  1908.  wJ' 
778,  —  an  increase  of  26,090  over  the  previous  year.  Witb  l|t 
IflOS,  began  a  new  fiscal  year,  in  accordance  with  the  ekazusB* 
city  ordinances,  which  was  voted  in  December,  1907.  Cflofocu? 
to  this  change,  the  nest  annual  report  will  cover  the  period  of  iit 
teen  months,  from  December,  1907,  to  April  1909 
Canton.  A  new  room,  for  a  librarian's  offi'ee,  was  addfd  w  • 
library  in  1907,  at  a  cost  of  $750.  It  occupies  the  »*» 
tween  the  south  wing  and  the  stack  room,  and  is  unif ara  in  «* 
and  construclion  with  the  main  building.  Beginning  willi  if^ 
1907,  a  quarterly  bulletin  of  accessions  has  been  vmei  ui  *■ 
tributed  gratuitously.  Mr.  Augustus  Hemenway  has  wbW" 
his  generous  contribution  of  $1,500  annuaUy,  on  «mdiliMi«i* 
town  appropriating  a  like  sum.  The  Ubrary  has  been  bpt «« 
every  week-day  afternoon  and  evening,  as  during  the  pw"* 
year. 
Cabver.  The  trustees,  referring  to  the  pressing  need  of  m«n« 
for  the  library,  make  the  suggestion   that,  instead  of  tae^^ 
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its  efforts  to  build  a  conventional  monunient,  the  Soldiers'  Me- 
morial Association  should  erect,  in  co-operation  with  the  town, 
a  Soldiers'  Memonal  Library  building,  which  would  be  creditable 
alike  to  the  generation  which  erects  it  and  to  the  generation 
whose  sacrifices  it  commemorates.  "  Let  a  room  be  dedicated  to 
the  memory  of  the  soldiers,"  say  the  trustees ;  "  let  the  walls  be 
draped  with  flags  and  hung  with  portraits;  let  tablets  tell  the 
record  of  the  Car\'er  soldiers;  let  every  fitting  memento  of  that 
dark  page  in  our  country's  history  find  a  place  in  this  room;  for 
ill  no  fitter  way  can  the  patriotism  of  the  boys  of  '61  be  held  con- 
stantly before  the  people  of  future  ages." 

CiiARLEMONT.  During  the  year  the  library  has  received  gifts  of  a 
considerable  number  of  books.  An  unknown  friend  in  Hartford 
for  several  years  has  sent  the  library  well-bound  volumes  of 
"Harper's"  and  the  "Century."  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Wells  Smith 
has  given  the  library  a  copy  of  her  "  Boys  of  the  Border," 
which  has  been  read  with  peculiar  interest  by  the  great-great- 
great-grandehildren  of  Moses  Rice,  the  pioneer  settler  of  the 
town.  The  circulation  shows  a  large  excess  in  books  drawn  over 
magazines.  There  is  a  growing  demand  for  the  better  class  of 
fiction,  essays,  travel,  biography  and  poetry.  Favorite  authors 
are  Mark  Twain,  Gilbert  Parker,  Henry  Van  Dyke,  Francis  Park- 
man,  John  Hay  and  John  Fiske. 

Chelmsford.  Adams  Library.  The  circulation  for  the  year  has 
been  11,891,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  1,340,  or 
nearly  12  per  cent.  The  library  was  open  to  the  public  202 
sessions,  and  the  attendance  in  the  reading  room  was  3,159. 
About  300  volumes  were  added,  bringing  the  total  up  to  8,167. 
North  Chelmsford  Library  Association.  The  library  was  open 
148  sessions  during  the  year,  and  the  circulation  was  5,200.  From 
the  town  appropriation  of  $400,  147  new  books  were  purchased, 
making  the  total  5,407. 

Chelsea.  The  great  fire  of  April  12,  1908,  which  wiped  out  nearly 
one-quarter  of  the  city,  destroyed  the  fine  Fitz  Library  building, 
which,  with  its  attractive  grounds,  was  one  of  the  features  of  Chel- 
sea in  which  its  citizens  justly  took  most  pride.  July  23  the 
trustees  opened  a  reading  room  in  the  high  school  building,  to 
which  had  been  taken  the  711  books  which  had  been  loaned  in  the 
unbunied  district,  and  which  were  returned  after  the  fire.  Here 
a  fresh  start  was  made  in  the  work  of  the  library.  A  few  weeks 
later  the  library  was  removed  to  a  house  on  Tudor  Street,  owned 
by  the  city,  where  it  doubtless  will  remain  until  the  new  building 
to  be  erected  is  ready  for  occupancy.  The  Board  of  Control, 
which  supei*seded  the  former  city  government  soon  after  the  con- 
flagration, accepted  the  oflfer  of  Andrew  Carnegie  to  give  $50,000 
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for  a  new  library  building  on  condition  that  the  city  should  fur- 
nish the  site  and  appropriate  not  less  than  $5,000  a  year  for  main- 
tenance, and,  further,  that  the  $20,000  insurance  upon  the  old 
library  should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  new  books.  Accord- 
ingly, in  spite  of  the  crushing  disaster,  the  outlook  for  the  future 
of  the  library  is  very  bright. 

Cheshire.  The  patronage  of  the  library  during  the  past  year,  espe- 
cially by  the  children  and  the  summer  boarders  in  town,  has  been 
larger  than  ever  before.  The  policy  of  treating  summer  visitors 
as  residents  during  their  stay  in  town  is  to  be  credited  with  a  part 
of  this  gratifying  result,  and  no  doubt  will  conduce  to  the  growth 
and  larger  usefulness  of  the  library  in  the  future. 

Chesterfield.  Besides  the  purchased  books,  66  in  number,  the  library 
has  gained  by  the  gift  from  Mrs.  Frank  Gardner  of  New  York 
of  a  collection  of  books  from  her  father's  library.  The  branch  at 
West  Chesterfield  has  been  well  patronized,  and  packages  of  books 
and  magazines  are  sent  to  families  that  are  unable  to  come  to  the 
library. 

Chicopee.  The  past  season  has  been  one  of  unexampled  gains  in 
circulation,  the  number  of  books  loaned  during  March,  4,338,  being 
the  record  number  for  any  month  of  the  library's  history.  For 
April  the  number  was  3,908,  an  increase  of  25  per  cent,  over  the 
corresponding  month  of  1907;  for  May  it  was  3,182,  as  against 
2,497  for  May,  1907.  A  great  increase  in  the  demand  for  nature 
books  has  been  a  feature,  especially  among  the  children.  The 
large  Polish  population  in  the  city  has  led  to  the  placing  on  the 
shelves  of  a  small  collection  of  books  in  Polish  (the  most  popular 
of  which  has  been  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  "),  to  which  it  is  proposed 
to  add  from  time  to  time.  The  branch  library  at  Chicopee  Falls 
also  has  made  great  gains  in  circulation.  For  the  first  six  months 
of  the  present  year  the  figures  are  10,700,  against  5,300  in  the 
like  six  months  of  1907.  In  May,  1907,  799  books  were  given  out; 
in  May,  1908,  1,594.  This  large  increase  in  business  necessitated 
a  change  in  the  quarters  to  a  vacant  store  at  Market  and  Church 
streets,  by  which  the  library  gains  about  50  per  cent,  in  room. 
At  the  Willimansett  branch,  also,  where  the  library  has  had  a 
room  on  the  second  fioor  of  the  fire  station,  alterations  have  been 
made  by  which  a  much  larger  and  mor^  convenient  apartment  is 
occupied.  The  books  are  kept  in  cases  with  glass  doors,  and  there 
are  two  large  reading  tables,  one  for  adults  and  one  for  children. 
The  librarian  has  a  desk  near  the  entrance.  The  new  quarters 
permit  of  a  collection  of  1,000  books  being  kept  at  this  branch, 
while  formerly  only  500  could  be  acconunodated.  Another  record 
in  circulation  was  made  in  October,  when  3,514  books  were 
drawn. 
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COHASSET.  Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library.  The  principal  change  of 
the  year  has  been  the  establishment  of  a  juvenile  department  in 
the  large  room  at  the  left  of  the  entrance,  where  shelves  have  been 
placed  for  all  the  literature  suited  to  children,  and  where  tables 
and  lights  are  arranged  for  the  convenience  of  youthful  readers. 
The  directors  feelingly  refer  to  the  death  of  one  of  their  number, 
Charles  A.  Welch,  a  generous  friend  of  the  library,  whose  gift 
of  $3,000  a  few  years  ago  has  enabled  the  library  to  build  up 
many  weak  departments  and  to  secure  many  valuable  reference 
books.  The  circulation  for  the  year  was  17,410,  an  increase  of 
1,424  over  the  previous  year,  and  showing  a  ratio  of  6.3  volumes 
for  home  use  per  inhabitant.  The  total  number  of  books  now 
in  the  library  is  10,351.  An  inventory  of  the  stacks  shows  the 
books  in  very  good  condition,  and  only  four  unimportant  works 
of  fiction  unaccounted  for. 

CoLRAiN.  Sept.  10,  1908,  was  a  red-letter  day  for  this  town,  for  on 
that  day  the  beautiful  Griswold  Memorial  Library  building  was 
dedicated,  with  appropriate  exercises,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
company.  The  donor,  Joseph  Griswold  of  Greenfield,  kept  open 
house  at  the  hotel  and  entertained  many  guests.  The  library 
building  is  a  memorial  to  the  father,  mother  and  wife  of  the  giver, 
and  not  only  has  he  presented  the  building,  but,  as  he  explained 
at  the  dedication,  he  has  endowed  it  with  an  annual  income  of 
$535,  adorned  the  walls  with  several  handsome  paintings,  —  in- 
cluding portraits  of  his  father,  mother,  wife  and  himself,  —  and 
has  presented  some  275  books,  making  the  present  number  in  the 
library  about  3,000.  In  his  address  of  presentation  Mr.  Griswold 
alluded  to  the  appreciation  which  his  family  felt  toward  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  after  a  residence  of  eighty  years  among 
them.  "  It  is  my  misfortune,"  said  he,  "  and  perhaps  yours,  that 
I  cannot  leave  you  sons  and  daughters,  who  might  do  more  for  you 
than  I  have  done;  but  my  brothers  and  sisters,  who  are  equally 
loyal  with  me  to  the  interests  of  Colrain,  have  furnished  sons 
who  have  helped  build  up  and  carry  on  our  work  here,  and  who 
I  believe  will  do  more  for  you  in  the  future  than  we  have  done 
in  the  past,  and  it  is  through  the  co-operation  of  my  brothers  and 
these  nephews  with  me  in  business  that  I  have  been  enabled  to 
carry  out  this  work,  and  I  am  happy  to  make  this  public  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  services."  Rev.  C.  W.  Merriam  of  Greenfield 
delivered  the  principal  address  of  the  day.  It  was  largely  histori- 
cal, giving  a  resum^  of  the  career  of  Joseph  Griswold,  the  senior, 
who  founded  the  cotton  manufacturing  business  which  is  the  chief 
industry  of  the  town,  and  which  his  three  sons  have  carried  on 
since  his  death.  The  new  building  is  of  Roman  brick  and  Indiana 
limestone,  and  has  an  ultimate  capacity  of  20,000  volumes.     The 
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vestibule  opens  into  the  delivery  room,  which  is  also  the  rotmida. 
Over  the  entrance  is  the  inscription  "  Griswold  Memorial  Library  " 
and  the  figure  of  an  open  book.     A  window  in  the  dome^  which 
is  supported  by  eight  oak  pillars,  bears  a  representation  of  the 
ancient  town  in  the  north  of  Ireland  from   which    Colrain  was 
named.      From  the  delivery  room  open  out  the  children's  reading 
and  stack  rooms.     In  the  reading  room  are  oil  portraits  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Griswold,  senior  and  junior,  and  of  Miss  Emma 
Cottrell,  a  sister  of  the  donor's  wife;  also  a  mythological  picture, 
"  Venus  and  Adonis,"  a  "  Head  of  an  Old  Man,"  and  a  picture  of 
"  Cows,"  the  last  three  being  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Griswold,   wife  of 
the  donor.    The  architects  were  McLean  &  Wright  of  Boston,  and 
the  builders  Robert  E.   Pray  &  Co.  of  Greenfield.     Mrs.   J.  W. 
Cram,  the  librarian,  has  spent  some  time  in  Greenfield,  studying 
methods  of  library  work  with  Miss  Ashley  of  the  Greenfield  Public 
Library.     The  town  voted  on  Nov.  3,  1908,  to  change  the  name  of 
the   library   to   Griswold   Memorial   Library.       The    work    of   re- 
cataloguing  was  finished  by  Miss  Ouida  Partenheimer  on  Novem- 
ber 14,   and   the  library  was   opened  to  the   public   in    its  new 
quarters  on  December  12.     Frank  D.  Griswold  of  New  York  has 
presented  the  library  with  $500  for  the  purchase   of   reference 
works,  which  will  cover  a  wide  range,  including  religion,  education, 
agriculture,  science,  art,  travel,  etc. 

Conway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Field  of  London,  Eng.,  were  in  town 
on  Nov.  11,  1908,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  the  library  a 
fine  and  very  lifelike  portrait  of  the  late  Marshall  Field,  who 
gave  the  Field  Memorial  Library  to  the  town.  The  painting  is 
handsomely  framed  and  has  been  hung  in  the  children's  room. 

Dalton.  In  their  latest  report  the  trustees  say :  "  We  are  making  a 
conscientious  endeavor  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  best  library  prac- 
tice so  that  our  library  may  attain  the  maximum  of  usefulness 
to  our  town  and  community."  After  instancing  the  care  taken  in 
the  selection  of  books,  they  continue :  "  Some  time  ago  we  adopted 
a  rule  that  only  one-third  of  the  money  expended  for  books  should 
be  spent  for  fiction,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  for  books  under 
all  other  heads.  Since  the  cost  of  books  of  fiction  is  so  much  less 
than  that  of  all  other  books,  about  one-half  of  the  total  niunber 
of  new  books  added  during  the  year  would  be  fiction.  It  is  only 
by  pursuing  some  such  course  as  this  that  books  of  permanent 
value  can  be  placed  in  a  library,  and  the  proper  functions  of  a 
library  be  performed.  ...  Of  the  circulatioi\  of  books  for  1906- 
07,  84  per  cent,  were  fiction.  This  last  year  it  was  81  per  cent., 
which  is  encouraging,  but  still  relatively  too  large."  The  total 
circulation  for  the  year  increased  23.3  per  cent.  Jan.  1,  1908,  a 
branch  library  was  opened  in  the  South  Street  school,  with  Miss 
Minnie  M.  Kirchner  as  librarian,  and  it  is  hoped  within  the  year 


1909.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  44.  29 

to  establish  another  branch.  The  death  of  Mr.  Greorge  E.  Hagar, 
one  of  the  trustees,  is  much  deplored.  The  history  of  the  founding 
of  this  library,  with  a  nucleus  of  only  47  volumes  spread  out  on 
his  study  floor,  and  its  gradual  growth  to  a  collection  of  8,640 
volumes,  is  entertainingly  told  in  the  report  by  Rev.  Edson  L. 
Clark,  who  took  the  first  steps  towards  the  formation  of  a  library 
association,  in  the  fall  of  1860. 

Danvebs.  During  the  year  the  work  with  the  schools  progressed 
steadily,  12,688  books  being  circulated.  Many  books  containing  in- 
formation on  subjects  designated  by  the  teachers  also  were  used  at 
the  library.  The  drawings  of  the  pupils  in  the  schools  and  speci- 
mens of  manual  training  work  were  placed  on  exhibition  in  the 
library  at  several  different  periods,  and  attracted  many  visitors. 
The  importance  of  the  library  as  a  branch  of  the  town's  educar 
tional  system  is  being  more  fully  recognized  each  year,  as  shown 
by  the  demands  upon  it.  During  the  year  a  large  book  room  was 
built  in  the  basement,  to  which  1,145  volumes  were  removed  from 
the  second  floor  of  the  stack,  and  several  thousand  volumes  remain- 
ing on  that  floor  were  rearranged,  thereby  relieving  crowded 
sections  and  providing  room  for  some  time  to  come. 

Dartmouth.  The  public  interest  in  the  library  at  RusselFs  Mills 
(Dartmouth),  reported  last  year,  continues  to  be  most  encourag- 
ing. With  a  total  of  1,500  bound  volumes,  the  year's  home  circu- 
lation for  1907  was  fully  1,300;  more  than  150  new  books  were 
added  during  the  year  and  over  $18  was  spent  for  rebinding  books 
that  had  become  worn.  The  card  catalogue  had  outgrown  its  case, 
and  $34  was  spent  for  a  new  cabinet  and  cards.  The  library  is 
well  patronized  by  the  school  children. 

Southworth  Library  (South  Dartmouth).  The  librarian  reports 
many  gifts  of  books  and  magazines  by  friends  of  the  library,  with 
occasional  sums  of  money.  A  subscription  has  been  started  to 
catalogue  the  books  by  a  modem  method. 

Dedham.  The  circulation  shows  a  handsome  increase,  largely  due  to 
the  opening  of  a  branch  at  East  Dedham,  which,  like  that  previ- 
ously established  at  Oakdale,  has  proved  its  utility  to  the  people 
of  the  locality.  Besides  the  books  loaned  for  home  use,  which 
numbered  6,817  at  Oakdale  and  4,754  at  East  Dedham,  the  reading 
rooms  were  used  by  about  3,000  persons  at  the  former  and  2,500 
at  the  latter  branch.  There  was  also  a  total  of  11,875  books  circu- 
lated in  the  school  deliveries.  It  is  noticeable  that  the  number  of 
books  of  modern  fiction  read  has  decreased,  and  that  there  has 
been  a  greater  demand  for  books  of  history  and  travel.  During 
the  year  a  few  persons  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
to  borrow,  through  the  librarian,  books  from  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  under  the  inter-library  loan  system,  —  a  service  that 
promises  to  be  very  useful  from  time  to  time. 
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Dberfield.  Dickinson  Library.  During  the  past  five  years  the  books 
have  been  examined,  and  those  badly  wom,  incomplete  or  unfit 
for  use  have  been  taken  from  the  shelves;  the  remainder  have  been 
rearranged  and  properly  classified,  and  306  new  books  added  during 
the  past  year,  making  a  total  of  3,427  volumes,  all  in  gpood  demand. 
The  library  is  open  on  Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoons  and 
on  Saturday  evenings.  The  number  of  books  and  mag'azines  taken 
out  during  the  past  year  was  2,480.  One  daily,  4  weeklies  and  15 
magazines  are  taken  for  the  reading  room.  The  Dickinson  trustees 
give  the  use  of  the  rooms,  steam  heat  and  electric  lights,  pay  the 
salaries  of  the  librarian  and  janitor  and  appropriate  about  $50 
annually  for  magazines  and  papers.  The  change  made  during 
the  season  from  lamps  to  electric  lights  is  greatly  enjoyed.  A 
generous  friend  has  given  an  entire  set  of  sectional  oak  book 
shelves  and  $100  worth  of  books. 

South  Deerfield  Town  Library.  The  books  have  been  recata- 
logued  and  classified  according  to  the  Dewey  system.  The  circu- 
lation for  the  year  was  5,139.  The  branches  which  were  established 
at  Mill  River,  East  Deerfield,  North  Wisdom  and  South  Wisdom 
have  been  given  up,  after  a  year's  trial,  as  the  circulation  proved 
to  be  too  small  to  justify  the  trouble  and  expense  of  maintaining 
them. 
Dennis.  The  General  Court  of  1908  passed  an  act  incor[>orating 
Henry  H.  Sears,  C.  Walter  Hall  and  Prince  M.  Crowell,  under  the 
name  of  the  Jacob  Sears  Memorial  Library,  with  ample  j>owers 
to  maintain  and  administer  the  library  and  other  charities  of  which 

\i  they  are  trustees  under  the  will  of  the  late  Jacob  Sears.     The  real 

estate  and  all  other  property  held  by  the  trustees  under  the  will 
becomes  the  property  of  the  corporation,  and  its  income  is  to  be 
expended  (after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  trust)  in  maintaining 
a  library,  in  giving  instruction  to  classes  in  music,  or  in  such  other 
branches  of  study  as  are  not  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
town,  and  in  providing  courses  of  lectures  to  be  given  from  time 
to  time  in  the  hall  of  the  library  building.  All  are  to  be  for  the 
free  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dennis,  under  reasonable  regulations 
to  be  made  by  the  trustees.  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  town 
known  as  Quivet  Neck,  male  and  female,  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  who  have  lived  in  that  part  of  the  town  for  a  year,  are  to 
elect  annually  in  May  five  of  their  number  as  an  advisory  com- 
mittee, to  co-operate  with  the  trustees  in  the  management  of  the 
library  and  the  use  of  the  income  of  the  trust.     The  town  of 

I  Dennis  is  authorized  to  convey  to  the  corporation  all   its  right, 

title  and  interest  in  the  free  public  library  of  the  town,  on  condi- 
tion that  it  shall  be  maintained  free  to  all  the  people  of  the  town. 
The  town  has  taken  no  action  as  yet  relative  to  taming  over  its 
library  property  to  the  trustees,  but  the  matter  will  be  brought 
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before  the  next  annual  town  meeting.  The  advisory  committee  has 
been  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Paul  F.  Sears,  Heman  E. 
Sears,  Joseph  Hedge,  Ezra  F.  Sears  and  Fred  H.  Sears.  Mrs. 
Nathan  Sears  is  the  librarian.  Something  over  100  books  have 
been  added  to  the  library  this  year. 

DiGHTON.  The  necessity  for  a  speedy  enlargement  of  the  library,  which 
has  been  recognized  by  the  trustees  for  the  past  year  or  two,  has 
not  yet  been  met  by  any  action  of  the  town,  but  the  trustees  hope 
for  a  favorable  vote  at  the  coming  town  meeting  in  March.  Some 
books  which  have  been  given  to  the  library  have  not  been  available 
for  want  of  room  in  which  to  place  them.  The  trustees  pay  a  boy 
to  come  to  the  library  onc«  in  two  weeks  and  carry  books  to  and 
from  an  outlying  section,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  residents 
in  that  section. 

Douglas.  The  trustees  have  placed  in  the  building  a  complete  and 
very  satisfactory  steam-heating  plant,  making  it  comfortable  in 
the  most  extreme  weather.  They  expected  to  meet  this  e^ense 
by  suspending  book  additions,  etc.,  but  Mr.  James  Fairfield  of 
Boston,  the  donor  of  the  library,  and  its  repeated  benefactor, 
insisted  on  paying  the  full  cost.  He  also  had  the  entrance  to  the 
library,  the  steps  and  walk,  which  never  were  satisfactory  to  him, 
removed  and  rebuilt  at  his  own  expense.  These  improvements  are 
greatly  appreciated  and  enjoyed  by  all  who  havB  occasion  to  visit 
the  library.  Mr.  Henry  Capron  of  Uxbridge  has  presented  a  large 
number  of  valuable  books,  and  many  additions  of  books  and  period- 
icals have  been  made  from  the  income  of  the  library. 

Dover.  Town  Library.  An  increase  in  circulation  is  reported.  This 
may  be  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  school  teachers  are  permitted 
to  take  out  such  books  as  they  require,  without  restriction  as  to 
number  or  time.  School  reference  books  are  added  from  time  to 
time,  at  the  suggestion  of  teachers.  A  much-needed  improvement 
has  been  the  purchase  of  steel  shelves.  The  books  are  classified 
according  to  the  Dewey  system,  with  Cutter  book  numbers.  Many 
gifts  of  books  and  periodicals  are  acknowledged. 

Harden  Library  of  the  First  Parish.  This  library  is  connected 
with  the  church,  and  circulates  such  books  as  are  on  the  shelves 
and  the  current  weekly  papers  and  magazines,  but  as  there  is  an 
excellent  public  library  in  town,  there  is  no  attempt  to  maintain 
a  rivalry  with  the  latter. 

Dunstable.  The  beautiful  new  town  hall  and  public  library  building, 
made  possible  by  the  legacy  of  $10,000  in  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Sarah  R.  S.  Roby,  was  dedicated  on  Aug.  12,  1908,  in  the  presence 
of  a  great  throng  of  residents  and  visitors,  many  of  the  latter 
being  natives  of  the  town  who  had  come  back  for  the  occasion. 
Flags  were  displayed  on  many  buildings  and  the  large  hall  of  the 
structure  dedicated  was  handsomely  decorated.     The  building  is 
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large,   handsome  and  substantial,  standing  upon    the   old    village 
green,  with  town  rooms,  a  kitchen  and  dining  room  in  the  base- 
ment; the  library,  hall  and  offices  for  the  town  officers  are  on  the 
first  floor.     The  exercises  consisted  of  an  address  of  welcome  by 
James  E.  Kendall,  secretary  of  the  board  of  selectmen ;   an  his- 
torical  address  by  Prof.   Frederick  N.   Williams    of    Chicago,  a 
relative  of  the  donor;  presentation  of  the  keys  by  Dexter  Butter- 
field  of  the  building  committee;  their  acceptance   by    Elf  red  D. 
Swallow,  chairman  of  the  selectmen;  a  response  by  Rev.   A.  M. 
Rice,  as  trustee  of  the  library;  the  adoption  of  suitable  resolutions, 
offered  by  Arthur  N.  Hall,  the  town  clerk;  the  dedicatory  address 
by  Rev.  C.  Guy  Robbins  of  Lawrence,  formerly   of   Dunstable: 
a  dinner  and  post-prandial  speaking  in  the  hall,  with  James  Y. 
Tolles  of  Nashua  as  toastmaster;  and  a  dance  in  the  hall  in  the 
evening.     In  its  beautiful  new  quarters  the  library  bids  fair  to 
enter  upon  a  new  era  of  prosperity,  and  the  hbrarian  hopes  to 
introduce  some  improved  methods  in  the  management,  as  the  result 
of  a  course  of  training  the  past  summer  at  Simmons  College. 

DuxBURY.  Mrs.  Georgiana  B.  Wright  offered  to  give  the  town  the  old 
library  building  if  the  town  would  remove  it  to  a  lot  which  she 
would  also  give  (or  to  any  other  lot  that  might  be  thought  more 
desirable),  and  convert  the  lower  story  into  town  offices  and  the 
upper  part  into  a  tenement  for  the  janitor.  An  adjourned  town 
meeting,  on  April  24,  1907,  accepted  Mrs.  Wright's  offer  with 
thanks,  and  appropriated  $2,600  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable 
lot  and  the  removal  of  the  old  library  building  thither,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  building  after  its  removal.  A  conunittee  was 
appointed  to  act  in  the  matter  with  full  power,  and  good  title 
being  secured  to  the  Loring  lot,  it  was  bought  and  the  old  building 
removed  thither.  A  fireproof  vault  was  constructed  outside  of 
the  building,  above  the  basement,  with  an  entrance  from  the  room 
to  be  occupied  by  the  selectmen,  when  the  building  is  used  for 
town  offices.  Since  the  removal  of  the  old  building,  on  May  1, 
1908,  Mrs.  Wright  has  built  for  the  library  on  its  old  site  a  fine 
new  building  of  stone  and  brick,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  library 
has  been  in  its  old  rooms  in  the  removed  building,  while  two  rooms 
above  have  been  used  as  town  offices  and  the  rest  by  the  janitor. 
Only  one  week's  interruption  in  the  operation  of  the  library  was 
necessitated  by  the  removal.  The  new  library  building,  which  was 
begun  in  October,  1907,  its  cornerstone  being  laid  November  30, 
is  practically  finished,  and  will  be  presented  by  Mrs.  Wright  to 
the  Duxbury  Free  Library. 

East  Bridgewater.  The  card  catalogue  has  been  completed  and  is 
appreciated  by  the  public.  Some  beautiful  bronzes  have  been  pre- 
sented by  a  friend  of  the  library. 
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Eastham.  The  trustees  have  had  a  new  flagstaff  erected  on  the  lawn, 
and  have  installed  a  gasolene  pump  on  the  shore  of  the  pond,  with 
two  lines  of  hose  running  to  the  library,  so  that  it  is  possible  to 
keep  the  lawn  irrigated  in  dry  weather.  The  walks  have  been  put 
in  fine  condition  with  crushed  stone.  With  2,575  books  in  the 
library,  there  has  been  a  circulation  of  3,632,  of  which  848  have 
been  taken  from  the  south  delivery  (a  gain  of  344)  and  304  from 
the  north  delivery  (a  gain  of  211).  The  total  increase  in  circu- 
lation has  been  almost  1,000. 

East  Longmeadow.  The  librarian's  duties  having  increased  so  as  to 
require  assistance,  three  girls  from  the  grammar  school  have  been 
engaged  as  assistants,  the  result  being  most  satisfactory.  Of  the 
206  books  added  during  the  year,  96  have  been  gifts.  These  in- 
clude a  Webster's  "Unabridged  Dictionary"  of  the  latest  edition 
from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  and  a  donation  of  56 
volumes  from  Andrew  M.  Clark  of  Springfield.  The  reference 
department  has  been  enriched  by  the  addition  of  a  set  of  Chambers' 
"  Encyclopedia  "  in  10  volumes.  A  library  table  and  a  dictionary 
holder  have  been  added  to  the  furnishings.  The  Free  Public  Li- 
brary Commission  has  furnished  an  eight-drawer  cabinet  to  contain 
the  card  catalogue.  An  exhibition  of  drawings  by  public  school 
pupils  has  proved  an  interesting  feature. 

Egremont.  a  much-needed  improvement  in  the  heating  of  the  library 
is  warmly  welcomed.  Miss  Edith  Walbridge  of  Brooklyn  has  given 
nearly  50  books  and  Pay  Inspector  George  H.  Read,  U.  S.  N.,  has 
had  10  volumes  of  "  Country  Life  in  America  "  handsomely  bound 
and  presented  them  to  the  library,  as  well  as  "  Old  Paths  and 
Legends  of  the  New  England  Border,"  in  2  volumes.  Other  smaller 
donations  of  books  are  acknowledged.  A  catalogue  has  been 
printed  and  distributed  to  every  famUy  in  town. 

Ebving.  The  library  has  received  a  gift  of  16  books,  also  the  loan  of 
a  traveling  library  until  May  1,  1909,  from  the  Woman's  Educa- 
tion Association.  Bookshelves  capable  of  holding  1,000  books  have 
been  added,  and  82  books  rebound. 

Everett.  Parlin  Memorial  Library.  The  need  for  more  room,  men- 
tioned in  the  last  report,  has  been  met  in  a  measure  by  installing 
shelving  in  the  front  room  down  stairs  and  removing  thither  the 
bound  periodicals.  This  gave  only  temporary  relief,  however, 
and  lack  of  shelving  is  still  a  serious  drawback.  The  circula- 
tion for  the  year  was  62,380,  an  increase  over  1906  of  4,799,  the 
percentage  of  fiction  being  the  smallest  since  1901,  while  science, 
history  and  literature  show  a  marked  increase.  The  trustees  note 
with  regret  the  deaths  of  Messrs.  William  G.  Colesworthy  and 
Francis  B.  Wallace.  Both  were  members  of  the  original  board  of 
directors,  and  both  ser\^ed  as  trustees  for  several  years  after  the 
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library  was  accepted  by  the  town.    Mrs.  Ella  L.  Battles,  for  several 
years  librarian  of  the  children's  room,  resigned   Dear  the  end  of 

1907,  and  Miss  Florence  R.  Dunlap,  a  former  assistant,  was  ap- 
pointed as  her  successor. 

Shute  Memorial  Library.     The  increased  circulation   at  this  li- 
brary is  very  encouraging,  especially  the  increase  during  the  sum- 
mer months.     The  small  library  of  duplicate  fiction,  from  which 
books  are  loaned  at  one  cent  per  day,  has   proved    popular  and 
successful.     This  plan   seems   to  conunend   itself    to    libraries  of 
small  means  and  large  demands  for  popular  fiction.     The  privilege 
of  taking  two  or  more  books,  on  a  "  vacation  card,'*  for  unlimited 
time  in   the  summer,  is  more  than   appreciated.      The   childinen's 
room,  which  was  uncomfortably  crowded,  as  mentioned  in  the  last 
report,  has  been  enlarged,  and  the  children  now  are  accommodated 
very  comfortably. 
Fairhaven.     The  duplicate  pay  collection  of  fiction,  opened  in  March, 

1908,  has  pleased  the  library  by  relie\'ing  somewhat  the  pressure 
for  the  latest  novel,  and  by  pajdng  for  itself  in  six  months,  and 
has  pleased  the  public  as  well.  Beginning  in  March,  books  were 
offered  readers  at  two  of  the  town's  outlying  sehoolhouses,  sen-insr 
a  comparatively  small  number  of  persons,  the  great  majority  still 
preferring  to  avail  themselves  of  the  larger  collection  at  the  library 
building. 

Fall  River.  The  year  has  been  unusually  successful,  the  increased 
appropriation  ha\'ing  permitted  the  purchase  of  more  new  books, 
the  establishment  of  branch  delivery  stations  in  the  eastern,  south- 
ern and  northern  sections  of  the  city  and  the  making  of  needed 
repairs  to  the  library  building.  The  library  has  received  the  gift 
from  the  family  of  the  late  Charles  Jarvis  Holmes,  for  forty-five 
years  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  for  many  years  its 
president,  of  a  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Holmes,  which  is  much  appre- 
ciated. Two  resignations  from  the  Board  are  much  regretted, — 
those  of  Justice  Henrys  K.  Braley  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
on  account  of  his  removal  from  the  city,  and  Rev.  Christopher 
Hughes,  D.D.,  on  account  of  ill  health.  The  children's  department 
has  shown  increased  school  use,  as  has  the  reference  department. 
The  open-shelf  department,  first  opened  Nov.  21,  1906,  has  steadily 
increased  in  popularity,  the  total  issues  for  home  use  in  this  de- 
partment for  the  year  having  been  21^23.  A  department  for 
repairing  books,  with  suitable  machinery,  has  been  installed  in 
charge  of  an  experienced  person,  and  during  the  year  more  than 
3.500  books  have  been  repaired. 

Falmouth.  The  year  has  been  one  of  growth  and  improvement.  The 
circulation  has  been  11,400,  an  increase  over  1906  of  595.  It 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  much  the  larger  part  of  this  increase 
has  been  in  non-fiction.    During  the  year  card  catalogues  of  new 
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accessions  have  been  placed  at  Waquoit,  East  Falmouth  and  Woods 
Hole,  which,  with  the  printed  catalogue,  place  all  the  books  in 
the  library  at  the  disposal  of  the  residents  at  these  villages. 

Woods  Hole  Social  Library.  This  library  has  received  an  ap- 
propriation of  $100  from  the  town  this  year  and  the  books  are 
now  free  to  the  public.    A  paid  librarian  is  now  employed. 

FiTCHBURG.  The  most  important  gift  of  the  year  has  been  that  of  a 
fine  statue  in  marble,  ''  Raphael  and  the  Fomarina,"  from  one  of 
the  trustees,  Mr.  Herbert  I.  Wallace.  It  is  from  the  studio  of 
its  sculptor,  Raffaelo  Romanelli,  in  Florence,  and  was  added  to  the 
collection  in  the  art  room  in  July  last.  It  is  a  beautiful  work  of 
art,  the  face  and  figure  of  the  great  painter  being  reproduced  with 
much  accuracy  from  his  portrait  by  himself  in  the  Uffizi  palace 
at  Florence,  while  the  representation  of  his  lovely  model  and 
sweetheart  is  idealized,  and  more  suggestive  of  the  madonnas  with 
which  the  name  of  Raphael  is  identified  than  of  the  portrait  of 
the  Fomarina  which  he  painted  in  1509.  Many  gifts  of  books  and 
loans  of  art  subjects  have  been  received.  Inter-library  loans  have 
much  increased  the  resources  of  the  library.  A  collection  of  25 
books,  exchanged  once  a  month,  has  been  kept  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  during  the  winter,  and  books'  have  been  sent  also 
to  the  Daniel  Simonds  Recreation  Club  for  the  use  of  its  members. 
An  exhibition  of  paintings  by  American  artists  was  held  in  the 
library  during  a  part  of  November,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Woman's  Club  of  Fitchburg.  It  comprised  39  fine  works,  Winslow 
Homer,  J.  J.  Enneking,  George  L.  Noyes,  Frank  W.  Benson, 
Leslie  Thompson,  Edmund  C.  Tarbell  and  several  other  artists  of 
great  prominence  being  represented.  The  exhibition  was  greatly 
enjoyed,  the  attendance  during  the  eleven  days  it  was  open  being 
4,400.  The  local  papers  commended  it  as  one  of  the  largest  and 
finest  exhibitions  ever  made  in  Fitchburg. 

Framixgham.  The  circulation  for  the  year  exceeded  that  of  1906  by 
3,178,  —  nearly  10  per  cent.,  —  of  which  more  than  one-third  was 
from  the  branch  deliveries  at  South  Framingham,  Saxonville  and 
Nobscot.  At  the  town  meeting  in  March,  1907,  Mr.  Edmund  S. 
Clark  was  elected  a  trustee  for  three  years,  but  before  the  date 
for  assuming  office  he  was  taken  ill,  and  passed  away  in  the  early 
summer,  much  to  the  regret  of  his  associates  on  the  Board.  The 
vacancy  thus  caused  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Potter,  who  had  served  several  years  previously  on  the  Board. 

Franklin.  An  increase  of  1,470  over  1906  (more  than  12  per  cent.), 
and  additions  of  466  bound  volumes,  of  which  108  were  presented 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Peirce  and  94  by  Mrs.  Adelbert  D.  Thayer, 
are  salient  points  in  the  record  of  this  library. 

Ray  Memorial  Library  (Children's  Department).  In  the  lecture 
hall,  professional  story-tellers  have  been  employed  to  instruct  and 
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entertain  the  pupils  of  the  third,  foorth  and  Gfib  ^nte  ■'.  ^ 
public  schools,  while  the  higher  grades  have  Udaed  w  i  u 
on  "  Civics  for  Young  People  "  and  a  "  Travel  T»tt  «t  S^ 
and  Sweden,"  illustrated  by  the  stereoptieon.  The  prani  s-^e 
of  books  in  tbis  library  is  1,785,  of  wbicb  236  wtntHiikz 
the  year,  and  the  circulation  was  9,868.  This  deputmo:  it  i' 
supported  by  any  town  appropriation,  but  is  s  priritt  s:  '- 
the  donors  of  the  building,  who  have  equipped  it  for  t^  ttJs 
of  the  town  of  Franklin, 

Oaboker.  The  mucb-lamented  death  on  Nov.  2,  1908.  of  )bi  E^ 
R.  Greenwood,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  removes  tltfftriMcs: 
constant  benefactress  of  the  Levi  Heywood  Memoml  L^ 
named  after  her  father,  who  established  one  of  the  ehief  Ikks 
of  the  town.  One  of  her  last  acts  was  the  gift  to  tbe  low  i^ 
the  past  year  of  a  reading  room  at  West  Gardner,  in  natri- 
her  lale  husband,  AK-in  Greenwood,  and  her  will  give  !!-*■ 
to  the  Library  Association  in  aid  of  the  Al%-in  If.  Gneiixi'^ 
Her  son,  Senator-elect  Levi  H.  Greenwood,  is  the  aewta  > 
town  has  made  an  appropriation  of  $500  for  the  vf  »^ 
room,  which  is  at  quite  a  distance  from  the  eenter.  Tinti' 
weekly  delivery'  of  books  there,  on  Wednesday  eveniiffl.  '■^■ 
gives  great  satisfaction  to  the  residents  of  that  tetW^  ^- 
Jan.  1,  190S,  the  library  baa  received  gifts  of  53  boots  Kit* 
of  encyclopedias.  The  school  libraries  have  been  inrmstdu^-' 
Cutter  author  marks  introduced. 

GBOROerowN.  The  trastees,  who  were  instmcted  at  *  sp«ail  ■'■ 
meeting,  Nov.  25,  1907,  to  investigate  and  report  il  ibe  ■*"- 
meeting  in  March,  1908,  on  the  cost  of  finishing  »nd  f!irts3 
the  new  library  building  on  Lincoln  Park,  reported  thii  ik*^ 
mately  $5,000  would  be  needed  for  the  purpose,  not  i:fl^ 
furnishing  the  art  room  or  the  purchase  of  new  books,  ni'-^ 
the  eniHial  cost  of  maintenance  would  be  about  JlJOfl.  S«^ 
has  been  done  as  yet  towards  furnishing  the  building. 

Glovcestor.  Village  Hall  Library,  Annisquam.  The  tt*tis*ii^ 
library  by  the  school  children  of  Annisquam  and  Bay  Vit«,»3^ 
was  inaugurated  in  November,  1906,  as  mentioned  b  il*  W  ^ 
port,  continues  to  be  a  popular  feature.  Some  30  pnpils  »"«* 
themselves  of  the  privil^e  at  once,  and  their  eonstsnt  ilt»in« 
shows  that  they  appreciate  the  concession.  In  the  aalnnm*-'* 
Miss  Slary  P.  Winsor  resigned  from  the  library  conumitR.  lu^ 
ceased  to  be  a  resident  of  Annisquam,  much  to  the  r«g*  "^^ 
oBsociatea.  The  Village  Hall  Association  appropriated  fcO  iJ  * 
of  the  library,  which  was  much  appreciated.  Uiaa  Lomse  Keia*' 
of  Concord  has  donated  a  complete  set  of  Dickens,  tui  ?i^  ■' 
books  fi-om  Miss  Alice  M.  Curtis,  Miss  Olivia  T,  BowdiiA-  *» 
Annette  P.  Rogers,  Miss  Annie  E.  Fisher,  Mr.  W.  E.  !)««»•■' 
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othei*s  are  gratefully  acknowledged.  During  the  past  year  books 
have  been  added  monthly,  a  few  at  a  time,  which  seems  to  give 
good  satisfaction.  A  few  are  added  to  the  juvenile  department 
every  month.  The  total  additions  for  the  year,  including  gifts, 
were  200.  The  circulation  was  2,398  books  and  1,016  magazines. 
The  social  element  is  promoted  by  serving  tea  during  one  after- 
noon of  each  week,  and  the  evening  session  is  strictly  for  the  ex- 
changing of  books  and  the  use  of  the  reading  room.  A  small 
collection  of  local  history  proves  acceptable  to  summer  subscribers, 
and  a  growing  reference  library,  largely  of  nature  study,  is  be- 
coming a  popular  feature.  To  all  except  school  children  it  is  still 
a  subscription  library,  and  the  sununer  colony  contributes  largely 
to  its  support. 

(JosiiEX.  Rev.  Calvin  Keyser,  the  librarian,  died  early  in  October, 
after  an  illness  that  continued  all  summer.  The  trustees  have 
appointed  John  J.  Nicholson  as  his  successor.  Ghround  has  been 
broken  for  a  handsome  new  memorial  building,  in  which  there  will 
be  ample  facilities  for  the  work  of  the  library.  It  is  to  be  built 
of  field  stone  and  will  cost  $6,000,  besides  the  cost  of  the  land. 
The  town  and  the  Congregational  Society  are  to  build  it  jointly, 
as  a  result  of  the  decision  of  the  Probate  Court  of  Hampshire 
County  as  to  the  division  of  the  fund,  —  then  amounting  to 
$19,431.72,  —  which  had  grown  from  a  bequest  of  $100,  made  to 
the  town  in  1805  by  John  James,  to  be  put  at  interest  by  the 
selectmen  for  one  hundred  years  after  his  death.  The  building 
will  contain  a  town  hall,  a  library,  church  parlors  and  kitchen, 
and  perhaps  a  gymnasium,  and  in  it  will  be  placed  a  tablet  in- 
scribed "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  John  James,  1805-1905." 

Grafton.  The  establishment  of  delivery  stations  at  the  several  villages 
remote  from  the  center,  to  which  books  are  sent  from  the  main 
library,  has  brought  its  advantages  within  reach  of '  many  who 
othenvise  would  have  been  deprived  of  them.  The  deliveries  of 
books  at  these  stations  has  reached  a  total  of  3,214,  more  than 
one-fifth  of  the  number  circulated  at  the  center.  The  increased 
expense  of  keeping  the  library  open  six  days  and  evenings  each 
week,  and  of  sending  books  to  the  outljdng  villages,  has  prevented 
the  i)urchase  of  much-needed  reference  books,  but  the  trustees 
feel  that  the  greater  good  has  been  subser\'^ed.  The  need  of  in- 
creased stack  room  is  felt  seriously. 

Granby.  Plans  for  a  new  library  building  have  been  discussed,  but 
the  matter  has  been  left  in  abeyance  for  the  present. 

Granville.  A  closer  co-operation  between  the  schools  and  the  library 
is  advocated  by  the  trustees.  Deposits  of  35  books  at  each  of 
four  schoolhouses  are  maintained,  to  be  changed  whenever  the 
teachers  report  that  they  have  been  generally  read.  The  trustees 
desire  the  public  to  understand  that  these  books  are  not  exclusively 
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for  school  use,  but  to  make  it  more  convenient   for  residents  in 
the  neighborhoods  to  get  books.    The  Granville  Library  Club  has 
given  20  volumes  of  bound  magazines,  and,  as  has  been  its  custom 
since  the  library  was  opened,  has  paid  the  salary  of  the  attendant 
of  the  reading  and  amusement  rooms,  one-half  the  salary  of  the 
janitor  and  one-half  the  cost  of  heating,  lighting  and  incidentals. 
The  reading  room  has  been  kept  open  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afternoons  and  every  evening  except  Sundays  and  holidays.     The 
Library  Club  has  supplied  1  daily,  6  weekly  and  14  monthly  publi- 
cations bought  with  the  Edwin  Bancroft  Foote  periodical  fund. 
Great  Barrington.    After  an  experience  of  a  year,  the  loan  depart- 
ment, started  in  October,  1907,  has  proved  very   successful,  and 
meets  the  approval  of  the  patrons  of  the  library.     The  newer  books 
of  fiction  are  put  in  it,  a  charge  of  5  cents  beings  made  for  four 
days.    When  a  book  has  paid  for  itself,  it  is  withdrawn  from  the 
loan  department  and  added  to  the  main  library.     This  enables  the 
library  to  meet  the  demand  for  new  fiction  without  drawing  too 
much  on  the  regular  funds.     These  books  can  be  drawn  on  the 
regular  cards  at  the  same  time  with  the  usual  two  books  —  one 
of  fiction  and  one  of  solid  reading  —  from  the  main  library.    Dur- 
ing the  year  the  system  has  been  in  operation  114  volumes  have 
been  put  into  the  loan  department,  and  40  of  them  have  paid  for 
themselves  and  been  transferred  to  the  main  library.     Three  of 
the  "Underwood  Travel  Tours"  —  the  United  States,  Ireland  and 
Norway  —  have  been  put  into  the  library  during  the  year.     They 
are  attracting  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  the  patrons,  esx>ecially 
the  children,  enjoy  them  very  much. 

Ramsdell  Library,  Housatonic.  The  beautiful  new  library  build- 
ing, erected  by  the  family  of  the  late  T.  G.  Ramsdell  as  a  me- 
morial to  him,  was  dedicated  on  June  26,  1908.  In  building  this 
library  the  family  were  carrying  out  the  expressed  wish  of  Mr. 
Ramsdell,  who  was  a  successful  manufacturer  of  the  village.  At 
the  dedication  exercises  a  brief  historical  address  was  dehvered 
by  Charles  Giddings,  the  presentation  of  the  library  to  the  town 
was  made  by  T.  Ellis  Ramsdell,  eldest  son  of  the  man  whose 
memorial  it  is,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  gift  by  the  town  and 
the  trustees  was  made  by  Rev.  R.  DeWitt  Mallary,  who  said,  in 
the  course  of  his  address:  "This  memorial,  given  not  by  any  one 
outside  of  the  conununity  nor  built  by  a  public  appropriation, 
has  been  erected  with  love  and  painstaking  and  the  curtailment  of 
no  expense,  even  to  the  equipping  it  with  4,000  books,  completely 
catalogued  by  the  latest  and  best  library  methods."  The  Ubrary 
opened  to  the  public  on  June  29.  The  building  was  designed  by 
McLean  &  Wright  of  Boston,  and  stands  on  two  lots  west  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  on  the  principal  street  of  the  village.  It 
is  of  Roman  gray  brick,  with  marble  pillars  and  trimmingSy  steps 
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and  buttresses  of  hammered  granite,  roofs  of  slate,  with  copper 
ridges  and  flashings.  The  delivery  hall  is  circular  in  form  and 
commands  a  view  of  the  entire  first  floor,  so  that  the  attendant 
at  the  desk  can  supervise  the  several  rooms.  The  stack  room  in  the 
rear  will  acconunodate  9,500  volumes,  and  1,400  more  can  be 
cased  in  the  reference  room  and  1,000  each  in  the  reading  and 
conversation  rooms.  The  basement,  which  is  10  feet  high,  would 
enable  the  nimiber  to  be  increased  to  29,500  volumes.  The  stacks 
are  of  metal  and  the  cases  of  quartered  oak,  and  the  wood  finish 
throughout  the  building  is  of  oak.  On  the  second  floor  are  a  lec- 
ture room,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  250,  and  a  museum  and 
picture  gallery.  Since  the  dedication  the  new  library  has  been 
supported  by  the  town  with  an  appropriation  equal  to  that  for 
the  Great  Harrington  Free  Library,  and  it  has  the  same  board  of 
trustees.  The  library  is  free  to  every  one  in  town.  In  four  months 
after  the  opening  4,381  volumes  were  circulated,  of  which  634  were 
solid  reading.  Miss  Lydia  A.  Fuller  is  the  librarian. 
Greenfield.  The  new  library  building,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  early  this  year,  is  a  fine  specimen  of  colonial  archi- 
tecture, built  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
since  its  purchase  by  the  town  has  been  remodeled  for  library  use 
and  a  brick  book  room  added  to  the  rear.  Its  location  is  in  the 
very  best  part  of  the  village.  The  new  reading  room  is  40  by  45 
feet,  and  the  stack  room  will  accommodate  20,000  volumes.  There 
will  be  also  a  children's  room,  which  is  becoming  an  important 
feature  of  all  up-to-date  libraries.  The  town,  at  a  special  meeting, 
on  Aug.  24,  1908,  voted  to  appropriate  $2,400  to  furnish  the  new 
library  and  move  the  old  building;  also  $300  for  a  new  cement 
walk  the  whole  length  of  the  library  lot  and  for  a  curbing  and 
for  walks  on  the  lot.  The  erection  of  the  stack  room  cost  $5,683. 
It  is  34  by  65  feet,  one  story  high,  with  basement.  After  the  sale 
of  the  historic  Hovey  place  to  the  town  for  a  new  library,  in  July, 
1907,  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  the  will  of  George  H.  Hovey, 
the  former  owner,  who  died  in  1891,  was  found  and  probated. 
It  was  drawn  in  1858,  and  left  all  the  property  to  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Nancy  M.  Hovey.  It  had  always  been  supposed  that  Mr.  Hovey 
died  intestate.  The  finding  of  the  will  affects  the  legacies  of  his 
sister,  the  late  Mrs.  Maria  L.  Hosmer  of  Brooklyn,  who  left  $5,000 
to  the  Greenfield  Library  Association.  The  purchase  by  the  town 
of  the  Hovey  property  has  removed  the  incentive  to  combine  witH 
the  association,  which  had  been  discussed  somewhat  previously. 
The  matter  was  not  even  mentioned  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  in  May.  The  delivery  of  books  from  the  schoolhouses 
is  continued,  and  there  is  also  a  collection  at  a  private  house 
several  miles  from  the  village,  which  is  used  by  residents  of  the 
neighborhood. 
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Greenfield  Library  Association.  At  the  annual  meeting  on  May 
20  a  deficit  of  nearly  $300  for  the  year  was  repK>rted.  Should  the 
association  realize  from  the  Hosmer  bequest,  mentioned  above,  as 
it  is  hoped  it  will  do,  there  will  be  just  about  enough  funds  to 
run  the  library.  A  falling  off  of  about  2,000  in  the  circulation 
was  reported  for  the  past  year.  By  the  will  of  Mrs.  Isabella 
Russell,  who  died  Dec.  6,  1908,  the  association  will  receive  event- 
ually $500.  Mrs.  Russell  expressed  a  desire  for  a  union  with  the 
town  library. 

Groton.  The  books  are  now  completely  catalogued  by  an  elastic  sys- 
tem, which  will  give  room  for  all  future  additions.  Through  the 
teachers  of  the  public  schools  cards  have  been  circulated  among 
the  pupils,  calling  attention  to  their  privileges  in  the  library,  with 
the  result  that  many  children  have  come  to  the  library  for  books. 

Groveland.  Hale  Library,  South  Groveland.  During  the  past  year 
175  new  books  have  been  added  to  the  library. 

Hadlet.  Gifts  of  books  from  the  Girls'  Club  and  from  Mrs.  Sessions, 
and  from  John  Howard  Jewett,  a  Hadley  boy,  the  gift  of  a  full 
set  of  the  attractive  books  he  has  written  for  children,  are  much 
appreciated.  Dr.  Franklin  Bonney,  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  chief  guardian  of  the  library,  and  Rev.  Everett  Dwight,  a 
prominent  helper  in  the  erection  of  the  memorial  building  and 
a  generous  benefactor  in  various  ways,  have  passed  away  since 
the  last  report.  A  handsome  cabinet  has  been  added  to  the  fur- 
niture in  the  historical  room,  and  the  growing  collection  there  is 
well  cared  for. 

Halifax.  A  handsome  new  building,  accommodating  not  only  the 
library  but  the  post-office,  has  been  built  by  the  town,  on  Plymouth 
Street,  just  west  from  the  town  square.  It  is  of  colonial  style, 
20  by  40  feet  in  area,  with  one  story  and  basement.  The  en- 
trance is  by  a  portico  supported  by  large  doric  columns,  at  the 
center  of  the  main  front,  into  a  lobby,  on  the  right  of  which  is 
the  reading  room,  16  by  20  feet,  with  stack  room  in  the  rear, 
8  by  12  feet.  On  the  other  side  of  the  lobby  is  the  post-office. 
In  the  basement  are  the  furnace  and  storage  rooms.  The  inside 
finish  is  hard  pine  throughout,  stained  and  varnished,  and  the 
walls  and  ceilings  are  tinted.  The  library  is  open  every  week 
day  and  evening.  Although  all  the  books  owned  by  the  library 
were  burned  when  the  town  building  was  destroyed,  March  20, 
1907,  some  200  volumes  have  since  been  procured  by  the  trustees, 
and  during  the  past  autumn  nearly  100  more  were  presented  by 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  so  that  the  library  is  again 
in  very  comfortable  shape. 

Hamilton.  There  is  in  the  treasury  of  the  library  a  bequest  of  $1,000 
from  the  late  Augusta  Dodge  as  a  memorial  to  her  sister,  whose 
writings   under   the   pen   name   of   "  Gail   Hamilton "   made   her 
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f amouSy  for  a  free  reading  room  as  an  adjunct  of  the  library,  and 
to  be  known  as  the  Gail  Hamilton  Reading  Room.  How  to  dis- 
pose of  this  fund  is  a  problem  for  the  trustees.  The  only  room 
in  the  town  hall  building  suitable  for  the  purpose  is  occupied  by 
the  school  committee,  and  even  if  it  could  be  had,  the  question 
is  whether  the  expenditure  of  $1,000  in  fitting  it  up  for  the  pur- 
pose would  be  wise.  The  capacity  of  the  present  reading  room  is 
often  overtaxed  with  readers  and  visitors.  Gifts  of  books  from 
several  friends  of  the  library  have  been  received. 

Hampden.  The  library  is  in  excellent  condition  and  the  circulation 
is  increasing,  the  total  for  1907  being  about  10  per  cent,  above  that 
of  the  year  previous.  The  teachers  have  proved  most  kind  in 
caring  for  books  for  pupils  and  for  home  use  in  outlying  sections. 
The  bequest  of  $500  from  Mrs.  Joanna  Burleigh  Holt,  a  former 
resident  of  Hampden,  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  funds  of  the 
library.  The  Free  Library  Conunission  has  presented  the  library 
with  a  desk  for  the  reading  room  and  a  set  of  Rolf e's  "  Shake- 
speare," in  40  volumes,  —  gifts  jvhich  are  thankfully  appreciated. 

Hanson.  The  circulation  for  the  year  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  library,  totaling  11,232  for  all  the  branches.  With  a  part 
of  the  legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Inglee  a  set  of  Nelson's 
"  Encyclopedia "  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  north  branch. 
The  innovation  introduced  in  1906,  of  taking  subscriptions  for 
a  few  of  the  best  magazines,  proved  so  popular  that  it  was  ex- 
tended. As  no  reading  room  is  attached  to  either  branch,  patrons 
are  allowed  to  take  the  magazines  home,  a  label  being  pasted  on 
the  cover  of  each  reading  "  Please  return  in  a  week  if  possible." 
The  date  of  taking  is  stamped  on  the  slip,  and  a  record  of  the 
magazine  kept.  Thus  far  people  have  respected  the  rights  of 
others  and  returned  the  magazines  with  commendable  promptness. 
Gifts  of  a  considerable  number  of  books  are  acknowledged. 

Harwich.  Chase  Library,  West  Harwich.  In  1901  Mrs.  Ruth  M. 
Nickerson  organized  the  children  of  West  Harwich  village  into 
a  Sunshine  Club,  and  established  a  local  library,  which  was  located 
in  her  home.  It  continued  for  several  years,  growing  and  doing 
good  work.  In  1907  Caleb  Chase  of  Brookline,  who  recently 
died,  and  who  was  conspicuous  for  his  benefactions  to  Harwich 
and  for  many  good  works  elsewhere,  presented  the  Sunshine  Library 
with  a  building  worth  probably  $3,000.  In  his  honor  the  name  of 
the  library  was  changed  to  the  Chase  Library,  and  it  was  incor- 
porated in  that  year.  The  library  does  not  receive  any  aid  from 
the  town,  has  no  endowment  and  its  support  is  entirely  voluntary. 
It  has  now  about  1,350  books.  The  librarian,  Mrs.  Nickerson, 
writes :  "  We  try  to  give  them  the  best  and  latest  fiction,  but  the 
standard  apthors  are  not  neglected,  and  we  try  to  interest  the 
readers  also  in  popular  science,  etc." 
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Habdwick.  The  library,  whieh  occupies  a  very  pretty  new  buildings 
the  gift  of  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige  of  Cambridge,  formerly  of 
Hardwick,  has  received  during  the  year  gifts  of  30  books  tram 
Miss  Jenks  of  Boston,  a  fire  set,  with  wrought-iron  andirons  and 
screen,  from  the  Ladies'  Library  Association,  and  framed  pic- 
tures. The  library  has  adopted  the  dictionary  card  catalogue 
and  the  Dewey  Cutter  system  of  classification. 

Hatfield.  The  library  has  in  progress  a  change  to  the  Cutter  sys- 
tem of  classification,  and  has  adopted  the  Browne  charging  sys- 
tem. During  part  of  the  year  four  volunteers  have  taken  books 
regularly   for   circulation   among   their   neighbors. 

Haverhill.  The  library  has  about  87,000  volumes  and  is  fifth  in 
size  among  Massachusetts  free  city  libraries.  In  the  matter  of 
circulation  it  ranked  eighth  during  the  past  year.  The  total  cir- 
culation since  its  opening  in  1875  has  been  3,092,471.  The  num- 
ber of  new  card  holders  for  the  year  was  1,249,  and  the  total  num- 
ber 9,014,  or  about  22  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  city. 
The  year's  circulation  was  96,926  at  the  main  library,  27,304  at 
the  Bradford  branch,  22,743  at  Washington  Square,  21,884  through 
the  schools  and  10,530  through  various  stations  and  societies, 
making  an  aggregate  of  179,837.  As  the  population  of  Haver- 
hill is  41,242,  this  makes  the  average  circulation  per  capita  4.3. 
The  extensive  alterations  in  the  building  made  in  1907,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  last  report,  have  made  it  much  better  suited  to  its 
purposes  and  have  added  to  its  efficiency.  New  deposit  stations 
have  been  opened,  the  Bradford  branch  reorganized  and  enlarged, 
work  with  schools  and  study  clubs  systematized  and  enlarged,  a 
large  collection  of  mounted  pictures  made,  classified  and  cata- 
logued, and  many  of  these  pictures  used  for  exhibitions  at  the 
main  library  and  the  branches.  An  electric  book  elevator,  run- 
ning from  basement  to  attic,  proves  a  great  time  and  labor  saver. 
The  largest  gift  of  the  year  was  a  bequest  from  Mrs.  Matilda  T. 
Elliott  of  $400,  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  Bradford  branch.  Gifts  of  books,  magazines  and  pictures 
were  received  from  62  persons.  The  aggregate  of  the  endow- 
ment funds  of  the  library  is  $147,500,  the  income  providing  all 
books,  periodicals,  pictures  and  music  which  are  bought,  and 
also  paying  part  of  the  running  expenses.  The  trustees  record 
with  sorrow  the  death  in  December,  1907,  of  Miss  Kate  E.  John- 
son, the  assistant  in  charge  of  the  Bradford  branch,  after  long 
and  valuable  service.  Miss  Annie  F.  Sawyer  was  appointed  her 
successor. 

Hawley.  This  library  now  has  a  place  at  the  center  in  which  to 
keep  its  books,  with  a  librarian  in  charge,  and  is  just  beginning 
to  get  into  shape.     The  three  branches  are  maintained. 
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Heath.  This  library  has  put  in  a  card  catalogae  during  the  past 
year.  Teachers  are  given  practically  carte  blanche  in  the  mat- 
ter of  taking  books  for  use  in  the  schools.  The  Woman's  Edu- 
cation Association  has  loaned  some  30  books  and  about  100  pic- 
tures, which  have  been  much  appreciated  by  readers  and  schools. 

HiNGHAM.  The  library  has  received  a  gift  of  $500  from  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Blackmar,  Miss  Fanny  Brewer  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Brewer,  as  a  me- 
morial of  their  father,  John  R.  Brewer,  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Col.  Hawkes  Fearing,  who  had  been  librarian 
since  1872,  and  whose  retirement  on  account  of  illness  was  men- 
tioned in  the  last  report,  died  on  February  9,  greatly  regretted. 
He  was  of  an  old  Hingham  family,  and  his  distinguished  service 
in  the  civil  war  had  been  supplemented  by  long  and  faithful 
service  for  the  town  in  various  capacities.  His  age  was  eighty- 
one. 

Nantasket  Library.  This  library,  to  which  the  towns  of  Hing- 
ham, Cohasset  and  Hull  appropriate  $100  each  per  annum,  which 
pays  running  expenses,  is  dependent  on  the  kindness  of  friends 
for  new  books.  Free  use  to  residents  and  the  compensated  issue 
of  books  to  sunmier  visitors  has  brought  up  the  circulation  for 
the  year  to  4,396.  During  the  year  the  library  has  received  from 
Mrs.  Henry  M.  Whitney  two  donations  of  about  200  volumes 
each.  This  necessitated  a  new  stack,  also  rearrangement.  All 
agree  that  this  has  made  the  room  more  attractive.  Smaller  do- 
nations of  books  and  also  of  pictures  have  been  received  from 
other  friends. 

HoLBROOK.  The  generous  bequest  of  $1,000  from  Daniel  G.  Belcher 
came  into  the  treasury  of  the  library  soon  after  the  last  report, 
and  has  been  placed  in  a  savings  bank  at  Brockton,  constituting 
the  Perley  W.  Belcher  Fund.  The  serious  overcrowding  which 
the  trustees  have  deplored  for  several  years  has  been  relieved  by 
a  gift  of  $500  from  E.  Everett  Holbrook,  as  a  result  of  which 
the  space  has  been  doubled,  the  entrance  changed,  new  furniture 
introduced,  lighting  improved,  and  the  rooms  made  in  every  way 
more  commodious  and  attractive.  A  collection  of  photogravures 
of  the  masterpieces  of  famous  artists,  each  accompanied  by  a 
descriptive  card,  has  been  presented  by  Mrs.  George  N.  Spear; 
the  annual  gift  of  $200  from  Miss  Mary  W.  Holbrook  has  been 
repeated  this  year  by  E.  Everett  Holbrook,  and  other  welcome 
donations  are  acknowledged. 

HOLDEN.  The  library  has  been  recatalogued  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  E.  Louise  Jones,  and  is  now  in  excellent  condition.  On 
Feb.  20,  1908,  Mrs.  Susan  Damon  Gale,  a  native  of  the  town, 
and  especially  interested  in  the  memorial  library  which  bears 
her  family  name,  died  in  Minneapolis.  As  a  token  of  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  townspeople,  a  message  of  condolence  was  sent  to 
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her  family,  and  flowers   have  been  kept  coosteotij  dw  be  a 
ture  in  the  reading*  room. 

Holland.  The  library  has  received  the  gift  of  a  ban^  of  m 
ziues,  bound  and  anbound,  from  the  Opportunity  Band  of  Br»3 
line. 

HoLLiSTON.  An  increasing  demand  for  magazines  is  noted.  Tait 
exhibition  of  pictures  of  foreign  travel  failed  to  create  ensr 
asm,  perhaps  for  want  of  proper  room  for  its  disj^y.  (*y 
exhibits  have  been  declined  for  the  same  reason.  Aa  bcc? 
eight-day  clock,  made  by  Simon  Willard  of  Roxbury,  i:  1*. 
with  the  original  bill  of  sale  for  it,  has  been  presented  hb 
B.  Bullard,  and  does  duty  in  the  reading  room. 

HOLYOKE.     A  greatly  increased    use  of  the  library  is  reportd  fc 
ing  March,  1908,   the   circulation   was  12,096,  a  fall  tliirc  srr. 
than  that  of  March,  1907.      During  the  early  spring:  the  eipeK 
was    tried   of    purchasing    and    listing    for   circulation,  ri  j 
necessary   instruments    for    their    use,    nine  sets  of  stf^»^> 
views,  each  set  representing  some  country  or  r^on,  sysiccitA* 
arranged,  and  in   some   cases   accompanied  by  printed  nan? : 
book  or  phamplet  form,   describing  everything  of  gpedal  nftf- 
in  the  views.     The  demand  for  these  sets  was  so  great  tlut  fi^ 
have  been  purchased,  and  this  will  be,  no  doubt,  a  re?alir  it- 
ture  of  the  library's  work.     The  library  recently  wfeied  i  -^ 
from  an  unknown  friend  of  a  fine  oil  painting  by  Edwrd  »^^ 
entitled  "  The  Wheat  Field,''    and   presenting  with  greti  &?3 
to  nature  an  autumn  landscape.     A  set  of  the  "  Genealogittl  i^i 
Family  History   of   New    Hampshire "   is  another  nemt  s&  ■ 
the  library. 

HoPEDALE.     The   circulation    records    show    that   the  javenile  dewf 
ment  has  increased   its   demands    from   one-sixth  to  neariy  » 
fifth  of  the  total.    The  percentage  of  fiction  was  72,  a  tctt  »<? 
ate  proportion  as  such  things   go.     As  in  the  past  s«t«  ^ 
new  books  have  been   added   every   alternate  Saturday,  the  i-a 
for  the  year  being  488,   and   there   have  been  also  a  nrnhs  ^■ 
gifts  of  books.     Much   time    has    been    given   to  ovcrhaalin?  •> 
government    docimients,    of    which    over    1,000   were  muniec  ■ 
Washington.     Up  to  this  year  the  library  has  been  on  the  fei 
"  remainder  libraries,"   receiving    various   "  left-overs "  fwm  ^' 
of  these  documents  when  the  regular  demand  has  been  sup!*i 
This  plan  necessarily  made  the  files  incomplete  and  often  e»ve :  • 
library  books  for  which  there   was   no  call,  and  for  whiefe  s^*- 
room  could  hardly  be  afforded.     Certain   definite  sets,  f orirtif: 
there  seems  to  be  some  chance   of   use,   have  been  retained,  r 
efforts  will  be  made  to  keep  them  up  to  date  and  to  secare  c* 
missing  volumes.     Work  with  the  schools  has  been  eontinoed  c^ 
extended. 
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HuBBARDSTON.  The  use  of  tlie  library  facilities  by  summer  visitors 
from  the  cities  is  increasing,  and  is  a  privilege  much  appreciated 
by  them.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Cunningham  of  Brookline,  the  State  vis- 
itor, has  made  a  visit  during  the  season,  and  her  suggestions  are 
being  carried  out.  She  also  presented  the  library  with  several 
books,  and  with  vines  for  the  adornment  of  the  building.  New 
shelves  have  been  added  to  the  stack  room  and  40  new  volumes 
placed  thereon.  Mrs.  M.  M.  Whitney  of  Belmont,  la.,  has  loaned 
indefinitely  to  the  library  a  collection  of  mineral  and  geological 
specimens,  which  has  been  placed  in  a  cabinet  in  the  reading  room. 
Mrs.  Oilman  Waite  of  Medford  has  presented  a  set  of  John  Bur- 
roughs's  works  in  14  volumes,  and  other  gifts  are  gratefully  noted. 

Hudson.  The  year's  circulation  has  been  the  largest  on  record,  33,957, 
an  increase  of  1,978  over  1906.  The  library  has  been  open  for 
deliveries  203  days  and  the  reading  room  260  days,  including  every 
Sunday.  The  open-shelf  system  has  added  much  to  the  conven- 
ience of  those  who  desire  to  consult  books  on  special  subjects. 
Miss  Bessie  Clarinda  Verder,  a  former  teacher,  has  given  to  the 
children's  room  a  picture  of  the  statue  of  Pestalozzi,  the  educa- 
tional reformer.  The  Rawson  Memorial  Association  has  placed 
in  the  reading  room  a  beautiful  bronze  vase  —  a  reproduction  of 
the  celebrated  Warwick  vase  —  on  a  marble  pedestal,  the  whole 
standing  five  feet  high.  Many  gifts  of  books  and  magazines  are 
reported. 

Huntington.  During  the  year  4,112  volumes  have  been  circulated, 
171  books  added  by  purchase  and  3  given  by  Mrs.  Ballantine. 

Hyde  Park.  The  total  circulation  for  the  year  —  75,204  —  is  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  library,  and  the  percentage  of  fiction 
shows  a  gratifying  decrease.  The  use  of  the  reading  room  is  be- 
coming encouragingly  more  general.  Eleven  hundred  books  have 
been  rebound  and  about  3^500  repaired.  The  library  has  been  al- 
most continuously  supplied  with  pictures  by  the  Library  Art  Club. 
The  young  people's  room  has  been  made  even  more  cheerful  and 
attractive  by  newly  finished  walls.  The  work  at  the  Readville 
branch  has  steadily  advanced  and  the  attendance  has  increased. 

Ipswich.  The  increased  number  of  children  enrolled  the  past  year 
is  very  gratifying.  During  the  spring,  nicely  mounted  pictures 
of  birds  were  displayed  in  the  order  of  their  arrival.  A  list  of 
books  was  prepared  for  boys  and  girls,  with  the  promise  of  an 
attractive  certificate  as  a  reward  to  any  one  reading  five  of  them 
during  the  school  vacation.  Many  little  changes  for  the  greater 
convenience  of  borrowers  keep  up  the  public  interest  in  the  li- 
brary. The  experiment  of  a  branch  at  Linebrook  parish  has 
been  abandoned  after  a  short  trial. 

Lake\^ille.  The  ladies  of  the  town  were  granted,  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  selectmen,  the  pririlege  of  maintaining  a  lunch  counter  at 


46  FREE   PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

the  annual  March  town  meeting,  and  the  proceeds  of  this,  to- 
gether with  profits  from  socials,  a  concert  and  a  fair,,  have  in- 
creased the  building  fund  materially.  The  trustees  express  their 
grateful  appreciation  of  the  interest  by  the  ladies.  The  circulation 
showed  an  increase  of  more  than  450  volumes.  Many  sammer 
\nsitors  have  patronized  the  south  branch.  Kind  friends  iuiTe 
presented  many  books. 

Lancaster.     The  open-shelf  system,  which  was  adopted  for  the  whole 
library  in   June,   1907,  has  fully  justified  itself   by   the   results. 
"  Readers  are  much  better  pleased,  and  the  service  at  the  delivezy 
desk  is  better.     At  the  annual  inventory  in  June,   1908,  after  a 
year's  trial,  no  book  was  lost  or  unaccounted   for.     The  open- 
shelf  system  of  the  children's  shelves  had  one  unlooked-for  re- 
sult,—  the  number  of  non-fiction  books  circulated  doubled  itself." 
In  October  a  new  registration  was  made.    By  adopting  approved 
methods  of  other  libraries  and  adding  some  new  ones,  a  scheme 
has  been  devised  which  it  is  hoped  will  make  another  registration 
unnecessary,   and   that   will   give  the   actual    number    of    "live" 
cards. 

Lawrence.     The  White  fund  very  generously  donated  to  the  library 
22  beautifully  framed  pictures  during  the  year. 

Lee.  The  beautiful  $35,000  library  building,  to  the  cost  of  which 
Andrew  Carnegie  contributed  $12,000,  was  occupied  and  opened 
to  the  public  on  Oct.  17,  1908.  Besides  the  Cam^e  gift,  the 
land  on  which  the  library  stands  was  turned  over  to  the  town 
with  half  its  cost  paid;  W.  H.  Gross  furnished  the  marble  at  & 
cost  barely  sufficient  to  make  him  whole;  the  contractors  did  the 
\  work  on  the  same  basis;  Miss  M.  £.  Gibbs  made  gifts  for  various 

purposes,  totaling  about  $1,200,  and  Curtis  Judd  gave  $500  for 
the  tile  roof.  The  building  is  of  white  marble,  quarried  in  the 
town,  with  a  lofty,  projecting  portico  and  an  octagonal  cupola 
surmounted  by  a  dome.  The  location  is  admirable  and  the  grounds 
about  the  building  are  attractive.  The  main  entrance  opens  into 
the  librarian's  room.  To  right  and  left  are  reading  rooms,  while 
directly  in  front  is  the  librarian's  desk  and  behind  it  the  stack 
room.  In  each  reading  room  is  a  large  fireplace,  and  on  the  walls 
and  mantels  are  some  fine  works  of  art,  the  gifts  of  Miss  Gibbs, 
as  also  is  the  furniture  of  the  south  reading  room,  which  is  the 
best  that  could  be  procured.  Besides  the  reading  rooms  there  is 
a  children's  room  and  a  committee  room.  The  library  contains 
between  8,000  and  9,000  volumes,  valued  at  about  $12,000.  There 
were  no  formal  dedicatory  exercises,  the  keys  being  tamed  over 
to  the  selectmen  and  the  doors  thrown  open  to  the  public  A  few 
books  in  Italian  have  been  placed  in  the  library  to  induce  its  use 
by  residents  of  that  nationality.  If  these  are  used,  more  will 
be  added. 
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Leicester.  There  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  circulation; 
largely  due  to  the  improved  plan  for  the  distribution  of  books 
at  Cherry  Valley,  where  a  vacant  room  in  the  schoolhouse  was 
secured,  and  where  the  circulation  has  Ynore  than  doubled.  At 
the  Copeland  Memorial  branch  in  Greenville,  also,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Henry  Schwab,  the  circulation  has  greatly  increased  and 
its  character  improved.  In  July  Miss  Mary  W.  Warren,  for 
seven  years  the  efficient  and  faithful  librarian,  resigned,  and  after 
several  weeks  of  search  for  a  successor,  Miss  Phebe  Chandler 
Johnson  was  appointed. 

Lenox.  As  the  result  of  an  agreement  between  the  Lenox  Library 
Association  and  the  Charles  Sedgwick  Library  and  Reading  Room, 
Mrs.  Richard  Auchmuty  of  New  York  and  Lenox  and  her  brother, 
F.  Augustus  Sch^rmerhom,  have  endowed  the  Reading  Room 
organization  (which  owns  the  building  occupied  by  the  library), 
Mrs.  Auchmuty  giving  $10,000  and  Mr.  Schermerhom  $25,000. 
By  this  agreement  the  management  of  the  two  bodies  is  to  be 
joint;  the  income  from  the  endowment  fund  is  to  provide  for  the 
expenses  of  the  building,  and  any  surplus  is  to  go  to  the  use  of 
the  library.  The  building  is  the  historic  old  Lenox  court  house, 
which  was  bought  from  the  county  by  the  Schermerhom  family 
and  its  use  given  to  the  town  for  public  purposes.  Alterations 
now  being  made  in  the  library  building  will  give  greatly  increased 
space  for  reference  and  juvenile  books.  The  new  rooms  are  be- 
ing connected  with  the  delivery  department  by  an  eight-foot 
arch. 

Leominster.  The  trustees  in  their  annual  report  called  attention  to 
the  pressing  need  of  a  new  building,  the  present  quarters  being  most 
unsuitable  on  account  of  difficulty  of  access,  one  steep,  winding 
staircase  being  the  means  of  approach;  poor  light;  inconvenient 
designn,  never  having  been  intended  for  library  purposes;  question- 
able safety;  unfavorable  environment,  the  same  entrance  being 
used  for  police  station,  court  room,  lockup  and  library;  shabby 
and  unattractive  appearance.  The  representation  was  so  convinc- 
ing that  the  town  (which  had  already  voted  to  accept  the  gift 
of  $27,500  offered  by  Andrew  Carnegie  on  the  usual  conditions, 
and  had  appointed  a  committee  to  recommend  a  suitable  site  and 
to  prepare  plans,  etc.)  has  appropriated  $22,500,  which,  added 
to  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift,  provides  for  a  $50,000  library.  Building 
operations  began  the  last  of  August,  1908.  The  building  will 
be  of  Roman  brick,  and  the  inside  finish  will  be  of  quartered  oak. 
The  increase  in  circulation  for  the  past  year  was  6,311,  a  record 
gain.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  establishment  of  a  special  room 
for  children,  which  has  proved  a  great  success.  The  librarian 
acknowledges  indebtedness  to  the  Boston,  Worcester  and  Fitch- 
burg  libraries  for  valuable  assistance  under  the  inter-library  loan 
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system;  also  to  the  Woman's  Education  Association  and  the  Feder- 
ation of  Women's  Clubs.  Special  attention  is  being*  g^ven  to  in- 
dustrial education  and  there  is  a  good  demand  for  books  alone 
this  line.  An  unusual  number  of  books  has  been  given  to  the 
library,  and  special  mention  is  made  of  the  present  of  the  **  History 
of  Worcester  County "  and  the  "  National  Cyclopedia  of  Ameri- 
can Biography,"  given  by  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Butterick  in  memory 
of  her  father,  Ebenezer  Butterick. 

Lexington.  The  first  full  year  of  occupancy  of  the  beautiful  new 
building  has  been  one  of  great  prosperity  to  the  Gary  library. 
The  circulation  of  over  43,000  volumes  —  nearly  twice  the  num- 
ber on  the  shelves,  in  a  town  of  less  than  5,000  inhabitants  —  is 
in  itself  noteworthy,  but  even  more  so  is  the .  fact  that  in  the 
year's  increase  of  5,529  the  gain  has  nbt  been  mainly  in  the 
use  of  fiction,  but  has  been  more  particularly  marked  in  history, 
biography  and  travel.  The  children's  department  has  borne  its 
full  part  in  the  increase,  and  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools  are 
making  much  and  increasing  use  of  reference   books. 

Letdex.  The  introduction  of  a  telephone  adds  to  the  convenience  of 
the  librarian.  The  gift  of  25  books  by  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission  is  much  appreciated. 

Lincoln.  There  was  a  marked  gain  in  the  circulation  for  the  past 
year.  A  bequest  of  $1,000  has  been  received  by  the  will  of  Mrs. 
Abbie  J.  Stearns,  a  former  resident  of  Lincoln.  Mr.  Samuel  H. 
Pierce,  one  of  the  original  trustees  appointed  by  Mr.  Tarbell,  the 
donor  of  the  building,  resigned.  His  resignation  was  accepted 
with  reluctance  and  regret  by  his  fellow  trustees,  who  elected  as 
his  successor  Mr.  C.  Lee  Todd,  the  nearest  collateral  relative  of 
Mr.  Tarbell.  From  its  original  construction,  the  building  has 
been  a  source  of  much  trouble  through  a  seepage  of  moisture 
after  rain,  which  destroyed  the  plastering  and  decorations,  lit- 
tered the  fioor  and  threatened  the  books  with  serious  damage 
from  (lamp.  It  was  surmised  at  last  that  the  diflficulty  might  be 
due  to  the  ornamental  brickwork  on  the  outside,  and  the  trustees 
had  all  the  recesses  in  the  brickwork  filled  up,  producing  a  smooth 
exterior  surface.     This  entirely  remedied  the  trouble. 

Littleton.  The  resignation  of  Rev.  Robert  N.  Fulton  made  a  va- 
cancy in  the  board  of  trustees,  which  was  filled  by  the  choice  of 
Mr.  Osman  Needham.  A  special  meeting  of  the  trustees  in  June 
approved  the  sale  voted  in  the  town  meeting  in  March  of  four 
shares  in  the  Boston  Atheneum,  lea^^ng  still  one  share  for  the 
citizens,  which  entitles  the  bearer  to  all  the  privileges  of  the 
atheneum,  including  the  right  to  take  out  books.  With  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  four  shares,  $2,000,  the  trustees  have  established 
the  George  Cheyne  Shattuck  book  fund,  in  memory  of  the  late 
Dr.    Shattuck   of   Boston.    Minor   improvements   in    the    interior 
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of  the  library  have  added  to  its  attractiveness.  Duplicate  copies 
of  magazines  are  sent  to  a  convenient  room  at  the  Common,  and 
the  privileges  of  the  library  for  school  use  have  been  extended 
to  out-of-town  pupils  of  the  Littleton  high  school. 

LoNGMEADOw.  The  town  library  has  been  greatly  improved  during 
the  past  summer,  and  much  credit  for  this  is  due  to  Rev.  H.  L. 
Bailey,  the  treasurer  and  a  trustee,  who  has  given  much  time  and 
thought  to  rearranging,  classifying  and  cataloguing  the  books, 
which  number  nearly  4,100.  In  this  work  he  has  been  assisted 
by  Miss  Mary  Underwood.  The  Dewey  decimal  system  has  been 
adopted  and  the  charging  system  changed  from  the  old  plan  of 
a  page  in  a  book  for  each  borrower  to  a  card  system.  A  gallery 
has  been  built,  enabling  the  shelving  to  be  run  up  to  the  ceiling 
ou  one  side  of  the  room,  thus  greatly  relieving  the  crowded  con- 
dition of  the  shelves. 

Richard  Salter  Storrs  Library.  The  will  of  the  late  Miss  Sarah 
W.  Storrs,  who  died  in  1907,  left  the  fine  old  Storrs  parsonage 
to  the  town  for  a  library  bearing  the  above  name,  under  certain 
conditions.  The  trustees  named  by  her  must  raise  $5,000  before 
Oct.  13,  1909  (two  years  after  her  death),  and  then  await  the 
death   of  a  cousin,   who   has   a   life  tenancy.     The  trustees  are 

'  gratified  at  the  interest  shown  by  natives  and  former  residents 
of  the  town.  Letters  and  substantial  gifts  have  been  received 
from  Richard  Salter  Storrs  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  the  Longmeadow  Minister  for  whom  the  library  is  named, 
and  from  Mrs.  George  Crocker  of  Boston,  a  daughter  of  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Nathan  Keep,  a  son  of  Longmeadow.  It  is  prob- 
able that  the  homestead  will  be  preserved  as  the  home  of  an  his- 
torical collection,  while  a  modem  library  building  will  be  erected 
for  housing  the  books  of  the  new  library.  It  is  possible,  also, 
that  eventually  the  town  library  may  be  merged  with  it,  but  for 
the  present  this  is  only  conjecture. 

Ludlow.  The  trustees  report  a  very  marked  increase  in  the  use  of 
the  library  and  the  reading  room.  The  gain  in  number  of  books 
loaned  is  more  than  16  per  cent,  over  the  preceding  year,  largely 
in  the  juvenile  department.  In  April,  1907,  about  100  new 
books  were  given  to  the  library  by  the  Ludlow  Manufacturing 
Associates,  and  the  gift  was  duplicated  in  April,  1908.  The 
west  room  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  building  has  been  used  dur- 
ing the  year  for  the  preservation  of  curios  and  relics. 

LuNKNBURG.  The  town  voted,  at  a  special  meeting  on  Aug.  13,  1908, 
to  accept  the  offer  of  Miss  Catherine  E.  Watson  of  Boston  to 
erect  a  new  library  building,  to  cost  not  less  than  $10,000.  The 
only  conditions  she  imposed  were  that  it  should  stand  on  the 
old  tavern  lot  and  should  be  called  the  Ritter  Memorial  Library, 
in  memory  of  her  mother.     Work  was  begun  late  in  September 
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upon   the   foundations   for  the  building,    from    plans   by  H.  M. 
Francis  &  Sons  of  Fitchburg.     The  design    is    a    free   treatment 
of  the  classical,  the  structure  to  be  60   by   28    feet,    one  story, 
standing  75  feet  back  from  Massachusetts   Avenue    (at  one  side 
of  the  village  square),  and  about  the  same   distance  back  from 
Leominster  road,  thus  giving  ample  room   for   artistic   treatment 
of  its  setting.    In  the  middle  of  the  60-foot  front  is  a  projection 
24  by  5  feet,  with  a  break  of  the  same  dimensions  in  the  rear 
opposite,   and  this  part  of  the  building  will    be    carried   higher 
than  the  two  ends  and  finished  with  a  gable,  giving  space  for  a 
relic  room  or  art  hall  if  desired.     The  building  will  be  of  mottled 
brick,   with   foundations  and  trimmings   of    Longmeadow   brown- 
stone,  and  the  roof  slated.     The  porch  is  flanked   by  two  brown- 
stone  Ionic  columns,  and   from  the  vestibule   stairs   go   up  and 
down.     Sliding  doors  admit  to  the  delivery  room,  22  by  24  feet, 
at  the  rear  of  which  is  a  large  fireplace.     The  back  part  of  the 
delivery  room  will  serve  as  a  children's  reading   room-     At  the 
right  of  the  delivery  room  is   the  stack  room,   with    a   capacity 
for  8,000  volumes  at  first.     Similar  stacks  may  be  put  in  above 
and   below,  increasing  the  ultimate  capacity   to   24,000   volumes. 
At  the  left  is  the  general  reading  room,  lighted  on   three  sides 
by  seven  plate-glass  windows.     The  rooms  on  the  main  floor  will 
'    be  13  feet  high.      Above  the  delivery  room  a  room  may  be  fin- 
ished 23  feet  square  and   10  feet  high.     Hard-wood   floors,  fur- 
nace heat  and  electric  lights  are  provided  for. 

Lynn.  Two  new  trustees  have  been  elected,  —  G.  Sidney  Macfarlane, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Charles  H.  Newhall, 
and  Luther  Atwood,  in  place  of  James  E.  Odlin,  whose  term  ex- 
pired in  1908.  A  bequest  of  $5,000  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Newhall 
has  been  the  chief  benefaction  to  the  library  during  the  year. 
The  losses  on  account  of  open  shelves  have  been  very  small,  con- 
sidering the  many  volumes  on  these  shelves  and  the  mixed  popu- 
lation of  the  city.  The  exhibition  of  bookplates  by  Dr.  Clark, 
in  several  instalments,  has  proved  very  interesting.  An  exhibi- 
tion of  172  colored  plates  of  wild  flowers,  the  main  division  com- 
prising those  whose  habitat  is  the  Lynn  Woods  and  eastern  Mas- 
sachusetts, has  also  been  much  enjoyed.  There  are  no  branch 
libraries,  but  books  are  sent  to  the  schools  and  circulated  there- 
from, accounts  of  them  being  kept  by  the  teachers.  Books  are 
also  sent  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms  and  the  General  Electric 
works.  In  May  the  trustees  voted  to  send  books  to  the  Sunday 
schools,  and  six  of  these  schools  are  receiving  books. 

Malden.  The  statistics  of  1907  showed  that  while  the  population 
of  the  city  had  increased  in  twenty  years  by  about  217  per  cent, 
the  use  of  books  at  the  library  and  in  circulation  had  increased 
at  the  rate  of  about  354  per  cent,  in  the  same  period,  which  in- 
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dicates  that  the  use  of  the  library  had  become  more  general  and 
had  outstripped  the  growth  of  the  city,  even  though  a  supply  of 
the  more  ephemeral  and  popular  literature  had  not  been  pro- 
vided. That  this  progress  is  being  continued  appears  by  the 
results  of  eleven  months  of  the  present  year.  There  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  home  circulation  and  the  total  use  of  books 
which  gives  a  result  much  in  excess  of  that  of  any  former  year. 
A  comparison  with  the  work  of  eleven  months  of  1907  shows 
that  the  home  circulation  has  gained  nearly  9  per  cent.,  while 
the  number  of  books  drawn  from  the  shelves  for  library  use 
increased  over  17  per  cent.  The  use  of  books  from  the  open 
shelves  of  the  reference  library  has  apparently  been  much  larger. 
The  circulation  from  the  children's  room  is  of  interest,  as  it 
shows  how  rapidly  a  work  which  should  take  precedence  of  all 
others  is  expanding.  It  exceeds  that  of  1907  by  about  13  per 
cent.,  while  that  through  the  delivery  stations  shows  a  gain  of 
about  12  per  cent.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  service  through  the 
latter  ever  will  reach  the  proportions  attained  in  many  cities  and 
towns  where  districts  are  distant  or  isolated  from  the  main  li- 
brary. In  Maiden  convenient  and  frequent  means  of  transpor- 
tation from  all  parts  of  the  city  bring  patrons  almost  to  the 
doors  of  the  library.  Continued  experience  with  the  limited  open 
shelves  in  the  children's  room  and  elsewhere  in  the  library  con- 
firms the  trustees  in  the  opinion  that  free  access  to  the  alcoves 
and  stack  room  would  be  detrimental,  and  that  the  open-shelf 
system  is  absurd  in  the  full  meaning  of  the  term,  being  incon- 
venient in  administration  and  unbusinesslike  and  unsafe  econom- 
ically, while  its  immoral  influence  is  evident.  Col.  Edward  E. 
Currier,  who  had  given  an  honorable  and  helpful  service  of  twenty- 
five  years  as  a  trustee,  died  Feb.  10,  1908. 
Manchester.  The  trustees  report,  with  grateful  appreciation,  that 
ever  since  the  town,  in  1871,  came  into  possession  of  the  Lyceum  Li- 
brary of  about  1,000  volvumes  as  the  nucleus  for  a  free  town  library, . 
it  never  has  failed  to  appropriate  each  year  the  sum  asked  for 
by  the  trustees.  From  this  small  beginning  the  library  has  grown 
to  a  present  total  of  about  1,300  volumes,  with  a  circulation  well 
above  20,000.  The  need  of  a  reading  room  is  manifest,  but 
until  the  Grand  Army  post  that  occupies  the  large  western  room 
in  the  building  shall  cease  to  need  it,  there  is  no  present  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  the  space  desired.  Work  with  the  schools  grows 
in  interest  and  importance,  and  books  are  purchased  frequently 
as  required  for  teachers  and  scholars  in  their  studies.  Many 
pupils  visit  the  library  to  consult  the  reference  books.  Gifts  of 
value  from  friends  of  the  library  —  notably  sunmier  residents  — 
have  been  received.  For  the  "  History  of  All  Nations,"  in  24 
volumes,  beautifully  illustrated,  thanks  are  due  to  Henry  S.  Grew, 
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T.  Jefferson  Coolidge,  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Pickering,  H.  L.  Higginson, 
Ellen  Hemenway  and  George  R.  White.  Miss  I.  P.  Curtis  has 
presented  "  Picturesque  Europe,"  in  3  quarto  volumes,  very  fullj 
illustrated.  Mary  G.  Curtis  has  given  "  Stark's  Antique  Views 
of  the  Towne  of  Boston,"  in  2  volumes.  Many  important  worb 
have  been  bought  during  the  year,  also. 

Mansfield.  The  trustees  voted  to  have  the  library  open  every  weA- 
day  evening  except  Wednesday,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon.  The 
experiment  of  Sunday  opening,  for  reading  only,  attracted  w 
few  readers  that  it  was  abandoned.  A  set  of  andirons  for  the 
fireplace  in  the  reading  room  and  other  improvements  add  to 
the  attractiveness  of  the  rooms. 

Marlborough.  Reference  work  increases  from  year  to  year,  free 
use  of  the  library's  facilities  being  made  by  pupils  of  the  higher 
grades  in  the  schools,  members  of  various  clubs  and  by  private 
individuals  engaged  in  research.  The  trustees  intend  to  make 
a  specialty  of  genealogies  and  local  histories.  A  collection  of 
Italian  books  has  been  added  to  the  library.  School  teachers 
are  given  unlimited  use  of  books  for  school  purposes,  provided 
they  send  in  advance  the  topics  on  which  books  are  wanted. 
Some  small  gifts  of  local  and  general  historical  interest  bare 
been  received.  The  largest  and  best  acquisition  to  the  art  depart- 
ment was  the  loan  for  an  indefinite  time  by  the  owner,  Charles 
F.  Morse,  of  a  large  oil  painting  of  "  Hagar  and  Ishmael,"  by 
H.  Coster,  dated  1567. 

Robin  Hill  Improvement  Society.  This  library  receives  about 
40  books  at  a  time  from  the  Marlborough  Public  Library,  and 
changes  them  about  six  times  a  year.  Meetings  are  held  every 
Tuesday  evening,  and  about  20  books  given  out  each  week. 

Mashpee.  a  donation  of  50  books  has  been  received  from  J.  J. 
Rothery  of  Wellesley. 

Medfield.  The  use  of  books  and  magazines  by  the  teachers  and 
pupils  of  the  public  schools  is  increasing.  Several  books,  valu- 
able not  only  in  regular  school  work  but  as  reference  books,  have 
been  purchased  during  the  year.  During  August  the  plan  of 
keeping  the  room  open  daily  from  7  to  9  p.m.  was  tried,  the 
secretary^  doing  the  work  without  expense  to  the  town.  The  at- 
tendance was  excellent.  The  open-shelf  plan  has  been  adopted 
so  far  as  practicable  and  it  gives  good  satisfaction. 

Medford.  The  great  need  of  more  shelf  room,  mentioned  in  the  last 
report,  has  been  met  by  the  installation  of  a  new  upper  tier  of 
stacks,  and  the  patrons  of  the  library  no  longer  have  more  learn- 
ing at  their  feet  than  in  their  heads.  The  increase  both  in  cir- 
culation and  in  reference  work  is  gratifying,  as  showing  that  th« 
library  is  accomplishing  its  proper  purpose.  The  children's  room 
has  been  made  attractive  in  every  way  possible.     An  observation 
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hive  of  bees,  loaned  to  the  library  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Coburn  of  Wobum, 
has  proved  of  engrossing  interest  to  the  little  folks.  Work  with 
the  schools  is  becoming  more  and  more  an  important  feature, 
and  the  teachers  generally  are  making  more  use  of  the  books  and 
allowing  the  children  to  carry  them  home.  Gifts  during  the  year 
number  357  books,  493  pamphlets  and  1,025  magazines.  The 
library  was  favored  and  honored  by  a  visit  from  Miss  Valfrid 
Palmgren,  assistant  librarian  of  the  Royal  Library  of  Stockholm, 
Sweden,  who  was  sent  as  a  delegate  by  her  government  to  inspect 
some  of  the  libraries  of  the  United  States. 

Medway.  The  card-catalogue  system  has  been  adopted,  and  the  li- 
brary was  closed  from  July  31  to  September  11,  to  arrange  the 
books. 

Melrose.  The  special-loan  system  inaugurated  for  the  high  school 
has  been  continued,  200  books  having  been  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  scholars  for  use  in  their  studies.  The  list  comprises  many 
books  on  history.  The  trustees  acknowledge  many  gifts  during 
the  year.  A  duplicate  library  department,  composed  of  duplicate 
copies  of  books  much  in  demand,  which  niay  be  taken  out  at  cir- 
culating library  rates,  has  proved  very  popular.  Sixteen  exhibi- 
tions of  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  given,  which  have  proved 
a  delightful  supplement  to  the  other  attractions  of  the  library; 
there  have  been  also  an  exhibition  of  oil  paintings  by  V.  Henne- 
man,  and  one  of  colored  photographs  by  J.  Coggeshall.  The 
fund- for  the  Mary  A.  Livermore  Art  Library  has  reached  $978, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  another  year  will  see  the  installation  of  the 
memorial  in  the  library.  The  circulation  for  the  year  aggregated 
65,167,  of  which  the  percentage  of  fiction  and  juveniles  was  only 
72.29. 

Mendon.  The  work  of  reclassifying  and  cataloguing  has  been  con- 
tinued during  the  year.  The  removal  of  the  paper  covers  from 
the  books  and  lowering  the  age  limit  at  which  children  may  take 
out  books  have  added  much  to  the  usefulness  of  the  library.  The 
librarian's  report  shows  an  encouraging  decrease  in  the  issues  of 
fiction  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  other  departments. 

MiDDLEBOROUGH.  Beginning  with  the  last  quarter  of  1907  a  quarterly 
bulletin  of  new  books  has  been  issued,  which  has  given  much 
satisfaction  to  patrons.  Walter  Sampson  was  chosen  a  trustee 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  John  C.  Sullivan. 
Work  in  the  children's  room  continues  an  important  feature. 
The  gift  of  the  remaining  volumes  of  "  St.  Nicholas "  necessary 
to  complete  the  set  is  gratefully  recorded.  Several  volimies  of 
"  Our  Young  Folks,"  also  presented,  are  much  appreciated  by  the 
children. 

MiLFORD.  The  circulation  showed  an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  over 
1906.     The  reading  room   also  showed   a  gratifying  increase   in 


54  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

readers.      The  Massachusetts  Art  Club  has  furnished   14  exhibi- 
tions dui-ing  the  year,  with  a  total  of  1,049  pictures  shown. 

Milton.  The  death  of  Amor  L.  HoUingsworUi  was  much  lamented 
by  his  fellow  trustees.  Harry  K.  White  was  elected  as  his  suc- 
cessor. Nathaniel  T.  Kidder  was  chosen  chariman  of  the  Board 
and  Charles  E.  Rogerson  treasurer,  to  succeed  Mr.  Kidder.  The 
trustees  report  a  generous  gift  of  $500.46  from  the  Milton 
Woman's  Club,  which  has  been  permanently  invested  as  a  fund, 
the  income  of  which  will  be  expended  for  the  children's  room. 
The  library  has  received  books  from  the  Maxwell  estate,  and 
the  proceeds  of  some  books  which  were  sold  have  been  put  into 
a  permanent  fund.  The  library  has  been  classified  by  the  Dewey 
system  and  recatalogued.  With  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  un- 
necessary clerical  work,  the  use  of  bookplates  and  imprints  in 
fiction  and  children's  books,  the  printing  of  annual  lists  of  donors 
and  the  sending  out  of  fine  notices  have  been  abandoned. 

Monroe.  The  library  is  seriously  handicapped  by  the  division  of 
the  books  between  the  "  bridge "  and  the  "  hill,"  with  no  perma- 
nent place  for  them.  During  the  past  year  the  hill  di\^ion  has 
remained  in  charge  of  ^liss  Addie  Gordon,  but  the  branch  at 
Monroe  bridge  has  been  moved  from  Mrs.  Robert  Brown's  to 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Ellis's.  A  few  books  have  been  purchased  and 
about  60  presented  by  the  State.  The  cases  that  hold  the  books 
for  circulation  are  overflowing  and  the  trustees  urge  the  need  of 
better  provision  for  them. 

MoNSON.  The  Library  Association  has  received  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  interior  decorations  of  its  building  in  a  fine  oil  painting 
of  Mrs.  Nancy  Lyon,  wife  of  Horatio  Lyon,  to  whom  the  build- 
ing is  a  memorial.  It  was  presented  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  Henry 
A.  King  of  Springfield,  and  was  painted  by  H.  T.  Wood  of  New 
York,  who  also  painted  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Lyon  which  hangs 
directly  in  front  of  the  main  entrance.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon 
were  much  interested  in  the  establishment  of  a  free  reading  room 
and  the  erection  of  a  library  building.  The  structure  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Carrie  Dale,  their  daughter,  and  Mrs.  Lyon  herself 
endowed  it  with  $20,000,  to  be  used  in  its  maintenance. 

Montague.  Beginning  in  September  the  library  has  been  opened  on 
Mondays  during  the  noon  hour  for  the  benefit  of  school  children 
residing  in  outlying  districts.  The  same  practice  will  be  extended 
to  another  day  in  each  week  if  found  necessary.  At  present  the 
library'  is  open  one  aftemoon  and  two  evenings  each  week.  Three 
new  stacks  have  been  placed  in  the  library  room,  g^iving  shelf 
room  adequate  for  future  needs.  A  large  number  of  juvenile 
books  have  been  purchased  for  use  in  the  schools,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed  to   increase   the   attention    paid   to   this   department.    The 
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Miller's   Falls  branch   is   circulating   a  large   proportion   of   the 
total  in  the  town. 

Carnegie  Public  Library  of  Turner's  Tails.  Since  work  in  the 
mills  has  been  slack,  the  demands  upon  the  reading  room  and 
the  books  for  circulation  have  been  very  large.  A  few  books 
in  French  have  been  added  during  the  summer,  the  first  that  have 
been  put  into  the  library.  About  40  of  the  best  singers  in  town 
presented  the  opera  "  Pinafore "  for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 
The  proceeds  are  to  be  used  to  purchase  cabinets  for  the  library 
hall,  as  that  room  is  to  be  used  for.  a  natural  history  collection. 
The  total  circulation  for  the  past  year  was  21,001. 

Monterey.  The  trustees  are  making  special  efforts  to  reach  the  chil- 
dren in  the  public  schools  by  placing  books  in  the  hands  of  the 
teachers.  No  time  limit  is  placed  on  these  books.  They  are  all 
returned  and  accounted  for  at  the  end  of  the  term.  The  trustees 
organized  with  E.  D.  Harmon  as  chairman  and  Henry  Clapp 
secretary  and  treasurer.  It  was  voted  to  buy  $50  or  more  worth 
of  new  books,  and  so  to  arrange  the  shelving  that  they  may  be 
put  upon  the  shelves  in  the  main  room.  Each  card  holder  will 
be  allowed  to  take  out  two  books  at  a  time,  instead  of  one,  as 
formerly. 

Montgomery.  More  interest  in  the  library  has  been  marked  the  past 
year;  books  have  been  taken  more  regularly  and  returned  more 
promptly.  The  purchases  of  new  books  have  naturally  aided 
in  this  result,  and  the  number  of  patrons  is  on  the  gain.  Among 
the  most  valued  additions  to  the  library  have  been  a  Webster's 
"  Unabridged  Dictionary  "  and  a  set  of  Shakespeare. 

Nahant.  The  trustees,  referring  to  the  numerous  possibilities  for 
educational  work  by  a  public  library,  express  the  hope  that  the 
library  may  be  remembered  by  substantial  endowTnents.  The  cir- 
culation for  the  year  was  11,033  volumes,  of  which  only  58.54 
per  cent,  was  fiction.  Additions  numbered  611  volumes,  of  which 
55  were  presented. 

Nantucket.    A  number  of  donations  of  books  is  reported. 

Natick.  Morse  Institute.  During  the  year  the  ceilings  and  walls 
have  been  cleaned  and  frescoed,  arrangements  made  for  additional 
stack  room,  the  reference  library  has  received  some  valuable  ad- 
ditions, the  children's  department  has  been  generously  patron- 
ized and  all  new  books  are  eagerly  devoured.  The  total  circula- 
tion has  been  the  largest  on  record,  and  a  reduction  of  2  per 
cent,  in  fiction  is  encouraging.  The  number  of  books  loaned  in 
connection  with  the  out-of-town  vacation  was  noticeably  larger, 
and  the  additional  allowance  on  the  non-fiction  card  seems  to 
have  been  appreciated.  Requests  for  books  to  assist  in  various 
lines  of  study  are  growing  more  numerous. 
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Bacon  Free  Library,  South  Natick.  An  act  of  the  General 
Court  of  1908  incorporated  this  library,  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  will  of  Oliver  Bacon,  including  the  assignment 
of  suitable  rooms  in  the  building  to  the  Natural  History  Society 
of  South  Natick,  and  empowering  the  corporation  to  hold  real 
estate  to  the  value  of  $25,000.  The  corporators  are  Oustavus 
Smith,  James  E.  Cooper,  Charles  E.  Hills,  Reuben  Hunting  and 
Morton  V.  B.  Bartlett. 

Needham.  In  1904  the  library  began  to  make  use  of  the  Cutter 
author  tables  in  connection  with  the  Dewey  classification.  This 
was  found  to  be  such  an  improvement  over  the  old  system  of 
numbering  that  this  year  it  was  decided  to  assign  those  numbers 
to  all  the  books.  At  the  same  time  a  duplicate  card  catalogue 
w^as  made  for  the  Needham  Heights  branch.  A  printed  cata- 
logue, which  the  patrons  demand,  is  also  in  preparation,  and 
will   be   issued   in   the   spring. 

New  Bedford.  One  new  branch,  the  west,  has  been  opened.  Work 
on  the  reconstruction  of  the  city  hall  building  for  library  pur- 
poses, at  a  cost  of  $200,000,  is  progressing  well.  The  Kempton 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  books,  pictures,  etc.,  is  now  available. 
])roviding  additional  book  funds  of  nearly  $11,000  annually. 
The  circulation  the  past  year  has  nearly  doubled  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  largely  due  to  increased  work  among  the  schools. 

Newburyport.  There  has  been  a  net  gain  of  1,045  volumes  for  the 
year,  making  a  total  of  43,871.  The  circulation  for  home  use 
was  53,624,  a  little  gain  over  the  previous  year.  The  percentage 
of  fiction  was  76,  as  against  81  a  few  years  ago.  There  are 
6,327  registered  borrowers,  932  of  whom  hold  duplicate  or  non- 
fiction  cards,  and  38  school  teachers  are  entitled  to  draw  10  books 
at  a  time  for  i)rofessional  use.  The  additions  from  the  income 
of  the  Peabody  fund  have  numbered  316  volumes,  making  a  total 
of  11,191  books  which  have  contributed  to  the  steady  growth  of 
the  library  since  George  Peabody's  original  bequest  of  $15,000 
began  to  draw  interest  twenty  years  ago. 

South  End  Reading  Room.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  in  January,  George  H.  Welch  was  elected  president. 
Congratulations  on  the  completion  of  eight  years  of  existence, 
with  ever-increasing  prosi)erity,  were  expressed  by  the  directors 
in  their  annual  report.  More  young  people  than  ever  before 
have  made  use  of  the  rooms  and  the  books  for  reference  and 
study,  the  open  shelves  giving  them  every  facility  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  library  is  open  on  Monday  and  Saturday  evenings. 
and  though  the  charter  limits  its  activities  to  Ward  1,  9,030  books 
were  given  out  during  the  year.  The  record  of  readers  in  the 
rooms  totals  2,441  children  and  young  people.  Many  gifts  of 
books  and  magazines  are  acknowledged  with  gratitude,  and  cod- 
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siderable  donations  of  money  from  individuals  and  from  enter- 
tainments. The  deaths  of  two  well-beloved  members,  Mrs.  W. 
H.   Swasey  and  Miss   Anna   L.    Coffin,  are  deplored. 

New  Marlborough.  Miss  Jennie  P.  Lockwood  succeeded  Miss  Katha- 
rine C.  Doyle  as  librarian,  September  1,  at  the  main  library. 
The  Seymour  Library  Association  at  Southfield  reports  five  gifts 
of   books. 

Newtox.  This  library  has,  in  addition  to  its  seven  branches,  two 
deposit  stations,  at  Waban  and  Newton  Lower  Falls,  where  books 
are  kept  on  hand  for  delivery.  The  establishment  of  duplicate 
pay  collections  at  ten  different  places  has  been  one  of  the  chief 
features  of  the  year.  For  each  of  these  places  one  or  more  copies 
of  recent  works  of  fiction  are  bought,  which  are  let  at  two  cents 
a  day  each,  being  turned  in  to  the  regular  collection  of  the  li- 
braiy  later.  The  death  of  the  late  president  of  the  trustees, 
Hon.  E.  B.  Haskell,  is  mentioned  with  great  regret  by  the  Board. 
Mr.  Fi-ank  H.  Howes  succeeds  him  as  president.  The  exten- 
sion of  the  work  at  the  many  branches  leads  the  trustees  to 
express  the  view  that  a  superintendent  of  branches,  to  work  under 
the  authority  of  the  librarian,  will  become  a  necessity  before 
long.  Newton  is  made  up  of  a  number  of  scattered  villages, 
and  it  is  absolutely  needful  that  a  sufficient  deposit  of  books 
shall  be  kept  in  each  of  these  villages  if  the  library  is  to  bene- 
fit all  the  citizens. 

Norfolk.  Mrs.  Mary  N.  Langley  of  Lowell  has  given  the  library 
28  books  in  memory  of  her  son,  H.  Nelson  Fisher,  who  was  a 
native  of  this   town. 

Northampton.  A  duplicate  pay  collection  has  been  introduced,  which 
is  gi\dng  great  satisfaction.  Shelves  to  contain  2,800  volumes 
have  been  added  to  the  equipment  of  the  stack  room.  A  large 
room  in  the  basement  will  be  used  as  a  scientific  room,  and  will 
be  equipped  with  shelves  for  5,600  volumes. 

Forbes  Library.  During  the  past  year  the  city  government 
has  been  asked  to  appropriate  sufficient  money  to  erect  steel 
shelving  for  two  stories,  to  accommodate  200,000  volumes,  and 
to  erect  shelving  and  cases  for  the  art  collections.  The  demand 
from  other  institutions  for  city  appropriations  has  made  this 
appropriation  impossible  this  year.  The  students  of  Smith  Col- 
lege have  ceased  to  use  this  library  generally,  as  the  college 
authorities  and  the  library  trustees  have  failed  to  agree  on  the 
amount  to  be  paid  by  the  college  for  such  use.  A  few  of  the 
students,  however,  are  using  the  library  by  paying  a  fee  of  $5 
a  year.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  shelf  room,  purchases  of  books 
have  been  curtailed,  and  a  large  part  of  the  funds  used  in  binding 
and  putting  the  books  in  good  condition.  Over  2,000  volumes 
have  been  condemned  and   many  replaced  by  better  editions  in 
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more   substantial  bindings.     Cataloguing   is    progressing   rapidly, 
over  80  per  cent,  of  the  collection  being  completed^  in  author  and 
subject   entries.    During  October,  1908,   the    issue    of   books  for 
home  use  was  5,451  volumes,  exclusive  of  circulation  through  the 
branches.     Past  experience  has  shown   that    when    Smith   GoU^ 
students  used  the  library  the  percentage  of  books  issued  to  them 
was   about   28.     Deducting  this  percentage    from    the    6,236  vol- 
umes issued  in  October,  1907,  it  appears  that   only   4,490  boob 
were  issued  in  that  month  to  the  city  users;  in  other  words,  there 
is  an'  increase  of  nearly  1,000  volumes  issued   to   the  citizens,  a 
gain  of  21  per  cent.     The  trustees  have  voted   also   to  withdraw 
the  privilege  of  drawing  books  from  the  librar3%  heretofore  given 
to  students  of  educational  institutions  outside  of  Northampton. 
North  Adams.     The  hbrary  and  the  schools  draw  more   closely  to- 
gether every  year.     This  past  year  the  pupils  of  the  hig-h  school 
and  the  upper  grammar  grades  have  been  taught  how  to  use  the 
library;  the  high  school  pupils,  especially  those  who  go  away  to 
college,   find    this   particularly   helpful.     The    required    course  of 
reading  for  the  high  school  was  posted  at  the  hbrary  when  the 
sununer   vacation   began,   lists   for  summer  readmg:   being  circu- 
lated also  in  the  lower  grades.     The  drawing  instructor  put  on 
exhibition  a  collection  of  the  work  in  drawing  and  manual  train- 
ing.    Story  hours  were  held  as  usual  in  July  and  August.     Ref- 
erence lists  for  the  various  study  clubs  have  been  compOed  and 
subjects  suggested  for  their  programmes.     Descriptive   and  criti- 
cal notes  were  pasted  in  most  of  the  new  books,  especially  those 
most  valuable.     Lists  of  the  books  on  music  and  domestic  economy 
were  typewritten  and  after  revision  will  be  printed.     The  library 
is  printing  a  catalogue  of  its  books  on  North  and  South  America. 
Scrapbooks  have  been  made  on  several  subjects,  chiefly  local,  for 
which  there  is  much  demand.     Duplicates  of  various  poems  have 
been  typewritten  for  circulation.     The  public  document  room  has 
been  rearranged  and  the  shelves  labelled.     The  library  each  year 
advertises  more  and  more,  —  through  the  newspapers,  the  schools, 
its   various   printed   lists   and   by   post   cards   sent   to   individual 
readers.     The    newspapers    have    helped    by   generously    printing 
lists  of  new   books,   so   effectively   that  often  every   book   on  a 
given  subject  has  been  taken  out.     Special  efforts  have  been  made 
to  help  those  of  foreign  birth  in  the  study  of  English.     The  school 
children  have  kept  the  library  supplied  with  native  wild  flowers. 
Original  drawings  of  birds,  photographs  of  the  city  and  of  local 
balloon  ascensions  have  been  posted  on  the  bulletin  boards,  and 
there  was  the  usual  exhibit  of  Christmas  books.     The  railroad  has 
loaned  a  rack  for  the  local  time-tables,  which  have  proved  very 
useful.     The   Northern   Berkshire   Ornithological    Society   met   at 
the  library,  and  a   list   of  all  its  books  on  birds   was   compiled 
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by  request  and  printed  in  the  newspapers.  Open  house  was  held 
at  the  library  on  September  11,  when  visitors  were  present  from 
northern  Berkshire  towns,  who  were  shown  over  the  library  and 
its  methods  explained  to  them.  As  in  former  years,  discarded 
books  were  sent  to  the  schools,  the  firemen  and  the  almshouses. 
The  firemen  showed  their  appreciation  by  sending  the  library  a 
beautiful  bouquet.  Many  gifts  of  books  are  reported.  The  cir- 
culation for  home  use  was  nearly  92,000,  with  a  total  of  about 
28,000  volumes  in  the  library. 

North  Andover.  The  first  year  in  the  beautiful  new  Stevens  Me- 
morial Library  building,  the  opening  of  which  was  described  in 
the  last  report,  has  proved  very  successful,  and  the  library  is 
gaining  in  popularity  and  in  usefulness  to  the  community.  The 
library  has  received  from  the  trustees  of  Phillips  Academy,  Ando- 
ver, a  gift  of  $1,200,  the  income  to  be  used  for  educational  books 
and  magazines,  and  a  smaller  sum  which  is  available  now.  Many 
valuable  gifts  of  books  are  also  acknowledged.  The  Browne 
charging  system  has  been  introduced. 

North  Attleborough.  The  interior  of  the  library  has  been  redeco- 
rated and  granolithic  walks  built  from  the  streets  to  the  building. 
The  branch  at  New  Boston  has  been  given  up  after  a  year's  trial. 

Northborough.  The  lighting  of  the  building  has  been  changed  to  elec- 
tricity. Congressional  Ubrary  cards  for  the  non-fiction  books  are 
being  used. 

NoRTHBRiDGE.  Whitinsvillc  Social  Librarv.  Books  are  sent  to  Rock- 
dale,  Linwood  and  Northbridge  Center.  The  circulation  for  the 
year  was  10,947;  number  of  new  subscribers,  119;  volumes  in  the 
library,  7,484;  added  during  the  year,  182. 

North  Brookfield.  "We  have  adopted  the  custom  of  buying  $5 
worth  of  the  newest  fiction  each  month,  with  good  results." 

NoRTHFiELD.  Another  furnace  has  been  installed  in  the  basement  of 
the  library  building,  and  it  is  used  to  heat  the  second  story,  with 
good  results.  The  trustees  mention  with  deep  regret  the  death 
of  their  associate,  Charles  H.  Green,  who  was  largely  instrumental 
in  securing  the  erection  of  the  library  building.  Mrs.  Green  has 
presented  to  the  library  a  fine,  life-size  portrait  of  her  late  hus- 
band. His  successor  on  the  Board  is  Benjamin  F.  Field.  Many 
books  and  relics  presented  during  the  year  are  acknowledged. 
Three  large  cabinets  of  minerals  and  Indian  relics,  many  of  them 
from  the  Pacific  coast,  have  been  loaned  by  Haskell  Holton.  In 
the  purchase  of  books  the  policy  is  pursued  of  acquiring  attractive 
editions  of  standard  novels,  interesting  travels,  noted  biogrraphies, 
etc.,  in  order  to  wean  the  readers  from  excessive  addiction  to 
ephemeral  and  trashy  fiction.  The  best  juvenile  literature  is  se- 
cured for  the  children. 
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Norton.    A  basketful  of  books  is  sent  periodically  to  Barrowsville  for 
circulation  among  the  neighboring  families. 

Norwood.  The  trustees  note  an  increase  in  the  popularity  and  useful- 
ness of  the  reading  room.  They  are  considering:  the  establishment 
of  a  children's  room.  The  circulation  has  been  largrer  than  ever 
before;  many  books  have  been  added  and  many  of  value  replaced; 
100  shelves  have  been  added,  relieving  to  some  de^ee  the  conges- 
tion. Rev.  J.  B.  Troy  resigned  as  trustee  in  December,  1907;  his 
successor  is  James  A.  Halloran. 

Oak  Bluffs.  Over  100  books  and  some  magazines  have  been  donated 
to  the  library  the  past  season  by  the  summer  Wsitors. 

Oakham.     For  over  one  hundred  years  the  town  has  had  a  public  li- 
brary, but,  until  the  past  summer,  never  a  library  building.     On 
Aug.  27,  1908,  the  beautiful  new  Fobes  Memorial,  on  the  site  of 
the  first  schoolhouse  in  town,  was  dedicated.       It  is   built  of  field 
stone  and  finished  in  oak,  is  provided  with  metallic  sheh^ing  and 
stacks,  with  adequate  heating  and  sanitary  facilities,   and  is  con- 
veniently arranged.     The  building  is  the  gift  of  the   late  Charles 
A.  Fobes  of  Petei-sham,  in  memory  of  his  father,  P.  Ames  Fobes, 
and  by  Mrs.  Celia  E.  Fobes  of  Worcester  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Gifford 
of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  in  memory  of  Hiram  Fobes  and  Hiram  Nye 
Fobes.     Its  cost  was  $10,000.     At  the  dedication   exercises,  Dean 
Henry  P.  Wright  of  Yale  University  spoke  interestingly  of  Oak- 
ham libraries,  and  showed  several  books  that  belonged  to  the  old 
library  association,  dating  from  1794,  one  of  them  being*  "  A  True 
Narrative  of  the  First  French  Revolution,"  which  was  eatalosrued 
in   1796,  and   probably  is  the  oldest  book  extant   that    formerly 
belonged  to  that  association.    After  addresses  by  Robert  K.  Shaw 
of   the   Worcester   Public   Library   and   Dr.    Eva    M.    Tappen    of 
Worcester,  Mrs.   Celia   E.  Fobes  presented  the  keys   of   the   new 
building  to  Gardner  Dean,  chaiiman  of  the  selectmen,  who  feelingly 
accepted  the  gift.    Deacon  Jesse  Allen  responded  for  the  trustees, 
and  Rev.  Francis  N.  Peloubet  of  Aubumdale,  former  pastor  of  the 
Oakham  Church,  spoke  on  the  "  village  library." 

Orange.  Miss  N.  Gertrude  Hendrickson  has  been  appointed  librarian, 
vice  Miss  Grace  Dawley,  who  resigned  after  several  years  of  faith- 
ful and  very  acceptable  sei*vice. 

Orleans.  During  the  year  143  volumes  have  been  purchased,  making 
a  total  of  4,834;  circulated,  8,741.  There  is  a  handsome  balance  in 
the  treasuiy. 

Otis.  This  past  summer  a  building  has  been  rented  in  the  center  of  the 
\dllage,  and  the  books  have  been  transferred  to  it  from  a  residence 
in  a  remote  section,  where  they  have  been  kept  hitherto.  Two  rooms 
on  the  ground  floor  have  been  fitted  up,  —  the  front  one  for  books 
and  the  librarian's  desk,  the  rear  one  for  such  games  as  may  be 
played  without  disturbing  the  readers.    A  card  catalogue  is  being 
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made.  Several  books  and  some  games  have  been  donated.  The 
Free  Public  Library  Commission  has  given  cards,  cabinets  and 
books.  The  town  appropriated  $100  for  library  uses  this  year. 
The  library  has  been  open  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  after- 
noons during  the  summer.  It  is  hoped  to  keep  the  game  room  open 
on  certain  evenings,  if  not  every  evening  during  the  winter,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  town  boys  especially.  A  large  table  for  the  game 
room  and  six  chaire  have  been  donated.  The  change  in  location 
has  resulted  in  a  greatly  increased  use  of  the  library  and  in  the 
circulation  of  books.  A  reception  to  the  pastor  and  his  wife  has 
been  held  in  the  new  rooms;  a  class  of  boys  and  girls  meets  there 
with  the  pastor  one  evening  a  week  and  the  Village  Improvement 
Society  is  likely  to  use  the  library  for  its  committee  meetings.  In 
fact,  the  library  promises  to  be  not  only  a  public  but  a  popular 
institution. 

Oxford.  The  trustees  report  a  year  of  expansion  and  progress.  Not 
only  have  500  books  been  added  —  many  of  them  gifts  —  but  fre- 
quent exhibitions  of  pictures  have  been  made  and  many  interesting 
additions  made  to  the  collection  of  antiquities;  lectures  have  been 
given  and  exhibitions  of  the  work  of  pupils  in  the  schools  held. 
A  department  of  choice  French  literature  has  been  added,  for  the 
benefit  of  French-speaking  patrons.  A  number  of  portraits  of 
prominent  citizens  have  been  added  to  the  collection  on  the  walls. 
Sunday  afternoon  opening,  for  reading  only,  has  proved  a  suc- 
cess. The  librarian,  Mrs.  Fuller,  has  been  designated  by  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission  as  one  of  three  to  attend  a  six-weeks 
summer  course  in  library  work  at  Simmons  College,  the  whole 
expense  being  borne  by  the  State.  The  honor  is  highly  appreciated, 
and  the  results  in  the  improvement  of  the  library  are  expected  to 
be  great. 

Palmer.  From  Aug.  1,  1907,  to  March  3, 1908,  there  was  no  librarian, 
but  from  the  last-mentioned  date,  when  Mr.  Lee  T.  Gray  wai^ 
elected,  the  library  has  been  moving  forward  in  a  satisfactory 
way. 

Peabody.  An  additional  amount  of  insurance  has  been  placed  on  the 
property,  in  riew  of  the  large  value  which  would  be  imperilled 
in  case  of  fire.  The  question  of  a  new  heating  plant  is  one  that 
presses  for  early  solution.  The  room  of  the  Eben  Dale  Sutton 
reference  library  should  be  refinished.  Mohawk  Chapter,  D.  A.  R., 
of  Albany  has  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  trustees  a  collection  of 
16  old  prints  relating  to  the  life  and  services  to  his  country  of 
George  Peabody.  Purchases  of  books  have  included  many  im- 
portant works  in  all  branches  of  the  best  literature,  including  fic- 
tion. The  Eben  Dale  Sutton  reference  collection  now  nimibers 
over  4,000  volumes.  Its  close  connection  with  the  institute  makes 
it  a  valuable  adjunct,  while  it  is  also  open  for  purposes  of  refer- 
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ence  to  non-resident  students  and  inquirers,  Tv-ho  are  not  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  the  institute.  Miss  Augusta  E.  Daniels,  the 
librarian  of  the  reference  library  for  twenty-six  years,  died  Jan. 
25,  1908,  much  regretted.  Her  successor  is  Miss  Frances  M. 
Carroll. 

Pelham.  Books  are  sent  to  West  Pelham  by  the  stage,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  people  there,  who  are  three  miles  from  the  main 
library.  The  gift  of  a  beautiful  dictionary  by  the  State  has  been 
much  appreciated. 

Pembroke.  About  $20  have  been  expended  in  subscriptions  for  maga- 
zines, which  have  circulated  freely,  no  other  class  of  reading  being 
in  greater  demand.  Exchanges  of  books  with  the  Cobb  Library 
at  Bryantville  and  the  library  at  West  Duxbury  have  g^ven  the  use 
of  about  80  additional  volumes  to  the  stock  for  circulation. 

Pepperell.  The  library  has  received  a  bequest  of  $2,700  the  past  year. 
By  the  death  of  Dr.  William  F.  Heald  the  board  of  trustees  has 
lost  a  valued  member,  who  had  been  identified  with  the  library 
from  its  inception.  The  trustees  express  their  thanks  to  Messrs. 
Keyes  for  free  lighting  of  the  library,  as  for  six  years  past. 

Petersham.  Several  valuable  donations  are  reported.  During  the 
year  the  library  has  added  about  250  books,  making  the  total  about 
9,300  volumes.  Some  additions  have  been  made  to  the  collection 
of  native  birds. 

PiTTSFiELD.  The  Massachusetts  Library  Club  held  its  annual  conven- 
tion in  Pittsfield,  June  3  to  6,  and  addresses  and  discussions  on 
subjects  relating  to  library  work  were  made  by  Librarian  Ballard 
of  the  Berkshire  Atheneum,  Miss  Katharine  P.  Loring  of  Pride's 
Crossing,  J.  Randolph  Coolidge,  Jr.,  of  the  Boston  Atheneum, 
Librarian  Wellman  of  the  Springfield  City  Library,  W.  I.  Fletcher 
of  the  Amherst  College  Library,  Andrew  Keough  of  the  Yale  Uni- 
versity Library,  J.  Wyer,  Jr.,  secretary  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  Librarian  Foss  of  the  Somerville  Public  Library,  and 
George  H.  Tripp  of  the  New  Bedford  Public  Library.  The  total 
circulation  for  the  year  was  96,221,  an  increase  over  the  preceding 
year  of  18,788,  or  nearly  20  per  cent.  At  the  request  of  the  fire 
department,  a  collection  of  100  volumes  has  been  sent  to  the  fire 
station,  and  collections  have  been  sent  also  to  the  county  jail  and 
to  the  Rice  school.  Almost  no  damage  to  books  sent  to  the  schools 
has  been  reported.  The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Museum  of 
Natural  Histor>'  and  Art  has  been  25,426,  a  gain  of  2,414  over 
the  previous  year.  The  museum  is  largely  used  and  much  enjoyed 
by  the  school  children,  teachers  often  sending  them  to  gather 
materials  for  school  work.  Many  additions  to  the  museum  have 
been  made.  Some  much-needed  changes  and  improvements  in  the 
atheneum  building  are  recommended  by  the  president  in  his  annual 
report. 
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Plain  viLLE.  The  first  year's  operations  of  this  new  library  have  shown 
how  essential  to  the  life  of  a  progressive  town  is  the  public  library. 
Opening  with  about  500  volumes,  of  which  108  were  given  by  the 
State,  112  by  the  Plainville  Library  Association  and  the  rest  pur- 
chased with  money  appropriated  by  the  town,  and  $75.75  from 
the  school  children's  society  and  donated  by  friends,  the  library  has 
been  so  largely  used  on  every  Monday  evening  that  the  services 
of  all  the  trustees  have  been  in  demand  to  attend  to  the  patrons. 
The  open-shelf  system  is  in  use,  and  the  circulation  is  about  75 
volumes  a  week,  and  steadily  growing. 

Plymouth.  The  library  has  received  from  an  unknown  friend  the  gift 
of  $50;  from  the  Book  Club  over  50  volumes  of  the  best  works 
of  history,  biography  and  fiction ;  from  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  Company  6  volumes  of  its  history  and  records;  from  Miss 
Harriet  L.  Bobbins  of  New  York  13  volumes  of  the  publications 
of  the  Egypt  Exploration  Fund;  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levi  P. 
Greenwood  about  40  volumes  of  fiction;  from  Collingwood  Post 
the  early  history  and  journals  of  the  Massachusetts  G.  A.  R.;  and 
from  Miss  Mary  Pratt  of  Boston  a  generous  donation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books. 

Prescott.  About  140  volumes,  purchased  late  in  1906,  having  been 
on  the  shelves  at  the  main  library  for  a  year,  have  been  divided 
between  the  hill  and  east  branches,  to  be  exchanged  from  one  to 
the  other  and  then  returned  to  the  main  library.  This  plan  permits 
residents  of  all  sections  to  have  access  to  the  books  while  they  are 
comparatively  new. 

Provincetown.  The  Dewey  system  of  classification  has  been  adopted 
and  a  new  charging  system  is  being  introduced. 

QuiNCY.  The  addition  to  the  main  building,  made  possible  through  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  Albert  Crane,  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report, 
has  been  completed  and  occupied.  It  provides  a  new  fireproof 
stack  room,  with  librarian's  and  cataloguers'  rooms,  and  a  large 
children's  room  in  the  basement  story.  The  cost  was  $63,000.  The 
Browne  charging  system  is  to  replace  the  old  temporary  slip 
system. 

Randolph.  A  large  increase  in  circulation  and  a  correspondingly 
greater  use  of  the  reading  room  is  reported.  During  the  year  624 
volumes  have  been  added  to  the  books  on  the  shelves,  many  of 
which  were  gifts.  The  new  heating  plant  is  a  decided  improvement. 
The  trustees  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  the  need  of  reno- 
vating the  library  rooms  and  the  approaches  thereto. 

Reading.  A  change  in  the  system  of  numbering  has  been  introduced; 
it  is  believed  it  will  add  greatly  to  the  convenience  of  the  librarian 
and  of  those  who  go  to  the  open  shelves  to  make  selections.  The 
children  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  fourteen,  who  were  first  given 
library  prixileges  a  year  ago,  still  are  interested  and  give  little 
trouble.     Only  those  above  fourteen  are  permitted  access  to  the 
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open  shelves,  and  an  arrangement  of  bars,  so  that  in  going  to  the 
alcoves  they  have  to  pass  the  attendant  at  the  delivery  desk,  facili- 
tates control  of  the  library.  During  the  year  222  volumes  have 
been  added,  embracing  excellent  selections  in  a  wide  variety  of 
fields.  About  181  more,  purchased  out  of  the  year's  appropriation, 
have  been  placed  in  circulation  since  the  yearns  accounts  were 
closed. 

Revere.  The  cataloguing  of  the  library,  which  was  not  completed  at 
the  end  of  1907,  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  was  finished  early 
in  1908,  and  the  distribution  of  books  resimied.  The  trustees  re- 
gretted the  interruption  in  the  work  of  the  library,  but  felt  that 
it  was  unavoidable,  as  the  library  had  not  been  catalosrued  for 
seventeen  years,  and  many  books,  for  this  reason,  had  become 
practically  inaccessible.  The  trustees  have  appointed  ^Ir.  Theo- 
dore Grover  a  special  committee  in  charge  of  the  historical  depart- 
ment of  the  library.  He  has  already  collected  many  dociunents, 
pictures,  etc.,  of  historical  interest,  and  has  made  ample  arrange- 
ments for  the  safe  and  attractive  exhibition  of  anv  such  articles 
as  may  be  given  or  loaned.  The  towm  appropriated  $1,300  for 
permanent  repaii-s  on  the  roof  and  dome  of  the  library  building, 
which  have  been  completed  and  structural  defects  remedied. 

Richmond.  Additions  during  the  year  numbered  175,  of  which  a  num- 
ber of  the  best  books  were  given  by  friends,  some  of  whom  were 
non-residents.  The  custom  of  adding  a  few  books  at  a  time,  and 
frequently,  has  been  continued.  One  of  the  school  teachers  takes 
20  or  25  books  at  a  time,  and  distributes  them  among  her  pupils 
who  are  unable  to  come  to  the  library  for  them.  The  gift  of  a 
AYebster's  unabridged  dictionary  of  the  latest  edition  by  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission  was  a  welcome  accession.  The  plan 
of  placing  periodicals  on  the  table  at  the  railroad  station  which 
was  adopted  two  or  three  years  ago,  has  proved  so  popular  that 
it  will  be  continued. 

Rochester.  John  S.  Ryder,  for  many  years  an  honored  and  efficient 
trustee,  died  in  May,  1907.  He  manifested  his  interest  in  the 
library  by  leaving  it  a  legacy  amounting  to  $722.63,  the  proceeds 
to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books.  Increased  interest  on  the 
part  of  school  children  and  youth  is  noted,  to  which  the  open 
shelves  have  contributed. 

Rockland.  This  library  has  received  a  gift  of  $500  from  the  estate 
of  Mrs.  Hattie  Curtis,  the  income  to  be  used  in  purchasing  books. 
Circulation  for  the  year  was  29,238,  an  increase  of  3,562  over  the 
preceding  year.  The  expense  of  installing  reading  lamps  for  the 
tables  in  the  reading  rooms  has  been  justified,  and  the  use  of  these 
rooms  steadily  increases. 

RowE.  The  library  has  been  open  every  day,  except  from  June  1  to 
October  1,  when  it  was  open  two  aftenioons  and  one  evening  a  week. 
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It  has  been  used  more  than  ever  by  teachers  and  pupils  for  refer- 
ence work. 

ROYALSTON.  A  marked  increase,  both  in  circulation  and  in  number  of 
patrons,  is  reported.  More  room  for  books  is  needed,  and  the 
trustees  urge  a  new  library  building  and  reading  room. 

Russell.  Teachers  are  allowed  four  books  at  a  time  on  educational 
topics,  which  may  be  retained  one  month.  The  library  is  much 
used  by  the  school  children.  Thomas  Haggerty  resigned  as  trus- 
tee, secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  M.  B.  Shelley,  the  librarian, 
was  appointed  his  successor  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  Mrs.  F.  S. 
Bower,  who  had  served  eflBdently  for  four  years  as  librarian  of 
the  branch  at  Woronoco,  resigned,  and  Miss  Marjorie  Smith  was 
appointed  her  successor.  Late  in  1908  Mrs.  Shelley  was  obliged 
by  severe  illness  to  resign  as  librarian,  and  Mrs.  Minnie  B.  Parks 
was  elected  to  succeed  her  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  During  the  past 
year  a  new  set  of  the  traveling  library  books  has  been  in  use  and 
has  been  much  enjoyed.  In  gifts,  the  library  has  been  fortunate, 
books,  pictures  and  magazines  having  been  given  by  friends,  and 
52  volumes  have  been  purchased. 

Rutland.  Various  organizations  of  the  town  have  contributed  liberally 
to  the  purchase  of  literature  for  the  reading  room.  Many  books 
and  magazines  also  have  been  given.  The  trustees  have  bought  the 
new  "  International  Encyclopedia,'*  in  21  volumes,  and  50  other 
books. 

Salem.  The  large  addition  to  the  books  on  shorthand  in  the  library 
has  led  to  their  being  reclassified  according  to  a  special  system, 
separating  the  old  publications,  which  have  only  antiquarian  in- 
terest, from  the  modern  and  practical  ones.  The  shorthand  collec- 
tion now  numbers  478.  The  usefulness  of  the  library  is  hampered 
by  its  crowded  condition  and  the  inconvenient  arrangement  of 
books  and  rooms.  The  librarian  urges  the  need  of  a  new  library 
building.  The  home  circulation  for  the  year  was  94,036  volumes. 
Gifts  total  119  bound  volumes,  552  pamphlets  and  1,074  numbers 
of  periodicals. 

Sandwich.  Mrs.  William  Weston  of  Plymouth,  by  her  will  some 
two  years  ago,  left  the  town  of  Sandwich  $21,000,  to  be  ex- 
pended for  a  lot  of  land  and  a  new  library  building.  Her  hus- 
band soon  after  left  a  like  amount  to  the  town,  his  will  direct- 
ing that  if  Mrs.  Weston's  legacy  was  insufficient  to  provide  the 
lot  and  building,  a  part  of  his  bequest  should  be  applied  to  the 
same  purpose,  the  remainder  to  constitute  a  fund  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  library.  The  town  appointed  three  trustees  to  buy 
the  lot  and  erect  the  building.  Plans  were  made,  but  the  price 
fixed  for  the  building  was  too  high,  and  they  are  being  modified. 
It  is  stipulated  that  the  building  shall  cost  not  exceeding  $25,000. 
It  is  to  be  of  brick  and  stone,  with  all  modem  improvements, 
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and  the  wills  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weston  provided  that  it  should 
be  built  within  five  years.  The  lot  of  land  purchased  is  in  the 
center  of  the  town  and  cost  $1,250.  Three  other  trustees  were 
appointed  by  the  town  to  care  for  the  money  conveyed  by  these 
two  bequests,  and  it  has  been  well  invested. 

Saugus.  The  crowded  conditions  noted  in  the  last  report  have  been 
intensified  and  the  trustees  make  an  earnest  appeal  for  more 
room,  saying  that  the  present  available  space  for  the  public  is 
only  about  60  squai*e  feet,  and  the  bookstacks  are  top  heavy  with 
books  that  should  be  placed  elsewhere.  The  delivery  of  books 
to  outlying  sections  has  been  discontinued,  owing^  to  the  small 
appropriation,  which  also  prevented  the  purchase  of  the  osoaI 
number  of  books,  and  because  of  the  small  number  of  books 
delivered  in  this  manner.  About  20  interesting  exhibits  of  pi<s 
tures  from  the  Library  Art  Club  have  been  made  during  the 
year.  Readings  from  "  Hiawatha  "  were  given  in  connection  with 
the  pictures  bearing  the  title  of  the  poem.  Gifts  of  books  and 
curiosities  are  acknowledged. 

Sharon.  Though  the  circulation  from  the  children's  department  has 
increased,  the  total  of  the  library  has  fallen  off,  largely  owing  to 
a  less  number  of  accessions,  due  to  lack  of  room  for  books. 

Sheffield.  A  few  books  of  fiction  have  been  presented  to  the  li- 
brary and  its  funds  somewhat  helped  by  a  tax  of  $1  each  upon 
non-residents  for  use  during  the  siunmer. 

Shelburne.  Arms  Library,  Shelbume  Falls.  For  the  past  year  the 
town  of  Shelbume  has  appropriated  $300  for  the  support  of  this 
library,  and  the  town  of  Buckland  $200.  Invested  funds  yield 
a  further  revenue  of  about  $375.  D.  W.  Wilcox,  for  several 
years  librarian,  resigned  in  the  late  summer  of  1908,  and  will 
make  his  home  with  his  son,  Dr.  Ernest  Wilcox,  at  Pleasantville, 
N.  Y.  The  trustees  elected  Capt.  Charles  P.  Hall,  for  fourteen 
years  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  Shelbume  district,  as  Mr. 
Wilcox's  successor. 

Shirley.  The  circulation  shows  a  gain  of  nearly  700  volumes  for 
the  year.  Use  by  the  high  school  has  increased.  The  trustees 
have  deemed  it  wise  to  open  the  library  Wednesday  afternoons, 
as  well  as  Saturday,  and  the  results  justify  this  action.  Valu- 
able gifts  of  books  and  relics  are  reported. 

Shrewsbury.  "  We  are  now  giving  out  an  unlimited  number  of 
books  to  students  and  also  renewing  without  seeing."  A  hand- 
some increase  in  circulation  is  reported,  and  the  proportion  of 
fiction  is  very  moderate,  only  58.5  per  cent.  The  use  of  the  li- 
brary for  reference  work  has  been  very  marked.  Several  valu- 
able additions  have  been  made  to  this  department.  In  the  inter- 
ests of  local  historj'  a  record  has  been  preserved  of  the  events 
of  the  Old  Home  celebration,  and  souvenir  postals  of  the  affair 
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are  mounted.     Several  fine  pictures  have  been  presented  and  hung 
in  the  library  rooms. 

Shutesbuby.  Efforts  are  constantly  made  by  the  trustees  to  raise 
the  standard  of  the  reading  supplied  to  the  public,  and  in  the 
selection  of  new  books  the  works  of  the  best  authors  are  given 
the  preference.  The  donor  of  the  library  presented  to  the  town 
several  cases  of  books  by  standard  authors,  which  are  classed  as 
solid  reading. 

Somerset.  New  books  are  added  frequently  and  many  gifts  are 
acknowledged.  The  increased  patronage  has  necessitated  addi- 
tional time  for  the  distribution  of  books. 

SoMERviLLE.  The  library  has  done  more  work  the  past  year  than 
ever  before,  the  increase  being  almost  wholly  at  the  central  library. 
The  total  home  circulation  has  been  419,539,  of  which  107,004 
is  credited  to  the  school  department.  The  construction  of  the 
branch  library  at  West  Somerville,  made  possible  by  Mr.  Carne- 
gie's gift,  is  progressing.  Conspicuous  among  the  many  gifts  to 
the  library  has  been  that  of  the  fine  Italian  marble  statue  of 
"  Damoxenus,"  one  of  Canova's  boxers,  by  Eben  D.  Jordan  of 
Boston,  which  has  been  placed  in  the  curved  front  of  the  delivery 
room. 

Southampton.  The  walls  and  woodwork  of  the  interior  have  been 
newly  finished  and  the  attractiveness  of  the  library  increased  there- 
by. The  circulation  and  school  work  have  made  satisfactory  gains. 
A  traveling  library  and  several  collections  of  pictures  have  been 
loaned  by  the  Women's  Education  Association.  Subscriptions  for 
additional  magazines  have  added  to  the  use  of  the  reading  room; 
several  are  donated  by  friends.  The  need  of  an  additional  card- 
catalogue  cabinet  is  imperative. 

SouTHBOROUGH.  The  need  of  a  library  building  is  the  chief  matter 
urged  by  the  trustees.  The  present  accommodations  are  quite 
inadequate  to  a  proper  management  of  the  institution. 

SouTHBRiDGE.  There  was  a  slight  gain  in  circulation  for  the  year, 
but  the  children's  department  showed  some  falling  off,  due  no 
doubt  to  the  decision  of  the  trustees  to  exclude  children  under 
fifteen  from  the  magazine  and  reading  rooms  after  6  p.m.  Many 
valuable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  collection,  several  do- 
nations received  and  the  library  rooms  freshly  painted. 

South  Hadley.  Free  Public  Library,  South  Hadley  Falls.  In  the 
first  year's  use  of  the  new  library  building,  the  gift  of  Andrew 
Carnegie  and  several  local  friends,  there  was  a  circulation  of 
12,434  volumes,  with  about  4,000  on  the  shelves.  The  trustees 
early  in  the  spring  of  1908  decided  to  open  the  library  two  hours 
each  afternoon  and  two  hours  each  evening.  The  death  of  R.  0. 
Dwight,  a  valued  member  of  the  Board,  is  deplored  by  the  trus- 
lees. 
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SouTHWiCK.  Through  the  kind  oflBces  of  Miss  Ida  F.  Farrar  of  the 
Springfield  library  two  stacks  of  shelves  have  been  received  from 
Quincy  for  the  public  library,  free  of  all  expense.  They  will 
relieve  very  much  its  crowded  condition. 

Spencer.  Two  new  schemes  have  been  tried  at  the  library  the  past 
summer.  One  was  "  the  children's  hour,"  which  proved  very 
successful.  A  young  lady  in  town,  who  studies  at  a  kindergarten 
school  in  Boston,  told  stories  to  the  children  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  twelve  during  the  hour  between  2  and  3  p.m.,  every 
other  week.  Some  25  children  attended  each  time,  with  great 
enjoyment.  The  other  innovation  was  the  circulation  of  lists  of 
summer  reading  in  the  schools.  Many  children  who  never  had 
visited  the  library  became  interested  in  these  lists  and  have  made 
use  of  the  facilities. 

Springfield.  The  year  1908  has  marked  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
the  city  library.  Not  only  have  plans  been  completed  for  the 
splendid  new  building  on  the  finest  part  of  the  city's  handsomest 
central  avenue,  but  Andrew  Carnegie  has  supplemented  his  mu- 
nificent gift  of  $175,000  to  this  object  by  $50,000  additional,  for 
branch  library  buildings  at  Forest  Park,  Indian  Orchard  and  the 
North  End.  Sites  for  the  two  first  named  were  presented  by 
public-spirited  citizens,  and  the  buildings,  costing  about  $16,000 
each,  are  nearly  completed;  while  at  the  North  End,  the  raising 
of  a  similar  structure  has  been  delayed  only  by  the  selection  of 
a  suitable  site,  for  which  the  residents  of  that  section  secured 
the  funds.  The  lot  chosen  is  on  Chestnut  Street,  facing  Calhoun 
Park.  Bids  for  the  central  library  building  have  been  obtained, 
and  it  is  expected  to  break  ground  early  in  the  spring  of  1909. 
It  will  be  of  white  marble  and  fireproof  throughout,  and  will  cost 
about  $325,000  furnished.  It  has  been  planned  with  a  view  to 
giving  the  public  access  to  about  200,000  volumes.  On  the  main 
floor,  directly  opposite  the  entrance,  will  be  the  delivery  room. 
The  art  room,  70  by  75  feet,  is  on  the  right  and  the  main  book 
room,  85  feet  square,  is  on  the  left.  This  main  book  room  is 
the  most  individual  feature  of  the  plan,  for  it  provides  for  a 
large  reading  room,  with  shelving  for  100,000  volumes  arranged 
in  radiating  cases  on  the  floor  and  in  the  balcony  above.  This 
gives  supervision  by  the  reference  librarians  stationed  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  room  and  also  the  most  direct  access.  It  is  hoped  thus 
to  encourage  the  most  convenient  relations  between  the  public, 
the  staff  and  the  books.  The  periodical  reading  room  is  at  the 
right  of  the  entrance;  in  the  basement,  which  in  front  is  entirely 
above  ground,  are  the  newspaper  reading  room  and  the  children's 
rooms,  each  reached  by  a  separate  entrance,  with  a  two-story 
book  stack  in  the  rear,  under  the  delivery  room  and  the  main 
book  room.    In  the  second  story  are  the  administration  roomsy 
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the  medical  library  and  a  large  unassigned  space  which  in  time 
may  develop  into  a  technical  library.  The  dimensions  of  the 
building  are  223  feet  long  and  85  feet  deep.  A  model  of  the 
structure,  which  is  from  the  plans  of  Edward  S.  Tilton  of  New 
York,  was  on  exhibition  in  the  present  library  for  several  months, 
and  shows  the  new  building  to  be  simple  and  dignified  in  archi- 
tecture, not  unlike  the  Boston  Public  Library  in  general  appear- 
ance. In  addition  to  the  Carnegie  gift.  Col.  James  A.  Rumrill 
has  given  $10,000  and  the  widow  of  E.  W.  Bond  $5,000;  both 
men  were  former  presidents  of  the  association.  Other  local  con- 
tnbutions  —  one  of  $50,000  and  the  other  of  half  that  amount  — 
are  said  to  be  assured,  but  not  yet  ready  for  announcement.  The 
circulation  for  the  past  year  has  been  483,632  volumes,  —  a  gain 
of  58,569  over  the  previous  year  and  the  largest  increase  in  the 
history  of  the  library  since  it  was  made  free  twenty-three  years 
ago.  The  policy  is  aggressive  in  the  matter  of  bringing  the  li- 
brary to  the  attention  of  the  public.  Not  only  are  open  shelves 
and  absence  of  red  tape  attractions  to  borrowers,  but  the  monthly 
bulletin,  containing,  besides  the  lists  of  accessions,  current  news 
relating  to  the  library  and  the  museums,  and  also  interesting  com- 
ment on  the  new  books,  is  distributed  freely  through  the  city;  the 
notices  of  new  books  are  published  weekly  in  four  newspapers; 
mimeographed  lists  of  books  relating  to  particular  trades,  profes- 
sions and  important  subjects  are  sent  where  they  will  do  the  most 
good.  Twelve  exhibitions  of  photographs  and  other  pictures  have 
been  held  during  the  year.  The  additions  have  numbered  9,117, 
of  which  832  were  gifts,  making  the  total  May  1,  1908,  159,246. 
Many  notable  reference  books  were  bought  during  the  year  and 
109  titles  of  current  fiction,  two  or  three  copies  of  each.  In  ad- 
dition from  6  to  12  copies  of  each  were  bought  for  the  pay 
collection,  which  is  rented  at  one  cent  a  day  each.  This  collec- 
tion brought  in  a  profit  of  about  $600,  which  will  be  spent  for 
additional  free  copies  the  current  year.  The  medical  library  has 
been  enlarged  by  the  expenditure  of  nearly  $200,  contributed  by 
physicians  of  the  city.  Miss  Alice  Shepard  and  Miss  Ida  F. 
Farrar  of  the  staff  have  \isited  the  little  country  libraries  in  the 
neighborhood,  working  on  volunteer  committees  in  connection 
with  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  and  Miss  Flora  F. 
Prince  has  been  given  leave  of  absence  to  give  instruction  in 
repairing  and  binding  books  to  such  librarians  as  the  conmiission 
designates.  On  September  11  the  library  kept  "  open  house  "  for 
the  librarians  of  surrounding  towns,  of  whom  some  25  accepted 
the  invitation.  Members  of  the  staff  showed  them  the  workings 
of  the  library,  and  there  was  a  pleasant  discussion  of  helpful 
topics.  A  book  on  the  trees  of  Springfield  and  vicinity  is  to  be 
issued  by  the  science  department  of  the  library.    Miss  Grace  L. 


StOnemam.  Casta  of  Minerva  and  Diana  have  b«n  pbfh 
delivery  room,  and  an  iron  fence  biiilt  at  the  re*r  of  i\ 
ing.  Many  books  have  been  donated.  The  use  of  it* 
both  for  reading  and  for  drawing  books,  has  sho«ii  i 
crease. 

Stoughton.  In  June  last  a  bronze  bas-relief  of  LudiB  I 
Randolph,  donor  of  tbe  library  building,  was  plved  i 
brary.  It  is  the  gift  of  the  sculptor,  Geor^  T.  Brewsie 
York,  and  is  a  fine  portrait. 

Stow.  During  the  year  repairs  on  the  building  and  tbe  ■ 
beeu  needed  improvements.  Gifts  of  a  flag  frwn 
Keilly,  valuable  African  curios,  books  and  otha  tii 
the  treasures  of  the  library  are  acknowledged.  Inma 
lation  and  greater  use  of  the  raading  room  ind  tke 
books  by  the  children  are  gratifying. 

Sturbridge.  The  annual  meeting  of  tbe  Bay  Path  Ubnzj 
held  at  this  library  June  26,  a  large  number  of  wb 
friends  coming  from  as  far  west  as  Westfleld.  Tber  wi 
fully  welcomed  by  Trustee  Charles  V.  Corey,  and  ffi 
Tarbell  of  Brimfield  made  a  fitting  response.  H«u7  R. 
of  Springfield  spoke  on  "  Tbe  public  Ubrary  from  dx 
men's  standpoint,"  and  Dr.  Louis  N.  Wilson  of  Cl»i*  1 
library  read  a  paper  on  "  Common  sense  applied  to  the  '. 
A  short  discussion  on  topics  of  ipteiwt  followed.  L» 
"  Native  trees  and  shrubs  "  and  on  "  The  Jam«town  ei 
were  other  features  of  the  season  of  1908. 

StTOBOBr.  A  general  renovation  of  the  interior,  b^ioninet 
cataloguing  and  plans  for  installing  a  new  ehai^iii^  s; 
salient  features  of  the  year's  report.     The  death  of  Jaata 
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SwAMPSCOTT.  The  legacy  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Morse,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books,  has 
been  paid  into  the  town  treasury  and  amounts  to  $5,196.  As  it 
is  lying  in  bank  and  yielding  only  a  small  income,  the  trustees 
recommend  that  it  be  invested,  under  the  direction  of  the  select- 
men, in  some  proper  securities,  or  loaned  to  the  town  at  a  fair 
rate  of  interest.  The  shelf  room  in  the  library  is  filled  to  the 
limit  and  provision  for  enlargement  is  urged. 

Swansea.  Gifts  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  and  from 
friends  are  appreciatively  mentioned. 

Taunton.  The  circulation  for  the  year  was  64,812,  and  the  total 
number  of  books  in  the  library  54,723.  The  increase  of  5,321 
over  the  previous  year  was  largely  in  juvenile  literature.  There 
has  been  an  unrecorded  but  gratifying  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
reference  library.  The  requirements  of  this  department  call  for 
the  completion  of  the  third  tier  of  the  stack,  which  has  remained 
unoccupied  since  the  erection  of  the  building.  By  membership 
in  the  Library  Art  Club,  several  exhibitions  of  photographs  and 
photogravures  have  been  made  during  the  year,  which  have  been 
described  in  the  local  newspapers  and  have  added  much  to  the 
pleasure  oi  patrons.  Six  lectures  in  the  library  course  have 
proved  interesting  to  large  audiences.  A  large,  well-lighted  chil- 
dren's room  was  opened  April  1,  1908,  and  provided  much-needed 
facilities  for  this  rapidly  growing  department.  Much  work  has 
been  accomplished  in  cataloguing,  the  Library  of  Congress  cards 
being  used  where  practicable. 

Tewksbury.  Boxes  of  books  are  sent  to  Wamesit,  North,  Northwest 
and  South  Tewksbury,  where  there  are  deposit  stations,  and  are 
exchanged  every  two  weeks.  Many  donations  during  the  year 
are  acknowledged. 

ToPSFiELD.  The  circulation  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year, 
especially  in  popular  light  reading  for  home  use,  while  there  has 
been  a  slight  falling  off  in  school  use.  A  new  bookcase  has  re- 
lieved the  congestion  of  the  shelves.  The  new  hot-water  heating 
plant  has  proved  a  great  improvement  and  has  kept  the  rooms 
comfortable  in  the  severest  weather.  Magazine  reading  has  shown 
increased  popularity. 

Town  SEND.  The  additions  to  the  library  number  150  volumes,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  5,138,  with  a  circulation  for  the  year  of  9,634,  of 
which  3,209  have  been  from  the  West  Townsend  delivery  station. 
The  building  of  a  wall  stack  has  given  the  needed  room  for 
books.  The  work  in  the  schools  has  been  large.  Many  gifts 
are  reported. 

Truro.  The  circulation  has  shown  a  falling  off,  due  to  the  Sunday 
school  at  North  Truro  having  added  new  books,  which  have  been 
taken  in  preference  to  those  in  the  branch  at  that  place.  Gifts 
of  books  from  the  State  are  gratefully  acknowledged. 


72  .FREE   PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

Ttngsborough.    Since  the  last  report  the  residuary   legacy  of  Mi& 

Littlefield,  amounting  to  something  over  $4,000,  has  been  received 
and  invested  in  sound,  dividend-paying  securities,  the  income  be- 
ing reserved,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  will,  for  the  purehaae 
of  books.  The  death  of  Dr.  Granville  A.  Harlow,  member  and 
treasurer  of  the  trustees,  is  deeply  deplored.  After  much  trouble 
and  thought  a  plan  has  been  evolved  by  which  the  people  of  the 
old  school  district,  known  as  No.  3,  are  regularly  supplied  with 
books.  The  teacher,  who  resides  near  by,  becomes  responsible  for 
the  books,  and  is  allowed  a  modest  sum  to  secure  monthly  trips 
to  the  library  for  the  exchanging  of  the  supply.  Much  is  hoped 
for  from  this  arrangement. 

Tyringham.  The  library  has  installed  new  shelves  and  a  staircase 
to  one  of  the  galleries,  thus  increasing  the  capacity.  Important 
gifts  of  books  for  children  and  adult  fiction  have  been  received 
from  the  Brookline  library,  also  some  50  volumes  from  Hon. 
Joseph  H.  Choate.  The  traveling  library  and  picture  exhibits 
of  the  Women's  Education  Association  have  been  of  great  value. 

Upton.  The  library  room  in  the  town  hall  building  has  been  re- 
decorated in  green  and  wliite,  making  it  very  attractive.  Books 
have  been  added  to  the  children's  department,  aiMl  changes  in  its 
arrangements  made  to  facilitate  their  use  of  the  books.  A  num- 
ber of  volumes,  some  valuable,  have  been  donated. 

UxBRiDGE.  An  increase  in  the  number  of  books  deposited  at  the 
school  in  North  Uxbridge,  under  charge  of  the  principal,  Miss 
M.  I.  Gunn,  and  their  successful  distribution  among:  the  children 
in  that  section,  has  been  the  principal  new  work  of  the  past  year. 
The  card  catalogue  has  been  greatly  improved  by  cross-references 
for  the  more  comprehensive  subjects.  Library  of  Congress  cards 
are  used  for  non-fiction  requiring  many  cards.  Use  of  the  refer- 
ence room  shows  an  encouraging  gain. 

Wakefield.  The  circulation  has  increased  over  70  per  cent,  in  the 
past  ten  years.  Two  important  factors  in  this  increase  are  the 
branch  at  Greenwood,  which  circulated  10,000  books  last  year, 
and  the  distribution  of  circulars  throughout  the  town.  The  Green- 
wood branch,  which  is  in  a  large,  newly  fitted  room  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  school  house,  started  in  a  very  modest  way,  but  the 
interest  of  the  children  has  spread  to  the  adults.  Students  of 
the  high  school  have  offered  for  sale  at  every  house  in  town  the 
supplementary  catalogue  of  the  library,  and  at  each  house  have 
left  a  circular  calling  attention  to  the  hours  and  the  privileges  of 
the  library.  The  need  of  a  library  building,  or  at  least  of  a 
children's  room,  becomes  more  and  more  pressing. 

Wales.  At  the  town  meeting  in  April,  1908,  the  trustees,  who  were 
instructed  by  the  1907  town  meeting  to  look  into  the  matter  of 
better  accommodations   for  the  library,  reported   that   they  had 
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been  unable  to  find  any  location  which  they  could  recommend, 
but  that  within  a  short  time  they  had  learned  of  out-of-town 
persons  who  were  interested  in  having  Wales  supplied  with  a 
permanent  library  building,  and  that  they  had  hopes  of  suitable 
quarters  being  provided  from  this  source.  The  town  voted  to 
keep  the  library  in  its  present  cramped  room  for  the  present 
year,  and  empowered  the  trustees  to  take  such  action  as  should 
seem  best  to  secure  a  fund  or  subscriptions  for  a  building. 

Walpole.  a  substantial  increase  in  circulation  and  general  use  of 
the  library  is  reported.  The  patronage  by  nonresidents  on  pay- 
ment of  the  customary  fee  has  continued  about  as  usual.  The 
work  of  the  branch  library  at  the  Wednesday  Club  house,  East 
Walpole,  has  so  increased  that  the  women  of  the  club,  with  a 
generosity  and  thoughtfulness  which  the  trustees  thankfully  rec- 
ognize, have  provided  a  large  room  in  the  basement,  newly  painted, 
fitted  with  shelving  and  electrically  lighted,  with  a  desk  and  read- 
ing table  supplied,  —  all  at  no  expense  to  the  town,  —  and  it  was 
occupied  at  the  beginning  of  1908.  Over  3,000  books  have  been 
given  out  from  this  branch  during  the  year,  and  two-thirds  of 
the  number  have  been  juvenile. 

Waltham.  Reclassification  after  the  Dewey  system,  introduction  of 
the  Newark  system  of  charging  and  the  establishment  of  a  chil- 
dren's room  have  been  the  chief  new  departures  of  the  year. 

Ware.  The  interior  of  the  library  building  has  been  redecorated, 
adding  to  its  attractiveness. 

Wareham.  The  burning  of  a  fine  residence  in  a  central  and  desirable 
location  enabled  the  trustees  to  secure  an  admirable  site  for  a 
library  building  and  by  gifts  of  friends  of  the  library,  and  the 
strictest  economy  in  running  expenses,  it  is  hoped  to  pay  for  it 
within  a  short  time  and  to  make  the  much-needed  building  a 
reality  before  many  years  have  elapsed. 

Warren.  The  chief  accessions  during  the  year  have  been  in  the 
reference  department,  among  ihejji  being  "  The  History  of  All 
Nations,"  24  volumes;  "With  the  World's  Great  Travelers,"  8 
volumes ;  a  set  of  5  volumes  of  natural  history ;  the  "  Encyclo- 
pedia of  Applied  Electricity  "  and  the  "  Encyclopedia  of  Engineer- 
ing," 5  volumes  each.  A  gift  of  32  volumes  from  W.  H.  Wright 
of  Somers,  N.  Y.,  is  reported.  The  directors  express  their  sor- 
row at  the  death  of  their  late  president,  the  Hon.  Wilson  H. 
Fairbank. 

Warwick.  The  library  was  closed  for  a  month  on  account  of  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  in  town.  By  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
the  books  held  by  families  in  which  the  disease  appeared  were 
not  taken  back  into  the  library,  but  were  replaced  by  new  copies. 
Mrs.  Mary  P.  Wells  Smith  has  presented  a  fine  portrait  of  her 
late  husband.  Judge  Fayette  Smith.     She  also  gave,  to  be  sold 


74  FREE  PUBLIC   LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  50  copies  of  her  address  on  "Some 
Notable  Women  of  Warwick,"  delivered  before  the  old  residents' 
annual  reunion,  in  August,  1907. 

Watertown.  "We  have  practically  completed  the  reclassification  and 
rearrangement  of  the  library  by  the  expansive  system  (seventh) 
of  Charles  A.  Cutter,  and  like  it  more  the  more  we  work  over  ii 
and  use  it."  The  discarding  of  nearly  750  volumes  of  the  most 
worn,  because  most  popular,  books  has  made  the  net  gain  for  the 
year  only  441  volumes,  though  the  purchases  have  exceeded  those 
of  any  previous  year.  The  recorded  circulation  has  been  about 
the  average  for  several  years.  The  librarian  says :  "It  would 
be  possible  greatly  to  increase  the  number  of  books  taken  away 
from  the  library  by  providing  a  larger  number  of  duplicates  of 
the  more  popular  novels."  Some  very  important  additions  to 
reference  books  have  been  made,  including-  several  encyclopedias 
and  editions  of  standard  works  of  literature  and  of  fiction.  Tech- 
nical books  also  have  been  added  in  good  niunbers,  and  work 
with  the  schools  has  received  a  due  share  of  attention. 

Wayland.  The  branch  library  and  reading  room  at  Cochituate,  men- 
tioned in  the  last  report,  has  proved  a  successful  and  useful  ad- 
dition to  the  town's  facilities  for  readers.  Its  use  has  increased 
steadily  since  the  opening.  Work  with  the  schools  is  another 
feature  of  hopeful  progress. 

Webster.  The  library  has  received  a  cash  grift  of  $2.3  from  Mrs. 
H.  N.  Slater,  one  of  the  trustees.  This  was  expended  in  buying 
an  encyclopedia  of  art  and  some  children's  books.  The  new  ref- 
erence room  has  been  much  appreciated  and  very  helpful.  The 
picture  exhibits  from  the  Woman's  Education  Association  have 
been  much  enjoyed. 

Wellesley.  The  circulation  for  1907  was  more  than  15  per  cent 
above  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  distributing  station  estab- 
lished in  1906  at  the  corner  of  Worcester  and  Cedar  streets  has 
been  removed  to  the  Fiske  school,  where  it  is  giving  general  satis- 
faction. The  exterior  of  the  library  building  has  been  put  in 
thoroughly  good  condition. 

Wellfleet.     The  year  has  been   one  of  prosperity  for  the    library. 
Gifts  of  cash  and  of  many  valuable  books  from  friends  in  and  out 
of  town   are   noted.     Among  them   are   a   fine   jset    of   American 
"  Encyclopedia  of  Biography  "  and  a  bookcase  from  Jtf rs.  Harri- 
man,  as  a  memorial  to  Judge  H.  P.  Harriman;  130  volumes  from 
Charles  H.  Wight  of  New  York,  as  a  memorial  to  Drs.  Thomas  X. 
and  William  N.  Stone,  and  several  others.    The  citizens  have  begun 
raising  money  to  purchase  a  desirable  piece  of  property  for  their 
library.     The  sum  to  be  raised  is  about  $900,  and  the  first  person 
asked  to  contribute  gave  $250.    The  people  think  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  raising  the  needed  money,  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to 
offer  the  property  to  the  town  at  the  next  town  meeting.     It  is 
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the  plan  to  use  the  first  floor  of  the  building  for  the  library  and 
the  second  floor  for  town  offices,  as  the  town  is  hiring  less  cen- 
tral and  less  desirable  quarters  for  that  purpose.  The  trustees 
propose  to  catalogue  the  library,  but  under  the  circumstances 
think  it  wise  to  defer  this  until  the  question  of  new  quarters  is 
decided.  If  the  plan  goes  through,  they  will  close  the  library 
for  a  short  time,  move  it,  catalogue  it  and  have  it  in  good  shape 
for  the  reopening. 

Wenham.  Since  mo\dng  into  the  new  room,  as  mentioned  in  the 
last  report,  the  library  has  been  reclassified  by  the  Dewey  decimal 
system  and  a  card  catalogue  prepared,  the  Ladies'  Village  Im- 
provement Society  having  generously  provided  the  means  and 
aided  in  the  labor. 

Westborough.  The  new  library  building,  mentioned  in  the  last  report 
as  nearing  completion,  was  opened  to  public  use  on  June  24,  1908. 
Its  total  cost  was  $34,000.  The  basement  story  is  of  selected  pink 
Mil  ford  granite ;  the  first  and  second  stories  of  gray  mottled  Roman 
brick,  laid  in  cement,  with  trimmings  of  Indiana  limestone.  The 
roof  is  covered  with  red  slate.  The  inside  finish  of  the  first  story, 
stairs  and  main  hallway  is  of  selected  quartered  oak;  of  the  second 
story,  ash;  of  the  basement.  North  Carolina  pine.  The  entrance, 
from  Main  Street,  is  up  a  broad  fiight  of  stone  steps,  through  a 
vestibule  wainscoted  in  marble  and  floored  in  colored  mosaic; 
thence  through  a  staircase  hall  into  the  delivery  room,  of  orna- 
mental design,  which  occupies  the  center  of  the  main  building. 
On  the  right  is  the  reference  and  general  reading  room;  on  the 
left,  the  children's  room.  The  furniture  is  of  polished  oak.  The 
stack  room  in  rear  of  the  delivery  desk  is  of  fireproof  construction 
and  is  separated  from  the  main  building  by  metal-covered  sliding 
doors.  The  floor  is  of  glass,  supported  on  a  steel  frame,  and  the 
walls  are  faced  with  enameled  bricks.  Metal  stacks,  iron  stairs 
and  book  lift  make  the  room  thoroughly  serviceable.  In  the  second 
story  are  a  lecture  hall,  art,  study  and  trustees'  rooms.  Before 
removal  the  library  was  recatalogued. 

West  Boylston.  Increased  circulation  and  use  of  reference  books  by 
the  school  pupils  is  reported.  The  trustees  propose  to  make  a 
specialty  of  preserving  all  matter  bearing  on  local  history,  and  have 
had  all  the  town  reports  available  bound  for  preservation. 

West  Bridgewater.  The  trustees  report  that  a  small  part  of  the 
Mrs.  Edgerly  fund,  given  in  1906,  has  been  used  for  the  purchase 
of  books  of  permanent  value.  The  Cornelia  Alger  and  Francis  E. 
Howard  funds  remain  on  deposit  in  savings  banks.  All  books 
purchased  from  such  funds  given  to  the  library  will  be  labeled 
with  the  donor's  name. 

West  Brookfield.  The  bequest  of  $5,000  by  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  L.  Brown,  the  income  of  which  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
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Merriam  Public  Library,  was  accepted  by  the  town  at  a  sped^ 
meeting  on  Sept.  21,  1908,  and  the  selectmen  a  few  days  later  re- 
ceived a  check  for  $5,075,  the  amount  of  the  l^^cy  with  interest 
A  special  committee  from  the  selectmen  and  library  trustees  will 
invest  this  fund,  which  is  to  bear  the  donor's  name.  The  trustees 
have  at  last  obtained  permission  from  the  town  to  connect  the 
library  heater  with  the  town  water  mains.  L^p  to  two  years  ago 
the  library  was  supplied  by  a  private  aqueduct  company,  but  bang 
cut  off  on  account  of  a  shortage,  the  janitor  has  been  obliged  to 
carry  water  for  the  boiler  or  connect  a  piece  of  hose  to  a  hydrant 

Westpield.  An  increase  of  about  20  per  cent,  in  total  circulation,  with 
a  slight  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  fiction  circulated,  is  noted. 
Exhibits  of  the  manual  training  work  of  the  public  schools  were 
held  in  a  room  in  the  building  monthly  from  January  to  June. 
These  brought  many  strangers  into  the  library  and  proved  a  valu- 
able means  of  co-operation  with  the  schools.  A  list  of  about  65 
standard  novels,  with  notes  explanatory  of  their  contents,  has 
proved  a  fairly  successful  means  of  raising  the  standard  of  fiction 
reading.  With  the  beginning  of  sumiper  a  list  of  juvenile  works, 
carefully  selected,  was  distributed  throug'hout  the  schools,  with 
the  promise  to  give  a  certificate  to  each  pupil  giving  evidence  of 
having  read  five  of  these  works  between  July  1  and  August  15. 
The  plan  proved  eminently  successful,  36  of  the  pupils  finished 
the  reading  and  received  certificates.  A  room  is  being  remodeled 
for  the  children,  which  will  double  the  space  allotted  to  them. 
Some  books  in  Polish  have  been  bought  and  have  been  in  constant 
demand.  Monthly  deliveries  of  books  to  the  fire  station,  weekly 
publication  in  the  local  paper  of  lists  of  new  books,  and  monthly 
publication  of  special  lists  on  particular  topics  are  other  features 
of  the  year's  activities.     Electric  lights  have  supplanted  gas. 

Westminster.  A  portrait  of  Mrs.  Arabella  R.  Hager,  presented  by 
Joseph  Hager,  has  been  hung  in  the  library.  Mrs.  Hager  was  for 
twenty  years  a  valued  member  of  the  town's  Ubrary  committee. 
A  lynx,  captured  in  the  town  and  handsomely  stuffed,  has  been 
placed  in  the  zoological  collection. 

Weston.  A  new  catalogue,  containing  and  classifying  the  accession 
lists  of  the  past  eleven  years,  has  been  printed  and  distributed  to 
the  residents  of  the  town.    The  circulation  increases  steadily. 

Westport.  Westport  Public  Library.  Owing  to  an  increased  appro- 
priation the  trustees  have  been  able  to  place  in  the  library  an 
unabridged  dictionary  and  a  much-needed  card  index,  besides  add- 
ing more  than  the  usual  number  of  new  books.  Books  helpful  to 
children  are  chosen  whenever  possible.  More  shelf  room  is  needed. 
Westport  Point  Library.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Charles  Cuth- 
bert  Hall  of  New  York  $15,000  will  be  paid  to  the  town  of  Westport  * 
for  the  founding  of  a  library  in  the  village  of  Westport  Point 
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A  circulation  of  1,491,  showing  a  gain  of  nearly  11  per  cent,  over 
that  for  1907,  is  reported.  Many  gifts  of  books  and  magazines 
have  been  received  and  58  new  names  have  been  added  to  the 
register. 

West  Springfield.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  close  the  shelves 
in  the  fiction  department.  The  open-shelf  system  is  retained  in 
the  other  departments.  Miss  Susan  Arnold  has  presented  50  bound 
volumes  of  "  Century  "  and  "  Harper's  "  magazines. 

West  Tisbury.  The  library  building  has  been  painted.  A  gift  of 
100  volumes  from  the  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Trades- 
men is  a  gratifying  incident. 

Westwood.  Howard  Colbum,  chairman  of  the  trustees,  died  suddenly 
on  Sept;  28,  1907.  His  liberality  provided  a  building  for  the 
library,  and  the  bequest  of  $2,000  in  his  will  affords  an  income 
for  the  purchase  of  new  books.  The  Eliza  G.  Perkins  fund,  orig- 
inally $500,  has  increased  to  $635.  The  trustees  propose  to  keep 
$625  as  principal  in  the  savings  bank  and  expend  the  income  each 
year  in  new  books.    A  card  catalogue  is  to  be  made. 

Weymouth.  Tufts  Library.  The  most  important  gift  of  the  year  was 
a  bequest  of  $5,000  from  the  late  Augustus  J.  Richards,  former 
president  of  the  trustees,  the  income  of  which  is  to  go  for  new 
books.  Redecoration  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  has  much  improved 
the  appearance  of  the  library.  A  staircase  in  the  tower,  giving 
an  additional  exit,  and  awnings  at  the  reading  room  windows  in 
warm  weather,  are  other  welcome  improvements. 

Fogg  Library,  South  Weymouth.  This  library  has  received  $50 
the  past  summer  from  the  Old  Colony  Club  of  South  Weymouth, 
to  be  expended  for  books. 

Whitman.  The  librarian  writes :  "  We  are  now  pleasantly  situated  in 
our  new  town  hall,  where  we  have  large  rooms,  well  lighted  and 
heated,  a  great  improvement  over  the  quarters  we  occupied  for 
twenty-five  years  or  so.  A  second  assistant  has  been  employed 
since  coming  into  the  new  rooms." 

WiLBRAHAM.  In  the  year  ended  Sept.  1,  1908,  105  new  books  have 
been  added,  making  the  total  2,487;  81  new  borrowers  have  been 
enrolled  and  4,862  books  issued  for  home  use.  In  August  the 
State  donated  $25  worth  of  new  books,  the  selections  being  made 
by  the  trustees. 

WiLUAMSBURG.  Haydcuville  Public  Library.  "We  have  painted  the 
library  outside  and  made  several  minor  improvements,  such  as 
flower-beds,  etc." 

Willi AMSTOWN.  The  year's  circulation,  10,146  at  the  main  library, 
shows  a  gain  of  12  per  cent,  over  1906.  The  card  catalogue  has 
been  completed  and  the  books  thus  made  more  accessible.  The  pur- 
chase of  a  book  stack  of  700  volumes*  capacity  has  temporarily 
solved  the  problem  of  shelf  room,  but  has  rendered  impossible  the 
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pro«ding  of  a  reading  room,  which  is  urgently  needed.  The  Socs 
Williamstown  Library  has  circulated  2,329  volumes. 
WiKCHEN'DON'.  At  the  adjourned  town  meeting  in  March,  190S,  Cspt. 
T.  P.  Parker,  secretary  of  the  library  trustees,  made  the  nnu- 
pected  announcement  of  the  gift  to  the  town  of  $25,000  b;  Mi. 
Charlea  L.  Beals,  for  the  erection  of  a  public  library,  to  bear  tit 
donor's  name.  Tlie  news  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm,  t 
rising  vote  of  acceptance  being  unanimous.  Mr.  Beals  is  a  osdn 
and  life-long  resident  of  Winchendon,  a  prominent  business  mu 
and  treasiu-er  of  the  sanngs  bank.  It  was  announced  in  tbe  lisi 
report  that  a  site  for  a  library  building  had  been  bought  by  lin 
town,  and  Mr.  Beals's  munificence  insures  its  erection  at  an  eul; 

WiNTHBOP.  The  book  takers  of  the  Winthrop  Public  Library  have  beo 
newly  registered  during  tbe  past  year,  thus  obtaining  up-to-di( 
information  concerning  the  patrons  of  the  librarj-.  The  childrai' 
room  has  been  used  more  than  in  previous  years,  many  coming  ti 
look  at  books,  stereographic  and  other  pictiu-es  at  the  tables,  ■ 
well  as  those  who  take  out  books  for  home  use.  The  local  histoiici 
collection  has  received  most  valuable  additions  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  Herman  Bill  Tewksbury  and  Warren  Belcher,  consistiii| 
of  family  papers  covering  more  than  two  centuries,  from  whiel 
many  interesting  facts  concerning  the  life  of  tbe  people  of  olc 
Pullen  Poynt  are  obtainable. 

WoBURN'.  Very  general  repairs  have  been  made  on  the  building  during 
the  summer  of  1908  and  a  number  of  improvements  introduMd 
into  the  children's  department  continue.  The  problem  of  ba\iag 
tbe  children's  department  on  the  same  floor  and  in  the  same  mom 
as  the  general  library  has  been  solved  with  success. 

Worcester.  By  removing  a  few  cases  of  books  in  the  stack  adjoinia^r 
the  children's  room,  a  good  room  has  been  provided  for  the  excln- 
sive  use  of  teachers.  On  shelves  in  this  room  have  been  placed 
copies  of  the  books  on  the  "  grade  lists,"  that  is,  tbe  lists  of  books 
which  have  been  designated  by  the  school  authorities  to  be  read 
by  pupils  in  the  several  grades  of  the  schools.  Here  also  are  placed 
books  which  teachers  need  for  their  own  use  or  in  work  with  the 
children,  as  suitable  short  stories  and  selections  of  poems.  Lists 
of  books  illustrative  of  Btudies  in  current  school  courses  are  hung 
on  the  walls,  also  examples  of  such  pictures  as  are  loaned  to 
teachers  for  school  use,  and  mimeographed  copies  of  poems  in 
special  demand  by  teachers.  Under  the  bulletin  in  the  main  room 
are  shelves  containing  books  gi^'ing  further  information  on  sab- 
jects  illustrated  on  the  board.  Pictorial  matter  portraying  events 
and  places  of  present  interest  are  always  on  exhibition  in  the  rooms 
of  tbe  circulating  department  for  adults  and  in  the  reference  de- 
partment.    A  few  other  changes  have  been  made  in  the  children's 
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room,  such  as  affording  easier  access  for  little  folks  to  the  shelves 
and  reaiTanging  the  receiving  and  delivering  desks.  An  agreement 
is  now  signed  by  all  children  to  take  good  care  of  books.  A  hive 
of  bees  has  been  given  to  the  library  by  a  friend  and  placed  in 
the  children's  room,  where  it  is  proving  a  source  of  enjoyment  and 
instruction.  The  library  has  been  well  pleased  with  its  children's 
room  for  some  time;  the  improvements  which  the  new  head  of  the 
department  has  made  in  it  add  to  its  interest  and  usefulness.  The 
will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Eliza  D.  Dodge,  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Dodge, 
one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  city,  contains  about  $90,000  in 
public  bequests,  the  library  being  among  the  beneficiaries.  The 
will  was  filed  in  the  probate  court  in  Apiil  last. 

Wrentha^.  The  trustees  have  had  the  lawn  graded  and  reseeded  and 
the  interior  of  the  building  renovated.  A  card  catalogue  is  being 
considered.  The  gas  plant  has  caused  some  trouble  and  may  have 
to  be  renewed. 

Yarmouth.  Free  Social  Library,  South  Yarmouth.  This  library  has 
what  few  country  libraries  have,  a  fair  collection  of  vocal  and 
instrumental  music,  musical  biographies  and  also  a  collection  of 
dramatic  works,  especially  such  as  might  be  of  interest  to  ama- 
teurs. Teachers  have  free  use  of  as  many  books  and  for  as  long 
time  as  they  wish,  for  school  work.  The  circulation  holds  its  own; 
it  is  largely  fiction,  though  every  means  to  induce  readers  to  take 
more  solid  works  is  used. 

The  Expenditures  fob  the  Year. 

The  following  statement  shows,  as  required  by  law,  the  ex- 
penditures by  the  commission  for  the  year :  — 

Appropriation  for  aid  to  libraries, $2,000  00 

Expended  for  instruction  and  cataloguing  at  Colrain,  Prov- 
incetown,  Sudbury  and  Wenham, $105  28 

Mending  books  and  instruction  in  mending  in  several  li- 
braries,          42  39 

Traveling  expenses, 20  00 

Book  lists  to  all  the  libraries  in  the  State,    ....        203  66 

Tuition  and  expenses  at  Simmons  College  summer  school  for 
librarians  of  Dunstable,  Sudbury,  Tyngsborough  and 
West   Boylston, 234  80 

Catalogue  cases,  cards  and  other  library  appliances  for 
Deerfield,  Dunstable,  East  Longmeadow,  Granby,  Hamp- 
den. Miller's  Falls  and  Otis, 117  00 

Printing,  postage  and  expressage, 189  43 
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Books  supplied  to  the  following  towns :  Auburn,  Bellingham, 
Boxborough,  Gill,  Goshen,  Granby,  Greenwich,  Halifax, 
Hampden,  Huntington,  Leyden,  Monterey,  New  Ashford, 
Oakham,  Orleans,  Sandwich,  Truro,  Wilbraham,       .         .      $633  69 

Total, $lp46^ 

Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of        .         .  .  .         .        453  75 

$2,000  00 

Appropriation  for  expenses,  ....  .  .         .       $700  00 

Paid  from  this  for  printing  annual  report,   ....  $253  01 

S.  S.  Green,  traveling  expenses, .  30  56 

Printing,  postage  and  expressage,         .....  109  51 

Collecting  and  digesting  material  for  report,       .         .         .  153  50 

Total, $546  58 

Leaving  an  imexpended  balance  of        ....         .        153  42 

$700  00 
The  Library  Art  Club. 

The  Library  Art  Club  continues  with  increased  efficiency 
the  circulation  of  exhibits  of  photographs  and  other  works  of 
art.  It  now  has  a  membership  of  97  libraries,  most  of  which  are 
in  Massachusetts.  It  owns  107  exhibits,  which  were  circulated 
1,323  times  in  1908. 

Woman's  Education  Association. 

The  activity  of  the  committee  on  libraries  of  the  Woman's 
Education  Association  has  been  continued,  with  constantly  in- 
creasing  appreciation  from  the  small  libraries  which  they  so 
generously  serve.  The  work  of  this  committee  has  been  inti- 
mately connected  with  that  of  the  commission.  Its  members 
have  consented  to  serve  upon  our  board  of  advisory  visitors,  and 
reports  of  their  visitations  are  made  to  the  commission.  The 
list  of  books  recommended  for  purchase,  especially  by  smaller 
libraries,  prepared  by  this  committee,  bears  evidence  of  great 
care  in  the  selection.  The  commission,  in  the  belief  that  it  is 
the  best  guide  for  the  purpose,  now  supplies  this  list  to  each 
free  public  library  in  the  State. 
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This  association  supplies  without  public  expense  all  the 
traveling  libraries  that  are  used  in  Massachusetts,  and  in  selec- 
tion, distribution  and  general  management  it  covers  this  field 
with  great  success  and  utility. 

The  association  now  has  73  of  these  libraries,  which  contain 
2,050  books,  and  the  following  places  have  derived  benefit  from 
them  during  the  past  year :  — 


Acushnet, 

Hawley, 

Plainfield, 

Alford, 

Heath, 

Rochester, 

Andover, 

Huntington, 

Rowe, 

Annisquam, 

Hyannis, 

Royalston, 

Assonet, 

Knightsville, 

Russell, 

Athol, 

Lakeville, 

Rutland, 

Bedford, 

Leverett, 

Sandisfield, 

Bellingham, 

Leyden, 

Southampton, 

Bemardston, 

Littleville, 

South  Dartmouth, 

Blackstone, 

Medfield, 

Southfield, 

Chilmaxk, 

Miller's  Falls, 

Stoneham, 

Cobrain, 

Monroe  Bridge, 

Swift  River, 

Dana, 

Monterey, 

Tyringham, 

Douglas, 

New  Ashf  ord, 

Wales, 

Drury, 

New  Salem, 

Walpole, 

Duxbury, 

North  Chester, 

Washington, 

East  Freetown, 

North  Reading, 

Webster, 

Farley, 

Oakham, 

Wendell, 

Florida, 

Orange, 

West  Cunmungton, 

Goshen, 

Otis, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Halifax, 

Paxton, 

Wheelwright, 

Hancock, 

Pelham, 

White  Oaks. 

Hartsville, 

Twelve  of  these  libraries  are  juvenile  libraries,  and  fifteen 
are  special  libraries,  to  aid  in  the  study  of  particular  subjects. 


Advisoby  Visitoes. 

Most  efficient  aid  has  been  rendered  to  the  commission  by 
the  board  of  advisory  visitors,  the  organization  of  which  is  due 
to  the  energy  and  executive  ability  of  Miss  Katharine  P.  Loring. 
The  commission  desires  to  express  in  unmeasured  terms  its 
obligations  to  the  ladies  comprising  this  board  for  the  readiness 
they  have  shown  to  promote  the  library  interests  of  the  State. 
This  service  they  have  voluntarily  and  cordially  given,  —  a 
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service  that  nothing  but  their  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  work 
could  command.    The  duties  have  included  personal  visitation 
to  a  large  percentage  of  the  smaller  libraries  situated  in  isolated 
and  secluded  portions  of  the  State ;  a  careful  examination  of 
everything  pertaining  to  the  library,  —  its   location  and  sur- 
roundings, condition,  contents,  arrangements,  methods,  the  pe^ 
sonality  and  adaptability  of  the  librarian,  —  in  short,  every- 
thing that  affects  the  substantial  usefulness  of  the  library  to 
the  community  which  it  is  to  serve.     The  commission,  by  their 
written  reports,  is  kept  in  the  closest  touch  with  the  smaller 
libraries,  and  is  ready  to  respond  promptly  and  intelligently  to 
their  needs.     The  suggestions  of  the  visitors   are  of  the  most 
definite  and  practical  character,  and  frequently  furnish  the  basis 
for  doing  much  good  at  a  very  slight  expense.     The  gratitude 
of  the  commission  and  the  State  it  represents  is  due  indiWduallv 
to  each  one  of  these  visitors  for  doing  a  work  thoroughly  and 
well  which  has  been  attempted  through  paid  agencies  in  other 
States. 

The  free  public  library  has  become  one  of  the  dominant 
features  in  the  social,  intellectual  and  industrial  life  of  this 
Commonwealth.  It  is  appreciated  and  utilized  by  all  classes. 
It  ministers  to  the  needs  and  the  pleasure  of  all.  It  contributes 
to  the  wealth  and  happiness  of  all.  It  is  the  pride  of  the  State 
I  that  it  is  ministered  to  in  such  a  large  degree  by  voluntary 

service. 

C.  B.  TILLIXGHAST, 

ELIZABETH  P.  SOniER, 

SAMUEL  SWETT  GRKEX, 

DELORAINE  P.  COREY, 

MABEL    SIMPKIXS    AGASSIZ. 

CommissioHers. 
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NAMES  OF  LIBRARIANS. 


NAMES  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  AND  NAMES  OF 

LIBRARIANS. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Name  of  Library. 


Name  of  Librarian. 


Abingtoiit 

North  Abington, 
Acton, 
Acushnet. 

Long  Plain,     . 
Adams, 
Agawam,  . 

Feeding  HilU, 

Miitineague,    . 
Alford. 
Amesbury, 
Amherst,   . 

North  Amheratt 
Andover,   . 
Arlington, 

Arlington  Heights,    . 
Ashbumham, 
Ashby, 
Ashfield,    . 

South  Ashfield, 

Baptist  Comer, 
Ashland,    . 
Athol, 

Attleborough,     . 
Auburn.     . 

StoneviUe, 
Avon, 
Aycr, 
Barnstable, 

CentervUle, 

Cotuit,    . 
Hyannxs, 

Marston's  Mills, 
OstervUle, 
Barre, 

South  Barre,    . 
Barre  Plains, 

^Becket, 
Bedford.    . 
Belchertown, 
Bellingham, 

CaryvUU, 

North  Bellingham,    . 

South  Bellingham,    . 

Rakeville, 

Crooks  Corner, 


Abington  Public  Library, 

North  Abington  Branch, 

Acton  Memorial  Library. 

Acushnet  Free  Public  Library, 

Long  Plain  Branch, 

Adams  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Agawam  Free  Public  Library, 

Feeding  Hills  Branch,   . 

Mittineague  Branch, 

Alford  Free  Town  Library,     . 

Amesbury  Public  Library, 

Amherst  Town  Library, 

North  Amherst  Public  Library, 

Memorial  Hall  Library, 

Bobbins  Library. 

Arlington  Heights  Reading  Room, 

Ashburnham  Public  Library, 

Ashby  Free  Public  Library,   . 

Ai»h field  Library  Association, 

South  Ashfield  Branch. 

Baptist  Comer  Branch, 

Ashland  Public  Library, 

Athol  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Attleborough  Public  Library, 

Auburn  Free  Public  Library, 

Stoneville  Branch, 

Avon  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Ayer  Library, 

Sturgis  Library,    . 

Center\'ille  Free  Public  Library  As 

sociation. 
Cotuit  Public  Library.  . 
Hyannis  Free  Public  Library  Asso 

ciation. 
Marston's  Mills  Public  Library, 
Ortterville  Public  Library, 
Barre  Free  Public  Library,     . 
South  Barre  Branch, 
Barre  Plains  Branch,     . 

Becket  Athensum. 

Bedford  Free  Public  Library, 

Clapp  Memorial  Library, 

Bellingham  Free  Public  Library, 

Caryville  Branch, 

North  Bellingham  Branch,     . 

South  Bellingham  Branch, 

Rakeville  Branch. 

Crooks  Comer  Branch, 


Helen  M.  Hunt. 
Gertrude  M.  Gleason. 
Arthur  F.  Davis. 
£k(ie  Collins. 
Mrs.  Fred  J.  Braley. 
Lucy  C.  Richmond. 
Ralph  Perry. 
Samuel  Newell  Smith. 
Julia  £.  Tower. 
Mrs.  Rachel  E.  Ploss. 
Alice  C.  FoUansbee. 
Mary  M.  Robison. 
Emma  H.  Parsons. 
Edna  Adelaide  Brown. 
Elizabeth  Jane  Newton. 
M.  Mzicie  Seabury. 
Lona  M.  Davis. 
Eliza  A.  Kendall. 
Mrs.  Maude  Dodge. 
Mrs.  Charles  Day. 
Mildred  Wait. 
Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Arnold. 
Mrs.  May  Alice  Cook. 
Eugenia  May  Henry. 
Abby  Brewer  Shute. 
Robert  Gow. 
Matthew  Wilton  Smith. 
S.  Adelaide  Blood. 
Elizabeth  Crocker  Nye. 
Rose  Alma  Hallett. 

Effie  D.  Burlingame. 
Martha  N.  Soule,  pro  tern. 

Lillie  C.  Backus. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Crocker. 

Carrie  Emily  Read. 

G.  Garfield  Glass. 

Ladies'    Aid  Society  mem' 

bers. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Millard. 
Fannie  A.  Wood. 
Lydia  A.  Barton. 
Bertha  Franklin. 
Mrs.  Mary  S.  Wright. 
Mrs.  Mary  Hawes. 
Mrs.  Alice  Burr. 
Mrs.  Olive  Cook. 
Esther  Staples. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jin 

Name»  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Ltbrariana  —  Con. 


Cmu  AKD  To«Ha. 


Nunc  of  IJbratiw. 


fforll,  B, 
Billerin.    . 

Nufik  BiiUriea, 
Blukstone 
BludTonl. 

AFnrtA  Blandtord. 


CharU 
Dordtnltr. 


B«lmoDl  Public  Library. 

Bf  rliley  Public  Libruy. 
JD  Free  Public  Libmry, 
lb  Berlin  Bnnch,     . 

Beverly  Public  Library, 

Be\'er1y  F>rmi>  Branch, 
th  Beverly  Depoeil, 
Kit  Public  Library. 

Talbol  Library.     . 

BlaclutoDe  Public  Library, 


No: 


h  Blandford  Brai 


Bolton  Pub 

Public  Library  of  the  Cit 

BrighloD  Brancb, 
I   Charlnlowii  Brancb.     . 
I    Dorcbealer  Branch, 
I   Eait  Boston  Branch.     . 
I   Jamaica  Plain  Bnscfa. 


'   aagamore  Branch, 

.   Boum^dale  Unuicb.       . 

'    HonuniFnt  Beach  Branc 


Ploreaee  E.  Wbileber. 
I  Julia  R.  Burt. 

Aliae  E.  Bcbeock. 
I  Hmrry  Fay. 

Nettie  T.  Davia. 
I   H&nlut  Putnarn  Smiib. 
LiUiaB  A.  Culbrrt. 
iJUDin  W.  Roberta. 

Lillie  Bottom  ley. 
Hmothy  E.  Curran. 
Mrs.  Franci*  E.  T.  de  Bm 
Mrv.  Howard  C.  Waiie. 
Fidelia  C.  Newton. 


Bliiabeih  F.  Can«c. 

'.  Eliubelb  T.  Reed. 
Ellen  O.  Walklcy. 
Mary  P.  Swain. 
Helen  M.  Bell. 
Alice  M.  KobinsDD. 
Margarvl  A.  SI.eridan. 
Mary  L.  Brick. 
Mn>.  Eliia  R.  Davii. 
Carrir  I..  Morw. 
Mrs  Edith  Florence  Nicker 

Ida  N'ye. 

I.  Albert  tlolway 
'.  F,  E.  Babcock. 


Brimfielil 


<  Brewater    Lailiea'   Library  Ai 

'  BriJgewalcr  Public  Library. 

'  Brim  field  Public  Library, 

I  Brockton  Public  Library. 
CaRipel]'>  Branch. 

<  Montello  Branch. 
'  Merrick  Public  Library. 
'  Eaj>(  Brookfield  Branch, 
I  Public  Library  oF  Brookline. 
I  BucklsnJ  Public  Church  Library.  . 


Burli 


'ubiic  Libi 
ridire  Public  Librar> 
Camhridce  Branch. 
h  Cambridge  Branch, 

on  Public  Library. 
»n  Public  LibAry. 


Mr».  Mabel  P.  Rubl 
Mary     Sawjvr:      B 

Cleavelaud. 
Nellie  SpoScird. 
George  L.  Wrigbl. 
Camline  M.  Witkina 
a  Koaer*. 


Chris 


Mary. 
~      nk  llayden  Whilmo 
Weallhy  A.  Holmea. 
Mr>.  Abbie  L.  Curtia. 
H-  Hobba. 
.  Itoubleday. 
Louisa  M.  Hooper. 
Ida  S.  Trow, 
ence  Isabel!  FoMer. 
Clarence  Waller  Ayer. 

'  Acne*  Curtis, 

Ellrn  Hacdaletie  Hayw 

■"  1.  Lucy  D.  Dowaea. 

L  Mary  A.  GlMQ. 
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Names  of  Free  PiAlic  Librariee  and  Names  of  Librarians  —  Ck>n. 


Cities  akd  Towns. 

Name  of  Library. 

Name  of  Librarian. 

Carver, 

Carver  Public  Library, 

Mrs.   Bemioe   Esther   Bar- 

w%va/a 

SoiUh  Carver^ 

South  Carver  Branch,    . 

rowo. 
Ethel  Nash. 

East  Carver,    . 

East  Carver  Branch, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Drew. 

West  Carver,    . 

West  Carver  Branch.     . 

Mrs.  Blanche  E.  Holmes. 

Bates  Pond,     . 

Bates  Pond  Branch, 

Mary  McConnell. 

North  Carver, 

North  Carv'er  Branch,   . 

Francelia  B.  Dunham. 

Charlemont, 

Charlemont  Free  Library, 

Juliet  Bacon  Smith. 

Charlton,  . 

Charlton  Free  Public  Library. 

Ruth  P.  Wakefield. 

Chatham,  . 

Eldredge  Public  Library, 

Mrs.    Florence    Howes 
Bond. 

Chelmsford, 

Adams  Library,    .... 

Mrs.  Luella  H.  Clark. 

North  Chelmsford,     . 

North  Chelmsford  Library  Associa- 
tion. 
Fitz  Public  Library, 

Anna  Campbell  Mackay. 

Chelsea,  . 

Medora  Jennett  Simpson. 

Cheshire,    . 

Cheshire  Library  Association, 

Emma  E.  Martin. 

Chester, 

Chester  Free  Public  Library, 

Mary  Laura  Pomeroy. 

Chesterfield, 

Chesterfield  Town  Librar>-,     . 

James  D.  Stall. 

West  Chesterfield,      . 

West  Chesterfield  Branch, 

Mrs.  Gilbert  B.  Healy. 

Chicopeb,  . 

Chicopee  City  Library, 

Anne  Alcott  Smith. 

Chicopte  Falls, 

Chiropee  FalLsi  Branch, 

Eleanor  Emma  Gorton. 

WillimanseU,  . 

Willimansctt  Branch,     . 

Mrs.  Anna  R.  Kidder. 

Chilmark, 

Chilmark  Free  Library, 

Leona  B.  Mitchell. 

Clarksburg. 

Clarksburg  Public  Library, 

Robert  S.  McKay. 

Briggsville, 

Briggsville  Branch, 

Lou  vain  J.  Bowen. 

Houghtonville, 

Houghtonville  Branch. 

Harry  L.  Smith. 

Clinton. 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library, 

Charlotte  L.  Greene. 

Cohasset.   . 

Paul  Pratt  Memorial  Library, 

Sarah  B.  Collier. 

Colrain, 

Griswold  Memorial  Library,  . 

Mrs.    Katherine   H  o  1 1  o  n 
Cram. 

Chrtstian  Hill, 

Christian  Hill  Branch,  . 

Mrs.  O.  H.  Taylor. 

Concord,    . 

Concord  Free  Public  Library, 

Helen  Whitney  Kelley. 

Conway,     . 

Field  Memorial  Library. 

Margaret  Frances  Sikes. 

Cummington, 

Bryant  Free  Library,     . 

Mrs.  Lottie  W.  Tower. 

Dalton. 

Dalton  Free  Public  Library,  . 

Mrs.  Minnie  E.  Davison. 

Dalton,  South, 

South  Branch,       .... 

Minnie  M.  Kirchner. 

Dana, 

Dana  Centre  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  Susan  E.  Stevens. 

North  Dana,    . 

North  Dana  Public  Library,  . 

Grace  A.  Haskins. 

Danvers,    , 

Peabody  Institute  Library,     . 

Mrs.  Emilie  D.  Patch. 

Dartmouth, 

Dartmouth  Free  Public  Library,     . 

Mary  A.  Tucker. 

South  Dartmouth, 

Southworth  Library. 

Theodosia  Potter  Chase. 

North  Dartmouth, 

North  Dartmouth  Free  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Mabel  Whalon  Cornell. 

Dedham,   . 

Dedham  Public  Library, 

Frances  M.  Mann. 

OakdaU, 

Oakdale  Branch,  .... 

Rachel  Valentine. 

East  Dedham, 

East  Dedham  Branch.  . 

Nellie  F.  Riley. 

Deerfield.  . 

Dickinson  Library, 

Mrs.  Augusta  Barber  Lamb. 

South  Deerfield, 

South  Deerfield  Town  Library, 

Martha  A.  Pierce. 

Deer  field. 

Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation Library. 

George  Sheldon. 

Dennis, 

Jacob  Sears  Memorial  Library, 

Mrs.  Nathan  Sears. 

Dighton,    . 

Dighton  Free  Public  Library, 

Helen  Holmes  I^ne. 

Douglas,    . 

Simon  Fairfield  Public  Library, 

Vera  Helen  Warner. 

Dover, 

Dover  Town  Library.    . 

Elizabeth  France^  Heard. 

First  Parish,  . 

Barden  Library.   .... 

Charles  William  Plympton. 

Dracut. 

Dracut  Public  Library, 

»                   • 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Hamblett. 

FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARIES. 

Namei  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Name*  of  LSmrmt- 


CiiiB.  AND  Town.. 

Name  iJ  Librarj-. 

.Vtm  J  lirra 

Dudley.     , 

Dudley  Fm  Public  Library. 

1 
.  ;  CiroliwELii-alc^ 

DUDKtsbk. 

.      MnLm^A-fnl™ 

Duibufy.  . 

Duxbury  Frw  Libmry. 

!3a»BH«=. 

Eul  Bridgewucr. 

Eaet  BridKewater  Public  Library. 

.      Luo'L^I^'tai 

j  Ht^  B«t-nC  ^l.^ 

EMthamplon. 

Public  Library  Awociation.     , 

1  UomiChipaO 

B.  LDnsmBadow  Public  Library. 

Mary  R-  JI'l»--«, 

EanoD,      . 

Amee  Kree  Library. 

•  Man-L.>ii»Ii=;r 

Edcartown. 

Edsarlown  Fnre  Public  Library. 

Eu>.«Ccfi.Bf«- 

Ecremuni. 

Egremont  Fr«  Librar}-. 

Mm  R,  H.,T1  irw. 

North  Esnmont  Briinch. 

llr^l>.(blLiJj: 

WeM  Earvmont  Branch. 

SlnG«rB».=il 

EnSald.      . 

Enfield  Library  Avwciation.  . 

Ada  L  Hjrw«« 

Erviin, 

Erving  Free  Public  Library.  . 

!  MB.K.aw.fc*- 

Mmtr',  F^U. 

Killer-.  Falle  Branch.     . 

A.  W,  Bul»> 

Ebwi.        . 

1  ElheljiB-.-krr 

E»»amT.  . 

Frederick   E.    Parlin    Memorial   Li 

brary. 
8bme  Memorial  Library. 

1  EBeoU-itaJiiat. 

BiMBftrtU.    . 

Edu  Linan  Cvvi 

Fairbaven. 

The  Millicent  Library.   . 

1  I>Pew  B.  HJL 

Fall  Rivaa.      . 

Fall  River  Public  Library.      . 

1  Geoigi  «.  Kuti 

Falmuuth. 

Falmouth  Free  Public  Library. 

Perarlii  Fnm  Brom 

Wal  F-tmouth. 

Wmi  Falmouth  Library. 

Alberr  S.  Bonna; 

IVoorh  Hole.    . 

Woods  Hole  Social  Library.    . 

1  PhitipiBi«i>Vi* 

FirCKBUKO, 

Public  Library  of  Filchbura. 

1  Ceoige  Etf-iri  Sot. 

Florida.     . 

Florida  Free  PubUc  Library. 

SlT»."Etol»iiJ-»U«« 

Foxborou»h. 

Boyden  Library,   .            .            .           . 

'  MaryD.  Thtf) 

Prammlhani.      . 

1  Emm.L™«(l»» 

Frsriklin.  . 

Ftauklin  Library  AaeocialioD. 

1  Mr*  Elk  G  (Mt-^ 

Frar-klin. 

Ray  Memorial  Room.     , 

1  Un.  HrlH  1  Hiit^ 

FiHtown. 

Guilford  H.  Hathaway  Library.       . 

1  Helm  W.  WblJ«. 

EaU  Frmme*. 

Ea(t  FRCtown  Circulatinc  Library. 

Eluabnh  W-  Lmjb» 

Gardner,    . 

Levi  Heywood  Memorial  Library,   . 

Jenno  L  Kicbi. 

Gay  H«ad, 

Gay  Head  Public  Library.       . 

lIai»U.!I  R»li»i 

Georgetown,        , 

aaiaT.  Sorn 

GilL  . 

Gill  Free  Public  Library. 

Oti.  F,  H^ 

Rirrrtidr. 

Riverside  Branch. 

Frank  D.  Jan. 

Gloucehteh,      . 

38Wy»r  Free  Library.     . 

Rachel  iiryerSAkr 

GloucttltT. 

Fit*.  City  Library. 

IsbelAmxMmrd^ 

Stasnolia. 

HagnoliB  Public  Library. 

M».Jo.ephS«r«t-l' 

VillaC*  Hall  Library.      . 

Helen  Lao.  CUb— 

Goshen.      , 

Go.hen  Free  PubUc  Library. 

John  J.  NicMo- 

Goenold  FiM  Public  Library. 

Mr*  Belli*  L  S™* 

Orafton  Public  Library. 

Habel  L  Hon 

Granby.     . 

Granby  F™  Public  Library. . 

Cora  H.  Kelkia. 

Granville.  . 

Granville  Public  Library. 

Mabel  H-  Root. 

Granville  Cenler  Branch. 

Heary  D.  (Mta 

Wat  GrancHk. 

JoeephWeWi, 

Gnat  Barringlon, 

Great  Barringlon  Free  Library 

EmmaWcodndMla 

Ram«lr.l1  Public  Libr:.ry. 

Li-dia  A  PiB« 

Greenfield. 

Greenfield  Public  Librar>-. 

Uay  AiUey 

arecnfirld. 

AlmwU  BoiMI  btti* 

Gnenirich. 

Greenwich  Public  Ubrary. 

HekB  Irene  !(>r» 

Orolon.      . 

Groton  Public  Librtiry.. 

EmmaF.  BkoL 

Groveland. 

LoUM  Fbnaa  (^MM 

Hale  Library. 

Ed*anlLSM>. 
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Names  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Names  of  Librarians  — Con. 


CiTiEB  AND  Towns. 

Name  of  Library. 

Name  of  Librarian. 

Hadley.     . 

Hadley  Free  Library,    . 

Geoiige  C.  Marsh. 

North  Hadley, 

North  Hadley  Branch, 

0.  W.  Prouty. 

Halifax,     . 

Holmes  Public  Library, 

James  T.  Thomas. 

Hamilton, 

Hainilton  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  Grace  C.  Stone. 

Hampden, 

Hampden  Free  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  John  Q.  Adams. 

Hancock,  . 

Hancock  Public  Library, 

Annie  Hadselle  Morey. 

North  Hancock, 

North  Hancock  Branch, 

Sarah  *A.  Gardner. 

Hanover,  . 

John  Curtis  Free  Library, 

Bessie  Sproul. 

Hanaon,  South,  . 

Hanson  Public  Library,  South, 

Mrs.  Abbie  F.  PhiUips. 

Hanson,  North,  . 

Hanson  Public  Library,  North, 

Mary  J.  Drew. 

New  State, 

New  State  Branch, 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Bates. 

Maquan, 

Maquan  Branch,  . 

• 

Lucy  J.  Bryant. 

North  Hanaon, 

Hanson  Library  Association, 

Mary  J.  Drew. 

Hardwick, 

Paige  Memorial  Library', 

Nettie  C.  Bridges. 

OUbertville,      . 

Gilbertville  Public  Library,    . 

Andrew  Bacher. 

Harvard,   . 

Har>'ard  Public  Library, 

EsteUe  E.  Willard. 

Harwich,   . 

Broadbrooks  Free  Library, 

Lulu  B.  Tobey. 

We8t  Harwich, 

Chase  Library, 

Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Nickerson. 

Hatfield.    . 

Hatfield  Public  Library. 

Chester  M.  Barton. 

Haverhill, 

Haverhill  Public  Library, 

John  Grant  Moulton. 

Washington   Square, 

Washington  Square  Branch,  . 

Martha  E.  Barrows  and 
Grace  L.  Hatch. 

Ayer'a  ViUage, 

Ayer's  Village  Branch, 

Edwin  M.  Haseltine. 

Rocks  VtUage, 

Rocks  Village  Branch,  . 

A.  Pearl  Sawyer. 

Bradford, 

Bradford  Branch, 

Annie  F.  Sawyer. 

Hawley,     . 

Hawley  Public  Library, 

Albert  F.  Seare. 

West  Hawley, 

West  Hawley  Branch,   . 

Mrs.  Delia  F.  Vincent. 

East  Hawley,  . 

East  Hawley  Branch,    . 

Julia  E.  Harmon. 

Bozrah,  . 

Bosrah  Branch,    . 

Mrs.  Sarah  Scott. 

Heath. 

Heath  Free  Public  Library, 

Henry  Kirk  Smith. 

Hingham, 

Hingham  Public  Library, 

Albert  L.  Stephenson. 

Nantasket. 

Nantasket  Library, 

Mary  Wentworth  Clark. 

Hinsdale,  . 

Hinsdale   Public    Library   Associa- 

Alden  H.  Pierce. 

Holbrook, 

tion. 
Holbrook  Public  Library, 

Zenas  Aaron  French. 

Holden. 

Gale  Free  Library. 

Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden. 

Jefferson, 

Jefferson  Branch,. 

K.  A.  Dowd. 

Holland,    . 

Holland  Free  Public  Library, 

Delia  M.  Blodgett. 

Holliston, 

Holliston  Public  Library, 

Josephine  E.  Rockwood. 

HOLYOKE, 

Holyoke  Public  Library, 

Frank  Grenell  Willcox. 

Hopedale, 

Bancroft  Memorial  Library,   . 

Harriet  B.  Somborger. 

Hopkinton. 

Hopkinton  Public  Library,     . 

Effie  L.  Woods. 

Hubbardflton,     . 

Hubbardston  Free  Public  Library, . 

Lucy  Harriet  Grimes. 

Hudson,     . 

Hudson  Public  Library. 

Mrs.  Grace  M.  Whittemore. 

HuU. 

Hull  Village  Library.     . 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Mitchell.  Mrs.  E. 
G.  Knight.  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Vogell. 

Huntington. 

Huntington  Free  Public  Library,    . 

Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Munson. 

Norwich  Hill, 

Norwich  Hill  Branch,    . 

Mrs.  Walter  Hendrick. 

Knightvtlle, 

Knightville  Branch. 

Clarence  E.  Bates. 

Hyde  Park, 

Hyde  Park  Public  Library,    . 

Elisabeth  Ainsworth. 

ReadviUe, 

Readville  Branch, 

Henry  M.  Dean,  Jr. 

Ipswich,     . 

Ipswich  Free  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  Mary  Butler  Maine. 

Kingston.  . 

Frederic  C.  Adams  Public  Library,  . 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  McLauthlen. 

Lakeville,  . 

Lakeville  Free  Public  Library, 

Mary  Luella  Nelson. 

North  LakeviUe, 

North  Branch,      .... 

Mrs.  William  F.  Harlow. 

Soutfi  LakeviUe, 

South  Branch. 

•                    • 

Mrs.  Jerusha  Washburn. 
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dlkanL 


Lancaster, 
Lanesborough,    . 
Lawrence, 

South  Laufrenee, 

Leicester,  . 

OreenviUe, 

Rochdale, 

Cherry  Valley, 
Lenox, 
Leominster, 
Leverett,   . 

HxUsburough,  . 

Moore's  Comer, 

North  Leoerett, 
Lexington, 

East  Lexington, 
Ley den, 
Lincoln, 
Littleton,  . 
Longmeadow, 
LowELi>,    . 
Ludlow,     . 
Lunenburg, 
Lynn, 
Lynnfield, 
Malden,    . 
Manchester, 
Mansfield. 
Marblehead, 
Marion, 
Marlborough, 

Robin  Hill, 
Marsh  field, 

Marshjield  HUU, 
Mashpee,   . 

South  Mashpee, 
Mattapoisett, 
Maynard,  . 
Medfield,    . 
Medford, 

Medway,  West, 

Medway  Village, 
Melrose, 
Mendon,     . 
Merrimac, 
Methuen,   . 
Middle  bo  rough, 
Middlefield. 
Middleton, 
Milford.      . 
Millbury,    . 
Millis. 
Milton, 

East  Milton, 

Mattapan, 

Russell, 


Lancaster  Town  Library, 
Lanesboroush  Town  Library. 
Lawrence  Free  Public  Library. 
South  Lawrence  Branch, 
Lee  Public  Library, 
Leicester  Public  Library, 
Copeland  Memorial  Library,  . 
Rochdale  Branch, 
Cherry  Valley  Branch,  . 
Lenox  Library  Association.    . 
Leominster  Public  Library,    . 
Leverett  Free  Public  Library. 
Hillsborough  Branch.     . 
Moore's  Comer  Branch. 
North  Leverett  Free  Public  Library, 
Cary  Memorial  Library, 
East  Lexington  Branch. 
L*yden  Free  Public  Library. 
Lincoln  Public  Library, 
Reuben  Hoar  Library,  . 
Loni^meadow  Town  Librar>-. 
City  Library  of  Lowell, 
Hubbard  Memorial  Library.  . 
Lunenburg  Public  Library,     . 
Lynn  Free  Public  Library,      . 
Lynnfield  Public  Library. 
Maiden  Public  Library, 
Manchester  Public  Library.    . 
Mansfield  Public  Library. 
Abbot  Public  Library. 
Marion  Library  Association.  . 
Marlborough  Public  Library,. 
Robin  Hill  Improvement  Society.  . 
Ventress  Free  Library, 
Clift  Rod;?ers  Free  Librar>'. 
Mashpee  Free  Public  Librar>-. 
South  Mashptee  Branch. 
Mattapowott  Free  Public  Library. 
Maynard  Public  Library, 
Medfield  Public  Library. 
Medford  Public  Library, 
Medway  Free  Public  Librar>'. 
Dean  Library, 
Melrose  Public  Library, 
Taft  Public  Library, 
Merrimac  Public  Library, 
Nevins  Memorial  Library. 
Middleborough  Public  Library, 
Middlefield  Public  Library, 
Flint  Public  Library, 
Milford  Town  Library, 
Millbury  Town  Library, 
Millis  Public  Library.     . 
Milton  Public  Library'. 
East  Milton  R^dins  Room* 
Mattapan  Reading  Room, 
Russell  Reading  Room. 


VJTfiaia  M.  Kr^ 
MabelJ.Bkttiar 
William  A.  Vti£ 


HarySulaiA 
PtkebeChaadir/JusL 
Rev.  H«ry  Sctn: 
Mhl  AitJiBi  *t<ji*. 
PbrbeOa»dkJJ£ML 
Anna  LotispViH 
Florence  Edjel  Wis* 

Ray  Tiykff. 
MrB.  Eni  BaL 
Mr?.  N>U«  R  a««. 
Edith  EIbFi4. 
Maran  P.  Kiriici 
Emm*  Osrce  >»-• 
Belknmp  S^^w»» 
LydB  J.  Cta?x 
Mri.  .\dfia  M  hr.!? 
Mrs.  KAxbarof  C  s^ 
Frnknc  k  .K.  Cbw 
Edith  H.  CrpiT3iU:. 
L.  FnnwJc^ 
Harr»tl>.ai«  !»-■»• 
EliMbeih  W.  Gmt 
Liuie  Annr'^Ja^* 
DelaceMlDttniFp'** 
Ida  Franws  Hocp^ 
Mrs.  Saiah  E.  Ttrr-r 
AUw  Aosta  Ry-y 
Sarah  E.  Owtaf 
Luelie  E.  A>tt?. 
JosephioeA  Bssr 
Jennie  Lnscob  Ft*- 
Clara  X.  CoflK^ 
Mre.  AdebneMJ- 
Clar»  F- Sbenrta. 
Mr».S».-mhFa3«K'>'^ 
Luervtia  M.  J.-b»» 
Mar>'  E.  Sarwat 
Mr?.  Anns  Ftlr^ 
Bertha  C  New* 
Carrie  Honn  Wcnoa 
Mrs-LrtjaWiIli»2s'>'7 
Louise  C.  Bnrkv^ 
Harriet  L  Oo*fct 
Alice  Morton  AU» 
Kate  W.  StDiih- 
Samuel  A.  FVttkr 
Nathaniel  F.  K»^ 
Ckrolyn  C.  Ws^tv 
ICary  C.  Fuller- 
Gertrude  EinB«»  f*** 
Joeephiae  IL  Bib«e^ 

EDra  F.  Vosa 
Jennie  W.  Knatdf 
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N&me  of  Library. 
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Monroe, 

Monroe  Bridge, 
Monson,     . 
Montague, 
MiUer'a  FaUs, 

Turner's  Falls, 
Monterey, 
Montgomery, 
Mount  Washington,     . 
Nahant, 
Nantucket, 
Natick, 

Sovth  Natick, 
Needham, 

Needham  Heights,     . 
New  Aahford, 
New  Bedford, 

North  District. 

South  District, 

West  District, 
New  Braintree,  . 
Newburypokt,  . 

South  Ncirburyport, . 
New  Marlborough, 

Mill  River, 

Clayton,. 

Hartsville, 

SouthfieUl, 

Southfield, 
New  Salem. 

North  New  Salem,    . 

CooleyviUe, 

North  Prescott, 

Millington, 
Newton,  . 

Aubumdale,     . 

Newton  Center, 

Newton  Upper  Falls, 

West  Newton, 

Nonantum, 

Newtonville,     . 

Newton  Highlands,  . 
Norfolk,     . 
North  Adams,  . 

Blackinton, 

Braytonville,    . 

Houghtonville, 

Beaver,  . 
North  Andover, 
North  Attleborough,    . 
North  Brookfield, 

North  Reading, 
Northampton,  . 

Florence, 
Northampton,  . 


Monroe  Free  Public  Library, 
Monroe  Bridge  Branch, 
Monson  Free  Library,    . 
Montague  Public  Library, 
Miller's  Falls  Branch,    . 
Carnegie  Public  Library, 
Monterey  Free  Library, 
Montgomery  Free  Public  Library,  . 
Mount  Washington  Free  Library,   . 
Nahant  Public  Library, 
Nantucket  Athenieum, 
Morse  Institute  Library, 
Bacon  Free  Library, 
Needham  Free  Public  Library, 
Needham  Heights  Branch, 
New  Ashford  Public  Library, 
Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford, 
North  Branch.       .... 
South  Branch,       .... 
West  Branch,        .... 
New  Braintree  Free  Public  Library, 
Newburyport  Public  Library, 
South  End  Reading  Room.    . 
New  Marlborough  Free  Library, 
Mill  River  Branch, 
Clayton  Branch,   . 
Hartsville  Branch, 
Southfield  Branch, 
Seymour  Library  Association, 
New  Salem  Free  Public  Library,     . 
North  New  Salem  Branch, 
Cooleyv'ille  Branch, 
North  Prescott  Branch, 
Millington  Branch, 
Newton  Free  Library,    . 
Aubumdale  Branch, 
Newton  Center  Branch, 
Newton  Upper  Falls  Branch, 
West  Newton  Branch,  . 
Nonantum  Branch, 
Newtonville  Branch, 
Newton  Highlands  Branch,    . 
Norfolk  Public  Library, 
North  Adams  Public  Library, 
Oscar  A.  Archer  Branch, 
Braytonville  Branch,     . 
Houghtonville  Branch, 
Beaver  Branch,     .  .  .  . 

Stevens  Memorial  Library, 
Richards  Memorial  Library,  . 
North    Brookfield    Free   Public  Li- 
brary and  Reading  Room. 
Flint  Library,        .  .  .  . 

Northampton  Public  Library, 
Lilly  Library,        .  .  .  . 

Forbes  Library,    .  .  .  . 


Lillian  Adelaide  Gordon. 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Ellis. 
Nellie  F.  Squier. 
Kate  A.  Armstrong. 
Jessie  Estella  Johnson. 
Anna  Olivia  Batson. 
Mrs.  Hattie  B.  Bills. 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Allyn. 

May  W.  Perkins. 
Clara  Parker. 
Mira  Roselle  Partridge. 
Mrs.  Adelaide  Williams. 
Ella  R.  McDowell. 
Pauline  Coppinger. 
Charles  W.  Sherman. 
George  H.  Tripp. 
William  Brown. 
Robert  Allen. 
Mary  E.  Brown. 
Carrie  Frances  Bush. 
John  D.  Parsons. 
Frances  G.  Gould. 
Jennie  Pomeroy  Lockwood. 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Fields. 
Mrs.  Flora  Mclntyre. 
Mrs.  Lura  A.  Doncaster. 
Kate  L.  Baldwin. 
Kate  L.  Baldwin. 
Bertha  Ella  Billings. 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Andrews. 
Edmund  F.  Freeman. 
Mrs.  M.  F.  Bacon. 
Mrs.  Albert  Ballard. 
Elizabeth  P.  Thurston. 
Annie  E.  Bunker. 
Julia  C.  Henshaw. 
Mary  E.  Barnard. 
Helen  Wheeler. 
Katharine  A.  Hodgdon. 
Carrie  L.  Williams. 
Mabel  A.  Singleton. 
Walter  L.  Sykes. 
Mabel  Temple. 
Gladys  Hughes. 
Mrs.  Ella  Lillie. 
Janet  M.  Henderson. 
May  Hurlbut. 
Elizabeth  Maltby  Pond. 
Ada  Maria  Perry. 
Nellie  L.  Smith. 

Addie  W.  Gowing. 
Sarah  D.  Kellogg. 
Matilda  P.  Schwars. 
William  Parker  Cutter. 
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f 


Northborough. 
Northbridge, 
North  field. 
Norton, 
Norwell,     . 
Norwood,  . 
Oak  Bluffs, 
Oakham,   . 
Orange. 

North  Orange, 
Orleans,     . 
Otis, 
Oxford, 

North  Oxford, 
Palmer, 
Paxton, 
Peabody,  . 
Peabody.  . 

Pelham,     . 
Pembroke, 

BryantvUle, 
Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Petersham, 
Phillipston, 

PlTTeriELD, 

Plain  field, 

Plainville. 

Plymouth, 

North  Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Prescott,    . 
East  District, 
Hill  District, 

Princeton, . 

Provincetown, 

QUINCY,      . 

Randolph. 

Raynham, 

North  Raynham, 


Reading,    . 

Rehoboth, 

Revere, 

Richmond. 

Rochester, 

Rockland. 

Rockport. 

Pigeon  Cove, 
Rowe, 
Rowley,     . 


Northborough  Free  Library, 
Whitinsville  Social  Library,    . 
Dickinson  Memorial  Library, 
Norton  Public  Library, 
James  Library, 
Morrill  Memorial  Library, 
Oak  Bluffs  Free  Public  Library, 
Oakham  Free  Public  Library. 
Orange  Public  Library, 
North  Orange  Branch,  . 
Snow  Library, 
Otis  Free  Public  Library, 
Oxford  Free  Public  Library. 
North  Oxford  Branch,  . 
Young  Men's  Library  Association.  , 
Paxton  Free  Public  Library, 
Peabody  Institute  Library,    . 
Eber    Dale   Sutton    Reference    Li- 
brary. 
Pelham  Free  Public  Library,. 
Pembroke  Free  Library, 
Cobb  Library,       .  .  .  . 

Lawrence  Library, 

Free  Public  Library  of  Peru. 

Petersham  Memorial  Library. 
Phillips  Free  Public  Library, 
Berkshire  Athensum,    . 
Plainfield  Public  Library, 
Plainville  Public  Library, 
Plymouth  Public  Library, 
Loring  Reading  Room, 
Plympton  Free  Public  Library, 
Prescott  Free  Public  Library, 
East  Branch,         .  .  .  . 

Hill  Branch,  .  .  .  . 

Princeton  Public  Library, 
Provincetown  Public  Library, 
Thomas  Crane  Public  Library, 
Turner  Free  Library.     . 

Raynham  Public  Library. 
North   Ra3mham  Library  Associa- 
tion. 
Reading  Public  Library, 
Blanding  Library, 
Revere  Public  Library,. 
Richmond  Free  Public  Library, 
Rochester  Free  Public  Library, 
Rockland  Memorial  Library, 
Rockport  Public  Library, 
Pigeon  Cove  Library,     . 
Rowe  Town  Library,     . 
Rowley  Free  Public  Library,. 


Mary  Eveb-n  Potter. 
Mrs.  William  H.  Fuller. 
Mrs.  C.  A.  RandaU. 
Emily  A.  Titus. 
Joseph  F.  Merritt. 
Jane  Atherton  Hewett. 
Ad^le  Preble. 
Frank  E.  Davi9. 
N.  Gertrude  Hendnckstn. 
Mrs.  Sara  E.  Rich. 
Hiram  Myers. 
Retta  Downs. 
Mrs.  Clara  A.  Fuller. 
Nellie  M.  Tolman. 
Lee  T.  Gray. 
Rena  Robinson. 
I   Lyman  P.  Osbom. 
Frances  M.  CarroIL 

Mary  A.  Keith. 
Florence  B.  Cox. 
Mrs.  Julia  W.  Morton. 
Mrs.    Mary    Frances  Shat- 

tuck. 
Mrs.  Josephine  J.  D.  Bar* 

den. 
Fannie  Gordon  Prinee. 
Mrs.  Flora  V.  Danforth. 
Harlan  Hose  Ballard. 
Anna  M.  Kin^. 
James  H.  Shannon. 
Nellie  Thomas. 
Alice  Crane. 
John  Sherman. 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Griswold. 
Mrs.  L.  Flora  Brown. 
Eva  L.  Wendemuth. 
Susan  A.  Davis. 
Abbie  Cook  Putnam. 
Alice  Grace  White. 
Charles       Ch  ittendea 

Famham. 
Lucy  W.  Thompson. 


Bertha  L.  Brown. 
William  H.  MarvelL 
Harriet  T.  Fenno. 
Mrs.  Abbie  E.  Ba 
Mrs.  Anne  T.  Wilbur. 
Angela  W.  Collins. 
Elsie  M.  Dann. 
Martha  D.  Freteh. 
Mrs.  Alice  E.  NeweD. 
Mrs.  Catherine  N 


f 
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Royalaton. 

Royalston  Public  Library. 

Mrs.  Emeline  E.  Mackenzie. 

Russell, 

Russell  Public  Library. 

Mrs.  Minnie  B.  Parks. 

Woronoco, 

Woronoco  Branch, 

Louise  Weatherwax. 

Russell  Mountain,    . 

Russell  Mountain  Branch,' 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Thompson. 

Rutland.    . 

Rutland  Free  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  Martha  L.  Prouty. 

Salkm, 

Salem  Public  Library,  . 

Gardner  Maynard  Jones. 

Salisbury, 

Salisbury  Public  Library, 

Alice  R.  Currier. 

Sandisfield, 

Sandisfield  Public  Library,     . 

M.  Belle  Claflin. 

Sandwich. 

Sandwich  Free  Public  Library, 

Annie  Adele  Rogers. 

Ecut  Sandtnch, 

East  Sandwich  Branch, 

Mrs.  Abbie  M.  Holway. 

Saugus, 

Saugus  Free  Public  Library, 

Emma  Elisabeth  Newhall. 

Savoy, 

Savoy  Free  Public  Library,    . 

WiUiam  F.  Briggs. 

Scituate,    . 

Satuit  Library,      .... 

Edith  A.  Manson. 

North  ScituaU, 

Peiroe  Memorial  Library, 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Lee. 

Seekonk,    . 

Seekonk  Public  Library, 

Edna  Lane  Paull. 

Sharon, 

Sharon  Public  Library,. 

Emma  A.  Baker. 

Sheffield.  . 

Sheffield  Free  Town  Library, 

Mrs.  Gertrude  S  u  y  d  a  m 
Gleason. 

Shelbume, 

Shelbume  Public  Library, 

Mercy  A.  Anderson. 

SheWume  Falls, 

Anus  Public  Library,    . 

Charles  P.  Hall. 

Sherborn,  . 

Sherborn  Town  Library, 

M.  NeUie  Clark. 

Shirley, 

Shirley  Public  Library, . 

Mrs.  Alice  Livermore 
Wright. 

Shrewsbury, 

Shrewsbury  Free  Public  Library,    . 

Mabel  E.  Knowlton. 

Shutenbury, 

M.  N.  Spear  Memorial  Library, 

Mary  L.  Clark. 

Somerset,  . 

Somerset  Free  Public  Library, 

Fannie  Bosworth  Melvin. 

SoiiERVlLLE, 

Somer\'ille  Public  Library, 

Sam  Walter  Foss. 

West  Somerville, 

West  Somerville  Branch, 

Nellie  M.  Whipple,  Supt, 

South  Hadley.    . 

Gaylord  Memorial  Library,     . 

Rebecca  Frances  Smith. 

SotUh  Hadley  Falls, . 

South  Hadley  Free  Public  Library, 

Lottie  Ingraham  Judd. 

Southampton,     . 

Southampton  Public  Library, 

Eva  M.  Gridley. 

Southborough,    . 

Fay  Library,         .... 

Francena  E.  Buck. 

South  bridge. 

Southbridge  Public  Library,  . 

Ella  E.  Miersch. 

Southwick, 

Southwick  Public  Library, 

Wilder  Bennett  Harding. 

Spenoer,     . 

Richard  Sugden  Public  Library, 

Alice  Wakefield  Curtis. 

Springfield, 

City  Library  Association  of  Spring- 
field. 
Indian  Orchard  Branch, 

Hiller  Crowell  Welknan. 

Indian  Orchard, 

Nellie  E.  Dodge. 

Ferry  Street,    . 

Ferry  Street  Branch,     . 

Bessie  Amsden. 

Forest  Park,    . 

Forest  Park  Branch, 

Minnie  B.  Cotter. 

Sterling,     . 

Sterling  Free  Public  Library, 

Mary  Dandridge  Peck. 

Stockbridge, 

Stockbridge  Library  Association,    . 

Caroline  P.  Wells. 

Olendale, 

Glendale  Branch, 

Mrs.  Jerome  Bartlett. 

Interlaken, 

Interlaken  Branch, 

Stephen  C.  Burghardt. 

Stoneham, 

Stoneham  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  H.  Marilla  Boyce. 

Stoughton, 

Stoughton  Public  Library, 

M.  Alice  Bumham. 

Stow, 

Randall  Memorial  Library,     . 

Mrs.  Susan  M.  Lawrence. 

Sturbridge, 

Joshua  Hyde  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  Horace  M.  Locke. 

Sudbury,    . 

Goodnow  Library, 

Mrs.  Alice  E.  Rice. 

Sunderland, 

Sunderland  Public  Library,    . 

Abbie  T.  Montague. 

Sutton. 

Sutton  Free  Library, 

Sarah  M.  Mills. 

Manchaug, 

Manchaug  Branch, 

Francis  Truscott. 

South  Sutton,  . 

South  Sutton  Branch,   . 

Mrs.  Mary  Littlefield. 

West  Sutton,    . 

West  Sutton  Branch,     . 

—                     — 

WUkinsonviUe, 

Wilkinsonville  Branch, 

Arthur  Merrill. 

FREE    PUBLIC    LIBK\IUES. 
Naout  of  Free  PiMic  LibrarUm  and  Namet  of  LAwioi-Ca  I 


Cm»  AXD  TowMa. 

Name  of  Library.                  <        Nut  id  Lin  1 

Tadktob. 

Tiabury,     . 

ToUud,     . 
Topafield,  . 

Norlk  Trun, 
mSmUh  Truro. 

Tyrinnham, 
Uplon,       . 

Uxbridge. 
Wakefield. 

W»le«.       . 
Walpole.    . 
Eat  WalpoU. 

Ware,  *    ■. 
Warebam,. 

Warwick,  ~ 

Wayland,  . 

CoehituaU. 
Web.(er,    . 

Wellealey. 
Wellfleel,  . 
Wendell.    . 
Farleu.  ■ 
Wenham,  . 

Weit  BoyUHOn, 
West  Bridgewal. 
Weit  Brookfield 
Weit&eld. 

Pochonic. 
Westfard, 
Weethampton, 

Weitmintier. 
Weit  Newbury, 
Firit  Pariih. 
Weslpon, 

South  Walpar 

West  Springfield 
We.l  Sloekhridg 

mrt,     , 

Swamiwcott  Free  PubUc  Library. 

Taunton  Public  Library. 
Boynton  Public  Library. 
Tewkebury  Public  Library.    . 
Vineyard  Haven  PubUc  Library, 
Tolland  Free  Public  Library, 
Topafield  Town  Lib™r>-. 
Townaend  Public  Library.       . 
Tniro  Town  Library,      . 
North  Truro  Branch.      . 
South  Truro  Branch.      . 
Litlleficid  Library. 
Tyriniham  Public  Library.     . 
Upton  Town  Library.     . 
CJxbridgo  Frw  Public  Library. 
Beebe  Town  Library, 
Greenwood  Branch. 
Walea  Public  Library.   , 
Walpole  Public  Library. 
Eaet  Walpole  Branch.    . 
Waliham  Public  Library.        . 
Young  Men-B  Library  A»ofia.iot., 
Waiehara  Frw  Library. 
Warren  PubLc  Library 
Warwick  Fr«  Library. 
Free  Public  Library. 
Wayland  Frer  Public  Library. 
Cochituste  Branch. 
Webiter  Free  Public  Library. 

WeUeeley  Free  Library. 
WeUfleet  Public  Library. 
Wendell  Free  Library.  , 
Farkiy  Branch.       . 
Wenham  Public  Library, 
W«iborough  Public  Library. 

Merriam  Public  Library. 
Weilfield  Alhonieum.     . 
Pochoesic  Branch. 
J.  V.  Fletcher  Library. 

Weel  Newbury  Public  Library, 

Firit  PariiJi  Branch. 

Weitpon  Free  Public  Library 

Horaeneck  Branch. 

Wclport  Public  Library.         . 

South  Weitpon  Branch 

Westport  Point  Library. 

Wet  SpringBrld  Public  Library. 

Weit  Stockbridae  Free  Library, 

Cent™  Branch,      . 

jDl.R.>deca 
JcakaE^C* 
.1  Gn«E.Bkvr 
,1  Abb-HB^ 
.  1  HahelT.Tibc 
.     Wilbm  He 
.      Aiui*PKtJ>':fan 

.  1  Ifn.  U<i«>  i  L.7 
.      JItv  Satira  1 3. 

. .  AiiBooB.r« 

.     EUaLrdaf-Ti 

.    1    Jqlu..*.»11 

1  lln-H«m.LSn.- 
'  H.  GwnA  1* 

idi  J.  rw» 

1  HwDki  IiTl-:  ["a- 
1  H.™tBHi<B 
1  Alni»P.BE» 
1  JosepbGJtar-*--- 

CUb.VJ^br 
1  Snl«Fi«U.rr5r 
1  MantimE-'w 
1  Mrs.  i:n»  !»«: 
1  Mn..  Ft«b,fthrl 

,  Mn^KiteESr" 
'  Mr».  !(.n-»E»^ 

1  Ethel  Fa*v 
1  BenjuniD  H  I'lU- 
1  M.».  .Nell.  F..^- 
1  Annie  )CWI»».- 
;  JUrjLIVrtJ' 
MaryPFwr 
■  GeoneLLws. 
1  Alire  E.  IVrtT. 
:  Mary  P  Bu<T 
1  George  E.  &>■>-< 

Sadir  F.  Cw" 
CaiohwCkn 
Mrru  label  E  K«^ 
.Armi,  R.  H«kti 
Mrs.  EIJ>  Ton. 

Mr^  Mary  B.  G*" 
Blaiy  C^Kkli  C«! 
Daniel  G-  «i« 
Fraa»J.Ein* 
FahiMBBiti. 
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Names  of  Free  Ptiblic  Librariet  and  Name*  of  Librariana  —  Coa. 


Cities  and  Townb. 

Name  of  Library. 

Name  of  Librarian. 

Wc«t  Tiabury,     . 

West  Tisbury  Free  Public  Library. 

Mrs.  Johnson  Whiting. 

Weston,     . 

Weston  Public  Library, 

Bfaude  M.  Pennock. 

West  wood. 

Westwood  Public  Library, 

Annie  L.  Richardson. 

Weymouth, 

Tufts  Library,       .... 

Abbie  Louisa  Loud. 

South  Weymouth, 

Fogg  Library,        .... 

Ruth  N.  Tower. 

Whatcly,   . 

Whately  Public  Library, 

Arlene  Isabelle  Root. 

Whitman, 

Whitman  Public  Library, 

Ellena   Salisbury   Spilsted. 

Wilbraham, 

Free  Public  Library, 

Eunice  M.  Bates. 

Williamsburg,     . 

Meekins  Memorial  Library,    . 

Myra  A.  Hill. 

HaydenvUle,    . 

Haydenville  Public  Library,  . 

Thomas  H.  Ives. 

Williamstown,    . 

Williamstown  Public  Library, 

Lucy  F.  Curtis. 

South  WiUiamstown, 

South  Williamstown  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  Lucy  Torrey  Sanford. 

Wilmington, 

Wilmington  Public  Library,  . 

Anna  Tolman  Sheldon. 

Winchendon, 

Winchendon  Public  Library, 

Mrs.  Sylvia  M.  Manser. 

Winchester, 

Winchester  Public  Library,    . 

Cora  Ardelle  Quimby 

Windsor,   . 

Windsor  Free  Public  Library, 

Laura  A.  Miner. 

Winthrop, . 

Winthrop  Public  Library, 

Alice  A.  Munday. 

WOBURN,   . 

Wobum  Public  Library, 

William  R.  Cutter. 

North  Wobum, 

Eunice    Thompson    Memorial    Li- 
brary. 

Mrs.  Mary  Walker  Carter. 

Worcester, 

Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Worcester. 

Samuel  Swett  Green. 

Worth  ingt  on. 

Worth  ington  Free  Library,    . 

Katharine  McDowell  Rice. 

Wrentham, 

Fiske  Public  Library,    . 

Mary  Adelaide  Smith. 

Yarmouth, 

Yarmouth  Library  Association, 

Mrs.  Lydia  C.  Matthews. 

South  Yarmouth, 

Free  Social  Library, 

Irma  Farris. 

West  Yarmouth, 

West  Yarmouth  Library, 

Mrs.  Maria  Taylor. 

Appendix  IL 


A  EoLL  OF  Honor. 


List  of  Givers  of  Free  Public  Library 
Buildings  in  Massachusetts. 


GIVERS  OF  FEEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDINGS  IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


ACTONi 
AllBSBUBT, 
AMHEBflT,  NOSTB, 

Andovsb, 
Abunoton, 

Abbburnbam, 
Abbbt, 

ASBLAND, 

Atbol, 

Attlbbobouob, 

Atbb, 

Babnbtablb, 

Babbb, 

Bbckbt,  . 

Bblchbbtown, 

Bblmont, 

Bbbnardston, 

BiLLBRXCA, 

bulndfobd, 
Bolton,    . 

BOUBNB,     . 

BOTL8TON, 

Bbaintreb. 
Bbzmpucld, 

Bbookvibld, 
Cambridob, 
Canton,    . 
Cablule. 
Cbablkmont, 
Chatham, 
CHBLawroBD, 
Chelsea,  . 


Clinton,  . 
C0BA88BT, 

COLBAIN,    . 

Concord,  . 

CONWAT,    . 

CuiaaNOTON, 
Dalton.    . 
Danvebs, 


Gift  of  Hon.  William  A.  WUde  of  Maiden. 

Bequest  of  Mary  A.  Barnard  and  others. 

Bfainly  the  gift  of  citisenB. 

Gift  of  citisens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Bfaria  C.  Robbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  me- 
morial of  her  husband. 

Gift  of  Georse  F.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  Edwin  Chapman  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  citixens. 

Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Sturgis  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 

Bequest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 

Gift  of  Henry  O.  Underwood. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushman. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  memorial 
of  her  son.  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 

Gift  of  Annie  Elixa  Whitney  of  Lancaster. 

Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father,  the 
Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 

Gift  of  Miss  Salome  E.  White  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  me- 
morial of  her  mother,  Mm.  Harriet  Sawyer  White. 

Gift  of  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer. 

Gift  of  James  Danielson  Lincoln,  as  a  memorial  of  his  mother 
and  his  wife. 

Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Rindge  of  Los  Angeles. 

Gift  of  Augustus  Hemenway. 

Gift  of  Mra.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbury. 

Gift  of  E.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  citixens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge. 

Gift  of  Amua  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Eustace  C.  Fits,  1885;  destroyed  in  the  great  fire 
of  April  12,  1908.  Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  1908,  for  a 
new  building. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Memorial  of  Paul  Pratt. 

Gift  of  Joseph  Griswold  of  Greenfield. 

Gift  of  William  Munroe. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago,  as  a  memorial  of  his 
parents. 

Gift  of  William  CuUen  Bryant. 

Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
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Dartmouth,  South, 
Dkdham.  . 
Dbbrfield, 
Dennis,     . 
D0UOLA8, 

Dunstable, 

DUXBUBT, 

East  Bbzdobwater, 

Eastham, 

Easthampton, 

Easton,    . 

Edoartown, 

Essex, 

Everett,  . 

Ea$t  EvereU, 
Fairhaven, 

fxtchburo, 
Franxun, 

Freetown, 

Gardner, 

Weat  Cfardner, 

Georgetown,    . 

Gloucester, 

Granville, 

Great  Barrinqton, 


Groton,  . 
Hadlet,  . 
Hanover,  . 

Hard  WICK, 
Harvard, 
Harwich,  West 

HATnSLD, 

Haverhill, 

HlNOHAll, 

Hinsdale, 

HOLDBN,     . 

Holliston, 

Holtoke, 

hopedale, 

Hopkinton, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson,    . 

Ipswich,    . 

Kingston, 

Lancaster, 

Lawrence, 

Lee, 

Leicester, 

Lenox, 

Leominster, 

Lexington, 


Gift  of  John  H.  South  worth  of  Sprinirfield. 

Bequests  and  eifta  of  citizens. 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 

Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 

Gift  of  James  M.  Fairfield  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  ha 

father  and  mother,  Simon  and  Phcebe  Churchill  Fairfield. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Roby  for  a  town  haU  and  librarr 

building. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her  aoo, 

George  Buckham  Wright. 
Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Wellesley. 
Gift  of  Eastham  Village  Improvement  Society. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  WUliston. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Am^. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Bequest  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Boston. 
Gift  of  Albert  M.  Parlin,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 
Bequest  of  William  Shute. 
Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

daughter,  Millicent. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 
Gift  of  daughters  of  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Ray,  as  a  memorial  cf 

their  father. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Hathaway  Crowell,  as  a  memorial  of 

her  father.  Hon.  Guilford  B.  Hathaway. 
Gift  oi  children  of  Levi  Heywood. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Helen  H.  Greenwood,  as  a  memorial  to  her  hus- 
band, Alvin  M.  Greenwood. 
Gift  of  George  Peabody. 
Gift  of  Samuel  E.  Sawyer. 
Gift  of  Hon.  M.  B.  Whitney  and  others. 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  G.  Ramsdell,  as  a  memorial  of  their 

father  at  Housatonic. 
Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Chark>tte  A.  L.  Sibley. 
Gift  of  John  Dwight  and  others. 
Bequest  of  John  Curtis  of  Boston,  supplemented  by  gift  of 

his  daughter.  Miss  Alice  M.  Curtis  of  Milton. 
Gift  of  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige  of  Cambridge. 
Bfainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Caleb  Chase. 
Bequest  of  Samuel  H.  Dickinson. 
Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  eitisens. 
Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 
Gift  of  eitisens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  eitisens. 
Gift  of  Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife  Mrs. 

Sylvia  Thwing  Bancroft. 
Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the  town. 
Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Capt.  Augustine  Heard. 
Bequest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 
Mainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  his  sons. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  Miss  E.  A.  White. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie  and  town  appropriation. 
Gift  of  Ix)ry  S.  Watson,  Dr.  Pl'my  Earle,  David  E.  Merrwm 

and  others. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  £.  Schermerhom. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Cary,  for  a  town  haU  and  library  build- 

ing;  gift  of  heirs  of  Mrs.  Maria  Gary,  for  separate  13inry 

building. 
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LlM€X)LN,    . 
LrXTLBTONt 

Ludlow,  . 

lunxnbubo, 

Ltnn, 

Malden,   . 

Mamchkbtbs, 

Manbfisld, 

Mabblehbao* 

Mabion,    . 

Mablbobouob, 

Mabbhfibld, 

Hattapoubtt, 

HXDFOBD, 

Hblbosx, 
Mbthuen, 

lilDDLEBOBOUOH 
MlDDLETON, 
MONBON,     . 

Montague, 
Natxck,     . 

South  Natiek, 
Needham, 
Newbubypobt, 

South  Newburyport, 
Newton,  . 
nobth  aoamb, 

nobthamfton, 

nobthampton, 
Florence, 

NOBTH   AnDOVEB. 

NoBTH  Attlebobough, 


nobthbobough, 
Nobth  Bbookvield, 
nobthfield, 
Nobth  Reading, 

NOBTON,     . 
NOBWOOD, 

Oakham,  . 


Obleanb,  . 

OXFOBD,     . 

Peabodt,  . 

Peiibboxe  iBryantviUe), 

Peppebell, 

PSTEBBHAli, 
PiTTBFIELD, 

Plymouth, 
Pbinceton, 
Pbovincetown, 

QUINCT,      . 

Randolph, 
Rebobotr, 


Gift  of  Geoise  Qrosvenor  Tarbell. 

Gift  of  children  of  WilliBm  Stevens  Houghton,  as  a  memorial 
of  their  father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hubbard. 

Gift  of  Miss  Catherine  E.  Watson  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  M.  Shute,  as  a  memorial  of  her  hus- 
band. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Elisha  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial 
of  their  son. 

Gift  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  F.  Noble  and  others. 

Bequest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Ventrees,  for  a  library  at  Blarshfield;  also 
gift  of  Clift  Rogers,  for  a  library  at  Marshfield  Hills. 

Gift  of  George  Purrington,  Jr. 

Gift  of  Thatcher  Bfagoun. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevins. 

Bequest  of  Thomas  S.  Peiroe. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  R.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 
Horatio  Lyon. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  for  a  building  at  Turner's  Falls. 

Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 

Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  for  a  building  at  HighlandviUe. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  William  H.  Swasey  and  other  citisens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  and  other  citisens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his  brother, 
Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 

Bequest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and  by 
the  city. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 

Gift  of  Alfred  T.  Lilly.  ' 

Gift  of  Hon.  Moses  T.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  children  of  Edmund  I.  and  Lucy  N.  Richards,  as  a 
memorial  of  their  parents. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Haston. 

Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchburg. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elisa  B.  Wheaton. 

Gift  of  George  H.  Morrill  and  wife,  as  a  memorial  of  their 
daughter.  Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 

Bequest  of  Charles  A.  Fobes  of  Petersham,  as  a  memorial  of 
his  father,  P.  Ames  Fobes:  and  gift  of  Mrs.  Celia  E.  Fobes 
of  Worcester  and  of  Mra.  Harriet  Gifford  of  Tarrytown, 
N.  Y..  in  memory  of  Hiram  Fobes  and  Hiram  Nye  Fobes. 

Built  partly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  Charles  Lamed  of  Boston  1 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Rosilla  Cobb. 

Bequest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  New  York. 

Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 

Gift  of  daughters  of  William  G.  Russell. 

Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnow,  as  a  family  memorial. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Crane. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Turner. 

Gifts  of  Darius  Goff  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


I 


RocmuTiK, 


8aTn»T«,  NoKTK. 

SsiUWaBTIBT, 

Bhutubdst, 


SODTHBUDaC, 

Bovn  HuiLBT, 


Stocxbudoi. 

Stouohtoh, 


BrdRBRIDaE, 

Sddbcbt, 


TTHOSBOBOnaH, 


Watbktoww, 
Watuhd. 
Wbuxolbt, 
West  BBoovnaLD, 


Soulh  Wtirtaimlh, 

WiLUAUBBnaa. 
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Gift  of  AndrBW  Chrac) 

Partly  tbe  gUt  of  Hn. 

Gift  of  Andrvw  Ckmceie. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Oarnniir- 

Oift  of  twin  of  Caiii.  John  Bennm. 

Bequnu  of  Ur.  knd  Mn.  WLIUui  H.THUid!V:- 

Gift  of  SUuPeiraof  BoMon.uiiiHmlJiti'^ 

Built  nuiuly  by  beqiuat  al  Hn.  Bumj  0.  E>k 

Bequeat  of  Jubkl  Howe. 

Bequest  of  Uirick  N.  Spear  of  Amhfnt. 

Bequeat  of  Hn.  Sar>h  Hood. 

Gift  of  Andrew  Oiniccia  for  ■  bnnch  btM.T  u  ^i »: 

Gift  ot  Winalow  H.  Edwudi.  m  k  mnml  d  u  rj 
Gift  of  Holmeg  Ammidown  of  Vnr  York- 
Gift  of   William   H.  Gaylord:    tbo  t»  d  iiin  Ic 

for  a  buildinx  ai  Souih  Hadky  Falk 
Gift  of  Richard  Sucden. 
Gift  of  the  City  Library  AMociitkni  tlS^n^:  tf-O^ 

Caraenie   (1906)  and  oiben  (ISOSI:  ibo  i<  L-i" 

necia  (lOOS)  for  three  braodi  libnir biiSilap. 
Gift  of  Edward  Conani  of  Vionaua.  u  t  iKrai.: 

daughter,  Bliuibeth  Auw. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 
Gift  of  Andrew  Ckmaiiie. 
Gift  of  Luciua  Clapp  of  Randatph. 
Gift  of  Min  BeUnda  Lull  Randall  for  aax  J  ;c 

RandaU. 
Bequest  of  Georse  B.  Hy<J«  of  Boston,  u  i  »=■» 

father.  Joahua  Hyde. 
Bequut  of  John  Goodnow  of  Botton. 
Gift  of  John  Lone  Graves. 
Gifi  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Sieveoa 
Gift  of  Andrew  C^rHcie. 
Bequest    of    Mrs.   Lucy    LitileBdd.  u  ■  mnwnl 

daughter,  aupplcmented  hy  an  appropratka  tr  '^ 
Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Tbayer  of  Keent  N-  3- 
Gift  of  Andrew  Cameftie. 
Gift  of  Hon.  WiUiam  Hyde  and  otbcn. 
Gift  of  Natfaiui  Richardaon  and  olheis. 
Built  by  HoUia  H.  Hunnewell  and  at)«ra 
Bequest  of  Warren  Gould  Roby. 
Oift  of  Hollis  U.  Runnewell. 
Gift  of  Charles  Merriam  of  Sprincheld. 
Gift  of  Hon.  John  Vamum  FlMcher. 
BsqUMt  of  Charlea  A.  Forbush. 
Gill  ot  Howard  Colburn. 

Gift  of  Quiacy  Tufta  and  hia  ■iiter,  Mw  SoMa  Tsfa 
Bequest  ot  John  8.  Foes. 
Bequest  of  Slephen  Meekina. 
Gift  of  Hiss  Ann.  Hayden. 
Gift  of  Charlea  L.  Beala 

Gift  of  Mia.  Eliaa  W.  Frort.  aa  a  mianorWol  Wr! 
mpptemented  by  an  appropriation  by  lbs  W" 
Bequest  of  Charlea  Bowera  Winn. aiamanoraldi 
also  bequeet  of  Jonathan  Thompson,  for  >  oaf 
wife,  at  North  Wobum 
Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Joaiah  J.  Fiako. 
Gift  of  Nathan  Matthew,  ot  Bo«ob. 
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Revised  Laws,  1902,  Chapter  38. 

General  Pbovision. 

Section  1.  Libsary  corporations  and  associations  which  have  been 
legally  established  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  restrictions  attaching  thereto. 

Law  Libraries. 

Section  2.  Attorneys  at  law  who  have  been  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  and  who  are  resident  in  a  county  for 
which  there  is  no  law  library  association  may  organize  as  a  corporation, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  by  the 
name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  such  county,  and  may  adopt 
by-laws  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  superior  court 

Section  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  have  access  to  the 
library  and  may  use  the  books  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
by-laws. 

Section  4.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law  library 
associations  in  their  respective  counties  all  sums  which  are  paid  into  the 
county  treasuries  during  the  year  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year.  They 
may  also  pay  to  said  associations  such  further  sums  as  the  county  com- 
missioners may  consider  are  necessary  and  proper.  All  sums  which 
are  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  and  enlarge  such  libraries  for 
the  use  of  the  courts  and  citizens.  The  treasurer  of  the  law  library 
association,  before  receiving  any  money  from  the  county  treasurer, 
shall  give  bond,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners, 
for  the  faithful  application  of  such  money,  and  that  he  will  make  a 
return  annually  to  them,  under  oath,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
expended. 

Section  5.  Each  law  library  association  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  immediately  after  their  publication,  one  copy 
of  the  legislative  documents  of  the  senate  and  house,  the  journal  of 
the  senate  and  the  journal  of  the  house. 

City  and  Town  Libraries. 

Section  6.  A  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain  public 
libraries  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  pnder  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  city  council  or  by  the  town,  and  may  receive,  hold  and  manage 
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any  gift,  bequest  or  devise  for  such  library.  The  city  council  oi  n  ale, 
or  the  selectmen  of  a  town  may  place  in  such  library  the  books,  report 
and  laws  which  may  be  received  from  the  commonwealth. 

Tbustebs  or  Town  Libkabies. 

Section  7.  A  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  th 
enpport  of  a  free  public  libiary,  or  free  public  library  and  readinj 
room,  owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special  meet 
ing,  unless  the  same  has  been  acquired  entirely  or  in  part  throu^  som 
gift  or  bequest  which  contains  other  conditions  or  provisions  for  tb 
election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management  which  have  beei 
accepted  by  the  town,  elect  by  ballot  a  board  of  trustees  consisting  o: 
any  number  of  pereons,  male  or  female,  divisible  by  three,  which  tb 
town  determines  to  elect.  When  such  board  is  first  chosen,  one-tbin 
thereof  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and  one 
third  for  three  yeara,  and  thereafter  one-third  shall  be  elected  annually 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  The  board  shall,  from  its  own  number 
annually  choose  a  chairman  and  secretary  and,  if  the  town  ao  votes,  i 
treasurer,  who  shall  give  a  bond  Eomilar  to  that  ^ven  by  the  towi 
treasurer,  in  an  amount  and  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  select 
men.  The  town  treasurer  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustee 
until  the  town  otherwise  directs. 

SECnon  8.  The  board  shall  have  the  custody  and  management  oj 
the  library  and  reading  room  and  of  all  property  owned  by  the  towc 
relating  thereto.  All  money  raised  or  appropriated  by  the  town  for  iti 
support  and  maintenance  shall  be  expended  by  the  board,  and  al 
money  or  property  which  the  town  may  receive  by  gift  or  bequest  foi 
said  library  aud  reading  room  shall  be  administered  by  the  board  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  gift  or  bequest. 

Seittion  9.  The  board  shall  make  ao  annual  report  to  the  town 
of  its  receipts  and  expenditures  and  of  the  property  in  its  custody,  witli 
a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of  money  and  of  any  gifts  oi 
bequests  which  it  holds  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  its  reconunendatioas. 

SBcrriOH  10.  The  provisions  of  the  three  preceding  sections  shall 
not  apply  to  library  associations,  nor  to  a  library  oi^nized  under  i 
special  act. 

Board  of  Free  Public  Library  Cohkissiohers. 

Section'  11.  There  shall  be  a  board  of  free  public  library  commis- 
sioners consisting  of  five  persons,  residents  of  the  commonwealth,  on< 
of  whom  shall  annually  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The  govemoi 
shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

Sectiom  12.  No  member  shall  lecdve  any  compensation,  but  the 
board  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  five  hmidred  dollars,  payable 
by  the  commonwealth,  for  clerical  assistanee  and  for  other  nffifmsrj 
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expenses.  It  shall  annually  in  January  make  a  report  to  the  general 
court. 

Section  13.  The  board  shall  advise  the  librarian  or  trustees  of  any 
free  public  library  relative  to  the  selection  or  cataloguing  of  books  and 
any  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  administration  of 
the  library. 

Section  14.  Said  board  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  library 
trustees  of  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of  sections 
sixteen  and  seventeen,  and  which  has  no  free  public  library  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  town,  expend  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for 
books  to  be  selected  and  purchased  by  said  board  and  delivered  to  said 
trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library. 

Section  15.  If  a  town,  the  valuation  of  which  is  not  more  than  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  and  which  has  a  free  public  library,  has  com- 
plied with  all  laws  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  such  library,  and  the 
trustees  of  the  library  provide,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board,  for  the 
distribution  of  books  in  different  parts  of  the  town  where  such  distribu- 
tion is  necessary,  by  means  of  branch  libraries  or  deliveries,  and  for 
practical  and  effective  means  of  rendering  the  library  useful  to  the 
teachers  and  scholars  of  the  public  schools  in  such  town,  the  board  may 
expend,  in  such  amounts  and  at  such  times  as  they  determine,  not  morq 
than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  each  free  public 
library  owned  and  controlled  by  such  town. 

Section  16.  A  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  three 
preceding  sections  until  it  accepts  the  same  or  has  accepted  the  corre- 
sponding provisions  of  earlier  laws  and  has  elected  a  board  of  library 
trustees  as  provided  in  section  seven,  nor  until  said  trustees  have  made 
provision  satisfactory  to  said  commissioners  for  the  care  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  books  furnished  by  them. 

Section  17.  Such  town  shall,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was  one 
million  dollars  or  over,  annually  appropriate  from  the  dog  tax,  or  other- 
wise provide  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public  library,  not 
less  than  fifty  dollars ;  if  such  valuation  was  less  than  one  million  dollars 
and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  dollars;  and  if  such  valuation  was  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars. 

Acts  of  1906,  Chapter  183. 

An  Act  to  aid  Free  Public  Libraries  in  the  Small  Towns. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows : 

The  board  of  free  public  library  commissioners  may  annually  expend 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  free  public  libra- 
ries, especially  in  those  towns  the  valuation  of  which  does  not  exceed 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Such  aid  may  include  the  furnishing  of 
books  in  small  quantities,  visits  to  libraries,  the  instruction  of  librarians, 
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and  such  other  means  of  encouraging'  and  Btimalatiiig  tht  iia[  Ir,  i 

riee  aa  said  commiasioners  shall  deem  advisable:  proridt^iiLw  I 

detail  of  expeDditures   nnder   this  act  shall  be  prinlHi  but:-  | 

report  of  the  conunissioners.  , 

Appropriation   of  Monet  fob  f,.tBi'''B'tii,  Etc 
Section  15,  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  thu  uni :.    | 
appropriate  money   "  for    the    establishment,  maiotenaaw  a  oat-   I 
of  a  public  library  therein,  and  for  the  erection  or  provision  <£  ^^ 
buildings  or  rooms  therefor." 

"  For  maintaining  a  library  therein  to  which  the  inhibiits  ■-'■ 
free  access  and  of  which  they  have  the  use,  and  for  KUbiiiki;  - 
maintaining  a  public  reading  room  in  connection  with  uid  a.ie-- 
control  of  the  managers  of  such  library." 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  163,  chapter  102  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  tta:  n:.-- 
received  for  dog  licenses  and  ref  imded  to  the  towns  "  shall  be  in*::-- 
for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools." 

Defacing  oe  Wilful  Detention  op  Books,  Papeks,  rw. 

Sections  83  and  84,  chapter  208  of  the  Revised  Laws,  proriiic  -- 
"  whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  «iiw:^j  - 
without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  dstrovs  iV-; 
plate,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  patnphl«-  k^-* 
script  or  statute  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  olherpniil-  ■ 
incorporated  library  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  les  ibi  -- 
nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  itt  ?- 
months." 

"Whoever  wilfully,  intentionally  and  without  right,  or  ni::;- 
and  without  cause,  detains  a  book,  newspaper,  magazine.  p»=.:i- 
or  manuscript  which  belongs  to  a  law,  city,  town  or  other  pcbb;-  : 
incorporated  library  for  thirty  days  after  notice  in  writing  fr^.c  ^  ■ 
librarian  thereof,  containing  a  copy  of  this  section  and  given  ifs:  - 
expiration  of  the  tinje  which,  by  the  regulations  of  such  libraiv. «: 
book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet  or  manuscript  mav  b*  b;' 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  m": 
five  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  sii  months." 

DiSTCRBING    PUBHC   LIBRARIES. 

Section  33,  cliupter  212  of  the  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  -«t«^-: 
wilfully  disturbs  persons  assembled  in  a  public  hbrarr  or  a  reai:-' 
room  connected  therewith,  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any  other  naa:^*' 
during  the  time  when  such  librBr>'  or  reading  room  is  open  to  the  poi-- 
sholl  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  thirty  d»K  ■-■■■ 
by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars." 
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Land  may  be  taken  fob  Library  Buildings. 

Section  47  of  chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Laws  provides  that  "  any  land 
within  the  limits  of  a  city  or  town  not  appropriated  to  public  uses  "  may 
be  taken  ''  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  building  to  be  used  for 
a  public  school^  a  library,  or  an  engine  house,  or  for  the  enlargement 
of  a  lot  of  land  taken  or  used  for  such  purpose/'  —  but  the  land  thus 
taken  may  not  exceed  two  acres  in  extent. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  provisions  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws,  each  town  and 
city  library  is  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Manual  of  the  General 
Court,  the  Blue  Book,  and  a  copy  of  the  series  of  public  documents. 


